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. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A, States parties to the Convention

1. As at 11 COctober 1996, the closing date of the thirteenth session of the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, there were 187 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
General Assembly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nmade by

States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunent CRC/ U 2/ Rev. 5.

B. Opening and duration of the session
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3. The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child held its thirteenth session at
the United Nations Ofice in Geneva from 23 Septenber to 11 October 1996. The
Conmittee held 29 neetings (315th-343rd). An account of the Conmmittee's
deliberations at its thirteenth session is contained in the relevant sunmary
records (CRC/C/ SR 315, 317-319, 321-323, 326-338 and 343). At the opening of
t he session, the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, M. José Ayal a Lasso,
addressed the Committee, and informed it of recent devel opnments relevant to
the protection and pronotion of the rights of the child.

C. Menbership and attendance

4. Al'l the nenmbers of the Conmittee attended the thirteenth session. A
list of the nmenbers, together with an indication of the duration of their

terms of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

5. The following United Nations bodies were represented at the session:

United Nations Children's Fund, Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session:
I nternational Labour Organization, United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, Wrld Health O ganization.

7. Representati ves of the International Cormittee of the Red Cross and of
the Institut Henri Dunant al so attended the session.

8.  Avrepresentative of the Hong Kong Legislative Council also attended the
sessi on.



CRC/ C/ 57
page 4

9. Representatives of the followi ng non-governnental organizations were
al so in attendance at the session:

Ceneral Consultative Status

International Abolitionist Federation, |International Mvenent ATD
Fourth World, Zonta International.

Special Consultative Status
Caritas Internationalis, Defence for Children International,
International Catholic Child Bureau, |International Federation of Wrmen

in Legal Careers, International Federation Terre des Honmes,
International Service for Human Ri ghts.

Rost er
Worl d Organi zati on agai nst Torture.

Q hers
Epoch Worl dwi de, Fundaci 6n Her nandi ana, Hong Kong Conmittee on
Children's Rights, International Inner Weel, Network for the Convention

on the Rights of the Child, NG Goup for the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, One Wrld Productions.

D. Agenda

10. At its 315th neeting, on 23 Septenber 1996, the Conmittee adopted the
fol |l owi ng provisional agenda.

1. Adopti on of the agenda.
2. Organi zational and other matters.

3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention.

4, Consi deration of reports of States parties.

5. Revi ew of devel opnments relevant to the work of the Conmittee.

6. Ceneral discussion on “The child and the nedia”.

7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodi es.

8. Met hods of work of the Committee, including guidelines for
periodi c reports.

9. Future neetings of the Comittee.

10. G her matters.

E. Pre-sessional working group

11. In accordance with a decision of the Conmittee at its first session,

a pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from 10 to 14 June 1996.

M's. Hoda Badran, Ms. Flora Eufenmio, Ms. Judith Karp, M. Yuri Kol osov and
M ss Sandra Mason participated in the working group. Representatives of the
United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh

Conmi ssi oner for Refugees, the International Labour O ganization and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization also
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participated in the neetings of the working group. A representative of
the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as
representatives fromvarious national and international non-governmenta
organi zations, attended the session

12. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Conmmittee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that would need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

13. The pre-sessional working group held eight neetings, at which it
examned lists of issues put before it by nmenbers of the Committee relating
to the initial reports of five countries: Ethiopia, Mrocco, Manmar

Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Dependent

Territories (Hong Kong) and Uruguay. The lists of issues were transnmitted to
the Permanent M ssions of the States concerned with a note requesting witten
answers to the issues raised in the list, if possible before 12 August 1996

F. Oganization of work

14. The Conmittee considered the organization of work at its 315th neeting,

on 23 Septenber 1996. The Committee had before it the draft progranmme of work
for the thirteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation

with the Chairperson of the Committee, and the report of the Conmmittee on its

twel fth session (CRC/ T 54).

G  Future regular neetings

15. The Conmittee noted that its fourteenth session would take pl ace
from6 to 24 January 1997 and its pre-sessional working group woul d neet
from14 to 18 Cctober 1996
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1. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON
A.  Submission of reports
16. The Conmittee had before it the followi ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by States
parties due in 1992 (CRC C/3), 1993 (CRC U8/ Rev.3), 1994 (CRC U 11/ Rev. 3),
1995 (CRC/ ¢ 28), 1996 (CRC/ ¢ 41) and 1997 (CRC/ C/51);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of subm ssion of reports (CRC/ U/ 56);

(c) Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC T 27/ Rev. 6) ;

(d) Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advisory services have been identified in the |ight of
t he observations adopted by the Committee (CRC C/ 40/ Rev. 4).

The Conmittee was informed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Cormittee at its present session (see

para. 21 below) and those which had been received prior to the Conmittee's
twel fth session (see CRC/C/ 54, para. 16), the Secretary-Ceneral had received
the initial reports of Austria (CRC/C 11/ Add. 14), Barbados (CRC 3/ Add. 45),
Ecuador (CRC/ 3/ Add.44), Fiji (CRC T 28/ Add.7), Hungary (CRC CJ8/Add. 34),
Irag (CRC ¢/ 41/ Add. 3), Kuwait (CRC/C 8/Add.35), Luxermbourg (CRC/ T 41/ Add. 2)
and Thailand (CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 13). The status of submission of reports by States
parties under article 44 of the Convention is given in annex I11.

17. Alist of initial reports considered by the Conmittee, as

of 11 Cctober 1996, as well as a provisional list of initial reports schedul ed
for consideration at the Conmittee's fourteenth and fifteenth sessions are
cont ai ned respectively in annexes IV and V to the present report.

18. As at 11 Qctober 1996, the Conmittee had received 95 initial reports.
A total of 62 reports have been exani ned by the Conmittee.

19. By notes verbal es dated 4 June 1996, 20 June 1996, 23 July 1996,

9 August 1996, 26 Septenber 1996 and 2 Cctober 1996, the Pernanent M ssions
of Yugoslavia, Belarus, Chile, Norway, Holy See, Cyprus and Italy to the
United Nations Office in Geneva indicated the various nmeasures adopted in
those States parties as a followup to the recommendati ons addressed to them
during the examination of their initial reports.

B. Consideration of reports

20. At its thirteenth session, the Conmittee exanmined initial reports
submitted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It
devoted 17 of its 29 neetings to the consideration of reports (see
CRC/ C/ SR 317-319, 321-323, 325-327, 329-334 and 337-338).

21. The following reports, listed in the order in which they were

received by the Secretary-General, were before the Conmittee at its
thirteenth session: Slovenia (CRC T 8/ Add. 25), Nigeria (CRC U8/ Add. 26),
Mauritius (CRC ¢ 3/ Add. 36), Mdirocco (CRC/ 28/ Add. 1), Uruguay (CRC C/ 3/ Add. 37)
and United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and (Dependent
Territories: Hong Kong) (CRC/ T 11/ Add.9).

22. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Conmittee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Conmittee at which their reports were exani ned.
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23. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis accordi ng
to the sequence followed by the Cormittee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the nmain points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific foll ow up

24, More detailed information is contained in the reports submitted by the
States parties and in the sunmary records of the relevant neetings of the
Commi ttee.

Concl udi ng observations: Morocco

25. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Mrocco (CRC T 28/ Add. 1)
at its 317th, 318th and 319th neetings, held on 24 and 25 Septenber 1996
(see CRC/ O/ SR 317-319) and at its 343rd neeting, held on 11 Cctober 1996
adopted the followi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | ntroduction

26. The Conmittee wel cones the subnmission of the report, which contains
information on the legal franmework within which the Convention is inplenented
and on other neasures adopted since the ratification of the Convention by
Morocco. The Conmittee appreciates the witten information provided by the
Governnent in reply to the questions set out in the Iist of issues
(CRCCQNMr.1) as well as the additional infornmation provided by the State
party in the course of the dialogue with the Conmittee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated in a self-critical manner not
only the policy and programme directions, but also the difficulties
encountered in inplenenting the Convention

B. Positive aspects

27. The Conmittee notes the establishment in 1993 of the Mnistry for Human
Rights to deal with children’s rights issues. The Conmittee also notes the
establishrment in 1994, of the National Congress on the Rights of the Child
whi ch has been recently declared a permanent institution, and the creation of
t he post of Hi gh Conmi ssioner for D sabled Persons in 1994. The Conmittee
recogni zes the will of the Governnent to engage in a process of lawreformin
relation to children's issues and is encouraged by the drafting of a new
Labour Code. The Committee also notes with appreciation the adoption,
following the World Sunmit for Children, of the National Plan of Action for
the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children in 1992. Finally, the
Committee wel cones the Governnment’s initiative to broadcast a nunber of
speci al progranmes on Children’s International Radio and Tel evi si on Day.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl erentati on of the Convention

28. The Conmittee notes that severe econom ¢ and social problenms have had a
negative inpact on the situation of children. The high |evel of external debt
and the requirenents of structural adjustnent progranmes which have resulted
in budgetary reallocations to the detrinment of social services, as well as
unenpl oynent and poverty, have affected the enjoynment of children's rights.
The Conmittee also notes that there are still traditional practices and
custons which i npede the full enjoynment of certain rights of the child.

D. Principal subjects of concern

29. The Committee is concerned about the fact that the Convention has not
yet been duly published in the “Oficial CGazette”.

30. The Conmittee is also concerned that insufficient measures have been
taken to ensure that the principles and provisions of the Convention are
wi del y known to children and adults.
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31. The Conmittee is concerned at the reservation nade to article 14 of the
Convention by the State party, which nmay affect the inplenentation of the
rights guaranteed in this article and may rai se questions about the
conpatibility of the reservation with the object and purpose of the
Conventi on.

32. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient coordination between
various mnistries, as well as between the central and local authorities, in
the inplenentation of policies for the pronotion and protection of the rights
of the child.

33. Insufficient attention has been paid to the collection of systematic and
conprehensive data and the identification of appropriate indicators and

noni toring mechanisnms in all areas covered by the Convention. D saggregated
data and appropriate indicators seemto be |acking to assess the situation of
children, especially those who are victins of abuse, ill-treatnment or child

| abour or are involved with the admi nistration of juvenile justice, as well as
the girl child, children of single-parent famlies and those born out of

wedl ock, children in rural areas, abandoned, institutionalized and di sabl ed
children, and children who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in
the streets.

34. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of neasures taken to ensure the

i mpl ementation of children's economic, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum extent of available resources. The Committee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient nmeasures and programres for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children, especially girls, children Iiving
in rural areas, children who are victinms of abuse, children of single parents,

children born out of wedl ock, abandoned chil dren, disabled children, and
children who are, in order to survive, forced to live and/or work in the
streets.

35. The State party has not yet taken fully into account in its |legislation
and policies the general principles of the Convention: non-discrimnation
(art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3), the right to life,
survival and devel opnent (art. 6) and respect for the views of the child
(art. 12).

36. The Conmittee is also concerned at the lack of conformity with the
spirit and principles of the Convention of |egislative provisions with respect
to the legal definition of the child. The early marriageable age, the m ni num
age for enploynment and the age of crimnal responsibility are natters of
concern

37. The Conmittee expresses its deep concern at the persistence of
discrimnatory attitudes towards girls, including the practice of early
marriage, which hanper the enjoynent of their basic rights. The | ower
marriageabl e age for girls than for boys raises serious questions as to its
conpatibility with the Convention, in particular article 2.

38. In the light of article 30, the Committee is concerned at the | ack of
nmeasures taken to provide school education in all the existing |anguages and
di al ect s.

39. The Conmittee is concerned that appropriate nmeasures have not yet been
taken to prevent and conmbat ill-treatment of children within the famly and at
the lack of information on this matter. The problens of the exploitation of
child labour, in particular the use of young girls as donestic workers, and
child prostitution also require special attention



CRC/ C/ 57
page 9

40. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37 and 40 of the Convention, as
well as other relevant United Nations standards such as the United Nations
Standard M ni mrum Rul es for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Quidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile

Del i nquency (the Riyadh Cuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, is a matter of concern to
the Conmittee. The Conmittee is, inter alia, concerned that children aged
between 16 and 18 years are treated as adults and that children deprived of
their liberty are not separated from adults.

E. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

41. The Conmittee urgently recomends that the State party publish the
Convention in the “Official Gazette”.

42, The Conmittee is of the opinion that greater efforts are required to
nmake t he provisions and principles of the Convention w dely known and
understood by adults and children alike, in accordance with article 42 of the
Convention. The Committee wi shes to encourage the State party to devel op
further a systematic approach to increasing public awareness of the
participatory rights of children, in the Iight of article 12 of the
Conventi on.

43. The Conmittee reconmends that periodic training and retraining
programes on the rights of the child be organi zed for professional groups
working with or for children, including teachers, |aw enforcenent officials,
soci al workers and judges, and that hunman rights and children's rights be
included in their training curricula. In this respect, the Comrittee
encourages the authorities to pursue their cooperation with the High

Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts.

44, The Conmittee reconmends that the Governnment of Morocco consider
reviewi ng the reservation entered upon ratification of the Convention with a
viewto withdrawing it, in the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme
of Action adopted in June 1993, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
urged States to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child.

45, The Conmittee recommends that the State party take further steps to
strengt hen coordi nati on between the different governnental nechanisns involved
in human rights and children's rights, at both central and |ocal |evels, and
to ensure cl oser cooperation with non-governnental organizations.

46. The Conmittee al so recommends that the State party undertake to gather
all necessary data and statistics on the situation of children in the various
areas covered by the Convention, including on children belonging to the nost
vul nerabl e groups. Efforts should be nmade to ensure inplenentation of
policies and neasures for the pronotion and protection of the rights of the
child, both at central and local levels, in cooperation with United Nations
bodi es and speci alized agencies, including UNICEF and ILO It is also
suggested that a nultidisciplinary nonitoring systembe established to assess
the progress achieved and difficulties encountered in the realization of the
rights recognized by the Convention at the central and local levels, and in
particular to nonitor regularly the effects of econom c change on children
Such a nonitoring system should enable the State party to shape appropriate
policies and to conbat prevailing social disparities and traditiona

prejudi ces. The Committee al so encourages the State party to consider the
establ i shnment of an independent nmechani sm such as an onbudsperson for the
rights of the child.

47. Wth respect to article 4 of the Convention, and in the light of the
current difficult econonmic situation, the Conmittee enphasizes the inportance
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of the allocation of resources to the maxi mum extent possible for the

i mpl enent ati on of econom ¢, social and cultural rights of the child at both
central and local levels, in accordance with the principles of the Convention
in particular those relating to non-discrinmination and the best interests of
the child (arts. 2 and 3).

48. The Conmittee recommends that appropriate political and | egislative
nmeasures be undertaken to bring legislation into conformty with the
Convention and other relevant international norns. |In particular, the
Committee, reconmends the reformof the penal and | abour codes. It strongly
encour ages the Government of Morocco to ratify 1LO Convention No. 138 on the
m ni mum age for adm ssion to enpl oynent and for that purpose to consider
seeki ng further technical cooperation fromlLQO

49, The Conmittee reconmends that awareness canpai gns concerning the rights
of the girl child be pursued in both rural and urban areas. It also urges the
State party to inplenent a conprehensive national policy to pronote and
protect those rights. It further recommends that in the light of articles 2
and 3 of the Convention, the marriageabl e age be rai sed and nade equal for
girls and boys.

50. The Conmittee recommends that special protective neasures be inplenented
inrelation to children living in rural areas, children who are victins of
abuse, children of single-parent fanmlies, children born out of wedl ock,
abandoned, institutionalized and disabled children, children involved with the
juvenile justice system particularly when deprived of their liberty, children
involved in child | abour and children who, in order to survive, are forced to
live and/or work in the streets.

51. The Conmittee encourages the Governnent of Myrocco to take all measures
to prevent and conbat ill-treatment of children, including child abuse wthin
the famly, corporal punishment, child I abour and the sexual exploitation of
children. It recomrends that conprehensive studies be initiated with regard

to those inportant issues to make possible a better understandi ng of those
phenonena and facilitate the el aboration of policies and progranmes to conbat
themeffectively. In this perspective, the Government should pursue its
efforts in close cooperation with conmunity | eaders and with non-government al
organi zations, with a view to pronoting change in persisting negative
attitudes towards children bel onging to the nost vul nerabl e groups.

52. The Conmittee recommends that the State party envisage undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard M ni nrum Rul es for
the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Qui delines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Ri yadh Quidelines)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to considering deprivation of
liberty only as a neasure of last resort and for the shortest possible period
of time, to the protection of the rights of children deprived of their

liberty, to due process of law and to the full independence and inpartiality
of the judiciary. Training programes on the relevant international standards
shoul d be organi zed for all those professionals involved with the system of
juvenile justice. The Committee would like to suggest that the CGovernnment of
t he Ki ngdom of Morocco consider seeking international assistance in this area
of the adm nistration of juvenile justice fromthe H gh Comm ssioner/Centre
for Hunman Rights and the Crime Prevention and Crininal Justice Division of the
United Nations (Vienna).

53. Finally, the Comm ttee recommends that, in accordance with article 44,
paragraph 6 of the Convention, the initial report presented by Mrocco be nmade
wi dely available to the public at |large and that consideration be given to
publication of the report, along with the relevant sunmary records and the
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concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Conmittee. Such a docunent
shoul d be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention, its inplenmentation and nonitoring within the Governnent, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnenta

or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations: N geria

54, The Conmittee considered the initial report of N geria (CRC/ U8/ Add. 26)
at its 321st to 323rd neetings (See CRC C/ SR 321-323) held on 26 and

27 Septenmber 1996 and, at the 343rd neeting, held on 11 Cctober 1996, adopted
the foll owi ng observati ons.

A. | ntroduction

55. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation to the State party for sending
a high-level delegation to discuss the report. The Committee notes that the
report, although followi ng the thematic structure for reporting set out in the
general guidelines, was inconplete in its appreciation of the situation of
children throughout the country. The Committee w shes to enphasize that the
pur pose of reporting is to indicate not only the nmeasures adopted but also the
progress made since the entry into force of the Convention and priorities
identified for action, as well as the difficulties encountered in guaranteeing
the rights provided for in the Convention

B. Positive factors

56. The Conmittee wel comes the establishment of the National Human Rights
Conmi ssion. The Conmittee also takes note of the establishment in 1994 of the
National Child Rights Inplenmentation Cormittee, inter alia to ensure the
popul ari zati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the QAU
Charter on the Rights and Wl fare of Children; to review continuously the
state of inplenentation of the Convention; to devel op specific programes and
projects that will enhance the status of the Nigerian child; to collect and
collate data on the inplenentation of the rights of the child; and to prepare
and subnit reports on the inplenentation of children's rights for the

United Nations and the Organi zation of African Unity.

57. The Conmittee notes that the Governnent of Nigeria has prepared a

nati onal plan of action in response to the reconmendati ons and goal s

enunci ated in the Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the World Summ t
for Children in Septenber 1990

58. The Conmittee appreciates the inportance attached by the State party to
i mproving the status and situation of wonen and the positive role this can
play in contributing to the neasures required to address the probl ens facing
children in general and the girl child, in particular

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
inpl erentation of the Convention

59. The Conmittee recogni zes that the situation in Nigeria is characterized
by particul ar econom c and socio-cultural conplexities. It notes that N geria
is the nost popul ated African country and that it is nulti-ethnic in
conposition with over 250 ethnic groups whi ch have diverse cultures and

| anguages. It is additionally noted that the persistence of certain harnful
traditional practices and custons has had a negative bearing on the enjoynent
of the rights guaranteed under the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern

60. The Conmittee expresses its deep concern that the rights of the child as
provided for in the Convention have yet to be invested with effective | ega
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status in Nigeria as the draft children's decree renains to be finalized and
adopted. The Committee, while noting the very positive devel opnent
represented by the drafting and revision of a children's decree, expresses its
regret that a copy of the draft decree in its entirety was not nmade avail abl e
to the Conmttee. The lack of such enabling |egislation raises serious doubts
as to the priority previously given to the rights of the child in N geria.

The Conmittee rai ses these points in the Iight of the conclusion it reached
fromexamning the State party’s report and its dialogue with the del egation
that certain legislation currently in force in Ngeria in relation to the
rights of the child is not in conformty with various articles of the
Convention, including article 1.

61. The Conmittee is concerned about the conpatibility of customary |aw and
| aws passed at the regional and local levels and their application wth the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

62. The Conmittee notes with concern the apparent absence of adequate
nmechani sns for the determi nation of appropriate indicators, as well as for the
collection of statistical data and other information on the status of children
for use as bases for designing programmes to inplenment the Convention.

63. Wth respect to the inplenentation of various principles and provisions
of the Convention, in particular those set out inits articles 3 and 4, the
Conmittee is concerned that the inpact of economic policy, as at present

desi gned and pursued, may have | ed the Governnment to resort, on a nore regul ar
basis than it would wish, to tenporary ad hoc funding nmeasures to cover
significant shortfalls in incone for the realization of particular
programmati c objectives. The Conmittee is concerned about the gap between the
country's gross national product and the insufficiency of resources bei ng made
avail able for the inplenentation of the rights of the child, in particular in
the areas of primary health care, primary educati on and ot her social services,
as well as the protection of the nost disadvantaged groups of children

Equal Iy, the Conmittee remai ns concerned about the effectiveness of neasures
at present in place to give priority to projects for the inplenentation of the
rights of the child, as well as to reduce any disparities between and within
regions as regards the availability of resources for the realization of such
proj ects.

64. The Conmittee is concerned that considerable progress is still required
towards ensuring that all adults and children are aware of the rights of the
child as contained in the Convention. Additionally, the Conmittee is
concerned at the lack of training and education about the Convention for

i ndi viduals working with or for children, such as police officers, chiefs of
police, staff in institutions where children are detained, |eaders at the
conmunity and ward | evel s and ot her governnment officials, as well as judges,

| awyers, teachers, health workers and social workers.

65. The Conmittee is al so concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down in its articles 2, 3, 6 and 12, are not being applied
and duly integrated into the inplementation of all articles of the Convention.
Concern is expressed at the status and situation of girl children and the

i nsufficiency of measures to prevent and conbat discrimnation practised
against them O equal concern to the Conmittee is the apparent absence of
pro-active measures to conbat discrimnation agai nst di sabled children,
children belonging to ethnic mnorities and children born out of wedl ock

66. In the light of the provisions of article 3 of the Convention, the
Conmittee is of the view that the Governnment has not yet fully devel oped a
procedure to ensure that the "best interests of the child" guide the

deci si on- maki ng process. Consideration of the inpact of various policy
options on the enjoynent of the rights of the child should forman integra
part of this process.
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67. It is also the view of the Conmittee that traditional attitudes
concerning the role children should play in the famly, school, the comunity
and society in general may be frustrating efforts to achieve the fuller
participation of children, as envisaged in articles 12 and 13 of the
Conventi on.

68. The Conmittee is concerned about the persistence of early marriage,
child betrothals, discrimnation in inheritance, w dowhood practices and other
harnful traditional practices. These practices are inconpatible with the
principles and provisions of the Convention. More particularly, the
continuation of the practice of female genital nutilation is of deep concern
to the Conmittee; although neasures are being taken to address this practi ce,
the Conmittee is of the viewthat they are insufficient. The problens of

vi ol ence agai nst children and the physical abuse of children in the famly, in
schools, in the community and in society are also of major concern to the
Commi ttee.

69. The Conmittee views the trend of rising child nortality rates as a
matter of deep concern. Despite the Governnment's stated policy of supporting
primary health care programmes over those providing curative health care, the
Conmittee views the access to quality health-care services as unsatisfactory.
Equal Iy, the effectiveness of nmeasures undertaken to avoid regional variations
in the provision of health-care services and nedi cal supplies remains a cause
of concern to the Committee. The Conmittee is also concerned about the

probl ems encountered in providing access to safe water.

70. In view of the considerable incidence of poverty in the country and the
i nsufficiency of the minimumwage in neeting basic needs, the Committee views
t he absence of social support to famlies, including single-parent famlies,
especi al Iy femal e-headed househol ds, as a matter of serious concern

71. The State party's recognition of the inportance of pronoting education
for all as a tool to inprove the situation of children, especially girl
children, is welcomed. However, the Conmittee remains concerned about the
effecti veness of neasures being taken to harnonize policy priorities in this
area with adequate budgetary all ocations.

72. The Conmittee expresses its regret that insufficient measures are being
taken to address the problens of child abuse, including sexual abuse, and the
sale and trafficking of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

73. It is the view of the Conmittee that current legislation with regard to
the adm nistration of juvenile justice and the institutionalization of

chil dren does not appear to conformto the principles and provisions of the
Convention. In this regard, the provisions of national |egislation which
permit sentencing to capital punishment are inconpatible with the provisions
of article 37 (a) of the Convention.

74. The Conmittee is al so concerned that the provisions of nationa

| egislation by which a child may be detained "at Her Majesty's Pleasure" nay
permit the indiscrimnate sentencing of children for indeterm nate peri ods.
Furthernore, the Committee is worried about the provisions of nationa

| egi sl ation which provide for the detention of children assessed to be "beyond

parental control". The possibility that abandoned children or children living
and/ or working on the street woul d have such neasures applied against themis
of special concern to the Committee. It is the view of the Committee that

t hese | egislative nmeasures do not appear to be conpatible with the provisions
of article 37 (b) of the Convention, which |ays down that the arrest,
detention or inprisonment of a child shall only be used as a neasure of |ast
resort and for the shortest appropriate period of tinme. Equally, the
Conmittee is concerned about the application in practice of the provisions of
section 3 of the Children and Persons Law nay lead to the arbitrary detention



CRC/ CI 57
page 14

of children, which is inconpatible with the provisions and principles of the
Conventi on.

75. The Conmittee notes with serious concern the | ow age of crimna
responsibility for children in Nigeria, at present seven years of age, and
that children even under the age of seven may be brought before the courts.
The Conmittee is also very nuch concerned about the adequacy of safeguards for
all children brought before the courts, required under article 40 of the
Conventi on.

76. Moreover, the Committee is seriously concerned about the conditions in
pl aces of detention for children, especially with regard to children's access
to their parents, the nedical services and educational programes offered and
the services in place to facilitate the recovery and rehabilitation of
children. It is equally concerned about the inappropriateness and

i nef fectiveness of nmeasures for the supervision and nonitoring of the
situation of children in detention, including for dealing with children's
conpl aints of abuse or ill-treatnment, and the |ack of neasures to ensure that
t hese conplaints are addressed in a serious and expeditious manner.

77. Furthernore, the Committee is deeply alarned that the necessary

saf eguar ds agai nst the excessive use of force by | aw enforcenment officials or
anyone else acting in this capacity are undermi ned by the provisions of
section 73 of the Criminal Code. This may give rise to the violation of
children's rights, including their right tolife, and leads to inpunity for
the perpetrators of such violations. Therefore, it is the view of the

Comm ttee that the above-nentioned provisions of the Nigerian Crimnal Code
are inconpatible with the principles and provisions of the Conventi on.

78. The Conmittee is of the view that insufficient nmeasures have been taken
for the inplenentation of article 32 of the Convention to prevent and conbat
the econom c exploitation of children

E. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

79. The Conmittee recommends that the CGovernnent consider, on an urgent
basis, the adoption of the children’s decree, drafted in confornmity with the
principles and provisions of the Convention. The Conmittee wel cones the

wi | Iingness of the delegation of the State party to provide the Comrittee with
information regarding progress in relation to the draft children’s decree and
to submt to the Conmittee, as soon as possible, a copy of the full text of
the draft decree.

80. The Conmittee al so recommends that the State party, in undertaking a
conprehensive review of the national legal framework and its conformty with
the principles and provisions of the Convention account, should also take into
account the conpatibility of the systemof customary |aw and regi onal and
local laws with the articles of the Convention

81. The Conmittee strongly recomends that the Governnent consider the
possibility of undertaking a review of the effectiveness of neasures being
taken to inplenent the provisions of article 4 of the Convention in respect of
the allocation of resources to the nmaxi mum extent possible for the

i mpl ement ati on of the economic, social and cultural rights of the child. It
is further suggested that such a review should be undertaken in the |ight of
the priorities for the inplenmentation of the Convention identified during the
di scussion of the report of Nigeria.

82. The Conmi ttee appreciates the willingness of the State party to
undertake further nmeasures to ensure that effective nechanisns are put in
pl ace for the inplementation and nonitoring of the Convention at all |evels of

government including the ward | evel, through the nandate given to the Mnistry
of Wonmen Affairs and Social Devel opnment. The Committee notes that the task of
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cooperating and coordinating with other mechanisns at different levels with
regard to the nonitoring of the inplenentation of the rights of the child is a
chal | engi ng one and expresses the hope that further discussions within
governnent circles and throughout the various |evels of government on how best
to achieve the priority objectives be undertaken on an urgent basis.

83. The Conmittee shares the view of the State party that effective
educati on and awareness raising anong all children concerning their rights
shoul d be undertaken and that an evaluation of the extent of awareness of the
rights of the child among children and adults should be carried out. The
Conmittee would |ike to suggest that such an awareness-rai si ng progranme
shoul d be extended to all adults and professionals working with or for
chi | dren.

84. The Conmittee recommends that priority be given to the devel opnent of
nmechani sns for collecting statistical data and indicators di saggregated by
gender, and rural/urban and ethnic origin as the bases for designing
programes for children.

85. It is the Conmmttee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular “the best
interests of the child” and the participation of children, not only guide
policy discussions and fornul ati on, and deci si on-nmaki ng, but also are
integrated into the devel opment and inplenentation of all projects and

pr ogr ames.

86. The Conmittee wi shes to enphasize that the general |ack of financia
resources cannot be used as a justification for neglecting to establish social
security programres and social safety nets to protect the nost vul nerable
groups of children. Accordingly, it is the opinion of the Conmmittee that a
serious revi ew shoul d be undertaken to determ ne the consistency of the
econom ¢ and soci al policies being developed with the State party's

obl i gations under the Convention, in particular articles 26 and 27, especially
with respect to the establishnent or inprovenment of social security programes
and ot her social protection.

87. The Conmittee recommends that as a high priority further nmeasures be
undertaken to prevent and conbat discrimnation, especially on the grounds of
gender and ethnic origin, and differential access to services between the
rural and urban popul ation

88. Whi | e acknowl edging the State party's comritnent to evaluating the
effectiveness of policy inplenmentation for disabled children, the Conmittee
recomends that such policy should be reviewed to ensure that it reflects the
general principles of the Convention, particularly as regards preventing and
conbating di scrimnation agai nst disabled children

89. The Conmittee shares the view of the State party that najor efforts are
required to address harnful practices such as early narriage, betrothals of
children, female genital nutilation and abuse of children in the famly. The
Conmittee recomends that all |egislation should be reviewed to ensure its
conpatibility with the eradication of such violations of children's rights and
t hat campai gns be devel oped and pursued with the invol venent of all sectors of
society with a view to changing attitudes in the country as to the

non- accept ance of harnful practices. As far as female genital nutilation is
concerned, all action necessary to eradicate this violation of children's
rights nust be taken on a priority basis. Public awareness and information
canpai gns must support education and advice on other famly matters, including
equal parental responsibilities and famly planning in order to foster good
famly practices in line with the principles and provisions of the Convention.
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90. The Conmittee reconmends that inprovenent of access to and the quality
of primary health care services be urgently undertaken. Mjor efforts to
ensure the equal distribution of health services and nedical supplies between
and within regions are required i medi ately.

91. The Conmittee encourages the State party in its efforts to harnonize the
i nformal and formal education systens, particularly with respect to the
application of a national curriculumw thin all schools. Further steps should
be taken to devel op guidelines for the participation of all children in the
life of the school in conformity with the principles and provisions of the
Convention. The Comm ttee encourages the Governnment to inplenment nmeasures to
i mprove school enrol nment and school retention, especially for girls. A system
for the regular evaluation of the effectiveness of these and ot her educationa
nmeasures must be ensured. Measures nust al so be taken to ensure that

di scipline in school is admnistered in conformty with the provisions of
article 28, paragraph 2 of the Convention. In addition, the Commttee
reconmends that, in the light of the provisions of article 29 of the
Convention and the United Nations Decade for Hunan Ri ghts Education, the State
party incorporate education on the rights of the child in school curricula,
payi ng special attention to pronoting tol erance anong all peoples and groups.
The State party may wi sh to consider requesting further internationa
cooperation for the inplenentation of the nmeasures identified for the
application of the provisions of articles 28 and 29 of the Conventi on.

92. The Conmittee reconmends that national |egislation be brought into
conformity with the provisions of articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
Nati onal |egislation nust conply with the principle that capital punishnent
cannot be applied to children under the age of 18. The Committee al so
recomends that article 73 of the Crininal Code be abrogated and section 3 of
the Children and Young Persons Law be reviewed as to its confornmity with the
Convention. The Committee wel comes the information provided by the State
party that the new draft children's decree will set the age limt for crimna
responsibility at 18. However, in view of the clarification provided
regarding the systemto be set in place, the Comm ttee wi shes to enphasize
that the | egal safeguards provided for in the relevant principles and

provi sions of the Convention, including those of article 40, must be provided
to all children, whether the deprivation of their liberty results fromthe
application of a welfare or a crimnal procedure.

93. It is also the view of the Conmittee that the best interests of the
child should prevail in proceedings concerning child victinms of parenta
abuse, especially in deciding whether parents have the right to represent
their child in such cases. Finally, the Conmittee wi shes to enphasize that
the Convention requires that detention be a nmeasure of last resort and for the
shortest appropriate period of time. The institutionalization and detention
of children nust be avoided as nmuch as possible and alternatives to such
practices nust be devel oped and i nplenmented. The Conmittee recomends that
neasures be taken to establish an 1 ndependent system for nonitoring the
situation of children in detention, whether in prisons or welfare
institutions.

94, In view of the various concerns raised by the Conmttee with respect to
the inplenentation of article 32 of the Convention, it w shes to highlight the
i mportance of the State party ensuring that all children have access to health
care, that education be made conpul sory as a neasure to prevent the econonic
exploitation of children and that further nmeasures should be undertaken to
conbat exploitation, such as that of child donmestic workers, including

| egi sl ative nmeasures to ensure the effective protection of the child agai nst
the performance of any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere
with the child s education, or to be harnful to the child s health or full and
har noni ous devel opnent .
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95. In the light of articles 34 and 35 of the Convention, the Comittee
encourages the State party inits efforts to follow up at both the nationa
and regional |levels on the nmeasures required to prevent and conbat the sexua
expl oi tation of children

96. The Conmittee reconmends that further neasures be taken with a viewto
ensuring the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and rehabilitation of the
child victins of abuse, neglect, ill-treatment, violence or exploitation, in

accordance with article 39 of the Convention

97. The Conmittee recommends that the State party nake widely available to
the public its report, the records of the discussion of that report in the
Comm ttee and the concl udi ng observations adopted by the Conmmittee.

Concl udi ng observations: Uruguay

98. The Conmittee considered the initial report of U uguay (CRC/ T 3/Add. 37)
at its 325th to 327th neetings (see CRC U SR 325-327) held on 30 Septenber and
1 Cctober 1996 and, at the 343rd neeting, held on 11 October 1996, adopted the
foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | ntroduction

99. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
witten answers to the list of questions and for engagi ng, through a

del egation involved in the policies concerning children's rights, in an open
di al ogue on the inplenmentation of the Convention. The Committee notes,
however, that the report was not prepared in accordance with the Commttee's
gui delines for the preparation of initial reports and that it mainly reflects
the existing legal franmework and does not contain sufficient information on
ot her nmeasures taken to inplenment effectively the rights set forth in the
Conventi on.

B. Positive factors

100. The Committee notes with satisfaction the declaration made by the State
party with regard to article 38 of the Convention to the effect that, under

t he Uruguayan | aw, children under 18 years of age cannot take part in
hostilities in the event of an armed conflict.

101. The Committee notes with appreciation the strengthening of denocratic
institutions in Uuguay, including safeguards such as habeas corpus and anparo
(remedy procedure available to citizens in case of violations of their

rights), in the process of denocratization of the country.

102. The Committee notes with satisfaction that inportant measures taken in
the social area have resulted in good indicators in the areas of health and
educati on.

C. Principal subjects of concern

103. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient nmeasures adopted to

har moni ze national legislation with the principles and provisions of the
Convention, in spite of the fact that international treaties ratified by
Uruguay are considered to have a status equal to that of ordinary |aws. The
Committee is al so concerned that new | aws have not been enacted to address
areas covered by the Convention, including |aws on intercountry adoption, the
prohi bition of child-trafficking and the prohibition of torture. The
Conmmittee is also concerned that the Children's Code adopted in 1934, which
contai ns a nunber of provisions contrary to the Convention, has not yet been
revised or anended. It also regrets that a nunber of |egal provisions
contrary to the Convention are still in force, including in the areas of
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adnmini stration of juvenile justice, mninumage of access to enploynent and
m ni nrum age for marri age.

104. The Committee, while recognizing the efforts undertaken by the
authorities in the collection of data, is concerned at the insufficient
neasures adopted to collect disaggregated data on the situation of al
children, particularly those belonging to the nost di sadvantaged groups,

i ncl udi ng bl ack children, disabled children, street children, children placed

ininstitutions, including institutions of a penal nature, ill-treated and
abused children or children from economically di sadvantaged groups, which
constitutes a major obstacle to the effective and full inplenentation of the

provi sions of the Convention.

105. The Committee is also concerned at the insufficient neasures adopted to
ensure effective coordinati on between di fferent governnmental departnents
conpetent in the areas covered by the Convention, as well as between centra
and | ocal authorities.

106. The Committee expresses its concern at the insufficient budget

all ocation for social expenditures, in particular in favour of children

bel ongi ng to the nost di sadvantaged groups of the population. The Conmittee
al so notes with concern the trend towards the perpetuati on of poverty anmongst
mar gi nal i zed groups of children, with al nost 40 per cent of children under
five years of age living in 20 per cent of the poorest househol ds and

4 per cent of children in this age group suffering fromsevere nalnutrition
whi | e soci al and economni c di screpanci es persist as regards access to education
and health services.

107. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient nmeasures taken to reflect
in legislation and practice the general principles of the Convention, nanely
non-di scrimnation, the best interests of the child and respect for his/her

Vi ews.

108. In this regard, the Comrittee is particularly concerned at the
persisting discrimnation against children born out of wedlock, including in
regard to the enjoyment of their civil rights. It notes that the procedure

for the determination of their name paves the way for their stigmatization and
the inpossibility of having access to their origins, and that when born to a
not her or father who is a minor, these children cannot be recogni zed by that
parent.

109. The Conmittee is concerned about the high rate of early pregnancy, which
has negative effects on the health of the nothers and the babies, and on the
not hers’ enjoynment of their right to education, hanpering the schoo

attendance of the girls concerned and causi ng hi gh nunbers of schoo

dr op-out s.

110. The Committee is deeply concerned about the increasing incidence of
abuse and violence within the famly and the i nadequacy of neasures to prevent
and conmbat such abuse and viol ence, and to rehabilitate the child victins.

111. The Committee expresses its concern at the prevalence in the country of
the doctrine of “children in an irregular situation” which paves the way for
the stigmatization and frequent institutionalization and deprivation of
liberty of children on the basis of their econonic and socially di sadvant aged
situation. The Committee regrets that the inplenentation of the provisions
and principles of the Convention relating to the admi nistration of juvenile
justice has been given insufficient attention, both in legislation and in
practice. In this regard, the Cormittee is concerned at the insufficient
nmeasures adopted to ensure, inter alia, that deprivation of liberty is only
used as a neasure of last resort, that children deprived of liberty are
treated with humanity and in a manner which takes into account the needs of
persons of their age, as well as that the rights to nmaintain contact with
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their families and to due process of law are ensured in confornmty with
article 40 of the Convention. Mdyreover, the Conmittee is concerned at the
hi gh nunber of institutionalized children and that insufficient neasures have
been taken to ensure effective alternatives to institutional care, and to
pronote their social reintegration

112. The Conmittee notes with concern that child | abour remains a problemin
Uruguay and that measures taken to prevent it are insufficient. The Conmittee
al so notes with concern that the mnimumage for enploynment in Uruguayan | aw
is lower than the mininumage provided for in applicable internationa
conventions, although Uruguay has ratified I LO Convention No. 138.

113. The Committee notes with concern the insufficient nmeasures taken to
ensure that the provisions and principles of the Convention are made w dely
known to adults and children alike, in accordance with article 42 of the
Convention. Moreover, insufficient attention has been paid to the training of
prof essional s working with and for children, including teachers, health

wor kers, social workers, |lawers, police officers, chiefs of police, staff in
institutions where children are detained and officials of the central and

| ocal adnministrations, in order to change prevailing attitudes.

D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

114. The Conmittee reconmends that, in the context of the |egal reform being
undertaken by Wuguay in the field of children's rights, national |egislation
be made fully conpatible with the provisions and principles of the Convention
i ncl udi ng non-di scrimnation, the best interests of the child, the child's
participation and respect for his/her views. Such reformshould in particular
address the concerns raised by the Cormittee during its discussion with the
State party, particularly in the areas where the national |egislation is not
in conformty with the Convention

115. The Committee al so reconmends that further nmeasures be taken to gather
systematic quantitative and qualitative data, disaggregated, inter alia, by
age, gender, colour, rural/urban and social origin, on all areas covered by
the Convention and in relation to all groups of children, particularly the
nost di sadvantaged groups. In this regard, it suggests that further
cooperation be ensured with UNICEF with a view to assessing and eval uating
progress achieved, identifying difficulties and setting priorities for future
acti on.

116. The Committee suggests that steps be taken to ensure effective

coordi nati on between the existing institutions involved in the protection and
pronotion of children's rights at the central and local levels, and that the
est abl i shnent of an independent nonitoring body (Orbudsman) conpetent in
children's rights be given further consideration by the Governmnent.

117. The Committee recomrends that the State party, in the |ight of

articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, undertake all appropriate neasures to
the maxi mnum extent of its available resources to ensure that sufficient
budgetary allocation is provided to services for children, particularly in the
areas of education and health, and that particular attention is paid to the
protection of children bel onging to vul nerable and margi nalized groups. In
this regard, the Conmittee suggests that the “child-inmpact” of such decisions
be assessed on an ongoi ng basi s.

118. The Committee suggests that neasures be adopted by the State party to
provi de appropriate assistance to the famly in the perfornmance of its
child-rearing responsibilities, with a view, inter alia, to preventing
donestic viol ence and abuse, abandonnent and institutionalization of children,
and to pronoting research in these areas.
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119. Wth regard to the high rate of early pregnancy prevailing in U uguay,
the Conmittee recommends that neasures be adopted to provide appropriate
fam |y education and services for young people within the school and health
programes inplenmented in the country.

120. The Committee al so suggests that appropriate alternatives to
institutional care be developed, with the best interests of the child as the
primary consideration, as well as the pronotion of his or her harnonious
devel opnent and preparation for responsible participation in society. In
cases where the placenment of children in institutions is necessary, neasures
shoul d be adopted to ensure periodic review of the treatnent provided to the
child and all other circunstances relevant to his or her placenent.

121. The Committee recomrends that a system of adninistration of juvenile
justice be established in the framework of the principles and provisions of
the Convention, in particular its articles 37, 39 and 40, as well as other
United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard
M ni mum Rul es for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules),
the United Nations Quidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the
Ri yadh Cui delines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juvenil es Deprived of Their Liberty. In this connection, the Comrittee
recomends that the State party consi der seeking international assistance in
this area fromthe Hi gh Conmissioner/Centre for Human Rights and the Crinme
Prevention and Crininal Justice Division of the United Nations.

122. The Committee recomrends that |egislative and preventive neasures be
taken to address the issue of child |l abour and, in particular, to raise the

m ni mum age for access to enploynent, in conformty with the Convention and
with ILO Convention No. 138, as well as to create awareness of the inportance
of education and vocational training to provide the child with needed skills
and knowl edge. The Committee suggests that the CGovernnent of Uruguay consider
requesting further technical assistance fromILO in these matters.

123. In the light of article 42 of the Convention, the Committee recomrends
that training programmes on the rights of the child be conducted for

prof essionals working for or with children, including teachers, health

wor kers, social workers, |lawers, police officers, chiefs of police, staff in
institutions where children are detained and officials of the central and

| ocal administrations. Measures should al so be adopted to incorporate
children’s rights in school curricula at all levels. The Conmittee believes
that information canmpaigns on children’s rights will contribute to ensuring
visibility to children within U uguayan society and to changi ng negative
attitudes towards children. Such canpai gns should ai mat eradicating
discrimnatory attitudes towards children, especially those belonging to

vul nerabl e and margi nal i zed groups, and enhanci ng respect for their
fundamental rights. |In this regard, the Conmittee underlines the inportance
of the general principles of the Convention, nanely the best interests of the
child, the child s participation and respect of his or her views, respect of
the principle of non-discrinmnation and the right to life, survival and

devel opnent to the nmaxi num extent, which should guide and inspire all training
and information programes in this area.

124. The Committee recomrends that, in accordance with article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the State party widely publicize its report,
the sunmmary records of the discussion and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted
by the Cormittee and that it give consideration to the organi zation of a
parliamentary debate on the inplenentation of the Convention
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Concl udi ng observations: United Kingdomof Geat Britain
and Northern Ireland: Dependent Territories

(Hong Kong)

125. The Conmittee considered the initial report of the United Kingdom of
Geat Britain and Northern Ireland: Dependent Territories (Hong Kong)
(CRC/C 11/ Add.9) at its 329th to 331st neetings held on 2 and 3 October 1996
(see CRC/ U SR 329-331) and, at its 343rd neeting, held on 11 October 1996
adopted the foll ow ng observati ons.

A.  Introduction

126. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
timely submission of both its report and witten responses to the Comrittee's
list of issues. The Conmittee wel cones the information provided by the

del egation in its introductory statement and for the cooperative spirit which
characterized the dialogue in the Conmttee.

127. The Committee notes the special situation facing Hong Kong as a
territory over which there will be a change of sovereignty when it reverts to
the People's Republic of China on 1 July 1997. The Conmittee al so notes that
matters relating to the continued application of the Convention to Hong Kong,
i ncludi ng reporting arrangenents, are the subject of discussion between the
Governnent of the United Ki ngdom and the Governnent of China through the Joint
Li ai son G oup.

B. Positive aspects

128. Note is taken of the enactnment of the Parent and Child O di nance in 1993
whi ch renoves | egal disadvantages that previously applied to illegitinmate
children. The Conmittee al so wel comes the adoption of the Disability

Di scrimnati on Ordi nance ainmed at pronoting the integration of persons with a
disability into the community.

129. The Committee wel comes the various nmeasures being taken by the
Covernment to address the danger of guardi ans |eaving children unattended at
hone.

130. Information provided on the operation by the Social Wl fare Depart nment
of a telephone hotline to receive, inter alia, reports on child abuse cases is
noted with appreciation. The Connmittee also takes note of the neasures taken
to pronote awareness of comon adol escent health problens and the tel ephone
hotline service of the Central Health Education Unit of the Departnent of
Heal t h, which has been set up to deal with calls relating to this issue. The
recrui tnment of secondary school students as Heal th Anbassadors in training
programes on conmon adol escent health matters is also noted with great
interest. Equally, the launching of the new Student Health Service, a
programe designed to cater for the health needs of school children aged
between 6 and 18, is warnmy welconmed, as is the establishment of the Health
Care and Pronotion Fund, which is designed to step up efforts for health
pronoti on and di sease prevention
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131. The Committee notes with appreciation the initiatives taken to nmake
hospital s nore baby and child friendly, including the nmeasures being taken to
i mprove pediatric ward facilities in hospitals and also to provide play areas
for children in pediatric wards and areas for parents to stay with their
children in hospital. The Conmittee al so wel cones the inprovenents to the
Conpr ehensi ve Social Security Assistance Schenme, particularly with respect to
benefits available in inplenmentation of articles 26 and 27 of the Convention.

132. The Committee wel comes the information presented by the del egation
concerning the five research projects on children's rights currently being
undertaken by universities and funded by the Governnent.

133. The Committee encourages the establishnent of an independent body to
consi der conpl aints against the police in Hong Kong.

C. Principal subjects of concern

134. Wth the extension of the Convention to Hong Kong in Septenber 1994

further reservations to the Convention applicable to the territory of

Hong Kong were deposited by the Government of the United Kingdom It is a
matter of regret to the Conmittee that the State party has not yet decided
to withdraw its reservations, particularly as they relate to the issues of
wor ki ng hours for children, of juvenile justice and of refugees.

135. The Conmittee wel comes the adoption of the Bill of Human Rights

Ordinance, it notes however, that this Bill is unentrenched. The Conmittee,
whi | e acknow edgi ng that the Bill contains provisions recognizing the
two maj or human rights Covenants, the articles of which also apply to
children, considers it regrettable that the Bill contains no specific

reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 1In the light of

this, and given the positive steps taken by the Governnent to adopt the Equa
Qpportunities Act and establish the Equal Qpportunities Commi ssion, it is

also a nmatter of regret to the Conmittee that a simlar strategy as pursued
for gender equality has not been adopted for the rights of the child. |In view
of the Governnment's commtment to review legislation and policy regularly in
the light of the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Conmittee is
concerned that sufficient priority does not appear to have been given in the
reviewi ng process to the possibility of establishing an i ndependent nonitoring
body on the rights of the child and of pursuing an integrated and holistic
approach to the adoption of legislation on the rights of the child.

136. Wiile noting the positive steps taken to establish various nechani sns
for the execution of policy and progranmes for the inplenentation of the
provi sions of the Convention, the Conmittee remai ns concerned about the
adequacy of coordination activities between concerned gover nnent al
institutions to ensure that the rights of the child are given priority.

137. The Committee is concerned that insufficient nmeasures have been taken to
ensure the fullest inplementation of the general principles of the Convention
in particular those contained in articles 3 and 12, especially in the choice,
formul ati on and application of policy neasures to pronote and protect the
rights of the child. In this regard it is noted that a systemfor integrating
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a child inpact analysis into policy fornulati on and deci si on maki ng has not
yet been put into place. It is also the view of the Committee that the
persi stence of certain attitudes relating to perception of the role children
should play in the famly, school and society may be del aying the ful
acceptance of the inplenentation of the provisions of articles 12 and 13 of
t he Convention in Hong Kong.

138. As regards the situation of illegal immgrant children from China and
the issues it raises with respect to the question of famlies split between
Hong Kong and China, the Conmittee is concerned that the increase in pernits
arranged for these children and their families, from105 to 150, is manifestly
insufficient to neet the needs of the estimted 60,000 children currently in
Chi na who may have the right of abode in Hong Kong after 1 July 1997.

139. Despite the neasures taken to address the problens of child abuse,

negl ect and the nunber of accidents affecting children, these issues continue
to give cause for concern. Equally, adolescent nental health issues,

i ncl udi ng the problemof youth suicide, is a matter of serious concern to the
Commi tt ee.

140. The Committee is concerned about the apparent insufficiency of

neasures to encourage breast-feeding. The Conmittee notes that powdered m Kk
for babies continues to be freely distributed in hospitals, contrary to

i nternational guidelines on this matter. Equally, the extent to which the
statutory provisions relating to, inter alia, maternity | eave and conditions
of enploynent for nursing nothers are conpatible with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention remains a matter of concern to the Committee.

141. The Committee is of the viewthat insufficient attention appears to have
been given to the inplenentation of article 29 of the Convention, particularly
in respect of according human rights educati on the necessary status within
school curri cul a.

142. The broad question of the treatnment of Vietnanmese children in detention
centres in Hong Kong deeply concerns the Comrittee. It is the observation of
the Conmittee that these children have been and continue to be the victimof a
policy designed to discourage further refugees fromcomng into the area.
Wiile it is granted that the situation is a conplex one, the policy of the
continued detention of these children is inconpatible with the Convention

143. In addition, the Coommittee is of the viewthat the | ow age of crinina
responsibility is not in conformity with the principles and provisions of the
Convention and regrets the decision not to raise the age of crinina

responsi bility.

D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

144. The inplenentation of the principles and provisions of the Convention
requires that priority be given to children's issues, particularly in the
[ight of the principle of the "best interests of the child" and of the fact
that Governnents have, in international forums, agreed to the principle of
"First call for children", including in the final docunent adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights. It is reconmended, therefore, that in the
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formul ation of policy options and proposals there should be an acconpanyi ng
assessnment of its inmpact on children so that decision nakers can be better
advi sed when formulating policy as to its effect on the rights of the child.
It is also suggested that steps be taken to reflect and duly take into
account in national |egislation the holistic and conprehensive approach to
the inplenentation of the rights of the child recommended by the Conmittee.
The Conmittee recommends the establishnent of an independent mechani sm
specifically to nonitor the inplenmentation of government policy in relation
to the rights of the child. It is noted that an independent mechani sm coul d
also play an inportant role in informng the public and | egislature of the
action being taken for the rights of the child. The Comrittee al so recomends
that children's rights be fully integrated into the di scussions on issues
concerning the transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong and be accorded high
priority in the dialogue on these and related matters in the Joint Liaison
G oup.

145. The Conmittee encourages efforts to involve civil society and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons nore closely in the nonitoring and

i mpl enentati on of the Convention, including with respect to the devel opnent
of a conprehensive strategy for children in Hong Kong.

146. As part of the ongoing efforts to pronote and protect the rights of the
child, particularly in relation to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the
Convention, the Comrmittee recomends that a further assessnment be undertaken
of the effectiveness of the present systemof institutional coordination of
policies and programres on the rights of the child, especially with regard
to child abuse. Myreover, the Conmttee would |like to suggest that the
collection and analysis of statistical data by age group be guided by the
provisions of article 1 of the Convention. The Conmittee further suggests

t hat consi derati on be given to undertaki ng or encouragi ng research on

t he devel opnent and use of indicators to nonitor the progress of the

i mpl enentation of all the principles and provisions of the Convention.

147. In connection with the ongoing efforts to raise awareness of human
rights and children's rights anong the popul ati on of Hong Kong, the Committee
suggests that consideration be given to taking further measures to inform
the general public about the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to

i ncorporate education about human rights and children's rights in training
programes for professionals. The Conmittee encourages the incorporation of
guestions on the awareness and understandi ng of the public of the Convention
and its principles and provisions in future civic awareness surveys.

148. The Committee would |ike to suggest that further consideration be
given to evaluating the effectiveness of nmeasures to raise awareness for

the prevention and conbating of discrimnation and pronoting tol erance,
particularly with respect to discrimination on the grounds of gender, ethnic
origin, discrimnation against disabled children and children born out of
wedl| ock.

149. Wth respect to the inplenmentation of article 12 of the Convention,
the Conmittee encourages the undertaking of a study, fromthe perspective
of children as bearers of rights, on the subject of children's participation
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in the famly, school and society with a viewto the fornul ation of
reconmendations on this matter.

150. The Committee recommends that further neasures need to be taken to

address the issue of illegal immgrant children from China, especially with
respect to the difficulties arising fromfanmilies split between Hong Kong and
China. It is the Conmittee's viewthat, in the light of the best interests of

the child, action should be taken on an urgent basis to reduce the waiting
period for famly reunification, to raise the quota of pernmits and to consider
ot her nmeasures to deal with the problens that will arise in the future.

151. The Committee wishes to acknow edge once again the inportant efforts
taken to deal with the question of child abuse. Notw thstanding this, the
Conmittee is of the view that the prevention of this violation of children's
rights requires further attitudinal changes in society, not only as regards

t he non-acceptance of corporal punishment and physical and psychol ogi cal abuse
but al so greater respect for the inherent dignity of the child.

152. Despite the recent increase in the nunber of social workers enpl oyed
for child abuse cases, it is the view of the Conmttee that the case | oad

of each professional may still be too high and the question of taking
additional action to address such matters deserves further study. The
Conmittee encourages the efforts nade to accord high priority to and pursue
nore intensely the establishnment of day-care centres in the comunity,

i ncluding as a neasure to prevent children being left unattended at home. In
addition, the Commttee encourages the initiative taken to ensure within
future reviews of the Fanily Life Education Progranme an assessnent of its

ef fecti veness in preventing child abuse.

153. Wth respect to inproving the situation of disabled children, the
Conmittee encourages the efforts being undertaken to integrate disabled
children into regul ar schools, including through investnent in structura
changes to schools and support to the training of teachers to assist themin
adj usting and adapting their teaching nmethods to the needs of disabled
chi | dren.

154. The Conmittee reconmends that a review be undertaken of the

ef fecti veness of neasures in place to support the policy of prompting and
encour agi ng breast-feeding. It is recommended that the question of the

free distribution of powdered mlk for babies in hospitals, as well as the
conpatibility of conditions of enploynment with the obligation laid down in the
Convention to encourage breast-feeding, should forman integral part of such a
revi ew.

155. The Committee suggests that a review be undertaken of the possible

i nks between school pressures and adol escent health problens in view of the
concerns raised on these issues during its discussion of the report. The
Conmittee al so suggests that the reasons for suicide anong youth and the

ef fecti veness of programmes for the prevention of suicide anong children
deserve further study.

156. The Committee recomrends the incorporation of human rights education
i ncl udi ng educati on about the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as
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a core curriculumsubject in all schools. The Conmittee notes that this
woul d require that sufficient time be allocated to this subject in the schoo
tinmetable. The Committee al so wi shes to suggest that an eval uati on of

hurman rights awareness rai sing and education be undertaken in the future to
deternmine its effectiveness in equipping children with tools for life and in
encouragi ng their decision-naking and ability to think analytically fromthe
per spective of human rights. The Conmittee al so wi shes to recomrend t hat
greater priority be accorded to the participation of children in school life,
in the spirit of article 12 of the Convention, including in discussions about
di sciplinary nmeasures and curricul a devel opment. Ways and nmeans of ensuring
the fuller inplenmentation of article 31 of the Convention al so appear to
deserve further study.

157. Wth regard to the situation of Vietnanese children in detention, the
Conmmittee recommends that an eval uation of present and previous policy on
this matter be undertaken, to ensure that any errors nmade are not repeated in
the future. The Committee recommends that for the remaining children in
detention a solution to their situation nmust be found in the light of the
principles and provisions of the Convention. It is the view of the Comittee,
t herefore, that nmeasures nust be taken imediately to ensure a marked

i mprovenent in their conditions of detention and that other measures to
protect these children in the future nust be put in place.

158. The Conmittee reconmends that a review of legislation in relation to
the issue of the age of crimnal responsibility be undertaken with a viewto
raising this age in the light of the principles and provisions of the
Conventi on.

159. The Committee recomrends wi de public distribution and di ssem nation of
the State party report, the sunmary records of the discussion in the Cormttee
and the present concl udi ng observati ons.

160. The Committee recomrends that the Government prepare a progress report
on the neasures taken to give effect to the suggestions and recomendati ons
contained in the present concludi ng observations by the end of My 1997

Concl udi ng observations: Mauritius

161. The Committee considered the initial report of Mauritius
(CRC/ 3/ Add. 36) at its 332nd, 333rd, and 334th neetings, held on 3 and
4 Cctober 1996 (see CRC/ ¢/ SR 332-334), and, at its 343rd neeting, held
on 11 Cctober 1996, adopted the follow ng concl udi ng observations.

A. | ntroduction

162. The Committee expresses its appreciation of the report submitted by the
Covernment of Mauritius, as well as of the extensive additional information
provided inits witten responses to the list of issues (CRC/C 12/WP.6). The
Conmittee is encouraged by the frank tone of the discussion, in which the

hi gh-1 evel del egation of the State party recogni zed the need for inprovenent
in certain areas concerning children

B. Positive aspects
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163. The Committee wel cones the oral and witten comm tnent of the Governnent
of Mauritius to withdrawing its reservation to article 22 of the Convention

164. The Comittee takes note of the establishnent in 1990 by Act of
Parliament, of the National Children's Council, set up under the aegis of the
M nistry of Wnen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and Fanmily Wl fare, and wel cones
the recent establishment of an interministerial comittee on child
prostitution.

165. The Committee notes with satisfaction the efforts nmade by the Governnent
of Mauritius in the field of law reformand especially the adoption, in
pursuance of the inplenmentation of the Convention, of the Child Protection Act
i n Novenber 1994.

166. The Committee wel comes the ratification by the State party of ILO
Convention No. 138 on the mninum age for adnission to enploynment (1973).

167. The Committee wel comes the willingness expressed by the del egation to
establ i sh an onbudsperson for the rights of the child or another equival ent
i ndependent nechani sm

168. The Committee also notes with appreciation that the Governnent of
Mauritius has prepared and i nplenmented the National Progranme of Action for
the Survival, Devel opnent and Protection of Children in response to the
recomendati ons and goal s enunciated in the Declaration and Plan of Action
adopted by the Wrld Sumrit for Children in Septenber 1990.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

169. The Committee is aware of the geographical particularities of Mauritius.
The Conmittee al so notes that the population of the State party is mainly
conposed of immigrants fromvarious continents, with different ethnic origins
and cul tural backgrounds.

D. Principal subjects of concern

170. The Committee is concerned that the Convention is not an integral part
of the national |egislation and that national |aws and regul ati ons are not
fully consistent with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

171. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient attention paid, at both
national and local levels, to the need for an efficient nonitoring nmechani sm
that could provide a systematic and conprehensive conpilation of data and

i ndicators on all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to al
groups of children, especially those who are victins of child abuse,
ill-treatment or child | abour or the administration of juvenile justice, as
well as the girl child, children of single-parent famlies and those born out
of wedl ock, abandoned, institutionalized and di sabled children, and children
who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in the streets.

172. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of neasures taken to ensure the
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i mpl ementation of children's economic, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum extent of available resources. The Conmittee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient nmeasures and programmes for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children, especially children who are
victins of abuse, children of single parents, children born out of wedl ock,
abandoned children, disabled children, children living in poverty and children
who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in the streets. The
Conmittee is al so concerned at the lack of disaggregated data in relation to
budgetary allocations for children.

173. The State party has not yet taken fully into account in its legislation
and policies the general principles of the Convention: non-discrimnation
(art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3) and respect for the views
of the child (art. 12).

174. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficient neasures taken to make
the principles and provisions of the Convention wi dely known to adults and
children alike, in conformity with article 42.

175. The Committee is concerned that the education system m ght not be
consistent with the provisions of the Convention regarding the right to

education. In this regard, the Committee is deeply concerned at the high
school drop-out rates, especially at the end of the primary education |evel
and at the high rate of illiteracy. It is also worried about the absence of

supervision of private schools. The Committee is concerned, in addition, at
the difficulties encountered by disabled children in gaining access to regul ar
primary school s.

176. The Committee is concerned that the provisions of the Penal Code
relating to protection against sexual abuse, which provide no safeguard for
the protection of boy victinms, are inconsistent with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention.

177. A though the enpl oyment of children is governed by the 1975 Labour Act

whi ch prohibits the enpl oyment of children under 15, the Committee notes with
deep concern that the 1990 census confirns the exi stence of working children

in particular on the island of Rodrigues where child | abour is conmon.

178. The Committee is concerned by the reported increase in child abuse,

i ncludi ng infanticide, domestic violence and child prostitution and the |ack
of adequate neasures for the psycho-social recovery of child victinms of such
abuse.

179. Wile noting with appreciation the establishnment of the Nationa
Adoption Council, the Cormittee is concerned about the insufficient safeguards
to protect fully the rights of children in the process of internationa

adopti on.

180. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and,
in particular, its lack of conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as other relevant international standards, is a matter of
concern to the Conmittee.



CRC/ T 57

page 29
D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons
181. In the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action, adopted

by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in June 1993, in which States were
urged to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
the Conmittee wi shes to encourage the State party to take steps to withdraw
its reservation to article 22 of the Convention

182. The Committee recomrends that |egislative nmeasures be undertaken to
ensure that national |egislation conforns with the provisions of the
Convention. The Commttee encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to
strengthen the institutional franmework designed to pronote and protect human
rights in general and the rights of the child in particular

183. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
bet ween t he various governnental mechani snms involved in children's rights, at
both the national and local levels, with a view to devel opi ng a conprehensive
policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the inplenentation of
the Convention in the country.

184. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the
identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such mechani sms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children and eval uating progress achieved and the difficulties hanpering
the realization of children's rights for all groups. They can be used as a
basi s for designing progranmes to inprove the situation of children,

particul arly those bel onging to the nost di sadvantaged groups, including

di sabl ed children, children born out of wedlock, children ill-treated and
abused within the famly, children who are victins of sexual exploitation, and
children who are forced to live and/or work in the streets in order to
survive. It is further suggested that the State party request internationa
cooperation in this regard.

185. The Committee encourages the State party to consider the establishment
of an independent mechani sm such as an Onbudsperson for the rights of the
chi I d.

186. The Committee encourages the Government of Mauritius to pay particul ar
attention to the full inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention and to
ensure adequate distribution of resources at both central and |ocal |evels.
Budget allocations for the inplenmentation of econom c, social and cultura
rights should be ensured to the maxi num extent of available resources and in
the Iight of the best interests of the child.

187. The Committee recomrends that the State party |aunch a permanent

i nformation canpaign, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. The Governnment should consider incorporating the
Convention in school curricula and take appropriate neasures to facilitate
access by children to information produced for them The Committee suggests
that the State party devel op a conprehensive training programre for

pr of essi onal groups such as teachers, social workers, doctors, |aw enforcenent
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personnel and imm gration officers. Police officers nust be specially trained
to deal with child abuse and negl ect.

188. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake a conprehensive
study on the inpact of malnutrition on child devel opnment in connection with
school drop-out and child labour, and to take all appropriate neasures to
address this problem International cooperation could be requested to achi eve
this task and consideration should be given to the strengthening of
cooperation with the International Labour Organization and the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF). It is also recommended that the State party

encour age and support the establishnment of day-care centres at workplaces, to
enabl e children of working nothers to benefit froma healthy devel opnent.

189. The Committee recomrends that a global study on the quality of the
education systembe nade. |In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the
Conmittee al so recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to
fight school drop-out and to prevent child | abour. Measures should be taken
to prevent a rise in discrimnatory attitudes or prejudice towards girl
children and children belonging to minority groups. It is also suggested that
sexual education be included in school curricula. It recomends that
conprehensive studies be initiated on these inportant issues to provide better
under st andi ng of these phenonena and facilitate the el aboration of policies
and progranmres to conbat them effectively.

190. The Committee al so reconmends that, in order fully to protect the rights
of the child in adoption procedures, the State party consider ratifying the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption (1993).

191. In the light of articles 19, 34 and 35 of the Convention, the Comrittee
encourages the State party to take all appropriate nmeasures to prevent and
conbat ill-treatment of children, including child abuse within the famly,
corporal punishnent, child | abour and the sexual exploitation of children
including victinms of sexual tourism The Conmittee al so reconmends that the
Penal Code be anended in the Iight of the Convention. Further neasures should
be taken with a view to ensuring the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
rehabilitation of the victinms of abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or
exploitation, in accordance with article 39 of the Convention

192. The Committee recomends that the State party envisage undertaking a
conpr ehensi ve reformof the Juvenile Ofender Act in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the "Beijing Rules", the "Ri yadh Qui delines"
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to considering deprivation of
liberty only as a nmeasure of last resort and for the shortest possible period,
to protecting the rights of children deprived of their liberty, to due process
of law and to the full independence and inpartiality of the judiciary.

Trai ning programes on the relevant international standards should be

organi zed for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice system

The Conmittee al so recommends that the penal |aw be anmended so that adults
havi ng sexual intercourse with boys under 16 be considered as a crimnal act.
The Conmittee further suggests that the State party consider seeking technica
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assi stance for this purpose fromthe H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts/ Centre
for Hunan Rights and the Crime Prevention and Crininal Justice Division of the
United Nations.

193. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recomends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
Mauritius be nade widely available to the public at large and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the relevant sumary
records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.

Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Covernment, the Parlianment and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nrent al or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations: Sl ovenia

194. The Committee considered the initial report of Slovenia (CRC C/8/Add. 25)
at its 337th to 338th neetings (see CRC C/ SR 337-338), held on 9 Cctober 1996
and, at its 343rd neeting, held on 11 Cctober 1996, adopted the foll ow ng
concl udi ng observati ons.

A.  |ntroduction

195. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the Governnent of Slovenia
for engaging, through a nultidisciplinary delegation, in an open, constructive
and fruitful dialogue. It also welconmes the subnission of its initial report
as well as the very detailed additional information provided to the Conmnmittee
inwitten form The Comrittee is encouraged by the frank and cooperative
tone of the discussion, in which the representatives of the State party

i ndi cated not only the policy and programre directions, but also the
difficulties encountered in the inplenentation of the Convention

B. Positive aspects

196. The Committee notes with appreciation the steps taken by the Governnent
to pronote denocracy and human rights in society, including through
constitutional provisions. In this regard, it welcones the introduction in
the 1991 Constitution of a specific chapter on hunan rights and basic
freedons, within which the rights of the child are also defined. The
Conmittee is al so encouraged by the recent adoption, in the |ight of the
Convention, of new | egislation concerning education, health and soci al
security. It also takes note of the recent publication of the Wite Paper on
Educati on (1996).

197. The Committee wel comes the recent establishrment of the Conmi ssion on
Child Abuse. It is also encouraged by the establishnent of the Human Ri ghts
Onbudsman whose task is to safeguard human rights, including children's

ri ghts.

198. The Committee wel comes the adoption in 1995 of the National Plan of
Action for the Survival, Protection and Devel opment of Children (NPA). It
al so notes that the Convention has been translated into the Sloveni an | anguage
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and that the State party is naking efforts to disseminate nmaterials to pronote
this treaty.

199. The Committee wel comes the willingness of the Governnent to coll aborate
wi t h non-governmental organizations. It is encouraged by the openness of the
State party’s authorities to involving non-governnental organizations in the
process of reporting to the Committee.

200. The Conmittee is encouraged by the initiatives taken by the State party
to pronote children’s rights through the organi zati on of events, the
publication of materials and the production of television programmes. |In this
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regard, the Commttee wel conmes, inter alia, the establishnent of a nationa
children's parlianment, which has already had six sessions, and the existence
of “Youth Councils and Child Mayors” neeti ngs.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

201. The Committee recognizes the difficulties faced by the State party in
the present period of political transition. It also notes that the State
party’'s transition to a nmarket-oriented econony has had a serious inpact on
the population in particular on all vulnerable groups, including children, in
the form of increased unenploynent and crimnality.

202. The Conmittee al so notes the problens experienced as a consequence of
war in the region. Although Slovenia was only involved in direct conbat for a
short time, since 1991 the State party has hosted a | arge nunber of refugees,

i ncl udi ng chil dren.

D. Principal subjects of concern

203. The Conmittee is of the view that the reservation made by the State
party to article 9, paragraph 1, raises questions about its conpatibility with
the principles and provisions of the Convention, including the principle of
the best interests of the child.

204. \While wel conming the existence of government bodies, and the creation of
new ones, that are conpetent to deal with the welfare of children at the

nati onal and | ocal levels, the Cormittee expresses its concern that effective
coordi nati on must be established anmong themin order to develop a

conpr ehensi ve approach to the inplenmentation of the Convention

205. The Conmittee is concerned at the lack of an integrated and systematic
noni toring mechani smfor all areas covered by the Convention, and in relation
to all groups of children, especially those affected by the consequences of
the econonic transition. The Conmittee al so encourages the State party to
strengthen its existing data and statistical capacity to eval uate progress
achieved and to assess the inpact of policies adopted on children, in
particul ar the nost vul nerable groups of children

206. Wth regard to article 2 of the Convention, the Committee notes with
concern that the principle of non-discrinmnation is not fully inplenented for
di sabl ed children.

207. The Conmittee is concerned that the transition to a nmarket econony nay
threaten the full enjoyment by children of their rights as recogni zed by the
Convention. It is also worried about the insufficient |evel of support given
to single parent famlies.

208. The Committee is concerned that children dropping out of school during
t he conpul sory stage of education have insufficient alternative educationa
programmes, such as vocational training.
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209. The Conmittee is concerned that appropriate nmeasures have not yet been
taken to prevent and conbat effectively ill-treatnment of children within the
famly and that insufficient information exists on this matter.

210. The Conmittee is concerned that society is not sufficiently sensitive to
the needs and situation of particularly vulnerable children, such as Roma
chi | dren.

211. The Conmittee is concerned that in some specific cases the rights of
children may not be fully taken into account in intercountry adoption
procedur es.

212. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh
Quidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty, is a matter of concern to the Cormttee. The
Conmittee is particularly worried about the | ow age set for crinina
responsibility, and the Iength of prelimnary investigation and of pre-tria
det enti on.

E. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

213. The Conmittee takes note of the statement nmade by the del egation that
the reservation on article 9, paragraph 1, nade by Sl ovenia upon ratification
of the Convention may be reviewed, with a viewto its eventual wthdrawal.

It wishes to encourage the State party to consider withdrawing this
reservation to the Convention, and would like to be kept informed of

devel opnents on this matter.

214. The Conmittee recommends that the State party strengthen nmechanisns to
enhance the coordination of governmental policies, as well as those of centra
and | ocal authorities, in the field of children's rights, with a viewto
elimnating possible disparities or discrimnation in the inplenentation of

t he Convention and ensuring that the Convention is fully respected in all
parts of Sl ovenia.

215. The Conmittee encourages the State party to pursue and further devel op
its policy aimed at dissenminating informati on and at increasing awareness of
the Convention. It also urges the authorities to integrate the Convention and
children's rights into the training curricula of professional groups dealing
with children, such as teachers, |aw enforcenment and correctional officials,

j udges, social workers and health personnel, and into the school and

uni versity curricul a.

216. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
neasures to reduce school drop-out by, inter alia, pronoting vocationa
training and alternative educational progranmes.

217. In the difficult period of transition to a market econony, the Comittee
encourages the State party to take all appropriate nmeasures to nmaintain and
strengthen the full enjoyment of the rights of children, particularly with a
view to ensuring the allocation of available resources to their maxi mum extent
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for the inplenentation of the econonic, social and cultural rights in the
[ight of the principles of non-discrinination and the best interests of the
child.

218. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Commttee further
reconmends that the Governnent take all appropriate neasures, including

| egi slative ones, to conbat ill-treatnment within the famly and sexual abuse
of children. It suggests that the authorities gather information and initiate
a conprehensive study to inprove understandi ng of the nature and scope of the
probl em and set up social programres to prevent all types of child abuse.

219. In relation to intercountry adoption, the State party is encouraged to
rati fy the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

220. In the field of juvenile justice, the Commttee recomends that the
State party raise the mninmmage of crimnal responsibility and take all
appropriate neasures to reduce the length of prelimnary investigation and of
pre-trial detention.

221. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recomends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
Sl oveni a be nade widely available to the public at large and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the relevant sumary
records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.

Such a docurent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
CGovernment, the Parliament and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nent al or gani zati ons.
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1. OVERVIEWCOF THE OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Methods of work of the Committee

1. Qiidelines for periodic reports

222. At the thirteenth session the Conmittee concluded its work on guidelines
regarding the formand contents of periodic reports to be subnmitted by States
parties in the light of article 44, paragraph 1 (b) of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, on the basis of previous discussion and preparatory work
undertaken by the Conmittee since its tenth session. |In finalizing the new
guidelines, the Comrittee had in mnd the need for a dynam c approach to the
situation of children, and the catalytic role played by the concl uding
observations adopted follow ng the consideration of the initial reports
submitted by States parties. It also stressed the inportance of data and

i nformation collection, as well as the devel opment of appropriate indicators
in order to nonitor progress, difficulties encountered and benchmar ks
established for future action in the various areas covered by the Convention
The gui delines were adopted by the Cormittee at its 343rd neeting.

2. Support to the Committee

223. The Conmittee recalled the unprecedented nunber of States parties to the
Convention, alnost universally ratified, and wel conmed this expression of
political comitment to pronote and protect the fundamental rights of

children. It was particularly encouraged by the willingness expressed by
States parties to the Convention to use the reporting systemon its

i mpl enentati on as an on-goi ng process designed to inprove the situation of
children. In that regard, it particularly wel coned the various neasures
adopted by States parties as followup to the recommendati ons addressed to
them during the examination of their initial reports.

224, The Committee noted with satisfaction the close and effective
cooperation devel oped with United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies and

ot her conpetent bodies, including non-governnental organizations, to foster
international solidarity with a viewto pronoting the realization of
children's rights, in particular in the light of articles 4 and 45 of the
Convention. The support given by these bodies to the inplenentation of the
Convention, and the steps taken by themto review and nonitor periodically the
situation and human rights of children, as reconmended by the Wrld Conference
on Human Ri ghts, was particularly wel coned.

225. The Conmittee expressed its serious concern at its heavy workl oad and at
the increasing risks of a backlog building up in the consideration of States
parties reports and in the effective fulfilment of its nonitoring functions.
It reaffirmed its commtment to deal without delay with State party reports in
order not to dash the expectations created around the rights of the child.
Simlarly, it recalled its previous request to the Secretary-Ceneral, nade at
its fourth session, to strengthen support to the Cormittee and to provide it
with a mininmumof two additional Professional and one additional Cenera
Service posts. The Committee recalled the decisions previously taken by the
H gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to develop a plan of action to strengthen
substantive support for the Conmittee's work and to hel p provi de resources,
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when necessary, for the inplenentation of its reconmendations, including by
the establishnment of a substantive and nultidisciplinary support team which
woul d conduct its activities under the Committee's guidance. The

i mpl ement ati on of the plan of action had, however, unfortunately not yet
started.

226. The Committee was informed about the current process of restructuring
the Centre for Human Rights and of its major inpact on the servicing of the
Conmittee. It expressed its deep concern at the negative effects of such an
internal process on its methods of work and on its capacity to carry out its
functions in an expeditious and effective manner, including in view of the
decreasi ng nunber of staff menbers affected to the Committee.

227. In the view of the Committee, that situation might contribute to
conpromi sing the decisive efforts made until now and have a negative inmpact on
the enjoynent by all children of their fundamental rights.

228. For all those reasons, and in view of its previous request for the
strengt heni ng of support to the Cormittee, nade at its fourth session it
expressed its willingness to be involved in future consultations with the
Secretariat to ensure the optiml use of avail able resources and the effective
performance of its functions, in the light of article 43, paragraph 11 of the
Convention. Moreover, the Commttee decided to encourage the H gh

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to inplenent his plan of action as soon as
possi bl e and to consider ways in which such a plan might be taken into due
consideration in the current process of restructuring.

B. Review of devel opnents relevant to the
work of the Committee

229. At its first session, the Committee had requested the Secretariat to
report, at the beginning of each session, on the action taken pursuant to
deci si ons adopted by the Cormittee at its previous session. Accordingly, at
the 315th neeting, the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights informed the
Conmittee about recent activities of the United Nations human rights programe
relevant to the rights of the child. Those developrments included activities
relating to the plan of action of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights for
the strengthening of the inplenentation of the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child, the restructuring of the H gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Ri ghts, the
Seventh Meeting of Persons Chairing the Human Ri ghts Treaty Bodi es and recent
devel opnents in other human rights organs and treaty bodies. Mention was nmade
of the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1),
held in Istanbul from3 to 14 June 1996, of the Wrld Congress agai nst
Conmrer ci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockhol mfrom 27

to 31 August 1996, and of Ms. Grata Machel's final report on the inpact of
arnmed conflict on Children. The Conmittee was al so provided with an informal
note prepared by the Secretariat containing a sunmary of action taken at the
Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mnorities at
its forty-eighth session on issues relevant to the rights of the child.
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230. At the 320th neeting, the Chairperson, Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, inforned

the Conmittee about the nmain decisions taken and recomendati ons rmade by the

Seventh Meeting of Persons Chairing the Human Rights Treaty Bodies, which had
net in Geneva from 16 to 20 Septenber 1996 (see A/ 51/482).

231. Ms. Marilia Sardenberg, who had represented the Conmittee at the Second
United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), provided the
Conmittee with an account of the Conference and stressed the inportance of the
Conmmittee's participation in the inplenmentation and foll owup of the Habitat
Agenda, which ains at the full realization of the right to adequate housi ng.

232. Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo inforned the Cormittee on the Children's

M ni-Summt on the Anti-War Agenda, held in Yaounde, Caneroon, in July 1996

on the eve of the convening of the Organization of African Unity Assenbly of
Heads of State and CGovernment, with the participation of African children
victins of arned conflicts. The enrolnment of children in armed conflicts, the
reinsertion in society of children victins of arned conflicts and the probl em
of [andm nes had been at the heart of the debate.

233. Ms. Judith Karp nentioned her participation in a workshop on indi genous
peopl es and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, organized by the

United Nations Children's Fund on Vancouver Island in July 1996. She
underlined the need to spread awareness about the principles and provisions of
t he Convention anong i ndi genous peoples and to strengthen the understandi ng of
common denom nators between the Convention and the cultural val ues of

i ndi genous groups.

234. Ms. Flora C. Eufemio informed the Conmittee about her participation in
the Asian Sunmit on Media and the Rights of the Child and the inportant
recomendati ons nmade there, which were very tinely for the themati c debate on
“The child and the nedia”.

235. Ms. Judith Karp, M. Thonmas Hammarberg and Ms. Sandra Mason who, al ong
with Ms. Marta Santos Pais, had represented the Conmittee at the Wrld
Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, provided the
Conmittee with an account of the event, including reports on their
participation in various panels (on armed conflicts, prevention and
psychol ogi cal rehabilitation, on values, on the nmedia, on the |legal franework
to protect children's rights, on the exploiter, etc.). The very large
coverage and attention it had received in the nedia, were considered as
positive el ements which had contributed to raising awareness and sensiti zing
Governnents concerning the need for further nmeasures to conbat that phenomenon
in the general framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. |In the
St ockhol m Decl arati on and Agenda for Action the Wrld Congress had enphasi zed
the necessity of building up a strong partnership between Governnents,

i nternational organizations and all sectors of society, as well as the
essential role of the Conmittee in nonitoring the inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons of the Congress. The Conmittee stressed the inportance of
ensuring effective followup to the final docunents adopted by the Congress as
a neans of strengthening the realization of the fundamental rights of

children, particularly against sexual exploitation



CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 65
page 39

236. The Conmittee was informed by Ms. Santos Pais about Ms. Grata Machel's
study on the inpact of arnmed conflict on children, undertaken follow ng a
request of the Committee. The study had been finalized and was to be
presented before the General Assenbly at its current session on

11 Novenber 1996. The four main areas identified by the Conmittee at its
first general discussion, nanmely the adequacy of international standards, the
prevention of the involvement of children in armed conflicts, their effective
protection, as well as their physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and socia
reintegration were addressed in the study, and were the subject of specific
reconmendati ons by Ms. Machel .

C. Cooperation with United Nations and
ot her conpetent bodies

237. During the session, the Committee held an informal neeting with

Ms. Carol Bellany, Executive-Director of the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). During this exchange of views, ways and neans to enhance the

exi sting cooperation and partnership built around the Convention were

di scussed.

238. Simlarly, the Chairperson and one of the Vice-Chairpersons,

M's. Marilia Sardenberg, had an infornmal exchange of views with the Deputy
Director Ceneral of the International Labour O ganization, M. Tapiola, and

di scussed new neans for reinforcing the present fruitful cooperation between
the International Labour Organization and the Committee for the inplenmentation
of the Convention.

239. At the 328th neeting, the Commttee held an exchange of views with a
representative of Interpol in the framework of its ongoing cooperation wth
t hat organi zati on.

240. The Committee was informed about the recent activities of the Standing
Wirking Party on O fences against Mnors of Interpol, which had been actively
i nvol ved in the organi zation of the Wrld Congress agai nst Commrercial Sexua
Exploitation of Children. At its eighth session, which had taken place in
St ockhol m during the Wrld Congress, the Standing Conmittee had decided to
establish within Interpol a database on perpetrators of crines against
children and to finalize a practical manual for police officers dealing with
paedophilia and ot her offences against mnors. |In the framework of existing
activities, nention was nmade of the general database constituted by

i nformation gathered through a wi de range of police cooperation in 176
countries, as well as the systemof individual files on suspected offenders.
The representative of Interpol also informed the Conmittee that an

i nternational conference addressing, in particular, police forces in

South Anerica would be convened in March 1997 in Buenos Aires, and expressed
the hope that relevant United Nations organs, including the Conmttee, would
participate in the conference.

241. Menbers of the Conmittee reaffirned the rel evance of close cooperation
between the Committee and Interpol and the inportance attached by the
Conmittee to issues such as the training of [aw enforcenment officials in
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children's rights, awareness raising activities to strengthen the prevention
of crimes against minors and the devel opnent of data in order better to
identify and apprehend perpetrators.

D. General discussion on the child and the nedia

242. In the light of rule 75 of its provisional rules of procedures, the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child has decided periodically to devote one
day of general discussion to a specific article of the Convention or to a
theme in the area of the rights of the child in order to enhance understanding
of the content and inplications of the Convention

243. At its eleventh session, the Cormittee decided to devote its next day
of general discussion to the issue of “The child and the nmedia”, to be held
on 7 Cctober 1996.

244, In an outline prepared to guide the general discussion, the Conmittee
expressed the view that, as with human rights in general, the press and other
nmedi a had essential functions in pronoting and protecting the fundamental
rights of the child and in helping to inplenent in practice the principles and
standards of the Convention. The Conmittee al so expressed the view that the
nmedi a could play a pivotal role in nonitoring the realization of the rights of
the child. Special reference was nade to the “image” of the child given by
the media, which could either create and convey respect for children and young
peopl e or spread prejudice and stereotypes which mght have a negative

i nfl uence on public opinion and politicians. Reference was also nade to
protection by the nedia of the privacy of the child in reporting, for

i nstance, involvenment in crimnal activities, sexual abuse or famly problens
and to the protection of children against information that m ght have a
harnful inpact on them primarily progranmes containing brutal violence and
pornography. Finally, reference was nade to the role of the nmedia in offering
children the possibility to express thensel ves.

245. The Conmittee identified three main areas to be considered during the
day of general discussion

1. VWhat can be done to develop the possibilities for children to
partici pate actively in the nedia?

2. VWhat can be done to protect children from harnful influences
t hrough t he nedi a?

3. VWhat can be done to encourage the nmedia to contribute to inproving
the image of the child through their reporting?

246. As for previous thematic discussions, the Conmmittee had invited, in the
light of article 45 of the Convention, representatives of United Nations
organs, bodi es and specialized agencies, and other conpetent bodies, including
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, nedia representatives, research and acadenic
organi zations, and children to contribute to the di scussion and provi de expert
advice on the topics identified.
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247. Several organizations subm tted docunments and contributions on the
theme. The list of these docunents and contributions is to be found in
annex VI to the present report.

248. Representatives of the follow ng organizati ons and bodi es partici pated
in the day of general discussion: Hi gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights,
United Nations Information Service, United Nations Children’s Fund, the

I nternational Labour Organization, the Ofice of the United Nations

H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, United Nations Conference on Trade and

Devel opnent, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural

Organi zation, United Nations Non-Governnental Organizations Liaison Ofice,
International Commttee of the Red Cross, National Youth Bureau of the Ofice
of the Prime Mnister of Thailand, Permanent M ssion of Albania to the

United Nations Ofice in Geneva, Permanent M ssion of Hungary to the

United Nations OFfice in Geneva, Permanent M ssion of the Islamc Republic of
Iran to the United Nations Ofice in Geneva, Permanent M ssion of Wkraine to
the United Nations Ofice in Geneva, Association internationale des Magistrats
de [ a Jeunesse, ATD Fourth World, Alianza G vica Mexico, Bahai International
Conmmunity, British Broadcasting Corporation, Bureau International Catholique
de |"Enfance, Caritas Internationalis, Centre international du film pour

' enfance et |a jeunesse, Childnet International, Child Rights International
Research Institute, Children’s Ri ghts Developnent Unit (UK), Children's Rights
Ofice (London), Consultant on Health and Social Aspects, Defence for Children

International, International Abolitionst Federation, International School of
CGeneva, International Federation of Journalists, International Federation of
Soci al Wrkers, International | nner Weel, International Save the Children

Al liance, Just Think Foundation, Lutheran Wirld Federation, Network for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Japan), NGO G oup for the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, Romanian National Committee for UNI CEF, Save the
Children-UK, SOS Torture, Wonen International League for Peace and Freedom
Wrmen's Wrld Sumit Foundation, World Council of Churches, Wrld

Federati on of Methodi st Wnen, Young Media Partners, Zonta |International.

Ms. Dulce P. Estrella-CGust al so participated.

249. The foll owi ng persons nade statenents during the introductory part of
the day: Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, Chairperson of the Committee on the R ghts
of the Child; M. José Ayal a-Lasso, High Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

M. Thomas Hammar berg, Vice-Chairman of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child and rapporteur for the day of general discussion; M. Paul Ignatieff,
Director, UNI CEF Geneva O fice; M. Neil Boothby, Senior Coordinator for

Ref ugee Children, UNHCR, M. Carlos Arnal do, Chief, Free Flow of Information
and Comuni cati on Research, UNESCO M. Angel a Penrose, Save the Chil dren- UK
on behalf of International Save the Children Alliance; Ms. GQunilla von Hall,
a journalist with Svenska agbl adet; and Ms. Bettina Peeters, Deputy
Secretary-General, International Federation of Journalists.

250. After the introductory statenments in plenary session, the participants
were divided into three panels to discuss the various issues identified.

Panel | on “Child participation in the nedia”, was chaired by
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg, Vice Chairperson of the Conmittee on the Rights of the
Child, and the Rapporteur was Ms. June Kane from UNI CEF; Panel 1l on

“Protection of the child against harnful influences through the nedia” was
chaired by M. Youri Kol osov, a menber of the Conmittee on the Rights of the
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Child and the Rapporteur was M. Carlos Arnaldo from UNESCO Panel |11 on
“Respect for the integrity of the child in nedia reporting”, was chaired by
Ms. Sandra Mason, a nenber of the Conmmittee on the Rights of the Child and the
Rapporteur was Ms. Bettina Peeters fromthe International Federation of
Journal i sts.

251. After the discussions in the three panels, a general debate was held, in
whi ch, together with nenbers of the Conmittee, the representatives of a nunber
of United Nations organs, bodies, specialized agenci es and non-gover nnment al
organi zations participated. The day of general discussion was concl uded by
the statenents made by Ms. Thérése Gastaut, Director of the United Nations
Informati on Service, Ms. Bettina Peeters and M. Thomas Hanmar berg, who
presented the prelimnary conclusions of the discussion in his capacity as
Rapporteur of the day.

252. On the occasion of the discussion day, UN CEF organized a lunch-tine

i nteractive session which brought together young people fromthe Internationa
School in Ceneva, representatives of the nedia and persons working in the
field of the protection and pronotion of children’s rights to discuss exanpl es
of effective partnerships between children and the nedia, with the objective
of providing practical exanples of the use of the nedia to pronote children’s
ri ghts.

253. The discussion in Panel | (“Child participation in the nmedia”) centred
around the inportance of children participating not just as conmmentators, but
at all levels of the information process, as the only way to avoid tokeni sm
For that purpose it was necessary to devel op adequate mechani snms to enable the
child to participate at all stages of nedia production. It was also felt
that it was essential to take into account the context in which each child
lived and conmuni cated, as well as to know to what extent and how the child's
voi ce was al ready heard in each community. The participants di scussed ways of
i nfluencing the various actors in helping children to make their voices heard.
Such actors enconpassed a broader range than the nedia as such and incl uded
parents and professionals working with and for children. The essential need
to form partnerships and col | aboration and to encourage all actors to nmake the
i nks thensel ves between their personal concern for children and their

prof essi onal capacity to make a difference was stressed in that connection
The potential positive inpact of technology for children's rights was al so
underlined, as well as the inportance of access to all kinds of media
including traditional forms. The educational role of the nmedia and the gl oba
responsibility of all groups in society in changing attitudes was nenti oned.
Lastly, the group considered that any guidelines produced nust draw attention
to the positive potential of the nedia and the desirability of pronoting

col  aboration and partici pation.

254, Participants in Panel Il (“Protection of the child against harnfu

i nfluences through the nedia”) felt that there was a need to keep children on
the nedi a's agenda on a continuing basis and that States should be called upon
to take concrete neasures to encourage the nass nedia to disseni nate
information and material of social and cultural benefit to the child and in
accordance with the spirit of article 29 of the Convention, as called for in
article 17 (a). The clear identification of harnful influences in the nedia
was consi dered essential, as well as the need to raise, through school and in
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ot her foruns, children's awareness of how to handl e nedia i ssues. For that
purpose, it was necessary to pronpte education progranmes on how to deal in a
critical and constructive manner with the nmedia. It was also considered that
a better bal ance shoul d be reached in the nedia between concern for protection
and an accurate reflection of the real world; it was stressed that positive as
wel | as negative aspects of the news should be covered. Reference was made to
the need to protect and preserve cultural diversity and avoid cultura
stereotypes. The general gender bias against girls and wonen was nentioned as
bei ng an inportant protection issue that should not be overshadowed by the

i ssue of sexual exploitation. The need for nedia professionals to draft, or
to anmend guidelines for nmedia in the light of the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child was stressed. Wiile the inplenentation of these guidelines should
be carried out by the nedia profession and industry in a spirit of
self-discipline, this could be made nore effective through enmpowering
citizens' associations and consumer groups in their nonitoring of media
proganmes and scheduling. Freedom of expression was to be safeguarded as a
basic right enshrined in the Convention, though several felt it was necessary
to resort to strong nmeasures to limt the access of the very young to
injurious nedia fare, specifically pornography, paedophilia and gratuitous

vi ol ence. Specific reference was nade to Internet, and sone suggested
pronmoting software to limt access to harnful sites. The need to develop in
all countries hotlines where Internet users could transmt information on
existing harnful sites in order to allow those responsible for the hotline
together with other interested parties to find solutions was al so stressed, as
wel |l as the need to share responsibility for screening the material between
the industry, the parents, the teachers and where appropriate children

t henmsel ves.

255. The debate in Panel 11 (“Respect for the integrity of the child in
nmedi a reporting”) started with a reference to the general |egal framework
provided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which addressed every
human bei ng bel ow the age of 18. It was recognized that the nmedia played an
essential role in the pronotion and protection of human rights in general and
that nedia professionals, including nedia editors and owners, should be
particularly wvigilant in trying to safeguard the integrity of the child. It
was felt that there was a need for further debate and cooperation at the

nati onal, regional and |local levels on integrating the principles of the
Convention in nedia reporting and i npl enenting the Convention through the
nmedi a. The di scussion focused on two main issues. The first related to the
way the nedia shoul d approach children as sources of information. Reference
was nmade to the need to use special techniques taking into account the best
interests of the child in interviews or sinulations involving child victins of
vi ol ence and abuse. It was stressed that it was useful to provide such
children with an appropriate channel of expression, and that such an
opportunity could contribute to raising awareness on human rights viol ations
suffered by children. The second issue concerned the child' s access to the
nmedia. 1In that regard, mention was nade of a nunber of positive experiences,
such as news agencies where child reporters provided i nformati on ai ned at
children. Reference was nade to the nost conmon stereotypes in nedia
reporting about children, such as the "violent teen-ager"” or the

m srepresentation of children fromspecific groups. It was nentioned that
such stereotypes were not only the responsibility of the media but involved
the society at |arge.
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256. On the basis of the discussions on the various issues both at the
pl enary and by the three panels, the follow ng recommendati ons were fornul ated
by the Rapporteur for the thematic debate:

1. Child media. A dossier should be conpiled on positive practica
experi ences of active child participation in the nedia, such as
“Children's Express” in the United Kingdomand the United States.

2. Child forumwithin Internet. The UNICEF-initiated “Voices of
Youth” at the Wrld Wde Wb should be pronpoted and advertised as a
positive facility for international discussion on inportant issues

bet ween young peopl e.

3. Active child libraries. The experience of dynam c child
libraries, or child departnments within public libraries, should be
docunent ed and di sseni nat ed.

4, Medi a education. Know edge about the nmedia, their inpact and
functioning should be inparted in schools at all l|evels. Students shoul d
be enabled to relate to and use the nedia in a participatory nmanner, as
well as to learn how to decode nedi a nessages, including in adverti sing.
CGood experiences in some countries should be nmade avail able to others.

5. State support to nedia for children. There is a need for
budgetary support to ensure the production and di ssem nation of

children's books, mnmgazi nes and papers, mnusic, theatre and ot her
artistic expressions for children, as well as child oriented filnms and
vi deos. Assistance through international cooperation should al so
support nedia and art for children

6. Constructive agreenents with nmedia conpanies to protect children
agai nst harnful influences. Facts should be gathered about various

attenpts at voluntary agreenents with nmedi a conpani es on positive
nmeasures, such as not broadcasting viol ent progranmes during certain
hours, clear presentations before programes about their content and the
devel opnent of technical devices, such as “V-chips”, to help consuners
to block out certain types of programmes. Likew se, experiences with
respect to the introduction of voluntary ethical standards and
nmechani sns to encourage respect for them shoul d be assenbl ed and

eval uated; this should include an analysis of the effectiveness of

exi sting codes of conduct, professional guidelines, press councils,
broadcasting councils, press onbudsnmen and simlar bodies.

7. Conpr ehensi ve national plans of action to enpower parents in the
nedia market. Governnents should initiate a national discussion on
nmeans to pronote positive alternatives to the negative tendencies in the
nmedi a market, to encourage nmedi a know edge and support parents in their
role as guides to their children in relation to electronic and other
nedi a. An international workshop should be organized to pronote a

di scussion on this approach

8. Advice on inplenentation of article 17 of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. A study should be conducted with the purpose of
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devel opi ng advice to Governnents on how they coul d encourage the
devel opnent of “guidelines for the protection of the child from
information and material injurious to his or her well-being”. Such a
study should al so serve the purpose of assisting the Cormittee on the
Rights of the Child in drafting a general conment on article 17.

9. Specific guidelines for reporting on child abuse. To encourage
further discussion in newsroonms and within the nmedia community as a

whol e gui del i nes should be drafted by appropriate journalist bodies on
how to report on abuse of children and at the same tinme protect the
dignity of the children involved. Special enphasis should be placed on
the i ssue of not exposing the identity of the child.

10. Material for journalist education on child rights. Materia
shoul d be produced to assist journalist and nedia schools on child
rights standards, established procedures for child rights nonitoring,
existing international, regional and national institutions working with
children, as well as basic aspects of child devel opnent. The manua

pl anned by the Centre for Human Rights of the United Nations as a too
for journalist education on human rights should be w dely dissemn nated
when produced.

11. Net work for media watchgroups. The positive work of nedia
wat chgroups in various countries should be encouraged and “good i deas”

transferred between countries. The purpose is to give nedia consuners a
voi ce in the discussion on nedia ethics and children. A focal point for
exchanges shoul d be establ i shed.

12. Service to “child rights correspondents”. Interested journalists
should be invited to sign up on a list of “child rights correspondents”.
They shoul d be provided regularly with informati on about inportant child
issues and with interesting reports by others, and be seen as nedia
advisers to the international child rights community.

257. In view of the various contributions nade and the inportance of the
i ssues considered, the Cormmittee felt that there was a need to ensure
followup to the general discussion. It was therefore decided that a working

group on the nedia and the Convention on the Rights of the Child should be
constituted to consider further the various recommendati ons made. This
wor ki ng group shoul d include representatives of the Conmittee, the

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the Departnent of Public Information, the

I nternational Federation of Journalists and non-governnental organizations.
It was requested that that working group should consider, in particular,
constructive ways of ensuring inplenmentation of the 12 recomendati ons and
ot her proposals made during the discussion. The Conmittee decided to

aut hori ze M. Thomas Hammarberg to represent it on the working group and
initiate its convening. The group is expected to report to the Committee at
future session (May-June 1997).
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I'V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FOURTEENTH SESSI ON

258. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the fourteenth session
of the Committee:

1.

2.

Adopti on of the agenda.
Organi zati onal and other natters.

Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention.

Consi deration of reports of States parties.
Revi ew of devel opnments relevant to the work of the Conmittee.

Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodi es.

Met hods of work of the Committee.
Future neetings of the Comittee.

G her matters.
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V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

259. At its 343rd neeting, held on 11 Cctober 1996, the Committee adopted the
draft report on its thirteenth session.
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Annex |
STATES WH CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RIGHTS OF THE CH LD AS AT 11 COCTOBER 1996 (187)
St at es Date of signature Date of receipt of Date of entry
i nstrunment of into force
ratification/
accession a/
Af ghani st an 27 Septenmber 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
Al bani a 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
Al geria 26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
Andorra 2 Cctober 1995 2 January 1996 1 February 1996
Angol a 14 February 1990 5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991
Anti gua and
Bar buda 12 March 1991 5 Cct ober 1993 4 Novenber 1993
Argentina 29 June 1990 4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991
Ar meni a 23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
Australia 22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991
Austria 26 January 1990 6 August 1992 5 Sept enber 1992
Azer bai j an 13 August 1992 a/ 12 Sept enber 1992
Bahamas 30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
Bahr ai n 13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
Bangl adesh 26 January 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bar bados 19 April 1990 9 Cctober 1990 8 Novenber 1990
Bel ar us 26 January 1990 1 Cctober 1990 31 Cct ober 1990
Bel gi um 26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
Belize 2 March 1990 2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Beni n 25 April 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bhut an 4 June 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bol i vi a 8 March 1990 26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bosni a and
Her zegovi na b/ 6 March 1992
Bot swana 14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
Brazi | 26 January 1990 24 Sept enmber 1990 24 Cct ober 1990
Br unei
Dar ussal am 27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996
Bul gari a 31 May 1990 3 June 1991 3 July 1991
Bur ki na Faso 26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 Septenber 1990
Bur undi 8 May 1990 19 Cctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990
Canbodi a 22 Septenber 1992 15 COct ober 1992 14 Novenber 1992
Caner oon 25 Sept enber 1990 11 January 1993 10 February 1993

a/ Accession.

b/ Successi on.

St at es

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry




Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo
Costa Rica

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech
Republic b/
Denocratic
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea
Denmar k
O i bouti
Domi ni ca
Dom ni can
Republic

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
Equat ori al
Qui nea
Eritrea

Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Fi nl and

France

Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a
Ger many
Chana
States

28

30
30
26

29
26
30
26

26

23
26
30
26

26

26

20

2
26
26

26
5

26
29

Date of signature

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept ember 1990
January 1990

August 1990

January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

Decenber 1993

July 1993
January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

13
4

23
13
28
22

14
21

21
19

13
11
23

10

21
14
13
20

g1 o N 0 ©

Date of receipt of

Decenber 1991
June 1992 a/

April 1992
Cct ober 1990
August 1990

March 1992
January 1991
June 1993

Cct ober 1993 a/
August 1990

February 1991

August 1991
February 1991

Sept ember 1990
July 1991
Decenber 1990

March 1991
June 1991

March 1990
July 1990
July 1990

June 1992 a/
August 1994

Cct ober 1991 a/
May 1991 a/
August 1993
June 1991
August 1990

February 1994
August 1990
June 1994 a/
March 1992
February 1990

instrunent of

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 65
page 49

into force

12
4

23
1
12

1
27
21
13
20

6
8
20
9

January 1992
July 1992

May 1992
Novemnber
Sept enber

1990
1990

April 1992
February 1991
July 1993
November
Sept enber

1993
1990

March 1991

Cct ober 1991
Sept ember 1991
March 1991

1 January 1993

21
18

12

11

Oct ober 1990
August 1991
January 1991
April 1991

July 1991
1990

1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

July 1992

Sept enber 1994

Novemnber

June 1991
Sept enber
July 1991
Sept enber

1991
1993
1990

March 1994
Sept enber
July 1994
April 1992
Sept enber

1990

1990

Date of entry

into force
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G eece

G enada
Guat enal a
Qui nea

QUi nea- Bi ssau

Guyana
Hai ti
Hol y See
Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a
Iran (lslamc
Republ i c of)
Iraq

I rel and
| srael
Italy
Jamai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya

Ki ri bat
Kuwai t

Kyrgyzst an
Lao People’s
Denocratic

Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein
Li t huani a
Luxenbour g

St at es

26
21
26
26
30
20
20
31
14
26

26

30
26
26
21
29

16
26

26
21

26

30

21

Date of signature

January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept ember 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990

Mar ch 1990

January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

January 1990
August 1990

April 1990

Sept enber 1990

March 1990

ratification/
accessi on

11 May 1993
5 Novenber
6 June 1990
3 July 1990 a/

1990
1
20 August 1990

14 January 1991
8 June 1995

20 April 1990
10 August 1990
7 COctober 1991

28 Cctober
11 Decenber
5 Sept enber

1992
1992 a/
1990

13 July 1994
15 June 1994 a/

28 Septenber 1992
3 Cctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991
14 May 1991

22 April 1994

24 Nay 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 Decenber
21 Cct ober

1995 a/
1991

7 Cctober 1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/
14 May 1991
10 March 1992

4 June 1993
15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995

31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994

Date of receipt of

27
11

12
15

28

13
22

23
11

10
20

15
21
1
6

June 1993
Decenber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990

February 1991

July 1995

Sept enber

Sept enber
Novemnber

1990
1990
1991

Novenber 1992
January 1993
Cct ober 1990

August 1994
July 1994

Cct ober
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991
June 1991
May 1994

1992

June 1991

Sept enber 1994
Sept ember 1990
January 1996
Noverber 1991

Novenber 1994

June 1991
May 1992

June 1991
April 1992

July 1993

May 1993
January 1996
March 1992
April 1994

Date of entry




Madagascar
Mal awi

Mal aysi a
Mal di ves
Mal i

Mal t a

Mar shal |

I sl ands
Mauritani a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
States of)

Monaco

Mongol i a

Mor occo

Mozanbi que

Myanmar
Nami bi a
Naur u

Nepal

Net her | ands

New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a

Ni ue

Nor way
Paki st an
Pal au
Pananma
Papua

New Qui nea

Par aguay
Peru

Phi | i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t uga

St at es

19

21

26

26

14
26

26

26
26
30

26

26
26

26
26

26

20

26

30

26

26

26
26

Date of signature

April 1990

August 1990
January 1990

January 1990

April 1993
January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept ember 1990
January 1990
January 1990

COct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
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instrunment of into force
ratification/
accession

19 March 1991 18 April 1991

2 January 1991 a/ 1 February 1991
17 February 1995 a/ 19 March 1995

11 February 1991 13 March 1991

20 September 1990 20 Cctober 1990
30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990

4 Cctober 1993 3 Novenber 1993
16 May 1991 15 June 1991

26 July 1990 a/ 2 Septenber 1990
21 Septenmber 1990 21 Cctober 1990

5 May 1993 a/ 4 June 1993

21 June 1993 a/ 21 July 1993

5 July 1990 2 Sept enber 1990
21 June 1993 21 July 1993

26 April 1994 26 May 1994

15 July 1991 a/ 14 August 1991

30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990
27 July 1994 a/ 26 August 1994

14 Sept enber 1990 14 Cct ober 1990

6 February 1995 7 March 1995

6 April 1993 6 May 1993

5 Cct ober 1990 4 Novenber 1990
30 Septenber 1990 30 Cct ober 1990
19 April 1991 19 May 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/ 19 January 1996

8 January 1991 7 February 1991
12 Novenber 1990 12 Decenber 1990
4 August 1995 a/ 3 Sept enber 1995
12 Decenber 1990 11 January 1991

1 March 1993 31 March 1993

25 Septenmber 1990 25 Cctober 1990

4 Septenber 1990 4 Cct ober 1990
21 August 1990 20 September 1990

7 June 1991 7 July 1991

21 September 1990 21 Cctober 1990

Date of receipt of

Date of entry
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Qat ar
Republ i c of

Kor ea
Republ i c of
Mol dova
Romani a
Russi an
Federati on

Rwanda

Saint Kitts
and Nevi s
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

G enadi nes
Sanoa

San Marino
Sao Tone

and Princi pe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es

Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e
Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

| sl ands

South Africa
Spai n

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name

Swazi | and
Sweden
Syrian Arab
Republic
Taj i ki stan
Thai | and

St at es

25

26

26

26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26
26
24
26

22
26

18

Date of signature

Decenber 1992

Sept ember 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990
January 1990
July 1990

January 1990

August 1990
January 1990

Sept ember 1990

i nstrunent of
ratification/
accession

3 April 1995

20 Novenber 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Sept enmber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991
24 July 1990

16 June 1993 a/

26 Cctober
29 Novenber

1993

1994
25 Novenber 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/

31 July 1990
7 Septenber 1990 a/
18 June 1990

5 Cctober 1995 a/

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995
6 Decenber
12 July 1991
3 August 1990
1 March 1993

1990

7 Sept enber
29 June 1990

1995

15 July 1993
26 Cctober 1993 a/
27 March 1992 a/

Date of receipt of

into force

3 May 1995
20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept enber 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990

16 July 1993

25 Novenber
29 Decenber

1993
1994
25 Decenber 1991
13 June 1991

25 February 1996

2 Septenber 1990
7 Cctober 1990

2 Septenber 1990
4 Novenber 1995
1 January 1993

5 June 1991

10 May 1995

16 July 1995

5 January 1991
11 August 1991

2 Septenber 1990
31 March 1993

6 COct ober
2 Sept enber

1995
1990

14 August 1993

25 Novenber 1993
26 April 1992

Date of entry




The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago

Tuni sia

Tur key
Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne

United Ki ngdom
Britain
and Northern

of G eat

I rel and
Uni t ed
Republic

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zaire

Zanbi a
Zi nbabwe

26

30

26

14

17
21

19

30

26
26
13
26
20

January 1990

Sept ember 1990
February 1990

Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990
Sept ember 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990
Mar ch 1990
1990

Sept enber
March 1990
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instrunment of into force
ratification/
accession

17 Septenber 1991

1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990

6 Novenber 1995 a/ 6 Decenber 1995

5 Decenber 1991 4 January 1992
30 January 1992 29 February 1992
4 April 1995 4 May 1995

20 September 1993 a/ 19 Cctober 1993
22 Septenmber 1995 a/ 22 Cctober 1995
17 August 1990 16 Septenber 1990
28 August 1991 27 September 1991
16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
10 June 1991 10 July 1991
20 Novenber 1990 20 Decenber 1990
29 June 1994 a/ 29 July 1994

7 July 1993 6 August 1993

13 Sept enber 1990 13 Cctober 1990
28 February 1990 2 Septenber 1990

1 May 1991 31 May 1991

3 January 1991 2 February 1991
27 September 1990 27 Cctober 1990

5 Decenber 1991 5 January 1992
11 Septenber 1990 11 Cctober 1990
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Annex 11

MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CH LD
Nane of nmenber Country of nationality
M's. Hoda BADRAN* Egypt
M's. Akila BELEMBAOGO** Bur ki na Faso
Ms. Flora C. EUFEM O* Phi | i ppi nes
M. Thomas HAMVARBERG* Sweden
Ms. Judith KARP** | srael
M. Youri KOLOSOv** Russi an Federation
M ss Sandra Prunella MASON** Bar bados
M. Swi thun Tachi ona MOVBESHORA* Zi mbabwe
Ms. Marta SANTCS PAI S* Por t uga
Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG Brazi |

* Termexpires on 28 February 1997.

**  Term expires on 28 February 1999.



State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Benin

Bhut an
Bol i vi a
Brazi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur und
Chad

Chile
Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republ i c of Korea

Ecuador

Annex |1

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF

THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 11 OCTOBER 1996

Initial

reports due in 1992

Date of entry into

force

2
8
31
2
2
2
2
24
30
18
1
12
20
21

Sept ember 1990
Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990

23
29
17
31
11
20
20

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992

Novenber 1992 12
Cct ober 1992 12
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992 14

Oct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Novenber 1992
Oct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992 22
Sept ember 1992 28
Cct ober 1992 13

Sept ember 1992 11

Date of subnission

15 Novenber 1995

Sept ember 1996
February 1993

Sept ember 1992

July 1993

June 1993
Cct ober 1992
February 1996

June 1996

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

38
45
14

19

18

41

44

GG abed

S O 1040



State party

Egypt
El Sal vador

France

Ganbi a

Ghana

G enada

Quat ermal a

Qui nea

Qui nea- Bi ssau
Holy See
Hondur as

| ndonesi a

Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nami bi a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

force

2
2

N N O N N O

19

20
30

21

30

Sept enber
Sept enmber

Sept enmber
Sept enmber
Sept enmber
Decenber

Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

1990
1990
1990

1990

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enmber

1990

Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enmber

1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enmber

1990

Cct ober 1990

=Y

P P AN P O O

18

19
29

20

Dat e due

Sept enmber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enmber
Sept enmber
Sept enmber

1992
1992

1992
1992
1992

1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enmber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

23
3

8

20

Date of subnission

Cct ober 1992

Novenmber 1992
April 1993

Novenber 1995

5 January 1995

11
17

25
15
20
21

March 1994
May 1993
Novenber 1992

July 1995

Decenber 1992
Oct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

Add. 28

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

15

39

33

27
17

10 &
26

36
11
32
12

9g abed

S O 1Od0



State party

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal

Romani a

Russi an Federation
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Senegal

Seychel | es

Sierra Leone

Sudan

Sweden
Togo

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

14 Cct ober 1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

1990

4 Novenber
30 Cctober
12 Decenber
25 Cct ober

4 Cct ober

20 Sept ember 1990
21 Cctober 1990
1990
1990
2 1990
2 Septenber 1990
7 Cctober 1990
2

2

28 Cct ober
15 Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

Sept enmber
Sept enmber

N

1990
1990

Sept enmber
2 Sept enber

19
20
27
14

[ =« RS N

=Y

Dat e due

Cct ober 1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

1992

Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober
Cct ober

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
1992
1992
1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
1992
1992

Cct ober
Sept enmber
Sept enmber

Sept enmber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Sept enmber
Sept enber

Date of subnission

10 April 1995
12 January 1994
27 April 1994
25 January 1993
30 August 1993

28 Cctober 1992

21 Septenmber 1993
17 August 1994

14 April 1993

16 Cctober 1992
12 Septenber 1994

10 April 1996

29 Septenber 1992

7 Septenber 1992
27 February 1996

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

34
25
29
13
22

7 &
24

23
30
16
5

31

3 &
20

.S obed
7S O OO



State party

Uganda
Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zaire

Zi nbabwe

Angol a
Argentina

Australia
Bahanas

Bul gari a

Col onmbi a

Cote d'lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus
Denmar k

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

force

16
20
13

2

27
11

16
22

27

20

18

Sept ember 1990
Decenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990

Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990

15
19
12

26
10

Initial

Dat e due
Sept ember 1992 1
Decenber 1992 2

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992 30

Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992 23

reports due in 1993

January 1991
January 1991

January 1991
March 1991
July 1991
February 1991
March 1991
Novenber 1991
Sept ember 1991
March 1991
August 1991

15
21

26

19

17

January 1991

January 1993 17
January 1993 8
March 1993

July 1993 29
February 1993 14
March 1993

Novenber 1993 8
Sept ember 1993 27
March 1993 22
August 1993 14

Date of subnission

February 1996
August 1995

Sept ember 1992

May 1995

March 1993

January 1996

Sept ember 1995
April 1993

Novenber 1994
Cct ober 1995

Decenber 1994
Sept ember 1993

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

Add. 17

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

40
37

4 &
21

35

31

29

19

30
24

gg abed

S O 1Od0



State party

O i bouti

Doni ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
| srael
Italy
Jamai ca
Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves

Mauritani a

Date of entry into

Initial

force

5
12
11
20
13
20
13

6

2

5
13
23
20

7

13
18

1
13
15

January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Novenber 1991
June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991
Novenber 1991
June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991
June 1991

4
11
10
19
12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

Dat e due

January 1993
April 1993
July 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993
Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993
June 1993

10
12

28

11
25
25
23
18

21
20

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

Date of subnission

August 1995
Decenber 1994

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996
January 1996

Decenber 1994
July 1993

July 1994

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

27
22

34

18
12

35
32

23

15

65 obed
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State party

Myanmar

Ni geri a

Nor way

Panama

Pol and

Republic of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tonme and Pri nci pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yenen

Yugosl avi a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

force

14
19

7
11

7
20
23
25
13
25

5
11
17

27

10

31

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991
Decenber 1991
February 1991
Decenber 1991
June 1991
June 1991
January 1991
August 1991
Sept ember 1991

Sept ember 1991

July 1991

May 1991
February 1991

13
18

10

19

22

24

12

24

10
16

26

30

Dat e due

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993
Decenber 1993
February 1993
Decenber 1993
June 1993
June 1993
January 1993
August 1993
Sept ember 1993

Sept ember 1993

July 1993

May 1993
February 1993

14
19
30
19
11
17
30

29
10
23

29

14
21

Date of subnission

Sept ember 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995
January 1994
Novenber 1994
Sept ember 1992

May 1995
August 1993
March 1994

Cct ober 1993
April 1994

Novenber 1994
Sept enber 1994

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

Rev. 1

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

26

28
11
21

25

13

10/

14

20
16

09 abed

S O 1Od0



State party

Al bani a

Austria

Azer bai j an

Bahr ai n

Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na
Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Qui nea
Ger many

I cel and

Ireland

Latvi a

Lesot ho

Li t huani a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1994

force

28

5
12
14
15

6
14
12

4
23

15

27
28
14

March 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
March 1992
January 1992
March 1992
Novenber 1992
January 1992
July 1992

May 1992

April 1992
January 1993
July 1992
April 1992
Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
May 1992
April 1992
March 1992

27

11
14
14

15
11

23

31
31
14

26

27

13

28

Dat e due

March 1994
Sept enber 1994
Sept enber 1994
March 1994
January 1994
March 1994
Novenber 1994
January 1994
July 1994

May 1994

March 1994
Decenber 1994
July 1994

May 1994
Novenber 1994
COct ober 1994
May 1994
April 1994
February 1994

8
9

12

17

27

30
30
4

Dat e of subm ssion

Cct ober 1996
Novenber 1995

July 1994

June 1994

March 1995
March 1996

August 1994
Noverber 1994
April 1996

CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 14
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 3

CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 12

19 abed

S O 1040



State party

Sl ovaki a
Thai | and
Tri ni dad and Tobago
Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Geat Britain and
Nort hern |rel and

Zanbi a

Al geria

Antigua and Barbuda
Ar meni a

Caner oon

Conor os

Congo

Fiji

G eece

I ndi a

Li beri a

Li byan Arab Janahiriya

Initial

reports due in 1994 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

1 January 1993
26 April 1992

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
15 January 1992

5 January 1992

31
25

28
14

Dat e due

Decenber 1994
April 1994
January 1994
February 1994
January 1994

January 1994

Date of subnission

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

reports due in 1995

[nitial
16 May 1993 15
4 Novenber 1993 3
23 July 1993 5
10 February 1993 9
22 July 1993 21
13 Novenber 1993 12
12 Sept enber 1993 11
10 June 1993 9
11 January 1993 10
4 July 1993 3
15 May 1993 14

May 1995
Novenber 1995
August 1995
February 1995
July 1995
Novenber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

May 1995

16 Novenber 1995

12 June 1996

23 May 1996

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 13
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1
and Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ T/ 28/ Add. 6

29 obed

S O 1Od0



State party

Marshal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Feder at ed
States of)

Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and

Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Luci a

Sai nt Vi ncent and
t he G enadi nes

Suri nane

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur kreni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxemnbour g

Initial reports due in 1995 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

Date due

Novenber 1995

June 1995 16 April 1996
July 1995

July 1995 27 July 1995

May 1995 29 Septenmber 1995
March 1995

February 1995
July 1995
Novenber 1995

March 1995
August 1995 22 Septenmber 1995
Novenber 1995
Cct ober 1995

August 1995

reports due in 1996

force
3 Novenber 1993 2
4 June 1993 3
21 July 1993 20
21 July 1993 20
6 May 1993 5
31 March 1993 31
25 February 1993 24
16 July 1993 15
25 Novenber 1993 24
31 March 1993 31
14 August 1993 13
25 Novenber 1993 24
20 Cctober 1993 19
6 August 1993 5
Initial
27 April 1994 26
11 March 1994 10
6 April 1994 5

April 1996
March 1996
April 1996 26 July 1996

Date of subnission

CRC/ T 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ T 28/ Add. 3

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 2

CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 2

c9 abed
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State party

Japan
Mozanbi que
Ceorgi a
Iraq
Uzbeki st an

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)

Naur u
Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyrgyzst an

Sanmoa

Net her | ands

Mal aysi a

Bot swana

Cat ar

Tur key

Sol onmon | sl ands

Hai t

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1996 (continued)

force

22
26

2
15
29
12

26
2
11
6
29

19
13

10

May 1994
May 1994
July 1994
July 1994
July 1994
August 1994

August 1994

Sept enber 1994
Sept enber 1994
Novenber 1994
Decenber 1994

21
25

14

28
11

25

10

28

Dat e due

May 1996
May 1996
July 1996
July 1996
July 1996
August 1996

August 1996

Sept ember 1996
Sept ember 1996
Novenber 1996
Decenber 1996

Date of subnission

30 May 1996

6 August 1996

Initial reports due in 1997
March 1995 6 March 1997
March 1995 18 March 1997
April 1995 12 April 1997
May 1995 2 May 1997
May 1995 3 May 1997
May 1995 9 May 1997
July 1995 7 July 1997

Synbol

CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 1

CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 3

9 obed

S O 1Od0



State party

South Africa
Pilau
Swazi | and
Tuval u

Si ngapor e

Tonga

Kiribati

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabia

Initial reports due in 1997 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion

July 1997

Sept ember 1997
Cct ober 1997
Cct ober 1997
Novenber 1997
Decenber 1997

reports due in 1998

force
16 July 1995 15
3 Sept enber 1995 3
6 COctober 1995 5
22 Cctober 1995 21
4 Novenber 1995 3
6 Decenber 1995 5
Initial
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
February 1998

G9 abed

S O 1040
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Annex 1V

LI ST OF I NI TI AL REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE COWMM TTEE

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Feder ati on

Egypt
Sudan
(prelimnary)

Fourth session

( Sept enmber - Oct ober

| ndonesi a

Per u

El Sal vador

Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nam bi a
Col onbi a

Ronmani a
Bel ar us

Sixth session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile

Nor way

ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CH LD AS AT

11 OCTCBER 1996

State party reports

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO UuhrELDN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

(bservati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

OO, WN PP

CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ CJ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ CJ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ CJ 15/ Add. 23



adopt ed by

Sevent h session
( Sept enmber - Oct ober

Hondur as
| ndonesi a

Madagascar

Par aguay

Spai n
Argentina

Ei ght h session
(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi nes

Col onmbi a
Pol and
Jamai ca
Dennmar k

1994)

Uni ted Ki ngdom

N nth session
(May-June 1995)

States party reports

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add.

17
10 and 26
5
22

6
2 and 17

23
3
11
12
8

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 1
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Gbservati ons

the Committee

CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 24
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ ¢/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ ¢J 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ght h session)

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ T 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ T 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 33
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add. 34

Ni car agua
Canada
Bel gi um
Tuni sia
Sri Lanka

Tenth session
(Cct ober - Novenber

Italy
Ukr ai ne
Ger many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

1995)

CRC/ T 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46
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El eventh session
(January 1996)

Yenen
Mongol i a

Federal Republic
of Yugosl avi a

| cel and

Republ i c of Korea

Croati a
Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mbabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat enal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session

( Sept enmber - Oct ober

Mor occo
Ni geri a
Ur uguay

United Ki ngdom

(Hong Kong)
Mauri ti us
Sl oveni a

State party reports

CRC/ T 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 32

CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ T 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ ¢ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ T/ 8/ Add. 25

Cbservati ons
adopt ed by

the Committee

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ T/ 15/ Add.

47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65



Annex V

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF I NI TI AL REPORTS SCHEDULED
FOR CONSI DERATI ON AT THE COW TTEE' S
FOURTEENTH AND FI FTEENTH SESSI ONS

Fourteenth session
(6-24 January 1997)

Bul gari a CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29
Et hi opi a CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
Panama CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
Myannar CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

Syrian Arab Republic CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
New Zeal and CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3

Fifteenth session
(20 May-6 June 1996)

Cuba CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
Azer bai j an CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 8
Bangl adesh CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38
Al geri a CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
Ghana CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 39

Australia CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 3l
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page 69
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Annex VI

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS AND CONTRI BUTI ONS SUBM TTED FOR THE GENERAL
DI SCUSSI ON ON THE CHI LD AND THE MEDI A, HELD ON 7 OCTOBER 1996

1. By the Conmmittee on the Rights of the Child

M. Thomas Hanmar berg

“Children, the United Nations Convention and the nedia”, Background paper for
t he di scussi on day.

2. By United Nations organs

Departnment of Public Information

“Children's Rights”, United Nations Backgrounder, January 1996
(Engl i sh/ French)

United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF)

“Prime tine for children: Media, ethics and reporting of commercial sexua
exploitation”, paper subnmitted by the International Federation of Journalists,
for UNICEF, to the Wirld Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of
Chi l dren, Stockhol m August 1996

“Interviewing children”, a training pack for journalists, witten and
produced by Sarah McCrum and Paul Bernal, 1994; book and tape

International Children's Day of Broadcasting, “Tune to Kids”, 15 Decenber 1996

3. By specialized agencies

Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO

“Children, the media and the rights of the child”, by Carlos A Arnal do and
John Bennett

“Children and viol ence”, summary of the report of the Conmi ssion on Children
and Vi ol ence convened by the @ul benki an Foundati on

“How do you curb violence in the nedi a?”, paper by Andréa Martinez, submtted
to the International Synposiumon Wnen and the Media. Access to Expression
and Deci si on- Maki ng, Toronto, 28 February-3 March 1996

“Violence et tél évision”, par Hervé Bourges, Président du Conseil supérieur de
| " audi ovi suel (France), Progranme international pour |e dével opperent de |a
conmuni cation - Paris, 22-26 janvier 1996

“Jeunes et média de demain, quelles probl émati ques? quelles perspectives?”
G oupe de recherche sur les relations enfants/ média, Foruminternational de
chercheurs, UNESCO, Paris, 21-25 avril 1997

“Non-viol ence, tolerance and television”; an international round table
organi zed by UNESCO the International Programme for the Devel oprnent of
Communi cation, and the Indian Governnent, New Delhi, 1 April 1994; report of
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the Chairman to the Intergovernmental Council of the International Programe
for the Devel opment of Conmmuni cation

“Viol ence in Broadcasting Wrl dwi de”, International Survey of Regulations in
Broadcasting with Specific Regard to Viol ence, prepared for UNESCO by
Broadcasti ng Standards Council, paper by Colin Shaw, Director, BSC

“Tel evision Violence versus Viewer Power: the Power to Zap Away”, a synthesis
of UNESCO | PDC Actions 1994-1996, by Carlos A Arnal do, Chief, Free Flow of

I nformati on and Comuni cati on Research, International Programe for the

Devel opnent of Communi cation, UNESCO, Paris, 23 January 1996

Chroni ques du Forum No. 1, “Les jeunes et |les nédias demain”, juin 1996
(English/francgais)

United Nations Devel opment Programe/ UNESCO UNI CEF/ Wor 1 d Bank
“Education for all, achieving the goal”, final report nid-decade of the

I nternational Consultative Forumon Education for Al, 16-19 June 1996, Amman,
Jor dan

4. By regional intergovernnental organizations
“Tél évision et enfants”, par Bernard Blin, Conseil de |'Europe, Conité

directeur sur la politique sociale, projet politique de |I'enfance, Strasbourg,
11 avril 1995

5. By intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons and i ndivi dual experts

Chil dnet Internati onal

“Pronoting the interests of children in international conmunications”,
Ni gel WIIlians

GRAPES

Children's Environments Research Goup, City University of New York: “The
Whol e Story by Kids for Kids”

International Committee of the Red Cross/Ofice of the United Nations High
Conmmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)/UN CEF/ | nternational Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies

Joint statenent on the evacuation of unacconpani ed children from Rnanda

International Federation of Journalists

“The Child and the Media”, Bettina Peeters, Brussels, Cctober 1996

International Save the Children Alliance
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“Children, Ethics and the Mdi a”
M_Koren

“Tell nme the right of the child to information”, NBLC, The Hague,
Novenber 1996

NGO G oup for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Sub- Group on Education, Literacy and Mass Media, “Media and children's rights”
Unlimted Productions

“What can be done to develop the possibilities for children to participate
actively in the media?’, by Sara MacNei l

VWatch, the Wrld Alliance of Television for Children

Prix Jeunesse and Watch at the UN CEF Workshop, “The Child and the Media”,

7 Cctober 1996. The Foundation's objective is to contribute to an inprovenent
of worl dw de tel evision output for the young, to pronote conmuni cati on between
nati ons and to increase programe exchange on an international |eve

Asian Declaration on the Child and the Media, Asian Sunmit on Rights of the
Child and the Media, Manila - 2-5 July 1996

“Yout h and nedi a”, bibliography conpiled by David B. Shedden, Poynter
Institute for Media Studies

“Panel 3b: The role of the media”, Rapporteur's sunmary, Wrld Congress
agai nst Commer ci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, Stockholm August 1996

“Networking for children's rights in the nedia”, by Connie Tadros, in Media
Devel opnent, 1994

“Lolita lives: child imagery in the nedia”, by Jane Lizop, Media Adviser to
the Worl d Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, in
CROSSLI NES d obal Report, August 1996

“Prinme Tinme for Children”, including “Reconendations for Further Action”, in
CROSSLI NES d obal Report, August 1996

“Sex, computers and video tapes” by Eve Porter, in CROSSLINES d obal Report,
Sept enber 1996, vol. 4, No. 24
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Annex VI 1
LI ST OF DOCUMENTS | SSUED FOR THE
THI RTEENTH SESSI ON OF THE COWM TTEE
CRC/ U 2/ Rev. 5 Reservations, declarations and objections
relating to the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 36 Initial report of Mauritius
CRC/ d 3/ Add. 37 Initial report of Uruguay
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25 Initial report of Slovenia
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26 Initial report of Nigeria
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9 Initial report of the United Ki ngdom of

Geat Britain and Northern Ireland: Dependent
Territories (Hong Kong)

CRC/ CJ 15/ Add. 60 Concl udi ng observations: Myrocco
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 61 Concl udi ng observations: N geria
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 62 Concl udi ng observations: Uruguay
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 63 Concl udi ng observations: United Ki ngdom of

Geat Britain and Northern Ireland: Dependent
Territories (Hong Kong)

CRC/ CJ 15/ Add. 64 Concl udi ng observations: Mauritius

CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 65 Concl udi ng observations: Slovenia

CRC/ T 27/ Rev. 6 Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral on follow up
to the consideration of reports

CRC/ CJ 28/ Add. 1 Initial report of Mrocco

CRC/ J 40/ Rev. 4 Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas

identified by the Cormittee for technical
assi st ance

CRC/ O/ 55 Provi si onal agenda and annot ati ons
CRC/ T/ 56 Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States
parties to the Convention and the status of

subm ssi on of reports

CRC/ C SR 315-343 Sunmary records of the thirteenth session



