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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

El eventh to fourteenth periodic reports of the Philippines (continued)
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 12; HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 37)

1. At the invitation of the Chairnman, the Philippine del egation resunmed its
place at the Committee table.

2. Ms. BAUTI STA (Philippines), replying to the issues raised at the

previ ous neeting, said that the report (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add.12) reiterated the
enuneration of laws contained in the previous report out of a concern to
expl ai n what was being done to inplenent the Convention. The Governnent
woul d, however, follow the Conmttee’s wishes in that regard. The annexes
contained a list of various progranmes undertaken to inplenment the Convention
foll owi ng an assessnent of the needs of the indigenous cultural comunities
(ICCs). Regarding the validity of Presidential Decree No. 1350-A, which had
been passed during the Marcos regine, under nmartial |aw, the President had
both | egislative and executive powers; presidential decrees were simlar to
statutes, had force of |law and coul d not be repeal ed by executive order al one.
The Supreme Court had ruled that if such decrees were not inconsistent with
the Constitution and subsequent |aws, they renmmined in force even after the
lifting of martial |aw. The decree did not appear in the Revised Penal Code
because it took sone tine to conpile crimnal statutes, but would eventually
be i ncl uded.

3. As to the possible discrimnation of the | abour | aws agai nst indi genous
cultural mnorities, Philippine laws applied to all citizens even where there
was no specific legislation to protect them because of the principle of
equality of all before the law. The absence of specific |egislation did not
mean the | abour laws did not apply to those minorities. Existing disparities
within the 1CCs did not per se constitute discrimnation; if such disparities
exi sted, they did so in other conmunities as well

4, Bills were not |aws, but some had been nentioned because the Executive

i ntended to push them through Congress; the President had urged their passage
by Novenber 1997. Sone of the bills referred to in the report would be
consolidated into a nore extensive bill on indigenous peoples. As to delays
in Congress in acting on pending bills, Congress represented and was el ected
by the people, and had its own procedures for enactnment and concerns; the
Executive could only do so nmuch. [If the fact that |egislation was not passed
meant that the country was in violation of its treaty obligations, it was then
for the Governnent either to withdraw fromthe treaty or to inform Congress of
the violation, but it was for Congress to take the decision

5. Regardi ng the distinction between the Onbudsman and the Phili ppine

Commi ssion on Human Rights, the latter had investigative powers but was not a
judicial entity and therefore could not pass judgenent nor issue pena
sanctions. That did not, however, weaken its role as a pronoter and protector
of human rights; the results of its investigations becane the basis for filing
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court action, and sone of its findings had been affirnmed in the courts,
t her eby becom ng inplenentable. It also had regional offices and a branch for
| ooking into human rights violations.

6. The Country Rapporteur had remarked on the |ack of confidence in the
judicial systemreferred to in certain reports. The question was being
debated in the Philippines as well. Criticismof the systemdid exist, and

there were sone | apses and del ays on the part of the judiciary, but by and

| arge the system defended people’s rights, and the very fact that numerous
cases were being filed suggested confidence in the courts, so perhaps the

al  egati ons were unwarranted. That did not nean, however, that there was no
room for inprovenment; the Chief Justice was |ooking into the allegations and
an attenpt was being made to streanline the system

7. Regardi ng the need for enabling laws to inplenment the Constitution, the
1987 Constitution reiterated the provisions of earlier Constitutions,
specifically on |l aws enacted prior to 1987, such as Presidential Decree

No. 1350-A. The nention of indigenous people in the 1987 text was new but
woul d not require new inplenenting |egislation, as such |egislation pre-dated
the new Constitution. While enabling | aws were generally needed to inpl ement
the Constitution, if the provision itself was clear there was no need for

i mpl enenting |egislation, in accordance with the nost recent decision of the
Suprenme Court.

8. The five-menber Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts conprised two forner judges,
a menber fromthe Muslimregion, the former head of an NGO and a jurist. The
Phi | i ppi nes had anbassadors of Muslimorigin in Baghdad, Cairo, Lagos,

Bahrain, Oman, Riyadh, Tehran and Tripoli. The core of career officers in the
Phi | i ppi ne Foreign Service were representative of the various cultura
comunities, from dom nant Tagal ogs to Miuslins and indi genous peoples.

Wher eas anyone coul d be appoi nted anbassador, career officers had to pass the
nost rigorous series of exans in the country.

9. Most cases of forced or involuntary di sappearances had occurred under
the Marcos reginme, and although it was difficult to locate the individuals,
the Governnent continued to try; 122 cases had been cleared, and the nunber of
di sappearances had declined drastically, from 145 in 1984 to 5 in 1994, 2 in
1995 and only 1 in 1996. Current cases of disappearance were not due to
raci al discrimnation.

10. In reply to a suggestion that no violations of the Convention had been
reported because of a lack of publicity, she said the Philippines Comm ssion
on Human Rights was the recipient of an award fromthe United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO in the field of
human rights education; the country had various progranmes under way wth
United Nations agencies on the pronotion and protection of human rights.
There were sonme 36,000 NGOs in the Philippines, which drew the Government’s
attention to its | apses and which the Governnent viewed as its partners in
exam ni ng cases of human rights violations. The Philippines was very open and
transparent on such natters, as evidenced in the national press. It was
ironic that the nost open countries were the ones agai nst which cases were
brought before the Conmittee. One such case, to which M. Wl frum had
referred, had been subnmitted to Manila for a reply.



CERD/ C/ SR. 1219
page 4

11. On the ancestral |ands issue, the Governnent had i ssued severa
certificates of clains while awaiting enactnment of the relevant statute, after
which the certificates would becone certificates of ownership and it would
generally be easier for the ICCs to hold title to the |lands they clainmed. As
at July 1997, 1.2 mllion hectares of |and had been issued to them and the
Department of Environnent and Natural Resources (DENR) intended to issue

3 mllion hectares by the end of 1998. The total |and area of ancestra
domai ns woul d approximate 3 to 5 million hectares, of the 30 miIlion tota
hectares in the Philippine archipel ago.

12. The Government was cogni zant of the fact that central to the devel opnent
and pronotion of the 1CCs was the recognition and protection of their rights
to their ancestral donmains. The Social Reform Agenda flagship master plan
operation sought to put an end to their age-old econonic nmarginalization

soci o-cul tural displacenent and political disenfranchisenment through the
pursuit of well-defined objectives, including the passage of the Ancestra
Domain Law. Those I CCs to which certificates had been issued qualified for
DENR support in the preparation of the ancestral domai n managenment plan, which
was their own unique blueprint for devel oping those donains. A working group
conmposed of comrunity | eaders fornulated each community’s master plan and
presented its results to the community for approval, together with an
apprai sal of existing resources including conmunity mappi hg and an assessnent
of requisite community |and uses. The approved plan was then submtted to

i nterested fundi ng agencies. Once funding was secured, the plan was

consi dered ready for inplenentation; there were now 12 such pl ans.

13. Under the plans, traditional resource rights were recogni zed. No DENR
permit was required. |If livelihood activity involved beeswax, vines,
rattan-gathering or hunting, there was no need for a transportation permt.
The plan could be used by the community as an investnment package for
participation by foreign and | ocal funding agencies. It recognized the
confidentiality of information on resources. Pending passage of the Ancestra
Domai n Law, the DENR had al so spearheaded the forrmul ati on of the draft

nati onal plan for indigenous people, in collaboration with the Ofices for
Northern and Southern Cultural Communities, the I CCs and people’s

organi zations. Project docunents were expected to be conpleted by

Cctober 1997, and the project would be funded by international agencies and
mul tilateral and bilateral funding sources. Target inplenmentation date for
the plan was January 1998.

14. The Governnent’s policy concerning the major devel opment projects was to
engage in dialogue with the tribal groups that m ght be affected and to try to
conpensate them for any displacenent required.

15. Wth reference to the apparent sharp rise in the Mislim popul ation from
2.7 mllion in 1990 to 6.6 mllion in 1992, the latter figure came fromthe

O fice of MuslimAffairs, which believed sonme tribes m ght have been

overl ooked in the National Census Ofice's 1990 census. According to
estimates from both sources, there were some 4 mllion nenbers of mnority
comunities in the northern part of the islands and some 8 nillion in the
southern part, including Muslins, bringing the official estimate to

12 mllion, or 18 per cent of the Philippine popul ation
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16. The Governnent endeavoured to pronote equality at different |evels of
devel opnent, by paying special attention to particular groups. Inequality did

exi st, which was why there was a policy to inprove the situation of all people
in the Philippines - not just the cultural mnorities, but also other groups,
such as the poor and wonen. The poverty alleviation project included
everyone, but paid special attention to the 1CCs. Special attention did not
result in separate treatnment for the |1 CCs, except when exceptions could
validly be nade under the law, nor did the idea of separate treatnent
constitute reverse discrimnation

17. As to the statutory nature of the Tripoli Agreement, the Agreenent
itself made provision for the coverage of the Muslim provinces, but a
subsequent |aw had allowed for a plebiscite in the region, and sone peopl e had
not opted to be part of the Autononobus Region. The Government did honour the
Agreenent, in substance, but also had the obligation to give people choices.
Anot her plebiscite would therefore be held to allow those wishing to join the
Musl i m Aut ononpbus Region in M ndanao to indicate their choice.

18. There was no contradiction between the statement that there was no
discrimnation in the Philippines based on race, colour or ethnic origin and
the definition of the 1CCs as conprising people who had descended from
popul ati ons whi ch had inhabited the country at the time of the conquest. The
former statement had first been used in the tenth periodic report, in relation
to the type of discrimnation fornerly existing in South Africa. Al

Filipinos canme fromthe sane racial stock or had been assinilated into the
Filipino nation. The fact that there was no discrimnati on based on race or
origin did not, however, nean that there were no di sadvantaged or marginalized
groups in the country. There were, but it was not because of their ethnicity.
In a spirit of transparency, the Governnent had admitted to past negl ect,
accepted that insufficient attention had been paid to those groups and was
doi ng everything possible, not to force their assimlation, but to help them
in their developnment and in maintaining their cultural integrity.

19. The Convention referred to conscious acts of discrimnation, but the
Gover nment had not consciously committed any such acts. No conplaints had
been filed of violations of the Convention or of discrimnation based on
origins or nenbership in a particular group, but there were conplaints of
human rights violations resulting fromsuch actions as squatti ng.

20. If the Committee interpreted the Convention as a part of the nonitoring
process, it must do so within certain limts, but the States parties nust be

i nformed of what they were agreeing to. They also had the right to agree or

not with the Conmttee s interpretation. Mre personal contact and dial ogue

between the States parties and the Committee woul d be hel pful

21. M. ADAMAT said that the fact that the novenent for self-governance was
gai ni ng ground and spear headed by educated indi genous people and Muslins

i ndi cated that the indigenous cultural comunities (1CCs) were willing and
able to govern thensel ves.

22. He confirnmed that the Philippi ne Governnment had inplenmented the
Tripoli Agreenent. Under the Aquino Covernnent the Autononous Region in
Musl i m M ndanao (ARMM) had been created through Republic Act 6734, and put to
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a first plebiscite. He lanmented the fact that only four provinces had opted
to join the ARMM and said many Muslinms were dissatisfied at the Governnent’s
attenpt to inplenent the Tripoli Agreement because of the largely negative
response of the people. There had been a breakthrough under the

Ranmpbs administration, with the signing of a final Peace Agreenent between

the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the Governnent in Septenber 1996
and subsequent creation of the Southern Philippines Council for Peace and
Devel opnent (SPCPD) and the Special Zone of Peace and Devel oprment (SZOPAD),

whi ch enbraced all the provinces targeted in the Tripoli Agreement. Since
then, an Executive Council and a Consultative Assenbly chaired by the Governor
of the ARMM had been instituted. O the 81 nenbers of the Consultative
Assenbly, who had been appointed by the President, eight were nenbers of

i ndi genous communities. The government central planning agency and the other
gover nment agenci es concerned, along with the SPCPD and | CC officials, had
been finalizing a conprehensive package of devel opnent programres for the
SPCPD ahead of a plebiscite in 1998 through which the people could opt to join
t he Aut ononbus Regi on covering the 14 provinces.

23. The O fice of MuslimAffairs, in coordination with other agencies, was
engaged in peace and conciliation dialogue with secessionist groups and taking
steps to ensure rebel returnees would be constructively involved in their
conmunities. Negotiations between the Government and the MNLF were expected
to prosper and usher in peace in the Miuslimcomunities in M ndanao.

24, Ms. BAUTI STA said that she had referred queries on her Government’s
position on article 14 to her capital. It was her view that her Governnent’s
study of the question would have to include reflection on the Committee's
interpretation of its nonitoring role. The Philippines wanted to avoid
failing to fulfil obligations it was unaware exi sted under the Convention
Unfortunately, the rulings of the Comrittee had not al ways been wel |
publicized but the Conmittee could rest assured that the Philippines would
continue to rely on the experienced gui dance of the Cormittee and remai n open
to its suggestions.

25. The CHAI RMAN assured Ms. Bautista of the Conmittee’ s attentiveness to
the question of interpretation and its appreciation of her remarks as cause
for further reflection and not dispute with the Cormittee. The Convention was
first and forenost between States parties and article 22 provided for
settlenent by the International Court of Justice of disputes regarding
interpretation or application involving two or nore States parties. The
Comm ttee was acutely aware of its role vis-a-vis States parties on al
matters of interpretation. It had been recognized in | egal opinion that the
Committee should apply only linmted interpretati on when considering

States' parties reports in order to nake allowance for application to the
particul ar set of circunstances in a given State. Thus far, the Comrittee’s
interpretati on had been sunmarized in its general recomendations.

26. In response to Ms. Bautista's reference to conscious acts of

di scrimnation, he recalled that the Convention also referred to | aws or
practices which had the effect of creating or perpetuating discrimmnation - a
principle to which the Cormittee drew attention in General Reconmmendation XV
and which al so guided its consideration of situations in States parties.



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1219
page 7

27. M. SHERIFIS requested clarification of the inplications of

Ms. Bautista' s statenment that Filipinos were guaranteed the right to choose
whet her they wished to remain in autonomous regions. Did it nean that al
Filipinos enjoyed the right to settle anywhere they w shed, to own property
and to freedom of novenent?

28. He noted that the Philippine Government was considering its position on
the question on individual petitions under article 14 of the Convention but
the Committee would be grateful if it would convey its acceptance of the
anmendnents to article 8, paragraph 6, soon, since only 34 States had done so
thus far.

29. M. ABOUL- NASR agreed wholly with the Chairman’s statenent on
interpretation and Ms. Bautista s comrents pronpting the statement. Touching
on the reference to Muslinms in the report, he recalled that the Convention did
not deal with religion - it dealt with racial discrimnation. Wile he did
not object on practical grounds to Muslins being subsumed under an ethnic
group in the report, it was incorrect and confusing to refer to religious
groups. A simlar practice in eastern Europe had led to a blurring of the
lines between religion, ethnicity and race. The religion of the ethnic group
di scussed in the report was nere coincidence.

30. M. van BOVEN said that the issue of Filipino wonen working as au pairs,
domestic workers and entertainers in Asia, Europe and the Gulf States, had
been raised. Although they were no | onger under the jurisdiction of the
Philippine State, they should still be a matter of concern to the Philippine
Gover nment because they were sonetines victinms of abuse and not afforded
protection under |abour |aws because of the private arrangenments they had
entered into. Although they were often victinms of nmultiple forns of

di scrimnation, the Philippine State had a responsibility under the Convention
towards such wonen as their nationals and he asked what was being done to
protect them Although articles 11 to 13 provided for a very conplicated

bil ateral procedure, it should be seen as not only a political but also a
humani tarian i ssue. The Philippines m ght consider using the mechani snms

af forded by the Convention to express their concern on humanitarian grounds
and avoid dealing with such matters politically. A prelimnary response from
t he Philippine Governnment woul d be appreci ated.

31. M. de GOUTTES endorsed the Chairman's statenent on interpretation. He
drew attention to the significant role played by the Philippines Conm ssion on
Human Rights in an international nmeeting of national human rights commi ssions
held two years previously in Manila and asked whether it had been involved in
the preparation of periodic reports to the Conmittee and other treaty bodies.

32. M. WOLFRUM expressed satisfaction with the responses given to the

two i ssues he had raised and hoped they would be resolved by the tinme the next
report was submitted. He endorsed the Chairman’s remarks on interpretation
but begged to differ with M. Aboul-Nasr’s opinion on religion. Religion was
intentionally not covered in the Convention but it could sonetinmes play a part
in establishing the identity of a conmunity.

33. On the proposal to hold regional neetings during which reports from
States in the regi on woul d be considered, he thought perhaps it would not be
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possi bl e without the States parties’ consent. He asked Ms. Bautista whet her
she thought it would be worthwhile to discuss the proposal at the next neeting
of States parties.

34. M. ABOUL-NASR recalled that the decision to exclude religion fromthe
Convention had been pronmpted by the intention to deal with religion in a
separate convention

35. Article 14 was an optional clause and States should feel free to make
t he decl aration or decline to do so and not feel that their regard for the
Convention would be evaluated on the basis of their decision

36. M. DIACONU agreed with Ms. Bautista that States parties were the first
called upon to interpret the Convention and they, like the Cormittee, were
entitled to express their opinion, which often differed fromthat of the
Committee. Nonethel ess, although the Philippine Governnent was satisfied that
it practised no deliberate policy of discrimnation, it should still bear in
m nd that the Convention also proscribed any distinction that was
discrimnatory in effect, be it the result of deliberate policies or not and
should review its inplementation of the Convention in that |ight.

37. A copy of Presidential Decree No. 1350-A of 1978, referred to by the
head of del egation, would be of interest to the Conmttee so that it could
determ ne whether it conplied with the terns of article 4.

38. He pointed out that the reference to Muslins by the Committee was
unavoi dabl e and commended the State party's efforts to inplenment the
Convention and build a denpcratic society.

39. M. YUTZIS said that M. Diaconu had highlighted the historical w sdom
of the Convention and the way in which it reflected the relationship between
the objective and subjective elements of an act of discrimnation, and he
fully endorsed his views.

40. Rel i gion, as the etynology of the word showed, was a |ink between a
group of people based on synbols and rites that identified themas a group
and it brought together people of different backgrounds, ethnic groups and
races. The relationship between the ethnic group and its symbols came within
t he purview of the Convention, as indicated by M. Wl frumand M. van Boven.
Frequently, however, as in the case of the forner Yugoslavia, ethnic and
religious el enents were juxtaposed and the demarcati ons were uncl ear

41. Ms. BAUTI STA (Philippines) replying to the additional questions, said
that there were no restrictions on the free novenent of the indi genous
comunities. They were provided with settlements where they had nowhere to
stay but the nomadic comunities in particular did not always wi sh to be
confined. As far as the Tripoli Agreenent was concerned, their views were
respected and there were no restrictions within the areas thensel ves.

42. The Committee's views on article 8 would be conveyed to the respective
authorities.
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43. As there were clearly different views within the Cormittee on the manner
and extent to which religion should be covered, the confusion of the

State party in preparing the report was understandable. States parties needed
gui dance by the Comrittee on the type of information it required and on its
interpretation of the Convention. Nevertheless, while nenbers of the
Committee, particularly those who had been present when the Convention had
been drafted, had a right to nmake their own interpretations and to give advice
within the limts of their authority, the State party also had a right to say
whet her or not it agreed with them On the present occasion, the del egation
did not disagree with the Conmttee's interpretation

44, It had also been difficult for the State party to conprehend what act,
whet her conscious or not, mght have the effect of discrimnation in ternms of
di stinction, exclusion, restriction or preference, hence the need for such
acts to be clearly defined. Although the Conmittee made reconmendations to
the Comm ssion on Human Rights in its reports, the latter nerely noted those
recommendati ons. Sonme way shoul d be found of ensuring that any
recommendati ons adopted by the Commttee were adopted in the wi der sense for
t he gui dance of States parties. As one of the officers of the Commi ssion, she
was involved in continuous discussions as to how the system could be refornmed
to make it nore effective, and that aspect nmight usefully be discussed,
together with the suggestion that the Commttee m ght neet outside Geneva.

45. Wth regard to the representation of the Philippine Conm ssion on Human
Rights in the preparation of reports, although that Comi ssion was an

i ndependent body, it was consulted on certain natters and attended neeti ngs,
provi di ng much hel p and gui dance, its nenbers being nore famliar with the
Conventions than Government officials.

46. On the gender issue, far fromhaving a policy of sending its wonen
abroad to work, the Philippine Government would prefer themto remain in the
country, and tried to encourage those abroad to return. The wonen accepted
wor k abroad purely for econom c reasons. There were bilateral agreements with
sonme countries with regard to their enploynment, and the Departnment of Labour
and Enpl oynent continually sought to establish others. Belgiumin particular
had done its best to protect the welfare of Filipino women workers, by
penal i zi ng sex tours, for exanple. There was no way of enforcing recognition
of an individual's rights under the Convention in other countries but serious
violations which cane to |light were foll owed up, and there had recently been
court cases where the nmaltreatnent of wonen had been proved and those
responsi bl e had been fined and inprisoned.

47. The CHAIRMAN, clarifying a comrent nade by the head of the Philippine
del egation, said that the Conmttee's general recommendati ons were addressed
to the State party and not to the Comm ssion on Human Rights. It was
consequently for States parties to react to themif they so w shed.

48. M. GARVALOV (Country Rapporteur) fully supported the Chairman's
interpretati on made on behalf of the Conmmttee. Hi's own comments did not
represent the views of the Conmttee as a whole, although the Commttee woul d
have the task of drafting the concludi ng observations.
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49. He thanked the delegation for its extensive replies, particularly those
on the indigenous cultural comunities (1CCs) and the autonony of M ndanao and
the Cordilleras.

50. The assurance by the head of delegation that it agreed with the
Committee's interpretation of the Convention was reassuring. Commttee
menbers nmight be said to be in an inferior position to the State party in that
they were restricted in their interpretation of the articles and provisions of
the Convention whereas States parties considered they had the right to
interpret the Convention to fit their own particular situation. There were
several articles in the Convention, however, notably articles 2, 4 and 6,

whi ch used the word “shall” and the Committee had i ssued a nunmber of genera
recommendations to the effect that those articles should be considered
mandatory. |In that connection, it had had di sagreenents with a nunmber of

States parties, particularly with regard to article 4.

51. The Committee preferred to receive as detailed and conprehensive a
report as possible. The tenth periodic report had been nmore informative than
the fourteenth.

52. In referring to a |l ack of confidence in the judiciary, he had been
conscious of the situation in his own country where the same probl ens existed.
The del egation could therefore rest assured that the Philippines was not being
singl ed out but was one of many States parties where the judiciary did not

al ways adequately protect and defend the human rights of the individual; the
action taken by the Chief Justice of the Philippines was therefore wel cone.

53. His reference to enabling legislation to inplenent the Constitution had
been taken fromthe tenth periodic report. The conment was clearly stil
valid, judging by the nunber of bills held up in Congress.

54. A nunber of issues had remmi ned unanswered, including the question of

t he di screpancy between the denographic conposition of the Philippines in the
tenth periodic report and in the 1990 popul ati on census, particularly in
relation to the 110 tribes, the 1CCs, the Filipino Muslinms and their ethnic
origins. The Comrittee had raised questions on the Filipino Miuslinms because
they had been nentioned in the fourteenth report and their ethnic origins were
not clear. |In seeking to ascertain whether their ethnic origins were
different fromthe majority of the population, the Conmttee was acting fully
within the framework of the Convention.

55. O her issues which had not been answered were whether the system of
issuing land certificates was successful, given that they were not title
deeds, whether the Constitution specifically prohibited discrimnation based
on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin, whether the

1990 popul ation census had coll ected ethno-linguistic data with respect to the
tri bes and indi genous comunities, whether there was any significance in the
different terns used with respect to the ICCs in the tenth and fourteenth
reports, and whether a honbgeneous society was really the same as people
regarded as indigenous, as stated in paragraph 29 of the fourteenth report.

56. The Philippines had reported in 1989 on the issue of ancestral |ands and
had stated that a bill was pending in Congress; eight years later the issue
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remai ned unresol ved. The head of the Philippine delegation had stated that
the Executive could not push Congress into passing |egislation, yet Congress
did not live in a vacuum and needed to concern itself with the rights of

i ndi vidual s and communities. It was encouragi ng that President Ranpbs was
pressi ng Congress to produce |legislation in the autumm.

57. He remai ned unconvinced that the ethnic diversity of the indigenous
comunities and the MuslimFilipinos did not fall within the conpetence of the
Conmittee or the Convention and considered that nore facts on those matters
were still needed. A reply to his question about the requests by the Lumads
for the revocation of permts secured by conmpani es and individuals to operate
| oggi ng and mining operations, inter alia, within the tribal territories,
woul d al so be useful

58. The State party was urged to cover those outstanding issues in its next
periodi c report.

59. The CHAIRMAN said that the Cormittee saw the encounter with States
parties not as an adversarial one but as part of an ongoi ng di al ogue which it
hoped woul d be useful to the State party in fulfilling its obligations under
the Convention. The commitnent of the Philippines to the objectives and
purposes of the Convention was not in question. The Conmttee's coments
represented the views of people across the international spectrum who had
built up a body of expertise by exam ning reports fromthe many States parties
and maki ng conpari sons between them

60. He thanked the head of the delegation both for her |eadership and for
her expression of interest in the future of the Convention. The Committee
currently needed nore support and interest from States parties, especially as
it was approaching a tinme of decision. |Its nenbers hoped that those decisions
woul d be firmy grounded in an understandi ng of the problens which the
Committee had to address. All too often States parties saw their rel ations
with the Comrittee in bilateral terns and failed to consider the multilatera
di mensi on.

61. The Philippine del egati on w t hdrew.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (conti nued)

Communi cation fromthe Pernmanent Representative of Israel in Geneva

62. M. BRUNI (Acting Secretary) said that the Pernmanent Representative of

I srael had subnmitted a docunent to the Committee that norning, containing
Israel's seventh, eighth and ninth periodic reports for the period 1992-1996.
The Permanent Representative had requested that the Comrittee shoul d postpone
its discussion of the situation in Israel, which had been due to take place on
Monday, 11 August under the overdue reports procedure, until its next session

63. M. van BOVEN (Country Rapporteur) pointed out that the Conmittee had
al so been due to discuss the situation in Israel under its early warning and
urgent procedures. It might still wish to do so, even if it deferred
consideration of the periodic report. It would be valuable to have a
representative of Israel present at the discussion, if possible.
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64. After a discussion in which M. ABOUL-NASR and M. YUTZI S took part,

t he CHAI RMAN suggested that the Comm ttee should contact the Permnent
Representative of Israel to say: (a) that consideration of Israel's |atest
periodic report would be deferred until the next session; (b) that the
Conmittee would still discuss the situation in Israel under its early warning
and urgent procedures on Monday, 11 August as schedul ed; and (c) that the
Committee warmy invited a representative of Israel to be present at that

di scussi on.

65. It was so deci ded.

Canbodi a

66. The CHAIRMAN, recalling the discussion at an earlier neeting, suggested
that the Commttee should send a letter to the Canbodi an Enbassy in Paris, in
which it (a) postponed consideration of the situation in Canbodia until its

next session in view of the difficult political situation in the country;
(b) expressed its concern about the lack of information fromthe Canbodi an
Governnment and invited it to subnit further information; (c) enphasized the
importance it attached to a regular dialogue with States parties.

67. It was so deci ded.

Communi cation fromthe Pernmanent M ssion of Haiti

68. The CHAIRMAN said that the Conmttee had received a comruni cation
dated 1 August 1997 from the Pernmanent M ssion of Haiti in Ceneva, asking for
its consideration of the situation in Haiti to be deferred until the next
sessi on.

69. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ said that Haiti was undergoing a political and
social crisis. In the circunstances, it was understandabl e that the

Gover nment had been unable to submit its periodic report. He suggested that
consi deration of the situation in Haiti should be postponed until the next
sessi on.

70. M. YUTZIS agreed that Haiti was virtually in a state of coll apse and
that the Committee shoul d nake all owances for its plight.

71. M. de GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur) said that, rather than do nothing at
all, the Conmittee m ght discuss the situation in Haiti briefly and make sonme
comments which mght help the Governnent in its subsequent preparation of the
periodi c report.

72. M. GARVALOV pointed out that the Government of Haiti had not prom sed
to submt a report before the next session. |If the situation there was so
serious, the Committee m ght need to consider including Haiti in its urgent
and early warning procedures.

73. M. YUTZIS suggested that M. de Gouttes should prepare a letter to the
Governnment of Haiti, stating the Cormittee's concern about the situation in
the country and its inplications for the issues covered by the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation
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74. M. Garvalov took the Chair.

75. M. AHMADU agreed that consideration of the situation in Haiti should be
postponed. The Committee should reply to the letter sent by the Permanent

M ssion of Haiti, saying that it hoped to receive the overdue periodic reports
soon. He felt that there was a need for an established procedure to deal with
States parties which wote to the Conmittee requesting a postponenent.

76. M. de GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur) suggested that he should briefly
tell the Conmttee of the conclusions he had reached fromhis study of the
situation in Haiti, so that nmenbers' comrents could be incorporated in the
letter to the Governnment of Haiti.

77. M. SHERIFIS and M. van BOVEN agreed with M. de Gouttes' proposal

78. The CHAI RMAN suggested that M. de Gouttes should share his concl usions
about the situation in Haiti with the Commttee and should then prepare a
letter to the Governnment of Haiti along the |ines suggested.

79. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




