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. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS ADCPTED BY THE
COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

Organi zation of work

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Havi ng considered the report of the eighth neeting of persons chairing
the human rights treaty bodies (A/52/507, annex),

Agrees on the foll ow ng:

1. In view of the specificities of each of the six human rights
treaties, the consolidation of reports to the six human rights treaty bodies
into a single report would not be conducive to the inplementation of the
rights enshrined in each treaty, including the Convention on the Rights of the
Chil d;

2. The suggestion to convene an extraordi nary three-day neeting of
the chairpersons in February 1998 is welconmed as it would provide an
opportunity to further explore the issue of possible reforms designed to
enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of the treaty body system

3. VWi | e taki ng due account of the general guidelines regarding the
formand contents of periodic reports adopted by the Committee at its
thirteenth session (CRC/C/58), the States parties to the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child should focus on a limted range of issues in their
periodic reports, in particular those issues identified in the concluding
observations adopted by the Conmittee in relation to the previous report.
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1. ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 10 Cctober 1997, the closing date of the sixteenth session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
General Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenmber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nade by
States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunent CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 6.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its sixteenth session at
the United Nations O fice at Geneva from 22 Septenber to 10 Cctober 1997.

The Committee held 28 neetings (399th to 426th). An account of the
Conmittee's deliberations at its sixteenth session is contained in the

rel evant summary records (CRC/ C/ SR 399-406, 409-413, 415-422 and 426). At the
openi ng of the session, the Acting Deputy H gh Comn ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
M. Ral ph Zacklin, addressed the Commttee, and informed it of recent

devel opnents relevant to the protection and pronotion of the rights of the
child.

C. Menbership and attendance

4, All the nenbers of the Committee except Ms. Esther Mrgaret

Queen Mokhuane attended the sixteenth session. A list of the menbers,
together with an indication of the duration of their terns of office, is
provided in annex Il to the present report. M. Francesco Paol o Ful ci
Ms. Nafsiah Mooi and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg were not able to attend the
session in its entirety.

5. The following United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Devel opnent Programre, Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, Wrld Health Organization, UNAIDS, the
Wor | d Bank.

7. Representatives of the International Conmttee of the Red Cross and of
the Institut Henri Dunant al so attended the session

8. A representative of the Inter-American Children's Institute also
attended the session.
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9. Representatives of the followi ng non-governnmental organizations were
al so in attendance at the session

General consultative status

I nternati onal Council of Whnen, International Mvenent ATD Fourth Worl d,
Zonta I nternational.

Special consultative status

Associ ation for the Advancenent of Psychol ogi cal Understandi ng of Human
Nature, Caritas Internationalis, Coalition against Trafficking in Wnen,
Def ence for Children International, International Catholic Child Bureau
I nternational Federation of Wonen in Legal Careers, Internationa
Federation Terre des Hommes, International Service for Human Rights.

Rost er
World Organi zati on agai nst Torture.
QO hers
Epoch Worl dwi de, International Inner Weel, Network for the Convention

on the Rights of the Child, NGO G oup for the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, One World Productions.

D. Agenda

10. At its 399th neeting, on 22 Septenber 1997, the Comrittee adopted the
foll ow ng provisional agenda.

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Organi zati onal and other matters.
3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention

4, Consi deration of reports of States parties.

5. Revi ew of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Conmittee.

6. CGeneral discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities”
7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.
8. Met hods of work of the Conmittee.
9. Future neetings of the Conmttee.

10. O her matters.
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E. Pre-sessional working group

11. In accordance with a decision of the Conmittee at its first session
a pre-sessional working group net in CGeneva from9 to 13 June 1997. Al
menbers except M. Francesco Paolo Fulci and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg
participated in the working group. Representatives of the United Nations
Children's Fund, the Ofice of the United Nati ons H gh Conm ssioner for
Refugees, the International Labour Organization, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the Wrld Health
Organi zation al so participated in the neetings of the working group. A
representative of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
as well as representatives fromvarious national and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, attended the session

12. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that would need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

13. The pre-sessional working group held nine neetings, at which it exam ned
lists of issues put before it by menbers of the Conmittee relating to the
initial reports of five countries: the Czech Republic, the Denocratic
Peopl e' s Repubi c of Korea, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago and Uganda. The lists of
i ssues were transnmitted to the Permanent M ssions of the States concerned with
a note requesting witten answers to the issues raised in the list, if
possi bl e before 20 August 1997

F. Oganization of work

14. The Committee considered the organization of work at its 399th neeting,
on 22 Septenber 1997. The Committee had before it the draft programme of work
for the sixteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation
with the Chairperson of the Conmttee, and the report of the Committee on its
fifteenth session (CRC/ C/66).

G Future reqgular neetings

15. The Committee noted that its seventeenth session would take place
fromb5 to 23 January 1998 and its pre-sessional working group woul d neet
from13 to 17 Cctober 1997
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I11. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A. Subni ssion of reports

16. The Committee had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by States
parties due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/C/ 8/ Rev.3), 1994 (CRC/ C/ 11/ Rev. 3),
1995 (CRC/ C/28), 1996 (CRC/ C/41), 1997 (CRC/C/51) and 1998 (CRC/ C/61); and on
periodic reports of States parties due in 1997 (CRC/ C/ 65);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of subnission of reports (CRC/ C/67);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 9);

(d) Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advisory services has been identified in the light of the
observations adopted by the Conmittee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 7).

The Conmittee was informed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Conmttee at its present session

(see paragraph 27 below) and those which had been received prior to the
Committee's fifteenth session (see CRC/C/ 66, para. 19), the Secretary-CGeneral
had received the initial reports of Venezuela (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.54) and G enada
(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 55) and the second periodic reports of Bolivia (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1),
Honduras (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2), Sweden (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3) and Yenmen (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1).
The status of submission of reports by States parties under article 44 of the
Convention is given in annex |I1.

17. Alist of initial reports considered by the Committee as

of 10 Cctober 1997, as well as a provisional list of initial reports schedul ed
for consideration at the Comrittee's seventeenth and ei ghteenth sessions, are
contai ned in annexes V and VI respectively.

18. As at 10 Cctober 1997 the Committee had received 109 initial and 4
periodic reports. A total of 79 reports have been exanm ned by the Comrittee.

19. By a note verbale dated 21 May 1997, the Pernanent M ssion of Bahrain
to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva transmitted i nformati on on the
i npl enmentation of article 24 of the Conventi on.

20. By a letter dated 27 June 1997, the Permanent M ssion of New Zealand to
the United Nations Ofice at Ceneva transnmitted a report prepared foll ow ng
the presentation of New Zealand's initial report to the Comrittee in

January 1997.

21. By a note verbal e dated 28 August 1997, the Permanent M ssion of Cuba to
the United Nations Ofice at Ceneva transnmitted the observations of the
Governnment of Cuba relating to the concluding observations (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 72)
adopted by the Commttee upon its consideration of the initial report of Cuba.
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B. Consideration of reports
22. At its sixteenth session, the Cormittee examined initial reports
submtted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It

devoted 17 of its 28 meetings to the consideration of reports (see
CRC/ ¢/ SR. 400- 405, 409-416 and 420-422).

23. At the request of the Governnent of the Denocratic People' s Republic of
Korea, the consideration of the initial report of the Denocratic People's
Republ i ¢ of Korea, which was originally scheduled for the sixteenth session
was postponed. Consequently, the report of the Czech Republic, which had been
kept “in reserve” as a possible substitute, was schedul ed for consideration

24. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-General, were before the Conmittee at its sixteenth session
Australia (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31), Lao People's Denocratic Republic (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32),
Uganda (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40), Trinidad and Tobago (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10), Togo

(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42), Czech Republic (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11).

25. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Conmittee at which their reports were exan ned.

26. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Comnmttee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific follow up

27. More detailed infornmation is contained in the reports submtted by the
States parties and in the sunmary records of the rel evant neetings of the
Conmi ttee.

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the Rights
of the Child: lao People's Denpcratic Republic

28. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Lao People’s
Denocrati c Republic (CRC/C/ 8/ Add. 32) at its 400th to 402nd neetings

(see CRC/ C/ SR. 400-402), held on 23 and 24 Septenber 1997, and adopted* the
foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

29. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
initial report and witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/ QLAO1). The
Committee al so expresses its appreciation to the State party for sending a

hi gh-ranki ng and nul tidisciplinary del egation. The Conmittee is encouraged by
the frank, self-critical and cooperative tone of the dial ogue, during which
the del egation of the State party indicated policy and programre directions
and difficulties encountered with regard to the inplenentation of the

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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provi sions of the Convention. The Conmittee, however, notes with regret that
the report did not always follow the guidelines, in particular in relation to
t he general principles, which are not nentioned, and did not provide
statistical and disaggregated data and information on the concrete effects of
nmeasures adopted or on the inplenentation of the existing legislation, in
particular in regard to the protection issues.

B. Positive aspects

30. The Conmittee takes note of the political will of the State party to
pronmote and protect the rights of the child, and its efforts to devel op and
i npl enment a soci o-econoni ¢ devel opnent programe for the year 2000. The
Committee wel comes the efforts made by the State party in adopting its
“Education For All” action plan, its efforts in the area of imunization, as
wel | as conbating iodine deficiency, and its project on nainstream education
for disabled children.

31. The Conmittee al so notes the establishnent in 1992 of the Nationa
Conmi ssion for Mdthers and Children and wel comes its reorgani zation in 1996
and the widening of its nandate to cover all aspects of the Convention

i ncluding protection and participation issues.

32. The Committee notes with appreciation the recent efforts of the State
party to address the problem of Unexpl oded Ordnance (UXO) such as the
establishment in 1995 of the UXO Trust Fund and the Laos National UXO
Programe established under the Mnistry of Labour and Social Welfare with
support fromthe United Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP), the

United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and many donors.

33. The Committee wel conmes the State party’ s seeking advice and technica
assistance to ensure the full integration of the provisions of the Convention
inits legislation, to establish a system of adm nistration of juvenile
justice, and to train professionals on the rights of the child.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

34. The Conmittee notes that the Lao People’ s Denocratic Republic is anong
the | east devel oped countries. The Commttee also notes that the State party
is in a phase of transition froma centrally planned to a market econony; this
produces or aggravates social problens that have a negative inpact on the
situation of children

D. Principal subjects of concern

35. The Committee is concerned that although a new Constitution was

promul gated in 1991 and mmj or pieces of |egislation, such as the Fanmily Law,
the Penal Law and the Labour Law, came into effect in 1990. The nationa

| egi sl ati on does not fully conformto the Convention

36. The Committee is equally concerned that insufficient attention has been
paid to the provisions of article 4 of the Convention concerning budgetary
al l ocations to the nmaxi num extent of avail able resources.
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37. The Conmittee is concerned at the insufficient attention paid by the
State party to systematic, conprehensive and di saggregated qualitative and
quantitative data collection and to the identification of appropriate

i ndi cators and nechani sns to eval uate the progress and the inpact of policies
and neasures adopted for all areas covered by the Convention, especially the
nost hi dden such as child abuse or ill-treatnent, but also in relation to al
groups of children including mnority group children, girl children, children
in rural areas and children victins of sale, trafficking and prostitution.

38. The Committee is equally concerned at the insufficient attention paid by
the authorities to the identification of nonitoring nmechanisns for all areas
covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children

39. VWil e recognizing the efforts of the State party to dissem nate the
Convention, the Comrittee is of the view that the nmeasures adopted to pronote
wi despread awar eness of the principles and provisions of the Convention for
both adults and children, in particular for minorities and in rural areas, are
insufficient. The Conmittee remai ns concerned at the |ack of adequate and
systematic training for professional groups working with and for children

i ncludi ng judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent personnel, policy makers,

| awmakers, governnent and military officials, conmunity | eaders, health
prof essi onal s, teachers, social workers, and personnel working in child-care
institutions.

40. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a legislative framework for
the creation of national independent non-governnental organizations.

41. O particular concern is the fact that the State party does not appear
to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention, especially
its general principles as contained in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation),

3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opnment)
and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its

adm nistrative and judicial decisions, and in its policies and programmes

rel evant to children

42. As regards the inplenentation of article 2, the Conmittee is
particularly concerned at the insufficiency of the measures adopted to ensure
the full enjoynent by all children of the rights recognized in the Convention,
in particular in relation to access to education and health services, and
protection agai nst exploitation. O particular concern to the Conmittee are
certain vul nerable groups of children, in particular girl children, children
bel onging to minorities, children living in rural and renote areas and
children born out of wedl ock.

43. The Committee expresses concern regarding the inplenentation of
article 12 of the Convention, as children's participation is still |ow and
they are traditionally represented by adults, and as the views of the child
are not sufficiently taken into account, especially within the fanmly, the
school, and the care and justice systens.

44, The Comrittee is concerned at the | ack of harnonization between the
| egal age for the end of conpul sory education, which is 10, and the m ni mum
| egal age for enploynent, which is 15.
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45. The Committee is concerned at the insufficiency of the nmeasures adopted
to discourage early nmarriage, which is a harnful traditional practice in
certain comunities.

46. In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the Conmittee is concerned
that there are children who are not registered at birth.

47. The Committee is concerned at the | ack of awareness and informati on on
ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse, both w thin and
outside the famly, and at the |lack of appropriate neasures and mechanisnms to
prevent and combat such abuse. The |ack of special structures for children
victinms of abuses and their limted access to justice are also matters of
concern, as is the lack of rehabilitation measures for such children. The
persi stence of corporal punishment within the fanmily and its acceptance by the
society is also a matter of concern

48. The Conmittee is concerned at the |lack of neasures, including |ega
ones, to ensure that children maintain contact with both parents in case of

di vorce or separation, as well as at the absence of a mechanismto ensure the
recovery of mai ntenance for the child.

49. The Conmittee is concerned that the provisions of the Fam |y Law
regardi ng adoption do not conformfully to article 21 of the Convention, or
with the principle of the best interests of the child.

50. The Conmittee is concerned at the high maternal nortality rate, the high
nmortality and norbidity rates anmong children, the [ack of access to prenata
and maternity care, and the generally Iimted access to public health care and
to medicines, in particular in rural areas. The very high I evel of

mal nutrition is also a matter of concern. The Comittee is also concerned at
the high incidence of traffic accidents involving children and at the

i nadequacy of the efforts to rai se awareness about H V/AIDS in the communities

and at school, in particular in the rural areas.
51. The Conmittee is concerned that the | egislation does not specifically
mention that primary education is free. It remains concerned at the |ow | eve

of school enrolnment and the high drop-out and repetition rates, the

di sparities between urban and rural areas and between ethnic groups in termns
of enrol ment and quality of education provided, the shortage of physica
infrastructure, school materials and teachers, and the [ow qualifications of
teachers, in particular in rural areas. The Comrmittee is particularly
concerned at the |lack of vocational training opportunities, in particular in
rural and renote areas.

52. The Committee is concerned by the shortage of physical and psychol ogi ca
rehabilitation progranmes and services for unexpl oded ordnance victinms. The
probl em of the toxic chenical contami nation of soil and water, particularly in
the six southern provinces, is also a matter of concern

53. The Comrittee is concerned at the econonic exploitation of children
including in the informal sector, particularly as donestic servants, in
agriculture and in the famly context.
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54. The Conmittee is concerned by the increasing phenonenon of child
prostitution and trafficking which affects boys as well as girls. It is

worried about the insufficiency of neasures to prevent and combat this
phenonmenon, and the lack of rehabilitation measures.

55. Wth regard to article 35 of the Convention, the Cormittee is al so
concerned at the inadequacy of the neasures taken to address the situation of
children affected by drugs and/or other substance abuse.

56. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, in
particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention and
ot her relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, is a matter of concern to the Cormittee. |In particular, the
Committee is concerned at the lack of a legal framework for the adm nistration
of juvenile justice, the grounds for arrest and detention of children that can
i nclude prostitution, the absence of specialized judges, and the | ack of

soci al workers and qualified | egal defenders.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

57. The Committee reconmends that the State party initiate a conprehensive
review of existing legislation with a view to undertaking adequate | egislative
reformto ensure full conformity of its legislation with all the provisions of
the Convention, in particular its general principles (articles 2, 3, 6

and 12). The Committee al so suggests that the State party envi sage the
adoption of a specific code or legislation for children, with a separate
section on children who need a special protection. International cooperation
wi th, anong others, the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights and the United Nations Children’s Fund can be sought to this
effect.

58. The Committee al so suggests that the State party envi sage acceding to
ot her international human rights instrunments, including the two Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts.

59. The Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to
the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and to ensure judicious
distribution of resources at the local and central |evels. Budget allocations
for the inplenentation of economic, social and cultural rights should be
ensured to the maxi num extent of avail able resources and, where needed, within
the framework of international cooperation, as well as in the light of the
principle of the best interests of the child (article 3).

60. Wth a view to inproving the general framework for the protection of
children fromall forms of abuse, neglect and exploitation, the Commttee
encour ages the devel opnent of a social worker's system

61. The Committee further recommends that the State party develop a
conprehensi ve system of collecting disaggregated data in order to gather al
necessary information on the situation of children in the various areas
covered by the Convention, including on children belonging to the nost

vul nerabl e groups.
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62. The Committee al so suggests that a multidisciplinary nonitoring system
be established to assess progress achieved and difficulties encountered in the
realization of the rights recognized by the Convention at the central and

| ocal levels, and in particular to monitor regularly the inmpact of economc
change on children. The Committee suggests that the nandate of the Nationa
Conmi ssion for Mdthers and Children be strengthened in this regard. The
Committee recomends that the State party al so explore the possibility of an
i ndependent machi nery for conplaints, such as an onmbudsperson. The Committee
further stresses the need to strengthen the capacity of the Nationa

Conmi ssion for Mothers and Children in its role of coordinator, in particular
between the central, provincial and |local levels. The Commttee encourages
the State party to seek assistance from anong others, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in this regard.

63. The Committee strongly encourages the State party to strengthen its
efforts to nmake the provisions and principles of the Convention w dely known
by adults and children alike, in the Iight of article 42 of the Convention

It encourages the State party to further increase, through the print and

el ectronic nedia, public awareness of the participatory rights of children
and to incorporate the Convention in the school curriculum 1t also suggests
that the State party devel op appropriate oral or visual material to further
spread knowl edge of the Convention anmong the minorities. The Conmttee
suggests that the State party seek assistance from anpong others, UN CEF, in
this regard.

64. The Committee reconmends the devel opnment of adequate and systematic
training for professional groups working with and for children, including
judges, |awyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, policy makers and | awrakers,
governnment and military officials, comunity |eaders, health professionals,
teachers, social workers, personnel working in child-care institutions for
children and police officers, and that children’s rights be included in their
training curricula. The Committee suggests that the State party seek

assi stance from anong others, the Office of the United Nations High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and UNICEF in this regard.

65. The Conmittee al so recommends that a legislative framework be adopted in
order to encourage the establishnment of national non-governnenta
or gani zati ons.

66. It is the Commttee's viewthat further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy
di scussi ons and deci si on-naki ng, but also are appropriately integrated into
any judicial and administrative decisions and in the devel opnent and

i mpl enentation of all projects, programmes and services which have an i npact
on children.

67. The Committee al so enphasizes that the principle of non-discrimnation
as provided under article 2 of the Convention, nust be fully inplenmented. A
nore active approach should be taken to elimnate discrimnnation agai nst
certain groups, in particular girl children, children belonging to mnorities
and children born out of wedl ock
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68. The Committee wishes to encourage the State party to further develop a
systemati c approach to increasing public awareness of the participatory rights
of children in the light of article 12 of the Conventi on.

69. The Committee suggests that the State party adopt all appropriate
measur es, includi ng awareness-rai sing anong parents and conmunities, on the
negati ve effects of early marriage on children

70. In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends
that the State party strengthen its efforts to rai se awareness anbng comunity
| eaders and parents to ensure that all children are registered at birth.

71. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Committee further
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including
revision of legislation, to prevent and conbat ill-treatnment within the famly
and sexual abuse of children. It suggests, inter alia, that the authorities
initiate a conprehensive study on abuse, ill-treatnent and donestic viol ence
to i nprove the understanding of the nature and the scope of the problem and
set up social progranmes to prevent all types of child abuses as well as to
rehabilitate the child victinms. Law enforcenent should be strengthened with
respect to such crines; adequate procedures and nechanisns to deal with

conpl aints of child abuse should be devel oped, such as nultidisciplinary teans
to handl e cases, special rules of evidence, and special investigators or
conmuni ty focal points.

72. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including |legal ones, to ensure that children maintain contact with
both parents in case of divorce or separation, as well as to ensure the
recovery of maintenance for the child.

73. The Committee reconmends that the | egislation on adoption be brought
into conformty with the provisions of article 21 and other related articles
of the Convention. It further suggests that the State party ratify the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of

I ntercountry Adoption

74. The Committee suggests that the State party consider seeking further
techni cal assistance to continue to strengthen its efforts to nmake primary
health care accessible to all children, in particular at the district |evel.
Concerted efforts are needed to conmbat malnutrition. The Conmittee further
suggests that the State party pronote adol escent health by strengthening
reproductive health education and services to prevent and conbat HI V/ Al DS
The Committee al so recomends that all appropriate neasures be taken to
prevent traffic accidents, such as teaching traffic rules at school

75. In accordance with article 28 of the Convention, the Commttee
encourages the State party inits efforts to make free primary education
available for all and to train teachers. It also encourages the State party

to i npl ement neasures to inprove school enrol ment and pupil retention
especially of girls, children belonging to mnorities and children living in
rural areas. A systemfor the regular evaluation of the effectiveness of al
educational neasures taken, including those related to the quality of
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teachi ng, nust be ensured. The State party may wi sh to consider requesting
further international assistance for the inplenentation of the neasures
identified for the full inplenmentation of article 28.

76. The Committee strongly encourages the State party to seek |ong-term
external financial assistance in order to build national capacity with regard
to Unexpl oded Ordnance (UXO, to establish a sustainable clearing process in
each area, to provide continual conmunity awareness programmes, through
school s, pagodas and | ocal organizations, and to devel op rehabilitation
programmes. The Conmittee al so suggests that a study be undertaken on the
effects on children of toxic chenical contam nation of soils and water as a
result of the arnmed conflict, and that studies on this matter undertaken in
nei ghbouring countries be consulted.

77. The Committee reconmends that further measures be taken to inplenent the
provisions of article 32, and that efforts be nade to prevent and combat
econom c exploitation of the child or the performng of any work that is
likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child s education, or to be
harnful to the child s health or physical, nmental, spiritual, noral or socia
devel opnent. Particular attention should be paid to children working in the
informal sector and with their famlies. The Conmittee further recomends
that the State party harnoni ze the age of the end of conpul sory education with
the m nimum age for work, by raising the former to 15. The Comm ttee suggests
that the State party consider ratifying |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning the
m ni mum age for enploynent. The Committee al so suggests that the State party
seek technical assistance fromILOin this area

78. Wth regard to the increase in child prostitution and trafficking, the
Committee recomrends that neasures be taken on an urgent basis, such as a
conprehensi ve programre of prevention, including an awareness-raising and
education canpaign, in particular in the rural areas, and of rehabilitation of
the victims. The State party is also invited to strengthen its efforts to
control child pornography. Concerning the trafficking of boys and girls into
nei ghbouring countries for work or prostitution, the Conmttee recomends that
the State party strengthen its efforts to raise awareness in comunities and
establish vocational training for young people, in particular in rural areas.
Cooperation wi th neighbouring countries is strongly encouraged.

79. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to prevent and conbat drug and substance abuse anong chil dren, such
as public information canpaigns, including in schools. It also encourages the
State party to support rehabilitation progranmes dealing with children victins
of drug and substance abuse. |In this regard, the Cormittee encourages the
State party to consider seeking technical assistance from conpetent

i nternati onal organizations, such as the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO) .

80. The Commrittee reconmends that legal reformin the field of

adm nistration of juvenile justice be pursued and take fully into account the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40 as
wel | as other relevant standards in this field such as the Beijing Rules, the
Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to the
prevention of juvenile delinquency, the protection of the rights of children
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deprived of their liberty, respect for fundanmental rights and | egal safeguards
in all aspects of the juvenile justice systemand full independence and
inmpartiality of the judiciary dealing with juveniles. The Committee al so
encourages the State party to explore alternatives to institutional care as
wel | as traditional mechanisns of conciliation, as Iong as the principles and
guarantees of the Convention are respected. The Conmittee al so recomends
that the State party avails itself of the technical assistance programes of
the O fice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and the Crine Prevention
and Crimnal Justice Division of the United Nations.

81. In the light of the areas of concern identified by the Cormttee and the
recommendati on made, in particular in education, health and protection, the
Committee suggests that the State party consider seeking further technica
assistance fromrel evant international organizations.

82. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of these docunents be undertaken, along with the rel evant sumary
records and the concludi ng observations adopted thereon by the Conmttee
following its consideration of the report. Such a document should be wi dely
distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention and
its inplenmentation and nonitoring within the Governnment, the National Assenbly
and the general public, including concerned non-governmental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child: Australia

83. The Committee considered the initial report of Australia
(CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31) at its 403rd to 405th meetings (CRC/ C/ SR 403-405) on 24
and 25 Septenber 1997, and adopted** the follow ng concludi ng observations:

A. | nt r oduction

84. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
extensively detailed report, which has been prepared in full conformty with
the Conmittee’ s guidelines, and for the subm ssion of witten replies to its
list of issues (CRC/C/Q AUS/1). The Committee notes with satisfaction the
constructive and open dialogue it had with the del egation of the State party,
and the detailed replies it received fromthe del egati on during the dial ogue.
The Committee al so notes the supplenentary information provided by the

del egation during and foll owi ng the consideration of the report. The
Committee regrets, however, that the State party did not include ful
information in its report on the External Territories that are adm nistered by
it. The Committee notes that article 2 of the Convention requires States
parties to ensure the inplenmentation of the Convention for areas under their
jurisdiction, which therefore includes the obligation to report on progress
achieved in all its territories.

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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B. Positive aspects

85. The Committee appreciates the State party’s firmcomm tment to adopting
measures for the inplenentation of the rights of the child as recognized in
the Convention. The Comrittee notes specifically the wi de range of welfare
services for the benefit of children and their parents, the provision of

uni versal and free education and the advanced health system

86. The Committee notes the efforts by the State party in the field
of law reform The Committee wel cones the recent amendnents to the Fam |y Law
Act, 1975 and the Crines (Child Sex Tourism Anendnent Act, 1994.

87. The Committee wel conmes the intention of the State party to ratify the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
I ntercountry Adoption

88. Noting the |ong-standing efforts made by the State party in the field of
i nternational cooperation, the Cormittee would |ike to encourage the State
party to achieve the 0.7 per cent of GDP target for international assistance
to devel opi ng countri es.

C. Principal subjects of concern

89. The Conmittee is concerned that although the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child has been declared a relevant international instrunent under the
Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Act, 1986, which enables the Human Ri ghts
and Equal Opportunity Commi ssion to refer to the Convention when it is
considering conplaints, this does not give rise to |legitinmate expectations
that an administrative decision will be nmade in conformty with the

requi renents of that instrument. The Conmittee is also concerned that there
is no right of citizens to |launch conplaints in the |ocal courts on the basis
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

90. The Committee notes with concern the reservation nade by the State
party to article 37 (c) of the Convention. The Conmittee notes that this
reservation mght inpede the full inplenmentation of the Convention

91. The Committee is concerned about the absence of a conprehensive policy
for children at the federal level. 1t is also concerned by the | ack of

noni tori ng mechani snms at federal and local |evels. Such mechanisnms are of
essential inportance for the evaluation and pronmotion of the devel opnent of
policies and programes for the benefit of children. Disparities between the
different states’ legislation and practices, including budgetary allocations,
are of concern to the Committee.

92. The Conmittee notes that the Convention and its principles are not
generally known to the public, although the notion of rights is. The
Committee regrets that there seens to be | ack of adequate understanding in
sonme quarters of the community of the principles of the Convention, as well as
its holistic and interrel ated approach, and the inportance that the Convention
pl aces on the role of the famly



CRC/ C/ 69
page 18

93. The Committee al so expresses its concern that enploynment |egislation on
the federal level, as well as in all the states, does not specify m nimum
age(s) bel ow which children are not allowed to be enployed. The |aw al so
does not prohibit the enploynent of children who are still in conpul sory
education. The Comrittee is deeply concerned that the m ni num age of crimna
responsibility is generally set at the very low level of 7 to 10 years,
dependi ng upon the state.

94. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, in particular those related to non-discrimnation (article 2) and
the respect for the views of the child (article 12) are not being fully
appl i ed.

95. While noting the information provided by the del egation of the State
party on a nunber of programmes to raise health standards for Aborigi nal and
Torres Strait Islander children and the State party's intention to start a
two-year anti-raci sm canpaign, the Comrittee is nonethel ess concerned about
the special problens still faced by Aboriginals and Torres Strait I|slanders,
as well as by children of non-English-speaking backgrounds, with regard to
their enjoynent of the sane standards of living and | evels of services,
particularly in education and heal th.

96. The Committee is concerned that in sone instances, children can be
deprived of their citizenship in situations where one of their parents | oses
hi s/ her citizenship.

97. The Conmittee expresses its concern about the lack of prohibition in

| ocal legislation of the use of corporal punishnent, however light, in
schools, at hone and in institutions; in the view of the Conmittee this
contravenes the principles and provisions of the Convention, in particular
articles 3, 5, 6, 19, 28 (2), 37 (a), (c), and 39. The Committee is also
concerned about the existence of child abuse and violence within the famly.

98. The Committee is also concerned by local legislation that allows the
| ocal police to renove children and young peopl e congregating, which is an
i nfringenment on children’s civil rights, including the right to assenbly.

99. The Conmittee is concerned that wonen working in the private sector are
not systematically entitled to maternity | eave, which could result in
different treatnment between children of State enpl oyees and those working in
ot her sectors.

100. Wiile noting the support services that are provided to honel ess
children, including housing, education and health services, the Comm ttee
remai ns concerned at the spread of honel essness anmpbngst young people. The
Committee is worried that this puts children at risk of involvenment in
prostitution, drug abuse, pornography, or other forms of delinquency and
econom c exploitation. The incidence of suicide anong young people is an
addi ti onal cause of concern to the Committee.

101. The Committee is concerned about the continued practice of fenale
genital mnutilation in some comunities, and that there is no |egislation
prohibiting it in any of the states.
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102. The Committee is concerned about the treatnent of asylum seekers and
refugees and their children, and their placenent in detention centres.

103. The situation in relation to the juvenile justice systemand the
treatnment of children deprived of their liberty is of concern to the
Committee, particularly in the light of the principles and provisions of the
Convention and other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the

Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty.

104. The Committee is al so concerned about the unjustified,

di sproportionately high percentage of Aboriginal children in the juvenile
justice system and that there is a tendency normally to refuse applications
for bail for them The Commttee is particularly concerned at the enactnent
of new legislation in two states, where a high percentage of Aboriginal people
live, which provides for mandatory detention and punitive nmeasures of
juveniles, thus resulting in a high percentage of Aboriginal juveniles in

det enti on.

D. Suggestions and recommendati ons

105. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action of 1993,
the Committee encourages the State party to review its reservation to
article 37 (c) with a viewto its withdrawal. The Conm ttee enphasi zes that
article 37 (c) allows for exenptions fromthe need to separate children
deprived of their liberty fromadults when that is in the best interests of
the child.

106. The Committee recommends that the State party create a federal body
responsi bl e for drawi ng up progranmmes and policies for the inplenmentation

of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and nonitoring their

i npl enmentation. The Conmittee suggests that cooperation in the field of the
rights of the child between the authorities and non-governmental organizations
as well as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities should al so be
further strengthened.

107. The Committee encourages the State party to allocate special funds in
its international cooperation progranmes and schenmes to children. The
Committee al so encourages the State party to use the principles and provisions
of the Convention as a framework for its progranme of internationa

devel opnent assi st ance.

108. The Committee suggests that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures, including of a legislative nature, to prohibit corporal punishment
in private schools and at honme. The Committee al so suggests that

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns be conducted to ensure that alternative forns

of discipline are adm nistered in a nmanner consistent with the child s human
dignity and in conformty with the Convention. The Committee al so believes
that cases of abuse and ill-treatnent of children, including sexual abuse
within the famly, should be properly investigated, sanctions applied to
perpetrators and publicity given to decisions taken. Further measures shoul d
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be taken with a view to ensuring the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
social reintegration of the victins of abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence
or exploitation, in accordance with article 39 of the Convention

109. The Committee recomrends that awareness-rai sing campai gns on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child be conducted, with a particular focus on
its general principles and on the inportance the Convention places on the role
of the famly. The Conmmittee suggests that the Convention be dissemn nated

al so in |languages that are used by Aboriginals and Torres Strait |slanders,
and by persons from non-Engli sh-speaki ng backgrounds. The Conmittee al so
suggests that the rights of the child be incorporated in school curricula. It
further recommends that the Convention be incorporated in the training

provi ded to | aw enforcenent officials, judicial personnel, teachers, socia

wor kers, care givers and nedi cal personnel

110. The Committee believes that there is a need for an awareness-rai sing
canpai gn on the right of the child to participate and express his/her views,
inline with article 12 of the Convention. The Conmittee suggests that

special efforts be made to educate parents about the inportance of children's
partici pation, and of dial ogue between parents and children. The Commttee

al so recommends that training be carried out to enhance the ability of

speci alists, especially care givers and those involved in the juvenile justice
system to solicit the views of the child, and help the child express these

Vi ews.

111. The Committee recomends that specific mninmum age(s) be set for

enpl oynment of children at all |evels of government. The Conmittee suggests
that there is also a need for clear and consistent regulations in all the
states on maxi num al | owed work hours for working children who are above the
m ni mum enpl oyment age. The Conmittee al so encourages the State party to
consider ratifying |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning mininum age for

enpl oynment. Wil e acknowl edging the fact that the federal Governnent is

pl anning to harnoni ze the age of crimnal liability and raise it in all the
states to 10 years, the Committee believes that this age is still too |ow

112. The Committee recommends that |egislation and policy reform be

i ntroduced to guarantee that children of asylum seekers and refugees are
reunified with their parents in a speedy manner. The Conmittee al so
recommends that no child be deprived of his/her citizenship on any ground,
regardl ess of the status of his/her parent(s).

113. The Committee encourages the State party to reviewits |egislation and
make paid maternity | eave mandatory for enployers in all sectors, in the |ight
of the principle of the best interests of the child and articles 18 (3)

and 24 (2) of the Convention

114. The Committee encourages the State party to take further steps to raise
t he standards of health and education of di sadvantaged groups, particularly
Aboriginals, Torres Strait Islanders, new inmgrants, and children living in
rural and renote areas. The Conmittee is also of the view that there is a
need for neasures to address the causes of the high rate of incarceration of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. It further suggests that
research be continued to identify the reasons behind this disproportionately
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hi gh rate, including investigation into the possibility that attitudes of |aw
enforcenent officers towards these children because of their ethnic origin may
be contributing factors.

115. The Committee recomends that further research be carried out to
identify the causes of the spread of honel essness, particularly anbng young
persons and children, including, inter alia, the socio-econom c background of
the child and his/her famly, and to identify any |link between homel essness
and child abuse, including sexual abuse, child prostitution, child

por nography, and trafficking in children. The Committee al so encourages

the State party to adopt further policies of poverty alleviation, and to
further strengthen the support services that it provides to honeless children

116. The Committee recommends that specific |aws be enacted to prohibit the
practice of female genital nutilation and to ensure adequate inplementation of
the legislation. The Cormittee also reconmends that further awareness-raising
canpai gns be conducted, in cooperation with the different comunities, to
sensitize them about the dangers and harmthat result fromthis practice.

117. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that the
reports be published, along with the relevant sunmary records and the

concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmttee. Such a docunent
shoul d be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnmenta

or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Uganda

118. The Committee considered the initial report of Uganda (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40)
at its 409th and 410th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 409-410) held on 29 and
30 Septenber 1997 and adopted* the foll ow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

119. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
submi ssion of its initial report which followed the guidelines set by the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child as well as for the conprehensive witten
answers to its list of issues (CRC/C/UGA/1). The Commttee al so expresses its
satisfaction to the State party for having engaged in an open and constructive
di al ogue with the Comrittee, and in particular for the self-critical and frank
approach taken by the State party in its report and during the dialogue with
the Committee. It welcones the delegation's positive response to the
suggesti ons and reconmendati ons made during the course of the discussion

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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B. Positive aspects

120. The Committee notes the establishment in 1992 of the National Council of
Chil dren and the adoption of the Uganda National Plan of Action for Children
It also wel cones the decentralization of the National Plan of Action for
Children and, to this end, the adoption of 34 district plans of action for
children. The Committee further notes with appreciation that al ongside the

| egi slative franework, the State party has carried out sonme studies and

devel oped therefrom inter alia, the decentralization policy.

121. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party enacted a new
Constitution in 1995 and the Children’s Statute in 1996 which incorporate
specific provisions relating to children’s rights; further, that the State
party in the drafting of this legislation used the Convention on the Rights of
the Child as one of the core docunents so as to ensure full compatibility
between the Constitution, the Children's Statute and the Convention. The
Committee also notes that the State party is one of the seven African
countries that has so far ratified the African Charter on the Ri ghts and

Wel fare of the Child.

122. The Committee welcones the priority being given by the State party to
health, in particular health care for children, including efforts to reduce
child nortality, facilitate breastfeeding, support nutrition progranmnes,
combat HI V/AIDS, elimnate fermale genital nutilation and increase access to
cl ean drinking water.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

123. The Committee acknow edges that the severe political, econom c and
social difficulties facing the State party have had a negative inpact on the
situation of children. 1In particular, the Conmittee notes that poverty,
armed conflict in the north and the H V/ AIDS panden ¢ have caused mgj or
difficulties.

124. Furthernore, the Committee notes that prejudicial traditional practices
and custons, prevailing particularly in rural areas, hanper the effective

i mpl enentation of the provisions of the Convention, especially with regard to
the principles of non-discrimnnation, best interests of the child and respect
for the views of the child.

D. Principal subjects of concern

125. The Committee, while noting with satisfaction the existence of the

Nati onal Children’s Council and various governnent bodies, mnistries and

Resi stance Councils responsible for the welfare of children at the nationa

and |l ocal levels, neverthel ess regrets the inadequate coordination anmong these
bodies in pronoting and protecting the rights of the child and devel oping a
conprehensi ve approach to the inplenentation of the Convention. It also
regrets that the National Children's Council and the other bodies, mnistries
and councils lack the requisite institutional capacity, skills and financia
resources to carry out their mandates.
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126. Taking note of the recent achievenents in the field of law reform the
Conmittee is concerned about the insufficiency of the neasures taken by the
State party to harnoni ze national legislation with the principles and

provi sions of the Convention. The Committee particularly notes with concern
that current provisions concerning the definition of “child”, “youthfu

of fender” and “m nor”, as contained respectively in the Approved School s Act,
the Affiliation Act and the Marriage Act; the Reformatory Schools Act; and the
Di vorce Act, are inconpatible with the provisions and principles of the
Convention, especially with the principle of non-discrimnation and in the
areas of marriage, enploynment and juvenile justice. The Conmittee al so
remai ns concerned about the conflict between customary |aw and the principles
and provisions of the Convention in these areas.

127. The Committee is concerned that no adequate neasures have been taken for
the systematic collection of disaggregated quantitative and qualitative data
in all areas covered by the Convention, in relation to all groups of children
in urban and rural areas, in order to evolve targeted policies, evaluate
progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with respect to
children. The Committee is also concerned about the State party’'s limted
human and financial capacity to collect and process data, as well as to
devel op specific indicators to eval uate progress achi eved and assess the

i mpact of policies adopted on children, in particular the nost vul nerable
groups of children

128. Wil e acknow edging that efforts have been nmade by the State party to
pronot e awar eness of the provisions of the Convention through the print and
el ectronic nedia, the schools and village canpai gns, the Conmittee renains
concerned that insufficient steps have been taken to pronote awareness and
under st andi ng of the principles and provisions of the Convention. The
Conmittee is concerned that the training on children’s rights provided to al
prof essi onal groups, including nmenbers of the police and security forces and
ot her | aw enforcenent officials, arny officials, judicial personnel

magi strates, |awers, teachers and school adm nistrators at all |evels of
education, social workers, officials of central or |ocal admi nistrations and
personnel of child-care institutions and health and nmedi cal personnel, is

i nsufficient and unsystematic. Further, the Conmittee remains concerned that
the Convention in its entirety has not been translated into any vernacul ar
| anguage.

129. The Committee notes the |l ack of adequate |egislative, admnistrative
and ot her nmeasures to ensure the full inplenmentation of children’ s econom c,
social and cultural rights to the maxi mum extent of the State party’'s
avai |l abl e resources, in particular for girls, orphans, children with

di sabilities, abandoned children, children born out of wedlock, children from
singl e-parent families, children Iiving and working on the street, and
children victinms of abuse and/or econom ¢ and sexual exploitation

130. The Committee notes with concern that although the principles of the
best interests of the child, respect for the views of the child, and the
child' s right to participate in famly, school and social life are
incorporated fully in the Constitution and the Children's Statute, they are
not inplenented in practice due to, inter alia, cultural nornms, practices and
attitudes.



CRC/ C/ 69
page 24

131. In particular, the Conmttee is concerned at the persistence of
discrimnatory attitudes agai nst sonme groups of children, especially girls,
children with disabilities and children living in rural areas, which often
results in limting their access to basic social facilities such as health and
educati on.

132. The Committee is concerned at the insufficiency of the neasures to
conmbat and prevent ill-treatnent and abuse, including sexual abuse of children
within the famly, and at the lack of information on this matter. The
Committee is further concerned that disciplinary neasures in some schools and
| aw enforcement institutions often involve corporal punishnent, although this
i s prohibited by |aw

133. The Committee is concerned that in many rural areas legislation relating
to birth registration is not fully inplenmented, which may seriously
di sadvant age non-regi stered children in the enjoynent of their rights.

134. The Committee is concerned that despite the various immunization
programmes, infant and child nortality rates are high due to, inter alia, poor
wat er supply, hygi ene and sanitation practices and endem c mal nutrition.
Further, the Conmittee is worried by the rapid spread of H V/ Al DS throughout
the country and its devastating inpact on children who are infected and

af fected

135. While noting that the State party has nade efforts towards introducing
the principle of free and conpul sory primary education by providing free
education for four children per fanmly, the Commttee is concerned that this
fundanmental right is not yet fully and equally inplenented throughout the
country. Furthernmore, the Cormittee is concerned about the |ow | evel of
school enrol nent and the high drop-out rates for girls due to, inter alia,
early marriage, the lack of |earning and teaching facilities and material s,
and the shortage of trained teachers.

136. The Committee is deeply concerned that the rules of internationa

humani tarian | aw applicable to children in arnmed conflict are being violated
in the northern part of the State party, in contradiction to the provisions of
article 38 of the Convention. Furthernore, the Commttee is concerned about

t he abduction, killings and torture of children occurring in this area of
armed conflict and the involvenent of children as child soldiers.

137. The Committee is concerned about the administration of juvenile justice,
and in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as with other relevant international standards. The
Committee remains particularly concerned about, inter alia, violations of the
rights of children in detention centres, the remanding of children in adult
prisons or police cells, long periods in custody, delays before trial, and the
i nadequacy of existing alternative measures to inprisonnent.

138. The Committee is concerned about the difficulties encountered by refugee
and di splaced children in securing access to basic education, health and
soci al services
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139. The Committee is concerned about the insufficiency of |egal and other
nmeasures to prevent and conbat the econonic exploitation of children
especially child donmestic workers and others in the informal sector

140. While the fact that the State party has recently carried out a study on
children working and/or living on the street is welcome, the recent increase
in the nunber of such children is a matter of concern. The Commttee al so
expresses its serious concern at the increase in the nunber of child
prostitutes and the fact that the State party does not have a cl ear strategy
to combat the abuse and sexual exploitation of children

141. The Committee is also concerned at the insufficiency of the measures
taken by the State party for the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
social reintegration of children victinms of war and abuse and, further, that
the existing alternative care institutions |lack material and financia
resources and specialized personnel

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

142. The Committee recomends that further steps be taken by the State
party to strengthen the National Children’s Council and the coordination

bet ween the various governnment bodies, mnistries and Resistance Councils

i nvolved in the inplenentation of children’s rights, at both national and
local levels. Geater efforts should be made to ensure cl oser cooperation
wi t h non-governnental organizations working in the field of human and
children’s rights. Further, the State party should strengthen the human and
financi al capacity of the various governmental institutions pronoting
children's rights.

143. The Committee recommends that, in the context of the |legal reform being
undertaken by the State party in the field of children's rights, nationa

| egi sl ati on be harnoni zed and made fully conpatible with the provisions and
principles of the Convention. The Conmittee further recomends that the
prescribed age in the various national |aws be harnonized so as to elimnate
i nconsi stences, contradictions and gender disparities, and that the nationa

| egi sl ati on be brought into conformity with the Convention. The State party
may Wi sh to request technical assistance in this regard.

144. The Committee al so recommends that the State party review the system of
data collection and anal ysis and identify appropriate di saggregated indicators
with a viewto addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of
children in society. The Conmittee further suggests that the State party
consi der requesting technical assistance in this regard from anong ot hers,
the United Nations Children's Fund.

145. The Committee recomends that greater efforts be made to ensure that the
provi sions of the Convention are w dely known and understood by both adults
and children, in particular in the rural community; further, systematic
training and retraining programmes on the rights of the child should be

organi zed for all professional groups including nmenbers of the police and
security forces and other |aw enforcenent officials, army officials, judicia
personnel, |awers, magistrates, teachers and school adm nistrators at
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all levels of education, social workers, officials of central or |oca

adm ni strations, personnel of child-care institutions, and health and nedica
personnel. The Committee further reconmends that the Convention in its

entirety be translated into vernacul ar | anguages.

146. The Committee recomends that priority be given in budget allocations to
the realization of the economc, social and cultural rights of children, with
particul ar enmphasis on health and educati on and on the enjoynment of these
rights by the nost di sadvantaged chil dren

147. The Committee further recomrends that all appropriate measures,

i ncludi ng public information canpai gns, be undertaken to prevent and

conbat all forms of discrimnation against girls, orphans, children with

di sabilities, abandoned children, children born out of wedlock, and children
victinms of abuse and/or sexual and econom c exploitation, especially those
living in rural areas, with a view, inter alia, to facilitating their access
to basic services.

148. The Committee recomrends that special efforts be directed to the
devel opnent of an effective systemof birth registration. Such a system would
serve as a tool for children's enjoynment of their rights.

149. The Committee recomends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including through international cooperation, to prevent and combat
infant and child nortality and mal nutrition. Further, the Commttee suggests
that the Governnment strengthen its information and preventi on progranmes to
combat HI V/AIDS, particularly to prevent the transm ssion to children of

Hl V/ AIDS and other sexually transmtted di seases (STD) and to elim nate
discrimnatory attitudes towards children affected by or infected with

H V/ AIDS. The Conmittee further recommends that the State party pursue and
strengthen its famly planning and reproductive health educati onal programes,
i ncluding for adol escents.

150. The Committee recomends that the State party take steps to ensure the
i mpl enentation of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention. The Conmittee urges
that greater efforts be directed to training teachers, inproving |earning and
teaching facilities and the school environnment, increasing enrolnment and
fighting school drop-out.

151. The Committee recomends that awareness of the duty to fully respect the
rules of international humanitarian law, in the spirit of article 38 of the
Convention, inter alia with regard to children, should be made known to the
parties to the arned conflict in the northern part of the State party’s
territory, and that violations of the rules of international humanitarian | aw
entail responsibility being attributed to the perpetrators. Furthernore, the
Conmittee recommends that the State party take neasures to stop the killing
and abduction of children and the use of children as child soldiers in the
area of the arnmed conflict. Wile taking note of the regional initiatives

al ready being undertaken, the Conmittee al so reconmends that, where
appropriate, the State party liaise with the Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral on children in arnmed conflict.
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152. The Committee recomrends that special attention be given to the problens
of ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse of children within the

fam |y and corporal punishnment in schools, and stresses the need for

i nformati on and education canpai gns to prevent and conbat the use of any form
of physical or nental violence against children, in accordance with article 19
of the Convention. The Conmittee al so suggests that conprehensive studies on
these problens be initiated in order to understand them better and to
facilitate the el aboration of policies and programmes to conmbat them
effectively, including rehabilitation progranmes.

153. The Committee recomends that the State party undertake a conprehensive
reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations standards in
this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Cuidelines and the

United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to the right of children to
pronpt access to | egal assistance and to a judicial review  Training
programmes on the relevant international standards should be organized for al
prof essionals involved with the juvenile justice system and specialized courts
shoul d be established country-wide as a priority matter. The Conmttee
further suggests that the State party consider seeking technical assistance
for this purpose fromthe Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights and the Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice Division of the
United Nations.

154. The Committee recomends that special attention be directed to refugee
and internally displaced children to ensure that they have equal access to
basic facilities.

155. The Committee recomends that the State party adopt a strategy to tackle
t he problem of children working and/or living on the street. The Committee
further suggests that informal education programmes be designed and adopted

to prevent sexual abuse and exploitation of children, especially child
prostitution.

156. The Committee encourages the State party to give specific attention to
nmonitoring the full inplenentation of |abour Iaws in order to protect children
from being economcally exploited. It further suggests, inter alia, that the
authorities adopt explicit legislation and nmeasures to protect children from
econonmi ¢ exploitation through enploynent as donestic servants and in other

i nformal sectors, engage in research and collection of data, and pronote

i ntegration and vocational training progranmes. Additionally, the Conmittee
suggests that the State party consider ratifying ILO Convention No. 138 on

m ni nrum age for enpl oynment.

157. The Committee recommends that the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge,
i ncluding children, and that the report be published, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the
Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate on and awareness of the Convention and its inplenentation and
monitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public,

i ncl udi ng concerned non-governnental organizations.
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Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child: Czech Republic

158. The Committee considered the initial report of the Czech Republic
(CRC/C/ 11/ Add. 11) at its 411th to 413th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 411-413), held on
30 Septenber and 1 COctober 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concl uding
observations:

A. | nt r oducti on

159. The Committee welconmes the initial report and witten answers to the
list of issues (CRC/C/Q CZE/ 1) submitted by the State party. The Commttee
expresses its satisfaction at the additional information provided by the State
party in the course of the dialogue with the Commttee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated, in a self-critical manner

not only the policy and programe directions, but also the difficulties
encountered in inplenenting the Convention. The Committee al so acknow edges
the fact that the presence of a nultidisciplinary delegation directly involved
in the inplenmentation of the Convention in the Czech Republic enabled it to
engage in a fruitful and constructive dial ogue.

B. Positive aspects

160. The Committee notes with satisfaction that the State party is currently
carrying out a conprehensive |law reformand wel cones the initiatives
undertaken by the State party to further the protection of the famly and
children by drafting new | egislation, such as the proposed Law on Soci a

and Legal Protection of Children, and proposi ng anendnents to existing

| egi slation, including the Law on the Fam |y, the Crimnminal Code and the Code
of Crimnal Procedures.

161. The Committee views positively the initiating by the State party of a
trai ning programme for judges, the police, and several government officials
dealing with children's rights in order to increase their awareness about the
principles and provisions of the Convention.

162. The Committee welcones the initiative of the State party to establish a
“Crisis Line for Children”, which provides children with a neans to report
cases of sexual abuse and donestic viol ence.

163. The Committee notes with appreciation the | ongstanding achi evenments of
the State party in the areas of education and nedical care and wel cones its
conmitnment to nmintain these high standards.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

164. The Committee acknow edges that the State party has had to face
econom c, social and political challenges during the past few years. It
notes that the transition to a market econony has led to increased rates of

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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unenpl oynent, poverty and other social problens, and has had a serious inpact
on the welfare of the population, in particular on all vul nerable groups,
i ncluding children

D. Principal subjects of concern

165. Wil e acknow edgi ng the openness of the State party towards the
possibility of reviewing its reservation to article 7, paragraph 1, of the
Convention, the Comrittee renmains concerned that this reservation mght inpede
the full inplenentation of the Convention

166. The Committee is concerned at the |lack of an integrated strategy for
children as well as of a systematic nechanismto nonitor progress in al
areas covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children in
urban and rural areas, especially those affected by the consequences of
econom c transition

167. The Committee is concerned about the need to strengthen the State
party's limted capacity to devel op specific disaggregated indicators to
eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of existing policies on al
children, in particular children belonging to mnority groups.

168. Wiile noting with satisfaction the existence of governnent bodies
dealing with the welfare of children at the national and local levels, the
Conmi ttee neverthel ess expresses its concern that the coordi nati on anong them
needs to be inproved in order to devel op a conprehensive approach to the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention

169. The Committee expresses its concern at inadequate coordi nation and
conmuni cati on nmechani sms between the Governnment and the non-government a
organi zations dealing with children' s issues.

170. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the views of the child), are not
being fully integrated into the legislative policies and programres rel evant
to children, in particular in relation to children belonging to vul nerable
categories such as children belonging to mnorities, children with
disabilities, children in institutions or deprived of |iberty, children
ill-treated and abused within the famly, children who are victinms of sexua
expl oitation, and children who Iive and/or work on the streets.

171. The Committee is concerned that sufficient nmeasures have not been taken
to di ssem nate and rai se awareness about the principles and provisions of the
Convention in all parts of society, anong children and adults alike, in
conformty with article 42 of the Convention

172. The Committee is concerned that no adequate neasures have been taken to
prevent and combat all fornms of discrimnatory practices against children

bel onging to mnorities, including Roma children, and to ensure their ful
access to health, education and other social services. The Committee is
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concerned that the principles and provisions of the Convention are not fully
respected as regards Ronma children, in particular those who are in detention
or otherwi se institutionalized.

173. Wile acknow edgi ng recent |egal neasures to resolve the situation of
children, especially those placed in institutions or in foster hones, who were
not registered for | awful permanent residence and were thereby denied the
right to citizenship, the Comrittee remains concerned at the fact that
children and care takers in such situations are not sufficiently inforned
about the procedures for applying for citizenship.

174. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Conmittee is concerned
that sufficient nmechani sms do not exist to protect children fromharnfu
i nformation, including viol ence and pornography in the nedia.

175. The Committee is concerned that corporal punishnment is still used by
parents and that internal school regulations do not contain provisions
explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment, in conformty with articles 3, 19
and 28 of the Conventi on.

176. The Committee is worried about the increasing problenms of environnenta
degradation in the State party, which have a harnful inmpact on the health of
chi | dren.

177. In regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the Cormittee
expresses its concern at the insufficient nmeasures taken by the State party to
ensure effective access of these children to health, education and socia
services, and to facilitate their full inclusion into society. The Conmittee
is also concerned about the small nunber of well-trained professionals dealing
wi th di sabl ed chil dren.

178. The Committee is concerned about the insufficiency of the measures
taken to tackle issues of reproductive health and the incidence of early
pregnanci es.

179. The Committee expresses its concern that the neasures, including |ega
ones, being taken to address the problenms of child abuse, including sexua
abuse within the famly, and the sale and trafficking of children, child
prostitution and child pornography are insufficient. The Conmittee is also
concerned that, as referred to in the report of the Special Rapporteur

on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 95/ Add. 1), the State party nay serve as a transit country for
the trafficking of children

180. The Committee expresses its concern at the phenonenon of children
wor ki ng and/or living on the street, and at the inadequate nmeasures taken to
tackle this issue.

181. The Committee expresses its concern at the rising incidence of ganbling
addi ction, al cohol consunption and drug abuse anmong children and the
i nsufficient preventive neasures taken by the State party.
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182. The system of the administration of juvenile justice, and in particular
its compatibility with articles 37, 39, and 40 of the Convention and with

ot her relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty, is a matter of concern to the Cormmittee. The Comrittee remains
particularly worried, inter alia, about the rights of the child to | ega

assi stance and judicial review, that deprivation of liberty is not used only
as a neasure of last resort, and about the stigmatization of the npst

vul nerabl e categories of children, including those belonging to the Roma
mnority.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

183. In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action of 1993,
the Committee encourages the State party to review its reservation to
article 7, paragraph 1, of the Convention

184. The Committee takes note that a National Plan of Action has been drafted
and encourages the State party to follow all the necessary steps to inplenent
it. The Conmittee also recomrends that the State party strengthen

coordi nati on between the various governnental nechanisnms involved in
children's rights, at both the national and |local levels, with a viewto
devel opi ng a conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective

eval uation of the inplementation. Mreover, the Conmmttee encourages the
State party to continue and strengthen its efforts to develop a cl ose
partnership with non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

185. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue its consideration of
the establishment of an independent mechanismto nonitor the observance of
children’s rights, such as an Orbudsperson or a National Conm ssion for
Children’'s Rights.

186. The Committee recomends that the State party give priority attention to
the identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such nechani snms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children, and in evaluating progress achieved and difficulties hanpering
the realization of children’s rights. They can be used as a basis for
designing programres to inmprove the situation of children, particularly the
nost di sadvant aged, including children belonging to mnorities, children with
disabilities, children ill-treated and abused within the famly, children in
institutions or deprived of liberty, children who are victinms of sexua

expl oitation and children who |live and/or work on the streets.

187. The Committee recomends that further efforts be made to ensure that
national laws conformfully with the Convention, having due regard to the
principles of the best interests of the child, non-discrimnation, respect for
the views of the child, and his or her right to participate in famly, school
other institutions and social life.

188. The Committee recommends that consideration be given to incorporating
the Convention in the curricula of all educational institutions and that
appropriate neasures be taken to facilitate access by children to information
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on their rights. The Committee al so suggests that the State party direct
further efforts to providing conprehensive training programes for

prof essi onal groups working with and for children such as judges, |awers,
| aw enf orcement personnel, arny officials, teachers, school admnistrators,
soci al workers, and personnel of child-care institutions.

189. The Committee recomends that the State party undertake major efforts to
devel op awar eness-rai sing canpai gns ai ned at reducing discrimnatory practices
agai nst the Roma popul ati on and shoul d envi sage speci al programes to inprove
the standard of |iving, education and health of Roma children

190. The Committee recomends that the State party take further neasures in
accordance with article 7, paragraph 2, of the Convention, including nmeasures
to facilitate applications for citizenship, so as to resolve the situation of
statel ess children, especially those placed in institutions. The Conmttee
al so suggests that the State party consider acceding to the 1954 Convention
relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons and the 1961 Convention on the
Reducti on of Statel essness.

191. The Committee recomrends that the State party envi sage plans to adopt
reproductive health neasures designed to reduce the incidence of pregnancies
anmong teenage girls and strengthen its information and prevention programres
to conbat HI V/ AIDS and ot her sexually transmtted di seases (STD). The
Committee al so recommends that the State party take adequate neasures,

i ncl udi ng awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns and the provision of support services to
needy famlies, in order to prevent the abandonment of children and to protect
poor single nmothers fromchild traffickers.

192. The Committee recomends that further neasures to protect children from
abuse and mal treatment be undertaken, in particular through the devel opment of
a wi despread public information canpaign for the prevention of corpora

puni shment at hone, at school, and in other institutions.

193. The Committee welcones the intention of the State party to accede to the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of

I ntercountry Adoption and recommends that appropriate steps be taken to ensure
its entry into force.

194. In regard to children with disabilities, the Conmittee recomends
that the State party develop early identification programres to prevent
disabilities, inplement alternative neasures to the institutionalization of
di sabl ed children, and envi sage awareness-rai si ng campai gns to reduce

di scrimnation agai nst disabled children and encourage their inclusion into
soci ety.

195. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake nore
conprehensi ve research on the possible effects of environnental pollution on
the health of children

196. The Committee suggests that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study of child abuse and ill-treatment in the famly. The Commttee al so
recommends reinforcing its policies and progranmes to prevent and conbat al
forms of sexual abuse, including donestic violence and incest. As regards
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sexual exploitation of children, the Conmittee encourages the State party to
take into consideration the recommendati ons of the 1996 St ockhol m Congress
agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, as well as those of the
Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nogr aphy.

197. The Committee encourages the State party to envisage ratifying

I LO Convention No. 138, regulating the mninmum age for access to enpl oynent.
Furthernmore, in view of the increasing phenonenon of children living and/or
wor king on the street, it recommends that efforts be strengthened to provide
soci al support to such children

198. The Committee recommends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to the right of children to
pronpt access to | egal assistance. Training programes on the rel evant

i nternational standards should be organized for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system and specialized courts should be established.

199. Finally, the Conmttee recommends that, in the light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the report be published, along with the rel evant summary records and
t he concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee. Such a docunent
should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the Government, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnmenta

or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations of the Conmmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Trinidad and Tobago

200. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Trinidad and Tobago
(CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10) at its 414th to 416th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 414-416), held
on 2 and 3 October 1997, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

201. The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
initial report, which followed the guidelines set by the Commttee, and
written answers to the list of issues (CRC/CCQTRI/1). The Conmittee is
encouraged by the frank, self-critical and cooperative tone of the dial ogue,
during which the del egation of the State party indicated policy and programre
directions as well as difficulties encountered with regard to the

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of the Convention. The Conmmittee, however,
notes with regret that the report and the witten answers did not provide
statistical and di saggregated dat a.

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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B. Positive aspects

202. The Committee wel conmes the State party's proposal to incorporate the
Nati onal Plan of Action on Children (NPA) in the general devel opment framework
of the country.

203. The Committee notes with satisfaction the establishnent of the
Inter-Mnisterial Commttee to inplenment the NPA, as well as the Nationa
Fam |y Services Division within the Mnistry of Consumer Affairs and Socia
Services to nmonitor children at risk

204. The Committee notes with satisfaction the low levels of child nortality
and under-five nortality rates, as well as the positive indicators in the
field of education.

205. The Committee wel comes the willingness of the State party to coll aborate
wi t h non-governnental organi zations and is encouraged by the subsidies that
the State party grants to various national non-governnental organizations
wor ki ng towards the pronotion and protection of children's rights withinits
territory.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

206. The Committee recogni zes that severe economi c constraints, due in
particular to structural adjustment programres, social difficulties and
poverty, have had a negative inpact on the situation of children. The
Committee notes that the State party has gone through an econom c recession in
the last few years, which resulted in an acute increase in unenpl oynent.

D. Principal subjects of concern

207. The Conmittee is concerned that the Convention is not an integral part
of the national legislation and that national |aws and regul ati ons are not
fully consistent with the principles and provisions of the Convention. Wile
noting that the State party identified a nunber of areas in |egislation that
need to be refornmed to bring theminto conformty with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, the Comrittee is concerned that the measures
adopted to harnoni ze national |egislation with the principles and provisions
of the Convention are insufficient. It also regrets that a nunber of |ega
provi sions contrary to the Convention are still in force, including in the
areas of adm nistration of juvenile justice, mninum age of access to

enpl oynment and m ni mrum age for marri age.

208. The Comrittee regrets that coordination anong the bodies pronmoting and
protecting the rights of the child is inadequate and that a conprehensive
approach to the inplementation of the Convention is |lacking. The Commttee
al so regrets that these bodies lack the institutional capacity, skills and
financial resources to carry out their nandates.

209. The Conmittee is concerned at the insufficient attention paid, at both
nati onal and local levels, to the need for an efficient nonitoring mechani sm
that could provide a systematic and conprehensive conpil ati on of disaggregated
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data and indicators on all areas covered by the Convention and in relation to
all groups of children, especially those who are victins of child abuse,
ill-treatnment or economic exploitation, girl children, children of
single-parent fam lies, children born out of wedl ock, abandoned chil dren
institutionalized and disabled children, children living and/or working in the
streets and children involved with the juvenile justice system

210. The Committee is concerned that the neasures and progranmes to ensure
the inplenentation of children's econonmic, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum ext ent of available resources are inadequate. The Comrittee is al so
concerned at the lack of disaggregated data in relation to budgetary

al l ocations for children

211. The Committee expresses its concern at the |ack of specific mechani sns
to regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning violations of
their rights under the |aw.

212. The Committee notes with concern that neasures taken to ensure that the
provi sions and principles of the Convention are nade wi dely known to adults
and children alike, in accordance with article 42 of the Convention, are
insufficient. Mreover, insufficient attention has been paid to the training
of all professional groups working with or for children such as judges,

| awyers, magi strates, |aw enforcement personnel, police officers, arny
officers, officials of the central and |ocal adm nistrations, health
prof essi onal s, teachers, social workers, and personnel working in child-care
and detention institutions.

213. The Conmittee is concerned that the State party has not yet taken fully
into account in its legislation and policies the general principles of the
Convention, in particular the principles of non-discrimnation (art. 2), best
interests of the child (art. 3), and respect for the views of the child

(art. 12).

214. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Comrittee notes with
concern that no adequate efforts exist to protect children from bei ng exposed
to harnful information, including violence, especially on television

215. While noting the efforts undertaken by the State party, such as the
enact nent of the 1991 Donestic Violence Act as well as the establishnment

in 1997 of a nultidisciplinary conmittee to review national |egislation
related to donestic violence in order to strengthen the protection of the
victinms, the Comrittee is concerned about the insufficient awareness and
information on ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse,
both within and outside the famly, and at the |lack of appropriate neasures
and nechani sns to prevent and conbat them The |ack of special structures for
children victinms of such abuses is also a matter of concern

216. The Committee is deeply concerned by the use of corporal punishnent
within the famly, at school and in care institutions, as well as at the
absence of a law that clearly prohibits the use of both nmental and physica
torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent against
chi l dren.
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217. The Conmittee is concerned at the lack of qualified staff working in the
care institutions. VWhile taking note of the recent neasures taken to inprove
the nonitoring of care institutions, the Conmttee remains concerned about the
persi stence of reported cases of abuse.

218. The Conmittee is concerned at the high maternal nortality rate. The
Conmittee is also concerned at the spread of H V/AIDS and its inmpact on
children, as well as at the insufficiency of measures to prevent early
pregnancy.

219. \VWhile recognizing the efforts of the State party in the field of
education, the Commttee is concerned at the shortage of trained teachers and
at the high pupil-teacher ratio.

220. The Committee is concerned about the new phenomena of honel essness and
children living and/or working in the streets. Wile noting the efforts by
the State party to provide services for these children, including the opening
of a special hone and the provision of education, the Cormittee remains
concerned that this is not adequate to reach all children Iiving and/or
working in the streets.

221. The Committee is concerned by the increase in the econom c exploitation
of children, in particular those who work as street vendors. The Conmittee
notes that the value attached by the community to education is a positive
factor that helps to reduce the incidence of child | abour. The Committee is
al so concerned at the | ow m ni num age of access to enploynent, set at 12.

222. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, in
particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention as
wel | as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh

Gui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty, is a matter of concern to the Commttee. In
particular, the Conmttee is concerned at the | ow m ni mum age of crimna
responsibility. The Conmittee is also concerned that there are no

requi renments to present juveniles before a court in a speedy manner, and that
flogging is allowed by the |aw as a nmeans of puni shnent and corpora

puni shment is allowed as a neans of discipline in detention centres. The
Conmittee is also concerned that prison facilities are overcrowded, resulting
indifficult Iiving conditions for juvenile offenders, and that juvenile

of fenders do not al ways have access to education. The lack of facilities for
girl juvenile offenders, which result in girls being detained with adult
femal e of fenders, is an additional source of concern to the Conmittee.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

223. The Conmittee recommends that, in the context of the |legal reform being
undertaken by the State party in the field of children's rights, nationa

| egi sl ati on be harnoni zed and made fully conpatible with the provisions and
principles of the Convention. Such reformshould in particular address the
areas of administration of justice, as well as the mninum ages for marri age,
access to enploynent and crimnal responsibility. The Conmittee further
encourages the State party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the
institutional framework designed to pronote and protect human rights in
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general and the rights of the child in particular. The Comrmittee al so
recommends that awareness-raising programres on children's rights be conducted
for menbers of Parlianent to assist themin incorporating the principles and
provi sions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the |egislative
reform

224. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordi nation
bet ween the various governnental mechanisnms involved in children's rights, at
both the national and local levels, with a view to devel oping a conprehensive
policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the inplenentation of
the Convention in the country. The Committee encourages the State party to
consi der the establishnent of an independent nmechani sm such as an
Onbudsperson for the rights of the child.

225. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the
identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society;
the State party nmay wish to request technical assistance in this regard.

226. The Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to
the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention and to ensure adequate
distribution of resources at both central and | ocal |evels. Budget

all ocations for the inplenmentation of econom c, social and cultural rights
shoul d be ensured to the maxi mum extent of available resources and in the
light of the principle of the best interests of the child.

227. The Committee recomends that greater efforts be nade to ensure that the
provi sions of the Convention are w dely known and understood by both adults
and children, in particular in the rural areas. Further, systematic training
and in-service training programmes on the rights of the child should be

organi zed for professional groups working with and for children, such as
judges, |awyers, nmgistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, police officers, arny
officials, teachers, school adnministrators, health personnel, social workers,
officials of central or |ocal adninistrations, and personnel of child-care and
detention institutions.

228. It is the Conmittee’'s view that further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy
di scussi ons and deci si on-naki ng, but also are appropriately integrated into
any judicial and administrative decisions and in the devel opnent and

i mpl enentation of all projects, programmes and services which have an i npact
on children.

229. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures, including |legal ones, to protect children from harnful information
i ncluding in audio-visual nedia such as television

230. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Conmm ttee reconmends
that the State party further strengthen its efforts to prevent and combat
ill-treatnment and sexual abuse of children, within and outside the famly. It

suggests, inter alia, that the authorities initiate a conprehensive study on
abuse, ill-treatnment and donestic violence, to inprove the understandi ng of
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the nature and the scope of the problem and strengthen social programes to
prevent all types of child abuse and to rehabilitate the child victinms. Law
enforcenent shoul d be strengthened agai nst perpetrators of abuse, including
sexual abuse; adequate procedures and mechanisnms to deal with conpl aints of
child abuse shoul d be devel oped, such as the establishment of a famly court.

231. In light of articles 3, 19 and 28 2, the Comrittee strongly recomends
that corporal punishnent within the famly, at school and in care institutions
be prohibited by law. It further reconmends that the authorities devel op and
i npl ement appropriate creative and soci o-educational neasures of discipline
which respect all the rights of the child, as well as establish sensitization
programes for parents.

232. \While noting the current efforts of the State party to revise its

| egi sl ati on on adoption, the Conmttee recommends that this |egislation be
brought into conformity with the provisions of article 21 and other rel ated
articles of the Convention. It further suggests that the State party consider
rati fying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

233. The Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen its efforts to
nonitor efficiently the institutions of alternative care and devel op
appropriate training for the staff of these institutions.

234. The Committee recomrends that the State party adopt further measures to
rai se awareness on pre-natal services for wonen. The Comm ttee suggests that
the State party further pronote adol escent health by strengthening
reproductive health education and services to prevent and conmbat HI V/ Al DS
Furthernore, the Conmittee recommends that the State party devel op neasures to
better include children with disabilities in society.

235. In the area of education, the Conmi ttee suggests that further steps be
taken to ensure the full inplenmentation of articles 28 and 29 of the
Convention. The Committee recommends that greater efforts be directed to
training teachers and inproving the school environment. The State party may
wi sh to consider requesting further international assistance in this area.

236. The Conmittee recommends that research be undertaken on the phenonmenon
of the children living and/or working in the streets. The Committee al so
recommends an increase in the nunber of outreach progranmes providing services
to these children, including education, and that such services be provided in
the different parts of the country.

237. The Conmittee recommends that research be conducted to determne the
extent of the problemof child econonic exploitation and its causes. The
Committee regards this to be essential in helping to determne future policies
in that regard. The Conmittee wel comes the fact that an intermnisteria
conmittee is |looking into the possibility of ratifying ILO Convention No. 138
concerning the mnimum age for adm ssion to enploynment, and the Committee
encourages the State party to ratify it. Wile noting the efforts by the
State party in poverty alleviation, the Conmttee encourages the State party
to further increase its poverty alleviation programmes and schenmes, and to
further strengthen its social welfare system
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238. The Commttee recomrends that legal reformin the field of the

adm ni stration of juvenile justice be pursued, taking fully into account the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40,
as well as other relevant standards in this field such as the Beijing Rules,
the Riyadh Guidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juvenil es Deprived of Their Liberty. 1In particular, the Commttee recomends
that the mnimum age of crimnal responsibility be raised. The Conmittee al so
recommends that the State party provide alternatives to detention, as well as
special facilities for girl child offenders. The Committee al so recomends

t hat corporal punishnment in detention as a neans of discipline, and fl ogging
as a means of punishnent, be abolished in the |egislation and in practice.

239. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomends that the initial report and the witten replies presented
by the State party be nmade widely available to the public at |arge and that

t hese docunents be published, along with the relevant sumrmary records and the
concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmittee following its

consi deration of the report. Such a docunent should be wi dely distributed in
order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention and its

i mpl enentati on and nonitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the
general public, including concerned non-governnental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child: Togo

240. The Committee considered the initial report of Togo (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42) at
its 420th to 422nd neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 420-422), held on 7 and 8 October 1997
and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oducti on

241. The Conmittee wel cones the subm ssion of the initial report of Togo and
al so expresses its appreciation with regard to the dialogue held with the
State party. While the Conmittee expresses its satisfaction with the

addi tional oral information provided by the State party in the course of the
di al ogue, it nevertheless regrets that it did not receive in witten form
answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/ Q TOG) 1) subnmitted by the Cormittee.

B. Positive aspects

242. The Committee notes that the State party adopted in 1992 a new
Constitution which includes provisions that pronote and protect human rights.
It al so notes the establishnment of a National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion (1987)
and a Mnistry for Human Rights and Rehabilitation (1992). The Conmmittee al so
wel conmes the fact that the 1992 Constitution guarantees the superiority of

i nternational human rights instruments which are incorporated into nationa

| egi slation and that those treaties can be invoked before courts.

Furthernore, it welcones the willingness of the State party to envi sage
ratifying the African Charter on the Ri ghts and Welfare of the Child.

* At the 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997.
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243. The Committee wel cones the establishnent in 1993 of the Nationa
Commttee for the Protection and Pronotion of Children

244, The Committee notes with appreciation the steps taken by the State party
to translate into Kabyé and Ewé the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

245. The Conmittee wel cones the emergence of national non-governnent al
organi zati ons and the steps to enhance cooperati on between them and the
Gover nnment .

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

246. The Committee notes that Togo is anpng the group of |east devel oped
countries and that a large part of its population is living below the poverty
level. Furthernore, the Conmttee notes that certain traditional practices
and custons, prevailing particularly in rural areas, hanper the effective

i mpl enmentation of the provisions of the Convention, especially with regard to
the girl child.

D. Principal subjects of concern

247. The Committee notes with concern that currently several provisions of
the national legislation, inter alia in the areas of civil rights, including
right to nationality, as well as adoption, |abour and juvenile justice, are
not in conformty with the provisions and principles of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child.

248. VWhile noting the establishnment of the National Conmittee for the
Protection and Pronotion of Children, the Conmittee remai ns concerned about
the lack of human and financial resources and the institutional status of the
National Committee. |In this regard, the Cormittee is concerned about the
National Committee's capacity to effectively coordi nate programes and
pol i cies both between concerned mnistries as well as between central and

| ocal levels. Furthernore, the Comrittee is worried that the State party has
not yet adopted a National Plan of Action (NPA)

249. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a systematic nechanismto
monitor progress in all areas covered by the Convention, and in relation to
all groups of children in urban and rural areas. The Committee is also
concerned about the State party’'s |linited capacity to collect and process
data, as well as specific indicators, to evaluate progress achi eved and assess
the inmpact of policies adopted on children, in particular the nost vul nerable
groups of children

250. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the absence of policies and neasures to fully
guar antee econom c, social and cultural rights of children to the maxi mum
extent of avail able resources and, where needed, within the framework of

i nternati onal cooperation
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251. The Committee is concerned at the lack of harnonization in the

State party between the different |egal m ninmum ages and their conpatibility
with the provisions and principles of the Convention, in particular its
articles 1 and 2.

252. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Conmttee remains
concerned about the persistence of discrimnatory practices agai nst sone
groups of children, especially girls and disabled children, as well as
children living in rural areas, which often results in linmted access to basic
social facilities, such as health and education

253. Concern is expressed by the Conmttee at the insufficiency of the
nmeasures taken to ensure the effective inplenentation of the genera

principles of non-discrimnation (article 2), the best interests of the

child (article 3), the right to life, survival and devel opment (article 6) and
respect for the views of the child (article 12) of the Convention in relation
to legal, judicial and adm nistrative decisions, as well as to the politica
deci si on- maki ng process.

254. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the lack of sufficient
awar eness of the principles and provisions of the Convention in all parts of
soci ety, anong adults and children alike. It is also concerned at the |ack of
sufficient training for professional groups working with or for children, such
as judges, lawers, magistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, arny officials,
teachers, school administrators, health personnel, social workers, officials
of central or local adm nistrations and personnel of child-care institutions.

255. Inrelation to article 7 of the Convention, the Cormittee is concerned
that in many cases children are not registered at birth, and that the

enj oynent by non-registered children of their rights m ght be seriously

hi nder ed.

256. The Conmittee is concerned at the fact that corporal punishnent is a
comon practice in the famly, in schools and in other institutions. 1In this
regard, the Cormittee is worried by the absence of a conprehensive | aw that
clearly prohibits corporal punishnment of children

257. In the light of article 17 of the Convention, the Comrittee notes with
concern that no nechani smexists to protect children from being exposed to
harnful information, including pornography.

258. Wth regard to the right of the child to express his/her views
(article 12) and his/her right to freedom of expression (article 13), the
Committee is concerned at the prevailing attitudes in the famly, in school
in other institutions and in society that hinder the enjoynent of those
rights.

259. The Committee is also concerned at the increase in the nunber of
children living and/or working in the streets in major cities. The Conmittee
is further concerned by the lack of statistical data and studies on such
chi | dren.
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260. Wth regard to adoption, the Comrittee is concerned by the absence of a
conprehensive legal framework that fully confornms to article 21 and the other
rel evant provisions of the Convention.

261. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Comrittee is worried
about the persistence of child abuse, including ill-treatnent within the
fam ly, and the absence at the adm nistration |evel of an appropriate
mechani smto prevent and conbat this phenonenon.

262. The Conmittee is concerned at the difficult health situation faced by a
majority of children, inter alia, high under-five child nortality rate, weak
nutritional status, high incidence of nalaria and iodine deficiency, and
l[imted access to clean water and safe sanitation. It is also worried by the
spread of HI V/ AIDS throughout the popul ation of the country, which bears a
direct inpact on the lives of children. The incidence of early pregnancies is
also a matter of concern

263. The Conmmittee remains concerned at traditional attitudes and harnfu
practices, in particular female genital nutilation, which still prevail in
Sonme regions.

264. Wth regard to the right to education (articles 28 and 29), while noting
that the principle of free, universal and conpul sory basic education for al
children is recognized by the State party, the Conmttee is concerned at the

| ow | evel of school enrolnment and the high drop-out rate, especially anong
girls, resulting in highilliteracy rates, the lack of |earning and teaching
facilities and the shortage of trained teachers, particularly in rural areas.
Furthernore, in the light of article 31 of the Convention, the Conmttee is
concerned at the | ack of appropriate playgrounds.

265. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 22 of the Convention, the Conmittee is
concerned about the absence of a |legal framework to protect refugee and
internally displaced children. The Committee is also concerned that a refugee
child has to reach the age of 18 years to acquire Togol ese citizenship

266. The Conmittee is concerned about the insufficiency of |egal and other
nmeasures to adequately prevent and combat econom c exploitation of children
especially in the informal sector. The Conmmittee is also seriously worried by
the wi despread sale and trafficking of children which result in their economc
and sexual exploitation.

267. The Committee is concerned at the recent emergence of substance abuse
among children and the linmted prevention and rehabilitation nmeasures and
facilities to conbat this phenonenon.

268. The Committee is concerned at the absence of conprehensive informtion
and data concerni ng sexual abuse and exploitation of children, including in
the fam |y and when serving as donestic workers.

269. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
as well as other relevant international standards, is a matter of concern

The Committee renmins particularly concerned about, inter alia, the violations
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of the rights of the child in detention centres, especially when not separated
fromadult detainees, the length and conditions of pre-trial detention, the
exi stence of only one judge for mnors and one centre specifically for boys in
conflict with the law, the lack of access to | egal assistance and the

i nadequacy of existing alternative measures to inprisonnment.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

270. The Committee reconmends that the State party initiate a conprehensive
study on the conmpatibility of national legislation with the principles and
provi sions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child with a viewto
engaging in a |l awreform process which would result in the enactnment of a
conprehensive children's code. In this regard, the Comrttee suggests that
the State party nay wish to seek technical assistance.

271. The Commttee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordination
anong the various governnental bodies and mechani snms involved in children's
rights, at both the national and local levels, with a view to devel oping a
conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the

i mpl enentation of the Convention. The Committee encourages the State party
to pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutional framework designed to
pronote and protect human rights in general and the rights of the child in

particular. In this regard, it recomrends that the role and resources of
the National Committee for the Protection and Pronotion of Children be
reinforced. It encourages the State party to increase its cooperation with

non- gover nment al organi zati ons (NGOs) .

272. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opnent of a system of data collection and analysis, as
well as to the identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators, with a
view to addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in
soci ety. Such mechanisnms can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring
the status of children and eval uating the progress achi eved and the
difficulties hanpering the realization of children's rights. They can be used
as a basis for designing programmes to inprove the situation of children
particularly those belonging to the nost disadvantaged groups, including

di sabled children, the girl child, children ill-treated and abused within the
fam |y and in other institutions, children deprived of |iberty, children
living in rural areas, children who are victins of sexual exploitation
refugee children and children living and/or working in the streets. It is
further suggested that the State party request international cooperation in
this regard from anong others, the United Nations Children's Fund.

273. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that priority be given in budget allocations to the realization

of the econom c, social and cultural rights of children, with particular
enphasis on health and education, and on the enjoyment of these rights by
children, particularly the nost disadvantaged. |In this regard, the Conmmittee
suggests that the State party envisage reallocating resources towards fully

i mpl enenting the Convention
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274. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to fully harnonize | egal mninmum ages with the provisions and
principles of the Convention.

275. The Committee further reconmends that all appropriate neasures be
undertaken by the State party, including public information canpaigns, to
prevent and conbat all fornms of prevailing discrimnatory attitudes agai nst
girls and children with disabilities, especially those living in rural areas,
with a view, inter alia, to facilitating their access to basic services.

276. It is the Comrittee's view that further efforts must be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular the best
interests of the child (article 3) and the participation of children
(article 12), not only guide policy discussions and fornul ati on and

deci si on-maki ng, but also are appropriately reflected in any judicial and
adm ni strative decisions and in the devel opment and inpl enentati on of al

proj ects and progranmes whi ch have an i nmpact on children

277. The Committee recomrends that the State party |l aunch a systematic

i nformation canpaign, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child. Consideration should be given to the incorporation of
the Convention in the curricula of educational institutions, and appropriate
measures should be taken to facilitate access by children to information
produced on their rights. Special attention should also be given to sensitize
comunity and religious | eaders about the Convention, especially its genera
principles. The Committee al so suggests that, within the framework of the

exi sting technical assistance progranme with the O fice of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the State party further engage its efforts
t owar ds devel opi ng conprehensi ve training programes for professional groups
working with and for children such as judges, |lawers, magistrates, |aw
enforcenent personnel, army officials, teachers, school admnistrators, health
personnel, social workers, officials of central or |ocal admnistrations and
personnel of child-care institutions.

278. The Commttee recomrends that special efforts be devel oped to guarantee
an effective systemof birth registration, in the light of article 7 of the
Convention, to ensure the full enjoynent of their fundanental rights by al
children. Such a system would serve as a tool in the collection of
statistical data, in the assessment of prevailing difficulties and in the
pronoti on of progress in the inplenentation of the Conventi on.

279. In the light of articles 3, 19 and 28 (2), the Committee strongly
recommends that corporal punishnent be explicitly prohibited by |aw and that

i nformati on canpai gns be | aunched to appropriately sensitize adults on the
dangers and harnms of the practice. The Conmittee further recommends that the
| egi slation protecting children from viol ence be anended in accordance with

t he provisions and principles of the Convention.

280. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including |legal ones, to protect children from harnful information,
including in the audio-visual nedia and in nmedia using new technol ogi es.
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281. In the light of articles 12 and 13 of the Convention, the Comm ttee
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures to promote and
guarantee the right of the child to freedom of expression at hone, in school
in other institutions and in society.

282. Wth a viewto fully protecting the rights of children in the framework
of adoption, the Commttee recommends that the State party review its adoption
laws in the light of article 21 of the Convention. Furthernore, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party consider ratifying the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

of 1993.

283. Wth a viewto conbating all fornms of child abuse, especially
ill-treatnment within the famly, the Commttee recommends that the

State party take all appropriate neasures, including | aw enforcenment and
rehabilitati on neasures.

284. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake to prevent and
conmbat the phenonmenon of children working and/or living in the streets by,
inter alia, engaging in research and collection of data, pronoting integration
and vocational training progranmes, and guaranteeing equal access to health
and soci al services.

285. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate
measures, including through international cooperation, to prevent and combat
under-five nortality, malnutrition, malaria and iodi ne deficiency, and to

i nprove access to clean water and safe sanitation

286. The Commttee suggests that the State party strengthen its informtion
and prevention programmes to conbat H V/ AIDS and sexually transmtted

di seases (STD), as well as discrimnatory practices towards children affected
or infected by HV/AIDS. The Conmittee further recommends that the

State party pursue and strengthen its fam |y planning and reproductive health
programes, including for adol escents.

287. The Committee shares the view of the State party that serious efforts
are required to address harnful traditional practices such as female genita
mutilation. Taking note of the current efforts undertaken to draft specific
| egislation to prohibit the practice of female genital nutilation, the
Committee encourages the rapid enactnent of such a law which is fully

conpatible with the Convention. It also recommends that public canpaigns
involving all sectors of society, including traditional |eaders, be devel oped
and pursued with a view to changing attitudes. 1In this regard, al

appropriate action should be taken on a priority basis.

288. In accordance with article 28 (a) of the Convention, the Conmittee
encourages the State party inits efforts to make primary educati on conpul sory
and available free to all. It also encourages the State party to inplenent

measures to inprove school enrol ment and school retention, especially for
girls. A systemfor the regular evaluation of the effectiveness of these and
ot her educational neasures, including quality of teaching, nust be ensured.

In the spirit of article 29 of the Convention, further steps should be taken
to devel op guidelines for the participation of all children in the life of the
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school, in conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention
Furthernore, the State party is encouraged to provide nore appropriate
pl aygrounds for children

289. In the spirit of articles 2, 3 and 22 of the Convention, the Comm ttee
recommends that the State party make all appropriate efforts to ensure easy
and full access to basic services, including in the areas of education, health
and social services, to refugee children living under its jurisdiction

290. The Committee encourages the State party to give specific attention to

nmonitoring the full inplenentation of |abour [aws and |ILO Convention No. 138
regardi ng the mni num age for enploynent in order to protect children from
bei ng econom cally exploited, especially as donestic servants. It further

suggests that the authorities adopt |egislation and nmeasures to protect
children fromexploitation through child | abour in the informal sector. The
Committee al so recommends that the State party take appropriate neasures,

i ncl udi ng cooperation agreenments wi th nei ghbouring countries, to prevent and
conmbat the trafficking and sale of children.

291. Wth a view to preventing and conbati ng drug and substance abuse anobng
children, the Comrittee reconmends that the authorities take all appropriate
measures, such as public information canpaigns, including in schools and in

other institutions. It also encourages the State party to support al
rehabilitati on progranmes dealing with children victins of drug and substance
abuse. In this regard, the Conmittee encourages the State party to consider

seeki ng technical assistance fromrelevant international organizations, such
as the Wrld Health Organization (WHO) .

292. In the light of article 34 and other related articles of the Convention
the Comrittee reconmends that the State party reinforce its |egislative
framework to fully protect children fromall forns of sexual abuse or
exploitation, including within the famly. It also recommends that the
authorities undertake studies with a view to designing and inplenmenting
appropriate policies and neasures, including in the areas of |aw enforcenent
and rehabilitation, to conbat this phenonmenon conprehensively and effectively.
The Committee wishes in this regard to draw the attention of the State party
to the recommendations fornulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the
Worl d Congress agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children held in

St ockhol min 1996

293. The Committee recomends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the juvenile justice systemin the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to protecting the rights of
children deprived of their liberty, especially guaranteeing their separation
from adult detainees, reducing the length of pre-trial detention, increasing
the nunber of judges for mnors and the nunmber of specific rehabilitation
centres for boys as well as for girls in conflict with the |aw, giving access
to | egal assistance and pronoting alternative nmeasures to inprisonnent.
Trai ni ng programmes on the relevant international standards should be

organi zed for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice system
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The Committee further suggests that the State party consider seeking and
reinforcing existing technical assistance for this purpose from anong others,
the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights and the
Crinme Prevention and Crimnal Justice Division of the United Nations.

294. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomends that the initial report presented by the State party be
made wi dely available to the public at large and that the report be published,
along with the relevant summary records and the concl udi ng observations
adopted thereon by the Commttee. Such a document should be wi dely
distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the Convention, its

i mpl enentati on and nmonitoring within the Governnent, the Parlianent and the
general public, including concerned non-governnental organizations.
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V. OVERVIEWOF THE OTHER ACTI VI TIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Methods of work of the Conmittee

1. Support to the Comrittee

295. The Conmittee noted with satisfaction that the Plan of Action devel oped
by the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights to strengthen the inplenentation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and provide the additional support
that the Cormittee required in view of its heavy workl oad and the increasing
backl og building up in the consideration of States parties reports had becone
operational. A teamof four staff nmenbers had already started assisting the
expert nenbers of the Comrmittee in carrying out their tasks. The Plan of
Action, which is financed through voluntary contributions, ains at increasing
the existing team providing assistance to the Cormittee, in particular with
regard to the prelinmnary analysis of reports submitted by States parties on
the inmpl ementati on of the Convention, the preparation of substantive
background papers and the followup to the Cormttee’ s recomendations. It
has been envi saged as operating for an initial period of three years, and has
succeeded in obtaining financing for its first year. A fifth staff menber may
be recruited in the future as additional resources becone avail abl e.

2. | ndi vi dual conmmuni cati ons

296. The Conmittee reaffirmed that in the absence of a specific nandate for
the Conmittee to consider individual communications concerning alleged

vi ol ati ons of the Convention, such a procedure could only be envisaged in the
light of the spirit of dialogue and as part of the reporting process
established by the Commttee. (See also the previous discussions of the
Committee on the issue of an urgent action procedure, A/ 49/41,

paras. 372-381.) The Commttee decided that whenever serious cases brought
before it were of relevance to any other treaty body or human rights nechani sm
established by the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, they woul d be brought to the
attention of those bodies. At the same tinme, such cases could also be taken
into account in the franework of the consideration of States parties' reports
whenever those reports were schedul ed for consideration by the Cormittee.

B. Review of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Committee

297. During the session, the Conm ttee was inforned by nmenbers about various
meetings in which they had partici pated.

298. The Chairperson, Ms. Sandra Prunella Mason, informed the Committee
about the main decisions taken and reconmendati ons nmade by the eighth neeting
of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, which had nmet in Geneva
from1l5 to 19 Septenber 1997 (see A/ 52/507, annex).

299. The Chairperson and M. Youri Kolosov also provided the Cormittee with
an account of a consultation on nonitoring and reporting on the Convention on
the Rights of the Child organi zed by Asianet and UNI CEF which was held in
Suva, Fiji, from25 to 29 August 1997 which they had attended.
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300. During the consultation, Governnment officials and non-governmenta

organi zation representatives from 13 Pacific States parties to the Convention
as well as observers from Australia, discussed the reporting and nonitoring
procedures and nechani sns under the Convention. During the week preceding the
consul tation, Ms. Mason visited Sanpa, where she held discussions with a
nunber of government officials including the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, the
Conmi ssi oner of Labour, the Director of Women Affairs and the Director of
Health. From 20 to 22 August 1997, M. Kolosov visited the Sol onmon | sl ands
where he nmet with menmbers of Parlianent, representatives of |oca

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the National Advisory Committee for
Chi | dren.

301. The Chairperson and M. Kol osov further informed the Comm ttee about
their visit to Australia, at the invitation of Defence for Children
International (DCl)-Australia, between 1 and 5 Septenber 1997. The two
menbers visited Sydney and Canberra where they participated in the

Nati onal Sem nar on Child Rights and held neetings with the Federal Attorney
General, representatives of UN CEF-Australia, menbers of the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Conmmi ssion (HRECC), the Australian Law Reform Conmi ssion

t he HREOC Aboriginal and Torres Strait |slanders Social Justice Unit, the
Attorney-Ceneral’s Departnent, Conmonwealth officers froma range of
Commonweal t h departnments, and the Joint Standing Comrittee on Treaties of the
Parl i ament .

302. Ms. Judith Karp briefed the Comrttee about a conference organized by
the Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, that she had attended in
Toronto, Canada, from 22 to 24 June 1997 on “Enforcing International Human

Ri ghts Law. The Treaty Systemin the 21st Century”. Participants included
menbers of the six treaty bodies, representatives of specialized agencies and
United Nations organs and bodies, as well as representatives from Governnents,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and regi onal organi zations. The aimof the
conference was to address the problem of inplenmentation faced by the human
rights treaty systemand to develop a vision for the advancenent of the treaty
regi ne.

303. Ms. Nafsiah Mooi reported on her domestic and international activities
related to the work of the Conmittee since the last neeting. Ongoing work in
connection with Indonesia's current efforts to develop a national institution
for child protection involved a nunber of presentations to governmnent/
comuni ty workshops on the Convention and the concept of ombudsman or
onbudsman-1i ke approaches to child protection. She gave nunerous TV and press
interviews and informal briefings for two Mnisters, and held regul ar

di scussions with the conpetent working group. In a lecture entitled “d oba
Leadershi p through Conventions”, given at the Wrld Health Organization
Fourth International Conference on Health Pronotion (24 July), she presented

t he Convention and distributed the text. At a regional neeting of

700 m dwi ves in Indonesia (9 August), she explained the principles of the
Convention. She also gave briefings and held neetings with sel ected nenbers
of Parlianment and officials of the Department of Labour to call attention to
the principles of the Convention relating to child | abour in the context of

t he debate on a new I ndonesi an | abour |aw. The |aw was approved by Parlianment
in September and included provisions relating to children which were in
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harmony with the Convention and rel evant |LO conventions. Presidentia
acceptance of the parlianentary version of the | aw was expected shortly.

304. Ms. Awa N Deye CQuedraogo infornmed the Conmmittee about her participation
in a semnar on reporting on the inplenentation of the Convention, organized
in Abidjan from 15 to 18 Septenber 1997 by the Regional O fice of UN CEF for
Western and Central Africa. Governnent officials, representatives from

UNI CEF, specialized agencies and United Nations bodies as well as

non- gover nment al organi zations participated in the sem nar, the purpose of

whi ch was to increase technical expertise and provide an opportunity to share
experiences relevant to the reporting process. Anmong the recomendati ons
adopted by the sem nar was the suggestion that the Comrittee on the Rights of
the Child should enhance the effectiveness of the reporting process through
the el aboration of an explanatory note about the contents of the reporting
gui del i nes.

305. Ms. Lisbeth Pal ne nmentioned an introductory |ecture on the Convention
that she had given on 2 Septenber 1997 at the Stockhol m School of Theol ogy,
and her participation, on 15 Septenber 1997, in a Round Table on Human Ri ghts
organi zed at Lund University by the United Nations Associations of Lund and
Mal md, the | ocal Amesty International G oup, the Lund Associ ati on of Foreign
Affairs and the Centre for Witers of South Sweden.

306. M. Ghassan Salim Rabah infornmed the Conmmittee about his participation
in various semnars and training courses on the rights of the child in
Lebanon.

C. Cooperation with United Nations and other conpetent bodies

307. During the session, the Conmittee held a neeting with United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies as well as other conpetent bodies in the
framework of its ongoing dialogue with these bodies in the |ight of article 45
of the Convention

308. The representative of the International Labour Organization recalled the
i nportance attached by the 1LOto the work of the Conmttee and in particular
its concluding observations, which were taken into account whenever rel evant
to ILOs mandate. In this regard, the inpact of the observations at the

nati onal |evel was undeniable, as illustrated by the recent ratification by a
nunber of States of ILO Convention No. 138. The principles and provisions of
the Convention were also a valuable | egal franework for the activities of the
International Programme for the Elimnation of Child Labour. Further progress
had been made in the elaboration of a new instrunent to conbat the nost
intolerable forns of child | abour. A report, based on answers to the
gquestionnaire that had been sent to Governnents on the content of such a new

i nstrument and on which the coments of the Conmittee had been received, would
soon be finalized. The new instrunment would aimat identifying the nost
intolerable forns of child | abour which should be abolished, under three nain
categories: situations of slavery and servitude; illicit activities such as
the use of children in drug trafficking, pornography and sexual exploitation
and dangerous jobs which were harnful to the health and devel opnment of the
child. The new instrunent would al so determ ne nmeasures to be taken to ensure
the abolition of these intolerable forns of child |abour, including pena
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sanctions, as well as nodalities for international cooperation and solidarity
to allow for successful inplenentation. The representative also referred to
the international conference on child |Iabour which was to be convened from
27 to 30 Cctober in Gslo by the Government of Norway, in collaboration with
ILO and UNICEF. It was expected that the outconme of the conference, which
woul d focus on international cooperation for the progressive eradication of
child labour, would be useful in the preparation of the new I LO convention

309. The representative of the NGO G oup for the Rights of the Child
indicated the intention of the Goup to convene at the next session of the
Committee an informal neeting on its ongoing cooperation with the Comrittee.
In the area of child | abour, a survey was currently underway by the NGO
subgroup on child | abour to collect the views of NGOs on the new I LO

i nstrument.

D. General discussion on the rights of children with disabilities

310. In the light of rule 75 of its provisional rules of procedures, the
Committee on the Rights of the Child has decided periodically to devote one
day of general discussion to a specific article of the Convention or to a
theme in the area of the rights of the child in order to enhance understandi ng
of the content and inplications of the Convention

311. At its fourteenth session, the Comrittee decided to devote its next day
of general discussion to the issue of “The rights of children with
di sabilities”, to be held on 6 Cctober 1997.

312. In an outline prepared to guide the general discussion, the Commttee
stressed that throughout history children with disabilities had been, and in
many societies still were denied access to education, famly life, adequate
health care, opportunities for play or for training, and the right to
participate in “normal” childhood activities. |In spite of the fact that these
children were experiencing a formof social exclusion representing a denial of
their basic rights as enshrined in the Convention, their plight rarely figured
hi gh on the national or international agenda, and they tended to remain
invisible. The Committee also had a clear role to play in creating
opportunities to highlight the obligations undertaken by Governnents wth
respect to children with disabilities under the Convention, as well as the
extent to which the rights of children with disabilities were violated. The
themati c debate would nainly address the provisions of article 23 of the
Convention, but would also reflect the holistic approach of the Convention
illustrating and reinforcing the interdependence and indivisibility of all the
human rights of children

313. The Conmittee identified three main issues to be considered during the
day of general discussion

(a) The right to life and devel opnent;
(b) Self-representation and full participation

(c) The right of children with disabilities to inclusive education
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314. As for the previous thematic discussions, the Conmttee had invited
representatives of United Nations organs, bodies and specialized agencies, and
ot her conpetent bodies, including non-governnmental organizations, research and
acadeni c organi zations, individual experts and children, to contribute to the
di scussi on.

315. Several organizations and individual experts subm tted docunents and
other contributions on the thene. The list of these contributions is
contained in annex |V.

316. Representatives of the follow ng bodi es and organi zations partici pated
in the day of general discussion

Government bodi es

M nistry for Social Protection of Togo, Permanent M ssion of Aliens Appea
Board of Sweden, Permanent M ssion of the Philippines to the United Nations
O fice at Ceneva, Permanent M ssion of Sweden to the United Nations Ofice at
Ceneva.

Reqgi onal bodi es

Inter-American Children's Institute of the Organization of Anerican States.

United Nations entities and specialized agencies

I nternational Labour Organization, Ofice of the United Nations High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner
for Refugees, Special Rapporteur of the Commission for Social Devel opment on
Disability, UNAIDS, United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Devel opnent
Programme, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
Wor | d Bank.

Non- gover nnent al organi zati ons

ATD- Fourth World, Childrights Research Institute, Children's Rights Ofice
(UK), Christian Children's Fund, Defence for Children International (DCl),
DCl - Beni n, DCl - Col onmbi a, DCl-1srael, DCI-Japan, DCl-Paraguay, DI CAG

(South Africa), Die Lebenshilfe Wen, Disabled Children Action G oup

South Africa, Disabled Peoples' International, Epoch Worldw de (UK)
Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Ri ghts (Japan), German
National Coalition, Handicap Collectif région Annecy, Handi cap |nternational
Inclusion International, International Catholic Child Bureau, I|Internationa
Counci | of Women, International Federation of Social Wrkers, Internationa
Save the Children Alliance, International Service for Human Ri ghts, Japan
Federati on of Bar Associations, International Society for the Prevention of
Chil d Abuse and Negl ect, Kuong Teila G aduate School of Internationa

Devel opnment, NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Save the
Children (South Africa), Save the Children (Sweden), Save the Children (UK),
Save the Children (Yugoslavia), Swedish O ganization of Handi capped
International A d Foundation, Wnen's World Summt Foundation, Wrld
Federati on of Methodi st Wonen, Zonta International
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O her organi zati ons

International Committee of the Red Cross

M. Bruce Adanson, Ms. Dulce P. Estrella-CGust, M. Sanford Fox and

M. Vitit Muntarbhorn al so participated, as did children and adults with
disabilities and parents of children with disabilities. M. Gerison Lansdown,
Director of the Children's Rights Ofice (UK), was designated as the
Rapporteur for the day of general discussion

317. The neeting was opened by Ms. Mason, Chairperson of the Committee, who
expressed the hope that the discussion would | ead to concrete action. The
nmor ni ng was devoted to statenents by the Rapporteur of the Comrittee, who gave
an introduction to the subject, and M. Bengt Lindgvist, Special Rapporteur of
t he Conm ssion on Soci al Devel opnent on Disabilities. Representatives of
various United Nations and other international agencies/bodies offered their
conmments and shared their experiences and views on the subject.

318. Invited speakers introduced the three previously identified sub-thenes,
as foll ows:

Sub-t hene Speaker (S)

Right to life, survival and Ms. Rachel Hurst, Disabled People's
devel opnent I nternationa

Right to self-representation and Ms. Pearl Makutaone and

full participation Ms. Chantal Rex, two disabl ed young

girls from South Africa

Ri ght to inclusive education Ms. Lena Sal eh, UNESCO and
Ms. Sue Stubbs, Save the Children
(UK)

319. Ms. Mooi opened her introductory remarks at the afternoon session by
enphasi zing that in discussing the rights of children with disabilities, the
mai n concern nust always be the best interests of the whole child, not just
the disability. The rights of children with disabilities were in no way
confined to article 23; rather, the provisions of that article were intended
to ensure that the disabled child had maxi mum opportunity to fulfil all the
rights set out in the Convention. She pointed out that society's
responsibility to protect children fromdisabilities nust start well before
birth and i nvol ved concern for all the circunstances which mght result in
disability at the time of birth. The challenges of protection ran throughout
the Iife of a child and included the right to protection against violence in
wartime or in peace, and protection against debilitating di sease, poor
nutrition and health, environnmental pollution, harnful/hazardous child | abour
etc. The challenge for the neeting was therefore twofold: how to protect
children from becom ng di sabl ed, and how to ensure that those with
disabilities were dealt with fairly, effectively and conpassionately. She
concl uded by expressing the hope that the thenme day would start a process

whi ch woul d | ead to the devel opnent of practical guidance for Governments on
strategi es and policies to strengthen and accel erate novenment towards
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conprehensive fulfilnent of all the rights set forth in the Convention by

di sabled children and to protection against disability both before and after
birth, the construction of a set of indicators by which Governments and ot hers
coul d nmeasure progress towards fulfilnment of those rights.

320. M. Lindqgvist pointed out some differences and the conplenmentarity

bet ween the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Standard Rul es on
the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities

(CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 96 of 20 Decenmber 1993). The Convention he
saw as an inmportant statenent of principles protecting the rights of al
children, including the disabled. The Standard Rul es was a whol e docunent on
di sability policy, containing a nuch higher degree of specification giving
nor e gui dance on what should be done and how it should be done. El aborating
further the nature of “disability policy”, he suggested that nmeasures to
conbat exclusion and bad conditions, to be effective, nust be taken in two
mai n areas - support to the individual and nmeasures to create accessibility.
Enphasi zi ng the inportance of closer cooperation between hinself and the
Committee, he nmade seven concrete suggestions of possible areas for
cooperation including various kinds of information-sharing, collaborative
anal ysis of country reports, advocacy and public education. In closing, he
urged that thought be given to finding ways to ensure active participation by
di sabl ed young peopl e and di scussion of the problenms of disabled youth at

a United Nations international youth forum scheduled to take place in

August 1998.

321. The representative of the ILO spelled out in sone detail child |abour as
a maj or source of disability in children and indicated sone of ILO s

| ong- st andi ng and ongoi ng work directed towards the elimnation of harnful and
hazardous child | abour. The UNI CEF representative gave highlights of its
programes to advance the rights of children with disabilities. The WHO
representative provided sone current data and information about its work.

O her representatives also commented on the issue of the rights of the

di sabled fromthe perspective of their areas of expertise.

322. Ms. Hurst spoke about the right to life, survival and devel opnent,
citing the need to oppose with great force the abortion of unborn babies known
to be handi capped and provi de support as needed for the disabled child to live
and develop fully in accordance with his/her rights as set forth in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. M. Mkutaone and Ms. Rex spoke of
their personal experience as handi capped young peopl e and advocat ed
persuasively for the right to self-representation and full participation

They presented thensel ves as exanpl es of the happy outconme which was possible
if disabled children were given love, care and training in appropriate
surroundi ngs. M. Saleh and Ms. Stubbs discussed the inportance of the right
to inclusive education.

323. In the course of the afternoon the issue of protection agai nst
di sability both for the unborn and after birth was discussed from vari ous
perspectives. It was pointed out that, in the devel oping world, where nost of

the world's disabled children Iived, progranmes as diverse and “conventional”
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such as national inmunization for children, good pre-natal and birthing
services for nothers, and nutritional inprovenent programres must be
recogni zed as inportant activities in support of children's right to
devel opnent and to be protected against disability.

324. At the end of the discussion, Ms. Lansdown, Rapporteur for the day of
di scussion, presented a summary of the main issues raised during the day, as
described in the follow ng paragraphs.

325. The issue under discussion was not about victims or about pity, but
rat her about chal |l engi ng oppression and discrimnation; it was about disabled
chil dren experiencing w despread abuse of their fundanental human rights.

326. It was inportant that the scale of the problens experienced by disabl ed
chil dren be acknow edged. The statistics were shocking: huge nunbers of
children were disabled by the physical, social and economic world that adults
had created - by war, poverty, child | abour, violence and abuse, environmenta
pollution, |lack of access to health care. The world was a dangerous place for
many children and adults had a responsibility to work towards the elim nation
of the factors which contributed to their harm The disabilities faced by
many children were not inevitable; they could and nust be tackled.

327. The humanity behind the statistics nust not be |ost sight of. The
contribution by the two young wonen from South Africa illustrated that by
failing to respect their rights to inclusion and participation, the disabled
are too often condemmed to social isolation, |oneliness, |ack of friendships,
deni al of a voice and, indeed, often also a |l ack of |ove.

328. Behind the statistics and the denial of many of the rights of disabled
children throughout the world lay attitudes which viewed the life of a

di sabled child as being of less worth, less inportance and | ess potential than
that of an able-bodied child. Those attitudes nust be challenged. This
required political action at every level, including legal reformto end al
forms of discrimnation, public education progranmes, practical action to
support families and communities in challenging prejudice and socia

excl usion, canpaigns to raise awareness of the human rights of disabled
children, programmes to end institutionalization of children, and positive

i mmges of disabled children in the media. It was also inportant to engage
religious and community | eaders as advocates in this process of change.

329. Al children had the right to life. Failure to take all necessary
nmeasures to pronote the survival and devel opnent of disabled children on an
equal basis with other children represented a profound violation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Al children were equal nenbers of the
human race, discrimnatory |aws which denied their right to life should be
repeal ed. Public debate should take place on the unspoken assunption
underlying nuch nedi cal and scientific research, that we should be striving
towards the goal of perfection in human beings. It was one thing to work to
elimnate inpairnment but quite another to elimnate the person with the

i mpai rment. We nust be clear what we nean when we tal k about prevention. It
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was of course vitally inportant to work towards the creation of a safer world
for children in which the risks of inpairnment and harmwere mnimzed, but the
solution was not through the denial of life itself as a preventive strategy.
Rat her, we mnust celebrate diversity and learn to celebrate the birth of every
child, with or without disability.

330. There was a need to develop strategies to ensure that the rights of

di sabl ed children were respected, both as individuals and as a group. Every
child should have access to the necessary nedical care and treatnment, to
education, to help with independent living, to a wheelchair if needed. W

al so therefore needed to change the physical environment to pronote the active
inclusion of all disabled children in society. This would involve, for
exanpl e, the devel opnent of accessible transport and accessible buil dings -
shops, schools, play centres, offices.

331. We nust take a holistic approach to disability. Al the rights in the
Convention nust be considered in respect of disabled children, and disabl ed
children shoul d be considered when exam ning the inplenentation of all the
rights in the Convention. That nessage should be applied by the Conmttee in
its exam nation of States parties reports, Governments when inplenmenting the
Convention and non-governnental organizations and other agencies in pronoting
and nonitoring inplenentation of the Convention. The Convention provides a
framework of principles for nonitoring |aw, policy and practice in respect of
di sabl ed children. The Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities provided a source of detail ed gui dance on what
shoul d be done and how to do it. Those two docunents should be used by the
Conmittee and others as conplenmentary tools in pronmoting the rights of

di sabl ed children

332. Action nmust be taken at every level - international, regional, national
| ocal and community - to effectively pronote the rights of disabled children
At the international |evel, the Commttee had a clear role to play by
rigorously scrutinizing States parties reports, highlighting the situation of
di sabl ed children, and pronoting the application of the Standard Rules. W
could also I earn from exchange of experience, research, expertise and

i nformati on, and good practice between countries.

333. Action also needed to be taken to support the famlies of disabled
children, pronote access to education, train teachers to work in inclusive
school s, enhance access to adequate health care, and provide practical help
within villages and | ocal comunities. Such action would necessarily include
| egal reform devel opnent of policies to pronpte opportunities for disabled
children, reconsideration of budgets and reallocation of resources.

334. Disabled children, like other children, had a right to participate in
decisions that affected them but they suffered a double denial of this right.
Many adults found it difficult to recognize both the right and the capacity of
any child to contribute effectively to decision-nmeking; where the child was

di sabl ed, there tended to be an even deeper inability to accept its
conpetence. This was conpounded by protectiveness on the part of carers which
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sought to shield the children fromthe responsibility of participation. It
was inperative to begin to explore ways of challenging the lack of belief in
di sabl ed children. There were many reasons for pronmoting nore active
participation in their owm lives. First, decisions nade about or on behal f of
a child woul d be better informed and nore likely to produce positive outcones
if the child himor herself was involved in the process. The views,
experiences and know edge of the child nust be an inportant part of any

pl anni ng or deci sion-nmaking. Second, the process of participation was a
central part of learning to take responsibility, to make decisions, to devel op
sel f-esteem and confidence. It was hard for any child to learn those skills
if no confidence is ever placed in himor her by adults; it was profoundly
nmore difficult for a disabled child who faced prejudi ce and excl usi on every
day of his or her life and who was constantly confronted by a self-inage
defined by society as negative and of little worth. It was therefore even
nore inportant that disabled children exercise their right to participate
actively. Finally, by denying children the right to be heard we were denying
themcitizenship; they becane non-people. Children whose voices were not
heard or listened to were vul nerable to abuse, violence and exploitation by
adul ts because they had no neans of challenging their oppression. Disabled
children were significantly nore likely to suffer sexual abuse than

abl e-bodi ed children, precisely because adults could act with inpunity.

335. The inclusion of disabled children was a right, not a privilege. There
was an inportant distinction between integration and inclusion. Policies of
integration tended to seek to change the child in order to fit into the
school. Inclusion, on the other hand, sought to change the school environnent
in order to neet the needs of the disabled child. |Inclusive education needed
to be introduced as part of a strategy for pronoting an inclusive society.

Mar gi nal i zati on and excl usion of disabled children were often defended on
grounds of cost-effectiveness. However, such arguments could not be sustained
when the question was turned around: can we afford the costs of exclusion?
The loss to societies throughout the world of failure to include disabled
children was huge: all their potential productive capacity was wasted. W
also lost a potential for enrichnment through their contribution to the soci al
creative, cultural and enotional dinensions of society. Inclusion was not an
expensive luxury, but rather an opportunity for all children to becone
productive nenbers of society. Indeed, failure to pronote the inclusion of

di sabl ed children sonetines reflected | ess a |ack of resources and nore a | ack
of political will. It was often those Governments clainmng to be |east able
to pronote the rights of disabled children that were spending a significant
proportion of the country's wealth on armanents and other mlitary
expendi t ures.

336. The final message of the discussion was that the tine for tal king was
over. Now it was tine for action

337. Words of thanks to all the participants, delivered in the name of the
Committee by Ms. Karp, Vice-Chairperson of the Committee, concluded the
thematic day. She said that the thematic day had proved to be not only a
stimul ating process that brought many new insights, but also a very noving
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experience due especially to those who had shared with the participants their
own personal stories and experiences. Inclusion was the goal, but it was as
well a nmeans to inprove society. The aimwas to have a society which
accomodat ed a wi de spectrum of individual abilities, and not a society which
simply expected all to conformto one hypothetical, and often unachieved,
standard of “normally”. The key issue was respect for the human dignity of
children with disabilities. Inclusion of children with disabilities into
soci ety was part of a process of social change to make a society in which
human dignity was a living val ue.

338. On the basis of the discussions on the various issues, the follow ng
recommendati ons were fornul ated by the Chairperson of the Conmttee:

(a) In its exam nation of States parties reports, the Conmttee should
commt itself to highlighting the situation of disabled children and the need
for concrete neasures to ensure recognition of their rights, in particular the
right to life, survival and devel opnment, the right to social inclusion and to
participation; it should al so enphasi ze that adequate nonitoring of the
situation of disabled children in all States nust be undertaken and encourage
nmoves to pronote the collection of statistics and other information to enable
constructive conpari sons between regions and States;

(b) The Committee should consider the possibility of drafting a
general coment on di sabl ed children

(c) The various bodies providing information to the Comrittee in the
course of the reporting process should ensure that the information they
provi de i ncludes disabled children

(d) States should review and anend | aws affecting disabled children
whi ch are not conpatible with the principles and provisions of the Convention
for exanple |egislation

(i) Vi ch denies disabled children an equal right to life,
survi val and devel opnent (including - in those States which
al l ow abortion - discrimnatory |laws on abortion affecting
di sabl ed children, and discrimnatory access to health
servi ces);

(ii) Whi ch deni es disabled children the right to education

(iii) Vi ch conpul sorily segregates disabled children in separate
institutions for care, treatnment or education;

(e) States should actively challenge attitudes and practices which
di scrim nate agai nst disabled children and deny them equal opportunities to
the rights guaranteed by the Convention, including infanticide, traditiona
practices prejudicial to health and devel opnent, superstition, perception of
disability as a tragedy;
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(f) In view of the appalling inmpact of arnmed conflict, which disables
hundreds of thousands of children, States should be encouraged to ratify the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of Anti-Personnel Mnes and Their Destruction, due to be opened for signature
in Gtawa i n Decenber 1997;

(9) The Committee should pronpte the Standard Rules on the
Equal i zation of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities as being rel evant
for full inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
strengthen its cooperation with the Special Rapporteur on Disabilities and his
panel of experts;

(h) The Committee, in cooperation with UNESCO, UN CEF and ot her
rel evant agencies, should ensure that inclusive education is included on the
agendas of neetings, conferences and seminars as an integral part of debates
concerni ng educati on;

(i) Rel evant agenci es shoul d be encouraged to devel op programes which
pronmote alternatives to institutionalization and to devel op and pronote
strategies to deinstitutionalize children

() The rights and interests of disabled children should be included
on the agenda of multi- and bil ateral agencies, devel opnent agencies, donor
agenci es, fundi ng organi zations such as the Wrld Bank and regi onal banks, as
wel | as technical cooperation agencies;

(k) Research into the provision of statistics and enpirical evidence
shoul d be pronoted with a viewto: (i) pronoting awareness of the extent to
which the right to life of disabled children is denied; (ii) challenging the
wi despread exi stence of superstition, prejudice, social stigma and denial of
access to education in relation to disabled children; (iii) challenging the
argunment of “cost-effectiveness” used to marginalize disabled children and
eval uating the costs of exclusion and |ost opportunities; (iv) bringing the
issue to prominence in the process of drafting and adopting conventions on
bi o- et hi cs;

() Di sabl ed children should be consulted, involved in decision-making
and given greater control over their lives; existing good practices should be
publici zed and shared, and appropriate training naterials devised;

(m Governnment s shoul d be encouraged to nake these materials avail able
at the conmunity level in appropriate forms for children and di sabl ed peopl e;
this could potentially be undertaken by one of the devel opnent agencies such
as the Swedi sh Organi zati on of Handi capped International A d Foundation or
Save the Children, in collaboration with some of the disabl ed peoples
or gani zati ons;
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(n) Training materials on pronoting the participation of disabled
children shoul d be produced. The UNI CEF International Child Devel opment
Centre (lInnocenti Centre) should be requested to produce an edition inits
series of information digests on the subject of inclusion, as its contribution
to the issues raised during the general discussion

339. In view of the various contributions made and the inportance of the
i ssues considered, the Conmttee felt that there was a need to ensure
followup to the general discussion. It was decided to set up a working group

on the rights of children with disabilities including nenmbers of the
Conmittee, representatives of relevant United Nations bodi es and agenci es and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons of disabl ed people, including disabled
children, to consider further the various recomendati ons nmade and el aborate a
pl an of action to facilitate the concrete inplenentation of the various
proposals. The Committee decided to pursue further the question of the
mandat e, conposition and activities of the working group at its next session
in January 1998.
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V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FCR THE SEVENTEENTH SESSI ON

The following is the draft provisional agenda for the sixteenth session
of the Conmittee:

1

2.

At

Adoption of the agenda.
Organi zational and other matters.

Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with
article 44 of the Convention

Consi deration of reports of States parties.

Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies.

Met hods of work of the Committee.

Future neetings of the Conmittee.

O her matters.

Bi ennial report of the Cormittee on its activities.

VI. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPCRT

its 426th neeting, held on 10 October 1997, the Conmittee adopted the

report on its sixteenth session
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Annex |

STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 10 OCTOBER 1997 (191)

St at es

Af ghani st an
Al bani a
Al geria
Andorra
Angol a

Anti gua and
Bar buda
Argentina
Arnmeni a
Australia
Austria

Azer bai j an
Bahanmas
Bahr ai n
Bangl adesh
Bar bados

Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Belize
Beni n
Bhut an

Bolivia

Bosni a and

Her zegovi na b/
Bot swana

Brazi |

Brune

Dar ussal am

Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Canbodi a
Caner oon

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

27
26
26
14
12
29
22
26

30

26
19

26
26

25

26

31
26

22
25

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1995
February 1990

March 1991
June 1990

August 1990
January 1990

Cct ober 1990
January 1990
April 1990

January 1990
January 1990
March 1990
April 1990
June 1990

March 1990

January 1990

May 1990
January 1990
May 1990
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1990

a/ Accession.

b/  Successi on.

instrunent of

ratification/

accession a/

28 March 1994
27 February 1992
16 April 1993
2 January 1996
5 Decenber 1990

5 Cct ober 1993
4 Decenber 1990
23 June 1993 a/
17 Decenber 1990
6 August 1992

13 August 1992 a/
20 February 1991
13 February 1992 a/
3 August 1990

9 Cctober 1990

Cct ober

Decenber
May 1990
August 1990
August 1990

1990
1991

R WN OB

26 June 1990

14 March 1995 a/
24 Septenber 1990
27 Decenber 1995 a/
3 June 1991

31 August 1990

19 Cctober 1990

15 Oct ober 1992
11 January 1993

27
28
16

12
22
14

31
15

13
24

26

30
18
14
10

into force

April 1994
March 1992
May 1993
February 1996
January 1991

Novenber 1993
January 1991
July 1993
January 1991
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
March 1991
March 1992
Sept enber
Novenber

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990
January 1992
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
March 1992
April 1995

Cct ober 1990

January 1996

July 1991
Sept enber
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1992
February 1993

1990



St at es

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/

Denocrati c
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea

Denocrati c
Republ i c of
Congo

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republ i c
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Est oni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

28

30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

20

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

February 1990
January 1990

Decenmber 1993

July 1993

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

23 April 1992
2 Cctober 1990
13 August 1990

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 COctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 Novenber
12 Sept enber

1990
1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993
13 Novenber
6 July 1997

1993

20 Sept enber
6 March 1991
8 COctober 1991

20 Septenber 1991
9 March 1991

1990

1 January 1993

21 October 1990

27 Cctober 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991
1 July 1991
2 Sept enber
2 Sept enber
2 Sept enber

1990
1990
1990

15 July 1992
2 Sept enber
20 Novenber

13 June 1991
12 Sept ember

1994
1991

1993
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St at es

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai ti

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
I raq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya

Kiribati
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People’'s
Denocrati c
Republ i c
Latvi a

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

20 June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990

June 1994 a/

N 00 ©O©~NO

6 March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber 1990

6 June 1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

10 August 1990

7 Cctober 1991

28 Cctober 1992

11 Decenber 1992 a/
5 Septenber 1990

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 COctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 Decenber 1995 a/
21 COctober 1991
7 Cctober 1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/

into force

20 July 1991
6 Septenber 1990
11 March 1994
7 Septenber 1990
2 July 1994

5 April 1992

2 Septenber 1990
10 June 1993

5 Decenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990

2 Septenber 1990
19 Septenmber 1990
13 February 1991

8 July 1995

2 Septenber 1990

9 Septenber 1990

6 Novenber 1991
27 Novenber 1992
11 January 1993

5 Cct ober 1990

12 August 1994
15 July 1994

28 Cctober 1992
2 Novenber 1991
5 Cctober 1991

13 June 1991
22 May 1994
23 June 1991
11 Septenber 1994
2 Septenber 1990

10 January 1996
20 Novenber 1991
6 Novenber 1994

7 June 1991
14 May 1992



St at es

Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembour g
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Mauri tani a

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
States of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a
N ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

26

26

26

26

26

20

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990
April 1993

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

14 May 1991
10 March 1992
4 June 1993

15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995

31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994
19 March 1991
2 January 1991 a/
17 February 1995 a/

11 February 1991
20 Septenber 1990
30 Septenber 1990

4 Cct ober 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

5 May 1993 a/
21 June 1993 a/
5 July 1990

21 June 1993

26 April 1994

15 July 1991 a/
30 Septenber 1990
27 July 1994 a/

14 Sept enmber 1990
6 February 1995
6 April 1993
5 Cctober 1990

30 Septenber 1990

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

into force

13 June 1991

9 April 1992
4 July 1993
15 May 1993

21 January 1996

1 March 1992
6 April 1994
18 April 1991
1 February 1991
19 March 1995

13 March 1991
20 October 1990
30 October 1990

3 Novenber 1993
15 June 1991

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 Septenber 1990

21 July 1993
26 May 1994
14 August 1991
30 Cctober 1990
26 August 1994

14 COctober 1990
7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990
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St at es

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi i ppi nes

Pol and

Por t uga

Qat ar

Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Federati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevis

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

G enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Principe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

4 August 1995 a/
12 Decenber 1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept enmber

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Septenber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Qct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enber
18 June 1990
5 COctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995

6 Decenber 1990

into force

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept enmber 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991
25 February 1996
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Novenber 1995

ADNIDNO

=

January 1993
25 June 1991

10 May 1995
16 July 1995
5 January 1991



St at es

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name
Swazi | and
Sweden

Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republ i c

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom
of Great Britain
and Northern

I rel and
Unit ed

Republ i c

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

Dat e of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
24
26
22
26

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30

26
26
13
26
30

January 1990
July 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

March 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accessi on

12 July 1991

3 August 1990
1 March 1993
7 Sept enber
29 June 1990

1995

24 February 1997

15 July 1993
26 QOctober 1993 a/
27 March 1992 a/

1 August 1990
6 November 1995 a/

5 Decenber 1991
30 January 1992
4 April 1995

20 Septenber 1993 a/
22 Septenber 1995 a/
17 August 1990
28 August 1991

3 January 1997 a/

16 Decenber 1991

10 June 1991

20 Novenber 1990
29 June 1994 a/
7 July 1993

13 Sept enmber 1990
28 February 1990
1 May 1991

3 January 1991

5 Decenber 1991

11 Sept enber 1990

11

31

26
14

25
26

17

29

19
22
16
27

15

10
20
29

13

31

11

into force

August 1991
Sept enber 1990
March 1993

Oct ober 1995
Sept enber 1990

March 1997
August 1993

Novenmber 1993
April 1992

Sept enber 1991

1990
1995

Sept enber
Decenber

January 1992
February 1992
May 1995

Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1993
1995
1990
1991

February 1997

January 1992

July 1991
Decenber

July 1994
August 1993

1990

Oct ober
Sept enber
May 1991
February 1991
January 1992

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990
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MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GATS OF THE CHI LD
Nanme of nenber Country of nationality
M. Francesco Paol o FULCl ** Italy
M's. Judith KARP* | srael
M. Youri KOLOSOv* Russi an Federati on
M ss Sandra Prunel | a MASON* Bar bados
M's. Nafsiah MBO ** I ndonesi a
Ms. Esther Margaret Queen MOKHUANE** South Africa
Ms. Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO* Bur ki na Faso
M's. Lisbeth PALME* Sweden
M. Chassan Sal i m RABAH** Lebanon
Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG* Brazi |

* Termexpires on 28 February 1999.

**  Term expires on 28 February 2001.



State party

Bangl adesh

Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n

Bhut an
Bolivia

Br azi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republ i c of Korea

Denocratic Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

France
Ganbi a

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF
THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 10 OCTOBER 1997

Date of entry into

Initial

Annex 11

reports due in 1992

force

Sept ember 1990
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enmber

1990
1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Noverber 1990

Noverber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

1990
1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992
1992
1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Noverber 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

1992
1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

Date of subm ssion

15

12
12

1
22

14

7

14
22
28
13

11
23

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Noverber 1996
January 1997

Sept ember 1992

July 1993

January 1997
June 1993

Cct ober 1992
February 1996

June 1996
Cct ober 1992
Novenmber 1992

April 1993

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 49

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 28

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

38 and
45
14

46
52

19

50
18

41

44

9 and

69 obed
69 /O OdO



State party

Ghana

G enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

CGui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a

Kenya
Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (continued)

force

20
21
28
15

Sept enmber
Decenber
Sept enmber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990

1990

1990
1990
1990

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber

1990

Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber

1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber

1990

Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990

Novenber

1990

Cct ober 1990

Decenber

1990

Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber

1990

Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber

1990

29
13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

Dat e due

Sept enmber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1992

1992

1992
1992
1992

1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Novenber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Decenber

1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enber

1992

Date of subm ssion

20 Novenber 1995
24 Septenber 1997
5 January 1995

20 Novenber 1996

2 March 1994
11 May 1993
17 Novenber 1992

2 April 1997

25 July 1995

15 Decenber 1992
20 Cct ober 1994
21 Decenber 1992

10 April 1995

12 January 1994

27 April 1994

25 January 1993

30 August 1993 and
13 Novenber 1996

28 Cctober 1992

21 September 1993
17 August 1994

14 April 1993

16 Cctober 1992

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 26

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 47

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

39
55
33
48

27
17
10 and

53

36
11
32
12

34
25
29
13
22 and

7 and

23
30
16
5

0/, obed
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State party

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Senegal
Seychel | es
Si erra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zi mbabwe

Angol a
Argentina

Australia
Bahamas
Bul gari a

Col onmbi a

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (continued)

Dat e due

Date of subm ssion

21 January 1997
12 Sept enber 1994

10 April 1996
29 Septenber 1992

7 Septenber 1992
27 February 1996

1 February 1996

2 August 1995

9 July 1997

30 Septenber 1992

23 May 1995

17 March 1993
8 January 1996

29 Septenber 1995
14 April 1993

8 Novenber 1994
27 Cctober 1995

force

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
7 Cctober 1990 6 Cctober 1992

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
16 Septenber 1990 15 Sept enber 1992
20 Decenber 1990 19 Decenber 1992
13 Cct ober 1990 12 Cctober 1992

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992
11 Cctober 1990 10 Cctober 1992

Initial reports due in 1993

4 January 1991 3 January 1993

3 January 1991 2 January 1993
16 January 1991 15 January 1993
22 March 1991 21 March 1993

3 July 1991 2 July 1993
27 February 1991 26 February 1993
6 March 1991 5 March 1993

7 Novenber 1991 6 Novenber 1993
20 September 1991 19 Septenber 1993
9 March 1991 8 March 1993

22 Decenber 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 20

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 21

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

51
31

43
3 and

42
40
37
54

4 and

35

2 and

31

29

19
30
24

1/, abed
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State party

Denmar k
D i bouti
Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Est oni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
I srael

Italy
Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal aw
Mal di ves

Mauri tani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (continued)

force

18

5
12
11
20

13
20
13
6
2

5
13
23
20

7

13
18

1
13

15

14
19
7
11
7

August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Novenber 1991

June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991

Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991
November 1991
June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991

June 1991

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991

17

11
10
19

12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12

14

13
18

10

Dat e due

August 1993
January 1993
April 1993
July 1993
Noverber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993

Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993

June 1993

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993

Date of subm ssion

14

10
12

28

11
25
25
23
18

21
20

14
19
30
19
11

Sept ember 1993

August 1995
Decenber 1994

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996
January 1996

Decenmber 1994
July 1993

July 1994

Sept enber 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995
January 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

8

27
22

34

18
12

35
32

26

28
11

and

Z/) obed
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State party

Republ i c of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and Pri nci pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen

Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Initial

reports due in 1993 (continued)

Date of entry into Dat e due Dat e of submni ssion
force
20 Decenber 1991 19 Decenber 1993 17 Novenber 1994
23 February 1991 22 February 1993 30 Septenber 1992
25 Decenber 1991 24 Decenber 1993
13 June 1991 12 June 1993
25 June 1991 24 June 1993 29 May 1995
5 January 1991 4 January 1993 10 August 1993
11 August 1991 10 August 1993 23 March 1994
17 Septenber 1991 16 Septenber 1993 4 March 1997
27 Septenmber 1991 26 Septenmber 1993 8 Cctober 1993
10 July 1991 9 July 1993 29 April 1994
31 May 1991 30 May 1993 14 Novenber 1994
2 February 1991 1 February 1993 21 Septenber 1994
Initial reports due in 1994
28 March 1992 27 March 1994
5 Sept enber 1992 4 Septenber 1994 8 October 1996
12 Septenber 1992 11 Septenber 1994 9 Novenber 1995
14 March 1992 14 March 1994 26 May 1997
15 January 1992 14 January 1994 12 July 1994
6 March 1992 5 March 1994
14 Novenber 1992 15 Novenber 1994
12 January 1992 11 January 1994 17 June 1994
4 July 1992 3 July 1994
23 May 1992 23 May 1994

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 36

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/
Rev. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 14

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20 and
Add. 38
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 16

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 15
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3

e, obed
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State party

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Cui nea
Cer many

I cel and

I rel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a

Antigua and Barbuda
Arnmeni a

Canmer oon

Conor os

Congo
Fiji

G eece
I ndi a
Li beria

Initial

reports due in 1994 (continued)

Date of entry into

force

1 April 1992

1 January 1993
15 July 1992

5 April 1992
27 Novenber 1992

28 COct ober 1992
14 May 1992

9 April 1992

1 March 1992

1 January 1993

26 April 1992

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
15 January 1992

31
31
14

26

27
13

28
31

25

28
14

Dat e due

March 1994
Decenber 1994
July 1994

May 1994
Novenber 1994

Cct ober 1994
May 1994
April 1994
February 1994
Decenmber 1994

April 1994

January 1994
February 1994
January 1994

January 1994

Date of subm ssion

27 March 1995
4 March 1996

30 August 1994
30 Novenber 1994

4 April 1996

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

reports due in 1995

5 January 1992 4

Initial

16 May 1993 15
4 Novenber 1993 3

23 July 1993 5
10 February 1993 9
22 July 1993 21
13 Novenber 1993 12
12 Sept enber 1993 11
10 June 1993 9
11 January 1993 10
4 July 1993 3

May 1995
Noverber 1995
August 1995
February 1995
July 1995

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

16 Novenmber 1995

19 February 1997

12 June 1996

19 March 1997

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12

[e20Né)]

CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 13
CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ T/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ T/ 11/ Add. 1,
Add. 9, Add. 15 and
Add. 15/ Corr. 1

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10

) obed
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State party

Li byan Arab Janehiriya

Mar shal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Federat ed
States of)

Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vincent and

t he Grenadi nes

Sur i nane

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur knmeni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g
Japan
Mbzanbi que

Initial

reports due in 1995 (continued)

Date of entry into

force

15
3
4

21
21

6
31
25
16
25

31
14
25
20

6

27
11

22
26

May 1993
Novenber
June 1993

1993

July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993
February 1993
July 1993

November 1993

March 1993
August 1993
Noverber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

April 1994
March 1994
April 1994
May 1994
May 1994

20
20

31
24
15
24

31
13
24
19

Initial

Dat e due

Date of subm ssion

May 1995 23
Novenmber 1995
June 1995 16

July 1995
July 1995 27

May 1995 29
March 1995

February 1995

July 1995

Novenmber 1995

March 1995

August 1995 22
Noverber 1995

Cct ober 1995

August 1995 27

reports due in 1996

26
10

5
21
25

April 1996

March 1996

April 1996 26
May 1996 30
May 1996

May 1996

April 1996

July 1995

Sept ember 1995

Sept ember 1995

January 1997

July 1996
May 1996

Symbol_

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

N

G, abed
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Initial reports due in 1996 (conti nued)

State party Date of entry into Dat e due Dat e of submi ssion Symbol
force
Georgi a 2 July 1994 1 July 1996 7 April 1997 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 4
Iraq 15 July 1994 14 July 1996 6 August 1996 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3
Uzbeki st an 29 July 1994 28 July 1996
Iran (Islamc 12 August 1994 11 August 1996
Republ i c of)
Naur u 26 August 1994 25 August 1996
Eritrea 2 Septenber 1994 1 Septenber 1996
Kazakst an 11 Sept enber 1994 10 Sept enber 1996
Kyrgyzst an 6 Novenber 1994 5 Novenber 1996
Sanpa 29 Decenber 1994 28 Decenber 1996

Initial reports due in 1997

Net her | ands 7 March 1995 6 March 1997 15 May 1997 CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1
Mal aysi a 19 March 1995 18 March 1997

Bot swana 13 April 1995 12 April 1997

Qat ar 3 May 1995 2 May 1997

Tur key 4 May 1995 3 May 1997

Sol omon | sl ands 10 May 1995 9 May 1997

Hai ti 8 July 1995 7 July 1997
Sout h Africa 16 July 1995 15 July 1997

Pi | au 3 Sept enber 1995 3 Sept enber 1997
Swazi | and 6 Cctober 1995 5 Cctober 1997
Tuval u 22 Cctober 1995 21 Cct ober 1997
Si ngapor e 4 Novenber 1995 3 Novemrber 1997
Tonga 6 Decenber 1995 5 Decenber 1997

9, obed
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State party

Kiri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

United Arab Enmirates
Swit zerl and
Cook | sl ands

Initial

reports due in 1998

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of subm ssion

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998

February 1998

reports due in 1999

force
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24
Initial
2 February 1997 1
26 March 1997 25
6 July 1997 5

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

), abed
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State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an

Bol ivia
Brazi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Denocrati c Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Chana

Gr enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Second periodic reports due in 1997

23
29
17

31
11
20
20

26

oOU R R R

13

29
11
24

Dat e due

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Novenber
Oct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Novenmber 1997

Oct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober
Novenmber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1997
1997

1997
1997

1997

Dat e of subni ssion

12 August 1997

18 Sept ember 1997

Synmbol_

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2



State party

Peru

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Second periodic reports due in 1997 (continued)

19
20
27

Russi an Federati on 14

Saint Kitts

and Nevis
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi mbabwe

PR ok

15
19
12

Dat e due

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997

1997

1997

1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Decenber
Cct ober

Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Dat e of subni ssion

CRC/ C/ 69
page 79

Synbol

25 Sept enber

1997

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3
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Annex |V
LI ST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS, DOCUMENTS AND CONTRI BUTI ONS
SUBM TTED FOR THE GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF
CHI LDREN W TH DI SABI LI TIES, HELD ON 6 OCTOBER 1997

By nmenbers of the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child

Introductory statement by Ms. Nafsiah Mo

Children with disabilities caused by |andm nes and ordnance by
M. Francesco Paol o Ful ci

By the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts

CGeneral discussion on children with disabilities. Informal background note by
the secretari at

Human Rights and Di sabl ed Persons by M. Leandro Despouy, Special Rapporteur
of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities (United Nations publication, Sales No. E 92.XlV.4)

By the Special Rapporteur of the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent on
Disability

The convention and the standard rules. Oal statement by M. Bengt Linqgvist

CGovernnment action on disability policy - a gl obal survey by
M. Dimtris Mchailakis

By the United Nations Children's Fund

Children and violence in lLnnocenti Digest No. 2, Septenber 1997

Adol escence and disability. |Issue paper for the discussion day

Di sabl ed children. An annotated listing of information sources. Research and
Document ati on Centre, Ceneva Ofice

By the International Committee of the Red Cross

Statenent for the thematic day

By non-governnental organizations, research institutions and individua
experts

The right to life and devel opnent. Subnission to the thematic day by Di sabl ed
Peopl es' International - European Region

Di sabl ed children - agendas for research by the School of Sociol ogy and Socia
Policy, University of Leeds (United Kingdom

I nclusive education - a franmework for change. National and internationa
perspectives by the Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education
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Addressing the needs of children with learning disabilities. Subm ssion by
the International School Psychol ogy Associ ation

The rights of the child with disabilities. Contributing remarks fromthe
I nternational Federation of Social Wrkers

The rights of children with disabilities. Statenent by Kesher (information
counsel ling and support centre in Israel for parents of children with specia
needs)

Programre on di sabl ed children. Docunents submitted by the Internationa
Catholic Child Bureau

Children with disabilities. Paper subnmitted by Christian Children's Fund

Commitnments to girls with disabilities. Extract fromthe Platformfor Action
adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen, Beijing, 1995

Document prepared by the Wonen's Comm ttees of Disabled Peoples' Internationa
Ake's Book by Kristina Lundgren, Bokforlager libris, Orebro, Sweden, 1993
The rights of children with disabilities. How is progress nonitored? A
review of national and NGO reports to the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child

by Lill enor Andersson Brolin. Conm ssioned by Radda Barnen, Sweden

The rights of children with disabilities. Subnission by International Save
the Children Alliance

As if children matter: Perspectives on children, rights and disabilities.
I nclusion International, Septenmber 1997

CGetting there - International update on inclusive education. |nclusion
I nternational, Novenber 1997

Towards a society for all children. Report of a conference on disabled
children held in October 1996 in Durban, South Africa

International protection of children's right to health: the nedica
screeni ng of newborns by Sanford J. Fox and Di ony Young, Boston Col | ege,
Third World Law Journal, volunme XI, Wnter 1991, No. 1

Equal ity rights of persons with disabilities - Canadian and internationa
perspectives by David Lepofsky, in Human Rights in the Twenty-first
Century, a G obal Challenge K E. Mahoney and Paul Mahponey (eds.),
Martinus N jhoff, 1993.

The rights of children with disabilities. Position paper by Bizchut, the
I sraeli Human Rights Centre for People with Disabilities

Just technology? Fromprinciples to practice in bio-ethical issues. Paper by
the International League of Societies for Persons with Mental Handi cap

Children's health by Beatrice Marzano Trinchese
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Annex V

LI'ST OF I NI TI AL REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE COWM TTEE
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 10 OCTOBER 1997

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Federati on

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept emmber - Cct ober

| ndonesi a

Peru

El Sal vador

Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nanm bi a
Col onbi a

Romani a
Bel ar us

Sixth session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile
Nor way

1993)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO OhrELN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Conmmittee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO WN R

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 23



Sevent h session

( Sept ember - Cct ober 1994)

Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Madagascar
Par aguay

Spai n
Argentina

Ei ghth session
(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi nes

Col onbi a

Pol and

Janmai ca
Denmar k

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Ninth session
(May-June 1995)

Ni car agua
Canada
Bel gi um
Tuni si a
Sri Lanka

Tenth session

(Cct ober - Novenber 1995)

Italy
Ukr ai ne
Cer many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 10 and 26
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 2 and 17

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ C/ 69
page 83

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ghth session)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 34

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 37
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 38
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 40

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 42
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 43
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 44
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 45
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 46



CRC/ C/ 69
page 84

El event h session
(January 1996)

Yenmen

Mongol i a

Federal Republic
of Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republic of Korea

Croatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mhabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat emal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

Ni geri a

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauritius

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71



Fifteenth session

(May-June 1997)

Cuba

Ghana
Bangl adesh
Par aguay
Al geria
Azer bai j an

Si xt eenth sessi on

( Sept emmber - Cct ober

Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Australia
Uganda

1997)

Czech Republic

Trini dad and Tobago

Togo

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and 49
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 22 and 47
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 69
page 85

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

72
73
74
75
76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83



CRC/ C/ 69
page 86
Annex VI

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF | NI TI AL REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSI DERATI ON
AT THE COW TTEE' S SEVENTEENTH AND ElI GHTEENTH SESSI ONS

Sevent eenth session
(5-23 January 1998)

Mal di ves CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33
I rel and CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12
M cronesi a CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5
Li byan Arab Janahiriya CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6

Ei ght eenth sessi on
(19 May-5 June 1998)

Japan CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1
Ecuador CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44
Fiji CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 7
Hungary CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34
Luxembour g CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2

Iraq CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3



CRC/ C/ 69
page 87

Annex VI

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS | SSUED FOR THE SI XTEENTH SESSI ON OF THE COWMM TTEE

CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 6

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 78

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 79

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 80

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 81

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 82

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 83

CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 9

CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 7

CRC/ C/ 67

CRC/ C/ 68

CRC/ C/ SR. 399- 426

Reservati ons, declarations and objections relating to
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child

Initial report of Uganda
Initial report of Togo
Initial report of Australia

Initial report of the Lao People's Denocratic
Republic

Initial report of Trinidad and Tobago
Initial report of the Czech Republic

Concl udi ng observations: Lao People's Denocratic
Republic

Concl udi ng observations: Australia

Concl udi ng observations: Uganda

Concl udi ng observations: Czech Republic
Concl udi ng observations: Trinidad and Tobago
Concl udi ng observations: Togo

Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on followup to the
consi deration of reports

Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas identified by
the Committee for technical assistance

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties
to the Convention and the status of subm ssion of
reports

Provi si onal agenda and annotations

Summary records of the sixteenth session



