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Other information sought by the Committee refers to the activities,
programmes and policy decisions undertaken by ILO to promote the implementation
of article 10 and related articles of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women.

The report annexed hereto has been submitted in compliance with the
Committee’s request.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
1. In accordance with article 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination Against Women, specialized agencies are encouraged to
submit a report on the implementation of the Convention in their areas of
competence.

2. Information will therefore be given on article 10, which deals with
education, and on some articles of the Convention which have been the subject of
more specific activities, such as article 6 and article 16. In view of the
holding of the Fourth United Nations World Conference on Women, detailed
information will also be given on some activities which led to events at the
World Conference both at the NGO Forum and in the intergovernmental conference
as a part of the special events organized by the specialized agencies outside
the formal meetings of the Conference, including events relating to women and
the media, an item which does not fall under any specific article of the
Convention.

2. In general, it may be said that all UNESCO activities are related to the
implementation of the Convention. Accordingly, UNESCO wishes to communicate to
the members of the Committee its most recent activity report, which relates to
the years 1994 and 1995. That document was submitted by the Director-General as
document 28C/22 to the UNESCO General Conference at its twenty-eighth session,
held in Paris from 25 October to 16 November 1995.
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Chapter I. UNESCO decisions concerning women adopted since the
14th session of CEDAW

The UNESCO General Conference at its 28th session considered the draft
programme and budget for 1996-1997 and adopted resolutions dealing with specific
subjects as well as a general resolution dealing with the programme as a whole.

A. General resolution

The General Conference,

1. Recalling 27C/Resolution 11.1 on the Transverse Theme "Women" in the
Programme and Budget for 1994-1995 (27C/5),

2. Noting that in the Medium-Term Strategy for 1996-2001 (28C/4) and the
Programme and Budget for 1996-1997 (28C/5) women are one of the four priority
target groups and, as such, projects and activities in favour of women should be
an integral part of every programme sector,

3. Welcoming the fact that it has adopted, for 1996-1997, a number of
activities specifically for women, taking this prospect into account,

4. Taking into consideration the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000,

S. Taking into consideration the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence Against Women adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its
resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993,

6. Taking into consideration the Declaration and Platform for Action
adopted at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace (Beijing, 4-15 September 1995),

7. Considering that among the 12 critical areas of concern identified in
the Beijing Platform for Action, a number clearly related to fields of action
specific to UNESCO, including:

"unequal access to education"
llpeace ”n

"the media"

"women’s contribution to the management of natural resources and
environmental protection"

"the girl child" with regard to access to education and literacy,

8. Taking into account the fact that the United Nations is in the process
of developing a medium-term plan for its system as a whole, in which the various
aspects of the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action will be
allocated,
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9. Taking into account the external evaluation of UNESCO on the
Transverse Theme "Women", the synthesis of which was published in July 1995 and
which covers the projects and activities of this priority group in the
Education, Science, Culture, Communication and Social and Human Sciences
Sectors,

10. Noting with satisfaction the proposals of the Director-General
contained in paragraph 05302 of the Draft Programme and Budget for 1996-1997 in
connection with priority target groups,

11. Urges the Member States and the Director-General, when conceiving,
implementing and assessing projects and activities on women, to favour an
approach whereby men and women are equal and women are both beneficiaries of
development and agents of change;

12. Urges the Director-General to include in each of his oral reports to
the Executive Board a section on progress made in implementing the projects and
activities on and for women in document 28C/5 and the follow-up to the Beijing
Platform for Action, as entrusted to UNESCO in the United Nations medium-term
plan which is being drawn up, under which responsibilities for the
implementation of the follow-up to the Beijing Conference are shared among the
different partners of the United Nations system;

13. Recommends that the Executive Board, at its 150th session, examine the
issue of the economic contribution of women and the means of enhancing the
status of their unremunerated work;

14. Thanks the Director-General for the efforts made in evaluating the
activities and projects on and for women in 1994-1995 and invites him to pursue
his efforts in this area;

15. Urges Member States to submit to the Participation Programme as many
projects as possible in which women are the immediate beneficiiaries or the
agents of change as recommended by the Executive Board in its Recommendations to
the General Conference on the Draft Programme and Budget (28C/6);

16. Urges the Director-General to take steps to ensure that the
Coordinating Unit for Activities Relating to Women, in close collaboration with
the focal points designated by the Programme Sectors, the people responsible for
specific projects, Regional Offices, and Member States and their National
Commissions, implements activities and projects for women in this
transdisciplinary framework, including information, training, evaluation and
follow-up.

It should be noted that paragraph 05032 of the Programme and Budget for
1996-1997, which is referred to in paragraph 10 of the General Resolution,
states that the follow-up to the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women
is to be carried out by the Coordinating Unit for Activities Relating to Women,
which is under the direct authority of the Director-General.
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b. Resolution on education entitled "The elimination of discriminating
stereotypes of women"

The General Conference,
Recalling all previous resolutions on this subject,

Bearing in mind the objectives of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women (Kenya, 1985), the commitments entered into in the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
declarations, programmes and plans of action approved at the World Conference on
Education for All (Jomtien), the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, the World Conference
on Human Rights, the International Conference on Population and Development and
the World Summit for Social Development,

Reaffirms that education is a fundamental human right embodied in the
Charter of the United Nations and an essential instrument for the attainment of
equality, development and peace, without discrimation of any kind;

Observes with concern the persistence of practices that encourage the
spread of sexist attitudes and language through the education system, school
textbooks and the mass media;

Recognizes that every State is responsible for its own local and national
education plans, programmes and projects;

Hopes that UNESCO and other United Nations agencies and institutions
providing international assistance will give priority in their plans, programmes
and projects to education aimed at promoting equality for women and girls;

Urges Member States and non-governmental organizations to intensify their
efforts to ensure that the mass media present a favourable picture of women as
intellectuals, politicians, leaders, creative artists and as a dynamic force
participating in society;

Requests those Member States that have not yet done so to adopt strategies
for action beginning with the education system designed to advance and gradually
intensify efforts to eliminate discriminatory stereotypes of women and to
encourage the ethical and intellectual values that consolidate equality of
opportunities for women and girls at all levels of the education system.

C. Resolution on women and the media

The General Conference,

Recalling 27C/Resolution 4.3 adopted by the UNESCO General Conference
"recognizing that the promotion of the rights of women and the encouragement of
their participation in the development and establishment of peace form part of
the two common objectives of the United Nations system:
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(a) the promotion of sustainable and equitable development centred on
human beings,

(b) the construction of a peace based on human rights, fundamental
freedoms and democracy",

and "inviting the Director-General to ensure that the impact evaluation of
communication activities carried out for the benefit of women over the last
decade (1981-1991) is taken into account",

Recalling also 144 EX/Decision 5.1.4 specifically concerning the
Organization’s contribution to the fourth World Conference on Women: Action for
Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting with satisfaction that resolution 4.3 was implemented in a dynamic,

concrete and constructive manner during the 1994-1995 biennium, and that the
planning, preparation and proceedings of the International Symposium "Women in
the Media - Access to Expression and Decision-Making" clearly lived up to
expectations and aroused great interest not only amongst those responsible for
equality policies, but also amongst media professionals,

Emphasizing the quality of the discussions, results and recommendations of
that International Symposium, recorded in the Toronto Platform for Action and
taken into account in the preparation of the Beijing Platform for Action
(section J)

Adopts the Toronto Platform for Action which, while respecting the
necessary freedom of expression in and by the media, is a useful instrument to
promote the development of relevant and innovative projects for equality between
men and women;

Expresses the wish that the short- and medium-term recommendations
consistent with the freedom of expression contained in the Beijing Platform for
Action (section J) and, more particularly, in the Toronto Platform for Action
serve as a reference in determining and implementing priorities concerning
communication policies relating to women, their rights and their potential, and
that these concerns be systematically taken into account;

Thanks the Director-General for having, in the follow-up to these
recommendations, suggested various activities for women for the next biennium
(1996-1997), in and through communication;

Recommends that the activities proposed in document 28C/5 and within the
WOMMED-FEMMED network, in particular those relating to community radios, new
technologies and training, be considered as priorities both in the regular
programme and in the search for extra-budgetary funding;

Invites the Director-General to take all appropriate measures to ensure the
implementation of these activities during the next biennium;
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Urges that a man or woman be appointed as the wofficial for women" in the
communication and information sector with permanent responsibility for all
matters relating to women, as should be done in each sector;

Invites Member States to take appropriate measures to promote the

implementation of the recommendations contained in the Toronto and Beijing
(section J) Platforms for Action.

D. Resolutions on women and peace

The General Conference,

Recalling the commitment of Member States to the mandate of UNESCO which
seeks to foster peace by promoting collaboration among the nations through
education, science and culture, in order to further universal respect for
justice, for the rule of law, and for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Expressing appreciation to Member States who have participated in and
contributed to the success of the Experts’ Meeting on Women's Contribution to a
Culture of Peace, which was organized in Manila in August 1995, in preparation
for the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing in September 1995,

Acknowledging that this meeting constitutes the first major step in
studying the concrete contributions which women can make to establishing a
culture of peace,

Observing with regret that very few women at present participate in peace
negotiations in their countries,

Recognizing that women, however, bring the cause of peace among peoples and
nations distinctive experiences, competence and perspectives, that women’'s role
in giving and sustaining life has provided them with skills and insights
essential to peaceful human relations and social development, and that they can
bring a new breadth, quality and balance of vision to a joint effort of moving
from a culture of war to a culture of peace,

Recalling that the participants to the Experts’ Meeting on Women’s
Contribution to a Culture of Peace acknowledged the fact that women are often
the unrecognized transmitters of values, particularly to children and youth, but
that they are often under-utilized as a source of creative energy, experience
and wisdom,

Further recalling the UNESCO statement prepared at the Experts’ Meeting on
Women's Contribution to a Culture of Peace, which should serve as one of the
basic texts to guide the conception and implementation of activities relating to
women and peace,

Mindful of the need for constant vigilance, proaction and collaboration on

the part of Member States and international organizations towards addressing
women'’s CONcerns,
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Congratulates UNESCO for drawing up its Agenda for Gender Equality and for
its visible and coherent participation in the Beijing Conference;

Underlines the necessity for UNESCO to implement, within its fields of
competence, the commitments in the Platform for Action which Member States made
at the Beijing Conference, especially paragraph 148 under the Strategic
Objective E4 to promote women'’'s contribution to fostering a culture of peace;

Invites the Director-General to:

(1) support existing networks working in the field of education for peace,
human rights, democracy and tolerance, in close cooperation with the
International Bureau of Education, with a view to the inclusion of gender
perspectives in their work;

(2) promote education for women, girls, men and boys which fosters the
values of peace, human rights, democracy, international understanding and
tollerance, and integrate the values of a culture of peace in literacy
programmes ;

(3) assist in the reorganization of education systems through, inter alia,
the development of specific methodology to ensure that pedagogical systems
integrate gender perspectives;

(4) develop new curricula and teaching materials and jintegrate in existing
ones the aspect of "legal literacy" to women and girls, to provide them with
knowledge of human rights and democcracy;

(5) support formal and non-formal educational institutions to develop
curricula and teaching materials for training and skills for women, girls, men
and boys towards the acquisition of skills in non-violent conflict resolution
and negotiation;

(6) actively encourage and network with women educators, scientists,
artists and journalists to develop their competence in decision-making,
negotiations and their visions for a peaceful future;

(7) implement the advocacy of human rights by publicizing and
disseminating information on the rights of women and of girls and utilize, inter
alia, the mass media, and strenqthen comprehensive research to reinforce the
understanding of these rights;

(8) undertake a study to pinpoint specific methodological approaches and
processes used by women in peace-building and to evaluate thé gains achieved and
the efficacity of thise approaches;

(9) develop models derived from these case-studies to be disseminated to
(a) different policy research institutes which collect and process information
and data for local and national decision-making bodies, (b) policy-making bodies
at the local and national levels, (c) peace research institutes, (d) NGOs, and
(e) different agencies of the United Nations system;
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(10) in close collaboration with different educational institutions,
undertake in a specified number of countries a survey of literary works written
by women which deal with peace and conflict issues, and establish a bibliography
of literary and sociological studies on these works, with the objective of
utilizing these texts as a pedagogical tool, and including them in curriculum
development of "education for peace, human rights, democracy and tolerance";

(11) establish, following the Executive Board recommendation on the 1996-
1997 Programme and Budget and in the framework of the UNESCO Chairs for women's
rights, Chairs on women'’'s studies (studies in gender and development), laying
specific emphasis on studies on women’s perspectives in peace-keeping and social
development;

(12) organize in different regions follow-up meetings to the Experts’
Meeting on Women’s Contributions to a Culture of Peace, in the general framework
of the Culture of Peace Programme and in cooperation with United Nations
initiatives in order to facilitate discussions in gender perspective
mainstreaming, and taking into consideration the pertinent points in the
recommendations of the second International Forum on the Culture of Peace, which
will be held in Manila from 26 to 30 November 1995;

(13) undertake research in the role of the media in conflict situations,
especially on how they adversely affect women and girls in such situations;

(14) undertake a feasibility study on co-production between UNESCO and
private media of a series of documentaries and short films, as well as radio
broadcasts specially targeting rural areas, utilizing the technical expertise
and networks of IPDC and OPI, on Women’s Contribution to a Culture of Peace.
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Chapter II. UNESCQ activities relating to articles of
the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women
A. Article 6 on appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all

forms of traffic in women and exploitation of the prostitution of women

UNESCO organized an international experts’ meeting at Seoul to present the
activities carried out by the Network for a New Convention against the sexual
exploitation of human beings. It will be recalled that the Network for a New
Convention against the sexual exploitation of human beings (referred to in this
report as the Network) was established, with the support of UNESCO, following
the international conference at Brussels on 8 March 1993 organized by the French
Community of Belgium, the International Federation of Leagues of Human Rights
(FIDH/IFHR), the Coalition Against the Traffic in Women, which is made up of 80
associations in Asia, Latin America, Europe and the United States, and the
International Women’s Alliance. These founding members were joined by a very
large number of associations, particularly during the last Preparatory
Conference for the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, which was
held in New York in March 1995.

The purpose of this meeting was also to present the Network’s activities at
the NGO Forum of the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing,
31 August-8 September 1995) and to establish links between the NGOs and the
intergovernmental Conference.

Since the Brussels Conference in March 1993 the efforts of the Network and
UNESCO had been directed towards preparing for the NGO Forum in Beijing. The
internatiocal experts’' meeting on violence and the sexual exploitation of human
beings held at Seoul from 12 to 15 June 1395 made it possible to assess these
efforts and to finalize the documents on which the Network was to base its
activities in Beijing, namely, a declaration, cailed the Seoul Declaration For A
World Without Sexual Exploitation, a folder and a poster (see annex I., the
Seoul Declaration).

The main activity organized with the support of UNESCO at Beijing was a
round table entitled "Forum on a Global Human Rights Crisis: Sexual
Exploitation, Worldwide Sex Trafficking, Sex Tourism and Prostitution."

This round table, which was held in excellent working conditions -- one of
the largest rooms in Huairou (a capacity of 300), interpretation into English,
French and Spanish, and the presence of many journalists of the written and
filmed press -- was intended to present the work of the Network to the public,
with the goal of establishing a working group within the United Nations to
consider means for strengthening international action, including existing
international law and its implementation. To that end, the Network had prepared
a draft convention on the sexual exploitation of human beings including
prostitution and a programme of long term and short term action against violence
and the sexual exploitation of human beings which had been adopted at the
international experts’' meeting organized by UNESCO at Seoul (Republic of Korea)
in June 1995 (see Seoul Declaration: for a world without sexual exploitation,
annex I).
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The work was carried out in two stages. The first was devoted to reports
by members of the Network both on their experiences in combatting sexual
exploitation and supporting women and child prostitutes in their countries or
regions and on the traffic itself and the modes of exploitation employed in
their countries. The reports were presented by Jean d’'Cunha (India), Cecilia
Hoffman (Philippines), Ninotchka Rosa (USA), Fatoumata Sire Diakite (Mali),
Kathleen Mahoney (Canada), Marlene Sandoval (Chile), Hafidha Shekir (Tunisia)
and Yayori Matsui (Japan), and Janice Raymond, executive co-director of the
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, summed up the varying experiences.

The second theme of the round table, which dealt with analysis and
identification of the means of strengthening international action against
prostitution and trafficking, was introduced by Wassyla Tamzali, the Coordinator
of Activities Relating to Women and representative of UNESCO. Zoraida Ramirez
Rodriguez (Venezuela), the chairwoman for Latin America of the Coalition, Helen
Sackstein, represetative of the International Abolitionist Federation, and
Sabine Missistrano, Vice-Chairman of the International Federation of Leagues of
Human Rights, commented on the drafts of a new convention and expressed their
support for the review and strengthening of existing laws. They all emphasized
the need to revise paragraphs of the draft platofrm of action (paragraphs 225
and 230 0) which was to be considered and adopted by the intergovernmental
Conference. A text intended for the official delegations was adopted and widely
disseminated at the Fourth World Conference.

Map of the traffic in human beings in the Asia and the Pacific Region

In connection with the Forum, a map of the sexual traffic in human beings
in the Asia and the Pacific region was prepared by the Coalition (Philippine
Branch) with the support of UNESCO. This map, which was considered the first
stage of a world atlas of the sexual traffic, was presented and commented on at
length in the round table described above as well as many workshops on the
subject organized by other NGOs, together with the Seoul Declaration, which was
regarded as a very important basic document.

Meeting with Mrs. Rhadika Coomaraswamy, United Nations Special Rapporteur on
violence against women

On 5 September 1995, members of the Network met with the Special Rapporteur
to communicate to her their concern over the description of prostitution in some
official United Nations reports as "sex work" rather than a violation of human
rights within the spirit of the United Nations Convention of 1949 on the traffic
in human beings and sexual exploitation, and to call attention to a regression
of international opinion on this subject. The members of the Network expressed
their disagreement with certain proposals, including those supported by some
European countries, which contribute to acceptance of the idea that there exists
in the world a freely exercised and consensual prostitution which should be
assimilated to a form of work like any other work and a compulsory prostitution
which should be condemned and repressed by
international action.

The Network believes that prostitution is a violation of human rights and
that to permit and regulate prostitution is an insult to human dignity and, what
is more, facilitates and rationalizes the development of all forms of
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prostitution. Behind the screen of a group of women prostitutes, very much in
the minority, mostly Western and coming from great urban centers, who demand the
recognition of prostitution as a profession, a filthy traffic in women and in
children of both sexes is carried on, accompanied by torture, rape and
sequestration.

The fears of the Network were in fact confirmed since the platform of
action to be adopted by the intergovernmental conference makes a distinction
between free prostitution and forced prostitution and includes no reference in
its article 230.0 to the 1949 Convention which is the only United Nations
instrument on the subject but is rejected by the lobby of those wishing to see
prostitution granted the status of work.

Meeting with Queen Fabiola of Belgium

This meeting, which took place in China at the embassy of Belgium on 12
September, was organized at the request of the Queen in order to enable her to
hear distinguished persons on this question and to acquaint herself with their
points of view on the work of the conference, including paragraphs 225 and
230.0.

Those invited to this meeting were Renata Roem, an officer of the World
Federation of Methodist Women, Aurora Javate de Dios of the Commission on the
Role of Philippine Women and a member of CEDAW, Lisbeth Palm, chairwoman of the
National Committee of the World Congress Against the Sexual Trade in Children
which is to be held in Sweden in 1996, Helen Sackstein, an officer of the FAI,
Mrs Olof Olafsdottir, head of the Equality Section and director for human rights
in the Strasbourg Council, and Wassyla Tamzali, the Coordinator for Activities
Relating to Women at UNESCO.

The meeting made possible a review of the paragraphs of the platform of
action devoted to prostitution. Several aspects of the problem were also
raised, but the prevailing view was that it was urgent to organize a high-level
meeting in order to alert public opinion and decision-makers to the consequences
of adopting new regulations on trafficking and prostitution, particularly those
aimed at recognizing prostitution, and consequently certain forms of
trafficking, as legal and authorized.

After Beijing

The idea of an international high-level meeting under the patronage of
Queen Fabiola provides an excellent working basis. UNESCO might propose to
Queen Fabiola of Belgium that she be the co-organizer of this meeting.
Moreover, the UNESCO Programme of Action for 1996-1997 gives a large place to
prevention in sensitive places such as schools, borders and immigration offices
in its effect on prostitution.

The discussions at Beijing, both in the Forum and the intergovernmental
conference showed the importance both of taking specific measures of education
and prevention and carrying out informational activities and raising the
awareness of decision-makers on this question, which is also a political
question and requires a very firm commitment by States to combat this scourge.

/...
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The Seoul Declaration will be an excellent working document and its main

proposals should be taken up and proposed to our institutional and associational
partners.

B.Article 10 on education

Article 10 concerns UNESCO more specifically. UNESCO'’s contribution to the
implementation of this article is important.The information given here is not
exhaustive. For more details, see annex II of this document, which contains the
report of the Director-General on the activities carried out in 1994-1995 and
supplements the information given here.

1. Eliminating stereotype concepts of the role of men and women in education

As far back as 1985, UNESCO produced a manual entitled Down With
Stereotypes which analyzed the treatment of the role of sexes in textbooks and
identified sex stereotypes as well as pointing out positive and gender-
sensitive projection of both sexes. It also laid out guidelines for textbooks,
writers, illustrators, producers and publishers.

UNESCO has also commissioned and printed a series of studies on sex
stereotypes in textbooks in countries such as China, India and the Arab States.

2. Providing the_ same opportunities for access to continued education
including adult and literacy programmes

A regional project entitled "Skills-based Literacy Programme for Women" was
designed to train non-formal educators in seven countries in Asia and the
Pacific to prepare and implement curricula on basic education for women which
are gender-sensitive and take into accout the new and emerging role of men and
women both at work and at home.

As a result of this project, more than 500 literacy and post literacy
materials promoting gender equality and work were produced in these countries.
The project was later adopted by another United Nations agency and implemented
in South Asia, including Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

The training experience gained through this project culminated in a manual
for curriculum developers entitled "Educate to Empower" which has been
translated into 13 languages of Asia and the Pacific, including Bahasa, Melayu,
Tok Pisin, Bangla and Thai.

3. Policy making

In the framework of "Priority Africa" UNESCO, in collaboration with UNICEF
and the Government of Burkina Faso, organized a Pan-African Conference on the
Education of Girls in Ouagadougou, among women politicians and leading educators
in the countries concerned.

Likewise, in the Asian countries UNESCO and its member States made a Kuala
Lumpur Declaration along the same lines as the Ouagadougou Delaration and
promoting girls’ and women's education as a regional policy.
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In Asia and the Pacific, a similar regional seminar on policy-makers for
the promotion of girls’ and women's education was organized at which a policy
and implementation guidelines for equitable education was produced.

4. Increasing public awareness and support of girls’ and women'’s education

In collaboration with UNICEF, a special series, EFA- Making It Work, which
aims at documenting and distributing innovative experiences in basic education,
has produced five very attractive booklets entitled In Our Own Hands
(Bangladesh), Within Reach (India), Breaking Through (Senegal) and Daughters of
the Earth (China).

5. Technical and vocational education

In order for women to be active participants in social and economic life,
pravision of technical and vocational education and training for girls and women
plays a key role. However, technical and vocational education is a mirror
reflecting the labour market and it is never free from the social and cultural
biases now prevailing in this area. Within the framework of the International
Project on Technical and Vocational Education, UNESCO is paying
special attention to the involvement of women and girls in technical and
vocational education and training.

UNESCO has initiated a Project on the Promotion of Equal Access of Girls
and Women to Technical and Vocational Education. Under this project, case
studies were undertaken in 15 member States from all over the world.

In July 1995, an international experts’ meeting took place in Seoul,
Republic of Korea. At the end of the meeting, a statement for the Beijing
Conference was adopted by the participants.

6. Preventive education

For the time being, no exhaustive studies have been carried out on women,
drug abuse and prevention, but the possible hypotheses are that:

i) Female drug abusers have specific cultural features which might enable
them to benefit from special preventive education;

ii) The role of women as intervening agents of social development,
particularly to prevent drug abuse, should be enhanced. Furthermore, taking
into account the positive influence among peer groups, women should be trained
to act as preventive education actors for female at risk behaviours.

However, what we know with certainty and what is the reason for UNESCO's
engagement in this field is that children, particularly girls, are vulnerable
and relatively easy for dealers to manipulate. The rapid spread of drug
sniffing among very young children has become a devastating worldwide problem.
Consequently, this action through education should increasingly be undertaken
among this population. UNESCO’'s preventive education activities are therefore
targeted to both in-school and out-of-school populations, with priority given to
the former.
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The UNESCO/UNICRI (United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research
Institute) project "Promoting Women's Action in Substance Abuse Prevention in
the Mediterranean" has been approved for funding by the European Commission.

The overall objective of this project is to promote women’s participation
in demand reduction and the quality of life through preventive education.

The project will be implemented at the level of six Mediterranean
countries: Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. The feasibility
phase, which includes the following activities, will be undertaken between June
and September 1995:

-- Collection of data on women and the problems raised as a result of
substance abuse.

-- Identify target groups and communities in which to implement project
activities.

-- Establish contacts and identify resources (individuals and institutions) to
allow national implementation.

-- Elaborate a detailed project document to be submitted to potential donors
for funding.

7. Humanistic, cultural and international education

UNESCO’s actions in the field of education for peace, human rights and
democracy are alsc paying attention to the questions related to the elimination
of discrimination against women in education. Among the most recent actions to
this end mention should be made of the following.

The 44th session of the International Conference on Education (ICE)
(Geneva, October 19%4) adopted a Declaration which includes among other things a
commitment by Ministers of Education "to take action to eliminate all direct and
indirect discrimination against girls and women in education systems and to take
specific measures to ensure that they achieve their full potential." The Draft
Integrated Framework of Action on Education for Peace, Human Rights and
Democracy considered by the Ministers at this session and to be submitted to the
28th session of the General Conference of UNESCO for approval also includes
references to the promotion of the rights of women fundamental in education for
peace, human rights and democracy.

The preliminary version of UNESCO’s teaching/learning guide entitled
nTolerance: the Threshold of Peace" considers sexism that excludes women from
full participation in society a severe form of intolerance. The guide provides
some examples of teaching tolerance with a view to eliminating discrimination
against women.

Lastly, it should be noted that the resolution presented in Chapter I, B.
is directly related to Article 10 (c). Reference should also be made to the
wManifesto for an Education for a Culture of Equality" which was reported on at
the 13th session. A roundtable organized with UNESCO’s support at the Fourth

/...
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World Conference on Women in Beijing conducted a discussion of this Manifesto in
which the Coordinator for human rights and Mrs. Cristina Alberdi, a Spanish
Minister and Chairwoman of the European Group at the Beijing Conference
participated.

UNESCO hopes that the collaboration begun with CEDAW will be continued and
is prepared to examine with the members of the Committee the modalities for this
cooperation.

C. Article 16 on the family and marriage

The question of the status of women in the family was at the centre of
UNESCO's preparatory activities for the NGO Forum in Beijing. Those activities
dealt essentially with the status of women in Islamic countries and made it
possible to present to the Forum in the form of a "parliament", the parliament
of women in Islamic countries, the various positions on the codes and status of
women in the family in the countries of Islamic tradition.

1. The round table, entitled "the Parliament of women in Islamic countries"
was organized by the Collectif 95 Maghreb Egalite, the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation and UNESCO. It was held on 3 September 1995 at Huairou. Proposals
aimed at guaranteeing the equality of women and men in countries of Islamic
tradition were presented to the public in the form of a document entitled "The
hundred measures and provisions."

2. That document, consisting of an explanatory text and a set of legal
articles regulating the relations of persons in marriage, divorce and matters of
inheritance, was prepared by the "Collectif 95 Maghreb Egalite", a non-
governmental association which includes all of the Maghreb associations and
which for three years carried out surveys, stimulated thought among its members
and NGO affiliates and organized discussions in order to prepare this document
as well as two other documents to be disseminated at the Fourth United Nations
Conference on Women at Beijing. The second of the documents dealt with the
status of ratifications and implementation of the conventions and international
agreements dealing with women in the countries of the Maghreb and was published
under the title "Maghrebines sous reserves", referring to the many reservations
expressed by the ratifying countries -- reservations which were on the whole
expressed with reference to Islam and the Shariah. The third document published
by the Collectif was a Maghreb report on the situation of women in Morocco,
Algeria and Tunisia.

3. To discuss these proposals the idea had been conceived of convening an
imaginary parliament whose vmembers” would be chosen from among the
representatives of NGOs struggling for recognition and implementation equal
rights for men and women in Islamic countries. The persons chosen would
represent outlooks and currents of opinion which while seeking the same goal had
different approaches. The Beijing meeting would provide an opportunity to
assess these differing approaches. The "parliamentarians" would be from
countries of Islamic tradition, Asian as well as African and Arab.

4. Sixty "parliamentarians" from Malaysia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Iran,
Afghanistan, Mali, Algeria, Tunisia, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt and
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palestine, made up the "Parliament.” It was chaired by Asmaa Khadr, a jurist
and chairwoman of the Union of Jordanian Women. The meetings of the Parliament
were open to the public, and it was attended by "observers" -- representatives

of NGOs not directly involved with the questions raised by Islam but who wished
to express their support for the work of Collectif 95 Maghreb Egalite.

5. The Director-General of UNESCO, accompanied by Mrs. Rigoberta Menchu, who
thus became the great witness of the struggle of women in Islamic countries,
addressed the "parliamentarians", emphasizing that the main reason for his visit
was the NGO Forum. He repeated his support of non-governmental action and
expressed very clearly the importance UNESCO attached to the meeting and his
pleasure at the excellent cooperation between the agency and the Collectif in
the preparation of the Parliament. An Algerian participant movingly thanked Mr.
Federico Mayor on behalf of all the women of Algeria for his stand against the
violence in Algeria.

6. The discussion following the presentation of the "100 measures" by a member
of Collectif 95 Maghreb Egalite developed three main approaches, each of them
representing a current of thought among feminists working in the various
cultural areas affected by Islam, in Asia and Africa as well as the Arab
countries and Europe. These three approaches may be outlined as follows:

7. The first approach holds that equality of men and women can be achieved
through a rereading of Islam and a return to the thought of the Prophet
Mohammed. What is generally presented as following from the religious texts is a
betrayal of the original thought. The Koran represented a historic advance for
the status of women, the Muslim religion was the first to give women rights
which, seen in historical context, can be characterized as innovative if not
revolutionary. The interpretation and implementation of Islam is the work of
patriarchal societies hardly altered by the demands of the religious message.
Anthropology, culture and the supremacy of male power have won out over
religion. It is improper to refer to Islam today to justify the refusal to
recognize the equality of women and men in Muslim societies.

8. The second approach holds that one of the specific characteristics of Islam
is its openness and the possibility of adapting it to the social life and needs
of the present. The Muslim societies confronted with the crises and social
changes of the present should make the effort required -- the Ijtihad -- to
adapt the dogmas laid down over previous centuries by the various schools of
Muslim law to modern times. The unique example of this is Tunisia, which has
placed its development within the framework of Ijtihad, that is, an effort to
adapt to the present while respecting religious traditions. It can be regarded
as a successful example.

9. The third position is that religion must be separated from the governance
of societies and the confusion between the notions of identity and citizenship
jeft behind. The States concerned should fulfil the commitments they assumed in
joining the United Nations system by adopting the principle of equality of the
sexes, which is an indivisible part of the general principle of human rights.
They should ratify the United Nations Convention of 1979 on the elimination of
all forms of discrimination against women oOr withdraw the reservations they have
expressed.
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10. These passionate and thoughtful discussions, at a high level of learning,
set against each other the different modes of access to the principle of
equality, each of them marked by the political conditions of the countries from
which the "parliamentarians" came. And if the response to Algeria, which
resolutely upheld the separation of religion from the state, was less firm from
some other countries, the common goal -- that of the equality and freedom of
women in countries of Islamic culture -- was unanimously recognized as a basic
principle for the future of Muslim societies and a moral imperative.

11. The parliamentarians, who emphasized in their statements that they
considered Beijing a crucial and positive point of departure for the future,
reaffirmed their commitment to pursuing the work begun by the Collectif. This
determination to go on was the more pronounced because of the difficulties
encountered in holding the parliament, relating to obtaining a room and
interpretation services. Whether or not these obstacles were deliberate, the
massive presence at the Beijing NGO Forum of fundamentalist groups whose actions
and doctrines were opposed to those of the "parliamentarians", namely that
equality of men and women was a necessity and that Islam in itself should not be
considered an obstacle, underlined the importance of the discussion initiated by
the parliamentarians and the work of Collectif 95 Maghreb Egalite.

This meeting was regarded as crucial for the post-Beijing period by the
women of those different regions. It also cast a clear light on article 16 of
the Convention and its implementation in countries of Islamic tradition.
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Chapter 3. Women and the Media
Although the media are not specifically mentioned in the Convention, UNESCO
considers them a powerful instrument for implementing the Convention's
philosophy, that is, full application of the principle of equal rights for men
and women, and an appropriate means for making the voice of women heard.

An international symposium on "Women in the Media: Access to Expression
and Decision-Making" was held at Toronto from 28 February to 3 March 1995.
s
Aimed at eliminating discrimination in expression and decision-making in
and through the media, the symposium was the culmination of an activity
involving seven preparatory regional workshops.

These regional workshops (apia/Pacific, Harare/South and East Africa, Kuala
Lumpur/Asia, Quito/Latin America, Santiago de Cuba/Caribbean, Tirnovo/Europe and
Tunis/West and Central Africa and Arab countries) led to the formulation of
priority recommendations and plans of action to improve the access of women to
expression and decision-making in and through the media without interfering with
freedom of the press and taking into account specific contexts.

At the end of its work, the international symposium adopted a series of
recommendations known as the "Toronto Platform."

The results of all of these activities have been one of the main
contributions of UNESCO to the preparation of the Fourth World Conference on
Women.

The Toronto Platform of Action is a unique document of strategic importance
in promoting freedom of expression and the free movement of ideas without any
discrimination and for ensuring that the media become a resource for the
advancement of women as full partners in development and the construction of
peace and democracy.
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Chapter 4. Platform Plus

Platform Plus, a document adopted at UNESCO headquarters in Paris following
an international conference organized by the International Federation of Leagues
of Human Rights (FIDH/IFHR), the European Community and UNESCO on 30 and 31 May
1995, deals with the problems raised by recognition of the equal rights of men
and women in various regions and cultures and the strengthening of machinery for
the monitoring and implementation of international standards on the subject,
particularly those directly relating to CEDAW.

The signatories, representing about one hundred NGOs throughout the world,
reaffirmed the primacy of the principle of equality in law of men and women as
guaranteed by international instruments, and a number of principles and ideas
which had been central to the discussions in Beijing (see Platform Plus,Annex
I11).

In addition, Platform Plus was submitted by IFHR as a written communication
to the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on the Elimination of
Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities at its 47th session (E/CN.4/sub
2/1995/NGO 44). The document was also widely disseminated at the NGO Forum of
the Fourth World Conference on Women at Beijing and was the basis for much
discussion. The main organizers agreed to continue their cooperation and to
conduct a broad awareness campaign among women's organizations throughout the
world on the basis of the document. As regards UNESCO, Platform Plus will be
used as a part of its legal literacy programme, like the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination itself.
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Chapter 5. Statistical tables for education in the countries

submitting reports at the 15th session of CEDAW

[Tablel. - !
| 1 |

Estimated number ___Estimated adult

Country of aduR tliterates iiiteracy rates (%)
1980 [ 1905 1995

Total (000)] _ %F|Totel (000)] _ %F| _ Total|  Male[ Female

Ethiopis 15117 87, 10 052 57 645 545 747
Cube 716] 88 = 55 43 338 47
Paraguay 241 62 23 50 7.9 6.5 9.4
Philippines 2011 66 2734 53 LX) 50 5.7
Hungary [ 71 0 62 0,8 0.7 1.0
Ukraine 2219 48| 12 o

| i .




CEDAW/C/1996/3/Add.3
English
Page 24

ENROLMENT RATIOS BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION

PRE- IST+2ND| 35RD |
COUNTRY . TYEAR SEX [PRDMARY|®FIRSTLEVEL ! SECONDLEVZL| LEVELS | LEVE
Gross | Gaoss  N=T coss  NET | cmoss | cRoss
ETRIOPIA Age-groap (4-6) (7-12) (i3-18) (7-18) (19-23)
1980 MF 34 ] 2 0.4
M “ 11 29
F 3 6 16
1992 MF 1 5 - 11 is
M 1 n - 12 - 20
F 1 19 11 - 15
CUBA | s 217 (e1n| s
1980 MF s9| 106 95 8! 93 173
M 9 109 95 79 94 17.8
F s9| 103 95 83 93 16.7
1993 MF 94/ 104 100 77 [ 90
M 1071 104 9 73 55 88
F 81 108 166 8! 62 (7]
PARAGUAY  Age-group (6) (7-12) (13-18) (7-18) (19-23)
1980 MF 12| 104 87 26 67 83
M - 107 ) -
F 100 86 - ) -
1995 MF 41 112 9% 37 32 y; ] 99
M o 14 97 36 3l 7 10.7
F 2 10 9% I8 33 7 92
CYPRUS Age-group (2-9 (611) 11-19) (617 (20-2¢)
1980 MF 1 1 100 95 87 99 4
M 106 100 95 % 99 5
F 104 100 99 s 9 3
1993 MF 6| 101 97 9s 9 8 15
M 63| 101 97 9% % s 14
F 6| 101 97 9 ” » 16
TSRAEL Age-group (2-9) (6-13) (1417 (6-17) (18-22)
1980 MF 7 95 - 7 - s 294
M b5 ! - - - -
F 69 - - 31
1992 MF 31 95 - 1] - 9 353
M 95 3 - 9 333
F 9% - o1 % 354
PHILIPPINES  Age-growp (5-6) (7-12) (13-16) (7-16)} (17-21)
1980 MF ¢ 12 9 & ¢ [ 234
M 9 I 02 95 60 2 % ns
F A0 110 ] 69 3 " 262
1994 MF 111 l st _ ! i
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EA = Ecorcmicaily acuve qualifid mannower

Country Year Twpeof | Total Pcteatal scieadsis and Potectial technicians
data | o _emgiocers e

Total F. Total F
M @ 3 @) 5}
N T S ——_ T139469 55924 T
Cyprus 1987 EA *3286 B2 heki N sigest” | 10350
iops 198 ST 47115 12476 .
Himgary' 1990 EA 517650 517650 232 300 1. A
n_:..ﬁ_'nd__ e e e e T el e e - I -
Isaell . 1984 EA TTT394i0 174518 69500 174792 99 000
Philippines 1930 ST 1770762 1 006 402 ]
Ukxaine’ 1589 EA 6 822 000 2942 000 ~ 7588000 .

'Daufo:mhnidarsmindudzd«imthoseforpoxenﬁalsdcm'ss ard enginesss.

fDm:dcrwtheanmnldvimnubomfom.
3 Refiers to specialists in the national econoty, ie.

persons baving complewd education at the third leve: for potential

sciernsts and enginesrs aod secondary specialized education for technicians.

Swnbols used:
- Dam nort available
4. Daza included elsewhere with anotier Category

Technical notes:

i Voo :oomynsesthemlnumbs-otpusomm
qualificarions to Ye sciemists, engneers or techmicians,
the professions, a8 gainful employment, e22.), 385, =X

m:yofamnnyuapumdue.

Nignber of ieally acti fified EA):
seeking work in, axy branch of the ecanomy

in, or acuvely

B Nﬁs‘ngdmoupmmls:i.enﬁmnd
who have completec education et

estimated using the number of pessons

Jevels 6 and 7, for
nmmplasdeﬂna;ionziscm el 5)

possess the necessaiy
of ecotomic aczivity (production, S&T acvites.
panicaality or other charactesistics. present in the domestc

indudsaﬂpuwns,uspeciﬁedabmt,wMueenpﬁd
&t a given reference dute.

hn-ebeen&inmdbyUNESCOnﬁnsthemmbuof
memsmm:bm
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IST+2ND 3RD
COUNTRY YEAR SEX FIRST LEVEL | SECOND LEVEL| LEVELS LEVEL
GROSS  NEZT| GROSS NET | GROSS GROSS

BELGIUM Age-groep (6-11) (12-17) (6-17) (18-22)
1980 MF 104 97 91 97 26
M 104 97 %0 97 289
F 103 - 98 92 98 3
1991 MF 99 9% 103 101 -

M 99 95 103 104

E 100 97 104 102
HUNGARY  Age-gromp (6-13) (14-17) (6-17) (18-22)
1980 MF 9% 95 70 83 14.1
M 96 94 72 39 139
F 97 93 67 83 144
1993 MF 95 92 81 75 %0 16.9
M 3 sl 79 7 89 156
F 95 92 82 77 90 182
ICELAND Age-group (7-12) (13-19) (7-19) (20-2¢)
1980 MF 43 99 8% 92 169
M 89 13.1
F 82 21

1992 MF 46 100 103 102

M 36 102 - 108 104
F 46 98 - 101 100 -
UKRAINE Age-grop (3-6 (711 (12-16) (7-1€) (17-21)
1980 MF 60 102 - 9% 1] 416
Age-group (3-6) ( 7-10) (1117 (7-17 (13-22)
1993 MF 54 87 80 82

M 87 65 73

¥ 87 93 92

Note: Cyprus: Nt including Turkish earolmen: and population
Sowve: Suatstical Yearbook 1995 - Table 3.2
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Annex I

Seoul Declaration: For a World Without Sexual Exploitation
(12-15 June 1985)

We, the participants in the International Experts’ Meeting on Violence,
Sexual Exploitation of Human Beings, made up of thirty experts and observers,
including representatives of non-governmental organizations from each world
region, met in the Republic of Korea, at the invitation of the Women’'s
Development Institute and UNESCO, from 12 to 15 June 1995, to share information
and develop strategies aiming to put an end to the sexual exploitation against
human beings worldwide,

Reaffirm:
I. Human rights are universal, inalienable and indivisible.
II. Sexual exploitation violates the human rights of all those who are

exploited, regardless of the age, gender, race, ethnicity or class of the
victim.

III. Sexual exploitation takes many forms, including military prostitution,
street prostitution, brothel prostitution, casual prostitution, bride trade,
nentertainment", sex trafficking, sex tourism and pornography.

Iv. In many developing countries, development policies, structural adjustment
programmes and the development of market economies have drvien women into
service-related work that is disguised prostitution, or into sex trafficking to
so-called First World countries. In both developed and developing countries,
poverty has rendered women vulnerable to sexual exploitation.

V. Millions of women in prostitution and increasingly young people of both
sexes throughout the world are subjected to and suffer from harm, ranging from
physical violence or rape, torture, battering, kidnapping and murder to the
emotional violence of being treated as an object to be used and discarded.
Sexual exploitation thus is a human rights crisis of global proportions.

VI. In both wartime and times of peace, prostitution, pornography and rape have
been used by the military to humiliate and destroy "the enemy", to increase the
aggression of their troops and even to eradicate an entire people, as we have
seen in the mass rapes of Bosnian women and the sexual slavery of hundreds of
thousands of women, called "comfort women", by the Japanese military during
World War II.

VII. Sexual exploitation has had a devastating effect on the lives of members of
certain vulnerable groups: those of ethnic minority and indigenous status; those
subjected to racial discrimination; those in the migrating process; workers in
free trade zones; those in the entertainment industry, and those with
disabilities that are physical and mental.

VIII. Prostitution, which involves the sale of the human body for sex, is a
severe practice of sexual exploitation. Far from being an experience of
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liberation and personal freedom, prostitution involves the buying and selling of
human beings as chattel over whom the buyer wields absolute control and which he
uses for his own ends. This is a violation of physical and psychological
integrity defined by the victims as a vcommercialized rape”. Prostitution is
interconnected with and inseparable from other forms of sexual violence, such as
incest and sexual abuse of children, rape, battering of women and sexual
harassment.

IX. The idea that exploitation in prostitution is a free choice exonerates
society from responsibility and masks the harm done to individuals and to women
as a group by disguising the powerful social, economic, political and cultural
forces that push people into prostitution and maintain the sex industry.

X. Society and sex industry have conspired to render inviswible the harm of
sexual exploitation. A multi-billion dollar pornography industry has emerged as
a powerful instrument of socialization that erotizes sexual inequality and
normalizes sexual violence. Pornography and pornography-influenced media have
contributed to the legitimization of sexual exploitation and the demand for
prostitution.

XI. The use of the term "commercial sex worker" and the designation of
prostitution as acceptable work by States, international agencies and other
bodies dignifies and legitimizes what is fundamentally one of the most extreme
forms of the exploitation and oppression of human beings.

XII. Prostitution is not an individual misfortune but is an integral part
of a patriarchal system that makes possible the use of sex as an instrument of
violence and power. Although it assumes many different guises historically and
culturally, prostitution is an act of violence that degrades and dehumanizes
human beings.

XIII. Existing legal approaches -- whether regulationist, abolitionist or
criminal (prohibitionist) -- do not recognize or respect fundamental rights of
prostiituted women and trap them on the contrary within the system of
prostitution. For the most part existing legislation addressing prostitution and
the way such legislation has been applied, has failed to hold the network of
pimps, establishment owners and customers accountable, but instead has
exclusively resulted in the persecution of victims of prostitituion by the state
{police, judges and all those involved in the criminal prosecution of
prostitutes).

We urge:

XIV. All Member States of the United Nations which time and again have affirmed
in various instruments their commitment to promoting

and upholding human rights to recognize the reality and assume responsibility
for the massive development and maintenance of prostitution and sexual
exploitation of women;

XV. The United Nations Secretary-General to convene an International Public
Hearing on Prostitution and Sexual Exploitation, composed of experts and non-



CEDAW/C/1996/3/Add.3
English
pPage 30

governmental organizations on the issues and problems of prostitution and sexual
exploitation to assist Member States in the formulation of their policies;

XVI. The General Assembly to form an ad hoc Permanent Working Group on
Prostitution and Sexual Exploitation, whose task would be to consider the
feasibility of an optional Protocol to the 1949 Convention on the Suppression of
Trafficking in Persons and the Elimination of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others and consider new instruments, such as a proposed
convention against all forms of sexual exploitation. Specialized agencies of the
United Nations and relevant non-governmental organizations should be among
members of this Working Group;

XVII. The United Nations to develop a charter of humanitarian rights with a
monitoring system for victims of sexual exploitation and to form a committee to
provide emergency relief services for victims of prostitution and sexual
exploitation;

XVIII. The United Nations to require appropriate bodies and Commissions to
include in their programmes, investigations, monitoring and reporting procedures
the issues and problems of prostitution and sexual exploitation, in
collaboration with appropriate non-governmental organizations; to strengthen the
means of action of the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women to allow her
to effectively deal with prostitution and sexual exploitation;

XIX. The Member States to enter into bilateral and multilateral agreements
and cooperation on transnational situations concerning prostitution and
trafficking, such as legal actions, documentation of abuses, and services. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child covers such cooperation in situations
involving the sexual exploitation of children;

XX. The Member States to adopt provisions allowing them to pursue in their
territory nationals who have committed crimes abroad or offenses falling within
the definition of sexual exploitation even if the country authorizes these
practices;

XXI. The Member States of the United Nations to adopt laws making
pornography a violation of civil rights and women's rights;

XXII. The Member States to support initiatives of non-governmental
organizations aimed at protecting the rights and promoting the welfare of women
and children in prostitution;

ACTION PLAN

Recommend to Member States:

1. To repeal all laws and policies that criminalize prostitute women and to
impose criminal and other sanctions on the customers;

2. To enforce and to apply new and existing laws against pimps, procurers,
traffickers and their accomplieces. Prosecutors must be provided with necessary
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resources to investigate these cases while protecting the safety of victims and
other witnesses;

3. To apply, in situations of sexual exploitation and violence, existing laws
on violence and torture in accordance with international instruments;

4. To ensure prostitute women access to the judicial system to pursue criminal
and civil actions against perpetrators without fear of discrimination,
retaliation and retribution;

S. To allow organizations defending the human rights of victims of sexual
exploitation to go to court on their behalf;

6. To provide legal measures and services to handle the sexual exploitation of
women and children, especially in difficult circumstances, particularly during
the migration process, ethnic and communal conflicts as well as under conditions
of evacuation, detention and war;

7. To insert, in line with the Decade on Human Rights Education, the teaching
of human rights in general, and women’s human rights in particular, and the
issue of violence against women including prostitution in the curricula of all
educational institutions at all levels;

8. To develop gender-sensitive data and research on the forms, incidence and
effects of sexual exploitation of women and children in different countries;

9. To promote free and elective education, training, counseling and
consciousness-raising programmes in collaboration with non-governmental
organizations with the objective of empowering women in prostitution and
enabling them to lead independent lives, as well as programmes for the children
of prostitute women with the goal of breaking the cycle of prostitution;

10. To train and inform law enforcement personnel, health care workers and
police called upon to deal with victims of prostitution about the effects of
violence against women and sexual exploitation;

11. To provide resources to support activities of observation, research and
advocacy by non-governmental organizations working to end the sexual
exploitation of women in the media and through other technologies;

12. To encourage media to formulate guidelines to counter the growing culture
of sexual violence;

13. To make health services aimed at curbing HIV/AIDS consistent with the basic
human rights of prostituted women and not to impose discriminatory and
restrictive controls;

14. To set up free and elective health services that take into account the
physical and emotional conditions of prostitute women, and to ensure that health
care personnel provide them with the assistance and information required to
ensure their safety;
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15. To provide sanctuaries for women in prostitution and other victims of
sexual exploitation and other resources to meet their basic human needs.

To conclude, the members of the Seoul group of experts and the signatories
of this declaration declared themselves willing to work resolutely in favour of
a _world where sexual exploitation no longer exists, and to use all their owers
to make sure that measures included in the Seoul Declaration and its Plan of

Action are implemented.
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SUMMARY

Under the terms of resolutions 16.1 and 13.2 adopted by the General
Conference at its nineteenth and twentieth sessions respectively, the Director-
General is invited to present at biennial intervals, to the Executive Board and
then to the General Conference, a report describing the activities carried out
by the Organization in its fields of competence as a contribution to improving
the status of women.

In addition, resolution 13.2 adopted by the General Conference at its twenty-
first session, resolution 14.2 adopted at its twenty-second session, resolution
14.2 adopted at its twenty-third session, resolution 14.1 adopted at its twenty-
fourth session, resolution 109, paragraph 3(a), adopted at its twenty-fifth
session and resolution 11.1, adopted at its twenty-sixth session, invite the
Director-General ’'to broaden and deepen the examination of obstacles to female
participation in UNESCO’'s activities and to intensify his efforts to remove such
obstacles, and to improve the career opportunities for women currently employed
by UNESCO both at Headquarters and in the field’ and ’'to submit regular reports
to the Executive Board and the General Conference on the results of these
efforts’.

This report has been drawn up in pursuance of these resolutions. It follows
on from documents 20 C/17, 21 C/16, 22 C/17, 23 C/18, 24 C/16, 25 C/15 and 26
C/15 and covers the period 1994-1995. It describes all that the Organization has
done inside the Secretariat, in Member States and within the framework of the
United Nations system to contribute to improving the status of women.
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INTRODUCTION
1. This report (28 C/22) has been drawn up pursuant to resolutions adopted by

the General Conference since its nineteenth session, and is the ninth of its
kind. It covers the most recent Programme and Budget (1994-1995) of the Medium-
Term Plan for 1990-1995. During this period, the draft Medium-Term Strategy for
1996-2001 and the Draft Programme and Budget for 1996-1997 were drawn up. The
1994-1995 biennium was also the one in which preparations were made for UNESCO's
participation in the Fourth World Conference on Women: Action for Equality,
Development and Peace (4-15 September 1995) at Beijing, and in the NGO Forum.

2. In its resolutions 3.11 'Network of women'’'s centres for promoting cultural
exchange in the Mediterranean’, 4.3 ‘Women and the media’ and 11.1 'Women', the
General Conference at its twenty-seventh session strengthened, and in some cases
supplemented, the activities of planned and budgeted programmes, and defined
specific strategies.

3. In 144 EX/Decision 5.1.4, the Executive Board invited the Director-General,
when making preparations for the Beijing Conference, to take into account the
action strategy employed under the transverse programme for women and, more
particularly, the specific programme ’'Women, science and technology’ .

4. Finally, it should be recalled that, at its most recent session, the
Intergovernmental Council of the International Hydrological Programme (IHP), in
its resolution ‘Women and water resources’, requested UNESCO and the Member
States to promote projects for and with women in this field, to appoint more
women to be members of the IHP working groups and to propose a draft resolution
on this issue to the General Conference at its twenty-eighth session.

5. The execution of the 1994-1995 programme followed the ‘dual strategy’
adopted by the Medium-Term Plan for 1990-1995, which involved the planning of
activities specifically related to women in the various programme areas, the
integration of the ‘female dimension’ into all the Organization'’s activities and
the co-ordination of such activities by a central unit. Across the entire range
of programme activities, four programme actions specifically aimed at women were
adopted in document 27 C/s5 Approved: (i) to increase the participation of women
in conventional forms of basic education (paras. 01 109-01 1 10), (ii) to
enhance scientific and technological literacy and the participation of girls in
science and technology education (paras. 01212-01213), (iii) to introduce
informatics studies to the young, especially women, in order to facilitate their
entry into the world of work (para. 04405), and (iv) elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women (paras. 05228-05233). In addition, it should be
noted that many activities have been identified and implemented within the
framework of the dual Strategy. It should also be noted that all the activities
of the Organization concern men as well as women. Only those activities relating
specifically to women or focused on a gender-related issue are presented in this
report. Activities from which women have benefited (grants, training courses,
participation in UNESCO meetings’) are not dealt with exhaustively.
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I. REPORT ON ACTIVITIES DURING THE BIENNIUM
I.1 Major Programme Area 1: Education and the future
6. Under the programme action to 'increase their participation in conventional

forms of basic education’ (paras. 01109-01110), the strategy adopted has been to
implement this programme at national and regional levels and to decentralize
nearly all activities.

7. With regard to Africa, where ac.ivities enjoyed twofold priority under the
headings of ’‘Africa’ and ’'women’, a large number of activities undertaken in
this region were geared to the advancement of women, and many specific
activities were related to the issue of women and gender differences. A document
in English and French, ‘Educating girls and women in Africa’, which will be
distributed at the Beijing Conference (para. 01110), will report on UNESCO's
efforts in this field. Ministers and senior officials of eight countries of the
Sahel met from 19 to 23 January 1994 in Dakar for a subregional conference on
'the education of girls in the countries of the Sahel’ (World Bank/UNESCO). An
International Consultation on Women's mid Girls’ Education in the Least-
Developed Countries, the majority of which are African, was held at Headquarters
from 18 to 21 April 1995, pursuant to the recommendations of the Ouagadougou
Declaration, with the main objective of establishing a plan of action on the,
education of girls and women and social development (para. 01114).

8. In this region, efforts focused on training teachers and making them aware
of the problems of gender-based discrimination in education and on the training
and the promotion of women teachers to decision-making posts in the field of
educational planning. A contract was concluded with the Forum for African Women
Educationists (FAWE), an NGO whose members are senior women officials such as
ministers and planners, for the preparation of teaching materials and the
training of w(,men teachers. The 31 December Women’s Movement of Ghana, under
another contract, equipped pre-school education centres and trained activity
organizers. Teacher-training modules on gender-based discrimination were also
put into practice in Niger and Burkina Faso (para. 01110). Furthermore, in
Burkina Faso, Malawi, Ghana, Namibia and Mali, workshops were held on guidance
for girls. Lastly, to expand the participation of girls in conventional forms of
basic education, in 1994-1995 BREDA conducted seven national studies in English-
and French-speaking Africa (para. 01109-BREDA) .

9. Projects in collaboration with UNICEF were, developed, which confirmed the
need for co-operation in the field for the- benefit of the population groups
concerned. With the Nigerian Primary Education Commission, research has been
conducted on the development of basic education curricula for girls (para.
01110-Lagos) . A consultation held in Nairobi from 10 to 14 April 1994 led to the
preparation of a plan to promote the education of girls, which implies close,
Co-operation among communities, schools and institutions.

10. With regard to the Arab States, resolution 6 adopted by the fifth Regional
Conference of Ministers of Education (MINEDARAB V) called for an evaluation of
strategies implemented, the preparation of a regional declaration and the
establishment of a network that would cater in particular for rural and deprived
women. In Qatar, from 27 to 29 May 1995, a draft declaration was prepared along

/...
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those lines for presentation at Khartoum between 14 and 17 August 1995 (paras.
011095-01110-UNEBAD) . In this region, where the issue of schooling for girls at
primary and secondary levels continues to be a cause for concern (in 1990, the
gross enrolment rate for girls in primary education was 74.1 per cent compared
with 92.2 per cent for boys and 45.7 per cent and 60.2 per cent respectively in
secondary education), priority was given to the identification of new
Opportunities for girls not enrolled in school: two pilot projects were launched
in Jordan and Sudan. A workshop will be held in Egypt in November 1995 to
organize the collection of basic data on the education of girls in rural areas
and to offset the near-total absence of statistics in tills field (para. 01134-
UNEBAS) .

11. But the gap between girls and boys widens further at university level (,in
199(), the gross enrolment rate for girls in tertiary education was 8.7 per
cent, compared with 14.7 per cent for boys). An experimental project to inform
and guide girls and the communities concerned has been carried out with the
University of Bahrain. After evaluation, this project will be continued in other
countries of the region.

12. 1Illiteracy rates are also very high among women. It is obvious, therefore,
that the problem of literacy instruction for women warrants the adoption of
major institutional and financial strategies. But. the role that civil society
and voluntary organizations can play should not be overlocked. With UNESCO’s
support, NGOs have set up five centres in Amman (Jordan), and, thanks partly to
volunteer work by teachers, BS women receive literacy instruction at each
session. Written and audio-visual reading materials for newly literate women
have been prepared in Arabic for post-literacy training classes. They consist
inter alia of ten extensively illustrated publications on environment, health
and population issues, and on mathematics, science and technology (para. 01129-
UNEBAD) .

13. With regard to the countries of Asia and the Pacific, activities have been
aimed at deprived groups (victims of unemployment, poverty, prostitution, AIDS
or violence). In Beijing, in March 1994, the Co-operative Action Strategy to
Basic Education (CASE) invited the representatives of Bangladesh, China, India,
Sri Lanka and Thailand to analyse problems linked to rapid urbanization and the
integration of women through work. In Apia, in September 1994, a subregional
workshop on literacy teaching and the family attended by participants from 13
countries of the Pacific, mainly women, addressed the issue of literary output
and the promotion of reading (para. 01109-APIA). In March 1995, a meeting of
experts was held in Chiang Mai (Thailand) to sensitize political leaders to the
need for education that does not discriminate against women and girls (paras.
01109-01110-PROAP) . tinder the literacy teaching project for women in Asia, five
national workshops (Philippines, India, Viet Nam, Nepal and Bangladesh) and a
seminar were held during the biennium. The Islamabad Office has organized
meetings with donors in order to raise funds in the private sector for local
NGOS. Meanwhile, technical and financial assistance was provided to Bunyad
Literacy Community Council, an NGO working in Lahore (Pakistan) and in Punjab
(India), to organize workshops for operators and teachers who support girls’
education in villages (para. 01110-Islamabad). A booklet on women’s education in
Yunnan province in China will be circulated in August 1995 (para. 01114). The
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third phase of a project on the building of hostels for girls, funded by Norway,
was completed in 1994 in Nepal (para. 01110).

14. With regard to the region of Latin America and the Caribbean, activities
have been targeted at specific groups (indigenous people and population groups
living in extreme poverty). In spite of the efforts made and the progress
recorded in literacy teaching, in 1990, women still accounted for 55.4 per cent
of the illiterate population over the age of 15. UNESCO has also provided
support for and co-operated in efforts made by UNDP to maintain and improve
educational achievements in the context of structural adjustment. The
Organization’s action has been developed mainly with UNICEF and ECLAC (para.
01114), and publications have been issued on women living in poverty and their
children in Latin America, illiteracy among Chilean women (UNESCO/UNICEF
evaluation) and a regional survey entitled ‘Gender, Education and Development’
(para. 01114-OREALC).

15. In June 1994, the DANIDA/UNESCO project on literacy instruction for
indigenous peasant women in Peru came to an end. It enabled 5 000 women from
Cajamarca and Cuzco, the poorest regions of the country, to gain access to
education. Bilingual educational material in Spanish and Quechua and a video
were produced for this project, which will continue in co-operation with the
Ministry of Education, the Federation of Peasant Women (FEMCA) of Anta and the
University of Cajamarca (para. 01109-OREALC) .

16. The interdisciplinary project ‘The young child and the family environment’
has been implemented mainly for the benefit of women and girls. Multi-service
centres for children and women have been set up and training programmes
established for women in order to promote equality of access for children of
both sexes to early childhood services and to encourage equitable sharing of
family duties. In addition, in the context of the, implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, programmes have been prepared to help
Member States to draft their final report, in particular, the item concerning
the access of girls to education (para. 01135).

17. Under programme action to ‘enhance scientific and technological literacy
and the participation of girls in science and technology education’ at secondary
level (paras. 01211-01223), the International Association for Educational and
Vocational Guidance carried out a survey in May 1995 as part of the
International Project on Technical and Vocational Education (UNEVOC), on the
access of women and girls to technical and vocational education in ten countries
(para. 01223), In June 1994, a consultation mission analysed the difficulties of
women and girls in gaining access to the labour market in Oman (para. 01223); in
July 1995, an international meeting of experts from 15 countries, organized by
UNESCO and the Korean Manpower Agency, was held in Seoul (para. 01223).

18. Under the subprogramme on higher education, the preparation of a synopsis
on the status of teachers had been requested. within the framework of ILO/UNESCO
co-operation and with a view to the implementation of the Recommendation on the
Status of Teachers (para. 01243). This request has been partly satisfied, and
was the, subject of a specific chapter on women in the sexennial report on the
status of teachers submitted to the Executive Board in May 1995 (CEART-VI-1994-
12) (para. 01243).
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19. With regard to the 'strengthening of international co-operation for reforms
and the setting, up of innovative machinery for transfers of knowledge’, in co-
operation with the Inter-American Organization for Higher Education (OUI),
Canada, a study on ’‘Female graduates and feminine leadership’ and training
courses for women in higher education have been prepared. An international
network linking women in higher education has been established by the
Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU); a seminar organized in co-
ordination with the International Federation of University Women (IFUW) was held
in August 1995 in Yokohama, Japan. Its results will be presented during a round
table at the NGO ForumBeijing. A book will be published on university courses in
women’s studies (para. 01236). In Buenos Aires (Argentina), in September 1994, a
meeting of women researchers and academics examined the possibilities of
establishing a Latin American network for the development of women’s studies.
The participants considered this question to be premature (para. 01245) ; on the
other hand, a UNESCO Chair of women’'s studies has been requested by the
University of Warsaw (para. 01241-CEPES). CEPES has also published, in
collaboration with UNICEF and the European Network of Women’s Studies, a
brochure on ’‘Gains and losses: women ill transitional periods in Central and
Eastern Europe’ (para. 01236-CEPES).

20. Under the interdisciplinary and inter-agency co-operation project
‘Environment and population education and information for human development’
(EPD), many activities have been carried out in co-operation with women'’s NGOS.
An analysis of the content of population education curricula, which dealt inter
alia with ways of presenting the consequences on demography of certain practices
such as the preferential treatment given to boys (in health care, enrolment in
schools), or femicide, was carried out in Egypt, India, Uganda and France
(paras. 01301-01325-EPD). In June 1995, a subregional meeting was held in
Tashkent (Uzbekistan) jointly with UNDP and in co-operation with the Committee
of Women of Uzbekistan on the theme ‘Challenges for women in Central Asia’. The
results of this meeting will be circulated in Beijing.

21. Under the programme on preventive education, in co-operation with UNICRI
and the European Community, a project negotiated in 1992 was launched in
February 1995 on the role of women as preventive educators against drug abuse in
Mediterranean countries. Financial and intellectual assistance was provided for
the international symposium held in Moscow, Russian Federation, in June 1335, on
the theme ‘Social and ecological security for women on the threshold of the
twenty-first century’. Lastly, in Asia, 13 training workshops on environment and
health have been organized with the Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women
Association (PPSEWA). A poster and publications will be distributed in Beijing
by this organization (para. 01310}.

22. With a view to the preparation of the 1995 World Education Report, which
will deal mainly with the education of women and girls, an international
symposium, organized by UNESCO in London (January 1995) in co-operation with the
London Institute of Education of the University of London on the theme 'Is there
a pedagogy for girls?’, brought together approximately 30 participants (para.
01260) .
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1.2 Major Programme Area 11: Science for progress and the environment

53. Pparticular attention has been paid to strengthening the participation of
women in all the activities of this major programme area. In addition, as part
of the reinforcement of priority areas, a special programme entitled ‘Women,
science and technology’ has been implemented directly by the Science Sector and
the Co-ordinating Unit for Activities Relating to Women.

24. 1In the UNESCO World Science Report 1995, a chapter was devoted to women,
showing the disparity between men and women. For example, in Canada, 55 per cent
of science students at university are women, but only 19 per cent of those
become teachers; in Japan, the proportions are 12 per cent out of 29 per cent.
In the United States, 25 per cent of girls as against 40 per cent of boys have
done three years of mathematics before completing then’ secondary studies, and
ljess than one fifth of doctorates in 1989-1930 were obtained by women. In the
United Kingdom, women accounted for only 1.9 per cent of teachers in biology,
1.3 per cent in physics, 0.8 per cent in mathematics and 0.7 per cent in
engineering. In Cbte d4’'Ivoire, in 1992, 16.1 per cent of girls were enrolled in
mathematics courses and 12 per cent in natural sciences, while only two women
were university professors. These figures demonstrate the relevance of having
established within this major programme area a specific programme on ‘Women,
science and technology’.

25. As part of the implementation of the activities of Major Programme Area II,
women have been awarded fellowships and contracts. In certain fields, UNESCO’s
choice in favour of women'’'s participation has been decisive. For instance, an
initiative of the Regional Office for Science and Technology for Europe (ROSTE)
at Venice, Italy, provided funding to enable women scientists to participate in
the, seminar organized in Kénigswinter, Germany, from 23 to 25 January 1995 on
the theme ’'The societal dimension of biosphere reserves: biosphere reserves for
people’, arid also made it possible to hold a working group on ‘Women and the
biosphere’. Finally, attention should be drawn to the financial support given to
the International Congress of Women Mathematicians, which was held a{ Moscow,
Russian Federation, from 30 May to 5 June 1995. Under the Man and Biosphere
(MAB) programme, a number of publications have dealt with women’'s issues: Women
in the Humid Tropics, which deals with the importance of the role of women in
the, conservation of water and forests; Women’s Role in the Management of Arid
and Semi-arid Lands in Sub-Saharan pastoral and Agropastoral Societies, on the
way in which women help to combat desertification; and, finally, the booklet on
The Role of Women in Natural Disaster Reduction, which lays stress on women'’s
capacity for mobilization in order to reduce the impact of such disasters.

26. The main objective of the 'Women, science and technology’ project is to
combat gender disparities and sexist stereotypes in this area. In Zimbabwe,
UNESCO made it possible to organize a two-week subregional scientific university
session for girls. In collaboration with the relevant National Commissions, a
competition has been launched for girls in China, Viet Nam, Ghana and Peru.
UNESCO has provided funds to enable the winners to attend the NGO Forum at
Beijing, where a major event will be the ‘Once and Future pavilion’, devoted to
all activities related to science arid technology. UNESCO has also provided the
Third World Organization for Women in Science with financial support for the
organization of a round table on 'Women. Science and Technology: What Visions

/...
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for the Twenty-First Century’, which will be held in the ’'Once and Future
Pavilion’.

27. UNESCO has supported the initiative of the University of Dijon to produce a
video cassette entitled ’'Au fait? ... les filles’ on the teacher-student
relationship from the point of view of gender. UNESCO has also co-published,
with the French National Commission, a work entitled The Scientific Education of
Girls: education beyond reproach?. The purpose of this work, which has been
published in French, English, Spanish and Chinese, is to make teachers more
aware of gender discrimination in science teaching. Presentation leaflets
containing order forms will be distributed at Beijing,

28. Finally, under the special project ‘Women, science and technology’, a
project has been launched in association with a Congolese NGO, the Malie Bouangi
Foundation, on appropriate technologies for the development of agropastoral
activities.

I.3 Major Programme Area III: Culture: past, present and future

29. The second component of the Medium-Term Plan strategy, the inclusion of the
‘women’s dimension’ in programme activities, has been relatively well
implemented. Furthermore, additional funds for the reinforcement of priority
areas have made it possible to carry out specific activities for women, in
accordance with the provisions of 27 C/Resolution 3.11 (network of women'’s
centres for promoting cultural exchange in the Mediterranean). This enabled the
first meeting of the UNESCO Shore-to-Shore Network ‘Réunir’ to be held at
Casablanca, Morocco, ’'Hi October 1994. A preparatory meeting was organized at
Bonn by the German National Commission in April 1994 (para. 03204). An art book
on women painters in Latin America has been subsidized. In collaboration with
the Society for International Development (SID), a workshop was organized at
Headquarters in January 1995 on ’Cultural changes in women’s life stages’. A
publication on the results of this meeting has been prepared and will be
distributed at the NGO Forum at Beijing at a round table to be held on this
theme.

30. Under the programme of international safeguarding campaigns, certain
restored monuments have been converted into education centres for women: three
at Sana’a, Yemen, and one in Mauritania, in asssociation with women’s co-
operatives in the Cities of Memory, the last relics of desert civilization
(para. 03112).

31. Under the programme ’Cultural identities, creation and cultural exchanges,
a project entitled ‘Nomadic identity, aspects of the Peul and Touareg
civilizations: a study of the cultural expression of nomad women in the Sahel’.
which had been intended to study the role of women as managers of cultural
identity, was launched in 1994. However, as a result of difficulties due to
conditions on the ground, this activity has been halted.

32. Under the subprogramme entitled ‘Books and reading’ a UNESCO/France/Africa
Committee composed of French NGOs and African associations in France has

launched a campaign entitled 'Reading for All’, aimed primarily at women (para.
03225) . A training seminar for rural community centre organizers on encouraging

/..
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the reading habit was held in Benin in April 1995 and was attended by equal
numbers of men and women. In collaboration with the Colombian Government, a
programme for the encouragement of reading was launched in Colombia, among the
poorest social groups, for mothers who are heads of households. Thirty-three
women nationals of Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba and Venezuela have
received grants under the activities for the promotion of reading of the
Regional Centre for Book Development in Latin America and the Caribbean
(CERLALC) (para. 03228-CERLALC) .

33. In co-operation with the World Crafts Council (WCC), a meeting on the role
of craftswomen in development in Latin America was organized (para. 03214). In
addition, an art book on craftswomen entitled Talented Women will be published.

I.4 Major Programme Area IV: Communication, information and
informatics in the service of humanity

34. Under the subprogramme on the free flow of information, independence and
pluralism of the media (para. 04110), an international symposium on ‘'Women and
the media: access to expression and decision-making’ was organized, thanks, in
part, to extra-budgetary funds from Canada and Belgium, and to the very active
collaboration of the Canadian National Commission, which played a leading role
in the organization of the symposium. The results of that international
symposium, which was prepared by seven regional workshops, are contained in the
Toronto Platform for Action, which will be distributed at Beijing. Following the
Toronto symposium, a network of women journalists WOMMED/FEMMED was also
established. In addition, certain audio-visual documents prepared for the
symposium will be presented at the workshop on women and the media, which is to
be held on the occasion of the Beijing Conference. The Toronto Platform for
Action, which dealt with the entire range of issues of women and the media, took
a stand on violence, both that spread by the media and attacks on media
professionals, in particular women who 'expose or speak out against extremists,
be they political, religious, racist, etc.’. The problem of vioclence against
women journalists is one of the points developed in the UNESCO Notebook entitled
Violence (UNESCO, Ma 1995) .

35. Under the International Programme for the Development of Communication
(IPDC), activities have been developed for women with a view to enhancing their
vocational training or providing support in the form of technical equipment: in
China and Central Asia, a ’'Pacific women television exchange project’ has been
established for the production and exchange of audio-visual material by and for
women. In Brazil, a project has been developed on the contribution of the media
to the training of women in environmental protection, and in Benin, a training
workshop was held on ‘professional ethics, launching a newspaper and marketing’
(October 1994). In the United Republic of Tanzania, six associations have been
established for the development of community media, and in Zimbabwe and
Cameroon, computer equipment has been provided by the Federation of African
Media Women for the training of professional media women in southern Africa. In
addition, with the Support of UNESCO, women have been able to launch periodicals
such as La Tribune des Femmes in Benin, the women's magazine Senda in
Mozambique, the newspaper Legalité, in Gabon, and Gennet in Ethiopia. There have
been co-productions with Tunisian radio and television and the National Film
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Institute of Ghana on the schooling of young people in Burkina Faso and
Cameroon, and on the status of "women in East Africa (paras. 04107-04110).

36. The MED-MEDIA project ‘Women, communication, human resources and
development’ aimed at providing training, research and equipment in the
Mediterranean Countries has received financial support from the European Union.
These funds have been used to train women Journalists in Algeria, Egypt, Morocco
and Tunisia, and also to purchase equipment for the Egyptian magazine Hawwéd’
(Eve) .

37. Under the programme on informatics, efforts have concentrated specifically
on introducing young people, and in particular women, to informatics, with a
view to facilitating their entry into the world of work (para. 04402). Training
courses in informatics and office automation have been heldco-operation with the
Ministry of Culture at Rabat. Morocco, and with the National Commissions of
Antigua and Barbuda, , Bangladesh, Equatorial Guinea and Mozambique. In the
United Republic of Tanzania, 165 women have received postgraduate, training.
Five projects have also been developed in Latin America (Bolivia, Colombia,
Cuba, Panama and Peru) and in Australia, and support has been lent to the Latin
American Social Sciences Council (CLACSO) for the development of an information
system on women.

I.5 Major Programme Area V: Social and human sciences:
contribution to development, peace, human rights and democracy

38. Activities on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women
have three objectives: (1) reinforcing the principle of equality of tights
between men and women, (,II) combating the more extreme forms of discrimination,
(iii) strengthening the action of scientific, academic and associative networks
whose action is related to the two preceding objectives. With regard to the
application of international standards, a special effort has been made during
this biennium, particularly ill respect of the application of UNESCO’s standard-
setting instruments. This action, which was strengthened by 27 C/Resolution I
1.1, was motivated by the fact that very few of the communications received by
the Committee on Conventions and Recommendations concerned matters related to
the violation of the rights of women, and although twice as many such
communications were received compared with the previous biennium (six instead of
three), the total number remains very low (para. 05228bis). A booklet will be
published on the basis of this study in order to make NGOs more aware of the
standards and procedures recognized by UNESCO and the international community
with regard to the equality of men and women in UNESCO’s fields of competence.
This issue was the subject of the seminar held under the global project prepared
jointly by the Marie Bouanga Foundation and UNESCO (March 1995). Following that
meeting, a campaign was launched on the situation of widows. Attention should
also be drawn to UNESCO's important contribution to the establishment of the
‘Maison de la femme’ at Brazzaville, one of whose m@tin purposes will be the
dissemination of information on the rights of women in the Congo (activities
carried out for the reinforcement of priority areas).

39. From 2 to 4 November 1994, UNESCO invited to its Headquarters experts from
the Committee o0il the Elimination of Discrimination against Women to consider
the application of Article 10 of the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All

/...
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Forms of Discrimination against Women. On the basis of their work, the Committee
adopted, at its 13th session in January 1995, a Manifesto entitled "towards a
Gender-inclusive Culture through Education’, which will be discussed by a panel
to be organized during the Fourth World Conference on Women.

40. UNESCO contributed to the preparation of the round table entitled "The
Parliament of Women in Islamic Countries’, to be held at the NGO Forum at
Beijing on the initiative of the 'Collective 95 Maghreb Egalité’, which has been
joined by a great many NGOs concerned in the Asia, Africa and Europe regions.
This round table will present at Beijing ‘100 measures’ for the improvement of
the status of women. The International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH), in
collaboration with UNESCO and the European Union, organized in May 1995, at
UNESCO House in Paris, a meeting of some 100 international NGOS. The latter
examined issues which had not been resolved by the draft Platform for Action for
Beijing, an(] expressed then- views on the shape of a further document,
‘Platform Plus’, for which it steering committee has been established to ensure
its promotion before, during and after Beijing (para. 05229).

41. As part of the 'fight against extreme forms of discrimination’, a seminar
on sexual exploitation and the traffic in women and girls in Latin America was
held at Caracas from 7 to 11 March 1994, and resulted in a publication (para.
05230); from 12 to 15 June 1995 at Seoul, at the invitation of the Korean
Government, a meeting of experts was held on the sexual exploitation of human
beings, with a view to identifying strategies conducive to reinforcing
international action against the sex trade and the sexual slave-trade. The
revision of international standards was one of the points of the Beijing
Platform for Action on which there was consensus at the 39th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (New York, March 1995). A declaration of
principles and a plan of action were adopted at Seoul and will be presented to
the NGO Forum at a workshop organized by UNESCO with the participation of the
International Federation of Human Rights, the Coalition Against the Trafficking
in Women and the International Abolitionist Federation. which will be the main
members of the network for a new convention against the sexual exploitation of
human beings. Preparatory to the World Conference, UNESCO has also established a
network of women’s groups working at the local level against violence, war and
extreme poverty: the Women’s International Network (WIN). A meeting has been
organized at Rome in collaboration with the municipal authorities, and a
newsletter has been launched for the purpose of strengthening the bonds of
solidarity between these women’s groups. A booklet will be disseminated at the
NGO Forum at Beijing, and the partners of WIN[UNESCO will take part in the
various activities to be held during the Forum (as part of the reinforcement of
priority areas).

42. Within the framework of the implementation of 141 EX/Decision 9.3 and 27
C/Resolution I 1. 1, which request the, Director-General to organize a Study on
‘the use of rape as a tool of war - its causes and consequences’ in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, a mission was dispatched in February 1995 to Zagreb and Dubrovnik
and the refugee camps at Korcula. Working meetings were held at Zagreb with
UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO); a meeting of experts was held at
Headquarters on 23 and 24 June 1994 for the purpose of drafting a report. That
study was submitted to the Executive. Board at its 145th session (May 1995)
(paras. 05229bis-05230). A photographic report was undertaken in March and April

VAR
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1995 on the situation of women in the Tuzla enclave in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and will be presented at Beijing. In addition,close collaboration with the
Croatian authorities, representatives of the medical profession of that country
and representatives of Bosnian NGOs in Croatia, an information document was
published for distribution to the gynaecological services of that country for
the information of hospital staff and women in difficulty in order to help to
solve problems relating to the birth of unwanted children.

43. Pursuant to 27 C/Resolution 3.11, entitled ‘'Network of women’s centers for
promoting Cultural exchange in the Mediterranean’, a UNESCO Interbalkan Centre
for Women and Peace has been established at Thessaloniki, Greece; the
Secretariat will organize a round table at Beijing in collaboration with the
Centre on the situation of women in those countries.

44. The question of the contribution of women to the culture of peace and of
their situation in war was the main theme of the celebration of International
Women'’'s Day (8 March) in 1994 and 1995, which were ’'open house’ days to our
partners from various associations. who came to pay tribute to women who have
devoted their lives to justice and democracy in the world: Algerian,
Palestinian, Israeli, Rwandese and South African women. UNESCO financed the
National Women's Forum held at Brazzaville in December 1993, which appointed an
ad hoc Committee for Peace for the purpose of bringing together the various
political forces of the country in order to halt violence. It was thanks to this
initiative that the national dialogue for peace was launched (an activity
financed as part of the reinforcement of priority areas).

45. UNESCO contributed to the organization of the seminar on the place of women
@1 Palestine held at Jerusalem from 24 to 26 October and financed by the
European project MED-CAMPUS and the French Institut national des sciences
administratives. As a result of this meeting, working links were established
with the Women’s Studies Group of Birzeit University-, these links will be given
concrete expression in the coming biennium (para. 05231). Similarly, on the
theme of the building of democracy and the participation of women, a regiocnal
meeting of experts was held at Windhoek, Namibia, from 18 to 22 October 1994. At
that meeting, a list of NGOs and networks on equality for women in East and
Southern Africa was drawn up and a film was produced. both of which will be
presented at Beijing (para. 05231). On that same theme, a training seminar for
the leaders of women’s centres in various Cambodian provinces was held from 4 to
8 April 1995 at Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

46. 1In January 1995, a Preparatory Meeting on the Forum of the Mediterranean
Women and regional development was organized by UNESCO, CREDIF (Tunis) and the
Italian, Moroccan and Spanish National Commissions prior to the second Forum of
the Mediterranean Women (2-4 June 1995). A final declaration was signed by
political dignitaries who attended the Forum and will be submitted to the NGO
Forum in Beijing at a meeting organized by UNESCO and its various partners. In
collaboration with the city of Barcelona and the Catalan Institut de la Dofia, a
Foundation for Women, Science and Culture was established under the auspices of
UNESCO. In November 1995, the winner will be announced of the competition for
women architects held for the design of the ‘Ladies’ Way’, a park which is to
surround the Foundation (para. 05229).
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47. 1In October 1994, the third session of UNESCO’'s Summer University of Black
Sea Women was organized in collaboration with the Romanian National Commission
on the theme ’'Women and work in societies in transition’. In view of the success
of this activity, the Romanian National Commission wishes to make it a permanent
activity, whose secretariat would be provided by the National Commission (para.
05229) . In collaboration with the Armenian National Commission and the National
Commissions of the Commonwealth of Independent State (c1S) the first meeting of
women of this since the start of the democratic process was held at Erevan,
Armenia. This meeting demonstrated theit, despite the efforts aimed at achieving
democratization, women have not succeeded in making themselves heard and
ensuring that the question of women is recognized as a national issue (para.
05231) .

II. UNESCO’s PARTICIPATION IN THE FOURTH WORLD
CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, BEIJING (4-15 September 1995)

48. Pursuant to paragraph 11 105 of document 27 c/s Approved, a Consultative
Committee

on Women, chaired by the Director-General, was set up. Composed of 12
representatives of Member States, representatives of the NGO Standing Committee
and of the Forum for African Women Educationists (FAWE) and seven outside
persons of distinction, the Committee was also open to all the Members of the
Executive Board, and to representatives of permanent delegations and National
Commissions for UNESCO wishing to take part in its work. The Special Adviser to
the Director-General on Women, Gender and Development was asked to provide the
secretariat for this Committee, which had two main functions: firstly, to advise
UNESCO on the preparation of the Fourth World Conference on Women, and secondly,
to contribute to the formulation of a strategy making it possible to translate
more effectively into action the priority that the General Conference has agreed
in principle to give to the promotion of women.

49. The Committee met in Paris three times just before the sessions of the
Executive Board, thus allowing Members of the Board and representatives of
National Commissions present on those occasions to attend. The President of the
General Conference, the Chairperson of the Executive Board and the Secretary-
General of the Fourth World Conference, Ms. G. Mongella, honoured the meetings
with their presence.

50. With regard to the preparation of the Fourth World Conference on Women
which the secretariat of the Consultative Committee on Women was responsible for
coordinating within UNESCO, action was taken on several fronts: with regard to
the preparation of official conference documents, UNESCO contributed to the
following United Nations publications ’'Les femmes dans une éconcmie en
mutation’, ‘The World’s Women: Trends and Statistics’, the review and appraisal
of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, and a basic Conference document setting out the draft
platform for Action, in which two chapters and a subchapter relating to
education, communication and the culture of peace respectively were prepared on
the joint initiative of UNESCO and certain Member States. UNESCO's contribution
to these documents also dealt with the issues of women’s rights and violence.
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51. UNESCO also contributed through studies on girls‘’ and women’s education to
the regional preparatory conferences held in Vienna, Amman, Mar del Plata and
Dakar and took an active part in all those conferences, as in the one in
Jakarta. With financial assistance under the Participation Programme, a
subregional consultation of English-speaking African countries was held by the
National Commission of Zimbabwe (Harare, 4-8 July 1994), with a view to the
preparation of the African Regional Platform. UNESCO provided funding enabling
five women to participate in the African regional preparatory conference and
some ten women from the least developed and African countries, most of them
representing National Commissions, to attend the Beijing Conference.

52. UNESCO also mobilized its own energies and those of its partners (National
Commissions, permanent delegations, NGOS) for the preparation of the Conference,
and an intersectoral working group was set up within the Organization for that
purpose. In addition to experts on 'Women's Contribution to the Culture of
Peace’ was held in Manila from 15 to 18 April 1995, in co-operation with the
National Commission of the Philippines for UNESCO and the United Nations
Division for the Advancement of Women, and its report will be submitted to the
Beijing Conference. A first draft of a Statement on Women’s Contribution to a
Culture of Peace was drawn up at that meeting. That text, which has since been
supplemented and finalized, will be submitted at Beijing for signature by women
heads of State and Government and other political and cultural figures of the
highest level, both women and men. The Statement will be a substantial
contribution by UNESCO to the Conference and t(, enlisting support for a culture
of peace.

53. Three events will be organized by UNESCO as part of the special events
planned for Beijing parallel to the intergovernmental conference. On 8
September, International Literacy Day will be celebrated, with the ceremony to
present the international literacy prizes and workshops and discussion panels
organized in co-operation with all the partners in the Jomtien Conference and
with CEDAW. This is especially important since the percentage of illiterate
women (aged 15 and over) rose between 1980 and 1990 from 60 per cent to 64.8 per
cent. On I September, designated as Youth Day, UNESCO, will hold a panel with
young people representing the various regions to discuss the Platform for Action
from the point of view of youth and, in particular, education for all, without
discrimination based on sex, and the participation of young people in the life
of their societies. On 14 September, a round table on women and the media will
offer an opportunity to formulate strategies for the future based on the
platform adopted at Toronto on women’'s access to expression and decision-making
in the media.

54. Preparations for UNESCO’'s participation in the NGO Forum were made through
various activities by the, sectors, especially the Culture Sector and the Social
and Human Sciences Sector, whose activities mentioned in paragraphs 19, 29 and

40 to 46 were carried out with a view to the holding of nine round tables; ‘The

Parliament of Women in Islamic Countries’, ’‘'The Forum of Mediterranean Women’,
'Struggle against Sexual Exploitation of Human Beings’, ‘Balkan Women and
Peace’, 'Women in War and Women for Peace’, ‘Cultural Changes in Women's Life-
Stages’', ‘'Women and University Curriculum’, ‘Women, Science and Technologies:

Wwhich Visions for the Twenty-First Century’', and ’'Construction of Pr-ace: Our
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Individual Responsibility’. UNESCO also helped various NGOs to prepare documents
that will be presented and distributed at the Forum.

55. In addition to the publications mentioned above, a newsletter entitled
'Priority: Women’ was produced for the Conference and distributed to the
Organization’s partners. A brochure on UNESCO's action i-elating to the
promotion of women and an update of the annotated bibliography of UNESCO’s
publications concerning women were also published’, together with special issues
of the UNESCO Courier, Sources, EFA 2000 and Culture Plus. The Director--
General's position paper entitled ‘A UNESCO Agenda for Gender Equality’ will be
published and widely distributed. It will also be presented along with other
publications to delegates to the Conference and to the media in a UNESCO press
file entitled ’'Education for Equality through Education’.

ITII. EVALUATION OF ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY UNESCO
UNDER THE TRANSVERSE THEME ‘WOMEN’

56. Pursuant to the resolutions adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO at
its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions (26 C[Resolution I 1. 1, in
particular paragraphs 2, 3(a) and 6; and 27 C/Resolution I 1. 1, in particular
paragraph 15(b)}, an external evaluation of UNESCO’s activities for women- has
been carried Out. It was included in the first evaluation plan of the
Organization, which was Submitted by the Director-General to the General
Conference at its twenty-seventh session. The study covers the period from 1988
to 1993. Three evaluators analysed the activities of each of UNESCO’'s five
programme sectors (education, science, culture, communication and social
sciences). A synthesis paper presenting their joint conclusions and
recommendations was subsequently prepared and included in the synoptic document
on the results of evaluation activities (146 EX/INF.4, Part V). In addition, in
accordance with 27 C/Resolution II. 1, draft. guidelines have been elaborated
for the application of a gender-sensitive monitoring and evaluation system to
UNESCO’s regular programme activities.

Iv. RELATIONS WITH MEMBER STATES AND NATIONAL COMMISSIONS

57. Thanks to the initiative taken by the Director-General of establishing a
Consultative Committee on Women’', and that taken by the Chairperson of the
Executive Board, Ms Inayatullah, of organizing informal meetings following
meetings of the Executive Board, consultations with representatives of Member
States have been strengthened. This is the result of the growing interest in the
question of women among UNESCO Member States, and of their desire to make this
question one of the Organization’s priority fields of action. Expression was
given to this desire, both in the Executive Board and at the General Conference,
in the recommendations concerning the Participation Programme, of which 25 per
cent was required to be earmarked for projects on women. While such a
recommendation may be noted with satisfaction, it should be pointed out that
5.19 per cent of the requests submitted were I women-related’ requests. Approved
requests concerning women account for 4.89 per cent of the Participation
Programme.

s8. The report on activities demonstrates the important role played by the
National Commissions in the implementation of activities during the biennium.

/...
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The establishment of focal points in the National Commissions (currently around
100) has helped and should continue to help to strengthen communications and
exchanges between the National Commissions and the Secretariat. A meeting of the
'women’s’ focal points of the European National Commissions was organized by the
Icelandic National Commission in Reykjavik (21-22 April 1995) as part of the
preparation of the Programme and Budget for 1996-1997 and the Medium-Tenn
Strategy for 1996-2001.

v. INTER-AGENCY CO-ORDINATION

59. During the past biennium, UNESCO has participated regularly in the inter-
agency meetings organized by the United Nations Division for the Advancenent of
Women, where it has presented the Organization’'s views on preparations for the
Fourth World Conference on Women, and in a number of other regiocnal or national
preparatory meetings. The Organization has participated actively in the sessions
of the Commission on the Status, of Women concerned essentially with preparing
the Conference.

VI. THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE SECRETARIAT

60. At the initiative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, at its first regular session of 1995
(Vienna, 27-28 February 1995), having examined under the item ’'Questions
relating to the status of women in the secretariats of the United Nations
system’ measures aimed at enhancing the status of women within the organizations
of the United Nations system, adopted a declaration summarizing the
recommendations of the Committee in that respect, which will be submitted to the
Fourth World Conference on Women, and to the General Assembly of the United
Nations and the governing bodies of United Nations agencies (see Annex).

61. With a view to gaining an accurate-, idea of the progress achieved in the
representation of women in Professional posts in the Secretariat, and pursuant
to 27 C/Resolution I 1. 1, Part IV, paragraph 12, which called upon the
Director-General to prepare an in-depth inquiry on that subject, the Director-
General requested the Inspectorate Generale to undertake a ‘rigorous comparative
study’ for the purpose of evaluating the changing status of women in the
Secretariat. This study, which covers the period 1984-1994, analyses the impact
of staff movements - separations, appointments and promotions - on the
representation of women at various grades in the Professional category and
above. The study also provides criteria for the assessment of the career
opportunities open to male and female staff membersthe light of their
professional qualifications, experience and competence. Trends in the
representation of women in Professional posts in the Secretariat on the one
hand, and the representation of women in Professional posts in UNESCO as
compared with other organizations and agencies of the United Nations system on
the other, may in both cases be considered satisfactory in regard to total staff
numbers.

62. During the period 1984-1994, the number of women among staff in the
pProfessional category grew in absolute terms, while the number of men in the
staff decreased; in units away from Headquarters, the number of women in
pProfessional posts doubled during those ten years. During the past biennium, the

VA
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increase in the proportion of women among staff members in the Professional
category and above was particularly large, rising from 28.8 per cent on 30 June
1993 to 34.9 per cent on I January 1995. This appreciable improvement in the
representation of women was the result both of recruitment efforts and of
promotions from the General Services category to the Professional category. Over
and above the question of numbers’, more significant progress should continue to
be made in order to reduce further the disparities that persist in the grade
structure. In this connection, it should be noted that the rate of internal
promotion among women in Professional posts in the period 1988-1994 was
relatively greater than for men. Furthermore, an examination of the indicators
relating to levels of qualification, experience and competence of Professional
staff members shows that, overall, women have better performance ratings and a

higher number of years of service, whereas men have a higher level of university
education.

63. The implementation of the supplementary recommendations of the ad hoc
Working Group on Equal Opportunities for Women and of the management audit
carried out by the Inspectorate General should make it possible, on the one
hand, to establish a reliable information and monitoring system of relevance to
decision-making and, on the other hand, to take practical measures with a view
to ensuring that men and women have equal career opportunities within the
Secretariat. On 13 June 1995, in note DG/Note/95/25 the Director-General’s plan
of action on equal opportunities for men and women in the Secretariat was made
public. The objectives set for the year 2001 with regard to the representation
of women P-I/P-2/P-3-, 30 to 40 per cent at grade P-4; and 20 to 30 per cent at
grade P-5 and above-. An Advisory Committee on Equal Opportunities in the
Secretariat has been established for the implementation of all relevant matters,
and in particular those relating, to the recruitment and promotion of women.

CONCLUSIONS: FROM THE 1994-1995 BIENNIUM TO THE
MEDIUM-TERM STRATEGY FOR 1996-2001

64. Execution of the programme for the 1994-1995 biennium, giving effect to the
twofold strategy adopted in the third Medium-Term Plan (1990-199S), has been
satisfactory. The actions of the Organization represent a significant range of
activities. However, the draft Medium-Term Strategy for 1996-2001 starts from
the assumption that it is necessary to strengthen the first part, namely the
identification of specific projects for women in each of the major programmes,
while continuing to develop the 'female dimension’ in the entire range of the
Organization’s action. Furthermore, the Medium-Term Strategy distinguishes
between three types of action, whose complementarity will make it possible to
ensure that che objectives in this priority area are fully attained: (i) actions
aimed at promoting equality between men and women and combating gender-based
discrimination; (ii) actions aimed at strengthening the capacity of women in the
fields of education, communication, culture and science, (iii) actions aimed at

strengthening the participation of women as partners in the entire range of the
Organization’s actions.

65. In 146 EX/Decision 5.1, Part II, the Executive Board expressed its
agreerient with and support for this new strategy, and also welcomed the
Director-General's proposals for strengthening the Co-ordinating Unit for
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Activities Relating toc Women so as to enable it to coordinate and encourage the
specific projects developed by the sectors, both at the initial planning stage
and during project implementation.

66. During this biennium, the programme on women has received special interest,
benefiting from the impetus created by the preparations for the Fourth World
Conference on Women and the decision to make this field of activity a priority
area. This impetus should be preserved after the World Conference and document
28 C/5 should reflect what is adopted in the Platform for Action of the World
Conference, as well as the main lines of emphasis of the NGO Forum.

67. The consultations between Member States and the Secretariat, which have
been fruitful during this biennium, should be supported and developed in the
implementation of the Organization’'s action in order to develop a true
partnership. Numerous objectives or expected results will be able to be achieved
only through global or national policy decisions reflecting commitments made
within the United Nations system, and particularly in UNESCO, in order to
achieve greater equality and parity between men and women and to strive to
ensure that the most underprivileged women overcome social marginalization and
poverty.
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28 C/22
Annex

ANNEX II
EXTRACT FROM DOCUMENT ACC/1995/4

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
ON CO-ORDINATION AT ITS FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF 1995
(pp. 10-11)

ACC statement on the status of women
in the secretariats of the United Nations system

The members of ACC reaffirm their strong commitment to ensuring that the
advancement of women is a policy priority within the organizations of the common
system and to taking necessary measures to improve the status of women in their
respective secretariats. Key to the achievement of gender equality goals is
management commitment at the highest levels.

ACC is conscious that progress to date has, with some exceptions, been
limited. While the overall proportion of women has increased in most
organizations, the number of women in senior and policy-making positions remains
low. A concerted effort needs to be made to implement existing policies fully,
as well as to develop new initiatives to increase the participation of women at
senior levels.

In the development of action plans, in the context of the overall human
resources management strategies of the organizations of the system, emphasis
will be placed on clear, specific, short-term targets, preferably at the level
of organizational units. Efforts will be made to increase the flexibility with
which the system deals with women candidates, to remove obstacles to their
recruitment, retention, promotion and mobility, and to create a supportive
environment. In addition to developing specific policies and monitoring
mechanisms, executive heads intend to hold senior managers accountable for the
implementation of these policies at the level at which the targets are set.

In light of the above, consideration will be given by members of ACC to the
following to facilitate the recruitment of women:

(a) the feasibility of treating all women staff members of common system
organizations as internal candidates in applying for vacant posts in
any organization of the system;

(b) requesting organizations to utilize their field presence to prospect
for women in all disciplines;

(c) in cases where Member States are to submit candidatures, urging
governments to submit at least one or more qualified female candidates
for each position.

In order to encourage the mobility of women, consideration will be given
to:

(a) developing a system for interagency mobility of women staff to
increase their experience;

(b) facilitating the employment of spouses through amending the
organizations’ staff
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(c) encouraging the further development of employment opportunities for
spouses, system and other governmental and encompassing not only the
common system and other governmental and intergovernmental
organizations, but also, to the extent possible, the nongovernmental
and multinational sectors, as well as introducing relevant provisions
in host country agreements and organizing efforts in each United
Nations location to promote employment of spouses, led in the field by
resident coordinators and in each headquarters city by a lead agency.

With respect to the promotion of a supportive work environment and to the
fostering of the necessary attitudinal changes, organizations will consider the
introduction of measures that will lead to a climate conducive to the equal
participation of men and women in the work of the organizations. Such measures
will be related inter alia to the work/family issues currently under review,
such as flexible working hours, part-time work, job-sharing schemes, child care
and special leave, arrangements.

In addition, those organizations that have not already done so are
encouraged to introduce appropriate policies and procedures to combat sexual
harassment.

While the focus of these measures remains the advancement of women at all
levels, ACC is conscious that particular attention must be paid to increasing
the number of women in senior managerial positions.
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ANNEX III

International Federation of Leagues of Human Rights (FIDH/IFHR)
With the support of UNESCO and the European Community

For a "Platform Plus"
30-31 May 1995

Days of Preparatory Work for the Fourth World Conference on Women

PLATFORM PLUS

We.

Organizations meeting in Paris on 30-31 May 1995 at the invitation of the
International Federation of Leagues of Human Rights (FIDH/IFHR), with the
support of the European Community and the assistance of the UNESCO Unit
coordinating the activities connected with women ;

Having noticed the regressions from previous texts and omissions on fundamental
points, after examination of, in particular, the draft final Platform prepared
by the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women in New York, in April
1995 (E/CN.6/1995/177-3—4—95);

Transmitting this "PLATFORM PLUS’ to the international community with the aim of
having our demands integrated into the final document which will be adopted in
Beijing;

Committing ourselves, during and after Beijing, to take all necessary steps for
the "PLATFORM PLUS’ to be fully implemented;

Announcing that the purpose of this "PLATFORM PLUS’ is to prioritize the defence
of human rights in regards to the demands and projects aimed at promoting these
rights and fundamental liberties of women in the world;

Referring to the International Bill of Human Rights;
Reaffirming the principle of universality and indivisibility of human rights;

Aware that by fighting for the recognition of their rights, women are
contributing to the progress of humankind;

Recalling that economic, social, cultural and civil and political rights are
indivisible and must be enshrined in any social dynamic;

Considering that the inequality of rights between men and women is one of the
sources of the feminization of poverty and of the violence against women, and
that equality in law and in dignity is the principle that should drive the
struggle for social justice and democracy;

In this prospect we reaffirm:

1. The primacy of the principle of equality in law of men and women, as
guaranteed by international instruments;

2. Our willingness to fight against the feminization of poverty and for social
justice and thus to fight for the implementation by the States of national,
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regional and international macro economic poliicies in accordance with the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

3. Our willingness to fight against all forms of fundamentalism and
totalitarianism and against the use of religions and customary traditions for
discriminatory purposes which create obstacles to the principle of equality;

4. Our determination to fight for the recognition of the political rights of
women and for their effective participation in the building of political and
economic democracy and civil society. This implies the need to fight for the
reinforcement of women’'s presence in all decision-making bodies, by demanding,
in particular, such measures, including legislative measures, necessary for the
achievement of parity in all positions, whether by election or by appointment;

5. Our determination to fight against violence and violations of the physical
and mental integrity of women and in particular against the sexual exploitation
linked to prostitution and sex trade, as well as all contemporary forms of
slavery as violations of human rights;

6. Our support for the initiatives aiming at qualifying rape and violence
against women during armed conflicts as war crimes or crimes against humanity,
and our willingness to ensure the recognition of NGOs’ rights to sue for
compensation before present and future international and national courts,
particularly with a view of obtaining reparation;

7. The principle of free choice of maternity and the refusal of birth policies
forced upon women and families;

8. The absolute necessity to respect the right to development, to employment,
to health, and to education, including the access of women to information
regarding their rights.

With a view to the inclusion of women’s rights as human rights in all
international instruments and mechanisms of supervision, we will urge for the
following in particular:

9. The ratification, without any reservation, by the States, of all United
Nations conventions relating to human rights, the adoption into domestic law of
all measures necessary for their implementation at the national level, and the
acceptance by the States of effective control mechanisms;

10. The acknowledgment, by States, in multilateral and bilateral international
agreements, of the respect of the rights and fundamental liberties of women as

human rights, and the presentation by the United Nations Secretary-General and

the High Commissioner for Human Rights of an annual report on this issue to the
General Assembly;

11. The recognition of the effective and active competence of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in relation to any question dealing with the
equality between men and women, and with the fight against discrimination and
violence against women; the transfer of the CEDAW Secretariat to the United
Nations Centre for Human Rights in Geneva; the adoption of an additional
protocol enabling CEDAW to receive and investigate petitions; the harmonization
of the calendars of these two organs; as well as the nomination by all other
treaty bodies, within their members, of Special Rapporteurs on questions
relating to women'’s rights;

12. The guarantee by States of the freedoms of opinion, conscience, expression
and association, as well as other related rights and freedoms in view of the
protection of the human rights defenders;
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13. The universal ratification of the 1949 International Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others; the examination by the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, in coordination with CEDAW, of an international mechanism to
supervise the implementation of this Convention; and the development by an open
working group (States, specialized agencies and institutions, including UNESCO,
and NGOs), of a new international convention against sexual exploitation of all
human beings;

14. The assignment, by international and regional organizations and by
Governments, of at least 20 per cent of their annual budget allocated to NGOs to
those NGOs which implement the priorities as defined in the "PLATFORM PLUS’; the
creation within them of coordination projects on all questions of women, with
real power of intervention in the cooperation programmes and hence, the
allocation of specific budgets, the consideration of the requests of NGOs, local
associations and communities, and the transmission of information to them;

15. The States to take all necessary measures to fight against the de facto or
de jure impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of forms of violence against wimen
in both private and public spheres; the criminal qualification of those acts;
and the adoption of all international mechanisms to this end.

Moreover, we demand that:

16. States grant refugee status, as members of a social group, to women whose
rights and fundamental freedoms are violated in the country from which they
flee;

17. Governments guarantee the genuine respect for human rights of immigrant and
migrant women by granting them independent and non-discriminatory legal personal
status, respect the principle of equality in law between women and men; and
ratify the International Convention on the Protection of All Migrant Workers and
Members of their Families;

In order to achieve these objectives, the signatories hereto create today a
bureau, which will be based in Beijing during the NGO Forum, whose secretariat
will be supplied by the International Federation of Leaques of Human Rights
(FIDF/IFHR) and which will be responsible for the diffusing and promoting of the

"PLATFORM PLUS’ at the Fourth United Nations World Conference on Women.

Paris, 31 May 1995




