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1. The Conmittee considered the eleventh and twelfth periodic reports of
Malta (CERD/ CJ 262/ Add. 4) at its 1161st and 1162nd neetings on 7 and

8 August 1996 (see CERD/ C/ SR 1161-1162) and at its 1176th neeting, on

19 August 1996, adopted the follow ng concl udi ng observations.

A. I ntroduction

2. The Conmittee wel cones the report presented by the Governnent of Malta,
whi ch contains information about changes and devel oprments that have occurred
since the consideration of the previous periodic report. The Conmittee al so
wel cones the detail ed answers to questions rai sed and concerns expressed
during the consideration of the report. It expresses its appreciation for the
di al ogue with the del egation and for the answers given orally to the questions
rai sed by nenbers.

3. It is noted that the State party has not nmade the decl aration provided
for in article 14 of the Convention. Sone nenbers of the Committee requested
that the possibility of making such a declaration be considered.

B. Positive aspects

4, The fact that the State party states in its report that it has been
actively studying the possibility of enacting new ad hoc | egislation to cover
all forns of discrimnation is an encouraging step towards the future

i mpl enentation of article 4 of the Convention
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5. The willingness affirmed by the State party during the oral dial ogue to
consi der making a declaration under article 14 of the Convention is wel coned.

6. The recent establishnent of the office of the Onbudsnman, whose mandat e
i ncl udes the consideration of conplaints submitted by individuals relating to
all fornms of racial discrimnation, is also wel coned.

7. The recent organi zation by the State party of various nedia canpai gns

agai nst the negative effects of racial discrimnation because of an increase
in tourismand in the nunber of foreign students and refugees is a positive

action.

C. Principal subjects of concern

8. The Conmittee is concerned that the Governnent of Malta maintains inits
report its official position that it does not need to enact new ad hoc
| egislation to cover all forns of racial discrimnination

9. The Conmittee acknow edges that although certain provisions of existing
| egi slation could be utilized to punish racial discrimnnation, neverthel ess

t he Governnment of Malta has not inplenmented article 4 of the Convention. Nor
has the declaration relating to this article nade upon ratification been

wi thdrawn. The Committee reaffirnms its opinion that no social systemcan
fully guarantee the absence of racial discrimnation

10. It is regretted that not enough information has been provided by the
State party on certain econom c and social rights under article 5 of the
Convention or on recent measures taken to inplenent the provisions of
article 7 of the Conventi on.

D. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

11. The Conmittee recommends that the State party conply fully with its
obligations under article 4 of the Convention and take all necessary steps to
anmend the Crimnal Code in that respect. Due account shoul d be taken of the
Conmittee's General Recommendation XV.

12. In connection with article 7 of the Convention, the Conmittee woul d
wel cone information on the effectiveness of teaching and public canpai gns
i ntended to prevent the spread of racial interpretations of social and
political problens.

13. The Conmittee suggests that the Governnent continue its action taken to
publicize the provisions of the Convention. 1In addition, the State party
shoul d ensure the wi de dissenination of its report and of the present
concl udi ng observations of the Cormittee, in both the English and Maltese

| anguages.

14. The Conmittee al so recommends that the next periodic report contain
conplete informati on on any conplaints of racial or ethnic discrimnation and
judicial action subsequently taken
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15. The Conmittee recommends that the State party conply fully with its
obligations under the Convention and enact specific legislation to cover al
forns of racial discrimnation

16. The Conmittee recommends that the State party ratify at its earliest
conveni ence the anendnments to article 8, paragraph 6, of the Conventi on,
adopted by the 14th neeting of States parties.

17. The Conmittee recommends that the State party's next periodic report,

whi ch was due on 8 January 1996, be updating in character and that it address
all the points raised in these concl udi ng observati ons.



