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ltaly

1. The Committee considered the tenth and el eventh periodic reports

of Italy (CERD/ C/317/Add. 1) at its 1315th and 1316th neeti ngs
(CERD/ C/ SR. 1315-1316), held on 8 and 9 March 1999. At its 1330th neeting,
hel d on 18 March 1999 (CERD/ C/ SR. 1330), it adopted the foll ow ng concl udi ng
observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

2. The Committee wel conmes the tenth and el eventh periodic reports,
submtted in one docunent, and the opportunity to resune its dialogue with the
State party. The Committee notes with satisfaction the regularity with which
the State party has submitted its reports to the Commttee. The Committee
particul arly appreciates the open, fruitful and constructive dialogue with the
representatives of the State party and the additional information provided
orally to the wi de range of questions asked by nenbers.
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B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention
3. The Committee acknow edges that recent events in neighbouring countries,

particularly the former Yugoslavia and Al bania, have resulted in a | arge and
sudden influx of inmmgrants to Italy.

C. Positive aspects

4, The Committee wel comes the stated intention of the State party to reform
its law so that workers who are not citizens of nmenmber States of the

Eur opean Union (EU) and who | eave Italy nmay request paynent of social security
contributions made during the period of their enmploynment in Italy.

5. The Committee wel conmes the adoption of Law 40 of 6 March 1998, aim ng at
solving globally and systematically all issues concerning foreigners on
Italian territory, as well as the |legal provisions on immgrants and
foreigners contained in Decree-Law 286 of 25 July 1998.

6. The Committee notes with appreciation the nmeasures taken by the State
party to regularize the situation of a |arge nunber of foreigners living in
Italy, including the regularization of de facto fam |y reunifications.

7. The Committee wel conmes the efforts nade by the State party in the area
of education. O particular significance are the measures taken to facilitate
access to education for children of different cultural and |inguistic
backgrounds. The Committee al so expresses its appreciation for the programres
of inter-racial tol erance which have been introduced in Italian schools and

t he additional subjects offered to non-EU pupils.

8. The Committee wel conmes the statement of the representatives of the State
party indicating the intention of the Government of Italy to ratify article 8,
par agraph 6, of the Convention, adopted on 15 January 1992 at the Fourteenth
Meeting of States Parties to the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern

9. Concern was expressed about the continuation of incidents of racia

i ntol erance, including attacks agai nst foreigners of African origin and

agai nst Roma peopl e, which are sonetinmes not recognized by the authorities as
having a racial notivation or are not prosecuted.

10. Anot her subject of concern is the |lack of information concerning the
i mpl enmentation of article 6 of the Convention, despite requests to this end
made by the Committee in the concluding observations of the report of the
State party (see A/ 50/18, para. 105).

11. In I'ight of reports indicating discrimnation against persons of Roma
origin, including children, in a nunber of areas, in particular housing,
concern is expressed at the situation of many Roma who, ineligible for public
housing, live in canps outside major ltalian cities. In addition to a
frequent |ack of basic facilities, the housing of Roma in such canps | eads not
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only to physical segregation of the Roma comunity fromltalian society, but
to political, economc and cultural isolation as well.

12. Concern is also expressed that in a draft law on mnorities presently
bei ng consi dered by the Senate, the Ronma are not considered as a mnority
group and thus woul d not benefit fromthe protection offered by the | aw

13. In connection with reports of acts of violence and ill-treatnment by
police and prison guards agai nst foreigners and menbers of minorities in
detention, concern was al so expressed about the apparent |ack of appropriate
training for |aw enforcenent officials and other public officials regarding
the provisions of the Convention

E. Suggestions and recommendations

14. The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen its efforts
towards preventing and prosecuting incidents of racial intolerance and
di scrim nation agai nst foreigners and Roma people, as well as ill-treatnment of

foreigners and Roma in detention

15. The Committee al so recomrends that State authorities give nore attention
to the situation of Roma in Italy, with a view to averting discrimnation
agai nst them

16. The Committee reconmends that the State party include in its next report
statistical data on the ethnic conposition of the country. The Commttee
woul d particularly appreciate data on the percentage of Italian citizens of
foreign origin and the nunbers of non-citizens living in Italy.

17. The Committee reconmends that the next report include information on the
i mpl enentation of article 6 of the Convention, including the nunber of cases
dealt with by the relevant authorities and courts of justice.

18. The Conmittee recommends that the State party consider intensifying
education and training of |aw enforcenent officials, in accordance with
article 7 of the Convention and General Recommendation XIIl of the Committee.

19. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the various governnental bodies dealing with
mnority issues and racial discrimnation, the Conmttee would wel come the
establishment of a national human rights comm ssion to address such concerns.

20. Wth regard to the declarations made by the State party regarding
articles 4 and 6 of the Convention, the Cormittee recomrends that the
State party consider w thdrawi ng these decl arations.

21. The Committee reconmends that the State party widely dissemnate its
report and the present concludi ng observations. The Commttee reconmends that
the next periodic report of the State party, due on 4 February 1999, address

t he suggestions and recomendati ons of the concludi ng observations.



