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The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m.

Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the
Convention (continued)

Combined second and third periodic reports of Oman (CEDAW/C/OMN/2-3;
CEDAW/C/OMN/Q/2-3 and CEDAW/C/OMN/Q/2-3/Add.1)

1. At the invitation of the Chair, the delegation of Oman took places at the Committee
table.

2. Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman), introducing the combined second and third periodic
reports of Oman (CEDAW/C/OMN/2-3), said that his Government was strongly committed
to the empowerment of women. In the framework of his country’s second universal
periodic review in 2015, 44 of the 168 recommendations accepted by Oman had related to
the rights of women in the public and private spheres. The Committee’s concluding
observations on the initial report of Oman had been disseminated to all government
agencies, judicial authorities and relevant ministries. Since the examination of that report,
Oman had withdrawn its reservation to article 15 (4) of the Convention, on freedom of
movement.

3. Oman had achieved gender equality in primary and secondary education. The
number of women graduating from higher education had increased by 93 per cent between
2012 and 2016. Progress had also been made in the health sector, where 61 per cent of
newly qualified doctors in 2016 had been women. The number of women attending prenatal
clinics had increased by more than 16 per cent between 2012 and 2016 and the maternal
mortality rate had dropped from 17.8 to 13.4 per 100,000 live births during the same
period.

4. In the political sphere, the Ministry of Social Development had run a training course
for female candidates that had led to the success of seven women in the 2016 municipal
council elections. The Government intended to increase the participation of women in
future sessions of electoral boards.

5. Oman recognized that the advancement of women’s rights began with their
economic participation. Efforts were being made to create new employment opportunities
for women in the tourism and private education sectors and to increase the number of
training programmes available to girls. Between 2013 and 2016, women’s representation
had risen from 44 per cent to 47 per cent in the civil service and had reached 24 per cent in
the private sector.

6. In 2017, 62 civil society organizations were working in the area of women’s rights.
Between 2011 and 2016, the authorities had invested 500,000 Omani rials (RO) in the
construction of buildings to be used by those organizations.

7. Within the Ministry of Social Development, the department responsible for family
protection dealt with reports of cases of human trafficking and domestic violence.
Complaints could be made via a free telephone hotline.

8. The Ministry of Health was making efforts to raise awareness of harmful traditional
practices, including female genital mutilation, that were prohibited under article 20 of the
Child Act.

9. With regard to nationality, the children of Omani women married to foreigners were
exempt from the requirement to obtain Omani citizenship prior to enrolling in higher
education. They were also entitled to travel abroad for medical treatment.

Articles 1 to 6

10. Ms. Haidar said that she welcomed the numerous advances the State party had
made in the area of women’s rights, notably the lifting of its reservation to article 15 (4) of
the Convention. She was, however, concerned that discriminatory provisions remained in
place, including in the Personal Status Act. She would be interested to learn whether the
Government planned to adopt general legislation to guarantee equality for women and to
eliminate all forms of direct and indirect discrimination against them.
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11. It would be helpful to receive information on any special mechanisms that were in
place to receive and address complaints of violence and discrimination against women. She
would be grateful for details of any cases that had been brought before the courts in that
connection.

12.  With regard to the State party’s reservations to the provisions of the Convention that
were not in accordance with the provisions of Islamic sharia law, she drew attention to the
progressive approach that had been taken to legislation on personal status in other States
parties that were bound by sharia law.

13. It would be useful to have an account of how the authorities were raising awareness
of the importance of eliminating so-called honour Killings.

14.  She would welcome the delegation’s comments on the steps being taken to ensure
that the National Human Rights Commission respected the entirety of the principles
relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human
rights (the Paris Principles) with a view to its being upgraded from category B to category
A status.

15.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that it was important to remember that sharia law
formed the basis of all legislation in Oman. The authorities had no plans to re-examine the
laws on marriage and inheritance. Although dual nationality was prohibited, any child born
on Omani territory was now automatically entitled to Omani nationality. The other
restrictions that were in place regarding the passing of nationality did not run counter to
those provisions of the Convention that had been incorporated into domestic legislation.
The Ministry of the Interior scrutinized all laws and regulations promulgated by State
bodies to ensure that they were in line with the Convention and did not discriminate against
women. A prohibition on discrimination on the basis of gender was fully enshrined in the
laws on education.

16.  The possibility of lifting the remaining reservations to the Convention was being
examined and would be the subject of a national review.

17.  Work was ongoing to ensure that the National Human Rights Commission was fully
compatible with the Paris Principles. The Commission had been accorded full
administrative and financial independence via a royal decree. Efforts had been made to
include as many women as possible among the Commission’s members.

18. Mechanisms were in place to facilitate communication between civil society
organizations and government bodies. No restrictions were imposed on the submission of
parallel reports to the Committee from organizations working in the area of women’s rights.

19.  Mr. Abdulla Nasser Al Rahbi (Oman) said that parallel reports were submitted to
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights via the National
Human Rights Commission and the Government had no access to them prior to their
submission.

20.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that, since the 1970s, the position of women in society
had gradually improved. Efforts were being made to enhance the collection of data relating
to gender equality and the National Centre for Statistics and Information collected data
disaggregated by gender.

21.  Mr. Al Rashdi (Oman) said that the Personal Status Law regulated the conclusion
of marriage contracts. Men and women had equal rights in that regard, but a woman could
not marry without the permission of her guardian. If a woman’s guardian refused to grant
her permission to marry the man whom she wished to marry, she could submit the matter to
the competent judicial authorities for a final decision. Women had the right to appeal such
decisions directly to His Majesty the Sultan, but their guardians did not have that right.

22.  Ms. Haidar said that she would be grateful for more information on cases in which
the Convention had been invoked before the national courts. With regard to the State
party’s general reservation to those provisions of the Convention deemed not to be in
accordance with sharia, she wished to note that certain aspects of human interaction did not
fall within the scope of sharia. She would therefore urge the State party to embark on a
process of modernization and reform.
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23.  Ms. Gabr said that she wished to note that several States in which Muslims made up
a majority of the population had ratified the Convention without entering a general
reservation to its provisions.

24.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that the National Commission for Family Affairs
worked to ensure the implementation of the Convention and had organized workshops and
training sessions on its provisions for judges and prosecutors. Legal decisions that
conflicted with the Convention could be appealed and, if necessary, overturned. The
Government had lifted some of its reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
following a process of consultation and it was expected that a similar process would take
place for the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women.

25.  Ms. Al Shukairi (Oman) said that Oman was a regional leader in the collection of
data on issues relating to gender. For example, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
included a gender component in its data-collection practices.

26. Ms. Nadaraia said that she would appreciate information on the human and
technical resources of the national machinery for the advancement of women, its capacity
to coordinate a gender mainstreaming strategy across all public institutions and the
competence of the National Commission for Family Affairs to conduct research and policy
analysis and to provide policy advice. In addition, she would be grateful for more
information on the gender budgeting strategies introduced by the Women’s Affairs
Department to ensure the full implementation of its various activities and programmes; the
sectoral strategies formulated by the Ministry of Social Development to support women,
children and persons with special needs, including information on their scope and expected
impact; and the role of the National Human Rights Commission in the realization and
promotion of women’s rights.

27.  Ms. Ameline said that, while the State party was to be commended for the
innovative approach that it had taken towards the protection of women’s rights, the
representation of women in public and political life was unsatisfactory. In that connection,
she wished to know whether the State party had adequate statistical tools with which to
identify sectors in which the representation of women was particularly low, such that
temporary special measures could be adopted to improve the situation. She would urge the
State party to introduce measures, including quotas, if necessary, to ensure equal
opportunities and rights in all sectors and at all levels.

28.  Mr. Yahya Mohamed Zaher Al Hinai (Oman) said that women had the right to vote
in elections for the Consultative Council and to be elected to the Council themselves.
Efforts were being made to raise awareness among women of their right to participate in
elections and to stand for election. Women were represented in the Government and the
diplomatic corps. There were several government agencies responsible for protecting
women’s rights, and they had a presence across the country.

29.  Ms. Al Hashimi (Oman) said that there were two women on the Board of Directors
of the General Federation of Oman Trade Unions. In September 2016, a woman had been
elected to head the construction industry. There were many other industries in which
women were represented at a high level.

30.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that, although the current structure of the State budget
made it difficult to identify the precise sum allocated to support women and children, the
Government was working with the World Bank to develop a programme-based budgetary
system, which would improve the availability of relevant data. The budget for the education
sector was high, and girls and boys were brought up in a spirit of tolerance, which reduced
their vulnerability to religious or sectarian extremism. Between the ages of 6 and 10 years,
girls and boys were educated together.

31.  Efforts were being made to promote tourism, and professional training courses on
tourism had been introduced, including at the university level. Women made up the
majority of university students. The Women’s Affairs Department was the focal point for
women’s rights and was well funded. Its local branches worked with civil society
organizations to launch initiatives aimed at promoting women’s rights and a system was in
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place to monitor the results of those initiatives. Seven women had won seats in the
municipal elections, which showed that the efforts made to increase the advancement of
women had been effective. It was hoped that similar results would be achieved in the
elections for the Consultative Council. The Government was working with the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and a number of universities to improve the
opportunities available to women.

32. Ms. Haidar said that she would appreciate confirmation that the national strategy
for women entitled “Enhancing the Quality of Life” had indeed been adopted. In addition,
she wished to note that a temporary special measure was a one-off measure aimed at
achieving a specific goal. Some of the “temporary special measures” introduced by the
State party to promote the advancement of women seemed not to meet that definition.

33.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that the strategy in question had indeed been adopted,
and a copy of it could be made available to the Committee. Like many States, Oman had
adopted a range of measures, including temporary special measures, to promote women’s
advancement in the political sphere. Nevertheless, a number of challenges remained in that
regard. For example, women made up more than half of the electorate, but no woman had
yet been elected to Parliament. The representation of women in Parliament was important
because some draft laws concerned them directly and because the composition of
Parliament should reflect that of the population as a whole.

34.  Ms. Gabr said that the social and economic development measures mentioned in the
report would make for only very gradual progress towards greater participation of women
in society. More rapid steps were needed. Changing the negative stereotypes of women that
were widespread in the region was the key to changing the negative image of women. In
that connection, she would be interested to know whether the State party had coordinated
with other countries in the region regarding the possibility of lifting its reservations to the
Convention.

35.  In the context of its cooperation with UNICEF, she wondered why the State party
did not systematically change all the negative images in textbooks at all levels of education.
The rights of women were mentioned often in the institutional sermon at Friday prayers,
but only the rights of women as mothers. The Committee would appreciate it if the State
party would pay attention to women’s other roles.

36.  She would be interested to know whether the State party had analysed the image of
women projected in the media. If so, was that image positive or negative and could it be
changed? She wondered what role civil society and the clergy might play in leading a wider
debate on stereotypes.

37.  The reference to female genital mutilation in the delegation’s opening statement
placed the practice in the context of the Child Act, yet that legislation did not explicitly
refer to female genital mutilation, merely making a generic reference to harmful acts. She
hoped that the forthcoming regulations to the Act would contain an explicit reference to
female genital mutilation, including a definition and penalties for those practising it. She
urged the State party to take account of the Committee’s joint general recommendation No.
31 and general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful
practices (CEDAW/C/GC/31-CRC/C/GC/18), in preparing the regulations.

38. In the State party’s view, there was no need to adopt a special law on domestic
violence. She therefore wondered if there were any plans to insert provisions criminalizing
domestic violence into the revised Penal Code.

39.  She would like to know who was responsible for taking action on complaints of
violence made over the telephone hotline. Were women officials involved in order to
prevent embarrassment to women complainants?

40.  Ms. Narain said that the United States Department of State Trafficking in Persons
Report 2017 had placed Oman for the second consecutive year in the tier 2 watch list,
noting that it did not meet the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking but
continued to be a destination and transit country for women subjected to forced labour and
sex trafficking. She would like to know whether the memorandums of understanding on the
subject of trafficking, signed by the State party with a number of other countries, provided
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for cooperation and mutual assistance in investigating and the securing of evidence for the
purpose of investigation and prosecution. If so, she asked how many requests for assistance
had been made leading to successful investigation and prosecution since 2016, whether the
requests were handled by a central authority, whether there were any plans to enter into
further memorandums of understanding. and whether any joint investigations with other
countries had led to requests for extradition in relation to trafficking offences.

41.  Reliance seemed to be placed on the idea that victims of trafficking would report
and self-identify and there was still no mechanism for proactive identification of victims
among vulnerable groups. Yet victims were most reluctant to report offences for fear of
being stigmatized, dismissed or ridiculed by the authorities. The police clearly needed a
dedicated trafficking section and she wondered whether the State party had considered
establishing, for example, a women’s desk in larger police stations in order to encourage
women to report complaints. She asked how many cases of trafficking had been reported
via the hotline in 2016 and 2017 and whether translators were provided in order to help
record complaints from foreign victims.

42.  The number of investigations and prosecutions for trafficking was still
disproportionately low compared with the real extent of trafficking. She enquired what the
State party proposed to do to step up the number of investigations and prosecutions, for
example by taking a more proactive approach. She wondered how the State party ensured
that investigations were carried out with sensitivity and with due regard for the victims’
privacy. She would like to know in how many cases compensation had been awarded to
victims in 2016 and 2017.

43.  The Dar al-Wifaq shelter seemed to be well endowed financially but had, to date,
accommodated few victims. She wondered whether the existence of a shelter was
publicized among vulnerable groups. The Committee understood that women were referred
to the shelter only when the perpetrator was to be prosecuted, which was unfair to victims,
since they had no control over the quality of the evidence required to determine whether to
prosecute. She wondered whether the State party could consider ensuring that victims of
trafficking were referred to the shelter regardless of whether the offender was to be
prosecuted. In the light of a report that victims staying at the shelter were sometimes
prevented from leaving, she asked the delegation to confirm that residents, especially
foreign victims, enjoyed freedom of movement. As for migrant workers, she asked what
could be done to ensure that the lengthy complaints procedure was speedier and more
woman-friendly, and how employment agencies could be better regulated, especially with
regard to the kafalah system. Lastly, she asked whether Oman intended to ratify the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.

44.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that the standard Friday sermons were issued by the
Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs, which made sure that they contained no
negative or discriminatory statements. The sermons sought to raise awareness of women’s
rights and duties in line with religious teachings.

45, The fact that the regulations to the Child Act had not been issued did not mean that
practices harmful to children were legitimate. As well as that Act, the Penal Code also
prohibited harming children. Female genital mutilation and excision were both criminal
offences and anyone engaging in such practices was subject to criminal penalties.

46.  As for domestic violence, the problem was not one of legislation but rather of
practice, in that victims often did not make use of the justice system. Under forthcoming
new legislation, sentences for domestic violence would be increased.

47.  Ms. Al Ragaishi (Oman) said that Oman was a party to the Riyadh Convention on
Judicial Cooperation, which covered all offences, including trafficking. The identification
of victims required a collaborative effort. The National Committee on Human Trafficking
comprised experts from most government authorities, ministries and the judiciary, and
formulated strategies to combat trafficking. A three-month campaign was currently under
way to raise awareness among the community and among victims themselves. Training was
provided for those who worked with trafficking issues and the Sultanate of Oman and the
Embassy of the United Kingdom had recently organized joint workshops to train judges
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and members of the prosecution service and the police in identifying the victims of human
trafficking.

48.  Using the hotline, victims could contact the prosecution or the police easily and
directly. There were male and female physicians available to take action on such
complaints. Victims resident in the Dar al-Wifaq shelter were not considered accused
persons and were therefore free to come and go as they wished.

49.  Mr. Al Rashdi (Oman) said that the judiciary did not take crimes such as trafficking
in persons lightly. The criminal courts and higher courts had always imposed severe
sentences as a means of deterring other potential perpetrators.

50.  Mr. Yahya Mohamed Zaher Al Hinai (Oman) said that Dar al-Wifag was able to
provide social and psychological assistance services, as well as legal experts to follow up
on questions of rights. The shelter had ample capacity for new cases. Civil society
organizations were active in raising awareness and also in representing victims in court.
Residents were permitted to go out, but they were accompanied for their own protection:
certain people might wish to put pressure on them to drop their complaint.

51.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that an international expert was working with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Social Affairs to find solutions to the
problem of trafficking, including the use of preventive measures.

52.  The Friday sermons were not the only means of communication on issues such as
women’s rights. The Government also worked through the social media and with other
technologies to promote a positive image of women. The Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs ran a programme on tolerance in cooperation with several other countries.

53. Ms. Gabr asked whether it would be possible to make explicit reference to female
genital mutilation in the regulations to the Child Act that were due to be issued. In view of
the plans to amend the Penal Code, she would appreciate some information on the
provisions of the Code relating to domestic violence.

54.  Ms. Haidar said that article 38 (2) of the Penal Code permitted the disciplining of a
spouse, which was no longer acceptable. Much remained to be done in changing mindsets
with regard to both violence against women and female genital mutilation. Any law that
was passed in that regard must state clearly that female genital mutilation and excision were
criminal offences. The State party could still do much more to stop violence against women
being seen as acceptable.

55.  Ms. Al Ragaishi (Oman) said that article 38 (2) of the Penal Code made no mention
of the disciplining of wives or daughters.

56.  Ms. Haidar said that it might not be explicitly mentioned but the implication was
there.

57.  Ms. Al Ragaishi (Oman) said that the text of the article read: “If a father or teacher
hits a child in accordance with general custom, this is not an offence”.

58. Ms. Haidar said that the implication of the text was that such discipline was
tolerated.

59.  Mr. Al Rashdi (Oman) said that there had been numerous court rulings upholding a
woman’s request for divorce on the grounds that her husband had beaten her. That showed
that such acts were not acceptable in law and that victims could bring complaints.
Perpetrators were liable to punishment, including prison sentences.

60.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that the new legislation precluded the disciplining of
women.
Articles 7t0 9

61. Ms. Ameline said that the main problem that the State party had to solve with regard
to women’s participation in political life was the lack of female candidates. There needed to
be strong incentives, bolstered by a positive political discourse encouraging a break with
behaviours that were sometimes circumscribed by a form of cultural rigidity. In addition, it
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was important to give maximum visibility to women in the public arena. Taking 30 per cent
as the minimum level at which women could exert an influence in decision-making bodies,
she asked what proactive steps, including financial incentives to organizations and guidance
to women in the assumption of responsibility, the State party was considering in order to
guarantee an inclusive democracy.

62. Ms. Chalal, welcoming the positive changes brought about by the adoption of the
new Omani Nationality Act in 2014, said that she nonetheless wondered whether the State
party had made any plans to repeal the Act’s discriminatory provisions. It would be
interesting to know, for instance, whether the Act would be amended to enable Omani
women married to foreign nationals to pass their Omani nationality on to their children on
an equal basis with Omani men married to foreign nationals. Similarly, she wondered
whether the foreign spouses of Omani men would be allowed to apply for Omani
citizenship on an equal basis with the foreign spouses of Omani women, for whom the
requirements were more stringent. It would also be interesting to know how many children
of Omani women married to foreign men had received Omani citizenship since the entry
into force of the new Act.

63.  In addition, she wished to know how the Omani authorities intended to ensure that
the revocation of the citizenship of Omani nationals who tarnished the image of the
country, provided for under the Act, was not used as a tool of intimidation and did not lead
to statelessness. She reiterated the Committee’s call for the State party to withdraw its
reservation to article 9 of the Convention. In that regard, Oman could take inspiration from
a number of other Muslim countries, including her own, Algeria.

64.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that Omani women had long had the right to vote and
stand for office. The authorities were nonetheless planning to adopt temporary special
measures to address the underrepresentation of women on the Consultative Council.

65.  Although Omani citizenship was not automatically granted to the children of Omani
women married to foreign nationals, the mother’s Omani nationality could be transmitted to
her children under the conditions set forth in the Nationality Act. Foreign nationals who
were married to Omani women were accorded preferential treatment under the Act, as they
were entitled to apply for citizenship after 15 years’ residence in Oman, whereas foreign
nationals not married to Omani citizens were subject to a 20-year residence requirement.
Foreign women married to Omani men, on the other hand, could apply for Omani
citizenship after 10 years.

66.  The 15-year requirement had been instituted to ensure that Omani women were not
used as a simple means of obtaining citizenship. The children of Omani women married to
foreign nationals had access to health care and education on an equal footing with Omani
children. It should be kept in mind, however, that the drafting of the Nationality Act had
been informed by the assumption that such women left Oman. Although it was possible to
deprive an Omani national of his or her citizenship, no such action had ever been taken.

67.  Mr. Abdulla Nasser Al Rahbi (Oman) said that nationals of the countries of the
Persian Gulf, Oman included, were often outnumbered by migrant workers, some of whom
were not above marrying local women for mercenary reasons. The requirements set forth in
the Nationality Act were intended to protect Omani nationals from such behaviour. Fifteen
years could seem like a long time, but the intention had been to prevent marriage fraud.

68. Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that, since 1994, when women had been granted
suffrage and the right to stand for office, they had never accounted for more than two of the
members of the country’s Consultative Council. It had become clear that special efforts,
such as training and outreach, would be needed if more women were to win seats on the
Council. Seven women, including two in the relatively remote governorate of Al Buraymi,
had won seats on municipal councils in 2016. It was a comparatively small number. Other
women served as appointed members of local governing bodies. The affirmative action
programme to be put in place by the Government should enable women to participate more
fully in the public and political life of the country.

69. Ms. Haidar said that she wished to know why the Nationality Act could not be
amended to require the foreign spouses of Omani men and women to satisfy the same

8 GE.17-19551



CEDAW/C/SR.1548

residence requirements if they wished to apply for Omani citizenship. In addition, it was
unclear why holding dual nationality should be prohibited. A woman often needed to
acquire her husband’s nationality, in particular if she lived in his country. She should not be
deprived of her original nationality in those circumstances.

70.  She welcomed the news that the Omani Government intended to take special
measures to promote the participation of women in public life. It was clear, however, that
those measures would have to be accompanied by major outreach efforts designed both to
change attitudes towards women and to boost women’s confidence in themselves.

71.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that nothing prevented Omani lawmakers from
reviewing the differing residence requirements in the Nationality Act. Dual citizenship
caused a number of potential problems and, in any event, the prohibition applied to both
men and women.

72.  Ms. Verges said that every effort should be made to ensure that women accounted
for a significant percentage of the members of municipal councils. The State party’s
readiness to promote the participation of women in political and public life was admirable,
but specific steps should be taken to make certain that women were in a position to win
election to all its publicly elected bodies, the municipal councils in particular.

73.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that the Omani authorities were working to ensure that
greater numbers of women were elected to the Consultative Council and to municipal
councils throughout the country. The aim was to attain percentages for the representation of
women that were satisfactory both to the people of Oman and to the international
community.

Articles 10 to 14

74.  Ms. Song Wenyan said that, although the State party had made remarkable progress
in enabling women and girls to exercise their right to education, it was unclear, for
example, how many girls dropped out of school, as the dropout rate did not seem to appear
in the documents submitted by the State party. It would thus be interesting to know what
the rate was, why girls dropped out and what efforts had been made to prevent them from
doing so.

75.  She also wondered what measures had been taken to ensure that girls in rural areas,
in particular those from poor or nomadic families, had access to education on a basis of
equality with others and whether gender equality was a subject covered in rural schools. In
addition, she wished to know what educational opportunities were available to girls who
chose not to pursue a general education diploma. Lastly, she asked whether there had ever
been a study of gender stereotyping in school curricula and textbooks in Oman and, if so,
what the findings of the study had been.

76.  Mr. Bergby asked what steps had been taken to increase the rate of female
participation in the workforce, especially in the private sector, and whether any plans had
been made to extend the period of paid maternity leave. In addition, he asked whether the
proposed labour law reforms had been adopted and, if not, what the time frame for their
adoption was. An indication of the improvements contained in the reforms would also be
welcome.

77. 1t would be interesting to know whether announcements of vacancies for
government positions for which being male was listed as a requirement were legal under
the Omani Labour Code and, if they were not, whether any plans had been made to make it
mandatory for public agencies not to include gender requirements in vacancy
announcements. In that connection, he wondered why the State party had regulations
limiting the hours that women could work at night and the kinds of jobs that they could do
and wished to know whether any plans had been made to repeal or loosen those regulations.

78.  In addition, he asked what measures had been taken or were planned to change the
kafalah system, which tied migrant domestic workers, most of them women, to their
employers and left them vulnerable to abuse. Similarly, he wondered whether any steps
were being taken to ensure that foreign domestic workers were fully protected by Omani
labour law, to investigate the abuse and exploitation of such workers and to prosecute the
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perpetrators. In that connection, it would be interesting to learn whether the Omani
authorities intended to increase the number of labour inspectors and give them the training
that would enable them to address the workplace problems commonly encountered by
domestic migrant workers. He also asked what steps were being taken to ensure that
domestic workers were aware of their rights and what efforts had been made to enforce the
ban on the confiscation of their passports by their employers. Lastly, he wished to know
whether a law or other regulation prevented Oman from ratifying the International Labour
Organization Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189) and, if not, whether it had any
plans to do so.

79.  Ms. Al Yahyai (Oman) said that, in the 2015/16 school year, around 1.3 per cent of
students had dropped out between primary and secondary school. Education in Oman, it
should be recalled, was free, as were school transport and books. Efforts were made to
ensure that girls who dropped out for particular reasons could continue their education.
They could study for their school-leaving examinations at home, for example, or they could
go to special educational centres. There were also special literacy centres. Women’s
associations and government agencies worked together to ensure that girls in rural or
nomadic areas could attend school. School supplies were provided free of charge in those
areas, and private sector employers provided special scholarships for rural and nomadic
students.

80.  School curricula, which had been redesigned in part to do away with the stereotypes
that they reinforced, included the topic of gender equality. Boys and girls shared
classrooms in primary school. Combating stereotyped views of girls and women began in
those years.

81.  Mr. Al Nabhani (Oman) said that education was compulsory in Oman. Parents who
deprived their children of the right to attend school could be fined or even imprisoned.

82.  Mr. Al Kalbani (Oman) said that the dropout rate, as had been mentioned, was very
low. A more pressing issue in Oman was the education of children with disabilities.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.
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