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Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation

Bur ki na Faso

1. At its 1236th and 1237th neetings, held on 18 and 19 August 1997,
the Conmittee considered the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth and
el eventh periodic reports of Burkina Faso, submitted as one docunent
(CERD/ C/ 279/ Add. 2), and adopted, at its 1242nd neeting, held on

21 August 1997, the foll ow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt r oducti on

2. The Committee wel cones the presentation of the State party's reports

and the presence of its del egation and appreci ates the opportunity to resune
the dialogue with the State party. The Committee regrets, however, that the
report did not follow the guidelines established by the Conmittee for the
presentation of reports and that the report |acked concrete information on the
practical inplenentation of the Convention or on | aws bearing on issues
concerning the Convention. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation of the
del egation's oral presentation, which substantially supplenmented the witten

report.
B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
inpl enentation of the Convention
3. It is noted that the country's difficult econom c situation nmay affect
the full inplenentation of the Convention in Burkina Faso.
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C. Positive aspects

4, The spirit of tolerance in Burkina Faso, the State party's active policy
of equality and non-discrim nation, and the process of denpcratization
enbar ked upon since the subm ssion of the previous report, are conmended.

5. It is noted with satisfaction that the Convention takes precedence over
the national |egislation and can be directly invoked before the Courts.

6. It is noted with appreciation that the prohibition of discrimnation on
any ground, in particular of race, ethnic origin, colour, religion or caste,
is contained in the Constitution, which makes it an excellent basis for the

i npl enentati on of the Convention in Burkina Faso.

7. The recent enactnent of provisions in the Crinminal Code to make racia
discrimnation a crimnal offence is wel coned.

8. The neasures taken by the State party to favour the use of and
instruction in national |anguages in education, as well as in the media, are
al so wel coned.

9. The establishment of the office of Mediator, to consider conplaints by
any individual against arbitrary acts of the adm nistration, is appreciated.

D. Principal subjects of concern

10. Concern is expressed over the lack of the I egal provisions required in
order to inplenment fully the State party's obligations under article 4 of the
Conventi on.

11. The |l ack of data on the denographic conmposition of the population and on
the representation of ethnic groups at various levels of public life is
regretted.

12. Concern is expressed over the absence of data on the enjoyment of
econom c, social and cultural rights by different sections of the popul ation
and on their access to devel opnent projects and programes in different
fields.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

13. The Committee would wish to receive nore precise informtion about
the provisions of article 132 of the Crim nal Code and of Law 10/ 92/ ADP
of 15 Decenber 1992 concerning freedom of association, and in particular
whet her and how the | aw provides for the prohibition of all acts of racia
di scrimnation and of organi zati ons which pronote racial discrimnation

14. The Committee requests the State party to provide in its next report

i nformati on in accordance with paragraph 8 of the reporting guidelines on the
conposition of the population and on the representation of ethnic groups at
various levels of public life, as well as on their enjoynent of economc,
soci al and cul tural rights.
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15. More information is also requested with regard to the progress nmade in
the prompotion of national |anguages and the education of all the population

16. The Committee al so requests information on the powers and functioning of
the institution of Mediator and other institutions pronmoting respect for human
rights and nmulticultural and nulti-ethnic understanding.

17. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention adopted at the 14th neeting of
States parti es.

18. It is noted that the State party has not nade the declaration provided
for in article 14 of the Convention, and some nenbers of the Committee
requested that the possibility of maki ng such a declaration be considered.

19. The Committee reconmends that the State party's next periodic report,

due on 17 August 1999, be a conprehensive report and that it address all the
points raised in the present observations.



