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1. The Committee considered the initial report of Benin (CRC C/ 33/ Add. 52)
at its 543rd to 545th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 543-545), held on 26
and 27 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt roduction

2. The Conmittee wel cones the submission of the State party's initia
report which followed the established guidelines and included substantive
statistical information on the situation of children. The Conmittee also
takes note of the witten replies to its |list of issues (CRC/C QBEN1). The
Committee is encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dial ogue it had
with the State party and wel cones the positive reactions to the suggestions
and recommendati ons made during the discussion. The Conmittee acknow edges
that the presence of a high-ranking delegation directly involved in the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention allowed for a fuller assessnent of the
situation of the rights of children in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee notes the efforts undertaken by the State party to ensure
that the principles and provisions of the Convention are wi dely known. In
particular, it notes the State party's recent initiative to translate the
Convention into seven |ocal |anguages and to work in cooperation with the

| ocal media to encourage the broadcasting of programres on child rights and
the Convention, in local |anguages, throughout various regions of the country.
The Committee wel conmes the State party's use of child-friendly materials, such
as the children's magazine entitled “The Adventures of Sika”, in the pronotion
of the Convention and its principles.

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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4, The Committee appreciates the State party's initiatives within the
school environnment. In this regard, it welcones the inplenentation of the new

education policy which ainms to promote and facilitate increased schoo
attendance of girls; enhance the quality of basic education by inproving the
| evel of teacher training and providing a nore positive |earning environnment;
and increase the overall access to basic education. The Conmittee notes the
i ntroduction of popularization programmes in the State party's six
subprefectures to pronote and encourage respect for children's rights as part
of both the formal and informal educational systemin the context of the
Educati on and Community Project supported by UNI CEF

5. The Committee notes the efforts by the State party in the area of child
| abour and economic exploitation and in particular the 1994 study which led to
the inmplementation of a programme of action ainmed at preventing children from
entering the | abour market; inproving the conditions of work of children as a
first step towards the elimnation of child |abour; abolishing child |abour in
hazardous activities; and raising awareness of children, parents, enployers
and the public at |arge of the dangers of early work for children. In this
regard, the Cormittee wel comes the State party's 1996 cooperati on agreenent
with the International Labour Ofice (ILO for the inplementation of the

I nternational Programme for the Elimnation of Child Labour (I1PEC)

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

6. The Committee acknow edges that the econonmic and social difficulties
facing the State party have had a negative inpact on the situation of children
and have inpeded the full inplenmentation of the Convention. |In particular it

notes the inpact of the structural adjustnment programme and the increasing
| evel of unenpl oynent and poverty. The Conmittee further notes that the
limted availability of skilled human resources al so adversely affects the
full inplementation of the Convention.

D. Subjects of concern and the Committee's recomendati ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

7. The Committee notes the recent efforts of the State party to draft a
Personal and Fanmily Code that takes into account the situation of children.
In this regard, the Commttee further notes the State party's proposal to
undertake a review of all legislation relating to children's rights with a
view to drawi ng up a conprehensive children's code along the lines of the
draft Personal and Famly Code. The Comrittee renmains concerned, however,
that domestic legislation, and in particular the Dahomey Code of Custonmary
Law, still does not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the
Convention. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to take all necessary
measures to ensure the early enactnent of the draft Personal and Famly Code.
The Committee reconmends that the State party inplement its proposal to
undertake a review of its donestic legislation to ensure full conformty with
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the principles and provisions of the Convention and facilitate the enactnent
of a conprehensive children's code. 1In this regard, the Commttee further
recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia,
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF

8. The Conmittee notes the establishment of the Benin Conmittee for Human
Ri ghts which is open to receiving and handling conplaints fromchildren, but
regrets that insufficient efforts have been nade to facilitate the
participation of children, traditionally discouraged from maki ng conpl aints.
The Conmittee further notes the establishment of the National Monitoring
Conmittee on the Inplenentation of International Human Ri ghts Instruments
(1996), but regrets that its broad nmandate does not adequately allow for the
specific monitoring of children's rights. The Committee is concerned that the
State party has not yet established a national institution to deal with the
coordi nati on and inpl enentati on of the Convention and that these activities
continue to be di spersed between several different agencies with mniml human
and financial resources. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that
exi sting nonitoring nechanisns incorporate a child-rights focus.

Additionally, the Cormittee recomrends that the State party enpower an

exi sting national institution or establish a new one to coordi nate and

i mpl ement the Convention, including at the community | evel.

9. The Conmittee is concerned that the current data collection mechanismis
insufficient to afford the systemati c and conprehensi ve col |l ection of

di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data for all areas covered by the
Convention in relation to all groups of children in order to nonitor and

eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with
respect to children. The Committee reconmends that the system of data
collection be reviewed with a view to incorporating all the areas covered by
the Convention. Such a system should cover all children up to the age of 18
years, with specific enphasis on those who are particularly vul nerabl e,
including children with disabilities, girls, in particular girls who have run
away fromtheir guardi ans, known as “Vidonegons”, children living in renote
rural areas, children living in poverty, children Iiving and/or working on the
street, refugee and asyl um seeking children, children in the juvenile justice
system children of single-parent famlies, children born out of wedl ock,
children born of incestuous relations, sexually abused children, and
institutionalized children. Technical cooperation in this area from inter
alia, UNICEF is encouraged.

10. While noting the State party's recent introduction of a specia

tel ephone hotline for children to deal with conplaints of violations of their
rights and to provide remedies for such violations, the Commttee is concerned
that efforts have not been nmade to include social workers and NGGs in the
project and to ensure adequate training for all officers currently assigned to
field calls. The Committee recomends that efforts be made to introduce an
awar eness raising canpaign to facilitate the effective use of the hotline and
to ensure accessibility to all children throughout the State party. The
Committee further reconmends that the State party take the necessary neasures
to provide adequate training for all personnel assigned to work with the
hotli ne services.
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11. The Committee notes the inpact of economic policies and the structura

adj ust rent programe whi ch has had adverse effects on social investment. The
Committee remains concerned that in light of article 4 of the Convention, not
enough attention has been paid in allocating budgetary resources in favour of

children “to the maxi mum extent of (...) available resources”. In light of
articles 2, 3, and 6 of the Convention, the Comm ttee encourages the State
party to pay particular attention to the full inplenentation of article 4 of

the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure inplenentation
of the econom c, social and cultural rights of children, to the maxi num extent
of avail able resources and, where needed, within the framework of

i nternati onal cooperation

12. Wil e recogni zing the efforts of the State party to pronote awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Committee remains
concerned that professional groups, children, parents, and the public at |arge
are generally not sufficiently aware of the Convention and the rights-based
approach enshrined therein. The Committee reconmends that greater effort be
made to ensure that the provisions of the Convention are wi dely known and
understood by adults and children alike, residing in both rural and urban
areas. In this regard, it encourages the State party to continue its efforts
to make the Convention available in all |ocal |anguages. The Conmttee
further reconmmends the reinforcement of adequate and systematic training

and/ or sensitization of professional groups working with and for children
such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenment personnel, teachers, schoo

adm ni strators, health personnel, including psychol ogists, social workers,
officials of central or |ocal adm nistration and personnel of child-care
institutions. The Committee encourages the State party to al so seek nmeasures
to raise the awareness of the nedia and the public at |arge of the rights of
the child. It further suggests that the State party seek to ensure that the
Convention is fully integrated into the curricula at all levels of the
educational system In this regard, the Comrittee suggests that the State
party seek technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, UNICEF and the United Nati ons Educati onal
Scientific and Cul tural Organization

2. Definition of the child

13. The Committee expresses concern at the |ow mninmum | egal age for
marriage of girls - 15 years under the Civil Code and 14 years under the
Dahomey Code of Custonmary Law. The Conmmittee is particularly concerned about
the disparity between the mnimum | egal ages for the marriage of boys

(18-20 years) and that of girls. The Committee regrets that the new draft
Personal and Fanmily Code still does not adequately address these concerns in
conformty with the Convention. The Committee reconmends that the State party
reviewits legislation, especially that relating to the | egal ages for
marriage and crimnal responsibility, in order to bring it into conformty
with the provisions of the Convention.

3. General principles

14. While the Commttee takes note of the draft Personal and Fam |y Code, it
remai ns concerned that the State party does not appear to have fully taken
into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its genera



CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 106
page 5

principles as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opment) and 12
(respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its admnistrative
and judicial decisions, as well as in its policies and programes rel evant to
children. It is the Conmittee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken
to ensure that the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy
di scussi on and deci sion-nmeki ng, but are also appropriately integrated in al

Il egal revisions as well as in judicial and adm nistrative decisions and in
proj ects, programes and services which have an inpact on children

15. VWhile the Commttee notes that the principle of non-discrimnation
(article 2) is reflected in the Constitution as well as in other donestic
legislation, it is still concerned that measures adopted to ensure that al

children are guaranteed access to educati on and health services and are
protected against all fornms of exploitation are insufficient. O particular
concern are certain vul nerable groups of children, including children with
disabilities, particularly nmental disabilities; girls, particularly

“Vi domegons”; children living in renote rural areas; children living in
extrene poverty; children living and/or working on the street; refugee and
asyl um seeking children; children in the juvenile justice system children
born out of wedl ock; children of incestuous relations; and institutionalized
children. The Commttee recommends to the State party to increase its efforts
to ensure inplenmentation of the principle of non-discrimnation and ful
conpliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to the
vul nerabl e groups.

16. VWhile the Committee notes the efforts of the State party, it remins
concerned that infanticide continues to be practised, particularly in rura
conmunities and on infants with disabilities. The Committee reconmmends that
the State party seek to fully inplenent article 6 of the Convention and take
measures, including those of a |legal nature, to prevent and di scourage
infanticide and protect infants and guarantee their right to life, surviva
and devel opnment. In this regard, the Committee further recomends the

i ntroduction of education and awareness-rai sing programmes to change societa
attitudes.

17. The Committee is concerned that traditional practices and attitudes
still limt the full inplementation of article 12 of the Convention. The
Committee recomrends that the State party seek to develop a systematic
approach to increasing public awareness of the participatory rights of
children and encourage respect for the views of the child w thin schools,
famlies, and the care and judicial systens.

4. Civil rights and freedons

18. The Committee notes the enactnent of donestic |egislation to guarantee
registration at birth and the proposed establishment of new | egal provisions
for the inplenmentation of civil registries, particularly in renote rura
conmunities. However, it remains concerned that many children are still not
regi stered. The |ack of awareness about registration procedures and the |ack
of adequate procedures and mechanisnms in this regard are also matters of
concern for the Committee. 1In light of articles 7 and 8 of the Convention
the Committee reconmends that all necessary neasures be taken to ensure that
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birth registration is nmade accessible to all parents within the State party.
The Conmittee al so recommends that efforts be made to rai se awareness anong
governnment officers, comunity |eaders and parents to ensure that all children
are registered at birth.

19. VWhile the Commttee is aware that corporal punishnment is prohibited by
law in schools, it remains concerned that traditional societal attitudes
continue to encourage the use of such punishment within the famly, schools,
the care and juvenile justice systens and generally within society. The
Committee recomrends that the State party reinforce neasures to raise

awar eness of the negative effects of corporal punishment and ensure that
discipline in famlies, schools and all institutions is admnistered in a
manner consistent with the child's dignity and in conformty with the
Conventi on.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

20. The Committee is concerned about the |ack of policies and progranmes to
provi de gui dance and assi stance to parents in fulfilling their parenta
responsibilities. The Committee recommends that the State party seek to
establish policies and programes to provide gui dance and assi stance to
parents and to enhance their parental skills.

21. Wth respect to the situation of children deprived of a famly
environnent, the Comm ttee expresses its concern at the insufficient nunber of
alternative care facilities and the [ ack of support for existing ones.
Concern is al so expressed about the quality of living conditions in
alternative care institutions; the inadequate nonitoring of placements; and
the limted nunber of qualified personnel in this field. The increasing

i nci dence of abandonnment is also a matter of concern for the Conmittee. The
Committee recomrends that the State party devel op additional programes to
facilitate alternative care, including foster care, provide additiona
training for social and welfare workers and establish i ndependent conpl ai nt
and nonitoring nechanisns for alternative care institutions. It is also
recommended that the State party increase its efforts in providing support,
including training for parents, to discourage the abandonnent of children

22. The Committee notes that the State party has enacted |l egislation to
regul ate domestic adoptions. While it is noted that the State party has

di scontinued intercountry adoptions, the Committee renmains concerned at the
absence of legislation, policies and institutions to regulate intercountry
adoptions. The lack of nonitoring with respect to both donestic and

i ntercountry adoptions and the w despread practice of informal adoptions are
al so matters of concern. In light of article 21 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party introduce proper nonitoring
procedures with respect to both donestic and intercountry adoptions, in order
to prevent the abuse of the practice of informal adoption and guarantee the
protection of the rights of children in this regard. Additionally, it is
recommended that the State party take all necessary measures, including |ega
and adm nistrative ones, to regulate intercountry adoptions. The Conmittee
further encourages the State party to consider the possibility of acceding to
t he Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.
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23. The | ack of appropriate measures and nechani sms to prevent and conbat
ill-treatnment, neglect and abuse of children, including sexual abuse; the |ack
of appropriate resources (both financial and human); the | ack of adequately
trai ned personnel to prevent and conbat abuse; as well as the | ack of

awar eness and information, including statistical data on these phenonena, are
al so matters of concern. In light of article 19, the Comrittee reconmends
that the State party undertake studies on donestic violence, ill-treatment and
abuse, including sexual abuse, in order to understand the scope and nature of
these practices, and that it adopt adequate neasures and policies to
contribute to changing attitudes. It also reconmends that cases of donestic
violence and ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse
within the famly, be properly investigated within a child-friendly judicia
procedure and that sanctions applied to perpetrators, with due regard given to
protecting the right to privacy of the child. Measures should also be taken
to ensure the provision of support services to children in |egal proceedings,

t he physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the
victinms of rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation, in
accordance with article 39 of the Convention, and the prevention of
crimnalization and stigmatization of victims. The Conmittee recomends that
the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia, UN CEF

6. Basic health and welfare

24, While noting the State party's recent initiative to increase its
budgetary all ocation for the expansion of its vaccination programe, the
Conmittee remains concerned that the overall allocation to health has
systematically decreased within recent years. The Committee notes with
concern the health situation of children within the State party and in
particular the limted access to basic health care for children, high
maternal, child and infant nortality rates, relatively short period of

br east f eedi ng, poor weaning practices, high rate of malnutrition, poor
sanitation and linmted access to safe drinking water, especially in rura
comunities. The Committee recommends that the State party allocate
appropriate resources and devel op conprehensive policies and programmes to

i nprove the health situation of children; facilitate greater access to primary
heal th services; reduce the incidence of maternal, child and infant nortality,;
i nprove breastfeeding practices; prevent and conbat mal nutrition, especially

i n vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups of children, and increase access to
safe drinking water and sanitation. Additionally, the Commi ttee encourages
the State party to consider technical assistance for the Integrated Managenent
of Childhood Il nesses and ot her nmeasures for child health inprovenent from
inter alia, UNICEF and the Wrld Health Organi zation

25. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the limted availability
of programes and services and the | ack of adequate data in the area of

adol escent health, including accidents, suicide, violence and abortion. The
Conmittee is particularly concerned with the high and increasing incidence of
t eenage pregnancy and HI V/ AIDS and sexually transmtted di seases (STDs). The
Committee notes with concern that the 1920 | aw continues to prohibit the use
of contraceptives, including for health purposes, and to inpede the ful

i mpl enentation of fam ly planning programes, including the safe notherhood
initiative. The Conmittee recommends that the State party increase its
efforts in pronoting adol escent health policies, particularly with respect to
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accidents, suicide and violence, and in strengthening reproductive health
education and counselling services. |In this regard, the Conmttee also
recommends the inclusion of nen in all training programmes on reproductive
health. The Conmittee further suggests that a conprehensive and

mul tidisciplinary study be undertaken to understand the scope of adol escent
heal th probl ens, including the negative inpact of early pregnancy as well as
the special situation of children infected with, affected by or vulnerable to
H V/ AIDS and STDs. Additionally, it is recommended that the State party
undertake further neasures, including the allocation of adequate human and
financi al resources, to devel op youth-friendly counselling, care and
rehabilitation facilities for adol escents that would be accessible, w thout
parental consent, where in the best interests of the child. The Commttee
recomends that the State party repeal the 1920 | aw concerning fanm |y planning
and the use of contraceptives.

26. The Committee notes with concern the limted efforts of the State party
to introduce adequate neasures to eradicate the practice of female genita
mutilation (FGW and other harnful traditional practices affecting the health
of girls, including early and forced marriages. The Committee reconmends t hat
the State party strengthen its efforts to conbat and eradi cate the persistent
practice of FGM and other traditional practices harnful to the health of
girls. In this regard, the Conmittee further urges the State party to carry
out sensitization progranmres for practitioners and the general public to
change traditional attitudes and di scourage harnful practices.

27. The Committee expresses its concern at the absence of |egal protection
and the |l ack of adequate programes, facilities and services for children with
disabilities, particularly nmental disabilities. 1In light of the Standard

Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
(CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/96) and the Conmittee’ s recomendati ons
adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69), it is recommended that the State party develop early
i dentification programmes to prevent disabilities, increase its efforts to

i mpl enment alternatives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, establish special education programes for children with
disabilities and further encourage their inclusion in society. The Conmttee
further recommends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the
trai ning of professional staff working with and for children with
disabilities. International cooperation from jinter alia, UN CEF and WHO can
be sought to this effect.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

28. The Committee notes the recent initiatives of the State party to inprove
the situation of education and in particular to increase school attendance of
girls by elimnating the paynent of fees for them However, the Conmittee
remai ns concerned that girls are still denied access to education and that
sonme school administrators continue to resist the new educational policy,
asserting that the nonpaynment of school fees for girls inpacts negatively on

school budgets. 1In this connection, the Conmttee is also concerned that sone
children, including those living in poverty and in renote rural comunities,
still do not have access to education. Wth respect to the general situation

of education, the Conmittee notes with concern the extent of overcrowding;
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hi gh drop-out, illiteracy and repetition rates; |ack of basic training

mat eri al s; poorly maintained infrastructure and equi pnent; shortages of

t ext books and other materials; and the |imted nunmber of trained teachers.
The State party is encouraged to continue its efforts to pronote the schoo
attendance of girls and to introduce neasures to limt the inpact of its
policy concerning the nonpaynent of fees for girls on school budgets. The
Committee recomrends that all appropriate nmeasures be taken to inprove the
qual ity of education and to provide access for all children within the State
party. In this connection, it is reconmended that the State party seek to
strengthen its educational system through cl oser cooperation with UN CEF and
UNESCO. The State party is further urged to inplenment additional measures to
encourage children to stay in school, at |east during the period of conpul sory
educati on.

8. Special protection neasures

29. Wil e recognizing the State party’s openness to hosting refugees from
nei ghbouring States, the Commttee remains concerned at the |ack of adequate

| egal provisions, policies and programes to guarantee and protect the rights
of refugee, asylum seeki ng and unacconpani ed children. The Conmttee
recommends that the State party develop a |l egislative franework for the
protection of refugee, asylum seeking and unacconpani ed children and i npl enent
policies and progranmes to guarantee their adequate access to health,
education and social services.

30. VWhile the Committee notes the initiatives by the State party in the area
of child I abour and econom c exploitation and in particular the recent study
and followup activities undertaken in this regard, it remains concerned at
the situation of “Vidonegons”, children enployed in the agricultural sector
and children engaged as apprentices in the informal sector. The Conmittee
encourages the State party to inprove its monitoring nechani snms to ensure the
enforcenent of |abour |aws and protect children from econom c exploitation
especially those engaged as donestic workers, agricultural |abourers and
apprentices. The Committee al so suggests that the State party consi der

rati fying ILO Convention No. 138 concerning M ninmm Age for Admi ssion to

Enpl oyment .

31. The Committee is particularly concerned at the high and increasing

i nci dence of drug and substance abuse anong the youth; the | ack of |ega
provisions in relation to narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances; and the
limted psycho-social and nedi cal progranmres and services available in this
regard. In light of article 33 of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends
that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including |egislative,
adm ni strative, psycho-social, and educational neasures, to protect children

fromthe illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances and to
prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such
substances. In this context, it is further recomrended that programes be

i ntroduced within the school environnent to educate children about the harnfu
effects of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances. The Comrittee al so
encourages the State party to support rehabilitation programmes dealing with
child victinms of drug and substance abuse. |In this regard, the Conmittee
encourages the State party to consider seeking technical assistance from
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inter alia, UNI CEF, WHO and the United Nations International Narcotics Contro
Boar d.

32. The absence of adequate information, including disaggregated statistica
data, on the situation of sexual exploitation of children is a matter of
concern for the Committee. 1In the light of article 34 and other rel ated

articles of the Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party
undertake studies with a view to designing and inpl ementi ng appropriate
policies and neasures, including care and rehabilitation, to prevent and

conmbat the sexual exploitation of children. It also recommends that the State
party reinforce its legislative framework to fully protect children from al
forms of sexual abuse or exploitation, including within the famly. It is

al so recommended that the State party consider the ratification of the
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qthers of 1949.

33. VWile the Cormittee notes the efforts of the State party, it remins
concerned at the increasing incidence of sale and trafficking of children
particularly girls, and the |lack of adequate |egal and other neasures to
prevent and conbat this phenomenon. |In the light of article 35 and other

rel ated articles of the Convention, the Committee recomends that the State
party review its legal framework and strengthen | aw enforcenent, and intensify
its efforts to raise awareness in conmunities, in particular in rural areas.
Cooperation with nei ghbouring countries through bilateral agreements to
prevent cross-border trafficking is strongly encouraged.

34. While the Committee notes that a juvenile justice system has been
established within the State party and that reforns are envisaged in this
regard, it remains concerned about:

(a) The general situation of the administration of juvenile justice
and in particular its conpatibility with the Conventi on and ot her recognized
i nternational standards;

(b) The absence of juvenile courts in sonme regions;

(c) The situation of overcrowding in detention facilities; the
hol ding of minors in adult detention facilities;

(d) The lack of reliable statistical data on the nunmber of children in
the juvenile justice system

(e) The i nadequacy of regulations to ensure that children remain in
contact with their famlies while in the juvenile justice system

() The insufficiency of facilities and programes for the physica
and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of juveniles.

The Conmittee recommends that the State party:
(a) Take additional steps to reformthe systemof juvenile justice in

the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of
other United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations
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Standard M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile

Del i nquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) Consi der deprivation of |liberty only as a measure of |ast resort
and for the shortest possible period of time, protect the rights of children
deprived of their liberty, and ensure that children remain in contact with
their famlies while in the juvenile justice system

(c) I ntroduce training progranmes on relevant international standards
for all professionals involved with the systemof juvenile justice;

(d) Pursue its proposal to request technical assistance in the area of
juvenile justice and police training from inter alia, the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
the International Network on Juvenile Justice and UN CEF through the
Coordi nati on Panel on Technical Advice in Juvenile Justice.

35. Finally, the Conmittee recommends that, in light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGGCs.



