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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 7) (continued)

Fourteenth periodic report of Yugoslavia (CERD C/ 299/ Add. 17;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 40) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Yugoslav del egation resunmed its
pl aces at the Cormittee table.

2. M. de GOUTTES said that the events taking place in Kosovo and the other
incidents of racial discrimnation that were continuing in the Republic of
Yugosl avia fell squarely under the application of the International Convention
on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation. The Conmittee was
therefore conpetent to consider the question and, in view of internationa
feelings about the problem it could also be of interest to the Comr ssion on
Human Ri ghts whose next session was to begin shortly.

3. Informati on reaching the Committee on the subject was extrenely
contradictory; yet, to say the least the report of the State party
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 17) painted an optimstic picture of the situation in

di scussing at length (for exanple in paragraphs 39 to 42) the rights enjoyed
by ethni c Al bani ans.

4, The Committee would |ike to hear frank and unequi vocal information from
the Al bani an delegation itself in connection with the facts reported by

vari ous non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including Amesty
International, which condemmed the arrests, executions and ill-treatnent

al | egedly experienced by the Al bani ans of Kosovo, attacks against the civilian
popul ati on, and discrimnation in respect of political and | anguage matters as
well as in enploynent, education, health and informtion

5. Reverting to a question raised by the Country Rapporteur, M. Rechetov,
he woul d |i ke to know whet her the Bel grade Governnment was prepared to revive
the good offices mission that the Conmmttee had sent to Kosovo in 1993 in an
attenpt to bring the parties closer together.

6. He woul d al so like to know whether the Bel grade authorities intended to
i nprove their cooperation with the International Crimnal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia. Could the del egation indicate how many crimnals the
Gover nment had handed over to that Tribunal and how many had been brought
before national courts and convicted?

7. Lastly, what action would the Yugoslav authorities take on the new pl an
of action and the proposals of the six countries conprising the Contact G oup
(France, Cermany, Italy, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States)

whi ch had entrusted Félipe Gonzalez with a nediation m ssion to Kosovo? He
recalled that the plan called for the withdrawal within 10 days of the specia
Yugoslav units responsible for repression in the province and cessation of the
activities of the security forces against the civilian popul ation, access for
the Red Cross and other humanitarian organi zations, and a commitnent to
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initiate a dialogue with the | eaders of the Al banian conmunity in Kosovo. The
Contact Group, although not in favour of Kosovo's independence, also wanted
that province to be granted a greater degree of autonony.

8. He sincerely hoped that the presence of the Yugoslav del egati on woul d
make it possible to tackle all those problems in a frank manner

9. M. NOBEL said that the Country Rapporteur, M. Rechetov, had anal ysed
the report under consideration in an adm rable nanner. However, he had not
qui te understood his reference to the decision of a German court which had
all egedly refused to recogni ze the Al bani ans of Kosovo as asylum seekers. A
deci sion of that nature should be interpreted with caution: on the one hand,
the case | aw of the court on requests for asylumwas probably quite |imted,
and on the other it should be borne in mnd that the grant of refugee status
depended on the concept of “persecution”, a termwhich was unfortunately not
defined in the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. According to
the HCR Manual , harassnent and discrimnation did not in thenselves constitute
“persecution”. The German court's decision not to grant asylumin the case
referred to did not, therefore, inply that the asyl um seeker had not been

di scrimnated against in his country of origin.

10. He added that the restrictive policy adopted by the western European
countries with respect to asylum seekers who had not been persecuted

t hroughout the territory of their country of origin was often unacceptable
fromthe human rights standpoint and should be a matter of concern for the
Conmittee.

11. As for the report proper, he subscribed fully to the observations of

ot her nmenbers of the Conmittee. The problem of discrimnation against

Al bani ans was not new and he recalled that, in his youth, he had personally
been acquainted with Al banian | awers, doctors or university professors from
Kosovo who had spoken of the humiliation they suffered at the hands of the
Ser bs.

12. If, as a result of denographic growh, a national minority in a country
became the majority and was denied its rights, the consequences were

i nevitably explosive. The State party was responsible for reviving the

di al ogue and for the inplenentation of international conventions, including
the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racia

Di scrimnation, in Kosovo.

13. M _. BANDON sai d he whol eheartedly endorsed the points nmade by previous
speakers who had expressed thenselves in a cal mand neasured way, even if they
wer e deeply concerned by or even indignant about the situation prevailing in
the State party.

14. He wi shed to add a few personal observations. Wth respect, for exanple
to the application of article 3 of the Convention, the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia stated in paragraph 45 of its report that it was trying to pronote
the equality of nen. Yet it was commn know edge that segregation existed in
the country and that it contributed in |arge neasure to the deterioration of
the political situation. Such facts should be recognized and di scussed
openly. As for the recent events in Kosovo, the Serbian authorities stated
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that they made a distinction between the Al bani an popul ati on and Al bani an
terrorists. Yet in view of what was actually happening, was that distinction
really made by the Serbian police?

15. Simlarly, he seemed to recall that an agreement had been signed in
August 1996 on the normelization of relations with the Croatians who were even
nmore nunerous in the territory of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Yet

one year later that agreenment had still not been inplenmented and the question
of their right to nationality was still in abeyance; many of them were
therefore stateless. Those who had | eft Yugoslavia because they had refused
to fight against Croatia were unable to return. According to information

whi ch had recently been brought to his attention, the |local authorities in the
town of Zemun were driving the Croatians fromtheir hones and jobs, and
children of Croatian origin were no |longer admtted to nursery schools. In
Subotica, where the Croatians accounted for 30 per cent of the population, no
nmore than a handful occupied public posts.

16. It mght well be that such practices, which were conpletely contrary to
the provisions of the Convention, also inpinged on other segments of the
popul ati on. He hoped that the Serbian del egati on woul d take those points up
inits next report and indicate clearly whether the Yugoslav authorities

i ntended to accept the anmendnent to article 8, paragraph 6 of the Convention
and to nake the declaration under article 14.

17. Ms. SADIQ ALI said she had listened carefully to previous speakers and
had the feeling that everything, or practically everything, had been said on
the subject of Kosovo. She would therefore sinply request the Yugosl av

del egation for additional information on a nunber of specific issues
concerni ng education and health. According to a report on the human rights
situation in Kosovo, segregation prevailed in the primary schools and Serbian
and Al banian children had to attend separate classes, in sone cases in turn
A der Al banian children had to study in private schools run by individuals.
Equality in education was therefore a thing of the past. Furthernore, the
deterioration of the econonmic situation due to shortcom ngs on the part of the
authorities had had a negative inpact on the health care system bringing
about, anong other things, an increase in the infantile nortality rate, a
sharp rise in the nunber of cases of child malnutrition and a decline in
vacci nation rates.

18. The Bul garian minority of over 25,000 persons was al so apparently

di scrimnated against in terns of education, culture and information.

Bul gari ans were systenmatically nade out to be the enem es of the Serbs in
school textbooks, and that minority was apparently finding it very difficult
to preserve its cultural identity and | anguage. For exanple, there were
virtually no news progranmes in Bul garian

19. Lastly, the State party apparently tended to confuse religion and
menber ship of an ethnic group, and religious mnorities - particularly the
Catholic mnority consisting nostly of Hungarians and Croatians - were

all egedly the target of discrinination and harassnent, and even vi ol ence.
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20. She sincerely hoped that the Yugoslav del egati on woul d provide specific
information on all those points and al so supply accurate facts and figures on
t he denography and precise conposition of the country's popul ation

21. M. SHAH endorsed M. van Boven's observations concerning the
shortcom ngs of the report and in particular the absence of information about
events in Kosovo, on the situation of the Ronma and on the prosecution of war
crimnals by the courts

22. In general, it could be said that, as the report provided information
above all on constitutional provisions and various laws in force but not about
their practical application, it failed to offer a basis for a genuine

di al ogue. He also noted that no action had been taken on the Committee's
previ ous observati ons.

23. It was not enough to say that steps should be taken to prevent the

out break of a new conflict in Kosovo. What was needed urgently was the

i nvestigation of abuses comritted by the Serbian police forces in that

provi nce and action to put an end to them If it was clained that terrorism
was bei ng conbated, why were wonen and children being attacked? Since

Yugosl avia all egedly had “nothing to hide”, the Red Cross and ot her

humani tari an organi zati ons shoul d be all owed into Kosovo.

24. Simlarly, cooperation should be established with the internationa
comunity so that war crimnals could be brought before the Internationa
Crimnal Tribunal at The Hague.

25. If the Serbs genuinely intended to settle the probl em of Kosovo in
accordance with international nornms, they should denobnstrate their

determ nation by cooperating with the Contact Group and restoring, at the sane
time as autonony, the dialogue with the Al banian authorities of the province.
As M. Nobel had rightly enphasized, a policy of oppression in the present
context could only lead to disaster

26. Noti ng that some of his colleagues had invoked the Committee's Genera
Recomendati on XXI (HRI/GEN 1/ Rev. 3) he read out the two first sentences of
its paragraph 11. He pointed out that, although it was not the Committee's
intention to authorize or encourage any action likely to affect all or part of
the territorial integrity or political unity of sovereign and independent
States, it was nevertheless of the view that States were under a duty to treat
all their citizens on an equal footing w thout distinction as to race,
religion or colour, and to respect their political rights. That
recommendati on should therefore be invoked with care since it was a
doubl e- edged weapon, its purpose not being sinply to protect sovereign States
agai nst secession. The Conmittee nust therefore analyse each situation as a
speci al case.

27. M. YUTZI S enphasi zed that the Comm ttee had consistently tried to adopt
a conpletely even-handed approach to the difficult situation in Kosovo. It
had denmonstrated its desire to contribute to the settlenent of the conflict by
sendi ng a good offices mssion to Kosovo. He personally considered that the
dramatic situation there was explained by the fact that efforts had al ways
been nade to deal with its synptons and not its causes. Instead of pursuing a
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policy ainmed at curbing terrorismin Kosovo, whose main victinms were
civilians, it would be better to adopt a political approach which al one could
offer a solution to the problem responsibilities being shared anong the
parties, even if the nmain responsibility had to be shoul dered by the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia. The presence of a delegation fromthe State party
woul d no doubt enable the Committee to determ ne why the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a had chosen a nethod of that nature to settle the conflict in
Kosovo.

28. M. LECHUGA HEVI A endorsed the general tenor of the observations nade by
menbers of the Cormittee. The blind and excessive repression that had
overwhel med Kosovo and resulted in |arge nunmbers of innocent victinm was
unacceptable. The Conmittee should base itself on the results of the Contact
Group's work and try to help inprove the situation there

29. It was undeni able that the provisions of the Convention had been

vi ol ated by the Serbian Government, which inplied that the Conmittee should
react accordingly. For the present, it should do everything possible to
pronmote conciliation in that troubled part of Serbia and al so express its
views on the violation of the Convention, after taking the explanations of the
State party into account.

30. M_. HODZA (Federal Republic of Yugoslavia), Federal Deputy M nister of
Justice and head of the delegation, said he had |istened very carefully to
M. Rechetov's report on his country as well as to the coments of nenbers of
the Conmittee. He noted with satisfaction that his country's report as well
as a nunber of documents concerning the inplenmentation of the Convention in

t he Federal Republic of Yugoslavia had been considered in detail by the
Committee. His delegation appreciated the Comrittee's conments and
observations to which his Governnent would attach the greatest inportance

31. Referring to the general aspects of the inplenentation of the Convention
i n Yugosl avia and Yugoslavia's attitude to the Cormittee, he said that his
country was trying to provide the Conmittee with the information it needed in
order to make an objective assessnent of how the Convention was applied in
Yugosl avia. His country considered that it was essential to respect the
letter and spirit of the Convention and other applicable internationa

i nstruments, to avoid any unnecessary politicization of problenms and to
increase its cooperation with the Conmttee.

32. In view of the many questions raised about the human rights situation in
Yugosl avia as well as on its internal order and adm nistration, he said it
woul d be useful to recall the main elements of his country's position on the
situation in Kosovo and Metohij a.

33. In accordance with the Serbian Constitution, Kosovo and Metohija, |ike
Voj vodi na, was an autonomous entity of Serbia. However, autonony had been
granted not to the Al banian ninority alone but to all citizens living in the
autononous territory of that province. The menbers of the Al banian mnority
enjoyed all the rights inplicit in international nornms and Yugosl avia had
acceded to virtually all international human rights instruments.
Consequently, it was unnecessary to grant the Al banian nmnority specia
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status; on the contrary, it should be urged to stop boycotting State
institutions and to exercise, loyally and in good faith, all the rights it had
been granted, like the other communities.

34. He explained in that connection that Yugoslavia had 20 nati ona

m norities, accounting for sonme 20 per cent of its total population. Wth the
exception of the Al banian conmunity, all of themexercised their rights to the
full, respected the |law and the national authorities, and took an active part
in the economic, social and political life of the country. The federa
authorities and those of the Serbian Government were determ ned that al
guestions connected with the civil rights of the inhabitants of Kosovo and

Met ohija and their right to rapid econom ¢ devel opnent shoul d be tackl ed

t hrough political channels in accordance with the Constitution of the Republic
and international norms, the principles of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the Paris Agreenents and the Charter of the

United Nations. Those instrunents were the subject of consensus in Serbia and
enjoyed international support. It was in that spirit that the Serbian
Governnment had call ed upon the officials of the Al banian mnority in Kosovo
and Metohija to participate in a frank and realistic dialogue, which al one
woul d nake it possible to achieve a political solution to the problenms of the
citizens of that province.

35. The Governnent had appointed its representatives to the talks that were
to begin that very day at PrisStina. However, it appeared that the Al banian
mnority was refusing to participate in the dialogue that was necessary to

i ncrease confidence and restore the situation in Kosovo and Metohija to
normal. The political |eaders of the Al banian minority did not want to
participate in a substantive dial ogue, and preferred to dramati ze and
internationalize the situation and seek a solution in independence and
secessi on, an objective which the menbers of the Conmittee firmy opposed.

In that connection, the Yugoslav Governnment rejected the efforts being made by
the so-called defenders of human rights and minorities in Yugoslavia which
violated the rules of international law by interfering in Yugoslavia's
internal affairs with a viewto inposing political conditions and sanctions,
wi t hout exam ning the substance of the problem which could only aggravate
terrorismin Kosovo and Metohij a.

36. The Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia respected its
obligations and was prepared to cooperate fully with international human
rights organi zations. Effective cooperation should, in its view, be based on
respect for the legitimate rights of Yugoslavia. The Governnment woul d be
prepared to study a proposal by the Comrittee to send a new good offices

m ssion to Yugosl avi a.

37. Conpl ete respect for the rights of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
woul d hel p to strengthen cooperation between Yugosl avia and the Conmmittee.

Hi s del egati on hoped that the Comrittee woul d endeavour to draw up enli ghtened
and objective conclusions on the situation in Yugoslavia reflecting a genuine
desire to cooperate with Yugoslavia in order to ensure the application of the
Conventi on.

38. Replying to a question put by M. Sherifis, he explained that nmenbers of
national mnorities participated in the country's political, econon c and
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social life in a normal way with the exception of some of the nenbers of the
Al banian mnority who did not exercise their constitutional rights. The
mnorities were represented at all levels on legislative, judicial, executive,

di pl omati c and ot her deci si on-naki ng bodi es and occupi ed top-I|evel posts in
the private and public sectors. For exanple, 5 representatives of mnorities
were nmenbers of Parliament and 13 were nmenbers of the National Assenbly of the
Republic of Serbia. Five Secretaries of State and one deputy mnister were of
Al banian origin, as well as one judge of the Suprene Court of Serbia. Six
menbers of the National Assenbly of Vojvodina were fromthe national Hungarian
mnority.

39. Mor eover, the Al banian conmunity woul d have had over 30 seats in
Parliament had it participated in the el ections, and woul d have been in the
majority in the local representative institutions of Kosovo and Metohija. He
al so noted that the Al banians had boycotted the |ast census for politica
reasons. Various crimnal acts conmitted in Kosovo as well as in Macedonia
denonstrated that the Al bani an secessioni st novenent of Kosovo woul d stop at
nothing to achieve its political ends.

40. Replying to M. Rechetov's question about radio and television
broadcasting in Serbia, he explained that Radi o-Tel evision Serbia was an

i ndependent St at e-owned conpany and was subject to Serbia's radio and
television |law and not to the Law on Public Information. The main State radio
and television stations, nanely, RT Novi-Sad and RT PriStina, enployed sone
7,500 persons of all nationalities fromthe Republic of Serbia. Numerous
publicati ons were published in Yugoslavia - nany of themin the Republic of
Serbia and the Republic of Montenegro, but also in Vojvodina - in various

| anguages including mnority | anguages such as Hungarian. At the present tine
there were 53 newspapers in Kosovo and Metohija - twice as many as in 1984.
Yugosl avia al so had a | arge nunber of independent radio and tel evision
stations, nost of which were operated by the private sector. The ngjority
were required to conply with |icensing approval and regul ati on procedures

adm ni stered by the Mnistry of Tel econmuni cati ons.

41. In reply to a question put by M. Garval ov and several other experts
concerning the nmeaning of the words “separatisni and “terrorisn in
Yugosl avi a, he explained that those terns were applied to that part of the

Al banian mnority which was militating in favour of the secession of Kosovo
and Metohija. Yugoslavia had been experiencing continuing terrorist activity,
directed by the Arny for the National Liberation of Kosovo, since the end of
the Second World War. Yugosl avia had consistently kept the internationa
conmmunity inforned of such activities as, for exanple, in connection with the
wor k of the Comm ssion on Human Rights on the rel ationship between human
rights and terrorism Terrorist activities in Kosovo and Metohija during the
period 1991-1997 had been discussed in the reports prepared by

Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, Special Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts on
the human rights situation in the territory of the forner Yugoslavia. During
that period, there had been 107 attacks agai nst police officers, refugee
centres and nenbers of the Yugoslav arned forces. A total of 37 persons,

i ncluding 18 police officers, had been killed.

42. In that connection he condenmed the racket run by the Arny for the
Li beration of Kosovo, victimzing Al banian refugees in Sweden, Denmark and
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Switzerland in order to procure weapons. The investigations carried out in
connection with the proceedi ngs brought between 1993 and 1997 agai nst
perpetrators of terrorist acts revealed that sonme of them had received
mlitary training in other countries fromwhich they had brought back weapons.
Bet ween 1996 and August 1997 74 persons suspected of terrorist activities had
been charged with crim nal offences in Kosovo and Metohija. For the npbst part
they belonged to illegal organizations that were directly responsible for
terrorist acts against police stations, health centres, etc., which indicated
that they were already preparing far-flung terrorist operations.

43. As for the “innocent victinms” of the recent confrontations, they had in
fact been victins of the terrorists who had wanted to use wonen and chil dren
as human shields by preventing themfromleaving sensitive areas despite

of ficial warnings.

44. In reply to the question on what was being done to establish the truth,
he expl ai ned that the CGovernnent was endeavouring to do so in cooperation with
the International Conmittee of the Red Cross, with which it was in pernmanent
cont act .

45. The question of bogus asylum seekers had caught the attention of severa
menbers of the Cormittee. He was well aware of the situation in general and
particularly in Kosovo and Metohija, where he and his entire famly lived.
Citizens of Al banian origin did not |eave Kosovo for political reasons but
either to escape justice or for econom c reasons. The situation in that
respect had deteriorated considerably throughout the territory of Yugosl avia.
Mor eover, many asylum seekers were undocunmented and were likely to return to
Kosovo wi t hout ever having been citizens of the former Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia
had signed bilateral agreenents with the countries regarded as the nost
desirabl e by asylum seekers, such as Austria, Germany and Switzerland. The
two latter countries had stated their intention of returning such persons to
Yugosl avia. He noted in passing that there was a certain anount of
contradiction between that decision and the criticismthat those countries

di rected agai nst Yugosl avia, but enphasized that not only the Specia
Rapporteur on the situation in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Ms. Rehn
but also the German M nister of the Interior had confirned that persons who
had been repatriated were once again |l eading a nornmal life.

46. Several experts had requested information on the application of the
Convention in practice. He began by explaining that, during the war,
i ntol erance had been conmon in Yugosl avia since the country had been very

close to the theatre of operations and that it still tainted attitudes in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Nevertheless, cases were sometimes brought
before the courts and sentences handed down. |n Montegnegro, for exanple,

21 persons had been sentenced to one to five years' inprisonment for attacking
Muslinms. Areas near the frontier with Croatia, such as Vojvodi na, which had a
m xed popul ation, were potential centres of tension, but the Governnent of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia had reacted and things were gradually

qui etening down. Croatia on the other hand was on the way to becomn ng
Europe's nost ethnically cleansed State, and one from which the Serbs were
fleeing. It was surprising that international nmedia and organi zati ons had
failed to condemrm that fact.
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47. Incitenent to religious or racial hatred was duly prosecuted; one person
had been sentenced and a certain ampunt of stability had been restored in
Yugosl avia in 1996-1997

48. In reply to the question concerning the registration of politica
parties or organizations, he said that applications were in some cases
rejected, but only after the programmes and activities of the bodies and
parti es concerned had been exam ned.

49. He was rather disconcerted by the question about real property. He
expl ai ned that real estate transactions were regulated by the Serb Mnistry of
Fi nance and did not involve considerations of nationality. However, it was
true that the Mnistry tried to prevent the inhabitants of Serbia and

Mont enegro fromselling their houses on a nassive scale since the Al banians,
who were already major property owners in the region, were potentially mass
buyers.

50. Since the question of the protection of the human rights of nationa
mnorities had already been dealt with in the oral presentation the previous
day, he would sinply recall that, apart froma Conpl aints Commi ssion, there
was a National Mnorities Commi ssion in the Federal Assenbly. In 1996, that
Commi ssi on had received 1,400 conplaints, of which 900 were new and concer ned
real estate, legal matters or the attitude of judicial bodies or State
officials. There was also a commission of that type in Serbia and in

Mont egnegro. Furthernore, a human rights unit in the Mnistry of Justice was
responsi bl e for exani ning conplaints | odged by individuals.

51. Ms. SAVOVI C expl ained that, under the Constitution, every individual
had the right to declare whether or not he was a menber of this or that
nationality. The reply to the question concerning persons called Yugosl avs
was that over 1 mllion citizens of the former Yugoslavia had preferred to
decl are thensel ves Yugosl avs rather than Serbs, Mislins of Bosnia and

Hert zegovi na or born of mxed marriages. At the present tine, alnost 350, 000
persons in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia preferred to declare thensel ves
Muslimcitizens of the country called Yugoslavia. Details of the structure of
the popul ati on were presented in paragraph 8 of the report, to which should be
added the Turkish mnority totalling 11, 500.

52. Replying to the question about the presence of such a |arge nunber of
Muslinms in Yugoslavia, she explained that, historically, it dated only to the
end of the nineteenth century and beginning of the twentieth century, nanely,
a period during which there had been a mass flight of refugees to the then

Ki ngdom of Serbia, and that that population of “Miuslimnationality” was
essentially of Serbian origin and, to a | esser extent, of Al banian and TurKki sh
origin. She pointed out in passing that the word Sandzak did not designate a
territorial unit of the Serb Republic but a fornmer adm nistrative district of
the Qttoman Enpire.

53. On the subject of the Romani an and Wallachian mnority, she expl ained
that there were over 40,000 Ronmani ans and close to 18,000 Wall achians. The
Romani ans tended to be concentrated in Vojvodina and the Wallachians in two or
t hree communes near the Danube. The latter, who had been living in the

Bal kans since the m ddl e ages - whereas present-day Serbia had emerged only in
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the nineteenth century - spoke a | anguage containing Latin, Roman, Romani an
and Slavic elenents. They had their own culture and traditions but were
Orthodox. The question of whether they constituted a national mnority or an
et hnic group had not yet been settled, although a Wall achi an and Ronani an
movenment was clainmng national minority status. The need for the
establ i shnent of schools specifically for Wallachian children had not yet

ari sen although children of Ronmani an nother tongue could receive education in
t heir own | anguage.

54. Al nost 27,000 inhabitants had stated that they bel onged to the Bulgarian
mnority, and therefore accounted for 0.2 per cent of the Yugoslav popul ation
They were grouped in three |arge nunicipalities where Bul garian was used side
by side with Serbian in the adm nistration as well as between individuals, for
the nanmes of streets, geographical nanes, the nanmes of enterprises, etc. The
system of education was bilingual and 93 per cent of the staff was Bul garian
cl asses were al so given in Bulgarian when a request was made by at |east 15
students, the authorization of the Mnistry of Education being required in
respect of classes of |less than 15 students. Sone 200 Bul gari an students
attended universities.

55. As regards cultural matters, she said that radi o programes in Bul garian
wer e broadcast for 15 minutes on working days and for 30 m nutes on Sundays.
Tel evi si on programes were al so broadcast for the Bulgarian mnority by the
nati onal television station; 14,000 books were sold by bookshops and the

Bul garian mnority had its own cultural events and theatre and theatrica
conpanies. It also had its own political organizations, nost of which were
menbers of the Socialist Party of Serbia.

56. The Committee had expressed concern about an inspector who had been

di sm ssed but she explained that his dismssal had been notivated not by his
nati onal origin but the fact that he was inconpetent and had been recruited on
a short-termcontract.

57. The Turkish minority, which was concentrated mainly around Kosovo and
Met ohi j a, consisted of 11,500 persons; 2,000 children were being provided with
an elenmentary and secondary education in Turkish by teachers of Turkish
nationality. The Turkish minority also had libraries, newspapers and reviews,
organi zed its own artistic and cultural events, and received radio and
tel evi si on broadcasts in Turkish. Turks occupied positions of responsibility
in the social services and the judiciary. There were 23 nosques in the town
of Prizren of which 7 were protected by the State as historical nmonunents.

58. It could only be estimted how nany Rorma lived in Yugoslavia; the figure
was said to be about 113,000. According to their own accounts, their
situation was one of the best in Europe. Elenentary education in Roma was not
yet wi despread because the | anguage still lacked literary structure. But
apart fromthat the Roma had at their disposal everything that was necessary
to preserve their identity, nanmely their own associations and parties,

several magazi nes and radio and tel evision progranmes. In 1997 the first
religious services in Roma had been cel ebrated and, at the university of

Novi Sad, for exanple, five or six budget itenms were reserved for students of
t he Ronma nati on.
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59. Reverting to an incident which had aroused consi derable feeling, nanely,
the arrest of a Roma minor and the burning of his community's shacks by the

| ocal popul ation, she explained that the youth had, together with seven
acconplices, raped a young girl in an extrenely brutal manner, and that the
reaction of the local inhabitants had reflected their indignation. The youth
had been tried in accordance with the |aw

60. There were 119,000 Croatians in Yugoslavia, accounting for 0.7 per cent
of the popul ation, and 74,000 in Vojvodina. Referring to the allegation that
20,000 Croatians had been driven out of Yugoslavia and were unable to return
she expl ained that not a single citizen had been expelled. Those who had |eft
the country during the war had done so of their own free will. In nost cases,
the Croatians who had | eft Yugosl avia had been able to exchange their housing
in Vojvodina for that - often of nmuch greater value - of Serbs in Croatia, as
was confirmed by Vojvodina's archives. She recalled that 350,000 Serbs had
been driven out of Croatia.

61. Croatian was the official |anguage in Subotica, together with Serbian
and Hungarian. Radio and television broadcasts were in Croatian. A Croatian
political organization, nanely, the Denocratic Council of Vojvodina Croatians
participated in |local elections and was represented in bodies of the

Aut ononous Provi nce of Vojvodina. Two nmenbers of the organization had been

el ected to Subotica's Administrative Council. One nenber of the Government of
the Province of Vojvodina was a Croatian. There are also various Croatian
bodi es, enterprises and cultural centres, particularly in Sombor. The
Denocratic Council of Vojvodina Croatians circul ated a bi weekly newspaper
which was listed in the Oficial Register of Publications.

62. The various bodies of the Government of Vojvodina enployed 165 Croatian
civil servants. She assured the Cormittee that the authorities had not

recei ved any conpl ai nts concerning children who were unable to attend schoo
because of their Croatian origin and that nobody - Croatian or other - had
ever been driven fromtheir home because of their origin.

63. Hungari an was taught at 83 primary schools in Vojvodina s 29 comrunes.
There was an average of 23.5 students per class. During the current schoo
year, a total of 27,584 Hungarian students were enrolled and over 79 per cent
were taught in Hungarian. The 5,707 Hungarian students who studied in
Serbian could al so study the Hungarian | anguage and culture two hours per
week. Education was al so provided in Slovak, Romani an and Rut heni an

Ei ghty per cent of students opted for instruction in their nmother tongue.
Lastly, in the Republic of Serbia, 10,292 prinmary school students were taught
i n Al bani an; the corresponding figure for secondary school students was 1,561
Teaching in Al banian was being devel oped in various regions of the Republic
ot her than Kosovo and Metohij a.

64. An agreenent had been concluded in 1996 between the President of Serbia
and the representative of the Al banian mnority concerning the return of
students of Al banian origin to schools in the Serb Republic. A joint group
consi sting of Serbs and Al bani ans, had been set up to inplenent the agreenent
but owing to the negative attitude of the Al banian representatives, no
under st andi ng had been possible since the latter refused to accept a uniform
school programme and failed to propose a specific programme. They wanted the
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di pl onas issued to bear the enmblem of the “Republic of Kosovo”, which was
forbi dden. Despite the hostile attitude of the Al banian representatives on
the joint group, the State had ensured that public school buildings were used
at 90 of their capacity for instruction in Al banian so that the children of
Kosovo and Metohija would not have to study with private individuals and coul d
enjoy the sanme conditions as children throughout Yugosl avi a.

65. On the subject of health, she said that the birth rate in Kosovo and

Met ohi ja was the highest in Europe and that the Al banian mnority did not want
their children vaccinated. Nevertheless, as a result of a State canpaign in
1997, 97 per cent of children had been vacci nated agai nst polio and neasl es,
and both di seases had thus been eradicated.

66. The State had taken steps to pronmpte human rights teaching in the

el ementary and secondary schools. Moreover, information was provided about

i nternational human rights instruments and NGOs organi zed public discussions
and synposia on the subject. Furthernore, all the agreements ratified by
Yugosl avi a had been translated into the |anguages of its national mnorities.
A conmittee had been established to organize the commenoration of the fiftieth
anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in particular to
make young persons aware of human rights. Lastly, the International Day for
the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation would be celebrated on 21 March

67. M. DJORDJEVI C (Yugosl avia) considered that sone of the questions put
were al nost of a political nature and was not sure that they fell within the
Conmittee's mandate. M. van Boven, for instance, had raised the question of
cooperation between the Yugoslav CGovernnment and the International Crimnal
Tribunal. He enphasized that Yugosl avia was cooperating with the Tribunal

and that its representative in Belgrade had access to archives and al

rel evant information. Moreover, Yugoslavia had, at the Tribunal's request,
hel ped to turn over to The Hague a person who was not of Yugoslav nationality,
and he pointed out that the Yugoslav Constitution prohibited handi ng over

nati onal s, as indeed did nost of the constitutions of other States. He
recal l ed that the Prosecutor of the International Crimnal Tribunal had

vi sited Bel grade several tines and considered that Yugoslavia would be able to
i nprove the situation considerably in that respect.

68. On the subject of the Contact G oup, the Governnent regarded it as a
political body without a mandate to exam ne the question of Kosovo. However,
Yugosl avi a was prepared to cooperate with other bodies.

69. In reply to M. Shahi, he enphasized that the provisions of
international law did not provide for the self-determ nation of nationa
mnorities but only that of peoples. The ethnic Al banians living in Kosovo
constituted a national mnority.

70. Ms. NIKOLIC (Yugoslavia), replying to M. van Bovan, said that she did
not dism ss the possibility that torture or ill-treatnment had taken place in
Kosovo. The Governnent condemned such practices. The conpetent bodies and
courts had | aunched investigations into the matter and Yugosl avia had provi ded
the Conmittee against Torture with statistics concerning the sentencing of

of ficials responsible for enforcing the law. 108 had been sentenced for
making illegal arrests, 23 for extorting confessions and 234 for abusing their
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powers. The police was al so subject to internal control. In 1993-1995, the
Mnistry of the Interior had instituted crimnal proceedi ngs agai nst 12 police
of ficers and, in Montenegro, 25 police officers had been dism ssed for gross
negl i gence.

71. She drew attention to the very general nature of the allegations
contained in the reports of Ms. Rehn, Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts on the human rights situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia
and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and of the representative of the
Centre for Human Rights in Belgrade. The Governnment had subsequently received
a letter fromM. Rodley, Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
on the question of torture, which nentioned only two or three cases. The
Governnment's reply to that letter had not been included in M. Rodley's
report. Lastly, she pointed out that Yugoslavia recognized that the Conmttee
agai nst Torture was conpetent to receive individual conmplaints. No conplaint
had been recorded so far

72. M. GARVALQV said that, since there were 11,500 ethnic Turks and

26,902 ethnic Bul garians in Yugosl avia, he had been surprised in reading

par agraphs 88, 97 and 100 of the fourteenth periodic report of Yugoslavia,
that in general fewer facilities were available for Bulgarians than for other
mnorities, and in particular the Turkish minority. Steps should be taken to
i nprove the situation of the Bulgarian mnority, and he hoped that nore anple
i nformati on on the subject would be included in the next periodic report.

73. The CHAI RMAN proposed that consideration of the report of Yugoslavia
shoul d be concluded at the follow ng neeting.

74. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




