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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4)
(continued)

Initial report of Mauritius (continued) (HR/COORE 1/ Add. 60; CRC T 3/ Add. 36;
CRCC 12/Wp.6 (list of issues); witten replies by the Government of
Mauritius (informal docunent distributed in English only))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of

Mauritius resuned their places at the Committee table

2. The CHAIRPERSON invited menbers of the Committee to put any further
guestions concerning the section of the list of issues relating to health
before taking up the last two sections concerning education, |eisure and
cultural activities, and special protection neasures.

3. M. MOMBESHORA , referring to the section on health, asked what the
results of the National Plan of Action on health had been and what probl ens
m ght have been encountered in inplenmenting it. He also hoped that the

del egation of Mauritius would explain the epidem ol ogi cal pattern of

mal nutrition, particularly fromthe point of view of the factors underlying
it. Noting that the pronotion of breast-feeding raised difficulties and that
prenatal and post-natal clinics were heavily frequented, he expressed the

opi nion that information canpaigns should focus on those establishnents in
particul ar.

4, Going on to the section on education, he wel coned the fact that
education was free for everyone; on the other hand, it was regrettable that
there were apparently two systens depending on famly wealth. He would |ike
to know the del egation's opinion in that regard and al so whet her educati on was
oriented towards job opportunities.

5. Mss MASON noted that the report dealt in detail with the health of
infants and children but did not nention the situation of adol escents, with
the exception of the disabled. She would therefore Iike further information
in that respect. In connection wth education, she noted the inportance
attached to the Certificate of Prinary Education (CPE) and inquired whet her
conpetition was as fierce at the secondary level with the consequences that
sonetimes entailed, such as teenage suicides. She also asked for details of
cases of teenage pregnancy and abortions. Lastly, she asked when the
communi ty-based rehabilitati on programe for disabled children had come into
force and what its results were

6. Referring to educati on, she noted from paragraph 103 of the report that
about 6 per cent of primary school children | eft the educati on system
virtually illiterate and 20 per cent functionally illiterate. She inquired

whet her a renedi al education systemexisted and asked for details on the
situation of such children during the three years between prinmary school and
the m ni mum age of adm ssion to enpl oynent. She asked whether they were not
liable to become street children or go to swell the ranks of the exploited
child I abour recorded by the UNICEF office in Mauritius. Wre physical and
psychol ogi cal tests carried out on those children to determ ne the causes of
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under - achi evenent ? Factors such as fam |y problens or poor sight or hearing
often had to be taken into consideration. Wthout a conprehensive study of
the factors of under-achi evenent, the inplenmentation of the Master Plan for
Educati on nentioned in paragraph 156 of the report woul d not al one be
sufficient to reduce child | abour

7. Ms. BADRAN wondered whether geographical differences in the incidence
of ill-health, due especially to anaema and malnutrition, were not the result
of regional inequalities in respect of health infrastructures. Some UN CEF
reports also referred to regional disparities with regard to water supply,
with its inpact on the frequency of hepatitis cases. Wth regard to
education, she, too, was concerned about the existence of a parallel systemto
whi ch the children of underprivileged famlies had no access, which probably
expl ai ned why half of the pupils failed to obtain the Certificate of Prinary
Education. Malnutrition and fierce conpetition among pupils probably al so had
a part to play. The systemwould certainly need to be thoroughly overhaul ed
in order really to reduce the rate of illiteracy.

8. Ms. SARDENBERG said she was afraid that granting maternity | eave only
to wonen who had worked for nore than a year in the same conpany was
discrimnatory. Wth reference to education, she asked whether private
school s were subject to any sort of control. She would also like details of
the content of the new course on hunan val ues, in view of the extrene
diversity of Mauritian society. Lastly, she would Iike to know whet her sex
education was part of the school syllabus.

9. M. PEEROO (Mauritius) said that abortion was illegal in Mwuritius

whi ch meant that woren resorting to clandestine abortions endangered their
lives. The idea of |egalization was on the agenda but had not yet cone to
anything, since religious feeling was deeply rooted in Mauritian society. The
health services - hospitals, clinics and community services - were uniformy
distributed throughout the territory and health care was the sane for

everyone. Piped water was routinely chlorinated. Problens could arise when
reserves were at their lowest, particularly in Decenber, but steps were taken
to remedy them

10. Where maternity | eave was concerned, he confirned that the benefits
provi ded by | abour |egislation applied only to wormen who had worked for a year
in the sane conpany. However, the Governnment was aware of the probl ens which
m ght arise and the Labour Advisory Council had consi dered some 50 proposals
to amend the law in that respect.

11. Wth regard to the education system he said that children who did not
obtain their Certificate of Primary Education were steered towards vocati onal
and techni cal establishments, the nunbers of which, as well as of the students
attending them were increasing every year. As for private education, the
Covernnent tended to regard it as a necessary evil. It was true that there
was stiff conpetition in the education systemwhich put pressure on famlies.
The Government took the problemvery seriously, but it should be noted that

t he whol e world was novi ng towards increased conpetition which was reflected
in the education system Private schools did not conme under governnent
control, but the Mnistry of Education was entitled to inspect their

syl | abuses. A Private Secondary School Authority existed which was

responsi ble for nmonitoring sem-private schools, i.e. schools run privately
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but where the teachers were paid directly by the State so as to keep educati on
free. GCenerally speaking, the Governnent endeavoured to put all schools on
the same footing so as to nake up for the poor results recorded in sone
regions. Referring to the human val ues course, he said that the intention was
t o encour age understandi ng anong the different el enents which nade up the
popul ati on of Mauritius by inculcating into children the bases of the island s
cultures and religions. Despite the controversy which had acconpanied its
devel opnent, it had beconme an integral part of the syllabus.

12. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) said that the new Covernnent, elected in
Decenber 1995, was determned to inprove the situation in all the areas

menti oned by the nenbers of the Conmittee. Wth reference to health, he
recalled that there was no famne in Mauritius although the popul ation's diet
had not al ways met European or international standards in terns of proteins or
vitamns. Milnutrition should be put down to economc difficulties, Mauritius
bei ng an overpopul ated country whi ch depended on its inports to feed itself.
The canpaign to pronote breast-feedi ng was proceedi ng, but the results had not
yet been eval uat ed.

13. Where education was concerned, it must be observed that all countries
had an elitist systemto sonme extent. The question was whether to | evel down
or totry and train some specialists capable of contributing to the country's
devel opnent. Possibilities for discussion on the subject were endless. In
any case, the Covernnent was determned to inprove the quality of the
educati on system and conbat under-achi evenent. Children who did not obtain
their Certificate of Prinmary Education were taken in hand by the Industria
and Vocational Training Board, which steered themtowards technical careers

14. He said that in Mauritius all children were vacci nated agai nst tropica
di seases, while physical and psychol ogical tests identified the causes of
failure in primary school. The Mnistry of Education was envi sagi ng

i ntroduci ng nine years of schooling instead of six so that all children,

what ever their |evel of devel oprment, could follow the syllabus. It also
intended to force children who did not obtain satisfactory results to repeat
whereas, until the present tinme, all pupils w thout exception had gone on
automatically to the next class. It was also true that urban areas had better
school facilities than the countryside, but the authorities were planning
nmeasures to rectify the disparity. The CGovernnent also intended to carry out
studies to ascertain whether there was a |ink between poor school performnmance
and mal nutrition. UN CEF could be of assistance in that area.

15. M. MOMBESHORA said that, according to information furnished by one
non-gover nment al organi zati on (N, the infant nortality rate in Mauritius
had been 18.1 per thousand in 1991 and 18.4 per thousand in 1992 and there was
every indication that it would continue to rise, since there was a high
proporti on of teenage nothers-to-be. The phenonenon was apparently due to the
fact that young people were unfamliar with nmethods of contraception. He
woul d |ike to have sone clarification on the natter and on the results of the
National Plan of Action for the Survival, Devel opment and Protection of
Children and on child | abour. He asked whether public programes existed to
ensure that there was no deterioration in the diet of wonen and children
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16. Mss MASON referred to the conclusions of a study by the UNICEF office
in Mauritius according to which children as unskilled workers were nore at

ri sk fromlabour accidents and were vulnerable to ill-treatment on the part of
their enployer. She would like to know the results of the Master Pl an for
Educati on which ainmed at restricting child | abour. She al so asked whet her
wor ki ng children benefited fromsocial welfare.

17. She requested nore informati on about the fact that many pri mary-school
teachers gave their pupils additional private tuition. She considered that
the Government should set up an inspection systemfor teachers and investigate
the reasons for so many of them being unable to conplete the syllabus within
the prescribed deadline. She also asked what the proportions of male and
fenmal e teachers were and what percentage of the Mauritian popul ati on was nade
up of children

18. Ms. BADRAN wondered whet her teachers did not deliberately fail to
conplete the syllabus in order to be able to earn a second i ncone fromprivate
tuition. She asked what a teacher earned conpared with a doctor, a social

wor ker or a | awyer and whether there were plans to i nprove teachers' salaries
in order to remedy the problem She al so wished to know whet her school neals

exi st ed.

19. Ms. EUFEM O asked whether there was any continuity between pre-prinary
and prinary education, so as not to di sadvantage children who had not attended
pre-primary schools. She inquired whether Mauritius had educationa

programres on radi o and tel evision and whether the fact that there were

only 218 radi os and 360 tel evision sets per 1,000 inhabitants was not
detrinental to that type of education. D d the schools incul cate human

val ues, such as peace and tol erance, fromthe pre-prinmary |evel upwards?
According to the Mauritian del egation, pre-prinmary schools were not frequently
i nspect ed; she asked how their quality could be inproved in that case

20. Ms. KARP asked whether sex education was conpul sory at school, in order
to prevent teenage pregnancies and AIDS. She asked for details about the
training of teachers in that regard

21. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) said that he would |ike to know whi ch NGO
had reported an increase in the infant nortality rate so that the authorities
coul d have access to the infornation furnished. Wth reference to the UN CEF
study on child | abour, he confirmed, as the report stated, that sone children
had to | eave school in order to work. However, the |abour inspectorate was
doing everything in its power to put an end to such practices.

22. He did not know whether it was common for teachers to give private

| essons to their pupils in order to conplete the syllabus, but he recogni zed
in general that it was a practice to be deplored even if it could not be
prohibited. It was true that prinary-school teachers were |ess well paid than
doctors, since they earned approxi mately 60 per cent of the salary of doctors
i n Government enploynment. There were no school neals, but mlk, bread and
dried fruit were distributed in the primary schools. The authorities were

al so naking efforts to nonitor private kindergartens nore carefully and gave
schol arships to children fromunderprivileged fanilies
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23. He said that a household in Mauritius conprised four persons on average
and that each household had a radio or a television set. Radio and television
teachi ng programmes existed in Mauritius for children and adults alike. Those
programres coul d replace private tuition and covered various subjects, such as
chem stry, physics, mathematics and biology. The Institute of Education

whi ch trained teachers, nonitored the programmes. He admitted that

i nsufficient stress was placed on hurman val ues in school syllabuses, but
teaching of the principles of peace and tol erance was a proninent feature.

Sex education was not conpul sory at school, but he agreed that it shoul d be

In that regard, he pointed out that nmany school s came under religious
authorities.

24, Lastly, he said that children accounted for only one third of the
popul ati on because of the success of the birth-control programre set up to
restrict population growth. The ageing of the popul ation as a result of
increased |ife expectancy was al ready beginning to affect public finance, but
the problemwas fortunately attenuated by the continued exi stence of the
extended famly.

The neeting was suspended at 4.25 p.m and resuned at 4.35 p. m

25. The CHAIRPERSON invited the nmenbers of the Conmttee to nmake their
concl udi ng observations and recomrendati ons.

26. Ms. BADRAN stressed the need to decentralize the systemfor the
coordi nation, followup and eval uati on of activities concerning children
while differentiating and reinforcing its three conponents which were the
mnistries, the National Children's Council and the inter-mnisteria
commttees. She also recommended filling the gap between the areas best
supplied with infrastructure and services and the nost underprivil eged areas.
The authorities shoul d endeavour to help the ever-larger nunbers of working
wonen by planning to introduce nursery services and encourage the openi ng of
child-care facilities at the workpl ace

27. Ms. EUFEM O thought that it was necessary to update the 1994 statistics
on the situation in Mauritius and provi de data on aspects whi ch had not been
dealt with at that time. An action plan defining the popul ati on groups
targeted and the anount of funds needed in each sector should be prepared on
the basis of the results recorded. The central and |ocal authorities should
also itemze their expenditures, permtting better control over the use of

their resources, and identify the sectors where shortfalls could be offset by

i nternational aid.

28. She wel coned the intention of the Mauritian del egation to study the
possibility of establishing a post of onbudsnan to safeguard the rights of
children and to envisage sol utions other than | egal neasures in cases of
sexual abuse. She proposed that a study shoul d be made of how account could
be taken of religious differences in the inplenentation of the Convention.

29. M ss MASON asked a series of questions to which, she suggested, the
del egation of NMauritius should reply in witing at a |ater date. She woul d
like clarification concerning the harnonization of the Juvenile O fenders' Act
and the Child Protection Act, the role of probationary officers, the extent of
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drug addiction and arrangenents for the detention of child drug addicts, etc.
She al so recomended that the Mauritian authorities should consider easing the
provision for the early rel ease of delinquents and adopting |egislation for
the prevention of sexual tourism She would also like further information on
the Master Plan for Education. Lastly, she recommended that the Governnent
shoul d pay nore attention to the underprivileged area of Rodrigues Island
particularly in terns of social assistance.

30. Ms. SARDENBERG suggested that the Mauritian authorities should carry
out a children's census and adapt their policies in accordance with the
results obtained, taking account of the child s best interests. She also
recommended a public discussion of the rights of the child with the
participation of all sectors of society, including children thenselves.

31. Ms. KARP stressed the need to create a favourable climate for children
in cases of famly violence and sexual abuse, and to ensure appropriate
training for police officers and nmagistrates in that regard. She would al so
encourage the authorities to nake sex education conpul sory in schools, as part
of the child' s right to infornmation. Lastly, she hoped there would be a
public debate in Mauritius on the rights of the child as a result of the
Commttee's recomrendations and the summary records of its neetings, as well
as the reports subnitted by the del egati on of Mauriti us.

32. M. KOOSOV said that he shared Ms. Karp's hopes and suggested that the
authorities should, for exanple, organize a television debate covering the
Convention, the rights of the child and the work of the Commttee.

33. The CHAI RPERSON said that the concludi ng observations and
recommendati ons of the Committee would be transmtted to the Governnent of
Mauritius once they were conpl ete and had been officially adopted.

34. M. PEEROO (Mauritius) undertook to provide all the clarifications
requested and expressed great interest in the suggestions and recommendati ons
of the Comittee

35. The CHAI RPERSON wel coned the dialogue initiated with the del egati on of
Mauritius and noted that a periodic report would be done from Mauritius five
years after the initial report of which it had just conpleted its

consi deration

The di scussion covered in the summary record ended at 5.10 p.m




