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1 The Committee considered the initia report of Equatorial Guinea (CRC/C/11/Add.26),
submitted on 12 September 2003, at its 989th and 990th meetings (see CRC/C/SR.989

and 990), held on 24 September 2004, and adopted at the 999th meeting (CRC/C/SR.999),
held on 1 October 2004, the following concluding observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the State party’ sinitial report, as well asthe
detailed written repliesto itslist of issues (CRC/C/Q/GNQ/1), which gave a clearer
understanding of the situation of children in the State party. It nevertheless regrets that the initial
report was submitted almost 10 years after its due date. It further notes with appreciation the
high-level delegation sent by the State party and welcomes the constructive and frank dialogue.

B. Positive aspects
3. The Committee notes with appreciation:

(@ The establishment of a National Plan of Action for Children (1992) and a
National Children’s Rights Committee (1997);

(b) The Adoption of the Education Law (1995) establishing compulsory, free and
guaranteed primary school and the Labour Act regulating child labour (1990);

(© The adoption and implementation of a National Plan on Education for All, which
resulted in some improvements in education;
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(d) The ratification of:

— The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, in February 2003;

— TheWorst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1989 (No. 182), in 2001,

— The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, in 2003;

— The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, in 1997.

C. Factorsand difficultiesimpeding the implementation of the Convention

4. The Committee notes that the State party became independent in 1968 and that only
recently (1992) hasit initiated a process of democratization. The Committee also notes that the
State party continues to face serious economic, social and political challenges, including the poor
economic conditions in which most of the population live and the persistence of traditional
attitudes and behaviours that hinder the implementation of the rights of the child.

D. Principal areasof concern and recommendations
1. General measures of implementation
L egidation

5. The Committee notes the efforts undertaken by the State party to examine the
compatibility of the domestic legislation with the Convention and that the Constitution and some
laws have been adopted to harmonize the existing legis ation with the Convention and other
international human rights standards. It also welcomes the information that a new Family Code
Is being prepared in a consultative process. However, the Committee is concerned about the
effective implementation of the existing laws and that in some cases newly enacted legislation
does not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the Convention or other international
human rights standards. It also raises concern about the fact that some customary laws are
incompatible with the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Committeeis
particularly concerned about the application on a subsidiary basis of a number of Spanish laws
dating back to the period before independence.

6. The Committee recommendsthat the State party continue and complete its efforts
to draft a new Family Code and ensurethat the new Code aswell asthe other lawsarein
full confor mity with the principles and provisions of the Convention and other
international human rights standards, and that national laws prevail over conflicting
customary laws. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party ensurethe effective
implementation, dissemination and publication of the new laws and amendmentsto
existing ones. It further recommendsthat the State party repeal or amend all provisions of
Spanish law that are incompatible with the Convention.
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National Plan of Action

7. While the Committee notes the adoption of a National Plan of Action for Children
1992-2000, it is concerned at the lack of infor mation about a new National Plan of Action
for Children.

8. The Committee recommends that the State party develop and implement a new
comprehensive National Plan of Action for Children aiming at therealization of the
principles and provision of the Convention and which takesinto account “ A world fit for
children”, the outcome of the special session of the General Assembly held in May 2002.

Coordination

9. While the Committee notes the establishment of the National Children’s Rights
Committee (CNDN) in 1997 and its role in the coordination and evaluation of the
implementation of the Convention, it is concerned at the fact that the Committee is not
effectively functioning. The Committeeis aso concerned at the lack of coordination of the State
party’ s activities at the level of ministries and between the national and local levels.

10. The Committee recommendsthat the State party reconsider the composition of the
CNDN - aswell asof itsprovincial and district committees - by ensuring itsinter sectoral
and multidisciplinary nature and NGO participation, and provideit with adequate
financial and human resources. It also recommendsthat the State party create within its
administration a body in charge of coordinating all the activitiesfor the implementation of
the Convention, both at the interministerial level and between the national and local levels.
Finally, the Committee recommends that the State party undertake measuresto improve
the capacity and quality of the civil service, particularly in relation to the implementation
of the Convention. The State party should seek technical and other assistancein this
regard from, inter alia, UNICEF.

Independent monitoring

11.  The Committee is concerned at the absence of an independent mechanism with a mandate
to regularly monitor and evaluate progress in the implementation of the Convention and which is
empowered to receive and address individual complaints.

12. In light of its General Comment No. 2 on national human rightsinstitutions and the
Paris Principles (General Assembly resolution 48/134, annex), the Committee encour ages
the State party to undertake all necessary measuresto develop and establish an
independent and effective mechanism, provided with adequate human and financial

resour ces and easily accessibleto children, that monitorsthe implementation of the
Convention, deals with complaints from children in a child-sensitive and expeditious
manner and providesremediesfor violations of their rightsunder the Convention.

Resour cesfor children

13.  While the Committee welcomes the State party’ s commitment made in 1997 to
allocate 40 per cent of al its oil revenuesto the social sector, it regrets that the necessary
measures have not been taken to fully meet this commitment. It also regrets the lack of
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information about the budget allocated to social expenditures for children, including for health,
welfare and education, at the central and local levels. The Committeeis concerned that
budgetary allocations are insufficient to respond to national and local priorities for the protection
and promotion of children’srights.

14.  The Committee urgently recommendsthat the State party meet as soon as possible
its commitment made in 1997 and spend 40 per cent of all itsrevenues on the social sector.
The Committee also recommends that the State party pay particular attention to the full
implementation of article 4 of the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocationsto
ensureimplementation of the economic, social and cultural rights of children, in particular
those belonging to economically disadvantaged groups, “to the maximum extent of ...
available resour ces and, wher e needed, within the framework of international

cooper ation”.

Data collection

15.  The Committee regrets the lack of comprehensive and up-to-date statistical datain the
State party’ s report.

16. The Committee recommendsthat the State party develop a system of disaggr egated
data collection covering all areas of the Convention and ensurethat all data and indicators
are used for the formulation, monitoring and evaluation of palicies, programmes and
projectsfor the effective implementation of the Convention. The State party should
consider seeking technical assistancein thisregard, inter alia, from UNICEF.

Cooper ation with civil society

17.  The Committee is concerned about the limited number of NGOs working for the
promotion and protection of the rights of the child and about the reported low level of
cooperation between the Government and the national civil society organizationsin this regard.
It isalso concerned about existing legidation (e.g. Law No. 1 of 1999) that seemsto limit NGO
activities.

18.  The Committee emphasizesthe important role civil society playsasa partner in
implementing the provisions of the Convention, and recommendsthat the State party
promote closer cooperation with NGOs, review related legislation and consider involving
inter national NGOs, especially rights-based ones, and other sectors of civil society working
with and for children more systematically throughout all stages of the implementation of
the Convention.

Training/dissemination of the Convention

19. In the light of the State party’ s statement in the report that alarge part of the population is
unaware of the Convention, the Committee is concerned about the lack of information on
activities to disseminate the principles and provisions of the Convention, and on training
activities undertaken by the State party for teachers, judges, police officers, officials at
correctiona institutes.
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20. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake public awareness campaigns aimed at children, parentsand the
publicin general, informing them about the content of the Convention and the waysit can
be implemented;

(b) Develop systematic education and training programmes on the provisions of
the Convention for all professionalsworking with and for children (e.g. teachers, judges,
lawyers, parliamentarians, law enforcement officials, civil servants, local gover nment
officials, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for children, health
per sonnel including psychologists and social workers).

2. Definition of the child

21.  The Committee notes that the State party’ s legidation sets 18 years old as the age of
majority, but is concerned about the application of the Spanish laws from before 1968 with
regard to the minimum legal age for criminal responsibility and marriage. It isaso concerned
about the young age at which girls can marry according to traditional customs and about the high
number of girlswho do marry early.

22.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party review the age limits set by
different legidation affecting children, in particular the Spanish laws from before 1968, to
fully ensurethat they arein confor mity with the principles and provisions of the
Convention. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party take all necessary
measuresto prevent illegal, early and/or forced marriages.

3. General principles
Non-discrimination

23.  The Committeeis concerned that societal discrimination and cultural practices persist
against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls, children born out of wedlock, children
with disabilities, children belonging to ethnic minorities and children from poor and rural
families, and that the measures taken to prevent and combat this discrimination are insufficient.

24.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party increaseits effortsto ensurethe
implementation of existing laws guar anteeing the principle of non-discrimination and full
compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and compr ehensive
strategy, including through awareness-raising, to change attitudes and values and eliminate
discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular girlsand
children from poor and rural families.

25. TheCommitteerequeststhat specific information be included in the next periodic
report on the measures and programmesrelevant to the Convention undertaken by the
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State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001
World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance, and taking account of General Comment No. 1 on the aims of education.

Best inter ests of the child

26.  The Committee is concerned that in actions concerning children, the general principle of
the best interests of the child contained in article 3 of the Convention is not always a primary
consideration, in particular in anumber of Spanish laws from before 1968, which the State party
continues to apply on asubsidiary basis.

27.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party review itslaws, policies and
practicesto ensurethat article 3 of the Convention isduly reflected therein and that this
principleistaken into account when administrative, policy, court or other decisionsare
made. It further recommendsthat the State party collaborate with local authorities, NGOs
and community leader s to develop awar eness-raising campaignsregarding the general
principle of acting in the best interest of the child.

Respect for the views of the child

28.  The Committee notes with concern that little attention is given to the views of the
children in the family and in the adoption of public policies, and that traditional practices and
attitudes still limit the full implementation of article 12 of the Convention, in particular for girls.

29.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take all necessary measur es,
e.g. amending itslegisation, to fully reflect article 12 of the Convention so that any child
“who is capable of forming hisor her own views’ can expressthose viewsfreely. It also
recommendsthat the State party develop a nationwide campaign to increase public
awar eness of the participatory rights of children, particularly at thelocal levelsand in
traditional communities, and encour age respect for the views of the child in families,
schools, and the care and judicial systems.

4. Civil rightsand freedoms
Birth registration

30.  The Committee notes the efforts undertaken by the State party regarding the registration
of births, but remains concerned about the very low percentage of births that are registered and
about the lack of afunctional registration system, as well as at the low level of public awareness
of the obligation to register children at birth.

31. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the Committee urgesthe State party to
continue and strengthen, as a matter of priority, its effortsto ensure a coordinated system
for theregistration of all children at birth, covering the whole of the country, including
through awar eness-raising campaigns, as well asto continue its cooperation in thisregard
with, inter alia, UNICEF.
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Freedom of expression and accessto information

32.  The Committeeis concerned at the information that freedom of expression and opinion is
limited in the State party as well as at the lack of libraries, and about the limited information it
received concerning the practical implementation of articles 13-17 of the Convention.

33. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party continue and strengthen the
promotion of freedom of expression in schools and other places, inter alia by means of
student publications and other means. It also recommendsthat the State party increasethe
number and quality of librariesand consider the establishment of mobilelibrariesfreely
accessible for children, and that it provide the Committee with more concr ete and detailed
information on the implementation of articles 13-17 of the Convention in its next report.

Corporal punishment

34.  The Committeeis concerned that corpora punishment is not expressly prohibited by law
and iswidely practised and socially accepted. It also notes with concern the lack of available
data on ill-treatment of children, including corporal punishment, beating and depriving children
of their liberty as a punishment.

35. TheCommitteerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Expressly prohibit corporal punishment by law in the family, schools and
other institutions,

(b)  Carry out public education campaigns about the negative consequences of
ill-treatment of children and promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline as an
alternativeto corporal punishment;

(© Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF in thisregard.
5. Family environment and alternative care

36. The Committeeis concerned at the weakening of family support for children, whichis
also demonstrated by the fact that less than 50 per cent of children live with both parents due to
various factors including urbanization, very-large-scale poverty, the increase of HIV/AIDS, a
deterioration of traditional solidarity and a high level of promiscuity.

37.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party continue and strengthen its
efforts, including viathe Ministry of Social and Women'’s Affairs, to give priority to the
development and implementation of adequate measuresto support vulnerable families,
such assingle-parent families.
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Alternative care

38.  While the Committee welcomes the existence in the country of institutions where the
many orphans in the State party can be accommodated, as well as the information that a new one
isunder construction, it recalls that the institutionalization of children should always be a
temporary measure of last resort, professionally indicated and in the best interests of the child. It
is aso concerned about the lack of information on the systematic review of the situation of
children living in these institutions.

39.  TheCommitteerecommendsin thisregard that the State party:

(@ Ensurechildren are placed in institutions only following proper judicial
proceedings and that children in institutions maintain contact with their parentsor other
caregivers, and that it facilitate, when possible, return of institutionalized children to their
families or extended families;

(b)  Adequately regulate the placement of children in institutions and ensure
periodic reviews of placement, in light of article 25 of the Convention. It also recommends
that the State party increase the support services and financial assistance for foster care
families;

(© Provide adequate training to judges, caregivers and other professionals.
Parental responsibility

40.  The Committee is concerned that some customary laws automatically grant parental
authority to the father in the event of parental separation or divorce.

41. TheCommittee recommendsthat the State party ensurethat when judicial
proceedings or family councils decide to grant one parent custody of the child, the decision
be taken based on the principle of the best interests of the child and with the child
expressing hig’her views. The State party should also ensurethat both parents have
common responsibilitiesfor the upbringing and development of the child and receive
adequate legal and other assistance in thisregard, and that they are adequately informed
of their rightsand responsibilities, particularly in the case of separation or divorce.

Adoption

42.  The Committeeis concerned about the lack of appropriate domestic legisation regul ating
adoption procedures in accordance with article 21 and other relevant provisions of the
Convention, and the lack of information on the practices of domestic and intercountry adoption.

43.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party take the necessary legisative and
other measuresto ensurethat the laws and regulations on adoption arein conformity with
article 21 and other provisions of the Convention and consider theratification of the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of I ntercountry
Adoption. It further recommendsthat the State party provide specific information on the
practices of domestic and intercountry adoption in its next report.
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Abuse and neglect

44.  The Committee notes with concern information indicating a high level of tolerance of
promiscuity in families, the lack of information available on child abuse in the family and that
legislation for the protection of children from sexual abuse does not expressly prohibit sexual
intercourse with minors that are the offender’ s natural children.

45.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake studies on domestic violence, ill-treatment and abuse (including
sexual abuse within the family) in order to adopt effective laws, policiesand programmesto
combat all forms of abuse;

(b) Develop a national system for receiving, monitoring and investigating
complaints and, when necessary, prosecuting casesin a manner that is child-sensitive and
respectsthevictims' privacy;

(© Reform legidation on child abuse in the family to expressly prohibit sexual
abuse;

(d)  Set up acomprehensive and nationwide response system that is designed to
provide, where appropriate, support and assistance to both victims and per petrator s of
family violence, rather than only intervention or punishment, and that ensuresthat all
victims of violence have access to counselling and assistance with recovery and
reintegration, while preventing stigmatization of victims of abuse;

() Seek technical assistance from, among others, UNICEF, in thisregard.
6. Basic health and welfare

46.  The Committee notes with appreciation the efforts undertaken by the State party to
extend the coverage of the health and basic sanitation services. However, the Committeeis very
concerned that despite decreases in the infant mortality rate, under-five mortality rate and
maternal mortality rate, these rates remain very high. It isfurther concerned at the high
incidence of malnutrition and that significant numbers of poor families lack access to services,
including safe drinking water and sanitation facilities, which contributes to the spread of
communicable diseases. The Committeeis aso concerned about the weak levels of community
participation in the promotion of health, and about insufficient budgetary allocations for health
services.

47.  The Committee recommendsthat the State party:

(@) Continue expanding access to health services, in particular in rural areas,
and increase the competence of health personnel;

(b)  Strengthen theimplementation and coordination of existing health policies
and programmes, in particular the National Action Plan (1992-2000), the Expanded
Programme of Immunization, and the Drinking Water and Environmental Health
programmes,
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(© Facilitate greater accessto primary health services; continue to reduce the
incidence of maternal, child and infant mortality; prevent and combat malnutrition,
especially amongst vulnerable and disadvantaged groups of children; and promote proper
breastfeeding practices,

(d) Ensurethe provision of adequate financial and human resour cesfor the
effectiveimplementation of the health programmes.

Children with disabilities

48.  The Committeeis concerned at the absence of statistical data and a comprehensive policy
for disabled children, who continue to face discrimination in particular with regard to their
integration in society, access to education, health and participation in socia and cultura life.

49, In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunitiesfor Personswith
Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee's
recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on therights of children with
disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(@ Take effective measures to collect adequate and disaggregated data on
children with disabilities and use such data to establish a comprehensive policy and
appropriate programmes and ensure that children’srights are adequately integrated into
them;

(b) Undertake all necessary measuresto combat discriminatory attitudes
towards children with disabilities, particularly amongst children and parents, and promote
their participation in all aspects of social and cultural life;

(© Formulate a strategy that includes appropriate teacher training, to ensure
that all children with disabilities have access to education and, wherever possible, that they
areintegrated into the mainstream education system;

(d) Undertake awar eness-raising campaignsto sensitize the public, and parents
in particular, about therights and special needs of children with disabilities;

(e Allocate further resourcesfor special education, including vocational
training, and for the support given to families of children with disabilities;

) Seek technical cooperation for thetraining of professional staff working with
and for children with disabilities from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.

HIV/AIDS

50.  The Committee welcomes the efforts undertaken by the State party to address the spread
of HIV/AIDS, e.g. the National Programme to fight HIV/AIDS, which provides for free and
universal antiretroviral medication, but remains very concerned at the increasing prevalence of
HIV/AIDS amongst adults (mainly women) and youth and the increasing number of children
orphaned by HIV/AIDS. The Committeeis concerned at the lack of alternative care for these
children.
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51. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Increaseitseffortsto prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, taking into account
the Committee’'s General Comment No. 3 on HIV/AIDS and therightsof the child and the
International Guidelineson HIV/AIDS and Human Rights;

(b)  Strengthen its measuresto prevent mother-to-child transmission, inter alia
through coordination with the activitiesaimed at reducing mater nal mortality;

(© Pay particular attention to children who areinfected themselves or who have
become or phans because of HIV/AIDS, by providing adequate psychological and material
support involving the community;

(d)  Strengthen or establish campaigns and programmesto raise awar eness about
HI1V/AIDS among adolescents, particularly among those belonging to vulnerable groups, as
well as among the population at large, so asto reduce discrimination against children
infected and affected by HIV/AIDS;

(d) Ensurethe provision of adequate financial and human resour cesfor the
effective implementation of the National Programme on HIV/AIDS;

(e Seek further technical assistance from, inter alia, UNAIDS.
Standard of living

52.  Given the significant growth rate of the gross domestic product in the State party, the
Committee is deeply concerned about the persistence of widespread poverty and the till large
number of children who do not enjoy the right to an adequate standard of living, including
adequate housing and other basic services.

53. In accordance with article 27 of the Convention, the Committee recommends that
the State party develop and implement, as a matter of high priority, an effective national
plan for thereduction of poverty, including the provision of support and material
assistance to economically disadvantaged families, and guarantee theright of the child to
an adequate standard of living. The Committee also recommendsthat the State party seek
international cooper ation and assistance whenever necessary.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

54.  The Committee notes the adoption of the Education Law (1995) and welcomes the
establishment of the National University of Equatorial Guinea (1995) and the State party’s
efforts to increase enrolment rates in primary education, e.g. through the National Plan on
Education for All. However, it is concerned that enrolment and literacy levels are still low,
particularly in secondary and pre-primary education, and that there is a significant disparity
between the number of boys and girls attending school. It also notes with concern the
persistence of cultural and traditional perceptions of girls that limit their access to education.
The Committeeis also concerned about the lack of financial and material resources for the
implementation of the educational programmes and about the lack of trained teachers.
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55.  The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

€)] Continueits effortsto reform the educational system, e.g. by adopting the
L aw on the Educational Refor m (Ley Reglamentaria de la Reforma Educativa);

(b)  Continueto strengthen measures aimed at increasing enrolment ratesin
primary and basic education, in particular for girls;

(© Expand public provision of early childhood education and increase the
number of trained pre-school teachers, and raise awar eness amongst parents about the
value of early childhood education;

(d)  Strengthen and expand efforts at teacher training and expand recruitment of
qualified teachers, in particular women and personsfrom all ethnic groupsfor education in
mother tongue programmes,

(e Include human rights education as part of the curriculum;

) Undertake an analytical study of children who drop out of school and those
who arerepeaters, with a view to formulating appropriate strategies to remedy these
problems;

(9) Ensurethe provision of adequate financial and human resourcesfor the
effective implementation of the educational programmes, in particular the National Plan
on Education for All;

(h)  Seek technical assistance from UNESCO and UNICEF.
8. Special protection measures
Economic exploitation

56.  The Committee welcomes the State party’ s ratification of ILO Conventions No. 138 and
No. 182 in 2001 and takes note of the adoption in 2004 of the new law against smuggling of
migrants and trafficking in persons. Nevertheless, it remains concerned at the significant number
of children, especially girls, working on the street and as domestic servants and about the lack of
effective implementation of the labour laws and mechanisms to control child labour.

57. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a survey of the number of children working, including as
domestic servantsand in the agricultural sector, in order to design and implement
comprehensive strategies and policiesto prevent and combat economic exploitation in these
sectors,
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(b) Ensuretheimplementation of legislation fully covering article 32 of the
Convention and 1L O Conventions No. 138 and No. 182, taking due account of the
Minimum Age Recommendation, 1973 (No. 146), the Wor st Forms of Child Labour
Recommendation, 1999 (No. 190) and the comments made by the ILO Committee of
Expertson the Application of Conventions and Recommendations;

(© Undertake awar eness-raising campaignsto prevent and combat the
economic exploitation of children;

(d)  Strengthen cooperation with countriesfrom which cross-border child labour
originatesin order to combat the economic exploitation of those children;

(e Seek assistance from the I nternational Programme on the Elimination of
Child Labour (ILO/IPEC) and UNICEF, among others,

Sexual exploitation and trafficking

58.  The Committeeis concerned at the growing number of child prostitutes in the streets of
the State party’ s capital. It isalso concerned that the State party’ s report lacks specific data on
sexual exploitation and trafficking of children and information on legislation on sexual
exploitation.

59. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party:

(@) Undertake a study of the sexual exploitation of children in order to assessits
scope and causes, enable effective monitoring of the problem and develop measures and
programmes, including social reintegration programmes, to prevent, combat and eliminate
it;

(b) Develop and adopt a national plan of action against sexual exploitation and
trafficking of children, taking into account the Declaration and Agenda for Action and the
Global Commitment adopted at the 1996 and 2001 World Congr esses against Commer cial
Sexual Exploitation of Children;

(© Train law enfor cement officials, social workersand prosecutorson how to
receive, monitor, investigate and prosecute complaintsin a child-sensitive manner that
respectsthe privacy of thevictim;

(d)  Seek technical assistance from among others, UNICEF, ILO and WHO.
Juvenilejustice

60.  The Committeeis deeply concerned about the lack of ajuvenile justice system in the
country. In particular, the Committee is concerned about the lack of juvenile courts and about
the detention of persons below 18 with adults, in very poor conditions and without access to
basic services.
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61. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party ensurethe full implementation of
juvenilejustice standards, and in particular articles 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention, as
well the United Nations Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Administration of Juvenile
Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Delinquency (the Riyadh Guidelines), the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty and the Vienna Guideinesfor Action on Children in
the Criminal Justice System, and of the recommendations of the Committee made at its day
of general discussion on juvenilejustice (CRC/C/46, paras. 203-238). In thisregard, the
Committee recommendsthat the State party, in particular:

(@) Set up independent and effective juvenile courts,

(b) Limit by law thelength of pre-trial detention and ensurethat the lawfulness
of such detention isreviewed by a judge without delay and regularly;

(© Improve the conditions of detention and imprisonment of per sons below 18,
notably by establishing special institutionsfor them with conditions suitableto their age
and needs;

(d) Investigate, prosecute and punish any case of mistreatment committed by
law enfor cement personnel, including prison guards, and establish an independent,
child-sensitive and accessible system for the receipt and processing of complaints by
children;

(e Ensurethat children deprived of their liberty remain in regular contact with
their familieswhilein the juvenile justice system, notably by informing parentswhen their
child is detained,;

) Request technical assistancein the area of juvenile justice and policetraining
from, inter alia, OHCHR and UNICEF.

9. Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child

62.  The Committee notes that the State party has not ratified the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

63. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

10. Follow-up and dissemination
Follow-up

64. The Committeerecommendsthat the State party take all appropriate measuresto
ensure full implementation of the present recommendations, inter alia, by transmitting
them to the member s of the Council of Ministersor the Cabinet or asimilar body, the
Parliament and to provincial or State governments and parliaments, when applicable, for
appropriate consideration and further action.
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Dissemination

65. TheCommittee further recommendsthat theinitial report and written replies
submitted by the State party and the related recommendations (concluding observations) it
adopted be made widely available, including (but not exclusively) through the Internet, to
the public at large, civil society organizations, youth groups, professional groupsand
children in order to generate debate and awar eness of the Convention, itsimplementation
and monitoring.

11. Next report

66. In light of the recommendation on reporting periodicity adopted by the Committee
and described in thereport on itstwenty-ninth session (CRC/C/114), the Committee
underlinesthe importance of areporting practicethat isin full compliance with the
provisions of article 44 of the Convention. An important aspect of States parties
responsibilitiesto children under the Convention isensuring that the Committee on the
Rights of the Child hasregular opportunitiesto examine the progress madein the
Convention’simplementation. In thisregard, regular and timely reporting by States
partiesiscrucial. Asan exceptional measure, in order to help the State party catch up with
itsreporting obligations so asto be in full compliance with the Convention, the Committee
invitesthe State party to submit its second, third and fourth reportsin one consolidated
report by 14 July 2009, the due date for the submission of thethird report. That report
should not exceed 120 pages (see CRC/C/118). The Committee expectsthe State party to
report thereafter every five years, asforeseen by the Convention.



