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The discussion covered in the summary record began at 12.50 p.m.

Adoption of the report of the Committee on its sixty-fifth session
(CEDAW/C/2016/111/CRP.1; CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/7; CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6;
CEDAW/C/BGD/CO/8; CEDAW/C/BLR/CO/8; CEDAW/C/BTN/CO/8-9;
CEDAW/C/BDI/CO/5-6; CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9; CEDAW/C/EST/CO/5-6;
CEDAW/C/HND/CO/7-8; CEDAW/C/NLD/CO/6; and CEDAW/C/CHE/CO/4-5)

1. Ms. Schulz (Rapporteur) introducing the Committee’s draft report, said that the text
was contained in document CEDAWY/C/2016/111/CRP.1. She drew attention to chapter IV of
the draft report concerning the draft concluding observations on the 11 State party reports
that the Committee had considered during its sixty-fifth session, which were contained in
documents CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/7; CEDAWI/C/ARM/CO/5-6; CEDAW/C/BGD/CO/S;
CEDAW/C/BLR/CO/S; CEDAWY/C/BTN/CO/8-9; CEDAW/C/BDI/CO/5-6;
CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9; CEDAWY/C/EST/CO/5-6; CEDAWY/C/HND/CO/7-8;
CEDAWY/C/NLD/CO/6; and CEDAW/C/CHE/CO/4-5.

2. The Chair said she took it that the Committee wished to adopt the documents
containing the draft concluding observations.

3. It was so decided.

4, Ms. Schulz (Rapporteur), introducing the draft report of the Working Group of the
Whole, said that the text of the report was contained in chapters VI and VII of the main
draft report (CEDAW/C/2016/111/CRP.1). She wished to introduce the provisional agenda
for the sixty-sixth session, as contained in the draft report.

5. The provisional agenda for the sixty-sixth session was adopted.

6. The draft report of the Committee on its sixty-fifth session was adopted as a whole,
subject to finalization by the Rapporteur.

Statement by the Chair

7. The Chair said that, during the session, the Committee had considered 11 State
party reports, held informal meetings with NGOs and national human rights institutions and
attended several lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs, many of them supported by
International Women’s Rights Action Watch Asia Pacific, which had once again made
significant contributions to the Committee’s work. Thanks were due to the United Nations
entities and other intergovernmental bodies that had provided the Committee with detailed
information, including the inter-agency group on reporting, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

8. The informal meeting held with States parties to the Convention on Thursday, 17
November 2016, which had been attended by 71 States parties, had shown that States
followed the Committee’s work closely and took the obligations that they had incurred
under the Convention seriously. While many States viewed the Committee as a pioneer in
strengthening treaty bodies’ working methods, some had also stated that they felt
overscrutinized to the point of fatigue. The Committee must therefore continue to
rationalize its work by, for example, setting clear priorities and shortening its documents.
The informal meeting with States parties had also confirmed that the Committee’s work
comprehensively addressed many relevant issues, including gender-based violence, disaster
risk reduction and climate change, and the right of women and girls to education. It had
highlighted the contribution that the Committee was making to the development of
indicator 5.1.1 of the Sustainable Development Goals, with the support of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and in partnership with UN-Women.
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9. The Committee had also met with the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
and other parliamentarians to discuss the national implementation of the Convention, the
Special Rapporteur on violence against women to clarify their respective mandates, the
Chief of the Statistical Services Branch of the United Nations Statistics Division to discuss
the development of indicator 5.1.1 of the Sustainable Development Goals, and with the
Committee against Torture to share experiences in addressing violence against women.

10. During its interactive dialogues with States parties and in its concluding
observations, the Committee had underscored the need for States parties to allocate
sufficient human and financial resources to the national machinery for the advancement of
women in order to enable it to play a leading role in implementing the Convention and in
coordinating related programmes and policies. The Committee had also adopted the list of
issues prior to reporting in relation to the sixth periodic report of Israel and final decisions
in respect of four individual communications. It had conducted seven follow-up
assessments and made progress in several inquiries.

11.  As she ended her term as Chair, she wished to thank the Committee members for
their cooperation and support over the previous two years, which had allowed the
Committee to make significant progress in its work. She paid tribute to those members who
would be leaving the Committee at the end of the session: Ms. Al-Dosari, Ms. Bailey, Mr.
Bruun, Ms. Pimentel, Ms. Pomeranzi and Ms. Zou Xiaogiao. Their outstanding
contribution to the Committee’s work would not be forgotten. She wished those members
well in their new pursuits and hoped that their time with the Committee had enriched their
personal and professional lives.

Closure of the session

12.  Following an exchange of courtesies, the Chair declared the sixty-fifth session
closed.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.
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