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1. The Conmittee considered the ninth periodic report of Luxenbourg
(CERD/ C/ 277/ Add. 2), at its 1193rd and 1194th neetings (CERD/ C/ SR 1193
and 1194), held on 7 March 1997. At its 1210th meeting, held on
19 March 1997, it adopted the foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee wel cones the detailed report submtted by the Governnent
of Luxenbourg, which contains relevant information about changes and

devel opnents that have occurred since the consideration of the previous
periodic report, although the Comrittee notes that the formof the report does
not follow the revised guidelines. The Conmittee notes with appreciation that
the State party, in the preparation of the ninth periodic report, has taken
into account the Conmittee's concluding observations with respect to the

previ ous report (A/49/18, paras. 429-443). The Conmittee al so expresses its
appreciation of the constructive dialogue with the del egation and the
conprehensi ve and thorough answers given to the range of questions asked by
its members.

B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

3. It is noted that there are no significant factors or difficulties that
prevent the effective inplenmentation of the Convention in Luxembourg.
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C. Positive aspects

4, The hi gh standards of Luxenbourg regardi ng the pronotion and protection
of human rights and its comritnent to inplenmenting the provisions of the
Convention are noted with appreciation, especially taking into account the
very high proportion of foreign residents (over 35 per cent) in the country.
The fact that Luxenmbourg has made a decl aration under article 14 of the
Convention and is the first State party to inplement paragraph 2 of article 14
by establishing a standing conm ttee against discrimnation in May 1996 is

al so wel comed.

5. The additional steps recently undertaken by the authorities of
Luxenmbourg to bring its legislation and practice into line with the
Convention’s requirenents are welconmed. In addition to the Aliens Act

promul gated on 27 July 1993, the current efforts being undertaken by the
Governnment to amend the Penal Code are wel conmed.

6. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the Government coll aborates
wi th non-governnental organizations to facilitate the integration of aliens
and to prevent and combat all types of racial discrimnation. 1In this regard,

note is taken of the 1993 working agreenment between the Government and the
Li aison Commttee for Aliens’ Associations.

7. Satisfaction is expressed in relation to efforts undertaken by
Luxenmbourg to rai se awareness and to pronote action against all forns of
raci al discrimnation. Training of the police on human rights issues is also
wel comed. School and adult education policies inplenented by the State party
to reflect a plurinational and nultilingual popul ation are a source of
satisfaction. The radi o broadcasting of programres in various foreign

| anguages is al so wel coned as a positive trend.

8. The Act of 27 July 1993, which, inter alia, provides special nmeasures to
pronote and protect the right to housing of foreign workers, is welconed in
the light of article 5 of the Convention

9. The Conmittee wel cones the activities undertaken and planned in
Luxenbourg on the occasion of the European Year agai nst Racism (1997).

D. Principal subjects of concern

10. It is noted with regret that raci st and xenophobic acts and incidents
occurred in Luxenbourg during 1994.

11. Al t hough noteworthy steps have been taken in the period under review
towards the elimnation of racial discrimnation in Luxenbourg and to
strengthen the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, it is noted that
raci st organi zations are not yet prohibited by |aw.

12. Al t hough the Comrittee is aware of the positive efforts undertaken by
the State party in the field of education against racial discrimnation
concern is expressed about the absence or insufficiency of such educationa
measures for sone professional groups, such as judges, magistrates, |awers
and civil servants.
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E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

13. In the light of article 4, paragraph (b), of the Convention and of the
current process of anending the Penal Code of Luxembourg, the Commttee
recomends that the CGovernnent amend article 455 of the Penal Code to bring it
fully into line with the requirenents of the Convention

14. Wth respect to articles 4 and 6 of the Convention, the Commttee would
appreciate receiving further information on the nunber of conplaints of racia
di scrimnation, the outcone of the prosecution of cases of racial

di scrimnation and the redress, if any, provided to persons suffering from
such discrimnation

15. The Commttee recomends the anendnment of article 444 of the Penal Code
with a viewto introducing stronger penalties for acts of slander and/or
defamation of a racial character

16. It is further suggested that the State party consider providing
education and training on racial tolerance and human rights issues to
pr of essi onal groups such as judges, magistrates, lawers and civil servants.

17. During the current review by the authorities of Luxembourg of nationa
legislation relating to freedom of the press and information, the Commttee
recommends that the State party take appropriate neasures to ensure that al
of the provisions of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation are taken into account.

18. The Committee reconmends that the State party give publicity in the
country to its ninth periodic report, as well as to the Cormittee's concl udi ng
observations thereon.

19. The Committee reconmends that the State party ratify the amendnents to
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention adopted at the 14th meeting of
States parties.

20. The Committee reconmends that the State party’s next periodic report,

due on 1 June 1997, be an updating report and that it address all the points
rai sed during the consideration of the report.



