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1. At its 1173rd and 1174th neetings, held on 15 and 16 August 1996 (see
CERDY ¢/ SR. 1173- 1174, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimnation
considered the eighth to twelfth periodic reports on Mauritius
(CERD/ C/ 280/ Add. 2) and adopted, at its 1180th neeting, held on 21 August 1996
the foll owi ng concludi ng observati ons.

A.  Introduction

2. The Conmittee wel cones the eighth to twelfth periodic reports subnitted
by the Governnent of Mauritius and expresses its appreciation for the
opportunity to resunme the dialogue with the State party, after nine years of
interruption. The Committee also wel conmes the detailed informati on provided
orally by the high-level delegation in answer to the wi de range of questions
asked by nenbers of the Committee.

3 It noted that the State party has not nmade the decl arati on provided for

in article 14 of the Convention; sonme nenbers of the Conmmittee requested the
State party to consider the possibility of making such a declaration.
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B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention
4, It is noted that there are no significant factors or difficulties that

prevent the effective inplenmentation of the Convention in Mauritius.

C. Positive aspects

5. The exenplary spirit of tolerance between the various racial and ethnic
conmunities in Mauritius and the harnoni ous coexi stence of their cultures are
conmended as they create a sound basis for the full and effective

i mpl enent ati on of the Conventi on.

6. The establishment of a Hunman Rights Unit within the Mnistry of Justice,
to nonitor the reporting procedures and to provide the various human rights
treaty bodies with regular reports, is wel coned.

7. The proposed establishnent of an equal opportunity comni ssion, to conpel
enpl oyers in the private sector to afford equal opportunities to people of
different origins, is also wel coned.

8. The possibility for judges to refer in their pronouncenents to the
provi sions of the Convention and of any other human rights instrunent, in
addition to or in the absence of an existing provision of donestic law, is
noted with satisfaction

9. The system of the best |osers, which provides for the nom nation by the
El ectoral Conmission of up to four nmenbers to the National Assenbly from anmong
the best losers in an election, with a view to bal ancing the representation of
the various racial and ethnic comunities within the National Assenbly, is
viewed wWith interest.

10. Wth regard to article 2 of the Convention, the adoption in July 1991 of
section 282 of the Crimnal Code, which makes it an offence to publish or
distribute any threatening, abusive or insulting witings, to use in public
any threatening, abusive or insulting gestures or to broadcast threatening,
abusive or insulting matter, with intent to stir up contenpt or hatred agai nst
any part of the popul ation distinguished by race, caste, place of birth,
colour or creed, is noted with appreciation

11. It is noted with appreciation that the full and equal enjoynent by
everyone of the rights enunerated in article 5 of the Convention, and in
particular the right to security of person, to narriage, to property, to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion, to housing, to health and socia
security, to education and to participate in cultural activities, is
guaranteed and ensured in Mauritius.

12. The amendnent of the G tizenship Act in August 1995 is a wel cone

devel opnent, since it also lifted the obligation for foreign wonen, narried to
Mauritian citizens, to renounce their nationality if they want to becone
Mauritian citizens.
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13. Concerning article 7 of the Convention, the various activities undertaken
wi t h non-governnmental organi zations, such as the programe "Teaching for
Freedonm | aunched by Amesty International, or with United Nations agenci es,
such as the programe introduced by UNI CEF together with the Mnistry of
Education to sensitize children to the ideas of peace, tol erance and

i nt erdependence, are wel coned. Moreover, the elaboration in 1991 of the

Master Plan on Education for the Year 2000, which provides for the teaching in
school s of subjects to foster understanding, tolerance and friendship anong
nati ons and racial or ethnic groups, is noted with satisfaction

D. Principal subjects of concern

14. The lack of statistical data on the ethnic and racial conposition of the
popul ati on, and on the representation of ethnic and racial communities at al

| evel s of the economic, social and political spheres, is regretted. 1In this
regard, the statenment in paragraph 4 of the report that censuses in Muritius
do not indicate the breakdown of the population on an ethnic or racial basis,
"inline with the Governnment policy to pronote a Mauritian identity anmongst
its people" is accepted by the Committee as long as it is not ainmed at forced
assimlation of people with different origins.

15. Concern is expressed that section 16 of the Constitution, which prohibits
laws that are discrimnatory by their terms or in their effects, does not

apply to laws with respect to marriage, adoption, divorce, succession or other
matters regarding private |aw.

16. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, it is
noted with concern that the relevant provisions of Mauritian |egislation do
not prohibit organizations and organi zed propaganda activities which pronote
racial discrimnation, as provided for in article 4 (b) of the Convention

17. The lack of practical information on the inplenentation of the various
constitutional and legal texts dealing with the prohibition of racial

di scrimnation, on their possible violation and on neasures taken in such
cases, with particular reference to articles 4 and 6 of the Convention, is
regretted.

E. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

18. The Conmittee recommends that in its next periodic report the Governnent
of Mauritius supply statistical data on the conposition of the population and
on the representation of all of the ethnic and racial comunities in the
political and economic sectors. The Committee woul d al so wel come social and
econoni ¢ indicators on the Mauritian popul ation

19. The Conmittee underlines the inportance of the explicit prohibition of
discrimnatory legislation. |In this regard, the Commttee recomends that the
prohi bition of such discrinmnatory legislation, found in section 16 of the
Constitution, be extended to all natters of private | aw

20. The Conmittee enphasizes that the provisions of article 4 of the
Convention are nmandatory. It thus recommends that |egislative nmeasures be
taken to inplenent article 4 (b) of the Convention
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21. The Conmittee recommends that the next periodic report contain conplete
information on the inplenentation of the various provisions on the elimnation
of racial discrimnation in practice and on possible conplaints and sentences
i mposed for acts of racial or ethnic discrimnation or in cases of incitenent
to racial discrimnation

22. The Conmittee suggests that the State party's report and the Committee's
concl udi ng observations be widely publicized in Mauritius.

23. The Conmittee recommends that the State party ratify at its earliest
conveni ence the anendnments to article 8, paragraph 6 of the Convention,
adopted by the 14th neeting of States parties.

24, The Conmittee recommends that the State party's next periodic report be a

conprehensive report and that it address all the points raised in the present
observati ons.



