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This report supplements the initial report by the 1J'.Krainian SSR on the ox~:rcise 
in the Republic of the rights and freedoos provided for in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR/c/1/Add.34). The report is submitted 
pursuant to article 40, paragraph 1 (b), of the Covenant and to the H11;.--ian Rights 
Cammi. ttee' s decision on periodicity (CGPR/C/19/Rev .1). . .. . . 

··· The Committee I s guidelines rsgardi:ng the form and contents of periodic reports 
(CCPR/c/20) were taken into account in the preparation of this report. '11hey stress 
that the airn of such reports is to com]?lete and update the information required by 
the Committee. 

As clearly stated in the Constitution· ·of the Ukrainian SSR, 11the principal 
direction in the development of the pollt i cai system of Soviet society is the 
extension of socialist deraocracy, namely' ever broader participation of citizens in 
managing the affairs of society and the State, continuous improvement of the 
machine!"J of State, heightening of the activity of public organizations, strengthening 
of the systsm of people I s control, consolidation of the legal foundations of . the 
functioning of the State ~nd of public life, greater openness and publicity and 
constant responsiveness to public opinion11

. (article 9). Under article 37 of the 
Constitution, "citizens of the Ukrainian SSR enjoy in full the social, economic, 
political and personal rights and freedoms procl2imed and guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics, the Constitution of the 
Ukrainian :JSR and by Soviet la.ws. The socialist systen ensures the extension of 
the rights and freedoms of citizens and the continuous improvement. of their living 
standards as social, economic and· cultural development programmes are fulfilled". 

These provisions of the Constitution are being consistently and unswervingly 
applied. Toe period since the Dkraitian SSR submitted its initial report has been 

Jj For the initial report submitted by the Government of the Ukrainian SSR, 
see CCPR/C/l/Add.34; for th,.: summary records of meetings of the CoJ:IIllittee at 
which that report was considered, see CCPR/C/SR.153-156, SR.159 and SR.160. See 
also Official Records of the General Assembl Thirt -fourth session, 
Suunlement lfo. 40 A 34 40 , paras. 248-28 5. 
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!ll2.rkei by continuing developn:;ent a.nd strengthening of socialist democracy, further 
consolidation of the legal foundations of the State and public life of the Republic 
and tha implementation of a policy of steadily fuller satisfaction of people's 
material, cultural and intellectu2l requirements and. ccmprehensi ve aa.feguarding of 
t heir rights anc freedoms. 

The twenty-sixth Congress of the Communist Party of the Ukraine, in 
FPbruary 1981, s et the main targets for the economic and social development of the 
Ukrainian SSR for 1981-85 and the period up to 1990; chief arnoJ.1G them is the 
further improvement of the people's welfare. 'i.'his wide-ranging social a.."'1d econooic 
programme also deals with issues of the guarante-a and defence of citizens' rights 
and freedoms, including those protected by the International Covenant on Civil and 
Poli ti cal Rig-hts • . 

During the period under review, work continued on further i :n!)roving Ul<:raini.an 
legislation on the model of the 1977 Constitution of the USSR and the 1978 
Constitution of the Uk:ra.i.nian SSR. A number of all-Union and Republican acts ( the 
former being applicable in the Ukrainian SSR as a meober of the Federation) were 
adopted to · guarantee still mere fully the rights, freedoras and legal interests of 
Ukrainian citizens. 

The acts on the Procura.tor's Office of the, USSR, the Supreme Court of th~ USSR, 
People's Control in the USSR, Citizenship of . the USSR, the Legal'.Statusof Aliens 
in the USSR, and on Work Collectives and the Enhancement of their Role in the · 
Y..anagement of Enterpri-ses, : institutions and organiz.:ttions 2.re but a few of the many 
that could be mentioned in this regard. · · 

Other legislation adopted in accordance with the requirements of the Const.i.tutions 
of the US S~ and th2 rn~rai nic.n SSR incl v.o.ed: an act on elections to the S"1.1preme Soviet 
of the Ukrainian SSB, and .another on the ;:!ouncil of 11.inisters of the Ukrainian SSR; 
the Rules of Procedure of --the . Supre~ Soviet o:r' the Ukr:.:...inian .S~R, the Regulations 
governing the Standing Commissions of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian $SR; acts 
on the Republic I s judicial system _on ,eleqti-ons to ·urban district peopl~' s courts, 
on the procedure for the withdr~wal of the mundates 0£ people's jusges and people's 
assessors, on the .Soviets of Peop],.e 's Deputies at the regioncl .(oblast), d.i~trict, 
urban, settlern.ent and village ,--levels, . an_d on elections to · 1ocal Soviets of People's 
Deputies; the Regulations on the Legal .Profession in the Ukrainian SSR and the 
Regulations on the organization of work with regard to instructions from electors, 
etc. 

In addition, mu.ch was done to improve U'~rainian legislation by making changes and 
additions, in accordance with established constitutional • procedures, _to the Criminal 
Code, -the Code of Criminal Procedure , the Civil Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, 
the Corrective-labour Code, the Code on Marriage and the Far:u.ly, the Labour Code 
and laws ·on individual issues. 

Brief details on the new legislation passed in the Ukrainian SSR since the 
submission of the initial re:port are given below with reference to ind.i ,,idua.l 
articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Information with a dir€)ct bearing on the issues covered by the. Covenz.nt is 
also contained in a number . of reports submitted by the 01trainia.n SSR to the ·· 
United Nations and United Nations bodies in recent ye,ars u,nder various international 
procedures. This _appli9s in particular .to the latest reports oy the Ukrainian SSR 
on the im:nlementation of the Internatfonal Convention ori the Elimination of :All ·· 
Forms of Racial Discrimination ( C'.J:RD/c/91/Add .20), the Int'ernational Convention .:bn· 
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the Suppression and Purµshment of the Crime · of Apartheid (E/cn~4ji9e3/24/Add.ll), 
the Convention on the Elimination of Al~ Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW/C/5/Add.11) and the Internationaf_Co 1remnt on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (E/1978/8/Add.22> E/1980/6/Add.24~ E/198 2/3/Add.3 and E/1984/7 /Add.9). The 
information tra,.-1smi tted by the Ukra.iniari. SSR to the Uni fed . Nations pursuant to 
General Assembly reso1-ution 38/17 of 22 November 1983, · concerning the right of · 
peoples to self-determination, a.nd included in the rei"evant report by the 
Secretary-General also has a direct bearing on the i mplementa.tion of· article 1 of 
the Covenant. 

Article I : (~lght o"f self-determi:na.tion) :, 

Soviet power freed the peoples of Russia from social and national oppression 
and gq.ai:~teed them equality and the right of self-determination. :By embarking on· 
the course of socialist :revolution, Ukrainian workers and peasants created, for the . 
first tirn~ in history, __ their own State, the ffi:rainian Soviet Socialist Republic. 
As a resu.l t of the fr~_e . self-determination of its people ·, on a basis :of free will 
and eqp.al~ ty, the Uk:r~riian SSR joir1ed with the other Soviet Socialist Republics to 
form the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, a unified, federal, mu.l tinational 
State. 

. . 
Under its Constitution, the ·1Th:rainian SSR freely ensures its o.;;rn• economic, . · 

social and cultural development (a.:::-tidle 72). .:i.s ·a sovereign Soviet ·· socialist 
State, the Ukrainian SSR has the right to enter into relations with other States, 
to conclude treaties w.(~h them, exchange diplomatic and consular representatives 
and take part in the activities of international organizations (article 7 4) • · The 
Ukrainian SSR retains the' right freely to secede from the · Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (article 69) ~. •. The territory of the Ukrainian $SR may not be altered 
without its consent (artjcle 70). The Republic institutes legislation on the 
utilization of land, · natural rescurces, water, foresfs; etc (article 72). · 

In its foreign polic{ 1 t:rn Uk.rainia.n SSR consistently o.I1d unswervingly advoce.tes 
the iillI!lediate realization of the right 9f peoples to self:..:determi.nstion, the complete 
eliminat,ion· of'. colonia1.:i'.sm, racism and· ~p:;.rtheia., and national and social progress · 
in an atmosphere of international peace and security. 

Article 2 .(Egua.li ty of rip:hig_p2.d guarantee of leg-al protection) 

The principle embodied in a:!.'ticle 'j2 of the Ukraini_an Constitution of the · 
equality of the rights and before the lavt of all ci ti:z"ens has been further developed 
and exemplified in a number of acts passed since 1978 (Le. sin•ce the submission of · 
the initial report). In the Act on the Judicitl System of the Ukrainian SSR, of 
5 June ·1981, it is clec1~J.y stated that: 11 justioe is.· ad.rriinistered in the Ukrainian SSR 
on the bas,i.s 'of the equality before ·.the law and the . court_13 of ali citizens without 
distinction .of origin, ·social or property stat,;.s 1 race or nationality, sex, education, 
language,. attitude to religion, type or· nature of occup9-tion, domicile or other , •· · 
factors" (a:rlfole 5). Article 6 states it!iat citizens of the Ukrainian SSR "have the 
right to iegal protection against infringements of their honour and '. digni. ty, their· · 
li v~·s aiid heal ~h ~ _the_i:r personal fre::0dom and their property". 
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A Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainia.n _SSR dated 
12 January 1933 changed the wordi·ng ·cf' a number of articles of the Criminal Code ·of 
the Ukrainian SSR • . J.rticle i, which outlines the aims of the Code, now ind.:tcates 
that one of- these_ aim$ is t6 . defend 'no.t . only the rights, but also the freedoms of 
citizens. · A sim:i,la.r ·alteration ,,,c;i.s made to article 7 of the Code, • "citizens 1 . . 

freedoms" ha,ring· been ad.ded .to the li$t of ·interests we.Lich it is a criminal offence 
to infringe. The same changes have be.en rpade in the corresponding articles ·of 
the Code cf Criminal Procedure and the Code of Civil Procedure. 

A nwnber of l aws passed in the Dkrainian SSR in recent years have developed 
tne consti tutiot1.2.l principle .that the __ defence of citizens' rights and freedoms must 
be 6uaranteecl by all Stcct~ bodies. For exe..mple, under the Act on the Council of 
Ministe:rs of the u1crainian SSR, of 19 December 1978, the_ defence of citizens 1 

rights and_ freedoms 2.nd . the creation of favourable conditions for the all-round 
development of th~ · pe1..-scnali ty are aoong the mairi areas of ac\ i vi ty · of the Council 
(article 2) . ' The obligation of the relevant State bodies to defend citizens I ri.gl1ts 
and legal interests is a.;I.so embodied in the Act on Village Soviet's of Peoplo ( s 
Deputies (articles 4 and 25), the Act on Soviets of People I s D~puties at the . 
Settlement. Level . (articles 4 and 25), the Act on Soviets of People I s Deput'ies at . 
the Urban and u;.rban DiGtr.ict Levels (articles 4 ancl 30) and the Act on Distri'ct . ' 
Soviets of People I s Deputies (articles 4 and 30), all of which a.re dated 
13 Decembe_r 1979, and the Act on Soviets of People I s Deputies at the Regional 
(oblast) .Level (articles 5 and 30), which is dated 31 Oct ober 1980. · · 

The Reg,-1lations in the Legal Profession of the D'Kraini.an SSR, adopted on 
31 October _ 1980, states th.at the legal profession "shall further the · defence of . 
the . rights ar.d legal interests of citizens .and organizations, the administration of 
justice, comp::..iance with and the strengthening of soci.tlist lega.li ty, and the · 
education of citizens · j,n a ,spirit of shict and uris\:rerving application of Soviet 
laws, concern :'or the CO!Illl).On good, and respect for labour discipline, ' the rights, 
honour and d.igTii ty of other persons· and the rules of socialist comnnini ty life 11 

. 

(article 1). In accordance with the humanitarian .a,nd democratic principles of 
Soviet law, the~e :i:legula tion::( require the colleges of advocates to give free legal 
assistance in re:.atiori to: application.3 for alimony; employment problems; 
compensation for sE.rious injury or a d.v2:rne effect s on the heal th connected with 
work, and compensat:..on in connection with the death of a breadwinner; the drawing 
up of appliGations for pensions and allowances; legislative q_uestions (the 
assi sta.nce taking th~ · foi-m of ·com=iul tations with deputies of Soviets of People's 
Deputies and represe1tati ves of some public organizations). Legal counsel is al.so 
free in some other ctse s provided for in law. In addition, citizens may be fully­
or partly exeffipted fr~n legal fees because of their financial position. 

Under article 2 of thc -All-Uriion Act of 30 November 1979 on the Procurator's 
Office of the USSR, on?. of . the n:ain t-ask_s of . the so·vi~~ Procurator's Office is to 
_defend c:i tizens 2.gainst :.nfringement ol their social, economic, :political and 
personal rights and freedons, as proclaimed and guaranteed by the USSR Constitution 
and Soviet law. In order -to fulfil this task, _the Procurator's Office has the , · 
neoessa......,..J IJOWers both a.s r~ards general . supervision of. the . applrcation of the law 
by State 1ll8.l18gement bod:i.f:S, enterprises, institutions, 6.rga.nizat.i.ons, · officials and 
private citizens and as regu-d.s nioni taring of cort.pliarice with. the law by- org2.ns of 
inquiry and preliminary investig ation, in court proceedings, in places where 
detainees and tl:ose awaiting trial are held, in the execution .of sentences, etc. 
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: .Articl~ 10 states that procurators ar? obliged to exa.Illine proposals, applications and 
complaints from citizens, State organizations and public organizations and. to talrn 
action·· to restore rights which have been infringed _and to defend the legal interests 
of citizens and organizations. · 

Detailed regulations concerning the principle laid down in article 56 of the 
Con~ti t.ution of the right of citizens to . lodge complaints about the actions of 
officials and State or public bodies are to be found in the revised version 
(approved ·on 4 March 1980) of the . Decree by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR on the procedure for examining proposals, applications and complaints from · 
citizens. The _Decree establishes the procedures for submitting and investigating 
complaints, and evaluating the circUlllStances, together with 'the :procedure and time 
schedule for decisions on complaints and the procedure for appealing against such 
decisions. It also provides that contravention of the procedure for examining 
appeals, . adoption .of an excessively· bureaucratic ,a.tti tude to them or persecution 
of citizens for submitting appeals or expressing criticism iif them will entail-, •in 
the manner ~rescribed by law, the legal liability of the officials responsible · ·. · 
(article 15). The ne\-1 form of .the Decree is designed to strengthen even further the 
democratic foundations of Soviet society and tO ensure more sympathy and attention 
to -the needs and wishes of the workers. 

Another important ·factor in '"iuaranteeing citizens' rights and freedoms i 's the 
system of people's :control, which combines State control with public control over 
enterprisGs, collective farms, ins_titutions ;and organization's. Under the Act on 
P~ople I s Control tn the USSR, adopted on 30 liovcmber 1979, this control is exercised 
by organs of people! s control which are set up by the Soviets of People's Deputies or 
elected by work collectives. · In article 4 ·of that Act, it is clearly stated that 

. ."the activities of the organs of people's control shall be based on strict 
observance of soc,ialist law and further the preservation of law and order and of 
the interests of, society and the rights and. freedoms of citizens". The organs of 
people's control have wide-ranging powers to ensure that they a.re able effectively to 
participate in th~ defence of citizens' rights. 

As already noted . in the initial report, the existing legislation provides for 
the defence or· citizens' rights not only in the courts, but also in administrative 
matters. ·. These . rights are also' defended. by "comrades I courts", trade unions and 
other social organizations and w9rk collectives .• 

. . 

Article 3 (Equal rights of men ·and women) 

· ,.. : Detailed information concerning article 3 of the- Covenant and all issues 
relating to the status of women in the Ukrainian ·ssR i "s . contained in the -first 
national .rewrt of the Ukrainian~·SSR on the implementation of the Convention on the·· 
Elimination of All Forni.s of Discrimination ~inst Women (CEDAW/c/5/Add.ll) • That 
report was considered by the Committee on the Eli.mina.tion of Discrimination against 
Woken at its second session, in .August 198~,• 

As for changes in the relevant laws of the Ukrainian SSR since the submission 
_of the initial report, · it should be . noted that the provisions -of the Constitution on 
universal, equal and ·direct suffrage (articles 84-8 'arid" 150 of the Constitution), 
have been further developed in a number of Acts which state explicitly th.at women 
and men have equal voting rights. This is made particularly clear in the Act on 
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Elections to · the Supx-Bme Soviet of the Uk:rainia.n SSR (article 3), o:f 19 December 1978, 
the Act on .E:lectirms .to Local So'fiets c:.f.)?<2ople I s Deputies in the t1k:rainian SSR · 
(artir;le 3) t of 27 ,Tune 1979, and the Act · on Elections to Urba."l District People's 
Cour'c8 in th8 TJkrainian SSR (article 3), of 5 J\me 1981. ·· 

'· W:'.)men play an. active part in the polih.:::al life of the Republic and the 
management .cf ·.state affairs. 'l'wo hundred. and thirty-four women have been elected 
deputies of the Su:Qreme Sovie t :if the Ukrainian SSR; they constitute 35.9 :per cent 
of the tota~,_ nv_nl,e::.~ elf d.e :;:)U+,ies. .A woman is a vice--chairman of the Presi<lium of the 
Supreme Sovie-t o:· t.:i.e D1:ra5.nian SSR. and wother is a vice-chairman of the Council of 
Minist"':r·s •.. · /I'}rn !-i'i.!l.ir;t.ry for Social Security and the State Cammi ttee for the. 
Protection 0£'· :tbe hnviI\.>nr::;,ent are hea.dea. by wo!!le!'l. If.ore than 30 per cent of the 
;sople' 2 judg<;s in the He:publi c a.re women. 

~
1hA:,: e b.ra a.b ays ,,,_;m,3~1 del<,);;ater: in Ukrainian delegations to the United Nations 

GeneraJ. AGsembly and otnei internat5.onal forums, and women •often lead delegations at · 
intern:1tional. conferences and :rt:-present the · Ukrainian SSR in United Nations bodies. 

As i.nd.icz.tec in the :i.ni tj_a.l report, the Constitution of the Ukrainian SSR not 
on1;y confi-rms tha·r; wom-~n a!lc. men have equal !.'ights, but also gives women equal 
oppor-tu.."1.i ti8a with rJ.en fo-:::.- ·.-rork a11cl social, political, cultural and other activities. 
In order tc ensure 'tiqua.J.i +;y not only 5 .. n law, b1.1t also in faqt, the laws of the. 
Republic l)rovic.e ·for special measures (i .fJ. mEYasures applicable only to women) to 
protect -::heir work and .thei-r 'hcaJ. th and· to. ·cr.cate conditions enabling women to 
combine wcrk and other socially useful functions with having children. Such · 
measures are lai.d down in c'i1apter :~II of the Labci:.r Code of the Ukrainian SSR and 
in a r.u.mbE=r of s'e~a.rate de cis:i.ons ana. ordinances made by ,State and public bodies. 

In a Deds.i.o:1 c.ated 29 April 1980, the State Labour and Social Affairs. Cammi ttee 
of the USSR 2.:.-id. the .All-Union Sentral Council of Trade. Unions endorsed t .he · 
Regulations concer1ung the procedure and condi tions ,-f9r. the _ pa.rt-time employment pf 
women who have chlldr-en, In accordance with these Regulations, the _ working day for . 
such worr;c::1 ~.a;r oG rE:duced t8 .four hours and the wo:.-king week to 20-24 hours. 

Another . ee·~ of i:rr.portant. :.i:0;: • .:;', .. ,:tsr 1
~ 'J crea-';e rrr.) r G favourabl e conditions fo:r 

mothe:::-s to lc~k <--.fter . t'tJ.21. r childr·2n is cdlin~d in the _Decision dated 
22 Ja.nu;::.ry 1981, 0f the Central Cammi ttee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and the USSR Coun~il of lliniaters, on rr.easures to strengthen State aid to families 
with children and in the corrc3ponding Decisions of the C~ntral Cammi ttee of the 
Coirmunist Pa:..·ty of the lJlcraine and the Cou.nciI° of !1.inisters -of the Ukrainian SSR 
oi J-4, .Apri:i. ~$81, '~hGsG Decisions extend the :period of paid maternity leave, provide 
for ivldi Lo:i.1E.l ·i.e~ve and increa.se the c1J.lo~ar..ces paid on the birth of a child and 
th·~ allowa,Jcei::i fo:c sing:.e IllCthers. The corres:)onili.ng changes in the Labour Code 
of th€ Ukrai:t.:.a.n [)SR we:.1 e r1c.de by a Dec.:r:ee: o.f the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 
of -~he U',c:ea,_nia!l SSR dated 2.t, JanuarY 1983. 

Article 6 (Right to life) 

The lJ"kra.inian SSR considers that the;- ,,hole· ·. range of human. rights covered by 
the IilternG.tion:.:.l 'Ccr:reriants will be point-less unless everyone .on Earth is guaranteed 
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the chance to live in peace and security, free of the threat of war and unless the 
para.mount right of evecy human being - the right to life - is secured. ~ violation 
of this right, whether it be the planning, preparation or starting of a war, 
cons ti tut es a serious crime against hu.mani ty. · · · 

The Ukrainian SSR considers that the United Nations activities in the field of 
human rights cannot be viewed in isolation from the efforts being made by peace­
loving States to achieve the primary aim of the Organization, the maintenance of 
international peace and security. This consideration is particularly urgent at the 
present time, in view of the noticeable increase in international ·tension and th~ 
accompanying escalation of the arms race and heightening of the danger of war. In 
the s·e circumstances, the greater the joint efforts to reinforce -peace~ curb the . 
arms race and avert the threat of mi.clear war, the .more favourable the conditions 
will be for the extension of international co-operation in the _realization of 
human rights ·and fundamental freedoms. 

Motivated by this basic belief, the Ukrainian SSR has supported all main 
decisions by the United Nations and its organs aimed at ensuring peace; avoiding 
nuclear disaster and guaranteeing everyone's right to life. 

As Tegards Ukrainian law on liability for crimes against life and the 
applicati on in exceptional ca:ses of capital punishment, a sufficiently detailed 
account is contained in the initial report. There have been no changes in this area 
of law since 1978. 

Article 7 (Torture or cruel, inhuman or degradin& treatment or punishment) 

As indicated in the initial report, Ukrainian legislation forbids all fqrms 
of cruel treatment. It should be noted in addition that, in a ·Decree dated · <<,. -· ;; J .·· 
16 April 1984, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR approyed 
a new version of article 22 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Ukrainia.n ·SSR, 
which reads:· . 111t · is forbidden to ·elicit evidence from an accused person or otfrei• 
persons involved in a case by means of violence, threats or other unlawful measures". 

Article 8 (Prohibition of slavery, the slave-trade and forced iabou.t') · 

As indicated in the initial report, there is no slavery, . no::- -~ slavery-like 
practice, in theOkrainian SSR. 

The issue of the role of labour in socialist society is covered in article 14 
of the Constitution of ·the Ukrainian SSR, where it is stated' that the unexploitated 
labour of Soviet people is the source of the growth of social wealth and of the 
vtell-bei:ng of the people as a whole and of each ind.i vidual and that it is socially 
useful labour and its results which determne a person's · status in society. . 

The provisions of the Constitution on the right of evecy citizen freely to · 
choose a profession (article 38) ha.ve been amplified in the new version of 
article 2 of the Labour Code, which states: "The right of citizens of the Ukrainian SSR 
to work (i.e. to guaranteed employment and pay in accordance with the quantity and · 
quality of their work and not below the State-established minimum) includes the 



CCPR/ C/32/ Add. 4 
page 8 

right to choose their trade or profession, type of job arid work in accordance with 
their inclinations 1 abili tie-s, trainin{;° and education, taking 'due account :of the 
needs of societ y. This right is ensured by -the socialist e·conomic system arid the 
steady growth of the productive forces, by free vocational arid professional · · 
training 7 improvement of skills and training in new trades or professions, and by 
development of the systems of vooal;iona.J guidance and job placement. · 

Manual and non-ma.nu.al workers . exercise their -right to employment by signing 
a contract of ·.employnent at an enterprise, establishment, institution or ­
orgci ri.ization. They have the right to rest a1id ·leisure· in accordahce w.1th ' the laws · 
on the working d~f and working • '\Jeek and annual paid -leave, the right to healthy- ·and 
safe working. cond:1.tions, the right to :join tr·ade unions and fake pa.rt ' in the · 
management of' production and the. right to material assistance from 'the State irf-the' . 
form of State social insurance for old age, ilhi~ss or complete or partial 
disability. 

More detailed information on all -questions concerning the realization of the 
right to work i:n the Ukrainie.n SSR is contained in the second periodic report of 
the Ukrainian SSR on the implementation of articles &,;.9 of the International 
Covenant on Econmili.c, Social and Cultural Rights (E/1984/7/Add.9). That report 
was considered by an Economic and Social Couridil :sessional working group in 
.April 1904. .. .. . , . 

Articl t:! 9 (RigQt to liberty and security of personr 

·As indicated in the .. initial.. :report., the ,.,p.rovisio.ns . .of. the . . C.onsti.tutiori. ·:relating 
to freedom from arbitrary arrest and the inviolability of the person (article 52) 
are widely backed up in uiraili.lan legislation ,and steadfastly · applied in practice. 

Organs of tlfo Procurator's Office are responsible for- supervision of the 
implementation oi' this constitutional regulation. The all-Union :Act ori the 
Procurator• s Office of the USSR, adopted on 30 -·November 1979, introduced improvements 
to the :previous legislation (of. also the comments above on article 2 of the . 
Covenant). Under article 28 of the .1.~ct, the Procurator's Office is required to 
ensures in particular that~ ..... .... .. . .. . . 

The holding of citizens on ·suspicion of having -· colllIIlitted offences · corilplies 
with the procedure and principles laid down by law; 

No one is required to answer unlawful or unfounded criminal charges or 
suffer any other u~awful restriction of his or her rights; 

._·;. 

Uo ·one is e..rrested without a court crder or a ·procurator's wa~a.nt; 

The procedures laid down by law for the initiation of criminal proceedings 
and for the condti.ct of criminal investigations, the time-,;.limits · for such 
investigatio~s ·and the rights of participants in the proceedings and of other 
citizens · are resp..:: cted. . .. . 

.•· ._ 
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In the investigation of offences, the legal requirements for a thorough, full 
and objective investigation of ·a1.1 the:_ citcun:stirices ~o·f ··the caae ·· are ·· complied with 
and evidence both for and 8€a.inst the··a.ccused-, ·as well as aggravating and mitigating 
circumstances, are examined • 

. , · 1 ·• 

In a.rticle 30 of the Act, it is stated that the procurators shall authorize 
the arrest of a suspected or accused person only on· presentation of the_ ~:Vidence • 
required by law. The same article contains a precise list of the offici"als o:f the 
Procurator's Office who are empowered to authorize arrest. The Act roquires 
procurators to order the immediate release of ur,..y person unlawfully held in 
d~tention, unlawfully detained pending the bringing of charges or unlawfully 
remanded in pre-trial custody, etc. (article 43) • 

. The right to compensation of those subjected to unlawful ~rest or detention, 
as laid down in . article 9, paragraph 5,, of _the Covenant, is not only upheld in the 
Constitution (article 56) but has been .further developed in l _aw:. On 18 May 1981, 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of . the USSR adopted a Decree on compensation . . 
for d~e caused .to citizens by the. unlawful a,ctions of State and public · . · 
organizations and of · officials in the performance of their duties. This Decree 
also . ratified the · Regulations on the procedure for compensation 'for damage caused 
to citizens by the unlawful a.ctions of organs · of enciuiry or' preliminary 
investigation, the Procurator's Office or the court. · 

_ Pursuant to these legislative acts, damage caused to a citizen as a result 
of unlawful conviction, unlawful indictment in cricinal proceedings or unlawful 
arrest or detention in custody must be fully compensated by the State: :irrespective 
of the culpability or otherwise of officials of the organs of inquiry or prelim.ina.rJ 
investigation, the Procurator's Office or the · courts. Citizens a.re compensated 
(through the p~nt of earnings, pensions or allowances, the return of or 
compensation for seized or confiscated property, compensation for fines imposed, 
court costs, legal fees -, etc.) for .material. damage and (through return to the 
same ~r equivalent work. or functions, housir..g, mili ta.ry rank or · civilian. posi ti6n ,'_ 
the restoration of orders and medals and the voiding of defamatory information or 
published material) for the loss of employment, pension, housing and other ·rights. 
Other damage is also compensated. · ·· · · 

In the event of acquittal, withdrawal of criminal or ad.mini strati ve proceedings, 
the organ of enquiry or preliminary investigation, the Procurator's Office or the 
court is obliged to explain to the citizen who was under investigation the 
procedure for obtaining restoration of his or her rights and compensation for any 
other damage. These.me bodies must, within one month .of the citizen's request, 
define the amount of compensation due. · 

. . 
If a request for the restoration of employment, pension or housing rights is 

not complied with or the citizen concerned disagrees with a decision, he or she 
has the right to apply to the courts by bringing an action. · In such cases, the 
citizen is exempted . from cou:rt costs. 
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Article 10 ersons de rived of their libert to 
humane treatment and respect for hu.."'lan di®ity 

. In article 3 ,of ·. the Act of 5 June 1981 on the judicial __ system of the . . 
Ukrainian SSR it is emphasized that a cou.:t't's aim in imposing · criminal penalties 
is not merely to punish criminals, but also to reform and re-educate them. . _ 
Under- .a:rticle 1 .of the corrective Laboux Code ·or the 1Jkrainian SSR, punishment -.-
11 is not; intended to inflict '_physical sufferir1g or degrade humc.n digni ty11

• · · 

Further to ·the information given. ln the initial report, mention may be made 
of a number of changes in Ukrainian law that ·provide for more widespread , use . of 
criminal penalties not involving depr~vationof liberty. Such charig~s: wer·e, 
in particular, made in the Criminal Code by a Decree of the Presidium of the 
Supr.8me Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR dated_ 12 January 1983. In accord~pce with 
the ne_, , vcision of article 46 of the Gode, a court may, when sentencing· a . first 
offend.er to imprisonment for a period not . exceeding three years an<i : d~p~nding on . . : 
the nature and degree of the threat to society involved in t _he offence, ::the ·. -._, 
personality of the convicted person and other circumstances of -the_ case, .suspend· 
executbn of the sentence for bet~een one and two .years. It is then required, :­
, Jl: : .1 the period. of suspension is over, to take into account the behaviour of the 
corivicted person· and his or her ·atti tu.de to work or training du:ring that period 
ann t0 decide either.to waive -or tO enforce the :3entence. 

The changes which have been made in Ukrainian criminal law provide for a more 
variec approach to offenders according to their personality and the threat to 
socieiy involved in their ' cril'les. Hence, the system of suspe11ded set?,tences, 
·which 3.llows · for ' the;- . reform and re-education of offenders without isQ-la:t;ing them -~ 
from f'.>Ciety, has been'. fu:t"ther developed.· . Offenders given _suspendecl .sen.tence~ 
:crust row 'satisfy- two basic requirements throughcut t:hei:r peri "d.s of pI'c::cbati,.-m :\ ,- ... 
they rr,ust refrain from· new crimes of any kind (not merely fr.om premeditated c:rimes, . ,· 
as usEd to -be~ the case) _ and they rrrust oe of exempla.zy be~aviour and work h,a....""d. If 
these requirements are not met, the court may lii't the suspension . and , dire~t the 
offe.n, _er to serve· the original sentence {article 45). In. addition, corr~ct:ive 
labou: or £ir..es have been introduced as alternatives to deprivation of -libe:,:tyfor , .·: 
Ita.ny r.:riminal offences. ;; 

In a Decree dated 22 June 1984, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
mcrai..~1ian SSR :r-atii'ied the Regulations on procedure and . conditions for - t;he1 
excc1.:.tion: of crimina.i senf~nces that· do not involve corrective .labour. ,· ~he. 

. . . - ... , ·. . L •. - . 

Regu.lations govern the enforcement o°f penalties such as deprivation .of the right 
to occupy certain -positions or pe:dorm certain activities, -_ gnes, public censure, 
cm1fiscation: of property; removal ·r:rom military or· special rank and removal of 
parental rights. The basis for the execution of -such penalt{es is a court 
judeement ·,/-.i.c~1 has becor.:e Gnforceable (article 2); responsibility for supervising 
the execution· lies with the proqurator concerne_d (article 4). 

Pursuant to a Decree of 13 August 1981 of the Presidium of t,he 
Suprcot1 Soviet of the USSR on amendments and addi hons to the Fundamental 
Principles of Corrective-Labour legislation of the USSR and the Union Republics, 
corrective-labour institutions must organize compulsory general secondary education 
for young offenders and compulnory eight-year general education for convicted 
persons under the age of 40. 

Article 11 Prohibition of im risonment on the r ound of 
inability to fulfil a contractual obligation 

As indicated in the initial report, the legislation of the Ukrainian SSR 
makes r.o provision for imprisonment on the ground of inability to fulfil any 
contre,ctual obligation, and no such cases have ever been brought before the couxts. 
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Af;. indicated· in the ini tia.l report, citizens of the Ukrainian SSR enjoy 
freedo.m .of movement, free choice of· residence 'and other .rights meeting the 
requirem~nts of articl~ .12 of the Covenant. 

Article 13 (Expulsion of aliens) 

·· ... In ·ciddition to the information provided in the initial report, it shoul~ . 
be noted that . the Act on the Legal Status of·· Aliens in the USSR, of 24 June 1981, 
specifies the circumstances in which aliens may be expelled (deported) from the 
USSR. Under .article 3lofthe Act, aliens may be expelled if their aqtiyities 
jeopardize State security .or :public order; if expulsion is necessary to protect 
the health and ~orals of the. population .or to safeguard the rights and leg:i,timate 
interes.ts of US.SR .ci_tizens and. other persons; if they ·have grossly viola:ted. . · 
l~gislation conce~ning tbe legal status of aliens in the USSR or Customs, . cun-e_ncy 
or other Soviet legislation. - . ·- . 

Article 1 of · all citizens -before 
the courts;: right · to a fair hearing 

. The provisions of the Constitution on the equality of citizens befbre :tiie :iaw 
and the courts (article 154) have been further · developed and exemplified ' in · 
~ainian l .egislation • . 

. Article 5 of .the Act on the Judicial System of the Ukrainian SSR, of :.· 
5 .:i:~~~ 19$1,states that: "Justice in the -Ukrainian SSR 1.s administered on the · 
basis of the equ~li ty of ~i ti zens before the law -and · the courts, · irrespective 
of origin, social or property status, race or nationality, sex, edqc~tion, 
language, attitude to religion, type o:;- .P.a..tur~ of oci:upa.tiony · domleile or other 
factors". ' ·" sinii1ai· _-priricfples· are :contclin~d i _n the. new .version of article 6 of 
the Code of Civil Pro·cedure of .. the Ukrainian SSR ratified by a Decree of the 
Presidium_ of. the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR dat_ed . 23 January 1981 1 and 
in the new version of 'article 16 ·of the Coo.a of Criminal Procedure of the 
Ukraini~n SSR rat~fied by a Decree dated l~ April 19.~4 .• -

The Decree of 16 _April 1984 also brought articles 15 ·. and 21 · of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure of the Ukrainian SSR into line ~ith the constitutional. 
principle._ t~at ".no one may be. found guilty of -·a : crime and subjected to :punishment 
under criminal law except by tho sentence ·of a ·court· arid in conformity with the 
law". In the new version of article 21, the words "a defendant has the · right to 
legal defence" have been replaced by 11 a defendant is guaranteed the :r;ight to 
legal defence". - ·. The obligation to provide such defence is incumbent on the court, 
the procurator, the investigator or the person carrying out the inquiry. 

Also of relevance to the realization of defendants' right to l~gal ·defence are 
the :Regulations ·. on the Legal Profession in the Ukrainian SSR, adopted· on 

. ·31 October 1980 (see con,.ments above on article 2 ·of the Cov·enant). 

It should also be noted that a Decree of the Presidium of .the Supreme Soviet . 
of the Ukrainian SSR of 16 April 1984 added · to the provisions of article 20 or_· 
the Code of Crim_inal Procedure on public hearings in court. This Decree 
formally established a principle long observed in practice, · that hearings , 
in c~mera should be conducted in accordance with all the .usual rules of legal 
procedure. . · 
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An important factor in the safeguarding of the right to a fair hearing by 
a competent, independent and inpartial tribunal (article 14, paragraph 1, of the 
Covenant) is the Act .of 5 June 1981 on the ~rocedure for the withdrawal of the 
mandates of people's judges and people's assessors of urban distri~t . people's 
courts of the Ukrainian SSR. This Act reflects the constitut1onp,l' principle 
that judges and people's assessors, as elected officials, are answerable to the 
electors or electing bodies, must report back to them and maY be relieved .of 
their duties by them. Under the Act, judges and assessors may be relieved of 
their duties by a majority decision of. the electors if they have not justified 
the trust placed in them or have acted in a way unworthy of the high office of 
people's judge or people's as~essor. 

• The Fundamental Principles cf Legislation of the USSR and the Union Republics 
conceming ]reaches of Administrative La:w· were adopted on 23 _October 1980. As 
empha~ izeC: in article l, -one uf ~l·,= mai.,i · aims -·of this, ·piece ·. of legislation is. 
to protect the social, econ·orriic, political and pers6na;t. . rigllts and freed.oms of 
citizens. Under article 5, "no one inay be : subjected 'jo any penalty in connection 
with breaches of administrative law except on grounds and' in .the manner 
established by law, Proceedings in connection with such violations shall be 
conducted in strict accordance with the rules of socialist . law"• Article 35 of 
the Principles statei;; · that a person being. inve-stiga~etf:~ri · connection with a breath 
of administrative law has the right to-study.--thE; -mater-i-als of the case, give 
explanations and submit evidence and petitions; when the case is heard, he has 
the right to the services of legal counsel, the right' to spe~ in his native 
language and the right to the services of an · iritei-p'reter · if : he · does not know the 
langu3,.ge in which the case is conducted; he also has the'right to appeal against 
the decision. Cases are heard in public (article 36). Appeals against decisions 
in such cases may ·be lodged by the persons -against whom the .decisions are made 
or by the Procurator's Office (article 39). · . 

Article l Freedom from arbi trar interference with . -.;;_.iv~c 
_,;....;..;;:...::;._.a..-.................. ___,;;~;;....;;;==-==== ...... ;;.:.:..~~;.;;..;-:..;;,.::-....;;;......, ..... __,,...=..w.! · 

inviolability of the home and correspondence _ ~-, .· · 

, The provisions of the Constitution on the inviolability of the -.home 
(article 53) and the protection of citizens' private life (articl~. 54) have been 
further developed in .Ukrainian legislation. A Deere~ of the Pres"idium of the · 
Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR of 16 Apri1 ·-19a4 added to the Code of 
Criminal Procedure of the Ukrainian SSR a new article reading, 

11 Citizens are guaranteed inviolability of the home. No· one may, without 
lawful ground therefor, enter any dwelling against the will of · those :. , 
living in it • 

. The priv2.te life of citizens and secrecy' or corr'3sporidence, telephone 
.conversations .and telegraphic coror:n.mic9-tions ·are protected by,_law. 

Searches, confiscation or inspection of correspondence in citizens' homes, 
seizure of mail -and its ' confisc2tion from p0st-off_ice p;c-emises are . permissible 
only on the grounds and according to the procedure ·establishedl:iy ;this Code". 

Article 131 of the Criminal Code of the Ukrainian SSR now recognizes .as a 
criminal offence violation of the secrecy of telephone conv.ersations or. of 
telegraphic communications; it prev:-..ously recognized only,' ' violations _ of the 
secrecy of coITespondence (Decree of the Presidium of .the ;Supreme Soviet of the . 
U'aainian SSR .dated 12 January 1983). The same Decree es~ablished a new ·version 
of article 125 of the Criminal Code, whereby defamation;' T~e. the spreading of ----· 
deliberate and damaging fabrications, is made a criminal offence. The article 
contains a separate paragraph dealing with the offence of defamation in print or 
by other means of reproduction. 
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A Decree of the Supreme Soviet cf the Ukrainian SSR jated 23 J anuary 1981 
established ·a new ··veTs-icn•-of article 187 of :.:.ihe Code of-:Sivil ·Procedure. · · A 
provisio.n ~oncerning the secrecy of t2legr·aphic communications was added to the 
article; · it :provides that, i n ord,Jr ta :preserve t:lrn secrecy of correspondence and 
telegraphic co.!!l!llunica ticns , citizens; p0rson~ correspondence and telegraphic 
conmru.nications of citize ns may nc, +, le :r-ead 0 °.1t in open court except by agreement 
of the · sender3 and re~ipients. If such GgrAement is not forthcoming, the 
correspondenc.e or _ ,coiatnunic"1.tfo ~ ~hall b e he3£ci and ccnisidered in ce.mera. 

In ;:,~··ne~rel/ J:~t~a. · 18 Ifa.;7 ~S81 ~. tb,~ !'r i;:s iJ..:~,.11r. of the· '.:~preme Soviet of the 
T.Tkrainian SSH. -'.!?a tified ·the .- RE:€;:u.la,tior.s or • . th8 procedu.re for compensation for 
dE!ll.age caused to citizens by t:1.e un]awful· acti01~.s of organs of inquiry or 
preJJminiry investi gation_. th~ P".:'ccur:ttc.~i·c O.fi'ice o:t' t h e court (cf. comments 
above on a.tticle 9 of the ('ovenan-~.). 1Jnds.c arb cle 10 of the Regula ticns, these 
bodies roust, on a.:p:plicat:..ot~ bs ,.1 citi z~n •,1hc hc:.s been r ehabilitated, give written 
notice cf the :rehabib:~2-tfon t0 ~h~ c.'..tiz-:':n 1 F. work <..:ollective ·or the social 
organiza tior..-, at the ci tizca I s pl .3cG · of- ~es:i:d ent;e -di. +:hin 2. period of one month. 
If infoma tion has -been p-.1blisn >Sd in t h•?. !Yt"F! Sfl c oncerning such a citizen's 
convic'.tion, prosecu.-~ion, t.e-Len·~ion in c:u.st0d;),; a s a p::eve.ntive measure or subjection. 
to an ·administrative• ;Penalty, t he ,pu...~aJs e:on,::erned must:, a,t t he request of the 
citizen or his or h~r ~8la:tives, publish c,n , ,!,pp.._c,;;:r::..d.e rehr2bili t a tory notice 
-within a peri.od of o·:1e rr.m1th , · 

. .Ar:t'icle. 18 of the Act on the Legal · St:::.tu~ of Aliens ir. the USSR, of 
24 June 1931, p1:ovides t :ia t alifm:J shail be gua.r ant0E-'j inviolability of the 
person and home a.nd of othe::::- pers0na.J_· r .i.g:1ts in a.cc,Jrdc:nce ;,ii th Soviet. legislation. 

Article 18 (Right. t o fJ;.§EQ~n_.9 ·~ tho,1.gr.:c , consc:h_ence and religion) 

There h~ve been . no changes i n uk:cainian l,3gfalat ic·.:1 oh thie issue. . All 
Ukrai nian citizens c::.·-e gi.~ai'anteed f-r!::ac1.om o:f ,~onscience , Le, '' the right to profess 
or not to profess any religior, a'1tl :.,) ~oud::..ct J'el::.gio~1s worship or athestic 
propaganda. Incitement of b.ost:.lity er ha tr ~c. '.'.lr'. :::-eligious gro·.m ds is prohibited. 
The Church is spec.rated. .i'.r::>ri' . -tk:& :-.l t2,te a-c.d t . .a.e schc1cl L ro!ll tJrn Church" ( Constitution 
of the Ukrainian 3SR, i 2,r-ticle' 50 ) •. T:;.r~ cons:;:'.. t:.-.. .'.:_i:J;i.<il .g-..2arantee of freedom of 
conscience . in U:e Ukr::iiniab. ·ssR :~s :;uf,1-~ ou.1; :.ri ·';1-.e .Tt egu .. lations on religious 
c-.ssociaticns in the' TT'K1.·a i ~i;.n SSEL · :.,}-4i.0h ,,, .•..:-n :.:.·a·•;j_f:;_e~' oy a ::)ecre2 of -the 
Pres idillill e;f the St1.p:!:.'eme Sov.i.et ;;f tbe TnIT,.ini.r-r.i. S3F, on l No·1embe::- 1976;-

The .:;ct en the legn.l s·~ati.~s ::if ~::.:i en -, · ir- t l~~ USSR ~· of '.24 Ji.~~e 1981, provides 
that ''ali.ens in t:-... c US~R , like e;.i. t~_zens ( f t::-ie lTSSR , sb:1.ll be guarG.nteed freedot1 
of con'scier.ce" ( ~tide :1.6 ) ,. '.Fhe fJC1l'S :n.-tj_o~Le E:q: ::::·es .::;ly prohibits "incitement 
of hostilit~• and ~1.at~~<l i1~ .:e;,:mnl:ctivn ~•1i'.;l-1 ~e:U.['io•.:.s i ,elie!.'s " , 

. -· '. ~ .. 

1,rtic_le 19 ( F.~~_f.;ht t~ hol.-1_ a i1t:: e:-c-;-J:ress ~ ~infons without interference) 

There have b8en no changes ·'in Dlcei·,;j ·a:i. l')t;is~.a.t.:.i.:,n on _ this issu€. The 
following principle o:f the C0n s t ·i ~u-:-.ion :.s b'.'!:i.,~g i::onsL,tently applied· in practice: 

"In accordance with th0 interes·c;s o: t:i:.e ')e nplE: a:'!d in c,rder to strengthen 
and develop the socialist sy:n2m 1 ci tize':ls 2. .ce g.1.0..:~a.nt,c:ed fr::edom of -
speech, the p:res.s , · assembl ies ! meet:}.ngq~ · ntr~et pro~E'Soi cr .. s · and demonstrations. 
Exercise of these ro::.:i, t ied frsedoms i s ':Hlt,u.r f:!tl "uy put ting public buildings, 
streets and squares .e{ the . dispcsal of ti1e workL1g ~eopie and their • 
organizations~ by' b:~oad. cE sscmination of i n:i:'orma-tbn a rni by t he opportunity 
to use the press J televisi.(.1n 2.nd. r-..,1d).0 1

• ( cu·ticle 48). 
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.ft..rticle 20 (gghioi t:!:_QD._£.(_]_;-opap;anda for war and racial hatred) 

In addition to th~ info:trr.ation contained in the initial report, it should 
be noted that article 28 of the Constitution of the Ukr2.inian SSR expressly 
states that "in the Ukraini2.n GS:?, '•'?".:' propaganda is banned". 

In connection •,zitn article 20, para.g.raph 2, of the Covenant, it is appropriate 
to cite a.rt~cle 62 of the Cons ci tution, which states that "it is the duty of every 
citizen of the Ukrainian SSR to rcspeGt the national dignity of other citizens 
and to strengther. the friendship of the n2.tions and nationalities of the 
mul tinationa.1: Soviet. Stat~" e.nd article 67, which states that "it is the 
internationalist duty of citizens of the Ukrainian SS:S. to promote .friendship and 
co-operation with peoples of oth2r lanc1s and to help maintain and strengthen world 
peace''. 

:lrticle_21 (Ri~ht cf neaceful assembly) 

As already indicated in tho. com:nents above on article 19 of the Covenant, 
citizens of .the Ukrainian SSR axe ~uaxanteed :freedom of assembly, meetings, street 
processions and demonstrations (article 48 of the Constitution). In addition to 
the guaranteei:; .exp:i;-essl;-,r given in the article, these freedoms are ensured by 
measures provided for in other articles of the Constitution. The following 
provisions of t:C-1e Constitution are~ for example, directly relevant to the right of 
peaceful assembly: t!1088 prccl2iming the right of work collectives to take part 
in discussing and clecid5_ng Stde and. public affairs (article 8), the extetision of 
openness and constant '.!7esponGiveness to public opinion (article 9) ,· the right of 
citizens to participate in the :r.anz.ge':tent of State and public affairs (article 46), 
the right -to submit :proposals for improving the activities of State_and public 
bodies and to criti.::.ize shortcoLlings in their work (article 47), the right to 
associate in p\lblic crg:1niza'0ions (article 49), the right to campaign at election 
time (article 89), etc .. 

It should <'.lso 1)e no~ec. ·Ghat 'che wide-ranging powers in'1ested, in accordance 
with the Act on Work Collective.sand the Enhancement of their Role in the 
l1a.nagement of Enterprises~ fo.sti tut.ions and Organizations, of 17 June 1983, in 
all work c- ,-illecti.ves, ae clirectl;,r :realized by :public meetings of the collectives 
in enterprisest instit1.,. tions and o:r:-ganizatiomi. 

A:1:tic~_e 22 (Freedom of association) 

The constitutional ri5ht of Ukr·c:.inicrn citizens to freedom of association, 
including th3 right to for'!! trac.8 unions and j oin them, was examined in detail 
in the initi~~ report. It should be noted in addition that more detailed 
information on thr- rights and o.cti,,ities of trade unions in the Ukrainian SSR is 
to be fqund in . -the p,econd pe:;:-i.oc\ic r~?ort on the implementation of articles 6-9 
of the Internationai Covenant ,m ZconoD.1ic 1 Social and Cultural Rights 
(E/1984/7 /Add. 9), vhich was considere<l by an Zconomic and Social Council sessionaJ. 
working group in AprD 1964~ 

Article 1.5 o.f the Lat on the Legal Status of Aliens in the USSR, of 
24 June 1981, gr2.nts to aJ,:;.ens permanently resident in the USSR the rig..1-it to 
join trade unions, co-·:rpere.{;ive orge,n5.zations f sciE.ntific, cultural and 
sporting as[,oci,ations and other publiC; organizati0ns on the same basis as 
citizens of the USSR~ :provided that this is not contrary to the statutes of those 
organizations. 
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Article::; 23 and 24 (Prot13ction cf the fa.l!'lilY and the child) 

All questions relating to State protection of the family ann the child are · 
fully covere.i ·in the ini~i.d report. A JJecree of the Presidium of the 
Suprerr.e Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR dated 1 September 1980 established new 
versions cf vc.rious articles of the Coce on Earriaf,e and the Far:d.ly in the 
UkrainL:m SS3. · Article L'., for exa~ie, now s tates that "all citizens have 
equa1 rign+.s in their faCTily relations . · There shall be neither any direct or 
indirect li~itation of these rights , nor any direct or indirect ·creation of 
privileges upon =-arri~ee or in f2.r.lily relations on the grounds of origin, social 
or property status , race or nationality, sex , education, language, attitude to 
religion, t ype or nature of .occupation, domicile or other factors". 

Under Article 6 of the Code, "the fa11ily snjoys the protection of the State. 
The State help:: the fa.'11ily by providing anrl c. evelcping an extensive system of 
maternity homes, nurseries and kindergartens,organizations, boarding-schools and 
other institutions for children, organizing a.nd improving coI!lillllnal ser<.Jices and 
public catering, paying birth grants and providing children's allo,·1ances and 
benefits for single reothers and 12.rge families and other forms of family allowances 
and assistance. 

Motherhood is held in universal esteem and respect and is protected and 
encouraged by the State. The intere.sts of mothers and children are 'protected by 
special measures to protect women's work and heal th ancl to create · conditions 
enabling ~omen to combine work and motherhood. The State fuxther provides legal 
protection and material and moral support for mothers and children, including 
paid pregnancy aninaterni ty leave and other benefits for pregnant women and women 
-with .children". 

Detailed infonna.tion on many-questions relatiig . to the ~rotection of mothers 
and children can 2,lso be found in . the Ukrainian report on the implementation of 
the Convention ·on the Elimination.of ·11.11 Fonns of Discrimination Against Women 
( CEDAW/C/5/Add.ll), ·which wao considered by the CoitOi ttee on the Elimination of 
Discriminati on against Women at_ its second session in August 1983. 

The question of the acquisition of citizenship by children is covered in 
dP,tail in tne Act on Citizenship of the USSR, of 1 December 1978 
(articles 11-14 and 20-25). The Act states in particular that a child born in 
Soviet territory to stateless persons :p'emanently resident in the -USSR shall be 
a citizen of the USSR ( article 13). ,. Under article 14, a child of unknown :pa.rents 
wh6 ' is resident in USSR territory shali be' a ·citizen of the USSR. · · If, . however, · 
one . cf a child I s parents is a .. citizen of · the . USSR .and the other a: stateless person 
or unkno-wn, that child shall . be_ a citizen· of .the USSR irrespective of its :place 
of birth (article 12). 

Article 25 (The right to take part in the conduct of public affa.irs) 

Article 46 of the Constitution lays down the right of citizens to · take part 
in the management of State and :pub1ic affairs a.nd in the discussion and -adoption 
of laws and measures of all-Union and local significance, and this right has been 
further developed else~ihere. It is ensured by the opportunity to elect and to be 
elected to Soviets of People's Deputies and other elective State bodies, to take 
part in na.tiom1ide discussions and referenda, in the system of people is control, 
in the work of State bodies, public organizations an

1

d local community ·groups and 
in meetings at places of work or residence. · 
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The Act of the Suprcr:-1e Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR of 31 October 1930 on 
Soviets of People's Deputies at the regioml·(oblast) level (article 4), like 
the Acts of 13 December 1979 on district Soviets of People's Deputies (article 4), 
urban and urban district Soviets of People's Deputies (article 4), Soviets of 
People's Deputies at the settlement level (article 6) and village Soviets of 
People's De-::,uties (article 6), st.:,.tes that the activities of these bodies are . 
based on collective, free and constructive discussion and resoluticn of issues, 
openness, systematic reporting by their officials and the extensive involvement 
of citizens in their work. 

Article 2 of the statutes of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR, which · 
were adopted on 25 Ms.rch 1960, also states that the activities of this, the · 
supreme organ of State power in the Republic, are based on "extensive involvement" 
of citizens in the management of State and public affairs and constant 
responsiveness to public· opinion". 

One j.inportant way i?i 
1

which deo~cracy j_s exercised, the will and . interests 
of the people are reflect~d and citizens talce a direct paxt in the management 
of State arid public affairs is the system .of electors' instructions, i~e. 
socially valuable instructions approved by pre-election meetings and given by 
electors to their Peoplets Deputies. These instructions are intended to 
improve the 'tlOrk of the Soviets of People's Deputies . in directing State, economic, 
social and cultural developr.ient, ensuring comprehensive economic and social 
progress in the areas under their jurisdiction and satisfying the growing material 
and intellectual needs of the people • . on 30 Se~teober 1981, a Decree of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Sovi~t of the Ukrainian SSR ratified the Regulations 
on the organization of work with regard to instructions from electors; these 
Reguiations state t:iat such instructions must be taken into account at all levels · 
of manageoent in the establishment of draft economic and social development plans 
(article 19). When reporting back to the electors who nominated him( a deputy 
must · tell them how the instructions are . being ca.rried out (article 32J. Work 
on carrying out electors' instructions is effected with great openness and 
publicized in the pr~·ss_, .on radio and telev~sion, etc. 

On 27 June 1979; the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR adopted ne,~ 
versions of the Act on the procedure for withdrawing the mandates of deputies of 
the Supreme Soviet ;f the Ukrainian SSR and the Act on the procedure for 
withdr?,wing the mandates of deputies of th~Soviets of People's Deputies at . 
the regional ( oblast ), district, urban, urban district; settlement and village, · 
levels:. · .. pince the right to wi thdi-a.t-1 a deputy's mandate is an expression of . 
the sov?reignty of the people a.nd_ guarantees that deputies are truly accountable 
to· th!=!ir electors, these Ac.ts pro,/ide that a deputy may be dismissed from office· 
at any moment by the .decision of a majority of the electors in the constituency 
concerned if he or she has not justified the electors' trust or has acted in a 
way incompatible with the exalted title of deputy. 

Another iu;portant constitutional way -of -exercising socialist democracy and 
an effective method of involving the people in the management of State and 
public affairs _i s_ the system of people's control. The .Act on Peo3:1le' s Control 
in the U.SSR~ :adopted .on 30 November 1979, provides that, in the Soviet State, . 
which ·• ezj;>re~ses the . . will and interests of the entir2 people, the right of control 
belongs · to .· the· pMple its elf. People's control ex~.;ends to economic life and · 
soci~l °.ci?'ld c'1.1ltur,al gro-wth, to production and dis tribution and to t he activities 
of the ·s t ate apparatus; it plays an itrportant part in realizing the tasks and 
functions of the Soviet State, ~hich is a State of all the people. The 
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activities of the organs of people's control are based on the initiatives and 
socialist conscience of the Soviet people. The . existence of such organs. is 
intended to develop in citizens a feeling of responsibility for the affairs of 
society as a whole. 'l:he Act lays down the basic tasks and lines of action of 
the organs of people's control and the principles b~hind their 1~ork. It states 
in particular tha.t the activities of organ:::: of people's control shall be based on 
strict observance of socialist legality and contribute to the preservatio~ of 
law and order, the interests of society and citizens' rights and freedoms 
(article 4). 

One important aspect of people's control is the monitoring of offic,i.~s• . 
compliance. with Soviet law· when exanining proposals, applications and complaints 
by citizens (article 3). 

A~ople' s control committees enjoy ' a number of rights of the kind recognized to 
the State: they arc entitled to punish culpable officials, impose fines and dis!!liss 
from their functions persons vJho have cornmi tted gross contraventi9ns of _S~c1te ·. 
discipline or legislation, are responsible for bureaucracy and red tape or._. have 
caused serious damage to the interests of the State, organizations: or citizens 
(article 22). 

People's control committees consider proposals, applications and complaints 
by citizens, take steps to resolve the issues .. raised therein and interview . · 
citizens (article 19). · 

The .let on Work Collectives: aridthe Enhancement .of their Role _in the 
~12.nagement of Enterprises, Institutions and Organizations was adopted on 
17 June 1983. It recognizes to work collectives the right to take part in the 
discussion of and . decision-ma.ld.ng on State and public affairs a,nd in the 
management of enterprises, institutions and organizations. Under article 5 
of the Act, work collectives are entitled to examine proposed laws, nominate 
candidates as deputies of State organs and People's Judges, elect the people's 
assessors of urban district people's courts and recall them if they have not 
justified the trust of the electors. They may also raise the question9f 
recalling deputies of the· Soviets of People I s Deputie&.- and discuss 0th.er · questions 
relating to State and public life. Work collectives have wide-ranging pow.ers 
as regards economic and social development planning, the conclusion of collective 
agreements concerning conditions of employment, the maintenance of working 
discipline, the organization, standardization and :remuneration of labour, the 
training and placement of personnel, the improvement and safety of working 
conditions, the improvement of workers' social, cultural and living conditions, 
etc. 

Article 26 (Protection against discrimination) 

As indicated in the initial report, socie.l, economic and all other 
prerequisites and conditions for the existence of any type of discrimination 
or oppression have been eliminated in the Ukrainian SSR. 

Article 32 of the Constitution states that ''citizens of the Ukrainian SSR 
are equal before the law without distinction of origin, social or property 
sta,tus, race or nationality·, sex, education, language, attitude to religion, 
type or nature of occupation, domicile or other factors. 

The equal rights of citizens of the Ukrainian SSR are guaranteed in all 
fields of economic, political, social and cultural life. 



Article 34 of the Constitution provides that "ci ti~ens of the Ukrainian SSR 
of different races and nationalities have equal rights. 

' .. . 

Exercise of these rights is ensured by a policy of all~round development 
and rz.pprocher.ient of all the nations and nationalities of the USSR, by educating 

.. citizens in the spirit oi .Soviet patriotism and socialist .internationalism and 
by gi.vinc them the opportunity to use their native language and the languages of 
other people_s of the USSR. - · 

Any direct or indirect licitation of the rights of citizens or any 
establishment of direct or indirect privileges on grounds of race or nationality, 
and any advocacy of racial _or national exclusiveness, hostility or contempt, are 
punishable by law". 

The?e provisions of the Constitution hav~ been reflected and extended in all 
areas o.f- Ukrainian legislation and are consistently 2.:pplied . _in practice. Detailed 
info:rma.tion on legislative and . other measures being ;ta.ic.en in the Ukrainian SSR 
to prohibit anct prevent -all forms of racial or other· di3crimination or inequality 
is given in the country's perbdic reports on the implementation of the 
International Convention on the Elimination of t ll Forms of Racial Discriir..ination, 
the seventh and latest of which (CERD/C/91/Add.20) was considered by the Co:mnittee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination at its twenty-seventh session, in 
March 1983. Information on the sa:ne subject is also contained in the periodic 
reports of the Ukrainian SSR relating to the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, the third and latest of 
·which (E/CN.4/1963/24/Add.11) . was considered by the Group of Three of the 
Commission on Human Rights in January 1983 • • 

--
The principle of _equaiity and non-discrimination is also dealt with in the 

comments above on articles 2 and 14 of the Covenant. 

Article 27 (Rights of minorities) 

-;~estions relating to the guarantee of the equality of national and other 
tlinorities were considered in detail in the initial report (cf. also the 
comments apove on article 26 of the Covenant). 




