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DECI SI ON

The Human Rights Conmmitteeg

Meeting on 4 Novenber 1998,

Acting under the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its Optional Protocol

Referring to the cases of Gl bert Sanuth Kandu-Bo, Khemal ai
I drissa, Tamba Goorie, Alfred Abu Sankoh, Hassan Kari m Conteh, Dani el
Kobi na Ander son, John Amadu Soni ca Conteh, Abu Bakarr Kanmara, Abdul
Karim Sesay, Kula Sanmba, Victor L. King, and JimKelly Jalloh, whose
comruni cati ons were submtted to the Hunan Ri ghts Committee under the
Optional Protocol on 13 and 14 Oct ober 1998,

Recalling that the Commttee’s Special Rapporteur for New
Commruni cati ons requested the Governnment of Sierra Leone on 13 and 14
Cctober 1998, under rule 86 of the Committee’s rules of procedure, to
stay the execution of the above nentioned persons while their
comruni cati on was under consideration by the Comrttee,

Deeply disturbed by the information that Gl bert Sanuth Kandu- Bo
Khermal ai 1drissa, Tanba Gborie, Alfred Abu Sankoh, Hassan Kari m Conteh,
Dani el Kobi na Anderson, John Amadu Soni ca Conteh, Abu Bakarr Kamara,
Abdul Karim Sesay, Kula Sanmba, Victor L. King, and Jim Kelly Jalloh
were executed by firing squad outside Freetown on 19 Cctober 1998,
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Recal ling that on 23 October 1998, an urgent request to provide
clarifications, by 29 October 1998, about the circunstances surrounding
t he executions of the above naned persons, was sent to the State party
both through its Permanent M ssion in New York and the O fice of the
Secretary General’s Special Representative in Freetown,

Noting that no infornmation has been received fromthe State party,

1. Expresses its indignationat the failure of the State party’s
authorities to conply with the Cormittee’ s request for interimnmeasures
of protection pursuant to rule 86 of the Conmttee's rules of
procedure; the attitude displayed by the State party is all the nore
regrettable as it concerned cases involving capital punishnment of which
the Conmttee was properly seized and was conpetent to exam ne, and as
it occurred in the context of the consideration of the first cases
submtted to the Comrittee since the Optional Protocol entered into
force for Sierra Leone on 23 Novenber 1996;

2. Recalls that the State party, upon ratifying the Optional Protocol,
undert ook to cooperate with the Conmm ttee under the procedure, and
enphasi zes that the State party has failed to conply with its
obligations, both under the Optional Protocol and under the Covenant;

3. Deplores the State party’'s failure to nake avail able, as requested
by the Conmittee, specific clarifications of the circunstances
surroundi ng the executions;

4, Decides to continue the consideration of the above nentioned
comruni cati ons under the Optional Protocol;

5. Strongly urges the State party to ensure, by all neans at its

di sposal, that situations simlar to those surrounding the executions
of the above nentioned persons do not recur; in particular, the
Committee urges conpliance with its rule 86 requests in other cases of
a simlar nature of which the Commttee is seized,

6. Urges the State party to present without delay its initial report
under article 40 of the Covenant, which was due on 22 Novenber 1997,
for discussion by the Conmttee at its 65" session in March/ April 1999
and, in any event, to submt by 15 February 1999 a report, in summary
formif necessary, relating in particular to the application at the
present tinme of articles 6, 7 and 14 of the Covenant,

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to bring this decision to the
attention to the Governnent of Sierra Leone.



