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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Muuritius (CRC C/ 3/ Add. 36; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 60; CRC/ C. 12/ WP. 6)
(conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Peeroco, M. Baichoo and
M. Seetulsingh (Mauritius) resuned their places at the Comrittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the del egation of Mauritius to reply to the
poi nts rai sed at the precedi ng neeting.

3. M. PEEROO (Mauritius), referring to the so-called "exclusion zone" in
Mauritius, said that there were sone disparities between that zone and the
better off areas of the country. The exclusion zone contained sonme of the few
areas where parents tended to be nore negligent, failing to pay enough
attention to the education of their children, who were left largely to their
own devices. Education was free and conpul sory in Mauritius, but parents were
expected to shoulder their responsibilities as well and, in the places in
guestion, a mnority of parents did not behave as the Governnent expected.

The areas were inhabited by working-class people, who were enpl oyed but spent
their noney on drink and ganbling. The absence of any cul ture encouraging
savi ng nmeant that those areas | agged behind others that were nore devel oped.
The new Governnent, which had inherited the situation, had voted to spend

50 million rupees to bring about inprovenents in the zone. The Prime M nister
hi nsel f headed a ministerial conmttee that had been set up to nonitor the
situation with a viewto enabling those parts of the country to catch up with
t he devel opnent of the rest.

4, M's. Eufem o had asked whether it would be possible to calcul ate
precisely how nuch noney was spent on children. No attenpt had been nade so
far to quantify the amounts spent in the different areas relating to children
but the Government woul d probably agree that it would be a val uabl e exercise
to try to find out how much public noney was spent on children overall

5. Regardi ng di scrimnation on grounds of sex, he noted that the initia
report had been produced in July 1995 before the Constitution had been
anended. Before |eaving office, the former Governnment had enacted an
anmendnment to section 16 of the Constitution which renoved all discrimnation
on grounds of sex. Legislation on its own, of course, was not enough.

Ef fective action needed to be taken where the problemexisted and it had

t heref ore been decided that the Crininal Code should be anmended in order to
make di scrimnation on grounds of sex an offence. Wth the help of UNI CEF, a
former Justice of the Supreme Court had been retained to study the | aw and
make proposals. He had already prepared an anmended section of the Crimna
Code, which would go next to the Cabinet, and the anendnent coul d be expected
to enter into force in the near future.

6. As to whether the police departnment nmade any grants for children, he
expl ai ned that noney allocated fromthe budget to the police service was spent
only on the police. Any grant nade to children would come fromthe Mnistry
of Social Security, together with financial help fromthe Mnistry of
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Education and the Mnistry of Health. They and the Mnistry of Arts and
Culture were the major Government departnents which spent noney on children

In addition, a Governnent grant was paid through the Mnistry of Wwnen, Famly
Wl fare and Chil d Devel opnent to a parastatal body known as the Sugar |ndustry
Labour Welfare Fund. A total of 55 million rupees had been allocated to that
body in the current budget. The Fund was concerned with the wel fare of
workers in the sugar industry and the noney was spent on the | abourers and
their famlies for educational and cul tural purposes.

7. The Children's Hotline was an innovation instituted by the Mnistry of
Worren, Fanily Welfare and Child Devel opnent. Fornerly, there had been sone
difficulty in comng to the assistance of children in need of protection. The
positive decision had therefore been taken to set up a hotline at the

M nistry, functioning 24 hours a day. A special service had been set up to
ensure that, as soon as a call was received, the necessary action was taken

An inquiry would be held into the case and, if necessary, appropriate police
action woul d be taken against the offender. There were a nunber of hones,
admini stered by NGOs in collaboration with the Mnistry, where children could
take refuge and be cared for by volunteer workers. Under the Child Protection
Act, the of fender, whether or not a parent of the child, would, if found
guilty, have to pay a fine or serve a period of inprisonnent, depending on the
degree of seriousness of the offence. The Child Protection Act protected

chil dren agai nst abuse, assault and "harnf. The definition of harmin the Act
was very w de and covered all sorts of situations.

8. As far as the position of children born out of wedl ock was concerned, the
law in Mauritius was very progressive. There was no discrimnation against
such children, who enjoyed the sane rights as legitimate offspring in terns of
successi on, property and so on

9. In reply to the question about |egal assistance, he explained that there
was a systemof free legal aid in Mauritius. |If an application was nmade for
legal aid, the Mnister of Social Security would institute an inquiry to see
whet her the applicant was deserving of assistance. A neans test was applied
and, currently, an applicant earning nore than 3,500 rupees was not eligible
for legal aid. The systemwas, however, to be reviewed, in accordance wth
the statenent in the new Government's political manifesto that justice was a
sacred right and people should not be barred by cost fromobtaining it.

10. As to whether anything was done to create awareness anong chil dren of
their rights, he said that, under the Mauritian educational system various
activities were organi zed in schools and colleges. The Mnistry of Education
had recently organi zed a series of tal ks on human rights in general which had
covered the rights of the child.

11. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her the del egation could explain further the
rel ati onship between the Mnistry of Wnen, Fanily Wl fare and Child
Devel opnent and the National Children's Council.

12. M. PEERQOO (Mauritius) said that the National Children's Council served
as a link between the Mnistry and non-governmental organizations. The
Council itself did not decide policy, which was deternined by the Mnister in
the light of the political manifesto. As far as coordination was concerned,
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under the forner Governnent, all NGO activities had been centralized under the
aegis of the Council. There had since been a change of policy, enphasizing
decentralization. The Council's new functions would have to be deternined and
its role would probably dininish

13. Ms. KARP said the information that a special budget had been voted for
the exclusion zone to try to inprove the situation there, did not answer her
guesti on about what neasures were being taken to rehabilitate any chil dren who
nm ght have been involved in the dubi ous places which had been cl osed down.
Coping with the problemof child prostituti on demanded integrative action that
needed to be focused on children specifically. She would therefore like to
know what specific programmes and institutions had been set up to provide
treatment for the children concerned.

14. On the elimnation of discrimnation on grounds of sex, she enphasi zed
that rmuch nore was needed than legislation. Practical programes were
required to enhance the situation of girl children and of wonen in general
Affirmati ve action by the Government was needed to enable girls and wonen to
enjoy their rights. Wat action had already been taken in that respect? Ws
there any policy to encourage the appointnment of wonen to high office in the
CGovernment or specific educational programes such as assertiveness training
for girls?

15. M. MOMBESHORA said that, according to paragraph 18 (i) of the report,

the 1975 Labour Act prohibited the enpl oynent of children under the age of 15.
He asked whether the Act also applied to the Export Processing Zone or whet her
speci al tenporary regulations were in force there. He asked whether Muritius
had ratified |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning the mninum age for enploynent.

16. Ms. EUFEM O suggested that the fee inposed for late registration of the
birth of a child should be rescinded, since it mght serve as a deterrent to
regi stration and thus have an adverse inpact on the future of the child. She
al so wondered how the non-registration of a child was nonitored and whet her

t here were any nei ghbourhood associ ati ons whi ch could detect and report the
non-regi stration of a child in order to protect it.

17. Wth regard to access to appropriate information, she asked whet her every
househol d possessed a radi o and tel evision set and whether the entire

popul ation, parents as well as children, was literate. The canpaign by the

M nistry of Education to inculcate reading habits anong chil dren was highly
conmendabl e. Regarding the protection of the child against information which
m ght be harnful to his devel opnent, she wi shed to know whet her parents were

trained to identify such material. As far as freedom of association was
concerned, she asked whether there were any school or nei ghbourhood
associ ations and, if so, whether their neetings were well attended. She

asked whether the child' s right to privacy was respected within the famly.
Wth regard to degradi ng puni shment, she asked what disciplinary measures in
school and at home were regarded as acceptabl e and whet her there was any
bul | yi ng.

18. Ms. BADRAN asked whet her there were any special nmagazines for children
and whet her children thenselves contributed to their content. She also asked
whet her there were any student organizations in the schools.
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19. Mss MASQN, referring to the right of participation, asked whether there
was any system of peer counselling or peer advocacy in Mauritius. Children
often accepted advice better fromtheir peers and such systens coul d be used
to very positive effect. She also asked whether a child seeking redress

agai nst his parents could have access to |legal aid. There had been sone

di scussion at the precedi ng neeting of the possibility of appointing a specia
onmbudsman or conmi ssioner for children's rights. The ternms of reference of

t he existing Onbudsman seened to be to investigate conplaints against public
officials. Could children avail thenselves of his services?

20. Ms. SARDENBERG focusing on the general principles of the Convention
and, in particular, on non-discrimnation, asked whether the preference for
mal e children that existed in sonme of the countries that had cone before the
Conmittee also existed in Mauritius and, if so, howit was reflected in schoo
and in society. According to information the Comittee had recei ved, wonen in
Mauritius had far to go to achieve equality, especially in respect of equa
pay. She asked how Governnent policies were dealing with that problem In
consulting reports of other United Nations bodies relating to Mauritius, she
had found references to "a policy of differentiation, but not discrimnation”
especially in the agricultural sector. Wat was neant by differentiation and
how did it relate to the right of the girl child and wonen in general not to
be di scrim nated agai nst on any grounds?

21. M. PEEROO (Mauritius), replying to the question whether the child's
views were taken into consideration by parents, at school and in society, said
that, in Mauritius, parents did not inpose their w shes on their children when
it came to decisions about their future. Students were able to seek advice
fromthe Career Cuidance Service provided by the Mnistry of Education. Young
people were very politically aware and it was normal for school children to
formtheir own associations, in which current events were freely di scussed.

22. On the question of the rehabilitation of victins of child prostitution,
departnents of the Mnistry of Winen, Fanmily Welfare and Child Devel opnent
were working in cooperation with independent social welfare organizations to
seek out such children and were endeavouring to bring them back to nornal
life; church organizations also played a very inportant role.

23. As to the question of discrimnation in enploynent raised by Ms. Karp
an amendment to the Crimnal Code was in course of preparation which would
make discrimnation illegal, so that anyone who believed he or she had been
di scrimnated against could file a conplaint with the police, which would
institute an inquiry. As yet, however, there was no actual |egislation
governing the matter.

24. On the question raised by M. Mnbeshora, the Labour Act was not in fact
applicable to the Export Processing Zone (EPZ). As stated in the report, the
enpl oyment of children below the age of 15 was illegal in Mauritius, but child
| abour did not really constitute a problemin the country. Between 1990 and
1995, only 57 cases had been detected and, between May 1995 and June 1996,
5,782 inspections had been carried out, bringing to light only 247 cases of
child | abour.
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25. If parents failed to register the birth of a child within 40 days, they
were liable to a fine of 500 rupees; however, consideration would be given to
abol i shing that penalty. Virtually every famly in Mauritius had access to
radi o and tel evision and many children had their own radios. He enphasized
that, educationally, Mauritius was one of the nobst advanced countries in
Africa, with a literacy rate of 90 per cent. Programes were broadcast not
only in English and French, but also in Creole, H ndi, Udu and Chi nese and
children of every ethnic group thus had access to information

26. The dissenination of material likely to be harnful to norality was
prohibited by law. Sexually explicit films or television progranmes, as well
as the sal e of pornographi c nagazi nes, were banned. On the matter of the
privacy of the child within the fanily, whether or not the child had to share
a roomw th others depended to a |arge extent on the famly's economc
situation.

27. Torture did not exist in Mauritius; it was prohibited under the
Constitution and by law. Nor were children ever subjected to degrading
treatment in schools, since any teacher who assaulted a child would be guilty
of a crimnal offence and would be likely to | ose his job. M sbehaviour by
pupi I s was puni shed by detentions. However, such punishnments were rare,
partly because all schools had very active parent-teacher organizations which
coul d discuss any problens that arose and find other solutions. Students had
their own rmagazines in which they were free to express their views and many
dai ly papers had special suppl enents devoted to student affairs. Young people
were also free to hold public denonstrations; recently, for instance, students
had staged a sit-in in protest against the |ack of provision for mathematics
teaching, in which the public had joined.

28. In reply to the question asked by M ss Mason, the provision of |legal aid
in the case of a child seeking redress against his parents woul d depend on the
circunstances. An assault on a child was a crininal offence and, if a child
reported that it had been assaulted, the police would institute proceedings
and the Ofice of the Deputy Public Prosecutor would appoint a barrister to
conduct the case. In cases where children were accused of offences, al
proceedi ngs invol ving young persons under 18 years of age would be held in
canera and not in open court. Were the parents did not have the nmeans to
hire a | awer, the magistrate would recommend that |egal aid should be

gr ant ed.

29. There was in fact no onbudsman in Mauritius dealing specifically with
children's affairs. However, the Conmittee's concern on the matter, and its
recomendati on, woul d be comunicated to his Governnment. On the point raised
by Ms. Sardenberg, it was true that famlies tended to prefer sons to
daughters, but Mauritius was a progressive society and cases of discrimnation
seldomarose. In reply to the question on equal pay, he said that Muritius
had not yet signed |ILO Convention No. 100 because sone legal difficulties
persi sted; however, a sem nar funded by the ILO was currently being held in
Mauritius on the subject of the Governnment's accession to several 1LO
Conventions and he hoped that those difficulties could be overconme. He

poi nted out that, in the sugar industry, there was no discrimnation on
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grounds of sex, although there was positive discrimnation in the sense that
worren were not permitted to performlabour considered to be too heavy for
t hem

30. Ms. KARP said that her question on the need for affirmative action to
cl ose the gender gap had perhaps been m sunderstood. It was true that the
crimnal law could have an influence on how the public perceived certain
actions and could thus serve as a deterrent, but, in the field of enploynent,
it could not force an enployer to give work to a wonman agai nst whom he chose
to discrimnate. Parallel measures were needed to ensure not only that the
of fender was puni shed, but that redress was provided for the wonman who had
suffered fromthe discrinmnation. Affirmative action could take the form of
all ocating certain high positions to wonen or organizing | eadership courses
for themwith a viewto cultivating nore positive attitudes.

31. She noted that the report adnmitted that there was de facto discrimnation
agai nst handi capped children because society did not cater for their needs and
that the Mnistry was finding it difficult to deal with such children. That
seenmed to amount to an admission of defeat. It had been stated that a survey
was bei ng conducted to establish the nunber of disabled children and the
nature of their disabilities. What were the results of that survey, which
were the NGOs providing assistance to such children and what was the
CGovernnment's policy on the matter?

32. It was true that it was difficult to bring to |ight cases of abuse and
violence within the famly since nost victinms were reluctant to go to the
pol i ce, possibly because the police thensel ves di scouraged such conpl aints.
The puni shrent of the husband was often not the best solution for the victim
and the problemwas better dealt with in other ways. For instance, a
restraining order could be issued which could have the effect of renoving the
perpetrator fromthe house for as long as there was a danger to the life and
health of the victim that was preferable to noving nother and child out of
the house and into a shelter. Had the Governnment considered that Kkind of
approach to the problemof violence within the fanly?

33. Ms. EUFEM O noting that the del egation had stated that virtually al
famlies in Mauritius had access to radio and tel evision, wondered what was
bei ng done to help famlies who were nore di sadvantaged in that respect. She
was glad to hear that a review of the systemof fines for the late
registration of births was being contenplated. Followi ng the coments on
donestic viol ence made by Ms. Karp, she enphasized that some kind of
counsel I ing or advice should be provided for the offender in addition to a
restraining order, since, otherw se, the violence was likely to recur.

34. Ms. SARDENBERG said the del egation had indicated that Mauritius was a
raci al |y harnoni ous society. Nevertheless, she would like to know how t he
principle of non-discrimnation was inplenmented on a day-to-day basis in
relation to children of racial mnorities. Had any problens been identified,
were any surveys being carried out and did the Governnent have any plans for
the future? WAs any data avail able on whether discrimnation was practised
agai nst children suffering from A DS and what neasures were envi saged in that
area?
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35. She noted that, in Mauritius, 80 per cent of househol ds were headed by
nmen, but that, at the same tine, wonen accounted for 50 per cent of the | abour
force. She believed that the Governnment had not yet taken sufficient nmeasures
to provide support for working nothers, such as day-care facilities.

36. M. KOOSOV, referring to the question of donestic violence, asked

whet her any |law or adm nistrative regul ation provided for a procedure whereby
a child could file a conplaint with the police and whether there was any age
[imt for such complaints. How did the police establish whether or not a
child was telling the truth and whether or not disciplinary neasures in the
fam|ly were so excessive as to anount to viol ence?

37. According to information the Cormittee had received, domestic violence in

Mauritius was on the increase. 1In a survey conducted by Save the Children,
63 per cent of those questioned had agreed that there was abuse of children in
Mauritius and 79 per cent had agreed that ill-treatnment of children existed.

It woul d seemthat nost domestic violence occurred in poor and vul nerabl e
famlies: in 1992 and 1993, the nunber of cases had been as high as 3,157
Even taking into account the fact that that figure might sinply reflect an
increase in the reporting of cases to the police, it still seenmed very high
for a country with such a small popul ation

38. M. PEEROO (Mauritius) said that, in general, there was no discrimnation
in enploynment in Mauritius, although cases might well occur of which the
authorities were not aware. Mauritius had not yet signed the |ILO convention
on the subject because it had as yet no national nonitoring agency to

i nvesti gate possible cases of discrimnation. The establishnent of such an
agency was at present under review with the assistance of |ILO

39. In reply to Ms. Sardenberg' s question on care facilities, he said that
nost wonen at work were enployed in the export protection zone (EPZ). A
nunber of creéches were already avail able for working women with small children
and a programre was under way for increasing their nunber

40. Di scrimnation against a child on grounds of menbership of a minority
conmunity was inconpatible with the Constitution of Mauritius. However, the
concept of such discrimnation was irrelevant in Mauritius since the |arge
nunber of ethnic groups made the country a nation of nothing but mnorities.
The only possi bl e opening for discrinmnation was with regard to the enrol nent
of pupils in schools run by religious groups, the main one being the Catholic
Church. However, any such discrimnmnation was prevented by obliging such
schools to reserve a quota of places for children of other religions.

41. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) said the authorities agreed that |egislation
was not in itself sufficient to solve children's problens. Considerable
resources were devoted in Mauritius to educating both children and adults in
various matters, including the rights of the child. Mst reasonable famlies
consulted their children on decisions affecting the fanily and respected their
opinions. In the case of bullying in schools, a point raised by Ms. Eufenio,
heads of schools were expected to take action to protect the victins, either
by expul sion or correction of the offenders.
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42. Peer counsel ling, where children thensel ves counselled other children on
their problens, had been nentioned by Mss Mason. Mauritius had not yet
enbarked on such neasures. A revolutionary approach was apparently under
experiment in the United States whereby children alleged to have comitted

of fences were tried by a child judge and a child jury. However, the nmerits of
appl yi ng such an advanced approach in other countries were not yet evident.

43. Di sabl ed children, who had been the subject of a question from

M's. Sardenberg, were covered in paragraphs 88 to 95 of the report, which
acknow edged that nuch renained to be done for such children. Unfortunately,
Mauritius, as a small country of nodest neans, did not have sufficient
resources to deal with the issue on its own. Although the Governnent did its
best, nmuch had to be left to the good offices of non-governnenta

organi zations. There were about 15 such organi zati ons working with the

di sabl ed with some assi stance fromthe Government.

44, On the subject of domestic violence, Ms. Karp had noted that it should
not be the victins, but the perpetrators of violence that should be renoved
fromthe famly hone. That was the normal procedure followed in Mauritius in
the case of child beating by a parent. Proceedings could be instituted

agai nst the parent and, in the case of a serious offence, the parent could be
sent to prison. The del egation neverthel ess accepted that it would be usefu
to renmove an abusive parent fromthe famly for psychol ogi cal treatnent to
enabl e the root cause of the abuse, i.e. drugs, alcohol or other, to be

tackl ed. However, such remedies required resources that Mauritius did not
have.

45, In reply to Ms. Sardenberg, he said that Mauritius had sone 90 cases of
H V/ AIDS. No child had yet been deternined to have H V infection, although
seven children whose nothers were H V positive were at present being kept
under observation by the AIDS unit. The authorities were providing the
financi al assistance needed for the purpose.

46. He was uncl ear about the purpose of the question on famlies headed by
men. The Civil Code of Mauritius, which had adopted all the reforns
incorporated in the 1965 anendnent of the French Civil Code, made no reference
to paternal authority and considered the sexes to be equal in the context of
the famly. Personality counted for nmuch in the fanmly and the head of a
famly was often the spouse with the stronger character. In nost famlies,
both parents accepted their equal status and took decisions relating to their
children together. Mauritius had few one-parent famlies headed by an
unmarried nother; it was not a famly nodel Mauritius society wi shed to

encour age.

47. Sone di sturbing statistics provided by the Save the Children fund had
been quoted by M. Kol osov. The delegation of Mauritius was not aware of the
situation reflected by those statistics. Wat kind of survey had produced

t hem and who had been those questioned? Statistics were often deceptive; it
was often easy to read nore into themthan was justified, especially in a case
where a survey had been concerned with matters of opinion. [If the nunber of
cases said to be reported to the police were correct, then it was clear that
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steps ought to be taken to tackle the problem \Wen cases were reported to
the police, efforts were nade to have specialized staff to deal with themin
the interests of preventing any increase in donestic violence.

48. Ms. BADRAN asked whether, in view of the increasing nunber of wonen at
work, the authorities mght consider naking it a legal requirenment for
enterprises with a large fenale | abour force to provide day-care facilities at
t he workplace. Such a nmeasure woul d encourage wor ki ng wonen to conti nue
breast-feeding, a practice that appeared to be in decline in Mauritius. Wre
any services other than day-care centres provided for working wonen to nake it
easier for themto neet their responsibilities inside and outside the honme?

49, Were there any programes directed to single-parent famlies, in
particul ar those headed by wonmen? According to information in her possession
sone 18 per cent of famlies in Mauritius fell into that category. Such
fam |l ies needed not only financial, but also social, support.

50. On the subject of the survey nentioned by M. Kol osov, she agreed that

t he procedures used by sone surveys did require scrutiny. However, the fact
that a | arge nunber of children had a perception of the existence of violence
did invite reflection. Wat kind of ill-treatnent was referred to by the

79 per cent who asserted its existence?

51. The report mentioned school discussions to tell children how to protect

t hensel ves agai nst abuse. The mass nedia could be another channel serving the
purpose not only of informing children, but also of educating the perpetrators
of violence and teaching parents how to protect their children. The staff
nmenbers of the National Council were said to be professional counsellors.

VWhat preparation had they received? Was there any system of in-service
training to ensure they were conversant with the Convention and applied its
principles, in particular that of the best interests of the child, in their
wor k?

52. M. KOOSOV wel cormed the seriousness with which the del egati on approached
t he question of donmestic violence. 1In the survey he had nentioned, the figure
of over 3,000 reports of donestic violence had come fromthe police
authorities thenselves. At what age would a child coming to file a conpl aint
of violence with the police be taken seriously by the authorities? Although
there was no legislation on the subject, there were perhaps administrative
rules providing instructions to the police on the procedures to be foll owed
when conpl ai nts were received fromchildren

53. M ss MASON sai d that, when she had nentioned peer counselling and peer
advocacy, she had not had as revolutionary a procedure in nmind as that being
tested in the United States. Her question had been whether Mauritius nade use
of its nore know edgeabl e and articulate children to disseninate informtion
on the Convention and on child rights in general. Ms. Badran had, for
exanpl e, referred to children's associ ations.

54. Al t hough sone day-care facilities did exist in Mauritius, the report
admtted that they were not subject to any formof control by the authorities
and that the | evel of care provided left sonething to be desired. What
progress was being made in drafting regulations to govern day-care centres?
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55. On the subject of the increasing nunber of fanilies headed by wonen given
changing famly patterns in Mauritius, had any study been made of the soci al

i npact of that situation on children? Had there been any increase in

anti soci al behavi our anong children fromsuch famlies?

56. Fi nanci al assistance to fanmlies appeared fromthe report to be confined
to those with disabled children. Was there any |egislation or systemfor
recovering child mai ntenance from defaul ti ng parents?

57. There appeared to be a large gap in living standards between the haves
and the have-nots in Mauritius. Four per cent of the popul ati on apparently
controlled 70 per cent of the econony. G ven the obligation under article 7
of the Convention to maintain adequate standards of living for children and
fam lies, what financial or other measures were being taken to guarantee such
standard for disadvantaged fanmilies? Was there a national nininmm wage?

58. Mauritius appeared to have an adequate system for adoption in place at
the national level. Was the same true of intercountry adoption? What
procedures were followed in that case and had any thought been given by the
CGovernment to ratifying the Hague Conventi on?

59. Ms. KARP said that she was di sappointed with the reply given in respect
of disabled children. The way a society treated its disabled was generally an
i ndicator of howit treated children in general, as well as other nenbers of
society. The Government itself should be involved in action to assist the

di sabl ed and not | eave nost of such work to non-governmental organizations.
Had the Governnent any plan of action for dealing wth disabled children, such
as providing facilities to enable themto attend nornmal schools? Did the
institutions for the disabled cover all their needs? Wat was being done to
educate the public not to discrimnate against disabled children?

60. Addi tional strategies were needed to deal with donestic viol ence.
Acknowl edgenent of the existence of the problemwas often the first step to
dealing with it. Consideration should be given to the introduction of
restraining orders to renove violent family nenbers fromthe honme and all ow
themto receive non-custodial non-penal treatment while follow ng their nornal
course of life. Research had shown that the majority of perpetrators of
donestic violence could be helped in that way. The authorities in Muritius
mght find it helpful to consider nodels of such ways of dealing with

of fenders in order to select one that would best suit their society.

61. She asked what efforts were being nmade to ensure participation by
children in education, such as in the disciplinary process, the preparation of
curricula, the quality of courses and the expression of views on school life

i n general

62. Ms. SARDENBERG asked what ki nd of support services existed for fanilies
from di sadvant aged popul ati on groups and requested further information on the
hi gh concentration of single-parent fanilies in Rodrigues. She also asked
about the policy relating to maternity | eave and whether it was inplenented
uni formy throughout Mauritius.
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63. Had the Governnent's programe on H V/ Al DS prevention progressed and had
it been evaluated or studies carried out on problens such as discrimnation
agai nst persons infected with the HV virus? She was also interested in the
nedia's role in the AIDS prevention canpai gn

64. Ms. EUFEM O asked whether Mauritians understood the provisions of the
Convention relating to their right to raise children according to their
religious beliefs. Since the experience of appearing in court was traunatic
for a child, she wi shed to know whet her counselling or other methods of

nmedi ati on in donestic disputes were considered before | egal proceedi ngs were
i nstituted.

She al so asked what arrangenents were made for infants living with their
nothers in prison, as referred to in paragraph 52 of the report.

65. VWhat criteria, besides financial, were used in determining the fitness of
the extended famly to support a child? How did the Governnent expect to curb
the trend towards single-parent households if single persons were allowed to
adopt children? She wondered how stable a child' s life could be in sinple
adoptions where the child' s natural parents were involved in his upbringing,
and whet her the risk of the revocation of the adoption was not increased by
such invol venent .

66. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) said that the statistics on children who were
victins of violence and other fornms of abuse could be found on pages 14 and 15
of the witten replies. Police officers were expected to exercise discretion
and, when minors reported acts of violence perpetrated agai nst them the
police was required to conduct thorough investigations and take follow up
action on all reports.

67. Day-care facilities were provided for working nothers, within the neans
avail abl e, but there was still roomfor inprovenent. Wile foreign investors
were expected to respect the country's |abour |aws, they could not be expected
to meet financial demands which nmade their ventures unprofitable. The
Mauritian Governnment was committed to the inprovenent of social conditions and
woul d endeavour to inplenent the recomendati ons nmade by the Committee in that
regard.

68. There were very few abandoned children in Muritius, but no conprehensive
study had been conducted to deternine the extent of the problem

Par agraphs 88 to 95 of the report described the facilities and benefits

of fered by the Government and NGOs to disabled children and their fanmlies.
However, their needs in the areas of diagnosis, education and care required
further attention.

69. Child support and alinony paynments were enforced by the district courts
and, in cases of non-conpliance with obligations, assistance could be sought
fromlegal-aid clinics, probation officers and district magistrates. Al though
Mauritius had not yet ratified the Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption, the CGovernnent foll owed

devel opnents in private international lawto the best of its ability.

70. Ms. Karp's suggestion that Muritius shoul d consider nodel s used by
ot her countries was a good one, but the problemwas know ng which nodel to
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choose, as country profiles differed greatly. Technical assistance was highly
desirable, but, w thout the necessary resources, the Mauritian Government
could not inplenent the nmeasures recomended by experts.

71. The problem of single-parent fanmilies was greatest on the island of
Rodri gues, where the central Government of Mauritius had invested heavily in
the inprovenment of facilities in all sectors, particularly health and
educati on.

72. Twel ve weeks were granted as maternity | eave w thout exception throughout
Mauritius, and it was hoped that |egislation on paternity | eave would
eventual | y be adopt ed.

73. Informati on on the progress of the Al DS prevention programe was not
avai | abl e, but Mauritius had been successful in controlling the spread of the
di sease. Sex tourismwas strongly discouraged by the Governnent.

74. In reply to Ms. Eufem o's question on religious beliefs, he explained
that Mauritius had an ethnically diverse society and that the extended fanily
network was strong in all ethnic groups. Religious beliefs were passed on
within famlies, but persons were not prevented from changing their religion

75. Most adoptions in Mauritius were full adoptions because there was no
guar antee that sinple adoptions would not be revoked. Adoptions by single
parents, while possible, were unusual. The National Adoption Council had been

established to regul ate the adoption of Mauritian children by foreigners to
curb child trafficking for commercial purposes. The single case of a child
living in a Mauritian prison was being resolved and the child was to be
adopted by a close relative. The authorities had provided all the necessary
facilities for the accommopdati on of the child.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




