UNITED

NATIONS CCPR

International Covenant on Distr.
Civil and Political Rights CENERAL

CCPR/ C/ SR 1560
2 Decenber 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

HUMAN RI GHTS COWM TTEE
Fifty-ninth session
SUMVARY RECORD OF THE 1560t h MEETI NG

Hel d at Headquarters, New York,
on Monday, 24 March 1997, at 10.30 a.m

Tenporary Chairperson: M. TI STOUNET
(Acting Secretary of the Committee)
Chai r per son: M's. CHANET
CONTENTS

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON BY THE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

SOLEWN DECLARATI ONS BY THE NEWY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE COWVM TTEE | N ACCORDANCE
W TH ARTI CLE 38 OF THE COVENANT

ELECTI ON OF THE CHAI RPERSON AND OTHER OFFI CERS OF THE COWM TTEE

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submtted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a menorandum and al so i ncorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to the
Chief, Oficial Records Editing Section, room DC2-794, 2 United Nations Pl aza.

97- 80875 (E) /...



CCPR/ C/ SR. 1560
Engl i sh
Page 2

Any corrections to the records of the public neetings of the Conmttee at
this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued shortly
after the end of the session

97- 80875 (E) /...



CCPR/ C/ SR. 1560
Engl i sh
Page 3

The neeting was called to order at 11.05 a.m

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON BY THE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

1. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON decl ared open the fifty-ninth session of the
Human Rights Conmittee

2. On behal f of the Secretary-Ceneral, he was pleased to report that a website
for the Hi gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts had been established on the
Wrld Wde Wb on 10 Decenber 1996; the website was available in English, with a
limted nunber of docunents in French or Spanish. The Conmittee's officia
records, as well as the provisional agenda and State parties' reports to be
consi dered at the current session, had already been placed on the website; the
Committee's concl uding observations would al so be put on it.

SOLEWN DECLARATI ONS BY THE NEWY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE COWVM TTEE | N ACCORDANCE
W TH ARTI CLE 38 OF THE COVENANT

3. Lord COVILLE, M. GAITAN DE POVBO Ms. EVATT, M. LALLAH Ms. MOGHAI ZEL,
M. POCAR, M. SCHEININ, M. TURK and M. YALDEN sol emmly undertook to discharge
their duties as nmenbers of the Human Rights Conmittee inpartially and
consci enti ously.

ELECTI ON OF THE CHAI RPERSON AND OTHER OFFI CERS OF THE COWM TTEE

4., Ms. Chanet was elected Chairperson, M. Bhagwati, M. El-Shafei and
Ms. Medina Quiroga were elected Vice-Chairpersons and Ms. Evatt was el ected

Rapporteur by accl amation.

5. Ms. Chanet took the Chair.

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

6. The agenda was adopt ed.
ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

7. The CHAI RPERSON, responding to questions raised by M. BHAGMTI

M. ElL-SHAFElI, Ms. EVATT, M. KLEIN, M. KRETZMER Ms. MEDI NA QUI ROGA and

M. POCAR, said that item 11 had not been included in the draft programe of
wor k because the Conmittee had not yet designated a Special Rapporteur for the
FollowUp on views. Item6, on action by the General Assenbly at its fifty-
first session, could be taken up on 8 April. The Committee could increase the
time allotted to communi cations; it should al so have an exchange of views on the

next draft general conment.

8. M. TISTOUNET (Acting Secretary of the Comrittee) said that it was his
understanding that item6 was to be considered in conjunction with the issue of
the Conmttee's nethods of work.
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9. The CHAI RPERSON said that she took it that the Commttee wi shed to adopt
the draft programe of work, on the understanding that it would be applied
flexibly, that every effort would be made to find nore time for the

consi derati on of comunications during the second week of the session and that,
i f possible, an exchange of views would be held on item 9 concerning Genera
Comments of the Conmittee.

10. It was so deci ded.

Reports of Chairnen/ Rapporteurs of W rking G oups

11. M. ANDO speaking as Chairman of the pre-sessional Wrking Goup, said
that nmenbers of the Wrking Goup had net with representatives from severa

i nternational agencies and organi zations, including the Ofice of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the International Labour Organization and
the Worl d Health Organization. The Wrking Goup had also net with
representatives of non-governnental organizations active in the field of human
rights.

12. The Working Group had formulated five lists of issues relating to the
reports on Bolivia, Colonbia, Georgia, Lebanon and Macau. It had al so dealt
with four draft views on cases to be considered on their nerits, although it had
subsequently deci ded not to proceed with one of them In four cases a decision
on admi ssibility had been conmbined with draft views. Two cases had been

decl ared i nadm ssible and three admissible; those three cases woul d be

consi dered by the plenary on their nerits. Six cases involving draft views and
one requiring a decision on admissibility were still pending fromthe previous
session. It might be advisable to deal with the ol der cases first in order to
cl ear the backl og.

Lists of issues to be taken up in connection with the consideration of reports
submtted by States parties under article 40 of the Covenant

Second periodic report of Bolivia (CCPR/ C/ 63/ Add. 4; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 54)

Part | of the list of issues

13. Part | was adopt ed.

Part 11 of the list of issues

14. M. POCAR pointed out that some of the issues in part Il had not been
prefaced with the relevant articles of the Covenant. The articles should be
mentioned in order to indicate the exact legal franmework in which the issue was
being raised. |If issues did not specifically refer to articles of the Covenant,
the State party's answers mght be too general in nature.

15. M. ANDO speaking as Chairman of the pre-sessional Wrking Goup, said
that the first three issues in part Il related to article 2 of the Covenant and
issue 5 referred to article 12. The relevant insertions would be made in the
list.
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16. Part 11, as orally amended. was adopt ed.

17. The list of issues to be taken up in connection with the second periodic
report of Bolivia was adopted.

Initial report of Georgia (CCPR C/ 100/ Add. 1; HRI/CORE 1/ Add. 27)

18. M. ANDQO speaking as Chairman of the pre-sessional Wrking Goup, said
that references to specific articles of the Covenant woul d be supplied where
they did not appear in part Il of the list. Issues 1, 2, 3 and 12 related to
article 2, and issue 6 related to article 14.

Part |
19. Lord COVILLE, referring to issue 1 in part |, said that the CGovernnent of
Ceorgia was not in effective control of certain areas of its own territory. It

could not therefore be expected to comment on the continuing inpact of the arnmed
conflicts in such areas. The State party should be asked about the current
situation in those areas and what it intended to do to ensure that the Covenant
was respected in what was nominally part of its territory, in respect both of
persons actually in those territories and of internally displaced persons
seeking to return

20. Ms. EVATT said that she would prefer a |l ess enotive termthan "arned
conflicts" since the territories in question were actually autononous regions of
Ceorgi a.

21. M. BUERGENTHAL proposed noving the second sentence of issue 1 to the end
of one issue, since its current position gave the erroneous inpression that the
Conmittee was interested only in the rights of internally displaced persons,
rather than in the full range of rights protected by the Covenant.

22. The CHAI RPERSON suggested that issue 1 should be retitled "Inpact of the
events in Abkhazia and South OCssetia" (arts. 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 14) and revised
to read: "Please comrent on the inpact of the events in Abkhazia in 1993 and
1994 and in South Gssetia in 1992 on the exercise of the rights guaranteed under
articles 6, 7, 9, 10 and 14 of the Covenant. Please elaborate on the status
accorded to the rights enunmerated in article 4, paragraph 2, of the Covenant.

In particular, please clarify what is the particular situation of the internally
di spl aced persons, what the Government intends to do in that regard and what

saf equards and renedi es are available to these persons”.

23. Part I, as orally anmended, was adopted.
Part 11
24. M. KLEIN said that the scope of issue 9 in part Il was too broad. As far

as he was aware, the freedons of conscience and religion were not under threat
in Georgia. The Committee should focus exclusively on freedom of expression

It had come to his attention that the mass nedia in CGeorgi a exercised a form of
sel f-censorship. The State party should explain how the rel evant provisions of
the I aw and the Covenant were applied in practice to the mass nedi a.
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25. Lord COVILLE said that he was opposed to the deletion of the reference to
freedom of consci ence because, under the Georgian Constitution, conscientious
objectors were allowed to performother kinds of work instead of comnpul sory
mlitary service but, in practice, that did not happen.

26. M. KLEIN proposed that freedom of consci ence and freedom of expression
shoul d be dealt with as separate issues since they had little in conmon.

27. The CHAI RPERSON suggested that issue 9 in part Il should be split into two
issues. The first issue would be entitled "Freedons of consci ence and

expression” and would relate to articles 18 and 19 of the Covenant. |Its new
wordi ng woul d be: "Please clarify what specific limts are inposed by |aw on
the exercise of the freedons of conscience and expression". A subsidiary issue
on article 19, entitled "Freedom of expression”, would read: "How are the

rel evant provisions of the |aw and the Covenant applied in practice to the
nmedi a?".

28. Part 11, as orally anmended, was adopted.

29. The list of issues to be taken up in connection with the initial report of
Ceorgi a was adopt ed.

Fourth periodic report of Colonbia (CCPR/ C/ 103/ Add. 3; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 56)

30. M. ANDO speaking as Chairman of the pre-sessional Wrking Goup, said
that issue 2 in part | came under articles 2, 6, 7, 9 and 10 of the Covenant and
that issues 6, 7, 12 and 13 cane under article 2 of the Covenant.

31. M. PCCAR, referring to the title of issue 1 in part Il, said that, in the
i nterest of consistency, |anguage simlar to that of the list of issues to be
taken up in connection with Georgia should be used. Accordingly, "Equality of
t he sexes" shoul d be replaced by "Gender issues”. That was also in line with

current United Nations usage.

32. M. TURK asked why neither the issues raised in connection with Bolivia nor
those raised in connection with Col onbia stressed the need for states of
energency to be temporary in nature

33. M. ANDO recalled that the Cormttee's practice had been to insist that the
State party concerned do everything in its power to end a state of energency as
soon as possible. Emergency situations differed fromState to State.
CGovernments usual ly indicated what action they were taking in that regard. He
had no objection to M. Pocar's suggestion to use the term"Gender issues”, if
that was the preference of nenbers of the Committee.

34. Ms. EVATT suggested that the term " Gender equality” should be used.

35. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 1.10 p.m




