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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of the Lao People's Denpcratic Republic (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32,
CRC/ C/ Q LAQ 1) (cont i nhued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Kietisack and Ms. Vongsak
(Lao People's Denpcratic Republic) resuned their places at the Committee
tabl e.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Lao delegation to reply to
guestions asked by the Commttee at the precedi ng neeting.

3. M. KIETISACK (Lao People's Denocratic Republic), providing
clarifications on violations of children's rights, said that, at one tineg,
chil dren who nade accusations against their parents or guardi ans had been
regarded by society as being ungrateful; however, Lao attitudes had changed
and it was felt that children should be accorded greater rights and that any
vi ol ations thereof should be dealt with in the courts of law. That was
especially true for cases of incest, or abuse or violence in the famly
environnent. As a result, although beating was still wi dely recognized as an
accept abl e net hod of disciplining children, other nore cruel practices had
been nore or |ess elim nated.

4, Contrary to the information provided earlier, the consent of children
aged 10 and above was required for adoption

5. M. KOLOSOV said that reference had been made to society tolerating a

| ower age of sexual consent given the tradition of early marriage in certain
Lao regions. However, since article 120 of the Penal Code established

15 years as the age of sexual consent, an adult engaging in sexual intercourse
with a person under that age nust be held crimnally responsible. Such
practices should therefore not be tolerated by society, even where the
children involved gave their consent. Clearly there was a need for greater
awar eness and under st andi ng of such matters anobng the popul ati on sectors
concer ned.

6. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, referring to questions she had raised at the preceding
meeting, requested nore information on the Decree of the Prime Mnister's
Ofice No. 52 relating to free nedical treatment for children and students.
She asked to what extent the Decree had been inplemented and whether it was
part of a special project. How was it funded, given the country's difficult
econom ¢ situation?

7. She had already drawn attention to the different fornms of discrimnation
prevailing in Lao society and the Lao del egati on had responded by pointing out
that all fornms of discrimnation were punishable by |aw. However, she
wondered to what extent such penalties were applied. Perhaps it would be a
good idea to raise public awareness on the subject with a view to changi ng
attitudes and putting an end to all discrimnatory practices.
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8. Ms. KARP, referring to the difficulties involved in dealing with ethnic
traditions regarding early marri age, asked whether the Lao authorities had
considered the possibility of using judges to deci de whether conditions
warranted early marriage, particularly since parents often had a vested
interest in their children marrying at a young age.

9. The authors of the report were clearly aware of the existence

of different fornms of discrimnation that were not listed in the

Lao Constitution. Perhaps, since it was difficult to amend that instrunent,
suitabl e | egislation mght be introduced, based on article 2 of the
Convention. She stressed, nonetheless, that the Convention al so condemmed

de facto discrimnation such as disparities in the provision of services
between rural and urban areas and between the sexes. |In that connection, she
asked for nore information on the “rural devel opment programme”, “cluster
school systens” and “Basic Education Project” referred to in paragraphs 12
and 14 of the witten replies. Was it likely that the objectives of those
programes coul d be achieved? Also, it appeared that Lao professionals
preferred to work in the private sector where they were attracted by the high
sal aries, leaving the public services sorely |lacking. Wat steps were being
taken to reverse that trend?

10. On the subject of health and, nore specifically, the right to life, she
asked whet her the possibility of using nobile clinics had been considered with
a viewto reducing the very high nortality rate. WAs access to health
services provided for in resettlenent areas, where living conditions seened to
be very poor? The nmain thrust of the Convention was respect for the human
rights and, in particular, the dignity of children, a factor which should be
borne in m nd when devel oping rel evant policies and projects. How did the

Lao Government intend to achieve that objective?

11. Wth regard to the right of association, she asked whether there were
plans to introduce appropriate |egislation enabling non-governnental

organi zations (NGOs) to play a nore active role in Lao society. It was
obviously difficult for any State party to fulfil its obligations under the

Convention wi thout the assistance of such organi zations at grass-roots |evel.

12. Lastly, as of what age could children seek nmedical advice or treatnent
on personal matters w thout parental consent?

13. M. RABAH asked exactly what penalties were inposed on parents who
abused their children. Also, was it actually possible for a child to sue his
parents? The Lao delegation's earlier statenent seened to conflict with the
i nformati on given on the mninum|egal age for receiving |egal counselling

wi t hout parental consent.

14. He requested clarification on article 31 of the Fanm |y Law whereby
di vorced parents were entitled to change the name of their children. He would
al so wel cone nore information on adoption in general

15. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her children under the age of 18 were in fact
regarded as citizens under Lao | aw and guaranteed the fundanmental rights and
freedons listed in the Lao Constitution
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16. M. KIETI SACK (Lao People's Denocratic Republic), replying to questions
rai sed so far, said that, in accordance with article 120 of the Penal Code,
adul ts who had sexual intercourse with children under 15 were liable to
penalties. The Lao Fanmily Law established 18 as the age of sexual consent.
However, since anong certain ethnic groups marriage was traditionally
contracted as of 12, an average of 15 was accepted, but not encouraged as the
age of sexual freedom Further study was required to draft appropriate

| egi sl ation.

17. There were a nunber of conditions attached to early marriage. For

i nstance, it nust be voluntary on both sides; that was particularly inportant
in certain ethnic comunities where it was custonmary for parents to arrange
marriages and children were not free to marry without a parental bl essing.
Furt hernore, polygany was not all owed.

18. I ncest or sexual abuse by parents could result in prison sentences of
one to five years. The consent of the natural parents and children over 10
was required for adoption. The CGovernnment was paying particular attention to
t he question of inter-country adoption and carrying out negotiations with

nei ghbouring countries in order to prevent traffic in Lao children and abuses
in adoption procedures. He reserved the right to provide clarifications on
Lao citizenship and the relevant |egislation in due course.

19. Changi ng the name or birth date of a child cane within the conpetence of
the Fam |y Registration Bureau. A child could be given his father's or

not her's name and, in the event of conflict, usually arising fromthe child
failing to give his consent, the matter could be referred to a court of |aw

20. Under Lao law, it was the responsibility not only of parents and
guardi ans, but also of the social welfare services and the Orbudsman to
protect the rights and interests of children

21. There was no specific |egislation which |laid dowmn a m ni num age

for children to receive nedical assistance without parental consent.
Neverthel ess, he did not viewit as a problem for working parents were often
too busy to take their children to the doctor and young children were wel
accustoned to going on their own. |In the typically small Lao comunity,
doctors were familiar figures who could be easily approached.

22. Ms. VONGSAK (Lao People's Denpcratic Republic) explained that, under
Decree No. 52, nedical care was free for students and the indigent. Although
Laos was a poor country, such care was financed fromthe State budget, the
principle being that those in good health should pay health insurance and
medi ci ne for the poor should be financed fromthat source. Contributions were
to be increased in order to inprove health care.

23. Greater solidarity anpng ethnic groups was a priority concern of
governnment policy. Wile everyone was equal in the eyes of the |aw,
regardl ess of age, sex or ethnic origin, some discrimnation did in fact
exi st, although it was not systematic.

24. The main purpose of the Government's devel opnent project was to pronote
soci al and economi c devel opnent in rural and renote areas by founding schools
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and setting up dispensaries and production facilities in an attenpt to
guarantee the food supply and solve other problems. Provision had been nmade
in the budget for that high-priority project, which was intended to reduce
di sparities between urban and rural districts.

25. The survival of children had to be ensured by | owering the infant
nortality rate. The chief focus was on preventive nedicine and primary care,

i ncl udi ng vacci nation, and on health education. Medical staff were on hand in
di spensaries in rural areas, but not all villages had di spensari es.

26. As to the issue of |ocal associations, her Government considered that

t he Wonen's Uni on should | ook after wonen's and children's rights and
interests and hel p increase awareness of the benefits of vaccination and
primary medical care. At the grass-roots |evel, the Youth Union was
contributing to the education of young people. The Association of the Front
for National Construction was doing an especially useful job anong ethnic
groups by instructing the younger generation. The activities of those

organi zati ons were therefore conplenentary to the Government's endeavours. It
was thus plain that, if nore NGOs were to operate |locally, the Governnment's
efforts would be nore effective

27. In new settl ements where the head of the village was unfamliar with the
new envi ronnent, the focus was on setting up dispensaries, building schools
and closely nonitoring progress to ensure that new settlers did not suffer
from di sease.

28. M. KIETISACK (Lao People's Denocratic Republic) said that Lao
citizenship could be acquired at birth if both parents were Lao, chosen or
adopted if one parent was Lao or regained if it had been previously renounced.

29. The Governnent had a very firm policy banning any sex discrimnation and
both the Constitution and crimnal |aw contained provisions to combat such
discrimnation. 1In the elections in Decenber, the proportion of wonen nenbers
of Parlianment was to be raised to 20 per cent of the total. The Governnent
pursued a clear policy of positive discrimnation in favour of wonmen at the
representational |evel, since it considered that women were full nenbers of
society. Mreover, they made up the majority of the country's popul ation

30. There were | arge discrepanci es between services in urban and rura
areas. Strenuous efforts were being made to inprove public health and | ega
education in rural areas. Electricity and water had to be supplied to the
extremel y underdevel oped, renote regions where the majority of the popul ation
lived. Help for those areas was therefore a prinme aimof government policy.

31. The CHAI RPERSON, recognizing that great econonic and social changes were
under way in Laos, said that she was neverthel ess concerned about the
registration of births. Mst countries held popul ati on censuses every

10 years. Did Laos follow that policy? How many children under 18 were there
in that country?

32. The failure to register births had several inplications. It not only
made it inpossible to determ ne the size of the popul ati on and adopt adequate
social welfare policies, but it posed problens of identification. |If a person
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was not registered, he might be denied access to social services. It was
therefore crucial to register children so that they could receive health
care. The answer to question 19 of the list of issues indicated that there
were no neasures to guarantee inmediate registration and no penalties for
non-regi stration, yet experience had shown that the |ack of penalties would
make enforcement nonchal ant or inpossible. The Conmittee therefore
recommended that the Lao CGovernnent shoul d re-exam ne the issue and

i ntroduce measures to guarantee registration in all areas.

33. Ms. KARP asked whet her nobile registration stations could not be set up
in renote areas to rectify the situation

34. She understood that early marriage was conditional on the consent of al
parties, but she wondered whether a girl of 12 or 14 could really go agai nst
her parents' w shes and whether it could be assuned that, if the parents were
in agreement, the child was too. There should be sone objective nmachinery for
studying the matter of consent and protecting the child' s best interests.

35. Wth regard to human rights in general and human dignity in particular
she pointed out that corporal punishment was not in conformty with the
Convention. She had | earned that corporal punishment was prohibited in Lao

schools. That was commendable. Was it, however, still condoned in fanilies
and institutions? Wat was the position of the Lao Government? Did it regard
“reasonabl e” or “light” corporal punishnent as violence against the child?

Shoul d parents be taught alternative nmeasures or was such puni shment accepted
as sonething traditional to be left to the parents' discretion? The
Committee's position was that, even “light” corporal punishnent was contrary
to articles 19, 28, 37 and 40 of the Convention. The Lao Governnent's
assertion in its report and witten replies that the ill-treatment of children
was prohibited still left the question of corporal punishment by parents open

36. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked for assurances that children fromethnic mnorities
were registered and not discrimnated against. Mreover, she wel coned the
Governnment's answer to question 20 of the list of issues on the pronotion of
children's literature. Steps should be taken to extend those neasures to
rural areas. Was the concept of human rights taken into consideration in that
regard? Children's literature could deal with sonme of the principles enbodied
in the Convention and was an excellent way of fanmiliarizing children, and even
adults, with the Conventi on.

37. In reply to question 21 of the list of issues, it had been stated

that steps had been taken to regul ate the dissenm nation of information. How
did the Governnent detect fraud, especially in respect of the sale or

di ssem nation of information or filnms which had been banned? Did controls

or censorship exist for material intended for children? She wel coned the
partici pati on of young people in youth clubs and associ ati ons. How were they
organi zed? Were young people free to express their opinions in those
associations or did they have to follow the official government line? Dd
real freedom of expression exist in those organizations?

38. Ms. PALME said research had shown that the education and health of the
girl child was a precondition for the sustainable devel opnent of society. The
education of girls, especially those belonging to ethnic mnorities, was
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vital. Early marriage jeopardized a girl's health, above all if it was
followed by childbirth when the girl was still very young. Grls had to be
given nore information about reproductive health. Enphasis on birth spacing
was not enough. As a result of the H V/ Al DS epidem c, boys and girls now had
to be given sex education in school at an earlier age than in the past.

39. The CHAI RPERSON, referring to freedom of association, asked whether the
Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union was purely political. Did trade unions
exi st in Laos and were children entitled to join then? Children in Laos were
traditionally represented by their parents or older relatives, but did that
practice also apply to the Youth Union? How free were young people to express
their own views, rather than those of their parents? It had been affirnmed
that youngsters over 16 or 18 years of age were encouraged, or allowed, to
join certain groups. Did that extend to peer advocacy groups, so that persons
of that age could hel p di sadvantaged children in renpte or rural areas gain a
better understanding of their basic human rights?

40. Ms. VONGSAK (Lao People's Denmpcratic Republic) said that efforts were
bei ng made to send nobile teans or clinics to rural areas to care for the
popul ati on, especially children. Medical staff were in attendance at

di spensaries in those areas where they existed. They provided sone health
care, for exanple during pregnancy, as well as mdw fery services.

41. Vil l age heads registered newly born children and each famly had a
famly book. No discrimnation of any kind was all owed agai nst children of
any ethnic community.

42. Chil dren had constitutionally guaranteed freedomto express their ideas
in school and in nmass organi zations and could enter witing conpetitions.

News and photographs with a negative nmessage were a matter for the Mnistry of
Cul ture, which was |ikew se responsible for controlling inports of video filns
and prohibiting pornographic or erotic filnms in order to protect children from
their harnful inpact.

43. Heal th education was included in the national school curriculum and, as
a result, primary school children were well informed about health and sex.
Children were entitled to express their ideas and opinions. There was no
limt to the exercise of their freedom of expression. Children could display
their knowl edge and give free rein to their imagination in what they wote.

44, The disparities that existed between urban and rural areas did affect
children. The aimof the rural devel opment project was to conbat such

under devel opnent. Young people in towns had easier access to schools and
better opportunities, but steps were being taken to inprove the |lot of rura
children. The Wbnen's Union, the Mnistries of Health and Education and al
sectors of society had a duty to contribute to the devel opnent of rural areas
in order to provide the children living there with inproved health and sex
education.

45. As stated in the answer to question 22 of the list of issues, the
Wonen's Union was not a political, but a mass organi zation. Young peopl e aged
over 15 were entitled to join the Youth Union and participate inits
activities. Al young people were encouraged to do so. They could |ikew se
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join trade unions, irrespective of whether they were nenbers of the Wonen's
Uni on or the Youth Union, because trade unions | ooked after workers

interests. The Wonen's Union, nenbership of which was voluntary, brought

t oget her wormen of 16 and over and hel ped themto acquire education and play a
useful role in society. The Youth Union was for young people, the Wnen's

Uni on catered for wonen's interests and trade unions protected workers

rights. Al those organi zations were nass organi zations and they all made a
substantial contribution to the Governnent's public health-care progranmre.

The Young Pi oneers, an offshoot of the Youth Union, |ooked after teenagers and
young worren.

46. M. KIETI SACK (Lao People's Denocratic Republic), replying to the
guestion on popul ation figures, said that his del egati on was not at present
able to provide statistics for the popul ati on group under 18 years of age, but
woul d be glad to supply themto the Comrittee at a |later stage. GG eat

i nportance was attached to the registration of births, and systematic records
were kept: it could be that a few children had escaped registration, but such
cases were exceptional. Failure to register a birth was punishable by |aw
The sane requirenents applied in the case of nenbers of ethnic groups.

47. Efforts were nade to di scourage marri ages between young peopl e

under 18 years of age, but he believed that nore radical neasures were needed
to end the practice. The beating of children by parents was now considered a
very outdated form of punishnment and was in fact prohibited by |aw although

he adm tted that unfortunately it did still occur

48. Hi s country regarded the Convention as an inportant tool for
guaranteeing that the rights of the child were respected and would do all it
could to ensure that it was inplenented. Laos was still only at the beginning

of the inplenentation process and was aware of its shortcom ngs, but was
determined to persist inits efforts.

49. The CHAI RPERSON, thanking the Lao delegation for the replies it had
given, invited the Committee to consider the section of the [ist of issues
entitled “Fam |y environnent and alternative care” (paras. 25 to 30).

50. Ms. OUEDRAGO noted that there appeared to be a contradiction in the
Governnment's reply to question 27, which stated that it was guaranteed that
children of divorced parents retained contact with both father and nother, but
al so that there were no neasures to ensure that such contacts were maintai ned.
It was vital that the best interests of the child should be taken into account
and she did not believe that the grandparents al one would be able to ensure
that the child' s enotional needs were net.

51. The reply to question 29 stated that adoption of Lao children by
foreigners was no |onger authorized. Had any machi nery been established to
detect violations of the law in that respect and what action did the
Governnment intend to take to prevent them in view of the fact that it

had not ratified the Hague Convention on Inter-Country Adoption?

52. Wth reference to question 30, she would |ike to know whet her any

machi nery exi sted which woul d enable children to conplain of ill-treatnent.
Such machi nery was needed in order to give children who had suffered abuse the
confidence to speak out, thus preventing |lasting damage to their future

devel opnent .
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53. Ms. KARP noted fromthe reply given by the Governnent to question 28
that no welfare systemexisted to provide for the maintenance of children in
cases of desertion by the father. She pointed out that, under the Convention
a State party had an obligation to assist such children. Some countries had

i ntroduced a system whereby the State paid mai ntenance for the child and could
al so sue the father for failure to provide such mai ntenance; that system was
an effective one, since the State had nore power than the individual to take
such action. Had Laos considered introduci ng such a systenf

54. On the question of the placenent of children in institutions, she asked
whet her there were any regul ations to guarantee that the requirenents of the
Convention were nmet, notably with regard to a periodic review which would
cover such issues as the need for the child to remain in the institution, the
quality of the staff, whether the personal integrity of the child was

guar ant eed and whet her machi nery exi sted whereby the child could nmake

conpl aints of abuse to an independent body.

55. Regardi ng the problem of abuse within the famly, she understood that

no research had been carried out which would indicate the extent of the
phenonenon or its causes and that there were no statistics on the nunber of
victinms, on how the | aw was enforced, on what role was played by the police or
on how conplaints were dealt with. 1n addition, no rehabilitation programes
had been established. Laos was now beginning to realize that the problem

exi sted and she would like to know how it planned to cope with it and in
particul ar whether it would be adopting an interdisciplinary approach focusing
not only on the prevention of the abuse, but also on the treatnment of the
victim

56. Ms. OUEDRAGO said that she would appreciate a reply to her earlier
guestion on the responsibility of fathers within the hone.

57. M. KIETISACK (Lao People's Denocratic Republic), replying to the
qgquestion on how the interests of the child were safeguarded in cases of
conflict between parents and particularly in cases of divorce, said that
usually the child would stay with the nother if she was consi dered responsible
enough to guarantee the child's welfare and the father would automatically be
given a right of access. 1In sone cases, the court would nake a specific order
guar ant eei ng such right of access, but such cases were rare. Although

di vorces did occur in his country, access by a separated parent to a child was
not regarded as a problem

58. On the question of the responsibility of the father within the hone, the
Fam |y Law clearly stated that both father and nother had a common duty to
care for the child. Wile the closest bond was of course between the child
and the mother, the father also had specific duties, particularly since, by
tradition he bore the nain responsibility for the care of his wife and famly.

59. The | aw prohibiting the adoption of Lao children by foreigners was
strictly enforced at the local and district |evels and by the inmmgration
authorities. His delegation had already replied to the question on how a
child could conplain of ill-treatnment by parents: in his country, any
probl ems or conflicts within the home could easily be nade known, since Lao
society was a very small and close-knit one in which everyone knew everyone
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el se, unlike the |arge urban societies of the West. As for nmechanisnms to
guarantee the welfare of the child in case of divorce or abandonment by the
parents, the duties of parents towards their children were clearly spelt out
inthe Famly Law. Failure to fulfil those duties could result in action
bei ng brought against the famly by the social welfare authorities, the Youth
Uni on or the Whnen's Union, but such cases were unconmon. In practice,

chil dren abandoned for econonic reasons woul d be | ooked after by neighbours in
the sane village or placed in the care of nonks in the |ocal tenple.

60. The Governnent carefully nonitored children's institutions to ensure the
wel fare of children in their care. |In the case of ill-treatnent, either the
children thenselves or the local comunity could sue the body responsible.
There were many channel s whereby such cases could be brought to the attention
of the police or the | ocal authorities, who could then, if necessary, initiate
court proceedings.

61. No systemto provide rehabilitation for children who had suffered
ill-treatnment had yet been established in his country, partly due to a | ack of
expertise in the field of child psychology. Nor was there yet any specific
plan to prevent such problens from occurring, although Laos was still in the
process of |earning nore about the issue and hoped to forrmulate such a plan in
the future.

62. Ms. KARP asked whet her the problem of donestic violence was in the sane
category as the problemof child abuse in the sense that no research had been

done, no statistics were available and no programmes or rehabilitation centres
exi sted. The two problens should be tackled together, since they were closely
related and could hardly be differenti ated.

63. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, noted that

the Government's reply to question 25 of the list of issues indicated that
probl ems concerning children born out of wedl ock were rare, since
traditionally they would be cared for by relatives. However, it was stated
in paragraph 79 of the report that, under the Penal Code, failure to provide
financi al support to children was puni shable by “public criticisnf. She would
appreciate nore information on that point and, in particular, on whether
public criticismwas the full extent of the punishnent envisaged. Wre
children born out of wedlock stigmatized or discrimnated agai nst by society
in general and what evidence was there that the births of such children were
regi stered?

64. She was not entirely clear about the procedures governing adoption

Par agraph 88 of the report stated that applications for adoption had to be
made to the village administrative authorities: she would |like to know

whet her those authorities had the professional conpetence necessary to dea
with such matters and whether the courts played any part in the proceedi ngs.
There did not appear to be any provision in the Famly Law to guarantee that
the best interests of the child were taken into account in adoption cases. In
view of the fact that inter-country adopti on was now prohi bited, were there
any proposals to revise the Fanmily Law in order to bring it into line with the
rel evant provisions of the Convention?
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65. In cases where children had been separated fromtheir parents follow ng
a court decision, was there any possibility of the famly being reunited once
the parents had indicated that they had understood the negative effects of
their behaviour? In the absence of social services, was there a body that
could alert the court to the changed situation?

66. M. KIETI SACK (Lao People's Denopcratic Republic) said that donestic

vi ol ence was not wi despread in his country, although no statistics were

avail abl e since no systematic records were kept. |In the past, socia

attitudes towards children born out of wedl ock had been negative, but today
there was no discrimnation. Parents found guilty of ill-treating their
children would sinply be sumoned to court and publicly repri manded. That was
because, under Lao crimnal law, such ill-treatnent was regarded as a

m sdeneanour. The procedures governing adoption were fairly sinple: the

| ocal authorities at the village |level would receive the application, which
they would then forward to the district level for registration. The child's
consent to the adoption would be required if he was over 10 years of age. The
procedure was a purely adm nistrative one and the courts had no conpetence in
the matter. As yet, no specific neasures had been taken to revise the
procedure to bring it into line with the Convention

67. Al t hough there were no | egal provisions to that effect, it was in fact
possible for children to be reunited with parents found guilty of violence or
ot her offences towards them provided that the parents gave a public
undertaking to reformtheir behaviour. Normally, the local authority at the
village | evel would decide in such cases.

68. Ms. KARP pointed out that the Convention required that, where adoption
was concerned, the best interests of the child should be the paranount
consideration; it also required States parties to ensure that the adoption of
a child was authorized only by the conpetent authorities. After hearing the
replies given, she was concerned that there was no procedure to guarantee
that, even if the parents agreed to give their child for adoption, its best
interests would be taken into account.

69. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked what neasures had been taken to deal with cases of
adopted children who were failing to flourish in their adopted famlies. Wre
there any | egal provisions governing the adoption of children for financia
gain, a practice which she understood was on the increase in devel oping
countries? \What steps were being taken by the Governnment to prevent the
exploitation of children by their own famlies?

70. M. RABAH, noting that, under article 31 of the Lao Constitution al
citizens enjoyed freedom of expression and associ ati on, asked for further

i nformati on on the way in which children in particular were enabled to express
their views. Wth regard to the worl dwi de problemin which children of a
broken marri age between partners of different nationalities were kidnapped by
one parent and taken fromthe country of residence of the other, he wondered
what action Laos took in such cases to ensure the best interests of the child
were secured. Were any agreenents, as recommended in article 11, paragraph 2,
of the Convention, in force between Laos and other countries?
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71. Ms. PALME said it was clear that Laos was doing its best to conbat
somewhat high rates of infant and nmaternal nortality and pronote child
survival. How were those efforts being affected by emerging problens |ike the
advent of the AIDS pandem c? Although achi evenents such as overcom ng i odi ne
deficiency and providing sanitation and safe drinking water were to be

appl auded, nuch remained to be done to conbat the very high I evel of

mal nutrition prevailing in the country, especially in renpte rural areas.

Mal nutrition was not only a threat to child safety in itself, but it increased
the risk of other diseases. She hoped that Laos would continue its
partnership with UNI CEF and ot her international agencies in the fight against
mal nutrition and that support for that effort would continue to be forthcom ng
fromthe international conmunity

72. The CHAI RPERSON said that, while efforts were being made to tackle high
infant nortality and norbidity, shortcomngs in health-care delivery stil
appeared to exist, especially in conbating malnutrition, where appropriate
government policies to address the issue appeared to be |lacking. The report
had provided information on the health of infants and young chil dren, but had
made no reference to the health care provided for teenagers. Did Laos collect
any statistics relating specifically to teenage health? Wat was the

i nci dence of teenage pregnancies in the country and how were the authorities
tackling the problen? |f sex education programes were provided in schools,
did they adequately address the problem of preventing teenage pregnancy?

73. Since the report had nmerely given the nunber of cases of H V/ AIDS, she
asked for nore information on the situation relating to the disease in Laos,
whi ch was surrounded by countries with a high incidence of AIDS. Wre any
preventive progranmes in place? Ws any health education on AIDS provided in
schools or to the general public?

74. Noting that the report referred to an average famly size of six, she
asked what fam |y planning services were provided in Laos and whet her any
education was provided on fanm |y planning matters.

75. Ms. KARP asked whet her abortion was pernmitted in the case of teenage
pregnancy and whether facilities were available for such abortion. Since Laos
had as yet few cases of HIVVAIDS, it had the opportunity to make advance pl ans
for encouragi ng appropriate action and the devel opment of appropriate
attitudes. She asked what happened, for exanple, to children who were
carriers of H V/AIDS or exposed to the disease. Wre such children allowed to
continue to attend school? Could they seek testing for the disease on their
own initiative? Wat neasures existed for the treatment of children found to
have HI V/ Al DS?

76. In view of the fact that drug abuse, which also affected children
appeared to be a problem she asked what drug rehabilitation progranmes

exi sted for children and whether there were any staff trained in the
rehabilitation of children who abused drugs. Wre there adequate facilities
to offer treatnent to every child seeking rehabilitation?

77. M. KOOSOV said that international cooperation to overconme health-care
probl ems was a prinme necessity. He asked whether Laos was satisfied with the
cooperation it was already receiving in that area from WHO and UNI CEF, since
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it appeared that it had not been possible to inplenment the national plan of
action for lack of resources. However, in addition to direct action on
matters affecting the health of children, it was very inportant to build up a
body of statistical data relating to all aspects of children's health care.
Was enough assi stance being received from WO and UNICEF in that vital area?

78. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that econom c devel opnent appeared to have brought
with it an increase in road traffic and an attendant rise in the nunber of
accidents, in particular accidents involving teenagers on nopeds. She asked
whet her any road safety canpaign targeted at children or even the genera
public was in place to pronote safer driving practices.

79. Ms. KARP, referring to the tendency of health professionals to move to
private practice, asked whether any steps, such as offering incentives, were
bei ng taken to encourage such staff to remain in the public sector

80. She asked whet her any research was being carried out into the inpact on
child nortality of accidents in the hone, the street or the playground and
whet her any plans had been nade to try to prevent such accidents.

81. Ms. VONGSAK (Lao People's Denpcratic Republic) said that, although Laos
had many health problens to cope with, particularly in rural areas, it had had
some successes, such as in the iodization of salt and the provision of greater
access to safe drinking water and good sanitation, which had been achi eved as
a result of international cooperation and assistance from VWHO, UN CEF and

ot her agencies and bilateral cooperation fromfriendly countries. The

probl ems continuing to face the country, malnutrition in particular, would
gradual |y be overcome through the continuation of such cooperation

82. Laos was nmaking efforts to introduce sex education into schools. In
addition, the Wonen's Uni on had been asked to | aunch educati on canpai gns on
the subject ained at children, especially those at the senior secondary schoo
| evel .

83. The country's birth spacing programme was working well; mothers were
very glad to be able to space pregnancies, a formof famly planning that

hel ped them inprove their situations, decide how many children they wi shed to
have and devote nore tine to the children they did have. Information on the
subj ect was provided to couples imrediately upon marriage. Internationa
cooperation in the field was very hel pful

84. Deci sions on abortion in cases where there were already a | arge nunber
of children in a famly or where there was too short an interval between
pregnanci es were submtted to the National Commi ssion for Mthers and
Children, but required the joint consent of w fe and husband as well as a
favourabl e nmedical opinion. There was no restriction or prohibition on
seeki ng abortion, which was considered a right.

85. The level of HHV/AIDS in the country was |ow, as 176 persons had tested
H V positive and only 38 of whom had full-blown AIDS. In only two cases was
the infected person under 18 years of age. Laos was about to | aunch an

ext ensi ve canpai gn, channelled through the nmedia, wonen's unions and youth
organi zations, to provide general information about H V/ AIDS and hel p prevent
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the spread of the disease. Since there had as yet been no case of H V/ Al DS
anong school children, no information could yet be given on the status of such
children. The two cases under 18 were not at school and were able to go for
bl ood tests on their own initiative. Mst persons did not voluntarily cone
forward for HV testing, however; if they came for nedical exam nations, it
was usual |y because another disease was present. \Were the necessary bl ood
testing was unavail able, nobile teans had been organi zed for the purpose.

86. Work was under way with the National Conm ssion on Drugs on the best way
to provide for rehabilitation of drug abusers. The very little drug abuse
found among children in the country was dealt with by educati onal neans.

Heal th professionals were sent abroad for training in howto deal with cases
of drug abuse.

87. Many international organizations and non-governnental organizations were
hel pi ng Laos overcome its public health problens. Areas in which such support
was particularly active were i munization and birth spacing. The country was
endeavouring to neet the target of eradication of polionyelitis by the

year 2000 and was happy with the international support it was receiving to
that end. Continuing support for such progranmes was of course needed and
woul d be wel coned fromthe international conmunity and friendly countries.

88. M. KIETISACK (Lao People's Denpcratic Republic) said that the | aw
enforcenent authorities and the public prosecutor's offices were involved at
the local level in the control and nonitoring of adoption cases. Children
could not be wi thdrawn from adopti on once the procedure had been conpl eted

wi thout a court ruling on the matter. Adoption in return for payment of a sum
of noney or other transaction did exist, but its extent was not clear
Tradi ti onal adoption practices, even though often in the best interests of the
child, sonetinmes involved the exchange of | arge sunms of noney, but efforts
were being made to di ssuade people fromthe practice. Any abuse in that area
was subject to penalties under crimnal law. The econom c exploitation of
children was another difficult issue, as specific instances were often
difficult to detect. Sonetines the enploynment of a child forned part of the
educational process preparing himfor adult life.

89. Freedom of expression and associ ati on was guaranteed by the Constitution
to all, whether child or adult. Children could express their views on socia
and ot her issues at school or through youth organi zations. Children's
writings and poens were published and al so broadcast on radio and tel evision
In addition, children were interviewed on radio and tel evision progranmmes,
where they had an opportunity to state their opinions.

90. The ki dnapping of a Lao child and its renpval fromthe country by a
parent not of Lao nationality would not necessarily, in view of the difficult
econonmic situation in the country, be regarded as a crimnal offence if the
intent was to give the child a better life. However, his country had as yet
no agreenents on illicit transfers of children in place with other countries.
The only field in which international |egal agreenents were in preparation was
extradition.
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91. Abortion was in general considered a crimnal offence, but was permtted
in strictly defined cases. The nunber of road accidents had soared in the
past two years, particularly in the cities. They were generally caused by

i gnorance of traffic regulations or by drunk driving. A very high proportion
of young people were anong the victins of such accidents. Efforts were being
made to educate the public, both children and adults, on all aspects of road
safety through radio, television and other nedia.

92. Efforts were also being made to slow the drain of specialists fromthe
country and the public sector by persuading people of their patriotic duty to
support their country at a difficult tine. It was recognized that, despite
the limted resources available, there was a need gradually to increase the
current very low income of public servants. The recent financial turbul ence
in the region was, however, increasing difficulties in that respect.

93. The CHAI RPERSON, wel coming the efforts the country was meki ng on behal f
of disabled children, said it was surprising that the Mnistry of Education
appeared not to be included anong the nministries involved in the recently
established National Conmittee for Disability. Had the Governnent any pl ans
to expand educational training for the disabled as a whol e?

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




