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CGeneral neasures of inplenentation

1. In Novenber 1996 the Unit for the Rights of Children (URC) was
transferred fromthe Mnistry of Hone Affairs to the Mnistry of Wnen's
Affairs and Social Welfare.

2. The National council for the Protection of the Rights of the Child is
now headed by the Mnister of Wnen's Affairs and Social Wl fare. The
Nati onal Council is conprised of 15 menbers from 12 different bodies:

Mnistry of Health (2); Mnistry of Education (2); Mnistry of Justice;

M nistry of Wnmen's Affairs and Social Wlfare; Mnistry of Atolls

Adm nistration; Mnistry of Planning, Human Resources and Environment;

M ni stry of Defense and National Security; Mnistry of Information, Arts and
Culture; Attorney-General's Ofice; Unit for the Rights of Children; the

M ni stry of Youth and Sports; and the Supreme Council for Islamc Affairs; and
two nenbers fromthe Citizens Majlis, (Maldivian Parlianent).
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3. The total nunber of cases referred to the Unit for the Ri ghts of
Children since its inception is 1,554 (to end of 1996). The figure for 1996
is 557.

Manpower devel opnent

4, URC has inplenented a full programme of training both in the Atolls, to
provi de new training to equip personnel with know edge and skills in relation
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and working with children; and in
Mal €, to supplenent and build on previous training.

5. By the second quarter of 1997 basic training courses had been conpl eted
in seven atolls; Fauh Mulah, Alif Atoll, Haa Daal, Meenu, Vaavu, Seenu and
Lhaviyani. A total of 160 people were trained, who are nowin a position to
of fer a basic social work service to children and fanmlies in these atolls.
Conti nuous training events and refresher training will, however, be required
and pl anned for subsequent years.

6. In Mal é, professionals have been trained in order to rai se awareness of
children's rights in their own place of work and to assist URC by voluntarily
accepting cases for counselling. Seven training events have been run, two by
an expatriate consultant psychiatrist (1994), one by a consultant from
Chi | dhope International (1995), two by lecturers froman Australian University
and two by URC staff, in groupwork techniques and training for hone-schoo
liaison officers. Three nmenbers of URC are currently pursuing undergraduate
studi es, in Psychol ogy and Social Wrk, overseas.

7. URC has now established a central data base, to collect and store
informati on on cases referred. Information is received fromthe atolls on a
three-nonthly basis and entered into the central database, for purposes of
nmoni toring and research.

Constraints on devel opnent

8. The 1995 popul ation estimte was 249, 281, and the popul ati on growth
rate 2.8 per cent.

Public Information

9. Di stribution of copies of the Convention on the Rights of the Child has
i ncreased, all students at the Institute of Teacher Education, and al
wor kshop partici pants have recei ved copi es.

10. URC has produced five posters, six panphlets and two bookl ets and

di stributed these throughout Mal é and the atolls. Materials have been sent to
Atoll and Island Ofices; to hospitals, health centres and clinics; schools
and other institutions on the islands.

11. Addi tionally, URC has a weekly radio progranmme on child rel ated issues.

Definition of the child

12. Marri age bel ow the age of 16 is strictly discouraged.
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The right to life, survival and devel opnent

13. The infant nortality rate for 1995 stood at 32 per 1,000 live births
(Statistical Yearbook of Ml dives, 1996) thus showi ng an increase of two
deat hs per thousand, when conpared with the 1994 figure of 30 per 1,000 live
births. However, the rate has been fluctuating between 30 and 34 per

1,000 since 1990, indicating that a saturation point may have been reached
wi th existing nmethods of disease control and care.

Article 37
14. Cor poral punishnent is prohibited in schools.

Fam |y environnent and alternative care

Articles 9 and 20

15. In order to inplement article 9 in Ml dives and provide for those
children who need to be separated fromtheir parents, or those children
deprived of a famly environnent (art. 20) the Governnent has agreed to
provi de a national residential establishnent for girls. It is anticipated
that such provision will be operative within the next three years.

Articles 5, 18 and 27

16. A “Family Law’ is in the process of formulation, which will address the
i ssues of the high divorce rate, divorce conmpensation, child custody, and
parental support of children. The Bill is expected to be introduced in

Parliament early in 1998.

Article 39
17. The services available for the victinms of abuse and neglect will be
expanded by the residential institution for girls. It is intended that the

institution will operate on therapeutic |ines, to enable psychol ogica
recovery and social reintegration

18. Wth individuals fromeach island now being trained through the
counsel l or training workshops held in the Atolls, opportunities for receiving
counsel ling are increasing nationally.

Basic health and welfare

Article 23, Disabled children

19. Wi | st there have been no infrastructural devel opments, the Governnent
has adopted a conmunity based rehabilitation approach (CBR) as the policy for
disability in Maldives. Sone prelimnary training in CBR occurred in 1996.
Adopting a specific policy shows recognition of the issue.
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20. A training programe has been conducted, by URC and the School Health
Programme, to train teachers and school health assistants fromeach atoll in
the identification and rehabilitation of children with disabilities and
speci al needs.

Article 24, health and health services

21. The Government expenditure on health in 1995 constituted 9.6 per cent
of the National Budget according to the Statistical Yearbook of the
Mal di ves, 1996. However, there has been a reduction in international grants
for expenditure on health.

Article 27, standard of living

Nutrition

22. 1994 statistics show 21 per cent of children wasted noderately and
severely and 0.5 per cent wasted severely. A survey in 1995 reveal ed

23.6 per cent of school children suffering iodine deficiency disorder and
65.5 per cent with low urinary iodine. |odine deficiency has recently been
exposed as a potential mcronutrient deficiency in children. No data is
avail able on the status of vitamn A deficiency. No data is available
regardi ng the preval ence of night blindness, though isol ated cases have been
reported.

Sanitation/ Safe Water

23. By 1995, 100 per cent of the urban popul ation and 85 per cent of the
rural popul ation had access to safe water, and 100 per cent of the urban
popul ati on and 26 per cent of the rural popul ation had access to safe sanitary
facilities.

Article 28, Education

24, The quality of primary education was reviewed through a national survey.
There is near universal enrolnment of children in primary schools, w thout
gender disparity, with 85 per cent of children conpleting primary school

25. Vocational training courses are offered by Ml dives Institute for
Techni cal Education and Mal dives Centre for Managenent and Admi ni stration and
conputer courses are avail able through the English Preparatory and Secondary
School and Mal é English School and at several other private institutions.

Speci al protection neasures

Article 40, The Administration of juvenile justice

26. There are prelimnary devel opnents in relation to establishing a
separate institution for housing juvenile offenders, with the hope of
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establishing a separate juvenile court systemin the future. To facilitate
the introduction of this system personnel fromthe Mnistry of Defence and
Nati onal Security Services, the Attorney General's Ofice, the Mnistry of
Educati on and URC underwent a course on “Crimnology and juvenile justice”
conducted by Curtin University, Perth, Western Australia in 1996.

Article 33, Drug abuse

27. A drug rehabilitation unit is shortly to open on a nearby island to
Mal €, expatriate staff are already in enploynent and | ocal staff are
undergoing training. The unit will provide rehabilitation in a residentia
setting.

Article 34, Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse

28. G rls who have been sexually exploited or abused will be afforded
greater protection through the establishnment of a residential institution



