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Introduction

1. The present report, prepared by the NBCRC of the Islamic Republic of Iran, intends
to reflect, in some details, the activities undertaken by the Government to protect, respect
and promote rights of the child. It specifically take®iatcount the obligations included in

the Convention on the Rights of the Child and attempts to present, to the greatest extent
possible, its contents according to the general guidelines regarding the form and content of
the periodic reports to be submdteinderArticle 44(1)(b) of the said Convention. The
report has also taken into consideration the final remarks of the esteemed Cowmmitiee
Rights of the Childegarding the second report of the Islamic Republic of Iran and offers
replies based on theational laws and regulations as well as the responses received from
domestic implementation bodies.

2. The laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, driven from Islamic Sharia, within a
comprehensive framework, address all the requirements of children, mgluteir

physical, mental and social needs, from their bidtove of all, they contemplate measures

to be taken in order that children to be raised in a hospitable environment where their rights
are observed, their dignities are respected and theirctimte security, emotions, safety

and health are ensured. These are seen as necessary requirements for the development and
personality completion of children.

3. The Islamic Republic of Iran has acceded to the Convention with reservations in
1991. It has, hoewer, tried to implement the provisions of the Convention, to the extent
possible, in their entirety. In this regard, the Board of Ministers (Cabinet) of the Islamic
Republic of Iran appointed the Ministry of Justice as the National Body for the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on 3rd January 2010. Considering the broadness of the subject as
well as the variety and existence of different sectors that are active in and concerned with
child-related areas, the NBCRC has made every efforts to superviganizz and
coordinate all issues relating to children in Iran. The NBCRC is administered on the basis
of minimization principle, but in its activities it benefits from advice and cooperation of a
majority of governmental and nagovernmental bodies. In aiidn to advancing the

¢ h i | sarighesinéll the daily tasks of the relevant Ministries and governmental and non
governmental organizations in the national level and coordinating among them for avoiding
duplication and preventing misaits, the NBCRC itends to establish local offices
managed by the Provincial Governors to coordinate among organizations active 4in child
related areas at local/provincial level. Satisfactory progress has been made in this regard

4, The Cabinet has approved the NBCRC to besisbed of several organs, including a
secretariat, four working groups and a coordination council entrusted with the task to
coordinate among governmental and qgmvernmental entities which are associated with
children and adolescents in Iran. Based oa @abineds decisions, the Coordination
Council, chaired by the Minister of Justice, is composed of the authorized representatives of
the said entities along with the representative of the Iranian Bar Association, and
representatives from three ngovernnental organizations who are elected by other NGOs.
The following four specialized working groups have been also contemplated to assist the
NBCRC and Council to fulfill their mandate of supervision, coordination, and protection of
the CRC related issues:

(&  Monitoring and Controlling Working Group;
(b)  Legal and Judicial Working Group;
(c)  Training and Information Working Group;

(d)  Protection and Coordination Working Group.
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5.

In the first year of its establishment, the NBCRC held several meetings of the

Coordination Council, attended by representatives of all organizations associated with the
rights of child. The first important working task of the Body coincided with the preparation

of the Third Periodic Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It, howeveudchot be
submitted in the due time, despite great attempts on the part of the NBCRC and members of
its Coordination Council. The present Report is the result of numerous meetings, long
sessions as well as the reports received from the members an@méiess present in the
Coordination Council. As explained in the Report the followings are among the important
legal, judicial and administrative developments in the period covered by the Report:

A Enactment of several special laws in chittated areasin the recent years, the
Legislative branch of the Government of Islamic Republic of Iran has enacted
important laws in chileelated areas, such as the Act on Protection of Children and
Adolescents and the Act on Protection of Women and Children withoatd@zn.
Meanwhile, the drafts of several other bills, like the Bill on Consideration of Crimes
Committed by the Children and Adolescents, are finalized and pending before the
Parliament to be considered. Recently, the section on procedural rules dtehe la
bill have been approved through the new law on amendment of Penal Procedure Act,
while its substantial rules have been enacted within new Amended Islamic
Punishment Act. Accordingly the very content of the Bill is almost covered in these
two acts.

A Approval of the Comprehensive Bill on Protection of the Children and Adolescents
Rights. The abovementioned Bill has been approved by the Board of Ministers and
sent to the Parliament whose Léghldicial Commission is currently considering it.
Expectedly, tk Bill, when ratified, brings about notable changes, from protection
point of view, to the rights and privileges of children, especially those who are
victims of crimes.

A Approval of the Bill on Protection of Children without Guardians. After facing
extensve deliberations, the Bill on Protection of Children without Guardian, also,
passes final steps of its approval. It will produce legal, judicial and administrative
reforms to the existing laws and regulations which will be explained, in some
detalils, in tle subsequent sections of the Report.

A Considerable increase in the number of the Juvenile Correction Centers. In the past
few years the number of the Juvenile Correction Centers (special centers for
maintaining and correcting children who act against laves) increased from 12 in
1999 to 28 in 2011. These Centers not only keep the children who act against the
law, totally separated from prisons, but serve also to promote the best interests of
these children by providing them with education and-isetfrovernent training
opportunities.

Alssuance of several judicial verdicts in the courts according to the provisions of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children are vulnerable human beings who
may end up in many psychological and social disorders, dimgucommitting
criminal acts, in circumstances where they feel distress, as well as deprivation from
affection, economy and education. Accordingly, in the recent years, the judges of
juvenile courts when considering the crimes committed by children aoidsaénts,
and judges of family courts when hearing cases of divorce, maintenance and
custody, take into account the principle of preserving the best interests of the child
and in this regard they rely on provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, along with the protective laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran while issuing
their verdicts. Some of such verdicts are attached to this Report.
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A Execution of the new plan for honoring orphans. Through a new and creative
program, called the Plan for Horing Orphans, far reaching steps have been taken
to protect and support children without guardians or financial supports. It
contemplates mechanisms for identification and providing financial supports for
those children, while fully observing the confidiality requirements in order not to
compromise their dignity. It identifies the children without guardians through public
notice, while at same time it takes appropriate measures to ensure that their
identities, particulars and addresses are duly predefhe Plan then provides them
with monthly allowance.

A lmplementation of a New Assessment System in Elementary Schools. Since 2009,
the Ministry of Educati on h a s desariftigetualitativé sydteit h e f
(gradual a sdeserpts/ageanitative systerm (exambased assessment).
The main goal of this new assessment system is to promote the psychological health
and to remove the unintended stress that an @ased assessment may cause for
the young school children.

A Increasing the role ofamn-governmental organizations. The NBCRC has constantly
encouraged the cooperation between NGOs, active in therehakgéd areas, and
relevant governmental organization. Accordingly, there exists systematic
collaboration between such entities. Especjajtyvernmental organizations, such as
the State Social Welfare Organization, the Municipalities and the Ministry of
Labour, which have responsibilities in the field of the right of the child, have now
close cooperation with the related NGOs.

6. The NBCRC, sice the very first days of establishments, has tried to include NGOs

in its most important constituent organ, namely the Coordination Council, by allocating
them representation seats. In this regard, it has so far held several consultation meetings and
reaently organized an election among volunteered NGOs to elect the three representative
NGOs for the Cooperation Council. These representatives are now actively participating in
all sessions of the Council, with same voice and vote as other governmentalrmiembe

7. In preparing the present report, every effort has been made to collect reliable
statistics regarding different provisions of the Convention and those needed according to
the Guidelines. Particularly, in this regard, the latest formal statistics pidocthe
Islamic Republic of Iran was examined to reveal the current statistics of the children
according to their sex, ethnicity, religion or disability. However, due to fusion, diversity
and propagation of the subject, this could not be completely achiéor example, as a
result of the promulgation of population (because of domicile and marriage) and the fact
that ethnic groups or religious minorities, who are living throughout the Country, are not
officially registered according to their ethnicity oeligion, it was not possible to
completely extract the numbers of different ethnical groups or religious minorities.

8. Moreover, it was not possible for the NBCRC, despite inquiries made, to extract an
exact figure of the budget specifically allocated toldren in organizations or bodies
associated with children. Since many of such organizations provide their services to the
general public, irrespective of their age, and their allocated budget has not been divided
according to age of the persons who reedhe service, the NBCRC has not yet been able

to provide in the Report the required budget information. It notes worthy that many
governmental bodies have to deal with different aspects of the clidlién as their
mandate or have specific divisions their organizational charts. These are organizations
which spend considerable portion of their budget to children. To name a few, the NBCRC
can mention: the Municipalities, Ministry of Labour, State Social Welfare Organization,
cultural deputies of Govaeors General of Provinces (Ministry of the Interior), Police
(Ministry of the Interior), State Personal Status Registration Organization (Ministry of the
Interior), State Technicald Vocational Training Organization, Physical Education
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Organization, Ministy of Islamic Culture and Guidance, the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting Organization (specially Channel 2 of I.R.I.B. TV), Presidency Office for
Underdeveloped Regions, the Red Crescent Society, Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation
and the Judiciary ofhe Islamic Republic of Iran. None of them include in their annual
budget an independent index for the service that they provide to children.

9. Although, some parts of the private sector, such ascdegs, nurseries and some
nongovernmental organizationshefit from financial or material aids provided by the
Government, the inquiries made to them to identify the amount of budget allocated to the
children in this sector have not yet been fruitful.

10. The existence of variant cultures and cultural and ethenisisvities in some areas,

the dispersion of villages, which has resulted in wudselopment of some rural areas,
along with the immensity of the country and shortage of immediate resources have made
ensuring the widespread implementation of the Comwerd challenge for the NBCRC.
Additionally, the legal and illegal migrations from neighboring countries in the past three
decades have not only depleted the existing resources, but also affected intended
implementation of the provisions of the Conventionrespect to the migrant, asylum
seeking and refugee children. Cases have been reported that migrant families resist against
any change to their customary practice (such as forceful marriage of girls or allowing them
to go to schools). The existing leval international contribution is not sufficient to meet

the growing needs migrant families and their children.

[I. Basic andfundamental rights

Definition of the child (art. 1)

1. Childhood Age in the Laws and Regulations of the Islamic Republic of &m

11. According toArticle 1 of the Convenin on t he Ri gachissmeafs t he Chi | d,
every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the

child, majority is attained earliérArticle 1210 of the dfanian Civil Code stae s Thea't : fi

majority age for the boy is full 15 years according tohije calendar and for the girl full

9 years according to thdijri calendaid Nevertheless, in most laws and regulations of the

Islamic Republic of Iran, especially those that hdeen passed for the purpose of

protection of children, including the followings as well as new bills that have been prepared

according to the principles and provisions of the Convention, a child is defined as the

person who is under the age of 18:

(1) Protection of Children and Adolescents Act of 06th December 2002:

fiArticle 1 7 All the persons who have not attained the age of 18 according to the
Iranian calendar, shall benefit from the legal prbttcons pr ovi ded f or by t hi

The Act includesjnter alia, protections form bullying, harassments, any form of
exploitation, physical or mental torture and denfabrodeprivation form education.

(2)  Labour Act of 30th December 1990:

fArticle 841 In the jobs and works that, because of their nature andotiditions

under which they are carried out, may be harmful for the health or spirit of the

trainees and adolescents, the least age for work will be 18. This issue shall be
considered by the Ministr of Labour and Social Affairs. o
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(3) Public and Revolutiong Courts (Criminal) Procedure Act of 11th April
1999:

fiNote toArticle 22071 All the crimes committed by the [junior] adults who are under
18years old, are considered by the Juvenile Court domprto the public
regul ations. 0

(4) Article 14 of the Stag Employment Act of 21st June 1966 and subsequent
amendments thereto:

fithose who are willing to be employed officially, should meet the following
requirements: a.tobe atleastl& ar s and at most 40 years ol déo

The State Services Management Act, apptlowe 2007, entered into force on 2010,
has subsequently increased the employment age to 20 years.

(5) Passport Act of 1st March 1973 and the subsequent amendments thereto:

fiArticle 21 7 The names of the children under the age of 18 who are travelling

togeter with one of their parents, grandfathers, grandmothers, stepmother,

stepfather, sister or brother, shall be registered in the passports of the mentioned

persons if requested by their parentgarar di ans, as the case may be.

(6) Act on Providing the Bnian Children and Adolescents with the Education
Means and Possibilities, approved on 1974:

fiArticle 37 The father, mother or legal guardian of an adolescent under the age of
18 is obliged to enroll him/her in the high school, if he/she has succegshsted

the junior high school level and is qualified to study in the higher level according to
the regulations of the Ministry of Education, and to provide him/her with the means
for the continuation of his/her study. In case the mentioned persons céorot@

do so, the government is obliged to prepare the necessary means and possibilities for
the continuation of study of such adolescents, obserbitigle 6 of the present

Act . 0O

Article 6 of the Act proscribes that studying at high school level shioalffee for

all persons, provided that they serve at public sectors for the period that they have
enjoyed free education. However, tifigticle was superseded IArticle 30 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran which provides all memberthef
whole nation with free education at every level, including high schools and higher
education.

(7)  Act on Personal Status Registration of 1976, amended on 1984

fiArticle 16 7 Notification and signing the General Book of the Events shall be,
respectivey, on the charge of the following persons:

a. Father and grandfather;
é
g. The person himself/lherselfh o has the age of 18 or more; o

(8) Act on Permitting to Open Saving Account for the Children, approved on
1978 and the subsequent amendments thereto:

fiThe account holder is entitled to withdraw money from his/her deposit account
onywhen he/ she attains the age of 18.0

(9) By-law of Organizing Street Children of 2005:
fiArticle 17 The following terms in the biaw shall mean as follows:

Street Child: gperson under the age of 18 who lives totally or partially in the street,
including a child who is yet in contact with his/her family and enjoys a home, or a

child who considers the street as his/her home and has the least relation with the
family or, inpinciple, do not have such a relation. o



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

12. Having mentioned the above laws andlaw, it could be held that, in principle, in
most of the domestic laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the age of 18 is
regarded as the end of childhood. In sorases, however, such as the Act of 1995 on
Protection of Women and Children without Guardian, the age of end of childhood could be
even regarded above 18 whereenti a s mental developnfeat oprotecfion
considerationsare taken into account. fact, these provisions are in coordination with the
first part ofArticle 1 of the Convention.

13. The new amended IslamRuni s hment A c t menta Hewetopmedt a g e
a n @radbial criminal liability criteria to establish the criminal liability of thuildren and

determine the social responses. The absolute criminal age has also increased to 18 years.

The new act supersedes the previous Islamic Punishment Act which followed the religious
majority criterion.

14. Article 90 of the Islamic Punishment Act t&a:

filn the crimes causingladd punishment (punishment ordained by Sharia) or Qisas
(corporal punishment), where adults under 18 years age do not comprehend the
nature and/or prohibition of the committed offence or where their mental
development and pex€tion are doubted, they will be sentenced, as the case may be,
to the punishments provided for in this section, corresponding to their ages.

Note: the court may seek the advice of the forensic medicine or other means, that it
considers appropriate, to tdemine the mental development and petibn of the
concerned person. o

Number of the Children under the Age of 18

15.  According to the Statistics Centef the Islamic Republic of Iran, total number of
the population of the country who are between 08gdars old, considering their sex is as
follows:

of

Item

Urban Rural Non-domiciled Total

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total

-1 year

1-4 years
5-9 years
10-14 years
15-17 years
18 years

38298z 36282z 745804 20235¢ 19164t 394004 1,08z 1,077 2,15¢ 58,642 555544 1,141,967
1,44601¢ 1,37409% 2,82011z 76472C 72866¢ 1,49338¢ 4,40¢ 4,10t 8511 221514f 2106866 4,322011
1,84233% 1,756041 3598374 972655 927,03¢ 1,89969z 553t 545: 10991 2820524 2,68853% 5509057
2,19121¢€ 2,086461 4,27767¢ 1,24383: 1,17469C 241852 6,194 6,19€¢ 1239z 3,44124F 3,26734¢ 6,708594
1,74308€ 1,657,86€ 3,400954 90183C 86203z 1,76386z 4,431 4317 8,74t 2,649347 2524217 5,173564

61630z 594721 1,21102: 31177¢ 29943z 611211 1657 153t 319t 92973¢ 895691 1,82542¢

8,221,94C 7,83200€16,05394¢ 4,397,174 4,18350¢ 8,58068C 2330& 2268E 45994 1264242z 12,03820C 24,68062z

10

1 On the question of religious maturity/majorityterion in civil matters, it needs to be mentioned that

it is often determined in line with the best interests of the child. It is less than the age of 18 years only
for marriage. For girls, it has been increased from 9 years to 13 years. The amended0¥tiof
the Civil Code, accordingly, states:

AiMarriage of a girl before attaining the age of

full 15 years, is subject to the permission of his/her guardian, provided that his/her expediency,

cosi dered by the competent court is observed. 0
At present, in practice, the age of marriage or girls and boys in Iran has been increased due to cultural
development and increase in general education throughout the country.

2 The statistics are taken eyds years.

f

ul
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General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

Non-discrimination (protecting the child against any type
of discrimination) (art. 2)

16. The principle of nordiscrimination is guaranteed in the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. ItArticle 20 stipulates:

fAll citizens of the country, both men and womenyalty enjoy the protection of
the law and enjoy all human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, in
conformity with Islamic criteria.o

17. The executive and public bodies, offering services to children, have also taken
measures to ensure the prplei of nondiscrimination. Some of the measures are
mentioned as follows:

18. The Ministry of Education provides all the students with the possibilities of
education and training, regardless of their race, religion, political views, etc. Besides,
students froma minority religion enjoy the right to get educations related to their own
religions.

19. The State Welfare Organization which is responsible to support children without
(capable) guardians or of special needs admits all the children and adolescentseainder th
age of 18 years, regardless of their religion, race or nationality, who have lost their
guardians permanently or temporarily, for any reason, in gaasly section. The admitted
children benefit from all services of the Organization, including careealudation. To
determine the best of interest of the child, judicial authority will decide on the capability of
the guardian to discharge its responsibilities or the eligibility of the child to benefit from the
services.

20. At present, in most of welfare dems throughout the country, children of foreign
nationality, especially Iragi, Afghan and Pakistani children, are under care, education and
specialized services, similar to those rendered to Iranian children.

21. There is a higher chance that the refugetddm, because of the difference of their
nationality, religion or race with the host country, face discrimination or to lose equal
chance in receiving required services. With this in mind, the Ministry of the Interior has
taken the numerous measures, ooperation of other relevant bodies, to protect such
children and provide them with the required services:

A To introduce those children who require some especial clinical needs, such as kidney
transpantation, or suffer from hardured diseases, likbalasemia and hemophilia
to the special protection/support associations/institutions and to protect them
through insurance services or direct financial support;

ATo fund and carry out several sport, educational and medical projects for refugee
children as welhs to provide those in need with the financial aids;

ATo give education to more than 250,000 Iragi and Afghan refugee children in the
national schools throughout the country;

A To vaccinate all the refugee children along with the Iranian children;
A To send thgoliomyelitis vaccine to Afghanistan;

ATo execute different educational and preparatory projects for the Afghan children,
with the cooperation of national and international-gorernmental organizations;

11
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A To carry out educational, health and sport projémtsAfghan children throughout
the country, especially in cities, like Shadkay and Nematabad which accommodate
large population of Afghan refugees;

A To carry out projects to prevent Afghan children from HIV and AIDS;

ATo arrange recreational and educatiotours for children without guardians to
different parts of the country, including the holy city of Mashhad;

ATo distribute, with the cooperation of some NGOs, cloths, food, cleaning and
sanitary products among the Afghan children in need; and

A To providevocational education and trainings to prepare the refugee children when
they voluntaty return to their home country.

To secure the best interests of childaft. 3)

22. Safeguarding the best interests of children and prioritizing their welfare havesalway
been the main goals in Islamic Republic of Iran, when it comes to policy making, law
formation or enforcement of laws. In this regard, particular attentions have been paid to
their family, educational and social aspects of life. Every effort has alsorhade and
different governmental organizations have been mandated to protect and support the
institution of family as the fundamental unit of society which basically gives priority to
children. In this regard, as briefly explained below, the Center fom&oand Family

Affairs is primarily mandated to forward the interests of families in the Presidency Office.
Special centers and organizations, such as the State Welfare Organization, are in charge to
supports children in need of special care.

23. The Venter 6r Women and Family Affairs of the presidency is entrusted to advance
the best interests of these in all levels of planning and programming in the Government. In
this regard, carrying out studies, planning, programming, paotiaiing, proposing the
amendmat of the laws and regulations, or enforcing the executive plans are among the
primary functions of this Center in the area of women and family affairs. Children, as part
of the family, in general, and the girls between the ages of 7 to 18, in parti@utarbeen

the center of the recent programs planned by the Center and the special committee, called
the Committee for Girls. The followings are among the measures taken by the Center for
Women and Children in order to secure the best interests of the child

ATo establish legal committees and put forward proposals to improve family
protection of children, such as:

A To raise the status of worker women in the Labour Act as well as to improve
occupational facilities for working mothers by providing them with dags
at workplaces, increasing Bredsteding time, decreasing working hours,
early voluntary retirement;

A To adjust the Family Protection Bill to the need of mothers and children;

ATo encourage and pursue cooperation between the Islamic Republic of Iran
andinternational organizations in the matters related to the women, children
and family issues;

A To participate in establishing the National Working Group on Family and to
draft its relevant Bytaw; and

A To formulate and implement the (national) instrumentifiguroving leisure time of
the girls and women;
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A To suggest the increase of occupational facilities for the mothers who have children
in daycares;

A To support researches and publications on children;

A To advance proposals to raise the status of breastfesditigers by amending the
1995 Act on Encouragement and Supporting of BrEasiding and Brea$teding
Mothers;

A To propose, formulate and implement the action plan for preventing injustice and
violence against women and children, in harmony with the jubtased approach of
the National Twentyyear Perspective Strategy;

A To hold several conferences on the issues related to family and child, such as:
A Specializednternational Seminar on Family Rights;

AInternational Conference on the Rights of Women and Ghildn the
Process of Judicial Justice, attended by the female judges and judges of
juvenile courts, in order to consider the existing problems and attempt to
remove them and promote the proceedings system;

A Conference on Street Children and Child Labouhwitoperation of the nen
governmental organizations;

ATo hold onthejob training courses for the governmental employees. The Center
with association of relevant organization and with the aim of strengthening the
foundation of family and effective operati@f its functions has held series of
training courses for governmental organizations. Over 160000 employees have since
participated in the courses. The titles and general content of the courses are as

follows:
Training Course Title Resources
1 Principlesof nutrition & health (safe nutrition behavidrtraining, Book titledA Nut r i t

subject of paragraph 26 of Bgw of Deputy Presidency for HumannFa mi | y o
Resource Management and Development

2 Training role of parents in development of education huregourceAB o o k  tNasiml e d
development training, subject of paragraph 27 of yw of Deputy Mehro [Breeze of
Presidency for Human Resource Management and Developmen Affection] in two

volumes

ACD t iReligieud #
Educationof Chil r e r

3 Life skills i training, subject of paragraph 28 of aw of Deputy  Skill of economic
Presidency for Human Resource Management and Developmenmanagement of family

4 Family and its ruling relations training, subject of paragraph 29 oB o o k  tDynantice d
By-law of Deputy Presidencyf Human Resource Management aFamilydin 6 volumes
Development

24. To secure the best interests of the children, principally those of special needs, the
State Welfare Organization has taken the following steps:

ATo train and retrain theanagers (for 170 hours), trainers (for 180 hours), and those
who have applied for the license to establish daycares (for 70 hours). The trainings
have been primarily in the areas of child psychology, child rights, introduction to
child behavior disorders

13
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A To train and retrain the catakers and personnel of daycares;

A To conclude cooperation agreement with 30 national and international bodies acting
in the area of development and perfection of children, in order to achieve the
object i ves «intgeated devklopmandand perfection;

A To participate in the work of the State committee of growth and development of
children in order to prepare the national instrument on this issue. The Committee
which has started its activity with the cooperation of Rhimistry of Education,
Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education, and State Welfare
Organization is aimed to diversify the types of the services given to children and to
make them as inclusive as possible. It also designed to make coordinatiog dra
relevant bodies to prevent duplications. The Committee has formulated a (national)
agreement on growth and development of children of the minor children. its
provisions are currently under implementation.

ATo provide cardaking services on 24/7 sia to mentally disabled children in the
Special Children Care Centers in order to secure the safety, health and nutrition of
such children who cannot receive care at their homes;

ATo provide medical services on 24/7 basis or performing periodical exapnisati
and visits to children in special needs and care in the Special Children Care Centers
by the internal specialists, psychiatrists, nurses and assistant nurses, to improve the
safety and health status, treatment and prevention of contagious diseases or
periodical tests and visits;

A To provide the mediceehabilitation services on 24/7 basis in the Special Children
Care Centers, including occupatiotlaérapy, physiotherapy, speettterapy, in
order to prevent the increase of effects of disability anddtimits resulted thereof,
to help remove the mental and emotional problems, to give advice to the families,
and to reduce the stresses on the family arising from disability;

ATo provide socih s er vi ces t os faniliesavbile eodsidaritgitieid r e n 6
social and economic status and needs;

A To establish the shelter houses, specialized in giving services to children with the
slightly mental disability who have no guardians or their guardians are not able to
discharge their responsibilities properly. Thauses provide the said children with
different rehabilitation, cultural and social services while preparing them to be sent
to the volunteered families, in the form of adoption or fostering.

1. To Provide for Best Interests of Child inLaws Relating to Emgoyment
of Governmental Employees

25. The Act on 1995 on Development of Bre&steding and Protecting Mothers during
BreastFeeding, and the amendments and annexes thereto, have contemplated certain period
for breastfeeding of the newly born children. The @@nvhich is about to increase is seen

to be vital for nutritional, emotional and physical needs of the children. The relevant
articlesare mentioned bellow:

fiArticle 31 The childbirth leave of the mothers who breast feed their children, up to
3 children,is 4 months in the governmental and private sectors.

Note 1: Those mothers who breast feed their children and have come back to their
works, and still they are breast feeding their children, are entitled to benefit from
1 hour leave per day (without codsration of deserved leave).

Not e 2:s jddodftdr the dhildbirth leave and during breast feeding must be
secured.

14
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Note 3: the childbirth leave for delivery of twins is 5 months and for triplets and
more is 1 year together with related allowancesragids.

Article 4 T The governmental bodies and bodies that are affiliated to the
government, including those whose names are mentioned in the laws and are
subjected to the provisions of laws, as well as other bodies who are not subject to the
Labour Actdue to their special employment requirements, are obliged to prepare
appropriate facilities for mothers to breast feed theirdebil besides their work
placesd

Protection and Care Necessary for Welfare of Childrermaking into Account
the Duties of Paents or Legal Guardians

26. By the virtue ofArticles 1173, 1178 and 1179 of the Iranian Civil Code, the parents
are bound to take such measures, as appropriate, to provide their children with the
appropriate education, as well health and safety. They asddshefrain from punishing

them beyond the religious limits. Parents must not abuse their children or force them to
engage in immoral issues, such as corrupted activities, prostitution, beggary, trafficking ...
In addition, they may not prevent their chigén from study and education.

27. The enforcement sanctions for the violation of these legal responsibilities are
prescribed inArticle 1173 of Civil Code and may even include depriving the delinquent
parents from the custody ofelchild on the request ohd $ réldtives, legal guardian or

the local Public Prosecutor or head of judicial district. The decision should be made by the
competent courts. The Act of 1974 on Providing Facilities and Means of Iraniairehil
and Ad osl Exatienn thedChildreand Adolescents Protection Act of 2002, the
Labour Act, as well asArticle 713 of Islamic Punishment Act have also prescribed
additional punishments.

Child Custody

28. According toArticle 1168 of Civil Code, custody of children is both the right and
duty of the parentd Any dispute between the parents may not abdicate their parental rights
and responsibilities. In case of divoréaticle 1174 of Civil Code ensures the right to visit
the child for either of the parents who does not have the custodyisTaliso supported by
Article 632 of the Islamic Punishment Act from criminal point of view.

29. The Domestic laws of Islamic Republic of Iran, includiugicles 1168, 1172, 1175

and 1178 of Civil Code prescribe that children should not be separated forpdrents

and must be developed and trained under the stewardship/guardianship of their parents. The
parents should make every effort to perform their parental responsibilities. According to
Act of 2003 on Amendind\rticle 1169 of Civil Code, in case @keparation of parents, the
custody of the children, up to the age of 7, will be necessarily conferred on the mother and
after that age up to the age of religions puberty shall be with the father, unless the judicial
authority ascertains the incompetencéhef mother in accordance witrticles 1175, 1173

and 1170 of Civil Code andrticle 13 of the Family Protection Act and issues a final
verdict thereto Af t er t he aig easewf disputesybetaeersthegparehts, ihe
custody of children, eithegirl or boy, after the age of 7 years, shall be determined by the

With regard to the guardianship of the children who lack guardians, also, the provisions of Act on
Protection of Children without Guardian, approved on 1974 are applied.

15
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court, taking into account the convenience of the childr@vdote to theArticle 13 of the
Family Protection Act}f

30. In cases where the custody is granted to the mother and she is nimt disieharge

her duties (because of certain reasons, such as being affected by insanity during the custody
or getting married to another man), the custody will be transferred to the father, by & éou
decision. The custody may also be conferred upouadifeed person and the related costs

will be borne by the father and in case of his death, by the mother.

31. The duties of the parents in regard to the custody of their children have also been
reiterated in Act of 1986 on the Right to Custody. The imposstiody or living of the

child with one of the parents is up to the time when the child attains the religious puberty
age. In cases of separated parents, by reaching that age, the child has the right to choose
living with either the mother or the father.

Establishment of Family Dispute Settlement Councils

32. Along with Articles10 and 21 of the Constitution and based on the Circular dated
14th September 2008, the family dispute settlement councils were established to consider
family mattered issues. The Qucils, which have currently over 500 branches, nationwide,
include special branches for hearing matters related to the women and families. Each of
such branches is composed of at least 2 women as well as female judges. Besides, the
judicial assistance araid units and legal clinics have been established to provide free legal
services for the families, with the cooperationtaf lawyers and legal advisors.

Recent Legal Amendments

33. The Family Protection Bill provides for additional arrangements, inatudhe
followings, which result in the better achievement by the children of their rights:

A To establish the Specialized Family Court;

A To hear the family disputes by panels of judges;

A To require the presence of female judges in the family courts;
A To set uphe Family Counseling Centers;

A To encourage the courts to take prompts decision in the matters such as @&hildren
custody protection, visit and alimony.

Recognize ancensureofte chi | dés right to | ife, surv
and development(art. 6)

34. Inthelaws 6the Islani ¢ Re pu bl i ¢ s fighttorlifa extends tbo the c hi | d 6
prenatal stage as well. Accordinglticles 622, 623 and 624 of the Islamic Punishment

Act have considered the abortion or providing its means as a crime. In thiartioks 956

In practice, some courts rely on the opinion of the Supreme Ju@miencil. This opinion allows the

custody of the child to be conferred upon the mother in case of her distress and constriction, e.g.,

when she cannot tolerate her childbdés separation, even
provided for in Article1169 of Civil Code.

Some other courts, having a broad interpretation of Artitl&5 of Civil Code, and as the legal cause

exists, entrust the mother with the right of custody. This Aricteat es t hat : AA child cannot
from the parents or thetfeer or the mother who is in charge of his/her custody except in cases where
a |l egal reason exists for doing so.0
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of Civil Code implies that the fetus, if born alive, shall possess righté\eiiwdes 875 and
878 of the said Code, recognize their rights to inheritance. Accordingly, the bequest shall
not be divided (e.g. between the siblings) until the fetus is born.

35. In a recent initiative, the Tehran Municiggli has launched a plan, called
fiGhoncheti hayei Shahb (City Buds) of which all children born in 2007 and thereafter
are insured against incidents and congenital disabilities. Through this plan, the Muwicipali
also sends cultural packages and gifts to such children.

36. In another initiative, the Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation has taken measures to

support the children whose lives or wellbeing is endangered by natural disasters. The
initiative, which does not eplace but adds to the measures taken by the relevant

governmental authorities, includes the following:

A Distribution of food and sanitary products, at the first stages of the crises, among the
such children to prevent malnutrition and health related pmagyle

AResettlement of children, permanently and temporarily, in tents or houses, and
providing shelter for the children and their families;

A Providing survival training courses for children and students;
A Helping with insuring families and their houses agaitastiral disasters;

A Providing the families and children, affected by the natural disasters, with the
counseling and assistance;

Aldentifying children, afflicted by the natural disasters, and provide them with
protection packages

Right to express viewgart. 12)

37. Different governmental bodies and public organizations, including the Ministry of
Education, the Tehran Municipality and the Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation have taken
measures or launched initiatives to provide children, at different ages,Samumeans to
express their views.

38. The Ministry of Education, for example, has established two institutions (Students
Council and Students Parliament) for students to express their views and participate in the
decision making process for educational mattdhe Students Council, which is formed
within schools, provides a means or channel for expressing or transferting d eiews s 0
and reflections to the management of the schools. The Students Pafliaaschiowever, a
broader mandate. While helpintudents to collaborate on the basis on the principles and
norms of democracy, the Students Parliament also aims to work as a teaching forum for
students to practice a constructive and knowledgeable participation in the matters relate to
their studentshiprad life as students. Accordingly, the composition of the Parliament, its
election process and the rules of procedures are so designed to guarantee wide
representation of all students throughout the country and to respect democratic principles.
The Studerst Parliament formulated and ratified the Students Rights Charter in 40 Afticles.

The Supreme Council for Education decided to establish the Students Parliament on 14th March
2002.

The first stage of elections are héidhe schools and-9 students are elected from every school and
introduced to the Education District to form a league in which the election is held. Three girls and
three boys, totally six students, are elected as the members of District or City Stadeail. Of this
council, one girl and one boy who have received the top votes are introduced as the Representatives

17
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39. The Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults has

similarly initiated some programs tompr ove and strengthen childrenés
selfeseem and ability to express and hear ideas. The program includes a series of meetings

of open discussions, book reviews, movie criticism, etc. The Tehran Municipality, has

designed a similar program for children living the city of Tehran.

40. T he c hsirightto expre®s themselves in a court of law or personally attend in
the judicial proceedings is recognized in the Iranian laws. According to the Rules of
Procedure of the Public and Revolutionary Courts in criminal matters, besides having the
right to be acompanied by their legal guardians or attorneys, children may personally
attend the hearings related to the criminal cases or claims arising from an offence to submit
their statementsArticle 220 of Public and Revolutionary Courts Procedure i &as
obliged the court to announce to the legal guardian of the child either to attend the court
personally or to appoint an attorddgr the child. If the legal guardian of the child fails to

do that the court should appoint an attorney for the child from théndiag of the
proceedings.

41. The children staying in the Juvenile Correction Centers are also given opportunities
to express their views on the issues on their interests. For instance, they puhbsisen
newsletters to have their voices heard. Membemdibrial board and editén-chief are
selected from the children and by the children.

IV. Civil rights and freedoms

A. Right to name and acquire nationality, including the right to preserve
identity (arts. 7 and 8)

42.  Article 993 of the Iranian Civil Coelrequires that every person born in the territory
of the Islamic Republic of Iran should, at the time of birth, assume *Aanek nationality,

of District to the Province Education Department and form the Province Representatives League. The
proportion of each province differs froothers. For example, Tehran Province, 14 representatives,
Khorasan Province, 12 representatives, Isfahan Province, 10 representatives and Fars Province,
10representatives. Totally, 146 members are elected. Either of the religious minorities (Armenians,
Zoroastrians, Jews, Assyrians) have one representative, totally 4 representatives. These members are
elected for 2 years and during this period, they will have four meetings. Each meeting may last for
3-4 days. The sessions are held in different venuegjsually in October.
See Annex.|
8 Article220 of Public and Revolutionary Courts Procedure La
committed by the children, the court is obliged to announce to the legal guardian of the child either to
attend thecourt personally or to appoint an attorney for the child. If the legal guardian of the child
does not appoint an attorney and does not attend the court personally, the court shall appoint an
attorney for the child from the beginning of the proce
Based on Articlel85 of Public and Revolutionary Courts Procedure Law, the parties are entitled to
appoint and introduce their attorney or attorneys in all criminal matters. Also, Ar@i6leas
provided an accused, who cannot afford to appoint amattpwith the right to request the court to
appoint an attorney for him/her. The advocateds fees w
When the accused does not appoint an attorney, relying on Note 1 of A8&léhe court must
appoint an tiorney for him/her in crimes punishments of which according to the laws is retaliation,
death penalty, stoning and life imprisonment.
0 1)Article993 of Civil Code necessitates the registration of
notified to he Personal Status Registration Office during the within proper time and in the manner
stipulated by special laws and regulations:
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even if their parents are unknown. As per Personal Status Registration Act of 1976,

children are entitled to havi'st name and surnae  ( accor di ngsfamily hi s/ her f at
name), to be registered together with other particulars. In addition to announcing the birth

of the child, his/her names and specifications, including the date of birth should be

announced witm 15 days after the birth to the State Personal Status Registration

Organization or Iranian consular posts abroad (for Iranian nationals residing in other

countries) so that a birth certificate/ID. Card is issued for the child. The Ministry of Health,

in an independent survey, in 2010, studied birth certificate issued for children under one

year old. It also took note of the rate of birth certificate of children under 5 duréng t

course of survey (see Annex.ll

Table 1
Birth Registration of Children under One YearOld, in MIDHS 2010, IMES 2005,
DHS 2000, MICS 1997 Studies

MICS 199 DHS 200! IMDS 200! MIDHS 201(

Urban 91.C - - 97.6¢
Rural 83.¢ - - 95.0¢
Total 87.1 - - 96.7¢

43.  For a child, whose identity is unknown, an ID card will be issued accotditiue

name of the family who adopts him/her. For other children without ID card who do not
meet the requirements of being adopted, the ID card will be issued in coordination with
Personal Status Registration Departments.

44. There is a similar legal requiremteand arrangement for nationality. According to
the black letters of the Iranian Civil Code, every individual, born in the territory of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, shall enjoy nationality. The children whose nationalities are
unknown are transferred ttamilies as adopted children and then birth certificates are
issued for them as per the parents who have adopted them.

45.  As the Iranian nationality passes to the children via their fathers, the children of
Iranian women who have married foreign nationalartfpularly illegal migrants) face
problems in respect to acquiring nationality. In this regard, the SiAdlele Act on
Deciding on the Nationality of Children Born as a Result of Marriage of Iranian Women
and Foreign National Men was enacted in 2006cording to this Act théichildren who

have been or are born in Iran at most within one year after the date of ratification of this Act
as a result of marriage of Iranian women to foreign national men, may, upon attaining the
age of 18, apply for acquirinlranian nationality. They shall receive Iranian nationality if
they do not have any criminal or security record and waiving themselves dfambn
nationalityo

46. The Ministry of the Interior is in charge to ascertain the birth of the child in Iran as
well as to issue marriage certificate for their parents, subjestticfie 1060 of Civil Code.
After that, the police will issue the residence permit for the father of the child. The children,

a.All births and all abortions which may occur aftétréonth from the date of
conceptionéo

2) Paragraph 3of Artiel9 76 of Ci vi | Code states that: Athe foll owir
nationals@é
3) Those born in Iran of unknown parents; é
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referred to in this Article, are automatically permitted tonmemently reside in Iran even
before acquiring the Iranian nationality

47. Based on this Act the Commission of Granting Nationality has been established
since 2007 in the Ministry of the Interior to consider the applications submitted for Iranian
nationalityand to decide on granting Iranian nationality to those children who are born of
Iranian mothers. In the past years, the Commission has had numerous meetings and granted
Iranian nationality to over,&00 persons. The majority of persons who have acquied th
Iranian nationality have been born of Afghan and Iraqi fathers

B. Right to freedom of expressiondrt. 13)

48.  Similar to the right to express their views, measures have been taken for children, at
different ages, to enjoy the right to freedom of expresam® like the other members of the
community. However, specific measures have been taken to provide children with forums
where they can freely express their views and opinions. The Ministry of Education, in close
cooperation with the Ministry of Communigais and Information Technology is about to
connect a number of 1@MD0 schools throughout the country to internet. At the moment,
over 5Q000 schools have been connected to internet. This not only provides schools and
students with proper means to haveess to information, but also it provides school
children with means to express themselves freely. They are accordingly able to enjoy their
freedom of expression in a safe environment. Internet is regarded an important tool for
freedom of expression for ifacilitates communication of users/children to a larger
audience.

49. The Ministry of Education has heavily invested on equipping schools with internet
and consequently providing students with new technologies. Since now over 60 regions of
the country haveden connected to the internet and by doing this a large part of the young
population, namely school children, have now free access to internet as an effective means
to access information and to freely exchange views and opinions.

C. Freedom ofthought, conscience and religiondrt. 14)

50. According toArticle 12 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
official religion of Iran $all be Islam and the Twelk dadi school. Other Islamic schools,
including Hanafi, Shafej Hanbali and Zaidi, stall be accorded full respect and their
followers are free to act in accordance with their own jurisprudence in performing their
religious rites. These schools enjoy official status in matters pertaining to religious
education, affairs of personal statusafnege, divorce, inheritance, and wills) and related
litigation in courts of law. In regions of the country where Muslims following any one of
these schools diigh constitute the majority, local regulations, within the bounds of the
jurisdiction of localcouncils, are to be in accordance with the respective schdadtof
without infringing upon the rights of the followers of other schools.

1 Notes 1 and 2 to the Single Artioket states:
fiNote 1: If the age of persons, subject of this Article, is ab8wgears at the time of ratification of
the Act, they must request for receiving Iranian nationality at most withiryeae
Note 2: from the date of ratification of this Act, those children who are born in Iran as afesult
marriage of Iranian womemith foreign national men and the marriage of their parents has, from the
beginning, been registered according to Artidd&0 of Civil Code, will receive the Iranian
nationality upon attaining the age of 18 years and at most within one year, irrespetiive
residence clause mentioned in Artiler 9 o f Ci vi | Code. 0
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51. Articlel 3 of t he Constitution states that :
Iranians are the only recognizedigmus minorities, who, within the limits of the law, are

free to perform their religious rites and ceremonies, and to act according to their own canon

in matters of personal affairs and religious educatiArticle 14 stipulates that the
government of th Islamic Republic of Iran and all Muslims are dbgund to treat non

Muslims in conformity with ethical norms and the principles of Islamic justice and equity,

and to respect their human rights. This principle applies to all who refrain from engaging in
conspiracy or activity against Islam and the Islamic Republic of Iran. Anidle 23

prohibits investigation of indivd u ddliefs) and no one may be mistreated or being
reprimanded simply for holding a certain belief.

Access otchildren to appropri ate information (art. 17)

52. The Act on Dissemination of and Easy Access to Information stipulates that every
Iranian is entitled to have access to the public information, unless it is prohibited by the
law. The Act also requires governmental bodies and puh8titutions to provide the
people with the information, at the earliest time possible, without any discrimination. The
plan of connecting 10000 schools to the internet is carried out by the Ministry of
Education through an agreement with the MinistfyCommunication and Information
Technology. It is planned that, within 5 years, all schools of the country to be changed to
smart schools with connection to internet or the national intranet.

Right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment(art. 37 (a))

53.  Prohibition of torture and inhuman treatment has been repeatedly underlined in
numerousarticle of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, includifagicles 22,
38 and 39.

Article 2 2 :The filgnity, life, property, rights, residence, and occupation of the
individual are inviolate, exceptincase sancti oned by | aw. 0

Article 3 8 :All farms of torture for the purpose of extracting confession or
acquiring information are forbidden. Compulsion pflividuals to testify, confess,

or take an oath is not permissible; and any testimony, confession, or oath, obtained
under duress is devoid of value and credence. Violation ofattiide is liable to
punishnrent i n accordance with the | aw. 0

Article 3 9 :All dffronts to the dignity and repute of persons arrested, detained,
imprisoned, or banished in accordance with the law, whatever form they may take,
areforodden and | iable to punishment. .o

54. Articles570 to 587 of the Islamic Punishment Act have foregeamal sanctions
against those who violate the rights mentioned abést&le 587, for example, states:

fiA judicial or nonjudicial employee or officer of the government, who inflicts body
injuries on an accused in order to force him/her to confess,l#hakntenced, as the
case may be, to six months to three years imprisonment, together with cetadiati
payment of bloo€mo n ey é 0

55.  And Article 579 of the same Act stipulates:

fltAn employee or officer of the government, who punishes a sentenced person more
severely than the punishment contained in the verdict, or executes a punishment on
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him/her not stipulated in the verdict, shall be sentenced to sixhmomtthree years
i mprisonment. 0

56. Considering the vulnerability and fragility of children, the concepttodfire and
inhuman treatment have been broadened in the Children and Adolescents Protection Act of
2002 to include the acts of continuous bullying against tharicles2 and 3 of the
Children and Adolescents Protection Bill stipulate that the chiltl sbaonsidered to be in
danger and shall receive social and judicial protections, if the parents inflict such
punishment on the child which, in any amount, endangers the physical, mental or social
health and safety of the chittMoreover, such punishmenmay result in removal of
custodianship, upon the decision of a competent judicial authority.

V. Family environment and alternative care

A. Right to parental direction and guidance or other personsgrt. 5)

57. According to the laws and regulations of tteamic Republic of Iran, it is an
obligation of the parents and legal guardians to do the parenting of their chflédemill

be explained in coming sections, parents are legally bound to exercise care and custody of
their children and the offices fahe Protection of Women and Children in the Judiciary
have taken measures to help parents to discharge their duties. Along with this, several other
governmental bodies and Ministries, which are primarily dealing with children, have taken
measures to assigarents in fulfilling their parental responsibiliti€s

58. The Ministry of Education which is charge of educating children between 6 to 18,
have done the following activities to properly acquaint parents with the rights of the
children, their duties as wedls the proper/effective methods of guiding the children. The
Ministry has also taken some initiatives in this regard, which a few of them are explained in
the following:

59. After three years of study and collaboration with child related specialists, the
Ministry of Educa i on devel op e dthea@othprepangive Plan rfow Bamidy
Tr ai togethgrdvith 5 books to teach families of their rights and duties. The plan covers
all levels of school children and is entrusted to the provincial general diret&usication
throughout the country and PSAs to be carried out. At the same time, interested staff of the
Ministry were invited, organized and trained to perform as the instructors to teach family
members, particularly the parents and legal guardians. f@lyreome 12000 parents and

staff are cooperating with PSAs (Pareftachers Associations).

60. In 2007, the Ministry prepared new guidelines (Comprehensive System for
Promotion of Family Training) to boost family/parents trainings nationwide. The guideline

were formulated based of the assessments received parents, teachers, specialists and other
engaged or learned persons. The statistics of the last 5 years show that at least 273,639

2 Articles 1173 and 1179 of Civil Code and Arti®e9 of the | sl amic Punishment Act a
puni shment or puni shment for correcegalon or protection
guardians. But, in practice, the courts do not permit any excessive misinterpretation of these Articles.

Articles 2 and 3 of the Children and Adolescents Protection Bill, however, would greatly address any
concerns of a misinterpretation of the saitidles.

3 Article1178 of Civil Code: fAParents are bound to take such

means allow training their children. They must not | ea

Annex Il briefly indicates the result of an independent/eyrmade by the Ministry of Health

concerning certain newiolent actions/measures taken by Iranian families to discipline their children.

14

22



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

family training courses were held, a total number of 710,628 specidbztates were
delivered to the parents, at least 18,325,640 parents (14,550,817 mothers and 3,748,897
fathers) were participated. In addition to the financial aids of thegneernmental bodies,

more than 20 Billion IRR has been spent by the governmdmtltbthe courses.

61. In another step the Ministry of Education has established and equipped a number of
165 specialized centers for giving advice and guidance to families all over the country and
to teach them proper methods of disciplining/training thedohil and solutions to studying
problems. To cover more families and staff on board, the Ministry publishes a-highly
circulated specialized training journal (3000 circulations per month) callddeyvand
[Connection] to provide parents and teachers wittteyr materials.

62. The Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults, which is
affiliated to the Ministry of Education, has organized exhibitions, contests, and ceesmo
for the Uni ¢ Baysnadlseri€shof desdions giviviesls and counseling to
parents to help them with their parental responsibilities.

63. The Tehran Municipality similarly organizes events, festivals and training courses
for parents. One of the main objectives of these programs is to inform the parents of the
resources and opportunities that are available to them in different areas concerning children.
The Municipality has also designed a special program for protecting and providing
counseling for single mothers and woméeaded households to alleviate th@ioblems,
especially in term of raising their children.

64. The State Social Welfare Organization has similarly taken steps to minimize the
problems and difficulties of householder women. Its programs are primarily aimed at
empowering such women by providingem with the necessary protection, education and
psychological support to be able to overcome their problems, particularly those related to
raising the children. Special committees in the Organization are in charge to identify those
who need such serviceBinancial aids may also be provided upon the advice of the
committees.

65. Moreover, the interested householder women have been organized in the form of
(cooperative) groups to assist one another in the process of empowering and rehabilitation.
Having commonobjectives, interrelations and interactions, these groups try to meet their
different individual and group needs through collective efforts. Each group provides the
members with the opportunity to participate in finding solutions to their cultural, social
economic, emotional problems. It achieves its-getermined goals through offering
necessary education and using three dimensional management strategies (government,
individual and group. The State Social Welfare Organization supports the cooperative
groups financially and morallyWwomen and Family Affairs Dept. of State Social Welfare
Organization mainly aims at normalizing the lives of householder women.

66. In order to support damaged girls or girls at risk (girls without guardian or having
bad/incompetenguardian) the State Welfare Organization has taken pratesteps, such

as est as$aleiheubas Bigs wiho need protection are, at first, assessed by a
specialized team in the certain centers of Intervention in Crisis (individual, family and
socal cr i si s) saferhduseste e takeh aare bfhThe giils may stay in the said
houses for 6 months during which all efforts are made to make it possible for them to return
to their families or relatives, as earliest as possible.
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B. To ensure nonseparation of children from parents unless permitted by
law, in line with best interests of the child &rt. 9)

67. Article 1168 of Civil Code holds that custody of children by their parents is both the

right and duty. As a result, the parents are legatlyged to maintain and take care of the

children and may not separate them from themselves. Begidade 1175 of the Civil

Code stipulates that: AA child may not be taken
who is in charge of his/her custgdexcept in cases where legal reasonsregui doi ng so. 0
However, in cases where the convenience of the child so requires, it is possible to separate

the child from either of the parents or both. This may happen in cases of divorce,
imprisonment of one ahe parents or both of them or where the father or mother is found

morally incompetent to take care of the childn such casesArticle 1174 of the Civil

Co d e hifothe parents @& the child do not live in the same house owing to divorce or

any othe reason, either of the parents who is not in charge of custody of the childehas

right to v i¥sAnytbredcth ef this Hightlwil.be puaished according to the

criminal laws.

C. To ensure recognition of parental responsibilities for upbringng
and development of children ért. 18(2))

68. Numerous laws and regulatioHsncluding the relevant provisions of Civil Code,
Nortlitigious Matters Act, Act on Protection of Children without Guardian, Act on

5 In an independent survey made by the Ministry of Health in 2010, the approximate rate of the

children who are lilng with one of the parents. The survey includes all cases of separation, including

divorce, death or incompatcy of the parents. See Annex IV
16 For example, the Family Court of Tehréranch of 170%) by the verdicts number 1977 and 1976
decided upo the divorce as well as the custody of the children and granted the other parent the right
to regularly visit the children. (Mohamad Reza (claimant) has lodged a claim against Robabeh
(respondent), requesting divorce and child custody. The Court in@adttitissuing the
Alncompatibility Certificatedo, which is necessary for
strength ofarticles1168 and 1169 of the Civil Code awarded theams of the two children, a
10-yearold,( boy), and a-§earold, (girl) tothe claimant, and on the strength of artitl&4 of the
Civil Code granted visiting rights to the mother(respondent).The Court rules that the mother can visit
their children once every 15 days for al®ur period as a companion.)
For example, for theake of protecting conveniences and rights of childketicles 11841186 of the
Iranian Civil Code have stipulated provisions on the natural guardian as follows:
i Ar t1il84 (amended on 22nd May 2000): If the natural guardian of the child doessiter the
benefits of the minor and takes measures causing damages to ththevaairt will, on application
by one of the relatives of the child or on the request of the head of judicial district, and after the
confirmation, will dismiss the mentiongmiardian ©prohibiting him/her from intervening in the
assets of the minor and appoint a competent trustee to administer the financial affairs of the child.
Also, according to this Article, where the guardian of the child is not capable to administesdte a
of his ward owing to old age, sickness or similar reasons, and he/she does not appoint any person to
do the same, a trustee shall be appointed to join the natural guardian.
i Ar t1il87:If ¢he only natural guardian of a child fails to administeraffairs of his ward owing
to absence or imprisonment or any other reason, and he has not appointed anyone else to represent
him, the court will appoint provisionally a trustee on the proposal of the Public Prosecutor for taking
charge ofthe assetsaad her af fairs of the ward. o
A Ar t1l9d.:lIf ¢he executor of the will appointed by the natural guardian does not take steps for the
maintenance or the education of his ward or for the administration of his/her assets or if he refrains
from fulfillinghi s duti es he wil/| be dismissed. 0o
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i Ar t1il98:1Ae soon as a child reaches the age of maturity, he will cease to be under guardianship

and if he becomes subsequently mentally deficient or i
iAr tlle8:IMa nt enance of children is both the right and obl
Regarding the death of one of the parents:

i Ar tlil74:11f ene of the parents dies, the custody will be the duty of the surviving even the

deceased has been the fatherandhatmp oi nt ed a guardian for the child. o
fi Ar tlil72:INeither of the parents may refuse to maintain the child during the time when he or she

is responsible for its custody. If he or she does so, the court must oblige him or her, at the request of

the othe party or the guardian or one of the relatives or the Public Prosecutor, to assume the custody.

If such enforcement is impossible or ineffective the court must provide the custody at the expense of

the father, or of the mother in the event of the deathlofe f or mer . 0

Regarding the maintenance of the children:

i Ar t1il99:IMaintenance of children is the duty of the father. On his death or his incapacity for

maintenance, this duty devolves on the paternal grandfathers, the nearer of his kin caonintheef

father. In the absence of a father or paternal grandfathers or in the event of their incapacity, the duty

of maintenance devolves on the mother. If the mother is dead or unable to maintain the child, the duty

will devolve on maternal grandfathensdathe grandmothers and paternal grandmother who are

sufficiently wealthy to provide maintenance, giving preference to the nearer of kin over the father. If a

number of the grandparents are equal from degree of kinship point of view, the maintenanaesexpens

must be paid by them in equal shares. o

As to the children whose father or paternal grandfather has died and a guardian must be appointed for

them:

i Ar t1R18:IGeardians will be appointed for the following persons: 1. for minor children not

havinga special guardians; 2. for insane and immature persons whose insanity or immaturity directly

followed their attaining full age and lack special guardian; 3. for insane and immature persons whose

insanity or immaturity did not follow directly after attéig full age.

Article 1219: In the case mentioned in the preceding Ariitlghich a guardian must be appointed

for their children each of the parents is bound to report the matter to the Public Prosecutor of the

district of his residence or the repretaive of the public prosecutor, and to request him to take

necessary actions for the appointment of a guardian.

For preserving properties foe which no trustee has been appointed yet:

Article 1224: Safeguarding and the superintendence of the prapeftiee minor children, lunatics

and immature persons shall be entrusted to the care of the Public Prosecutor so long as no guardian

has been appointed for them. The procedure relating to the safeguarding and superintending the

properties by the Public &secutor shall be designated by virtue of regulations of the Ministry of

Justice. o

Regarding the minor children residing out of the country:

fArticle 1229: The duties and authorities which are prescribed by virtue of the relevant laws and

regulationsm respect of the intervention of the Public Prosecutors in matters concerning the minor

children, lunatics, and immature persons are, so far as these matters concern foreign countries,

entrusted to the care of Consular Officers.

The legislator has nateemed some people as competent to be appointed as a guardian:

i Ar t1P34:ITlee following persons should not be appointed as guardians: 1. those who are

themselves under guardianship; 2. those who, by reason of perpetrating a felony or the following

misdemeanors have been convicted by a final judgment: theft, abuse of confidence (breach of trust),

swindling, embezzlement, rape or immoral acts, offences against children, and fraudulent bankruptcy;

3. those for whom orders of bankruptcy have been issugtevhose bankruptcy has not yet been

settled; 4. those who are notorious for their immoral acts; 5. a person who either in his own name or

in that of his relatives of the first degree has a cl a
Act on Right to Custdy, approved on 13th July 1986:

ASingle Article: where upon -chdirmanofthatdourgdaperesch speci al <ci v
is entrusted with the custody of a child and the father, mother or any other person prevents the verdict

to be enfored or refrains from extraditing the child, the court that has issued the verdict shall oblige

him/her to extradite the child and nprevention; if he/she does not obey the order of the court,

he/ she shall be imprisoned up to the execution of the
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Supporting Women and Children without Guardiaecognize and ensure parental
responsibilities for upbringing and development of the children.

1. Procedure of Granting Rights of Guardianship

69. Deciding on the question of guardianship of a child its related issues is considered to
be a judicial questiont, thus, ought to be decided by a competent court and according to
special laws. In the current law and procedure, in cases of the death of the father and
grandfather of the child, the guardianship of the child and the estate of a deceased will be
grantedto the person whose qualification is judicially ascertained. The procedure is that the
applicant, presenting the death certificates, applies the Guardianship Office in the Judiciary
and requests to be appointed as the guardian of the child or the éstaleaeased. The
Office shall, after the assessing the qualification of theliegent and enlisting the

c hi | d osinhenitedh gropérties, submit the file to the court for proper deci$ithe

court will then consider the question of the qualificatminthe applicant for being the
guardian of the child and will issue the order accordingly.

2. Interim Administrator

70. AsperArticlel 187 of Civil Code: il f the only natur a
administer the affairs of his ward owing to abseacémprisonment or any other reason,

and he has not appointed anyone else to represent him, the court will appoint provisionally

an administrator on the proposal of the Public Prosecutor for taking charge of theaadsets

ot her af f ai Bimilarly,faccdrding toAwieler 1473 of Gvil Code, as amended

i n 1 weeré the darelessness or immorality of a father or mother under whose custody

is the child, endangers the physical safety or ethical wellbeing of the child, the court may

take any approjpmte decision on the custody of theichd on t he resguest of t h
relatives or guardian or head of judicial district. The followings are cases of carelessness or

i Ar t1P36:ITlee guardian is bound, before interfering in the matters relating to financial affairs of
the person placed under guardianship, to prepare a con
copy of same duly signed by himself to the RuBrosecutor in whose district the ward resides, and
the Public Prosecutor or his representative should make necessary inquiries with regard to the amount
of the properties of the ward. o
When the guardian commits a fault:
i Ar t1P38:ITle guardiamyho fails to safeguard the property of the person placed under
guardianship, will be held responsible for the damages resulted from the shortage or destruction of the
said property, even if the loss or wasting has not been caused by negligence or exsessivine
part of the guardian. o
fArticle 1247: The Public Prosecutor may entrust to reliable persons, to a committee, or to an
institution, either totally or party, the right of exercising supervision on the affairs relating to the
person placed undguardianship. The person, committee or institution appointed for carrying out
such a control shall be held responsible for any loss or damages which may be caused to the person
placed under guardianship in the case of failure or dishoneshegattos uch per son or body. 0o
The completed file by the Office will include the following information/entries before the court
decides upon the case:
A Permanent residence of the child/minor;
AParticulars of the childés/ minor
AAcomprdrensive | ist of the deceased
specified properties and incomes of the child/minor;
A Occupation and place of work of the deceased before death and the death certificate;
A Results/outcome of the investigatis made by the Office on the existence of the grandfather or
appointed executor of the will as well as a certified copy of the will;
A Results/outcome of the investigations made by the Office on any of the relatives of the
child/minor who is eligible to béheir guardian or the applicant.
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immorality: 1. Harmful addiction to alcohol, drugs and gambling; 2. being notorious for
ethical corruption and prostitution; 3. affliction with mental diseases, determined by the
forensic medicine; 4. abuse of the child or forcing him/her in immoral behaviors, such as
corruption and prostitution, beggary and smuggling; 5. repeated assauéixeessive
batteryo™

71. The procedure of the appointment of the interim administrator starts the person who
applies to be entrusted with the interim administration of a child/minor. The application
must be filed with the local Guardianship Office of thedence of the child. The Office

will process the application and will send the duly completed file to the court for
consideration and final decision. The court will issue the order of interim administrator if
the conditions are met by the applicant andrdwiired qualifications are ascertained. The
order is final, but the continuation of the interim administration depends on théschild
convenience. If it is found otherwise, the court may decide to nullify the order and dismiss
the interim administrator.

Non-separation of Child from Mother in Prison

72. Article 296 of Act on Procedure of Public & Revolutionary Gsuin Criminal

Mat t er sThe lremsfeeding chifid must not be separated from his/her mother who
has been sentenced to imprisonment or doekiled, unless the mother entrusts, by her
consent,thechiidto he f at her or other relatives. 0

73. In most cases, the imprisoned mothers prefer to leave their children under the care of
own parent, parents of the father of the child or other close redati@vever, in the cases
where the child could not live with these relatives or needs to stay with the imprisoned
mothers, facilities have been provided to help the mothers to take proper care of their
children. For example, for the children over the afy2 gears, the child is admitted in the
24-hour care systems upon a judicial order. The system will provide all the required
services for taking care of and educating the child. For the children under the age of
2 years, daycares inside the prisons wiflisismothers to take care of their children.

Right to Visit the Separated Family

74. The right to visit the child is addressed and ensured in the Iranian Civil Code, whose
Article1174,as ment i o n e dIftkegarenis ef the chitd danbtévsn the Fame
house owing to divorce or any other reason, either of the parents who is not in charge of
custody of the child has the right to visit the child. Determination of the time and place of
visit and other details will be decided by the court éréhis any disputdetween the
parents &bout them. o

To guarantee recovery of maintenancegticle 27(4))

75. Based onArticle 1199 of Civil Code, the responsibility of maintenance of the child

lies with the father. On his death or his failure to afforel timintenance, this devolves on

the paternal grandfather. In the absence of a father or paternal grandfather or in the event of
their incapacity to discharge their responsibility, the duty of maintenance devolves on the
mother. If the mother is dead or toh@ to maintain the child, the duty will devolve on
maternal grandfatherArticle 1204 of Civil Code defines maintenance as providing

19
20

The list is indicative rather than exhaustive.

On the right of either of the parents to visit after divorce and regarding right of mature child to select
living with either of the parents, please note the order dsbyédranciNo. 1705 of Tehran Family

Court.
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dwelling, clothing, food and furniture to the extent of bare necessities and subject to the

means of the person who progglthe maintenance. Furthérticle 1205 stipulates that:

Al n cases where the person who provides mai nt e
maintenance, the court may, when persons entitled to maintenance bring claim, place from

the assets of the absentaele person who has refused the amount of the maintenance, at

their own disposal or at the dispose of the supporter(s).

E. Non-deprivation, provisionally or permanently, from family
environment or its benefits @rt. 20)

76. The Iranian laws foresee easwle r e i t may <Dbestintereststode c hi | d o
removed from his/her parents. However, the relevant governmental and judicial authorities
when deciding upon such cases shoutd it seek pl acsewdenfamii n t he chi |

They then should look for &tnatives.

77. In this regardArticle 1173 of Civil Code, as stated in subparagrapt?2 1Bdicate

cases where the parents are denied of the custody or guardianship of the child for their
incompetency in performing parental responsibilitigs.such cases aourt of law will

decide on passing the custody of the child to a member of his/her extended family.

1. Child Fostering and Adoption as Alternatives

78. The alternatives, where there is no competent family member, could be fostering and
adoption. The Stated8ial Welfare Organization has yet taken two approaches towards the

children lacking effective guardians. Previously, the Organization was taking care of its
children in the form of nursery and camping, but its current approach is appointing an
administraor (interim administrator) or the children or placing them in gesiily.

79. There are currently over ZIDO children living under the protection system and care
of the State Welfare Organization. They are deprived of having biological families or
effectiveguardians who can take care of thémspecial protection plan, developed by the
Organization, about 1000 of these children are placed in foster families. The rest are
being taken care of in 450 special social welfare centers of which 200 are stizte. fun

80. As regards to the question of child adoption, the Civil Code, as the main law, is
silent. Consequently, for years the relevant provisions in the Act of 1975 on Protection of
Children without Guardian were considered as the governing rules on thegsiestating

child adoption. However, due to number of legal issues in the said provisions, including the
low age for adoption (12 years), lack of necessary guarantees, conflicts with some other
laws and regulations, the Judiciary and the State Socialfa¢elOrganization
simultaneously decided to study and develop amendments for consideration of the
Parliament. The amendments are made in the context of the law on supporting children
without guardians.

81. The Judiciary incorporated the question of the chitdwithout guardians as part of

its Draft Bill on Family Consolidation. In 2007, it decided to address the issue in an
independent Bill. It subsequently submitted the question of children without guardians
separately. The State Social Welfare Organizati@ssimilarly prepared a text on the issue.
However, after the consideration by the special drafting Commission of the Government,
the content of the proposed text was integrated into the draft bill of the Judiciary. The draft
bill which consists 0f33 Articles is approved by the Parliament (Islamic Consultative
Assembly). It has been then forwarded to the Guardians Council in order to pass the final
stages of approval.
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82. The Act on Supporting Women (without financial supports) and Children without
Guardiansvas enacted in 1995 in which, also, the children without effective guardians or
children who have bad guardians were taken into account.

Child Adoption: Rules and Procedures

83. There are many families who apply for adoption of children. Every yearmbemu
of approximately 700 to,000 children are entrusted to the applicants; while the number of
those applicants waiting for taking over a child is 5 times as much as this figure.

84. There are different problems and issues with regard to child adoptionmaime
problem is that 85% of the children have bad guardians and only 15% lack guardians.
Therefore, about 70% of the children could not be adopted by new families, due to the
existence of opposing biological parents. Moreover, because of the unplegsaigrees

that they have had in their own family or because of the conditions in which they have
grown up, it is sometimes very difficult to find proper families which can adopt these
children?

85. The adoption is granted by judicial orders. The judiciatctica is that the courts

first order a émonths trial period of guardianship before deciding on the permanent
adoption. In the trial period, theoau r t fully suep bfe initemensw t he
environment. The guardianship is thus of trial nature aacetls no legal relation between

the child and the adopting family. The procedure is so contemplated to embrace the best
interests of the adopted child.

86.  After the trial period, the court will decide whether the adopting family is competent
enough to be @nted permanent custodianship, including being financially viable to
support the costs of maintaining, training and education of the child as well as to have
sufficient resources to support the adopted child in case where the adopting couple are
deceased.

87. The abovementioned rules and regulations do not prevenShiite Iranians to
comply with their religious obligationArticle 13 of the Act of 1974 on Protection of
Children withaut Guardian refers to paragraptof Act of 1933 on Permission to Observe
Peasonal Status of NoeShiite Iranians and explicitly states that the affairs related to
adoption of norShiite Iranians, shall be considered based on the current regulations of the
religion of which the stefather or stepmother is a follower. The judicialnd
administrative authorities, when considering such cases, should take action according to the
obligations of the religion that the stégther or stepmother of the adopted child is
practicing.

88. Therefore, the Iranian courts may hear the cases whegigrionational children are
adopted or foreign nationals who are residing in the Iranian territory are applying for child
adoptior?® The governing law of such cases, upon the circumstances of the case, could be

21
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To address some concerns over the future financial situation of adopted children, the State Social
Welfare Organization (Executive Instructioné. 800/660 dated 23 Mal988) requires the
followings to be dne by the adopting family before the adoption license be granted.

aTo transfer one third of the couplebs properties

b. Commitment of the couple transfer one third of their properties to the child after thei
death through introducing a guarantor in a notary public office, if the couple has no property;
c. Any other assuring means, including transfer of sums of money (opening a bank
account) or opening life insurance and saving account and etc. fdildhe c
In the bilateral judicial agreements in civil matters, if agreed by the other Party, the Iranian side
always inserts som@rticlesto support child adoption. For example, Artiél@ of the Agreement
concluded between the Islamic Republic of Irad the Republic of Armenia states:

29



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

the abovementioned laws on nBhiite Iraniasdpersonal status. All the questions relating

to personal status, including inheritance, will be also decided according the laws of the
country whose nationality the adopting parents possess. In the cases where the adopted
child is an Iranian national tHaws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran shall
prevail.

89. Article 1 of the Act of 1974 on Protection of Children without Glian and Special

Direction (No0.700/88/19301 dated 20th April 2009) of the State Social Welfare

Organization on takingare and training the children requires that the couple who apply to

adopt a child to be a resident ofira  Accor di n gl y lranianuwgiétnalsndwh o ar e
residing in Ira®  draniarinational and residing abrd@ad doreigninational and residing

inl r amayapply for adoption of a child.

90. On what C o mresitlendd criteros, theé d¢oerts fiave often considered the
couples to be a resident of Iran, if they have been present in the country at the time of
issuing the order of trial guardianshfprmal delivery of the child and signing the relevant
minutes/papers. According tArticle 15 of Act of 1974, however, the person who is
entrusted to custody a child should seek the agreement of the local public prosecutor, if he
or she wants to take ttohild out of the country in the trial period.

91. As the i mpl eesidemcé aiteriorohas ceedted fiechnical problems, the
draft Bill on Protection of Children and Adolescents without @izars has replaced it with
t h eatiofnalityd criterion. The HI is yet under deliberation.

3. To Guarantee Nonprofiting from Adoption Financially

92. To avoid cases where a child is adopted for subsequent financial gains and to ensure
that his/her physical and mental health is maintained, the social workers ocathe8tial
Welfare Organization will examine and properly report on the financial situation of the
applicant for child adoptioriThey should be properly employed with sufficient income. In

this regard, they need to provide the relevant proofs, includigig &ipproximate monthly

Aln matters related to the guardianship and supervisio
Contracting Party residing or domiciled in the territory of the other Contracting Party, the laws and

regulations offte sovereign government of such nationals shall apply. In case the interdicted person

possesses any assets and properties in the territory of the other Contracting Party, the competent

authorities of the Party in which these assets and properties aellcgtzall take necessary

measur es, according to their |l aws and regul ations, t o
shall, with no delay, inform the competent authority of the other Contracting Party of their measures.

The Contracting Partyfavhich the interdicted person is a national, may request the competent

authority of the other Contracting Party for the implementation of the affairs related to protecting the

interdicted person and properties and assets of the interdicted persongmsabmiciled in the

territory of that other Party, and/or whose assets are located there. The other Contracting Party,

faccepts the request, shall apply its own | aws and reg
Article 17 of this Agreement takes into consideration the childigémout guardian and states:
AAdopting children and assuming supervision over child

one of the Contracting Parties by a national of the other Contracting Party and its cancellation, shall
be subject to the lavand regulations of that Contracting Party of which the child is a national.
Deciding on the child adoption and supervision (subject of Raabove) and its cancellation is

within the jurisdiction of the competent authorities of the sovereign goverrohte child.

If it is provided for in the laws of the sovereign government of the Contracting Party of the child to
take the view of the child or his/her legal representative or the consent of the relevant governmental
organization in order to take ammentioned decision, the observation of that provision is

obligatory.

The provisions of this Articlehall not deprive the child from the rights and privileges that he/she is
entitled to according to the laws of the sovereign government of his/her guarn . o
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16.

income and certified copies of title deed or lease contracts of their place of residence. The
Organization will also supervise the living situation of the child in thmo®iths trial
period. The social workers will frequently visghe child and the adopting family in this
period. If the couple is found incompetent, for any reason, the court will nullify its previous
order. Even if the permanent adoption order is issued by the court, the Social Welfare
Organization may request theurbto nullify the order when it finds out that the child is
under mental, physical or emotional distress.

93. To secure the finical wellbeing of the child, the adopting couples are requested to
mutually agree to transfer the title of some parts of their ptiege

To take measures necessary for protecting and promoting physical,

psychological and emotional recovery of children who are victims of
neglect, exploitation, abuse, torture or other inhumane treatments or
effects of war @rts. 19 and 39)

94. Thereare number of provisions in the criminal laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran
which categorically prohibit neglect, exploitation, abuse, torture or any other inhumane
treatments of children on the side of anybody including their parents, family members or
guardians. Article 633 of the Islamic Punishment Act, for example, provides that:
AAnybody who, in person or by the order of
who is not capable of protecting himself/herself, in a place without any inhabghalisbe
sentenced to 6 months to 2 years of imprisonment or to a pecuniary punishment of
3,000,000 to 12,000,000 IRR; and in case where that person abandons him/her in an
inhabited place, shall be sentenced to half of the above mentioned punishmeditiom ad

to the mentioned sentence, the perpetrator shall be sentenced to, as the casejisay be,
(corporal punishment)dieh (monetary ransom) or compensation, if his/her act causes
injury or death.

95. Article619 of the same Act s tllies @ offendshthet : AiAnybody

children or women in public places or passages by words or behaviors that are contrary to
their dignities shall be sentenced to imprisonment from 2 to 6 mo#ttisle 713 of the

Act stipulates that: fi A uge wholdfgr begdany or erapiogs a  mi
some persons to do the work, shall be sentenced to imprisonment from 3 months to 2 years

and returning all propertiesaehv ed t hr ough t he mentioned way.

96. The Children and Adolescents Protection Act of 2003 prohibits aedcpbe
sentences to acts of trafficking, trading and exploiting children or causing physical or
mental damage and injury to persons under the age of 18 years. Equally, it holds that
denying children of their rights to education or intentionally disreéggrdr neglecting their
mental and physical health and safety shall be subject to imprisonment or pecuniary
punishment?

23

Some provisions of this Act are as follows:

Article 17 All the persons under the age of 18 years shall be protected by this Act.

Article 27 Any kind of annoyance and harm to the children and adolescents which cause physical or
mental or etltal damage or injury to them and endangers their physical or spiritual health and safety
is forbidden.

Article 37 Any kind of buying, selling, exploitation and employing children for committing illegal

acts, including smuggling is forbidden and thepeérator shall, as the case may be, be sentenced to
compensate the inflicted damages, together with imprisonment from 6 months to one year or a
pecuniary punishment from 10,000,000 to 20,000,000 IRR.
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97. Within the past few years, governmental bodies have taken practical measures to
prevent neglect, abuse or any other inhumane treasméchildren, and support victims of

such acts. The State Social Welfare Organization has, for example, established Social
Emergency Hot Line (called -2-3) throughout the country in the form of Crisis
Intervention Center. These centers have graduallgldped expertise and changed into a
social emergency initiative that includes crisis intervention services, counseling services
and public awareness.

98. Article 86 of the State Fourth Plan of Economic, Social and Cultural Development,
approved on 2004, reqes the Ministry of Health to develop and implement plans to
decrease psychological distresses. In this regard, the Ministry has mainly focused on
prevention of domestic violence in families and abuse of children as pillars for improving
mental health oftte societySeveral measures have been taken in this context. First of all, a
comprehensive study was carried out to get a better view of theexising status of
parentschildren relationship, prevalence of child abuse and management methods against
children mischief. The study covers the period of since 1999.

99. Secondly, In order to prevent reoccurring child abuse and to control physical,
psychological and social damages incurred upon the abused children, a specialized
department was established in thknistry of Health to provide psychological support
services for the abused children. The department offers its services with the close
cooperation of the Child and Adolescent Psychology Team of Tehran University.

G. Periodic review of the treatment povided to the child placed forcare
(art. 25)

100. There are currently over 444 special care centers are operating throughout the
country to help children with special care and their families. 98 of them are offering 24/7
services to children who need continuaymecial care and their families cannot, for any
reasons, support them. A number of 221 of the centers provide daily educational services to
mentally disabled children. 113 centers are daily educational centers which are specialized
in giving services to pfsically and sensually disabled and motor handicapped children,
including deaf or children with hearing loss and blind or children with low vision. The
centers, both public and private, are working under the supervision of the State Social
Welfare Organiztion. The related regulations and procedures require the centers and the
staff to constantly monitor the progress made by the children and review their treatments
accordingly.

101. There are also about 477 centers in the country which provide 24/7 caringeservi

to children without guardian, of which a number of 35 centers are daycare/nursery and
specialized for the children under the age of 6 years. All of these are governmental. In the
remaining (governmental and private) centers children are being takenotén two

Article 47 Any kind of physical and mental annoyantement and torture on the children, as well

as intentionally ignoring their mental and physical health and safety, and preventing them from

education is prohibited and the perpetrator shall be sentenced to imprisonment from 3 months and one

day to 6 mortis or up to 10,000,000 IRR pecuniary punishments.

Article57 chidcabuse is a crime of a gener al nature and doesnb
plaintiff.

Article 67 When being informed of the chilabuse cases, all persons, institutes and centersre

responsible for caring and protecting children, are obliged to inform the competent authorities of the

case in order to legally prosecute the perpetrator and take necessary decisions. Violation of this

obligation shall result in imprisonment fomonths or a pecuniary punishment of 5,000,000 IRR.
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VI.

groups of boys and girls and ofl@ and 1218 years of age. Some %75 of the later centers
are privately owned and managed, but their services are monitored by the Organization.

102. For the purpose of entrusting the permanent custody of the dddptdren to the
gualified families, as explained earlier, the State Welfare Organization carefully scrutinize
the ¢ b bitbatiod in the provisional 6 months. Any sign of mistreatment or physical,
psychological, mental problem on the side of the clildaken very seriously and may
result in bringing to the attention of the court which has rendered the order of the
provisional guardianship. The social workers visit the child at least once every two weeks.

103. According to the latest available statisti2®10), a number of 1200 children, who

are currently under the supervision of the Organization, have been delivered to the foster
families. A number of 1000 children are living in residential centers. Each year, about
1,000 children, who are under thesponsibility of the Organization, are being adopted by
volunteered families.

104. Since 1986, the Ministry of Healthhasar r i ed out alncorgotatioom nwi de
of Mental Health into Basic Health Caréo collect the relevant information relating to

those including children, who suffer from epilepsy, or behavior disorders or are considered
mentally disabled. The plan requires the medical staff involved in giving services to these
person and their families to register them and give the families necessiaiggs and

support to enable them to provide proper care to the affected persons/children.

lllicit transfer and non-return of children abroad (art. 11)

105. In this regard, there are laws and bilateral agreements whose numbers have been
increased in theecent decade. They deal with the judicial cooperation in child adoption
and execution of civil judgments. Besides, the bilateral judicial agreements in criminal
matters and extradition, concluded with numerous countries, refer to the prosecution and
punishment of the accused or transfer of sentenced persons of all offences, , including child
trafficking, pornography. Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic of Iran has taken primary steps
to seriously consider accession to the 1980 ConventiortherCivil Aspects of the
International Child Abduction.

Basichealth and welfare

The right to life, survival and development @rt. 6)

106. T h e  fhightltodifé and maximum survival and development is recognized in the
laws and practice of Iran. Accordingly, the Gawaent of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
through its relevant governmental organizations and bodies, has tried to create an
atmosphere for each and every child in Iran not only to live or survive but also have a
quality life and the chance to grow up andalep. In this regard, particular attentions have
been made to children who, because of their disability or personal situation, need special
care.

107. According to the latest available statistics, there are aboy®288isabled children

in the country. The Miistry of Education and the State Social Welfare Organization are
two main governmental bodies which are in charge of providing care, education and life
skills to children with disabilities. The Ministry of Education has, for instance, taken a wide
range & measures to ensure that all disabled students to receive proper services. In this
regard, it has held training courses to introduce the provisions of the CRC, particularly the
rights and needs of disabled students, to their staff and management. lkaussbed
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programs for giving special trainings to disabled students, their parents and the school staff
to promote their educational progress. Specific programs have been implemented for pre
elementary school children and their parents. Moreover, betw86B and 2008 the
Ministry managed to reimburse medical and paramedical costs of the disabled students.

Table 2
Number of Disabled Students in Different Educational Institutes/Levels
Educational cente Complexe School College: Total
58,10z 7,841 50,261 113904 230,00¢

108. Along with offering special education/trainings to disabled children and 24/7 care to
those whose families are not able to take care of them, the State Social Welfare
Organization has taken broader measures by adopting-pnoifie stréegy in providing
services to disabled children, their parents or family members. It has developed executive
plans, programs, and assessments systems and supervisions policies to ensure that its
services are in conformity with the needs of the disablelfirelni and they receive the
required services properly and promptly. In this regard, several studies have been made,
numerous executive Baws have been issued and social and professional training courses
were held for staff and management.

109. The trainingsand rehabilitations, offered by the Organization, cover a wide range of
activities. They aim at preparing the disabled children to be able to survive in the society
and be as independent as possible. Accordingly, the Organization provides services such as
occupationatherapy, physiotherapy and spedbbrapy to help disabled children to
improve their health and at the same time to overcome the limitations imposed on them
because of their disability. These add to the medical services that the Organiffat®imo

its special care center§here are irhouse medical specialists, psychiatrists, nurses and
nurse assistants in all centers all the day round. According to the latest available statistics, a
total number of 2715 disabled children are benefitifigpm services provided by the
Organization, of which 1893 children are admitted in daily special care centers. The
following table shows the distribution of these children according to their disability

Table 3
Distribution of Disabled Children under the Care of the State Social Welfare
Organization

Physically or Sensua
Disabled and Motc

Mentally Disable Handicappe Autisn Mentally Disable:
(Daily Centers (Daily Centers (Daily Centers (24/7 Centers
11,587 4,19¢ 607 5,322

110. The Organization spdically prepared a supervision and assessment system to
optimize the provision of the services to the mentally disabled children. In this regard, it has
collected the information and statistics to set up a data base concerning the mentally
disabled childen and their special needs. It has had the privilege of cooperation from some
leading Iranian universities and scientific centers in preparing educational programs and
plans needed by the experts who are in charge with the training and rehabilitatien of th
mentally disabled children. The Organization has also contacted credible international
organizations, active in the field of disabled organizations, to exchange views and to share
experiences.
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111. Based on its general policy, the State Social Welfare Orgtmiz has spared no
efforts to promote the capacity of parents and families of the disabled children to enable
them to take care of these children at homes. In this line, it has implemented programs to
ease the pressures on the families by providing ss\at their home, giving them special
trainings, assisting them in solving the mental and emotional problems or counseling them
and providing them with financial supports, particularly to cover the extra costs for
nutrition, education and rehabilitationeus of the disabled children. For the families who
have more than one mentally disabled child, the organization covers expenses of necessary
counseling and genetic tests.

Table4
Disability Prevention Training Plan between 20052008
Operatian/year

Common unit 200t 200¢ 2007 200¢
Number of those trained to prevent
disabilities and social damages person 262891 45720€ 601,34¢ 64199:
Training Courses in Urban Areas percentage 38 35 35 35
Training Courses in Rural Areas  percentage 62 65 65 65

112. Each yar, over 00 staff, including managers, social workers, instructors, trainers
and psychologists, of the 24/7 special care centers are introduced to the latest methods of
care for children with special needs in the form of vocational training counsaddition, a
modul ar salsgsee eoursethas deen launched in the University of Applied Science
and Technology to train the Organizations staff as home instructors for children and
adolescents.

113. The State Social Welfare Organization is also supexyigie activities and services
provided by daycares, nurseries and-sbool centers throughout the country. Currently, a
total number of 57014 children, including 34827 children in urban areas and BRY
children in rural areas benefit from daycaegevices, nurseries and psehools* These are

normal children but the Organization supervises the quality of the services they receive and
has the responsibility to ensure that the services meet the development needs of the
children.

114. In an effort to makehe urban areas and city environment friendlier to children, the
Tehran Municipality has initiated several programs to promote the public environmental
conditions for children. These include measures like standardization and adaptation of the
urban placeso the needs of children, providing safer playgrounds, constructing more green
parks, increasing the safety and security of the public passages and transportation for
children, and providing traffic and health educations to school children (in coopesétion

the Ministry of Education). Similar programs have also been carried out by the
municipalities of some other large cities.

115. In a different initiative, the Tehran Municipality has decided to establish Toy Houses
in the all districts/boroughs of the @it There are currently over 230 Toy Houses
throughout the city where children of different ages can play with all provided toys and
devices, appropriate for their age, in a safe and secure environment. The relational behind
the initiative was to remove se@nparts of the restrictions and tensions that children usually
face in contemporary modern urban areas, by providing them opportunity to relax, to play

24 This figure approximately constitutes 7% of the whole children population of the country.
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with the children of their own age, and to promote their communication as well as life
skills.

B. Right to the highest attainable standard of health and rehabilitative
health (art. 24)

116. There are several organizations in Iran which have duty to provide health services to
children and to ensure that no child is deprived of such services. The Ministry Itfi,Hea
the State Social Welfare Organization, the Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs, the
Ministry of Education and the Red Crescent Society are the main bodies which deal with
various aspects of the question.

117. The Ministry of Education, for instance,drésses one of the fundamental pillars of
ensuring the right to health, namely having proper health education. In this regard, that
Ministry in cooperation of the Ministry of Health has held different training courses,
including vocational courses for istaff and general courses for students to promote their
knowledge on the health related issues. It is understood that the health education would
contribute to the preventive side of continuum of the health system.

118. As a part of general plan to eliminate pay as a root cause of deprivation of
health, the Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs has taken measures, including studying
the ramifications of the major econonrsocial changes (inflation, food price, budget and
programmi ng syst etyn,Theéepultsoare usedto addise putheritias and
policy makers to make informed decisions where their decisions may bring about drastic
economiesocial changes. The Ministry has also concluded an agreement with UNICEF to
execute the Child Poverty Projgsince 2009). The project includes a date base for social
indexes connecting children (education, shelter, access to health services, and access to
i nsurance &) .

119. The Ministry of Health is primarily responsible for the ensuring proper health
services to esry individual of the societ$? In the past five years the Ministry has spent
over 3060 million IRR in formulating national strategy on health related issues for children
of different ages, piloting and assessing new programs. This figure excludes regular
budgets of the hospitals, clinical centers or day clinics or any other institutions that provide
medical treatments to patients. Their running costs consumes a large portion of the annual
budget of the Ministry and offer free or low cost services to adlidents of Iran,
irrespective of their age or any other grounds of discrimination. Different programs and
projects have been implemented by the Ministry to improve the health status of the society
including children. Some of them are explained below.

120. In 2006, the Ministry of Health prepared the guidelines for child treatment,
specialized for training the health staff that has been reached the pilot stage. These
guidelines suggest the manner of interaction and communication with the child and
adolescent ira hospital and health care environment and teach some skills to the personnel
of hospitals who are in close contact with the children.

121. Since 1998, the Ministy has execut e dPsychologrdsacial cal | ed;
Protection Plan in Disasters and Unexpectedr. It aims, inter alia, at enhancing the

role that teachers can play at the time of natural disasters to ease the psychological and
emotional distress of student children. In this regard, educational packages have been

% |ts network for healtireatment services covers almost all urban areas and more than 95% of rural

areas oftie whole country.

36



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

prepared to target either a largaidience. The package is also used in training courses and
workshops, held by the medical universities throughout the country, to train teachers.

122. The Ministry of Healhn i s al s o r e slpealth sertifichtas forttte i ssue
workers and the businessét is also responsible to ensure that health related aspects of the
businesses and work places are suitable for those who work therein. In cooperation and
coordination with the Ministry of Labour, the Minister of Health do not issue such
certificates fo children under the age of 18 to be employed in public places,
dangerous/hard works and food preparation and distribution centers to protect them and
prevent their employment in unsuitable businesses.

123. In a national plan to curb the rate of birth defeatd genetic disorders, the Ministry

has launched initiatives to ensure access to social genetic services for all members of the
society who need such services. By formulating proper instructions, setting cgeneti
advisory teams in the healtreatment cents and training specialists on the subject, it
planed and prepared necessary infrastructures as well as personnel to provide social
genetics advises and genetics diagnosis, including early diagnosis or advice to prevent
genetic disorders. The program inds, prevention of Beta Thalassemia Major, controlling
Down syndrome, Sickle Cell and Hemophilia, prevention of Phenylketonuria, controlling
SPINA BIFIDA and other congenitally disorders and decreasing the G6PD effects. It also
includes comprehensiverseni ng of ¢ hi | abngenital diseases.i nf ant s 6

124. The Ministry of Health has established close cooperation with ministries and
organizations active in child related areas. For example, The Ministry in cooperation with
the State Social Welfare Organizaiid executed the Pregnant Women Nutrition
Improvement Plan in which the pregnant women were advised on their diets and, if so
required, financially supported to get proper nutrition. In 2008, the plan was transferred to
the Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation be continued. The Foundation is now executing
the plan on a different program, called Assisting Women and Girls under the Protection of
the Foundation. The said program aims at promoting the physical and mental health of the
women and girls who are undére protection (support) scheme of the Foundation. It
includes overall health screening and examination of the women and paying their medical
costs, if any health problem is diagnosed.

125. To improve health situation of children and their families, the Stdtdfare
Organization has allocated funds to financially support them. For example, while the
expenses relating to the education and health needs of the fostered children are fully
covered by the Organization, monthly relief allowance is also paid to ffastelies to

cover extra expenses of the fostered children. Similarly, monthly payment is paid to
families or householder women who are under the protection scheme of the Organization.
This has considerably improved the living and health standards ofeshiliding in these
families.

126. To benefit from the international experience and resources, the Organization has
established strong connections and relations with some international specialized agencies,
such as UNICEF, WHO, UNHCR, UNDP, UNFPA and UNODChds executed several

joint projects with these agencies. For example, the Organization has run a joint project
with UNHCR to support and empower the disabled Afghan nationals residing in Varamin
City, Afghan children residing in Rafsanjan. They also helpiat workshop on life
without violence for Aflhan refugees in Moshiri Centér Tehran. The Organization

26

Apart from the medical needs, which fall within the responsibility of the Ministry of Health, disabled
children have other special needs. The State Social Welfare Organization, as explained earlier, is
responsible to deal with suchets, including rehabilitative heath needs. It has also to ensure that
such children have access to nutritious foods and clean drinking water all over the country.
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facilitated the joint project of WFP and the Help Institute on improving the nutrition status
of Afghan refugees, including their children.

127. The Orgairation has launched field researches, with cooperation of UNODC, to

study the question of drug abuse, particularly Crack and Amphetamine. It has also jointly

held seminars on decreasing drug demands and training workshops for Afghan and
Pakistani experten the issue of drug demand. Series of programs were jointly carried out

with UNICEF as well. These includbte executi on &dod Pamertsinpr oj ect
Sistan and Baluchistan Province, the project of preparing a Code of Conduct of methods of
treatingchildren in the social welfare centers (through holding more than 15 spedial
sessions), Préventiop of &/jolencet agams$t Childdeas well as holding

several training workshops in order to prepare the standards of protection and learing t
children in crisis situation, and the project on curbing the dangers of land mines.

128. The Iranian Red Crescent Society has hold series of training courses for members of
the Society as well as the ordinary people. In this regards the following coursé® ca
highlighted:

ATraining courseo f Nutfiton and Health Poinés for 1,100 pregnant and
breastfeeding mothers in Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari Province with a cost
amounting to 35.8 million IRR;

ACourses on prevention of common seasonal epidemics/diseasesefschool
children;

A Courses on First Aid for children;

A Training workshops for homemaker mothers on fortifying imimation of homes
and c slivinglplaees @gainst earthquake;

A Countrywide earthquake drills in the nurseries for ove®@ childrenof 5-7 years
of old;

A Courses in the nurseries for more than0R0 children of 57 years of old on the
safety issues;

A Training courses for students in aboyddD primary schools to familiarize them
with safety issues in schools and streets. In this redarcexample, courses were
held in Khorasan Province for Afghan refugee and migrant families, including their
children?

129. The Ministry of Health has paid particular attentions to the nutrition situation of
children. In this regard, it studies and identifithe status of micronutrients of zinc, iron

and vitamins A and D in eleven geographical areas, set up over 10 thousands of health
centers and ,300 healthireatment centers tanter alia, monitor and promote nutrition
status of children in need (Partiaifpon-Protection Program). The minimum value of
foodstuff package provided to the children under this program amounts {00Q0R.

There are also currently about 47 thousands children under another nutrition scheme, which
is jointly executed by the Miniy and Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation. A similar the
nutritional support program is currently under way with the cooperation of Alavi
Foundation for pregnant women and nursing mothers of needful families.

130. The Ministry of Education has similarly taken &e range of measures to improve
nutrition status of school children. One of the most important one was to provide school

27 |n 2006: 13,075 women in 1,064 courses, 1,631 children in 1,098 courses; In 2007; 1G208iw
957 courses, 15,700 children in 857 courses; In 2008: 7,854 women, 10,285 children; In 2009:
10,154women, 900 children.
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children with free milk and enriched bread. The table below illustrates the quantity of milk
distributed, the budget spent and thddrein covered by the Ministry from the year 2000 to
2010

Covered studen Per capite Increase ¢ Developmer
Academic year  and personni Budge charge per capita sut percentag
20002001 42000C 180,000,00C 42¢
2001-2002 1,200,00C 5,000,000,00C 4,16€ 4,820,00000C 2677%
20022003 2,900,00C 11,500,000,00C 517 6,500,000,00C 130%
20032004 6,000,00C 37,200,000,00C 6,20C 25,700,000,00C 223%
20042005 8,000,00C 63,000,000,00C 7,87¢ 25,800,000,00C 69%
20052006 10,700,00C 85,000,000,00C 7,945 22,000,00000C 34%
20062007 12,500,00C 113700,00000C 9,09¢ 28,700,00000C 33%
20072008 10,89500C 129,000,000,00C 11,84C 15,300,000,00C 13%
20082009 11,500,00C 148820,000,00C 12,94C 19,820,000,00C 15.36Y%
20092010 13,000,00C 160,900,100,00C 12,307 12,080,000,00C 8%

131. Since during the maturity age, the need for some nutritional materials increases due
to the growth speed and particularly in adolescent girls the excretion of body iron during
the menstruation may result in shortage of ffoithe Ministry of Edeation, with
coordination of the Ministry of Health, distributes Ferro tablets among all the high school
girl students (either public or private schools).

132. All the students, nationwide, as well as the school staff receive free 250 cc milk
twice a week. Thestudents in cities, additionally, receive bread enriched with special
minerals, while students in rural or unprivileged areas receive nutritional snacks and proper
clothes. The Ministry also provides free food materials, three times a week, for students o
boarding schools, teach&rrining centers and technieabcational colleges.

Measures Taken to Decrease Mortality of Infants and Children under the Age of 5

133. The Ministry of Health has taken a wide range of measures to decrease the mortality
rate ofchildren under the age of five. These include implementing comprehensive plans to
preserve and promote health status of children, executing a nationwide program to monitor
health services provided to prenatal, neonatal and infants as well as conduciirgative
studies of the mortality causes of children under the age of 6. In this regard, the Ministry
launched, for instance a ¢ o mp r e h e n €hildrea Haalth &ecuringaRrdsesvihg i
and Promoting Planin which it has taken measures to strengtaed develop monitoring
system of the health status of prenatal, neonatal and infants, to encourage mothers to
breastfeed, to increase the awareness and functionality of the families and the general
members of the society to give a better care to infantschildren according their needs.

One of the goals of the Plan is to decrease the mortality rate of children under the age of 6
through controlling the spread of contagious diseases among children, prevention of
disability and reduction of disability eftts on children.

28

Iron shortage lessens the mental ability and learning, and causes fatigue, fainting, weakness and
affliction by diseases.
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Table 5

Under Five Mortality Rate per 1000 of Birth in 2004 to 2008

Title 200« 200¢ 200¢
Prenatal 15t 13.1 12.¢
Infants (under 1 year old) 22.2 1¢ 18.¢
Children under 5 years old 26.€ 22.¢ 22.F

134. For children under the age of 12nths, the Ministry has established a specific plan

in which the Iranian Prenatal Mortality Surveillance System was set up to receive the
reports concerning the cases and causes of any single incident of neonatal, prenatal and
infant mortality. It also inkeides special programs and trainings prenatal resuscitation and
kangaroo mother care.

Figure 1
Distribution of Mortality of Children of 0 -5 years old

1-12

months
35%

135. The Ministry of Health has also initiated a combined and coordinated cystegm

in which measures have been taken to encourage mothers to brefstéeéuiprove
nutrition of infants, to monitor their development, to decrease life/health threatening
conditions, to give vaccination and to screen infants with vision and hedisoglers in
order to provide them with the necessary treatment, care or complementary assistance.

136. The following two diagrams indicate the mortality causes of children between 1 to
59 months. They are presented according to the ICD10 classificationa\éth of 23.4%,

the Congenital and chromosomal disorders were the leading causes of mortality in 2008. It
shows a considerable increase of 5%, in comparisontwhhe r at e in 2s007.
national plan to provide social genetic services and geadtiices to all members of the
society and to set genetic advisory teams in the hem#htment centers are part of the
general program designed to curd these causes child mortality.

29
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AnnexV illustrates the result of an independent survey made by the Ministry of Health in 2010 on the
mortality rate in children under 5 years old.
See Annex Vfor detailed information of the rate of breastfeeding for children under 2 years old.
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Figure 2
Proportionate distribution of 1-59 months old children morility on the basis of cause in 2008
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Figure 3
Proportionate Distribution of 1-59 Months Old Children mortality, Based on the Cause (206Z008)
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Measures Adopted to Promote Health Inbrmation and Education of HIV/AIDS

137. In order to control HIV, the Islamic Republic of Iran has prepared a nationwide
strategic program with the cooperation of all relevant organizations and bodies. These
organizations include the State Social Welfare Organizatione $asons Organization,

Red Crescent Society, Arfirugs Headquarters, Ministry of Education, and Ministry of
Health. The program intend#ter alia, to address opportunistic infections, avitus
treatments, care and protection of the afflicted/sickqes and their families, the HIV/Aids
effects, discrimination and gender inequality. Children without guardians and vulnerable
children are of the main target groups of this program to receive social protection and
preventive services.

138. There is also a copmehensive plan in the healtteatment centers to prevent the
transfer of HIV infection from mothers to children. The plan requires the centers to provide
necessary advice and counseling to mothers, take preventive measures and treatments prior
to and duing the pregnancy, take appropriate preventive measures to decrease the risk of
infection transfer at the time of delivery, as well as breastfeeding. All of these services
should be free of charge. There are currenthcated triangular clinics to takeace of
HIV/AIDS patients®

139. In 2006, the State Social Security Organization established the Committee on
Prevention and Control ofI®S to provide financial and social supports to affected persons
and to hold special training sessions for those underpbeiad protection system of the
Organization, including the disabled, the elderly, street children and addicts afflicted by
HIV. The Committee takes three main approaches in its trainings: 1) Peer Education,
2) Harm Reduction, and 3) Positive Social Supord Prevention. It intends to reduce also
financial and social supports to and tries to control AIDS by taking such positive preventive
approaches. Since 2005, the Committee has held numerous workshops, trained at least
1,300peer teachers to give progameventive education to persons with higgk behavior,
educated over,800 of such persons through the peer tea;hesined and prepared over

80 specialists to give advices and perform HIV optional tests (VCT), perform VCT to over
3,750individuals wth highrisk behavior and taught them of healthy sexual behaviors, Part
of those individuals who received these services were children.

140. The State Social Security Organization has also set up care centers called, Health
Houses, to provide necessary sersite those infected persons who are under the special
protection services of the Organization. The following table indicates the number of the
centers and their clients up to 2008.

Table 6
Health Houses from 2005 to 2008

Operation/year
Title Unit 2006 200¢ 2007 200¢
Health Houses Center 29 30 30 3C
Persons Admitted  Persons 784 51€ 49¢ 551
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The triangular clinics deal with three high risk and frequently related health problems: AIDS,
addiction and STI. The clinics may in near future provide medical care and treatment to persons
infected by C Hepatitis. At the moment, they only give vaccinatigainst B Hepatitis to those
persons.
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141. It worth mentioning that public and private schools are not allowed denying or
depriving children and school students afflicted or affected by HIV of education.

Socialsecurity and special childcare facilities and servicest. 26)

142. Through a new and creative program, called the Plan for Honoring Orphans, far
reaching steps have been taken to protect and support children without guardians or
financial supportslt contemplates mechanisms for identification and providing financial
supports for those children, while fully observing the confidentiality requirements in order
not to compromise their dignity. It identifies the children without guardians throughcpubli
notice, while at same time it takes appropriate measures to ensure that their identities,
particulars and addresses are duly preserved. The Plan then provides them with monthly
allowance.

143. The required fund is collected from voluntary commitments/donatimade by
public supporters and patrons who make their donations to armeetdiatory organization,

called Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation. The identity of the beneficiaries is not disclosed
to any donors or supporteis addition to such financial aidén cases where the orphan

has a legal guardian (who is considered by the relevant authorizes to be morally and
mentally qualified but has financial problems in supporting the child) the Imam Khomeini
Relief Foundation has to report regularly to the gizaraf the latest status of the granted
financial aids and the progress in social, educational and emotional status of the child. The
Plan is all carried out under the supervision and responsibility of the Foundation.

144. In a general and countrywide schentke Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation
identifies and assesses the needs of the children who are without guardians or coming from
underprivileged families. It, accordingly, provides them with necessary services, including
monthly financial allowances, and @ring the costs of their education, medical treatments
and clinical services. The service will be provided for girls up to their marriage and for
boys up to the age of 18. In cases where they are studying the service will continue up to
the age of 25, anih cases of illness or physical disability, without any age limitation. For
children who lost their fathers, they would receive the financial allowances and other
protection through their mothetsThe eligible children should not necessarily be from the
families which are already under the cover of the Foundation.

145. Similarly, the Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs has funded the Plan for Social
Insurance of Rural and Nomad Householder Women since 2007. The plan which is carried
out with the cooperatiorof Villagers and Nomadic Social Insurance Fund aims at
improving economic situation and the living standards of families of householder women
and the young girls without guardians. At present, an amount g0@B0RR is annually

paid, by the Ministry, tahe Fund to keep the Insurance scheme running.

146. For supporting legsleveloped regions, the State Center for Developing Rural and
LessDeveloped Regions has been established in 1989. Since its establishment, it has
provided different services, directly ardirectly, to the children residing at lésgveloped
regions whose families cannot support them properly or because of the geographical
remoteness of their region they are deprived of necessary facilities.

32

The Foundation provides similar services to children who have fathers withamian nationality
and their mothers are under protection system of the Foundation.
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147. Apart from undertaking fundamental activitiesibaprove living standards of such
lessdeveloped region$, the Center has taken immediate actions to issue the medical
insurance policies for the whole population of such regions, to construct health centers and
health treatment center, to provide genepahctitioners (family physicians), to appoint
nurse assistants and midwifes. There are currently ove@@Q health centers,400 health
treatment centers, 50 physicians and,800 midwifes working in these regions, offering

free health and treatmentrgiees. These services have resulted in improvement of the
general health in the country, considerable decrease in the child mortalities and increase of
the life expectancy. Undoubtedly, the above mentioned activities, directly or indirectly,
improve theilving standards and condition of children living in such areas.

Table 7
List of Executed Projects in LessDeveloped Regions within 1992009
Title Budget (Million IRR Number of Projec
Drinkable water 3,490,58! 9,192
Construction of roads and bridgasd to asphalt rural roe 6,826,36. 7,02t
Rural daily schools 1,137,56 9,627
Rural boarding schools 212,19: 43¢
To supply electricity 586,20( 4,674
To improve and asphalt the village passages 907,87: 1,46¢
Health places (health centers) 241,05: 3,824
Total 13,401,82 36,247
Others 815,49! 7,261
Total 14,217,32 43,50¢

148. Other ministries and governmental bodies have carried out programs to support
children and families living in unprivileged areas, including rural areas or margins of the
cities. In this regard, the Ministry of Interior, appointed executive teams in several
unprivileged regions of the courtly (such as Sarbaz, Khash, Nikshahr and Chabahar) to take
appropriate measures to ensure that the rights of the children living in these areas are
protected and they enjoy the necessary living standards. The teams con#i of
representatives of Go v er rso0Offces SoOdl fWelfaee, Deputy C
Organization, Judiciary, Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation, Municipality, Ministry of
Education,and City Council. With the assistance of UNICEF seven training workshops on
child rights protection have been organized to familiarize the members of the teams with
the requirements of the Convention.

149. The Institute for Intellectual Development of Childr@nd Young Adults, affiliated

to the Ministry of Education, extended its services to abg@@geographically remote
villages by using 53 mobile Cultural and Artistic Centers or postal services. It also
organizes regular art and literary competitions dbildren living in villages to open up
opportunities to discover their talents and develop their abilities.

¥ These may includénter alia, development ofequired infrastructure for supplying safe drinking

water, construction or improvement of access roads (graveled or asphalt), supplying electricity and
construction of schools (primary, junior high school, high school and boarding schools.
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150. The Ministry of Welfare and Social Security has taken steps to cover more children
of preschool age to be admitted in nurseries. Accordingly,sftisked financially and
otherwise nurseries to be established in rural regions or unprivileged areas. Currently, over
14 thousands nurseries are running nationwide, of which ab0007s located in rural
regions or unprivileged areas.

151. The Ministry has o launched plan for adolescents living in suburbia or
unpri vil eged arEmaeveringl Adolescents of aSuburbath and Vulnerable
Region® and aims at training life skills to these children. Individuals who intend and apply
to open training cente under this Plan will receive financial aids in gratis. Similar aids will
also be paid to those applying for nurseries and daycares in such areas.

152. In a different program, the Tehran Municipality has made an initiative to provide
free medical treatment drhealth services to working children in Tehran. This is to support
children (between the ages of-18) who, for any reason, have to work.

VIl. Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities

A. Educational activities and right to education and equal opporntinity
(art. 28)

1. Compulsory Free Schooling

153. Article 43 of the Constitution ofthe Istai ¢ Republ i ¢ @ducatiodlan consi der
as a basic necessity for all citizens. Accordingiyticles 3 of the Constitution calls the
governmentadministratonforpovi ire@ @ducation é for everyone a
the facilitation and expansion of higher educatiom this regardArticle 30 requires the

go v e r n mprovide all ctizefis with free education up to secondary séhool

154. The fulfillment of these requirements falls primarily under the responsibility of the
Ministry of Education. Accordingly, it is obliged to identify and admit, in whatsoever
appropriate, all of children eligible to education. Based on the latest available statistics,
approximatéy 1% of the eligible children are not covered by the Ministry since they are of
special needs and conditions. They have to study in special schools. All schools are
required to prepare the necessary conditions and facilities so that no student is dadprived
education. In cases where parents refrain from sending their children to schools, the schools
must take appropriate steps to make it possible to the children to attend the schools. In this
regard, the 2005 Executive Directive (NR22917T/27963) of théBoard of Ministers
requires the Ministry of Education has to introduce parents/legal guardians, who deprive
their children from education, to competent judicial authorffies.

155. Article 52 of the Act of 2004 on the fourth national development plan redthiees
administration to ensure that the compulsory basic education is extended to also include the
junior high school level. In this regard, the Ministry of Education, prepared the necessary
basis for full access to the free and obligatory education utdetrel.

156. The Ministry of Education has taken measures to cover as many students as
possible, and to improve their educational performance. In this regard, initiatives have been
made to expand the coverage of education system and to decrease thedrag@euws and

failures® It has, for instance, tried to encourage students not to drop out, to attend schools

34
35

At lease aboub5 parents have since been referred to the judicial authorities.
Most cases of dreputs and failures occur in the first grade of each level. The rate of failure/re
education in elementary level (1st and 5th grades) is higher than the others. Hawéverstatistics
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regularly and refrain, as much as possible, from abstention. In this regard, the regulations
require schoofBmanagements to encourage, by appetermeans and approved by the
council/board of the schools, active participation of all students in all colloquium or extra
colloquium programs, including training, educational and cultural camps.

157. Based on the provisions of different acts on State Ecanddwcial and Cultural
Development Programs, the Ministry of Education has taken measure to cover more
children and to ensure that all children have access to the formal education system. In this
regard, it has prohibited primary schools to expel studentany reasons, taken steps to
prevent dropouts in all educational levels and implemented the qualitiEbesiptive
assessment system. Besides, in order to cover more children/students, including those who
have stopped schooling for a reason (like dsal, dropout or illness) the Ministry has
established an institute to cover them through distance education. At least a number of
75,215 children have been so far taught by the Distant Education Institute at high school
level. These measures have consbéy increased the chance for children to get formal
education in all situations and circumstances. An independent survey made by the Ministry
of Health in 2010 indicates that over 90% of working children are alsgiving educations

(see Annex VI).

158. The Literacy Movement, which is an organization affiliated to the Ministry of
Education to eradicate illiteracy in the country by providing basic compulsory education to
all individuals irrespective of their age, has also implemented programs nationwide. Its
service receivers are not necessarily adults but might be children as well. According to the
available existing statistics, from 1985 to 1999, the Literacy Movement was present and
active in arduous villages and places where it was not possible to theriiofi Education

to provide services. It provided basic education to at 1e&98504 persons of-40 years

of old, of which a number of,329320 students have received certificate for completion of
different grades of primary course.

159. The Ministry of Education, with the close cooperation of the managements of the
Juvenile Correction Centers and voluntary support of some-gawernmental
organizations, has effectively expanded its educational services to the children who are in
the custody of such coron centers. The Children, accordingly receive formal education

at every level; elementary, junior high school, high school and technical high school as well
as courses by the Literacy Movement. The education, based on the conditions, may be
offered in @tual classes or distance learning. All children are admitted to schools, upon
their admission to the Centers. In cases where they are released prior to the termination of
the academic vyear, they will be immediately introduced to local Education
Departmenrd/relevant schools to avoid any interruption in their study. The following table
indicates the course completion or academic certificates received by the children in the
Tehran Juvenile Correction Center based in the years 2004 to 2008:

Type of the diplma issue Numbe

1 Literacy movemet 22t

show, the rate of failures in elementary level has dropped considerable from %7 to %4 from the year
2000 to 2006. This is expected to even further decrease, due to the introduction of the déscriptive
qualitative assessment. The highese rof failure/reeducation in % to 5" grades of elementary level,
during the consideration years, has been reported in Sistan and Baluchistan Province

Also, the rate of drojuts in different grades of elementary level has descended. It has décrease
from 3.28 to 1.47 intgrade, from 1.84 to 0.67 if%grade, from 1.47 to 0.73 if%rade, from

1.78t0 0.75 in 4 grade and from 4.22 to 1.73 iff Grade of elementary level.

According to the latest available statistics, the rate of dropouteddlst grade of junior high school

is approximately %4.93. It is %3.54 for the 2nd grade of junior high school.
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Type of the diplma issue Numbe
Elementary scho 17t
Junior high schox 27t

High schoc 11C

160. The Ministry of Education has recently replaced the descrijivantitative
assessment plan with the descriptiyealitative assessment plaorh the beginning of the
academic year 2062010 and has eliminated the previous plan from the State education
system as of the last year. The main objectives of the plan are 1) to promote the
psychological and mental health level and decrease undesimakikty by decreasing the

role of the final assessment of a student, and 2) to amend, correct, improve and promote the
teachingjlearning process in the class, school and after school programs.

161. With the aim of covering all children living in geographicatlymote areas, and
scatted or undgpopulated villages, and since it was not possible to establish high schools
in each and every villages, the Ministry of Education has carried out several different plans.
First of all, it established schools in centrilages and provided free transportation for
students. There are currently over 725balys high schools and over 729-gitls high
schools operating in central villages, covering respectivel993and 5161 students.
Secondly, it set up dormitories accommodate such studerit&iere are currently about
35dormitories for male students and 22 for female students, accommodating respectively
2,428 and 385 students. Thirdly it established boarding high schools and boarding
technical schools.

162. A numberof 1,266 boarding high schools have been established in geographically
remote areas throughout the country to provide students living in scattered ane under
populated villages with an opportunity to study at higthool level. In 2009 over 1681
studens were studying in these boarding schools. Such schools offer the students
colloquium or extra colloquium education, appropriate to their social, cultural or
geographical conditions. Similarly, in 2009 there were at le@dtllboarding (junior high)
schods covering above 17899 students living in rural or unprivileged aré&s.

163. The above mentioned figures exclude public technical high schools, which offer the
students technical education, such as agricultural engineering. The agricultural technical
schoos usually use the facilities and resources of the Ministry of Agriculture along with
those of the Ministry of Education. According to the available statistics of the year 2009, at
least 63901 students were studying in the boarding techiicehtonal and work-
knowledge schools.

164. The Ministry of Education has also taken measures to improve the educational
performance of the students living in villages and unprivileged regions. In this regard, it has
established over 360 (186 for boys and 174 for girls) iapéigh schools for talented
students (186 for boys and 174 for girls). There are also about 412 special junior high
schools, where, at least,,828 talented priigh school students are studyifig.

165. The Ministry has also provided supplementary classesgliss summer courses for
such students to further strengthen their educational performance. Some 275 research

36
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In 1976, only some 9 boarding schools, coverifa$8 students, were operating throughout the
country to offer education to the studertinlg in scattered and undeopulated villages. The figure
has increased drastically in the past years.

This is based on the statistics collected in 2009. It shows a sharp increase in the number of such
schools. In 1987 the total number of these skhittwoughout the country was only 12.
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centers give also these talented students to do laboratory studies, researches or innovations.
These are part of general measures to preveatl@riate any possible educational gaps
between students in urban and rural areas.

166. The Iranian Red Crescent Society established its first boarding school in 1990 in
Pavey to provide education to students living in unprivileged urban areas and distant rura
regions. Since then another 15 schools have also been established and over 33 thousands of
students have been coveré@hese boarding schools not only provide formal education,

but also give general rescue and first aid training services to young iadsutsh regions®

The academic performance of the students educated in these boarding schools has been
outstanding. Over 85% of them are admitted to universities and higher education institutes
each year.

167. The Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation, as protesterganization, coversnter

alia, children with bad/incapable guardian or without guardian. The Foundation has set up
dormitories to accommodate to protect these children and provide them with proper support
to be able to continue their education. In @Qkhere were over,@00 children using these
dorms and the services offered therein. The Foundation has also concluded agreements with
interested organizations to use their dormitories of other accommodation facilities for the
children under the protectimf the Foundation.

168. The Foundation financially assists the children under its protection system to be able
to bear the educational expenses. It pays them special allowance, reimburses their
commutation expenses and covers their costs for academic bockstmaery.

169. The Foundation provides nationwide, regional and provincial camps for the
protected students of junior high school and high school levels as well as training classes,
technical vocational courses and recreational programs. In 2010, over G€atids joined

the camps and about 120 thousands attended the classes and courses. The number of the
covered students throughout the country in academic year-HDG@9 indicated in the
following diagrams.

A Total students: 67683

A Primary course: 21840,

A Junior high school: 19274
A High school: 2398

A Preuniversity course: 3871

38
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Youth Organization of the Red Crescent Society has 16 centers in 6 provinces: one in Chahrmahal
and Bakhtiari Province, four in Kerman Province, two in South Khorasan Province, three in Sistan

and Baluchistan Prawce, two in Fars Province and two in Gilan Province.

As Khorasan and Gilan provinces are {dsseloped and have been repeatedly struck by earthquakes

in recent years, 5 fully equipped boarding schools/centers have been established by the Red Cross
International Federation and run by the Iranian Red Crescent. These exclude 10 other schools/centers
built by the charitable contribution of individuals or the Office of the Supreme Leader.

At least 12,000 young trainees have completed their courdebeynparticipated in over

360preparatory maneuvers/exercises and over 334 rescue operations.
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Figure 4
Protected Students Based on Academic Level in 2009
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Table 8
Number of Students on the basis of academic levels in the State 4th Development
Program

Total number
bases on sex High school students

Elementar  Junior higt 2nd grade 3rd grade
Total numbe schoao schoao Pre-university
Year of student Girl Boy student student 1st grade Theoretica Technica Theoretica  Technica student

20052006 83059¢ 41330C 41729¢ 273341 27278t 104427 52,657 21,78C 54,90t 21,67¢ 29,02¢
20062007 75679% 37604 38075C 23716¢ 24744 97,011 47,24z 22,28¢ 54,75 23752 27,13<
20072008 731,361 36380¢ 367555 22496( 233351 93,82¢ 49,567 21,601 56,02C 22,23¢ 29,80C
20082009 720404  36054C 359864 22471¢  21781C 96,10z 48,63C 22,65¢€ 56,72¢ 23,301 30,50
20092010 67568z  33627¢ 339407 21384C 19247¢ 88,385 47,94¢€ 23,324 54,31z 22,831 32571

49



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

Year

Total number
bases on sex High school students
Elementar  Junior higt 2nd grade 3rd grade
Total numbe schoo schoo Pre-university
of student Girl Boy student student Istgrade Theoretica Technica Theoretica  Technica student

Total

3,71484C 1,84996% 1864875 1,17402¢ 1163867 479751 24604z 11165C 27671¢ 11379¢ 149,03C
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Figure 6
Total Protected Students in 200910 (675683 Persons)

170. As mentioned earlie the State Social Welfare Organization is in charge of
supporting certain children, including disabled and children with incompetent or without
guardians. The Organization has taken measures to provide them with appropriate
education, to prevent any urgessary educational gap with these children and others in the
society and to prepare them opportunity to continue formal education. In this regard, it
supports with its all means the education continuation and academic progress of such
children. A number 096,000 student children of the protected families an@@2 children

under the custody of the Organization receive educational protection services.

171. To encourage them to continue their education and to provide extra opportunities for
them to reveal theitalents and capabilities, the Organization also hold numerous courses,
student festivals, contests, such as cultspairt Olympiads, Quran competitions and
vocational trainings (for children over 15). It also provides them with easy access to library
requrses.

Average Teacherpupil Ratio

172. The Ministry has taken steps to increase the average ratio of teachers to students. For
elementary schools and high schools the ratios are similar in both urban and rural areas and
are, respectively] to 26 and %o 19. For junior high schools, however, the ratio in urban
areas is higher than the one in rural areas. They are 1 to 20 and 1 to 16, respectively.
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Percentage of Children in the NorFormal Education System

173. At present, the prschool education (for cliren under the age of 6) is considered

as voluntary and neformal education. Thus, the parents and the guardians are not legally
bound to send their children to schools to receive such education. Howevechpod
education is offered but at public elentary schools and certain private licensed nurseries.
According to the existing statistics, a minimum number of 473,470 students were studying
in 16,011 schools during the academic year of 28090. As the latest statistics show,
since 2006 there hasdmea steady increase in the number of the children who receive pre
school education. Almost 87% of Iranian children have received some sort-eéhwel
education before entering primary course. Rate of enjoyment of girls has been more than
boys. Similary, children living in urban areas have more chance to enjoysgireol
education in comparison to those living in rural areas.

Table 9
Students in PreSchools 20042008
Year
Number of students 2004 200t 200¢ 2007 200¢
1 Total number of students 37938: 467531 583567 635757 69300C
Governmental schools students 45217 44477 39872 3543: 25234
2 Urban governmental schools studen 13801 12568 8,006 1021¢ 5,51¢
Rural governmental schools student  31,41€ 31,914 31,86€ 25214 1971&
Private schools students 307414 39454C 51786C 581,15¢ 645914
3 Urban private schools students 232112 312597 40859€ 458374 46683C
Rural private schools students 75302 81,94:F 109264 12278t 179084
4 Selfsufficient schools students 26,75z 28514 25,83t 1916t 21,852

174. At the present, the Iranian national broadcaster are some 13 programs per day for
children and adolescents of 6 months to 18 years of old, through which it attempts some
nonformal education along with addressing their emotional, rlland social needs. The
general policy of the nationwide Channel 2 of Iranian TV specifically is to take into
account the needs of children in each and every programs that it produces or broadcasts.
Some 40% of the broadcasted programs are producedréigrfocountries to give the
Iranian children the chance of a grasp of foreign cultures and customs. Apart from the
nationwide channels of Iranian radio and television every Province enjoys its own radio and
television stations. They produce and broadcgstcial programs for children and
adolescents, having regard to their own ethnic, cultural and dialect needs.

The aims of education ért. 29)

175. Since 2009 the Ministry of Education has carried out a nationwide plan for
educational, psychological and belmaal empowerment of students. The Plan intends to
promote the level of psychological health, to strengthendgbehavior, to improve

st u d epproetd to school and education, to accelerate and monitor their education
performance and to develop their edtional and life skills, including problem solving
skills. The plan and its programs are executed, in the field, by experienced instructors who
are of sufficientexpr t i se and h oslDdgrea in colnseting and psgchaiogyr 6
The reference matiats are also prepared based on local needs of the children.
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176. In 2009, a number of,200 high school students (girl and boy4@) parents and
400personnel of selected regions (Kordestan, Tehran, Khuzestan, Markazi, Chaharmahal &
Bakhtiari, Hormozgan, Gebktan and Mazandaran Provinces were covered under this Plan,
In 2010, it was extended to all provinces of the country and covered at least 30,000 students
in each province. In the same year, it was decided that particular priority to be given to the
studens of 3rd grade of junior high school and 1st grade of high school living in less
developed and border regions (like West Azarbayjan, Eilam, Golestan, Mazandaran,
Hormozgan).

177. The Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults, aéfdia

to the Ministry of Education, is entrusted to provide proper facilities and opportunities to
promote education and mental development of children throughout the country. It
discharges its responsibilities through all available means, includiegdia, establishing
public libraries (specifically for children), promoting literatures relating children, providing
cultural and art educations to children, junior and young adults, organizing exhibitions,
contests, ceremonies for children and supportisgtutes and other organization active in
the field of chiide n. T he numb e s certefs atdIpat oflthe servicds gitee 0
children in 2010, throughout the country, are mentioned in the following tables.

Table 10
Number of Centers: 772
Pemanent cente Urban and rural mobile cente Post centel
66¢ 57 47
Table 11
Number of Books Existing in Centers: 6859375
Permanent cente Urban and rural mobile cente Post centel
6,268,06¢ 26990¢ 321,401
Table 12
Number of Members of Centas: 878,658
Permanent centers Urban and rural mobile centers Post centers
Girl Boy Girl Boy Girl Boy
30328¢ 251,064 27,38¢ 24,61C 21,24¢ 251,064
Table 13
Number of National/International Contests
Subject Area Nationa Internationa Award Recipien
Literature 1€ 3 8,744
Art 299 (Internationa
1C 25 911 (National
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Table 14
Training Courses

Courses Offered in the Institi Courses Outside of the Instit

21z 78C
Total Number of Training hour23,326 hours

Table 15
Activities for or about Children
Publishing Book Production of Movie Educational Book
Researches on Childr on C$Right for or about Childre for Childrer
26 12 5 11
Table 16
Language Training Centers
Number of cente Number of language learne
15 567,869 childrel
32 651,296 adolescen

178. The State Social Welfare Organization has initiated several activities to promote
psychological status and morale of children under its custody/care. In this regard, it has
included social trainings in the daily education/traisirgg the children to empower them
psychologically and mentally. It has also given life skill trainings to the mentally disabled
children.

179. As the children and adolescents residing in the special care centers Sfathe
Welfare Organizations are deprivetifamily environment and its training, educational and
social functions during their residence in the centers, the instructors and trainers of the
Organizations are required to give children under the care direct and indirect cultural and
educational traiings as similar to those provided by normal families as possible. It is
intended to create a family like environment in order to help children to grasp virtual values
and concepts, to remove destroying effects of the past unpleasant memories, to provide
mental health, to reinforce positive séfiought in children and to acquaint them with
religious and national values. Instructors are also required to teach children under their care
lifeski I s and i den ttalénis and peesonal intereaitsl ta establish healthy

and effective relations between them.

Table 18

Number of Participants in Life Skills Courses 20042009

Year Student life skills (perso
2004 24500C
2005 56300C
2006 750834
2007 1,622,737
2008 1,653821
2009 (estimation) 2,45023C
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Table 19

Budget Allocated to Courses 20062009

Year Budget (Thousands IR
2004 6,000,00C
2005 7,750,00C
2006 9,647,00C
2007 13465307
2008 16,200,00C

180. Similarly, the Office of Prevention and Addiction Affairs of the Organization has
caried out a program, since 2007, to raise the awareness of the children of the harms
arising from drug abuse. The program, to be part of the general trainings on life skills, is
being offered in at least 852 nurseries and schools. According to the avaiiatidtics, till

2009 over 207,000 children received the training.

181. In the past 5 years, somg25 programs, as 289 hours, have also been produced
and broadcasted by Iranian national television for children and with aim of developing their
personalityand talents.

182. Apart from the general and formal education system which ensuresiagient
education and intends to prepare children for responsible life in the society, there are
several other institutes and organizations in the Islamic Republic of Ihachvalso
undertake this demanding task. For example, the Iranian national broadcasting organization
which has large audience among Iranian children has produced, in the past 5 years, over
35,806 hours of television programs inBI7 shows. These prograrase so designed to

pr omot e sarderdtadding of dational and international values and their respect to
religious values, human rights, freedom and equality. A large part of these programs is also
broadcasted by satellites to Farsi speaking childherost all over the world.

183. The Ministry of Culture, through the Center of Art and Culture of Mosques, has
taken steps to improve thed t ur al a s p e ctifes Fooifistancd, & hag direatlyd r e n 6
offered cultural services to 200 centers in unprgélé and rural areas, supported over
500children libraries in the mosques with books and software, provided teaching materials
and held numerous workshops and training courses, storytelling sessions and talent
shows/contests for children. The courses cowemwide range of activities and needs of
children, including painting, with different subjects aiming at provocation, developing,
fostering and directing the talents of children. The services are given to children
indiscriminately and irrespective of theithnic, racial or religious background or any other
consideration. The ultimate goal of the services is to prepare the children for responsible
life. Accordingly, particular attentions are paid to respect high values, such as respect the
elderly, peaceand environment.

184. The Iranian Red Crescent Society has taken measure to promote respect to peace

among children. It thus publishes books and pamphlets on humanitarian law, philanthropy,

designs and hosts collective games and contests to teach the chdtieéraids and

philanthropy, prepares epic songs on humanism, holds training courses to teach first aids,

rescue operations and reliefaitlst s peci f i c alHbwto CGodrondMinescandur ses ( fi
t he E x p bnotleeidangess ®f landmines for villageand nomads residing in border

areas.
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Leisure, recreation and cultural activities (art. 31)

185. The Ministry of Culture pays particular attentions to children and their needs in all
of its programs and plans. It takes a wide range of activities, inclagsigting the Theatre
Associations to have programs and performances for children throughout the year, holding
annual international theatre festival for children and adolescents, conducting extra
colloquium programs for children at schools and privaténatitutes, holding international
festival for visual arts, supporting publishers active in the field of children, considering
special spaces in Tehran International Book Fair for children books, holding annul book
fair for children and adolescents, firaally supporting public libraries to purchase latest
children books as well as supporting children periodical and journals.

186. There are currently several governmental organizations as well as associations active
to encourage book production for childrerdao promote reading among childr@rilhe

most important ones are the Child Book Council and the Cultural Association of Publishers
of Child and Adolescent Book. The former is an independent andpruditable
organization established in 1962. Since 19%® Council has been engaged in writing the
comprehensiveencyclopediaof Child and Adolescent. As a member of the International
Board on Books for Young People international (IBBY), it annually nominates the best
Iranian work relating to the child and adstent for IBBY. The Cultural Association of
Publishers of Child and Adolescent Books is mostly composed of private publishers who
publish children book&. It is a reputable body of private sector which at the same time
connects the private sector to thevgrnmental cultural bodies. The Ministry of Culture has
close connections with these two bodies.

187. The Youth Organization of the Iranian Red Crescent Society is engaged in numerous
leisure activities for children and adolescents. These aim at promotingnisamand
philanthropy among the children. In this connection, the Organization has also undertaken
the activities which are highlighted in the following box:
Cultural activities:

A To play theatres with subjects of relief and providing service to the greopl

A To execute plans to protect the leles/eloped children all over the country;

ATo provide first aid uniform, bag, knapsack and distribute them amor@p@®0
children who are the members of the Organization;

A To hold painting competitions with the subjeéttean weather;

A To hold walking program on the occasion of clean earth day;

A To participate in the religious ceremonies;

A To prepare invitation card for needful children for benefaction ceremony;

A To pay visit to the old people and give flowers to them;

40

41

Some of which are: Cultural Association of Publishers of Child and Adolescent Book, Association of
Child and Adolescent Book Authors, the Institute for IntellatDevelopment of Children & Young
Adul t s, Il ran Association of Portrayers of Chil d

Book,

Devel opment, Association of Childrends Rights Protecti

Adol es cent €hildFoundaton, &hildiBoak Council, Research Institute of History of

Child Literature, and Librarian House of Child and Adolescent.

Some 300 publishers are active in the Islamic Republic of Iran to publish books for the children and
adolescents. Annillg more than 100 books are published in this regard.
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A To play puppet show for training proper behavior to the children;

A To hold painting competitions with the subject of benefaction ceremony and give
gifts to the needful people;

A To clean seashores and nature in the clean earth day;

A To hold kite festival by the dldren (child day);

A To give educational story books to the children in book day;

A To give flower by the children to the n@moking cars on the occasion of clean day;
A To clean mountains and do mountaiimbing together with family;

ATo hold sport competitits and programs for the physical health and safety of the
children;

A To execute plan of helping others by the children throughout the country.

Educational activities:
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A To publish educational books for the children regarding humanism and humanitarian
law;

ATo hold necessary training workshops in relation with the nature, environment, to
provide service to the people, to respect the old people and preserving citizenship
rights;

ATo provide trainings on providing service and humanism towards the children
throughsongs, games and competitions;

A To execute relief and savimyaneuvers

A To execute earthquake amaneuvemy the children and training to seek shelter at
the time of earthquake;

A To practice saving the supposed wounded by the children;

A To show earthquakelis and methods of seeking shelter;

A To hold earthquake time program in the yard of kindergartens;

A To offer training CD with the subject of cities sky;

A To show animations regarding harms of the cars and contaminators;

A To train children to cleanly presertie environment;

A To do walking and play puppet shows concerning addiction and drugs;

A Symbolic walking of the children in the city to show dislike towards tobacco
products;

A To burry cigarette in a symbolically by the children on the occasion of a day withou
tobacco products;

A To hold first aid training classes;
A To visit fire stations and introduction to fire department telephone number;
A To introduce the children to firefighting in Fire Fighting Day;

ATo play educational puppet shows using anifikal dresseswith different subjects
of humanism and helping others;

A To hold training classes on selid for the parents of the children;



CRC/C/IRN/3-4

A To train respecting and honoring the old people;
A Introduction to the traffic light in Police Day;
A To execute a special programhafalth, safety and sport for two days.

188. The children residing in the Juvenile Correction Center can choose to participate in
one of technical and vocational courses. The courses are provided as extra colloquium and
do not replace or interfere with formal wedhtion. The children may choose between
pottery, electricity, carpentry, autoechanics, agriculture, doll making, mostie
working, hair dressing, and computer. Trainings in these courses/workshops are provided
based on standards of the State Techmind Vocational Trainings Organization, affiliated

to the Ministry of Labour. The following table indicates the number of participants in such
courses in the Tehran Juvenile Correction Center in-2@04

Field Participants
1 Constructional Electricit 62C
2 Hair Dressin 80C
3 Potter 1,10C
4 Compute 74C
5 Mosaictile Working 52t
6 Carpentr 25(
7 Greenhouse Agricultu 88(
8 Doll Making 29C

189. Also, most of the State Juvenile Correction Centers are equipped with a swimming
pool, multipurpose spottalls (for indoor football, volleyball, basketball, handball, table
tennis, body building and wrestling). The centers are also equipped with libraries, hold
bookreading sessions, arrange recreation camps and trips, fairs and festivals, religious and
national feasts and ceremonies, and film show. The children may take part in sport/athletic
competitions and events. The art programs of the Center include theater, song, music and
painting. The training courses are sherm (maximum 2 months), due to thectfahe
number of children in the center is changing/floating and they are usually in the centers for
short periods.

190. Almost in every center, there is a monthlyhouse newsletter to be published with

the close cooperation and involvement of children. Ass¢hnewsletters are intended to
help children staying in the centers to have their voices heard, members of editorial board
and editofin-chief are selected from the children and all the contents and the preparatory
works of these newsletters are donehy ¢hildren.

191. In 1997, the Tehran Juvenile Correction Center, for the first time, set up a City
Council in the Center. It aims at promoting sedteem and responsibility among children

by encouraging their active participation in conducting the domef&ticsaof the Center. It

also intends to prepare children for a democratic life in the Society. Every 6 months the
children elect democratically the members of the Council as well as the mayor of the
Center. The Council has several committees, includingnuittees on Service, Health,
Cultural Affairs and Sport.
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VIIL.

A.

Specialprotection measures

Protection of children in special circumstances, including armed
conflicts and situations of emergencya(ts. 22 and 38)

192. Article 4 of the Military Service Actstates that all males of 19 years old are
summoned to complete the military service (conscriptibmccordingly, all Iranian
healthy males who attain the age of conscription are obliged to complete military service.
Those who cannot perform military agties, due to medical grounds will be excused from
the military service. Students, while still studying, will not be summoned till the time they
finish. There is not any military service for females in Iran.

193. According to theArticle 16 paragraph (i) ofhie Act of 1982 on the Statute of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the minimum age for active participation in Basij and
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps is 16 years. It worth mentioning, Basij consists of
voluntaries that are entrusted with a wide g responsibilitiesArticle 35 of the said

Act), including participation in aid and rescue operations or assisting people in natural
disasters/emergencies.

194. Based on the above Acts, one can conclude that the minimum age for a person to be
enlisted in thearmed forces is full 16 years. This, however, do not mean that they are
allowed to participate in armed activities. The minimum age of 16 is required only for
entering into the military training centers in a manner that the graduates will be prepared to
take charge of military professions. The required age for the general military service is full
18 years or the beginning of 19 years of age.

195. 1In 2010, the Islamic Republic of Iran signed pgtional Rotocol tothe Convention
on the Rights of the Childn the involvement o€hildren in armedonflict.

196. For children living in watwrecked areas or directly affected by armed conflicts the
relevant governmental bodies, including the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of
Education, the State Welfare Organizationd athe Ministry of Interior, have taken
numerous measures to ensure their safety or to reduce their distress. For instance, the State
Minesweeping Center, in the Ministry of Defense, in close cooperation with the relevant
governmental and negovernmental bdies, including the Ministry of Education, the
Office of Disabilities Prevention, affiliated to the State Social Welfare Organization as well
as the Iranian Red Crescent Society, holds training sessions and public awareness
campaigns to ensure the safatyd security of children from the effects of armed conflicts,
particularly dangers arising from landmines, shells and other explagwasants of war
(Annex VIII). The courses, which are mostly offered in schools, are so designed to increase
the general kowledge of children, living in border regions and areas which were once
battlefields or under the military attacks of the Iragi army, of these items, their dangers and
the proper methods to confront them. Some books, such as the ahe §itléé Life beiles

Minesd are also published by the Center and its partners.

197. Similarly, measure were taken to alleviate physical, psychological and emotional
distress of children in armed conflicts, relevant governmental bodies, including the Ministry
of Education, theState Welfare Organization and Ministry of Internal Affairs, have taken
numerous measures. For example, during and after the Iragi war against Iran in 1980s, the
Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults, affiliated to the
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However, based on Article51 of the Constitution, the government has to provide general military
training for all people, in a manner that all people could be able to defend the country. Tivegg3rai
are giving mostly in high schools.
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Ministry of Education took measures to maintain its regular services, including cultural and
art programs, to children who were living in warecked regions. In fact, the Institute has
made arrangements to provide children living in regions in emergency gitwaitio its
services through the mobile centers.

198. For children who have lost their guardians permanently or provisionally due to
situations of emergency or armed conflicts, the State Welfare Organization has established
guastfamily sections in its care ceaars in order to admit such children. These sections give
services to all admitted children, irrespective of their religion, nationality and race. The
children will be admitted simply upon the order of the judicial authority. Likewise, the
foreign nationalchildren will be admitted if the judicial authority so orders. Currently,
many lIraqi, Afghan and Pakistani refugee children are under care system of the
Organization throughout the country. They benefit from the same care and treatment as the
Iranian childen.

199. As a matter of fact, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has made all
necessary steps to allow refugee children to enroll in schools, take part in all social and
cultural activities and receive services in the various fields includinghhealtication and
leisure activities. For this end, it also supports activities carried out by the UNHCR and the
NGOs.

To promote physical and psychological recovery and social
reintegration of a child victim of; any form of neglect, exploitation,
or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment; or armed conflicts @rt. 39)

200. The Social Welfare Organization has taken different measures to protect the child
labour and street children. For instance, it formulater Directive on Street Children to
orchestrate national activities concerning street children. The Directive, which was
approved by the Cabinet in 2005, covers the activities done by different ministries and
governmental bodies, including the Ministry ofisfice, the Ministry of Health, and
Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Internal affairs, Organization of National Security, Health
Insurance Organization, municipalities and police. It intends to protect and support children
under the age of 18 who live irrasgts. They may still be in touch with their families/legal
guardians or not.

201. As the first and a decisive step it started in 1999, with cooperation of other
organizations, to identify, discern and accommodate street children and child labour in
order to potect them from possible social harms. It also statiedPlan to settle at least
20,000 street children in appropriate shelter houses (2001), launched the Health Guesthouse
Plan for street children and child labours, and set up The Child Help Line)(2002

202. The Organization also focused on strengthening the family foundation of street
children and the child labours. It, thus, started helping them financially by providing credit
loans to the families of the street children and child labour, above 150ldamsho seek

for jobs.It also provides them with free training courses on professional skills through the
State Technical and Vocational Trainings Organization.

203. The Social Welfare Organization has also paid education allowance to the children

of the famiies under its protection scheme to encourage them to continue their education.

In the same line, it has established special centers/shelter houses to admit and accommodate
street children and child labours that are without guardians or have incompetetiags.

Apart from accommodation, the centers provide social, psychological, medical, health and
nutrition, educational, training and vocational services to all street children and child
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labours. The competent authorities of the Judiciary pay regulds visithe centers and
supervise the provided services and the conducts towards children.

204. The number of the centers increased from 34 in 2004 to 42 in 2006. They admitted
14,269 and 403 children in 2004 and 2006 respectively. Nine other shelter houses we
also established in the context of the Health Guesthouse Project to secure the protection and
care of street children and those children who work in the streets, as well as to increase
their professional and training skills. In 2005, about 784 chilth@re been admitted in

these Guesthouses and&B children have received their services. In 2006 the number of
the admitted children and those who received services increased to the numB48 aint

6,995, respectively.

205. To help street children, Iranigolice has established counseling aadia working
in its stations.These units provide the children who are victims of crimes or children in
conflict of law with counseling and social working services.

Table 20
Counseling and Social Working Services Ben in the Police Stations 2009

Service Recipients Social Working Unit Counseling Unit
1 Children maladjusted with parents 1,20z 1,46E
2 Children maladjusted with sisters and brothers 501 23¢
3 Emotionatphysical abuse of children by parents 7C 297
4 Exceeding expectations of the parents of their chil 83 33¢€
5 Lack of sense of responsibility 14¢ 16¢
6 Family with bad guardian 107 132
7 Undisciplined family 77 67
8 Authoritative family 3t 17¢
9 Child abuse 27 9
10 Discrimination amonghildren 61 117
Table 21
Children at Police Stationsi 2009
Escaping home 287
Street children 17
Problems concerning child adoption 424
Problems relating to custody 16€

206. Article 72 of Criminal Procedure Act and Children and Adolescents Protection Act
foresee the possibility of taking civil and criminal actions against the perpetrator(s) where a
child or an adolescent suffers from physical harms or he/she has been abused in
commitments of other crimes. The court may determine temporary legal guardians
according to the saidirticle to protect rights of the child and adolescent who has been
victim of neglect or a crime by the parents or legal guardians.

207. The Judiciary is determined to investigate any case of abuse. The abusers or
perpetrators may either Bamily members, or those that the victim child is entrusted to
their care or anybody who has some sort of access to the child. In cases where the child is
abused by the parents or guardian, the competent court of law, according to the
circumstances of thease, may decide to order the person responsible for to participate in
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counseling sessions, to take part in behavior training courses, to use social working services
or even to role the incompetency of the parents or guardian to care the child. The social

workers of the State Welfare Organizations, police as well as the prosecutor office receive

reports and follow cases of child abuse.

208. The State Welfare Organization, which runs or oversees Special Care Centers as
well as public and private daycares and aties throughout the country, has a strict policy

to press strong charges against any individual or personnel of the Organization who abuse
children under the care of the organization. As well, the mangers and trainers of the nursery
schools are requirea treport to the Organization as well as the Judiciary any suspicious
case of child abuse cases, when they encounter evidences of a possible abuse at homes or
other places.

209. The Judiciary provides prosecutors, court officers and justice administratioffisbailif
with the necessary trainings. They are trained of the delicacy child situations in
investigation concerning child abusarticle 1173 of the Civil Code requires the public
prosecutor to request the civil courts to make decision on the qualificaticcoammetence

of the parents or legal guardians of a child, in cases where social workers or judicial
investigators provide sufficient evidence that they are incompetent to maintain, care and
provide education for the child.

210. The National Body of Conventiomdhe Rights of the Child and the Judiciary of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, with the cooperation of UNHE and universities, have held
fiinter-Religion Conference on Prohibition of Violence against Childrenuse religious
beliefs and teachings as we# the influence that religious leaders have in the Society to
confront violence against children. The Conference was a reiteration on the Kyoto
Declaration on Confronting Violence and Advancing Shared Security (2006) and provided
an opportunity to once agmsurface for consideration the question of violence against
children and practical mechanisms and solutions suggested by religious leaders to solve the
problem. Religious leaders show their commitments in assisting the development of the
culture of prohbition of violence against children. The Conference decided to establish a
permanent secretariat to pursue this goal and to hold falfpmweetings.

211. Since 2002, when the Head of Judiciary issued a circular to establish the special
Department for Safeguardy Rights of Women and Children in the Judiciary, branches of
the Department have been set up in all provinces of the country. They are entrusted with
responsibility to provide support for all families, women and children either they are
accused of or faud guilty of a crime or are victims of a crime. The said Circular also
emphasized on providing necessary trainings for the judges and using such trained judges in
the courts hearing cases which involve women and children.

Table 22
Visitors/Coming Clients (Children and Women) to the Department of Protecting
Rights of Women ard Children in Provincesi 20052008

Numbe Numbe

Province of Case Province of Case

1 East Azerbaijan 35¢ 16 Fars 1,931
2 West Azerbaijan 9,14 17 Ghazvin 5,85¢
3 Ardabil 7,92z 18 Ghom 16,691
4 Esfahan 9,50¢ 19 Kurdistan 1,71C
5 Elam 214 20 Kerman 4,051
6 Booshehr 6,34C 21 Kermanshah 8,39¢
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Numbe Numbe

Province of Case Province of Case
Tehran 1,24z 22 Kohgiluyeh &Boyerahmad 7,27C
Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari 2,654 23 Golestan 3,932
South Khorasan 1,87 24 Gilan 592

10 Khorasan Razavi 2,008 25 Lorestan 11¢
11 North Khorasan 5,64¢ 26 Mazandaran 8,60¢
12 Khuzestan 16,89¢ 27 Markazi Newly
Establishe

13 Zanjan 3,994 28 Hormozgan 2,25k
14 Semnan 89t 29 Hamedan 2,48¢€
15 Sistan & Baluchistan 30401 30 Yazd 1,58¢
Total 164,58C

212. The State Welfare Organization has taken a wide range of measures to support street
children, child labours and other children at risks. It has employed all available resources
and joined with all relevant or interested partners, including UNIGBFprotect and
improve the situation of these children. Part of these measure and activities are highlighted
in the following box:
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ATo prepare the national program to prevent child abuse with -sagdtional
cooperation;

ATo prepare guidelines of treatingnildren at healtiireatment centers for health
personnel;

ATo provide communication tools for improving family relations, including
educational stories, brochures & educational films;

ATo determine a day as the Day of Chilbuse Prevention to make the peopl
sensitive to chilehbuse and draw the attention of people for more protection of
programs in this regard,;

ATo train parents and teachers (PTAs) in the field of communication tools that helps
improve the relations and prevent ckilduse;

A To provide infornation to the national mass media and make them sensitive to child
abuse;

ATo increase capabilities of specialized forces who provide services to the target
groups in the field of recognition of child abuse and how to manage and control it
(in 2005 and 2006two training workshops were held to train recognition of child
abuse and provide services to the victims at Chabahar for 120 employees of Health
Treatment Organization, and for training some trainers in this regard.);

ATo establish an specialized center fooviding psychological health services to the
abused children at Bandar Abbas Children Hospital;

ATo establish telephone help line for assisting the children and providing
consultations and other services to the target group;

Aln 1999, the Social Injure®ffice of the State Social Welfare Organization has
prepared and implementd i n 16 pr ov Cantereo6Redodnitionprida n o f
Substitution of Street Childrén This plan aimed at preventing the exploitation,
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abuse and misuse of the street childred as result, decreasing their injuries and
providing them with basic requirements (shelter, food, health and recreation);

A To prepare a bjaw on settling the street childrém 2005, to prevent any form of
exploitation, abuse, torture, violence and degthéestreet children, and to legalize
the issue of protecting and organizing them, was ratified by the board of ministers on
17 July 2006 and is under execution right now. As per thialy all the concerned
bodies, including Ministry of Justice, Munigifity, Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs, Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education, Social Security
Organization, L.R.I.B. (TV & Radio), the Red Crescent Society, Ministry of
Education and Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation, are engaged imiangg the
street children. According to this Hgw, a number of 49 centers are active
throughout the country and some,AD4 persons in the last year, and more than
11,000 persons in the previous year have been covered by this program. This activity
has been executed since 1999 by the governmental aongovernmental
organization;

ATo cooperate with noegovernmental organizations; some rgovenmental
organi zat i dOmsl ,Mehs Eoandatiol providle professional trainings
togethe with on warm meaf or  dGirls Health Hdmé a mjdredANomen
Rehabilitation Centér offer professional trainings in the fields of accounting,
computer, flower making, cooking, a&ll as life and social skills;

ATo establish an specialized center at Bandar Abbasli@hilHospital to provide
psychological health services to the abused children;

ATo specify a telephone help line to help the children and provide counseling and
other services to the target group;

ATo establish specialized centers; the State Social Welfagan@ation has had
appropriate effects in prevention of the worst forms of child labour (putting special
stress on the girls) in Iran through establishing and operating the below centers and
executing general and professional trainings for the injurdsl @yjid women:

ACenter of intervention in crisis (social emergency): this center provides
psychology and consultation services to those girls and women who have
faced social problems. The personnel of this center attempt, in the first stage,
to return the gis to their homes and if it is impossible, the girls stay for
21days in this center. Thereafter, they are sent to Girls HealtiseHor
rehabilitation programs;

A Girls Health House: those girls who are exposed to harm are sent to this
center. They shoulde above 14 years old. If it is impossible to return them
to their families, they will be kept in these houses with foattsthing and
academic studies;

A Rehabilitation and kempowering centers for injured women and girls;

A Re-empowering centers: thosengle girls who lack criminal records are
entitled to live at these centers with appropriate facilities. They will be
provided firstly with general trainingand then professional trainings;

A Rehabilitation centers: those women who have faced social probwms
live at rehabilitation centers with appropriate facilities. They will receive
different professional and employment programs.

213. The Tehran Municipality has also taken steps to support street children and child
labours. It has, for instance, tried teeidify these children, to provide supports to children
in need and to protect children at risks, to support street children and child labour to
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continue their education. It also established close connections with the State Social Welfare
Organization andhe Child Foundation in order to introduce children with bad guardian or
children in need to these organizations.

C. Legal andjudicial protection of children (art. 40)

214. Article 37 of the Constitution andrticle 177 of Act of Procedure of Public and
Revoldion Courts in Criminal Matters underline the legal principle that all individuals
should be presumed innocent before a court of law, until proven guilty. As will be shown in
the following pages, this principle along with the principle of-netnoactivity of laws are

the cardinal principles of the whole justice system and the basis of judgments rendered by
all courts, including those hearing cases against individuals under the age of 18. No case of
infringement of these principles has been reported.

215. Accordng to Article 38 d the Constitution andArticles129 and 197 of Penal
Procedure Act, no one can be forced to confess or to testify against himself/herself. Such a
confession or testimony is not valid and the violator of this rule is liable for prosecutio
under the provisions ofArticle 578 of the Islamic Punishments Act. The justice
administration bailiffs are also properly trained to know that forcing the accesgecially
children and adolescents, to confess or give evidence is prohibited.

216. Also, as nost of the proceedings are held in the presence of parents or legal guardian
of the child and his/her attorney it is practically impossible to force a child to confess or
give testimony against himself/hersefirticle 38 of the Constitution andrticle 129 of

Penal Procedure Act and Note Aoticle 236 of Civil Procedure Act proscribe forcing a
witness (child or adult) to give evidence if he/she refuses to do so. Mordotiele 155 of

Penal Procedure Act holds that a witness should be mature.

217. In caseswhere there is an allegation against a child, the justice administration
bailiffs and police are required to immediately inform judicial authorities and take
appropriate measures to bring the accused child before the judge. At a time other than
working hous, they are required to release the child upon the pledge made by
parents/guardians to bring the child to the court when he/she is called for.

218. Articles219, 220, 221, 223, and 224 of the Criminal Procedure Act of 1999 require
all judicial authorities, whn considering the crimes committed by a child, to properly
explain the charges against him/her (in a way that they are understarwdtie/her).

I nf or mi n ¢ paremte/guardiansl isdndt legally sufficient. The child should be also
given opportunig to defend him/herself in his own word if he/she so wishes. The child is
summoned for investigations or presence in the courts through the legal guardian, in order
to give them opportunity to take any legal protection that they wish or to all legatidacili

for the best interests of the child. In the process of investigation, if it is not necessary to

keep the child in custody, he/she willberetke@s on bai | or spledgethe t he guardi
child will be brought back when summoned by the judicial aitiee. Additionally,

Article 220 of Penal Procedure Act requirestbewcr t s, when coeoffenceder i ng a chi
to call t h s legalguardigretal attendh thel cduét in personal or appoint him/her

an attorney. If they fail to do so, the cousgif will appoint an attorney for the child.

219. According toArticle 202 of Penal Procedure Act, the cases of alleged commission

of crimes by children and adolescents are not heard in courts if the child needs translator
and none is present in the court.this regard, the Office of Official Translators of the
Judiciary, based on the Act of 1937 on Translating Statements and Deeds in the Courts and
Notaries, and the relevant executive directives of the Judiciary is responsible to provide the
necessary trareor to the courts.
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220. According toArticles 219 231 of Penal Procedure Act, to consider the crimes of the
children and adolescents up to the age of 18, falls within the jurisdiction of the juvenile
courts. They have exclusive competence to hear all cases tieeaccused was under the

age of 18 at the time of the commission of the crime. Accordingly, in cases where the
prosecution is occurring when the accused is above 18, the juvenile court still has the
competence. Pursuant to Note 2Aaficle 219, if thee is any accused person under the age

of 18 among a group of accused persons whose cases are under consideration by other
courts, his/her case must be separated and sent to the juvenile court for consideration. No
other courts are not even entitled to heases of accomplices or accessories that are under
the age of 18. Their crimes will be considered only by the juvenile court.

221. Similarly, all the crimes, which according tarticle 5 of the Act of 1994 on
Establishment of Public and Revolutionary Cough Wwithin the inherent jurisdiction of

the revolutionary courts, will be heard by the juvenile courts if the perpetrator is under the
age of 18.

222. Furthermore, according to the Note 1Adicle 219 of Penal Procedure Act and the

Note 3 toArticle 3 of the Amendment Act of 2002 on the Establishment of Public and
Revolutionary Courts, crimes committed by children (under puberty age) shall be
considered directly by the court; it is not necessary to file it in the prosecution office and
issue a bill of indictmet. As a result, the proceedings will be carried out promptly. The
only exception is where the prosecutor recognizes that has to investigate other aspects of
the crime®

223. Considering the vulnerability of children and the unwanted effects that the
prosecutn may have on his/her futurgrticle 225 of Penal Procedure Act states that only
the legal guardian of the child, the attorney, the witnesses, the informants, and the
representative of the Juvenile Correction Center are allowed to be present in thveheourt

it is hearing a case against a child. The violators shall be prosecutedAigder648 of

the Islamic Punishment Act and will be sentenced from 31 days to 1 year of confinement
and up to 6 million Rials of monitory penafty.

224. In addition, practial measures have been taken that prosecutor office and judicial
authorities to consider cases concerning children and adolescents as quickly as possible.
Any delay in investigations/proceedings is reported relevant authorities, including the
Women and Chiren Rights Protection Departments, to take protective medSures.
Article 222 of the Penal Procedure Act also requires the Judicial Guidance and Aid Units in
the Judiciary to actively assist and support all children and their guardians.

225. The safeguards praed by law for judicial processing, prosecution and hearing
cases where a child is accused of committing a crime are highlighted in the following box.
They are intended to guarantee a fair hearing by competent, independent and impatrtial
authority or judi@al body, in the presence of legal or other appropriate assistance:

A Necessity of establishing special court and differential procedure:

Article 219 and the Note téwrticle 220 of Penal Procedure Act state that all crimes
committed by the mature personsden the age of 18 shall be considered by the
juvenile court as per the public provisions.
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However, all of the cases involving the crimes committed by those children who are 18 but have
reached puberty are initiated in the prosecution office and after the issuance of the bill of indictment,
are sent tahe juvenile court to be proceeded upon.

No violation of this provision has yet been reported.

Apart from monthly reports, cases pending over 2 months are particularly reported to the Deputy of
the Justice Department of the relevant province, wherease is heard, for further consideration.
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A Norii public proceedings:

The crimes committed by the children are considered in closed sessions in order to
preserve their identities and secrets so that nobody arseithem in the future.

ANecessity of sparents, guardian omaftorneyh i | d 6

As the children, being charged with accusations and attending the court as the
accused, are afflicted with mental/spiritual injuries, they need to receive spanilal
emotional supports. The legislator has ensured this supgdhe presence of the

¢ h islgdaédian or attorneyAfticle 220 of Penal Procedure Act). Also, when
considering the crimes committed by the children, the preparations are made for
social wokers, including those working with juvenile correction center, judicial
complexes, State Social Welfare Organization and social emergency, and in case of
necessity, the expertise opinions of the specialist physicians, psychologists and
forensic medicine @anization are used.

A Necessity of keeping child in juvenile correction center:

With regard to Notes 1 and 2 Afticle 224 of Peal Procedure Act, if it is necessary

to keep the child for taking investigations or preventing collusion, or the child lacks
the guardian, or his/her guardian or other person refuses to give security, the accused
child shall be provisionally kept in the juvenile correction center until the issuance
and execution of the court verdict. Moreover, those convicts under the age of 18
shall serve their sentence in the juvenile correction center.

A Making personality file for the child:

There is an implicit reference Hrticle 222 of Penal Procedure Act to the formation
of a personality file for the child. It is necessary to mention ti&afpsychology and
advice unit of the juvenile correction center is obliged to open a personality file for
the child.

A Non-observation of principle ofjj d ¢ éagk termination:

The pr i nc.isptask termihation stadeg thdt if the a judge complédtes t
proceedings and issues his verdict, he is no longer entitled to review the verdict,
except for the cases, such as restitution of procedure or commutation of punishment
that have been provided for by the law. This principle is not observed in relation to
the verdicts issued on the crimes committed by the children, because the decisions
made on the children are not of punishing nature, to be final and unchangeable;
rather, they are of educational nature. It is likely that the court, when issuing its
judgment, could not recognize what effects its decision will have in the education of
the criminal child. So, the judge may, after issuing his verdict, review his decision.
(Article 229 of penal procedure Act)

226. The Supreme Court takes the best interest of the iclho account when it interprets

and applies laws in cases where a child is accused or a child in involved. The following
three sample cases (case numbers 651, 668 and 687) indicate how by the judges of the
Supreme Court has fully considered the vulbkatatus of the children when applying the

law. The case law of the Supreme Court is of utmost importance in the Iranian legal system,
since they are considered as binding precedents for lower courts (trial and appeals courts).

A PrecedenNo. 651, date®5th October 2000 of the full bench of the Supreme Court:
this verdict was issued pursuant to the dispute over the jurisdiction of the juvenile
court to consider drug crimes. According to this verdict, whereas the juvenile court
has been established toitraand edify the children, and their physical and mental
characteristics and principle of ndiability of criminal children requires the
legislator, observing the rule of protection of offender, to establish an especial court
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to consider all their crimeghe juvenile court is competent to consider the drug
crimes committed by the persons under the age of 18 years;

A PrecedenNo. 668, dated 6th October 2004 of the full bench of the Supreme Court:
this verdict was issued since there were different judgnmmtie jurisdiction of the
juvenile court to hear the claim of insolvency to pay the object of claim, i.e.-blood
money. As per this verdict, the juvenile court is competent to consider the
insolvency claim of the persons under the age of 18 years;

A PrecedenNo. 687, dated 23th May 2006 of the full bench of the Supreme Court:
this verdict was issued to settle the dispute on the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
over the crimes deserving punishments of retaliation, death, sto@inglife
imprisonment, as weas the press and political crimes. Relying on this verdict, the
crimes committed by the children and adolescents deserving punishments of
retaliati on,,lifdenprisdmmentshalbbe considereddy the Province
Appeal Court, named in thiggard as Province Criminal Court.

227. The competent courts usually use alternative punishments in place of jail times when
the accused is a child. Some examples in this regard are mentioned in following box. In all
these cases, the courts used the flexilslitié the existing laws to substitute alternative
punishments for imprisonment.

A Casel

Verdict no.: 167/908 issued by 45Bench of Public Court of Mashha8pecial
Court for Children & the Juveniles

With respect to accusations of NMiahdi L., 15yearold, having been charged with

the act of illegal purchase and trafficking 3¢«
report, di scovery of opium and the accusedos
physical transportation of opium to the city of Mashhad, the {Casgertained that

the attributed offense has been committed, @m the strength of paragrapghand 5

of Law on Amendments of the Law of Campaign Against Drugs, taking into

consideration the report of Social Worker of Juveniles Correction & Rehabilitatio

Center, also on the strength of the contents of Convention on Rights of the Child and

by application of prison punishment alternative measures, and with due observance

of article22 of Islamic Punishment Code, the accused is sentenced to provide

communit services in an Elderly Caring Center for a period of 3 months.

ACase 2

Verdict no.: 611 issued by 20102nd Bench of I[RuBourt of TehrarSpecial Court
for Children & the Juveniles

With regpect to accusations against NiyasK,18-yearold of deliberate
commission of the act of battery assault with knife, based on the police report and
statements of the accused and the testimony of witnesses, the Court is ascertained
the accused is guilty of those offenses and on the strengthid&269 of Islamic
Purishment Code and having taken into consideration the condition of the accused
and the other parties involved in the case, the accused is sentenced to 1 year of
i mprisonment, yet, since the complainant wit hi
remorse and ki lack of any past criminal records, therefore, on the strength of
article 25 of the said code his sentence is suspended for a period of 3 years and on
the strength oérticle29 of the same aforesaid code the accused is ordered to report
to the counselingenter of the Welfare Organization every two weeks for a period of

3 months during the suspension of punishment to receive counseling for behavioral
and mindset modification.
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ACase 3

Verdict no.: 459, issued by 21102Bé&nch of Public Court of Tehra®pedal Court
for Children & the Juveniles

With respect to discovery of stolen properties from the accused (the child) and his
statements during the course of investigations in regard to thei@ppdinted
Attorney and restoration of the stolen propertieskliadhe owners and forgiveness

of the accused by the compl ainant and
illiteracy, the Court rules that the child should be kept under the care of Correction
and Rehabilitation Center at least for a sufficient periotinoé for completing the

basic literacy courses and obtaining his certificate.

AcCase 4

Verdict no.: 1423 issued by 2102Be&nch of Public Court of Tehre®pecial Court
for Children & the Juveniles

With respect to accusations of MMahnazF., 15yearold, in the matter of
committing the act of theft, on account
declares she is mentally disabled and also according to the opinion given by
psychologists of Juveniles Correction & Rehabilitation Center which confirms the
accusedds ment al retardation, t hdtheCour t
absence of 0 ihemeord elment efeoffensed meanwhile, the Court

rules that upon her release, she should be sent to and kept under the care of the
Admission and Cordination Center of Tehran Welfare Organization.

AcCase 5

Verdict no.: 397 issued by 2102nd Bench of Public Court ofaii$ipecial Court
for Children & the Juveniles

Fatemeh is an 18earold female who is charged with fornication on the grounfds

the lawe n f o r ¢ e me meport andd har owa expréss admission of guilt at the
first stage, while had later denied the accusation in her last défenard thus the
accusation of fornication was not substantiated by the trial. Nevertheless,
considering her iitial admission at the first stage of investigation, and her several
previous records, she has been sentenced to 3 years of imprisonment, on the strength
of articles16 and 68 of Islamic Punishment Code. Having regard to her financial
hardship, homelessresemorse and her plea for an opportunity to have a life with
dignity, her sentence is suspended for a period of 5 years on the condition that she
completes six months of community service in a facility for mentally retarded
children affiliated to the Wére Organization, and that she would remain under the
protection of the Welfare Organization afterwards. This ruling remained open to
appeal

ACase 6

Based on file classification no.: 5% Tehran Children and the Juvenile Special
Court

According to policereport, three 1-§earold teenagers were sent to the Court to be
tried for the accusation of participating in the commission of an act of theft. After
having performed investigations on the case, the Court ascertained the commission
of the act of theft, gt, since the complainant withdrew his complaint, and they had
already returned the stolen property back to the owner, the Court issued an
injunction on permanent stay of prosecution; in the meantime, form the viewpoint of
public aspects of the offense,daon the strength of the Islamic Punishment Code,
the offenders are sentenced to two days of imprisonment during the weekends for a
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period of 3 months, in order to avoid framnt er r upt i on attdndimghe def endan
in the school. This ruling may be subtjeo appeal.

ACase 7

File classification no.: 317/32/79, of 328&nch of Public Court of TehraSpecial
Court for Children & the Juveniles

Having considered the contents and records of the file and report of the Drugs and
Narcotics Police, and the disary of 23 packages of heromveighting 8 grams

from a 13yearold girl who following the orders of her stepmother has been
distributing narcotics, the Court has ascertained her guilt. Yet, and since, according
to the opinion of the Legal Medical Examirtee accused is not ascertained to have
reached the age of majority and the matter of her majority is doubted by the Court,
the Court recognizes her as a minor and thus declares its judgment to the effect of
acquittal of the accused from her criminal ressbility. Nevertheless, based on the
reports of the social worker and psychologist of the Correction & Rehabilitation
Center and the abuse and negligence committed by her parents and stepmother, and
the consequential negative effects of this situatiotheraccused, she is released to

the custody of Correction & Rehabilitation Center for a period of 18 months for the
purpose of her maintaining, correction and educating; following which she will be
sent to the Welfare Organization for further correctioth @ducation.

ACase 8

Verdict no.: 289, 2102nd Bench of Public Court of TekBpecial Court for
Children & the Juveniles

Kazem, is a 1%earold boy, who is charged with deliberate battery and assault.
With respect to report of the police and statementthefcomplainant and of the
accused during the investigations and, with r
admission (confession) of guilt, the Court ascertained that the accused is guilty of
the offense. Yet, having regard to unconditional withdrawahefcomplaint by the
complainant, the Court issues an injunction on permanent stay of prosecution.
Nevertheless, from the viewpoint of public aspects of the offense and since his
offense was disruptive to public order and with respect to the severitg bbttery

and assault inflicted upon the complainant, having taken into consideration that the
accused is a computer science student who attends the last year of his high school
studies, for the sake of avoiding from any disruption of his curriculum, awishdn

regard to his guilty plea, on the strengthadticle 269 of Islamic Punishment Code

he is sergnced to twedays imprisonmend on Thursdays & Fridayd during the
weekends for a period of 3 months. The Correction & Rehabilitation Center is to
report his behavior to the Court every 15 days during the course of serving the
punishmentThis ruling may be subject to appeal.

ACase 9
Verdict no.: 251

Examining Authority: 251st Bench of Public Court of Teh&pecial Court for
Children & the Juveniles

With regards to the contents of the file and law enforcementeoffic 6 r epor t
indicating that MrReza, 1#earsold, was an accomplice in committing the act of

theft and his express admission to criminal threatening and being an accessory to the

act of theft, s guilt is ascertained, yet since, he is a senior student of physical
education and his parents are both teachers, considering his family status and lack of

his criminal records and expressing remorse in addition to unconditional withdrawal
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of complaint ly the complainant, he is sentenced to providing athletic services for
delinquent children 20 hours peeek for a period of six months during his school
free time in the Correction & Rehabilitation Center.

ACase 10

Verdict no.: 459th issued by Public Cowift TehranSpecial Court for Children &
the Juveniles

Having taken into consideration the contents of the file and arguments of the Court
Appointed Attorney who represented the accused child, and with respect to the
illiteracy and the minority status of thaccused child in the matter of his
participation in the act of theft, and in view of the fact that the stolen property have
been returned back to the owner and the complainant withdrew the complaint, the
Court rules that the minority status of the accushkild discharges him of any
criminal responsibility. But since, receiving education outside of Correction &
Rehabilitation Center is not possible for the accused child, the Court orders that he
should be kept in that Center at least until such time thabmpletes basic literacy
training courses and receives his certificate. The Correction & Rehabilitation Center

is ordered to report the childbs progress

228. The Administration as well as the Judiciary and the Legislative Powgestaken
different measures to reform, as much as possible, the laws and regulations concerning the
children after the accession of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Convention on the Rights
of Child in 1993. One of the most important steps taken waadbption ofArticles219

231 of Penal Procedure Act of 1999. Accordingly, besides allocations of special courts to
hear cases involving children and prosecute crimes committed by children and adolescents,
special rules were laid down on the conditions anoceduralaspects of hearing such
cases.

229. Although the abovementioned law promoted procedural situation of children in
criminal laws, it faces some shortages. Accordingly, a commission was established in High
council of Judicial Development of the Judigiaf the Islamic Republic of Iran by the help

of UNICEF to study the possibility of formulating a comprehensive law concerning
children. The Commission held over 50 sessions from 3rd May 2000 to 19th November
2002. It finally prepared the draft Bill on ¢&ecution of Crimes Committed by Children
and Adolescents which consists of 55 Articies.

230. The draft Bill provides a wide range of protection measure to improve the protection
and situation of the children in conflict of law in the whole system of adnatistr of

justice. It, for instance, provides children and adolescents with differential proceedings,
establishes specialized courts and prosecution office, applies gradual criminal liability
regime to children according to their djdoresees different/mrnative punishments for
crimes committed by children and adolescents, provides required basis for optimum use of
counseling and social services in the cases involving children, and establishes a special
section in police for dealing with issues involvidlgildren and adolescents.
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The Bill is already approved in the Legal Commission of the Administration and is sent to the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Parliament).

Pursuant td\rticles 32 and 33 of this Bill, the ages of chidalr, irrespective of their sex, have been
divided into the following four groups: 1) Up to 9 years old, exeahfrom criminal liability;

2) From 9 to 12 years old, might be subject to trairingrecting measures; 3) 12 to 15 years old,

might be subject ttraining-punishment measures; and 4) 15 to 18 years old, might be subject to
minimized punishments.
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231. The characteristics and specifications of the draft Bill on Prosecution of Crimes
Committed by Children have been highlighted in the following box:

A Establishment of a gradual criminal liability for children and adolescents who a
violating laws:Articles 32 & 33 of the bill are about the judgments and decisions of
the courts on the children and adolescents subject of this Act. It has considered some
differences between various age groups according to the relevant bases. Tbere is
a special punishment or decision for the children under the age of 9 years and they
are exempted from any criminal liability. There is rominal liability for the
children between 9 to 15 years old. There is only a criminal liability for the age
group of 15 to 18 years old based upon their age requirements.

A Different, combined and diverse replies to the crimes of children and adolescences:
the modified social, trainiigorrecting and criminal replies are different attitudes
considered in this billn reply to the crimes of the children. The arrangements
provided for byArticle 32, include social replies, stipulated in the laws, being kept
in the Juvenile Correction Center, and traingogrecting response against any crime
committed by the age groug 12 to 15 years.

APossibility of adjusting & commuting the punishments at different stages of
proceedings and using substitute punishments: accordifgitde 33 of the bill, to
be kept in the Juvenile Correction Center as the minimized punishme rephacsed
the life imprisonment and death sentence for the criminal children and adolescents.
FurthermoreArticle 35 of the bill provides for being kept in the Juvenile Correction
Center as punishment of any crime (especially crimes deserving Hadd an§l Qisas
that falls within the jurisdiction of Province Criminal Court.

A Establishment proceedings system and special bodies for children & adolescents:
Article 3 of the bill states that one or more juvenile court shall be established in the
cities. Article 9 of the bill concerns the appointment of a branch of court and
prosecution office to this endrticles10 and 11 of the bill are respectively about
the special branch of the Province Criminal Court and appeal court to consider the
crimes of the children and alkscentsArticle 51 states the obligation the Judiciary
to provide ASoci al Wor king Serviceso depart me
cities. According toArticle 53 and for good performance of all officers concerned
with persons, subject of the hilk special police for children and adolescents will be
established.

ATo apply restorative justice mechanisms: in addition to the court and prosecution
office who tries to reconcile and settle between the parties, pursuaritdie 16, it
is possible toefer the case to Dispute Settlement Council, Social Workers or other
competent persons who may act as an arbitrator.

ATo provide opportunitymaking replies: different facilities have been stipulated in
this bill, including the possibility of suspending tpeosecution in some crimes,
including those with punishments other than imprisonment or with imprisonment
less than 3 yearg\(ticle 15), possibility of postponing the issuance of the judgment
after proceedings and ascertaining the criminalfyti¢le 25) and possibility of
suspending the execution of the whole or part of the senténeld 41).

A Limiting & providing for measures substituting provisional detention: the obligation
of judicial bailiffs to immediately deliver the arrested children & ad@aszto the
competent judicial authorities as mentioned in NotArtitle 14, primary obligation
of the court or prosecution office to deliver the child or adolescent to their parents or
legal guardian and refraining from issuing a provisional remedyitidign the
issuance any warrant regarding the accused persons who are above 15 years old in
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accordance withArticle 18 of the bill are some of the provisions for limiting any
provisional detention and stipulating substitute measures.

232. As the trial period othe Islamic Punishment Act was expired in 2008, the Bill on
the Islamic Punishment Act was submitted to the Parliament in 2008 by the Judiciary
through the government. In the Bill, children was defined as persons under the age of
18years and divided intthree categories: undiscerning immature (less than 7 years old),
discerning immature (above 7 years old) and mature (above 18 yearduicle (141-1).

The immature children were considered exempt from criminal liabAittidle 141-2).

233. The Judicial andLegal Commission of the Parliament, however, decided to
incorporate the substantive parts of the draft Bill on Prosecution of Crimes Committed by
Children into the first part of the Bill on Islamic Punishment. The procedural part was also
incorporated irto the draft Bill on the Penal Procedure. The ratification process of the new
Islamic Punishment Act was finally finished in March 2012 after its endorsement/approval
Guardians Councff The ratification of the Bill on Penal Procedure is under way. ltills s
before the Legal and Judicial Commission of the Parliament is (aérpele 85 of the
Constitution) for consideration.

234. Article 143 of the new Islamc  Puni s h me nt ImAaure perdorsthaves t hat :
no criminal liabilityo. Article 144 states thahaturity age in girls and boys are respectively

nine and fifteen years according kjri calendar.Article 145 stipulates that regarding
persons over 7 years old who have not yet reached puberty, the decision shall be made to
apply correcting and secuitneasures according to the provisions of this Acticles 87

and 88 foresee that punishments for children and adolescents to decided according to their
ages.

235. In general, according to the new the Islamic Punishment Act, 1) the minimum age
for criminal liability is full 7 years and the age for full criminal responsibility is 18 years,
2) there is no difference between boy and girl in specifying any punishment and 3) the
criminal liability has a gradual nature. Therefore, the children and adolescentsewawve b
divided into three age groups ofl2, 1215 and 1518 for which judicial actions are taken

in accordance with their age.

236. Similarly, the Bill on Protection of Children and Adolescents is formulated and
proposed to remedy the shortcomings of the AcR@d2 on Children and Adolescents as

well as to promote compatibility of the national laws and regulations with some existing
international standards. It provides full protection to children through judicial and social
measures, especially to those whodotims of crimes, at risk or witnesses of crime, who
need special procedure and differential treatment in judicial procedures. It particularly
aggravates punishment of persons who commit crimes against children. The personality and
the age of the victimmay also be aggravating factors.

237. The Bill intends to protect the rights of a group of children and adolescents whose
situation has not yet been properly addressed in existing laws. They include children who
are at risk or victims or witness of crimes, ahdse whose identities have not yet been
registered or ignored for any reason, such as children lacking birth certificates/national 1.D.
Cards or stateless children. The Bill importantly makes protection arrangements to keep the
child in question in the faily. In cases where the competent authorities and the courts
consider it necessary for a child to be separated from the family or removed from a
dangerous place, the arrangements should be done through special procedures. The
following box highlights andexplains some of the specifications and innovations of the
Bill:

48 As the text is in the final stages of proofreading and editing, it is not yet formally in force.
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ADe f i mangegusfsituatiodsind examples thereof:

According to the Bill, a situation is dangerous for a child if it may result in any form
of abuse, neglect, ignorance or exploitatiorttaf child or any other circumstances

in which if legal intervention is not done in favor of the child involved, his/her
physical or psychological health, security, socialization process, education, training
and social status and welfare might be affectetiebin danger.

Affliction of either of the parents or legal guardians to any diseases, behavioral,
mental and personality disorders or contagious incurable bodily diseases, their
imprisonment or their harmful addiction to alcoholic drinks, narcotics g
gambling and their neglect and ignorance of the basic and necessary needs of the
child (such as having a birth certificate or national 1.D Card) are some examples of
dangerous situations. Pimping or establishing prostitution centers by either of the
parents or legal guardians, or being public known for their immorality/ethical
corruption or prostitution are so considered as dangerous situations. Abandoning a
child (for example when the parents get divorce and no one accepts the custody),
depriving a ciid from education or repeated violence against him/her are also as
cases of dangerous situations under the Bill.

A Criminalization and aggravation of punishments of those who commit crimes
against children:

In case where either of the parents or legal gaardf the child commits crime or
abuse towards the child, his/her punishment shall be aggravated. Besides, further
punishments, such as negating custody, competence or guardianship might be
applied. Any form of child abuse, ignoring his/her study stathsanging his/her
identity by any means, exploitation, pornography, selling, buying and trafficking
their body organs, ignoring their special conditions when they marry, neglecting
them whenthey are at risk and exposed to harm, and refraining from pravidin
reports when they are obliged to, have been criminalized in the Bill.

A To establish Protection Units:

Upon approval of the Head of the Judiciary, an appropriate unit will be established
justice departments of each city to further protect the childremdol@scents. They

will run under the supervision of the public prosecutor and consists of social worker,
special police, psychologist, psychiatrist to provide support and protection to
children who have been subject to dangerous situations, or perceiaeticipated
dangers/crimes. The Units will also have branches at Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Health, and Ministry of Labour. In addition, the State Personal Status
Registration Organization is obliged by the time of ratification of the Bill te tak
necessary measures within two years to notify the relevant the Ministry of Education
of the names of those children who have been deprived of education, for
failed/prevented from continuing their education. Also, that organization must
inform the dropowg of the children and adolescents to the Units.

A To provide judicial protection:

The cases concerning children and adolescents are considered promptly and out of
the regular turns. To speed up consideration of cases involving children the Bill
permits, in pecial cases/circumstances, the criminal courts to hear the civil aspects
of a case or to hear simultaneously the criminal and the civil aspects of the case.

A To provide social protection

The Bill foresees that those persons, who have committed crimiestaga created
dangerous situations for children and adolescents, pass special training or therapy
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courses. They might be required to pass special educational, training and skill

courses, to go to a hospital and health center to be treated or overaiot®mar

to refrain from being employed in certain businesses or do an especial profession.
The children and adolescents may be order to be given certain care and supervision
by a physician or psychiatrist or any other persons, decided by the court.

238. The Bill on Protection of Children and Adolescents Lacking Competent Guardian
was formulated in 2008, revised in 2009 and submitted for consideration to the Legislative
power (the Parliament and the Guardian Council). It is yet under deliberations. According
to the bill, Iranian nationals and foreign nationals residing in Iran may take custody of
Iranian children and adolescents. It also ease the existing regulation on child adoption. For
instance, under the Act of 1975 on Protection of Children without Gumrelzech couple is
permitted to adopted only one child. In the Above mentioned Bill adoption of up to
3 children is permitted for eligible couplegvrticle 5 of the Bill, has also eased some
conditions for the applicants to be family relatives of the child.

239. The existing law requires that a child whose parents or legal guardians are not
known to stay under the care of social welfare centers for at least 3 years before being
adopted. This was considered a grace period for finding the parents or guardiangetiowe
the period has created for such children. Accordingly, the period has been reduced to two
years.

240. Part of the new aspects of the Bill on Protection of Children and Adolescents
Lacking Competent Guardian are highlighted in the following box:

A To create niform and consistent practice

The Bill intends to lay down clear rules on adoption and accordingly to create a
uniform and consistent glicial practice in this regart.

A To bring the law to full consistency with the Constitution, Islamic jurisprudence and
children benefits

In Articles 10 and 21 of the Constitution reiterate that the family is the basis. Child
adoption is, thus, a complementary to rather than being an alternative to family. As
there are religious considerations to be taken into account aduating a child, the

Bill so formulated to secure the best interests of the children while taking into
consideration the provisions of Constitution and the Islamic jurisprudence.

A To change child adoption conditions

The Bill considerably changes the existiconditions for a child. For example under
the Act of 1974 the applicants must be residing in Iran and have marital relations.
The new Bill, however, allows the Iranian nationals who are resident of other
countries to adopt children under the supervisibrihe Iran consulates. As well,
single women may adopt girls.

ATo increase age of child adoption
The age of a child to be adopted has increased from 12 years to 16 years.

A To strengthen financial guarantees

49" Accordingly, some family courts do not consider ¢hems on the child adoption for they believe that
the issue falls within the jurisdiction of the public courts. Yet, some other family courts deal with
requests of child adoption.
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Under the law the adopted child is not entitledrtherit from the adopting family.
Articles 14-17 of the Bill have foreseen financial guarantees to secure financial
situation of the adopted child after the decease of the adopting parent(s).

A To strengthen role of State Social Welfare Organization

The BIil requires the State Social Welfare Organization to provide more protection
and support to the children without competent guardians.

A To make arrangements to decrease the time of process of child adoption

Articles 12-14 of the Bill foresee arrangementsdecrease the processing time of
child adoption.

241. The Bill on Penal Procedure has provided additional protection in the justice system
and particularly in the course of judicial investigations. For instance, according to the Bill
interrogating and investigag those women and children under the age of 15 shall be
carried out by trained female investigators/bailiffs, and if impossible, the case shall be sent
to the examining judge in order for further action.

242. The Bill gives arunprecedentebbcus standfor ficivil institutions in cases where a

crime is committed against a child. According to the Bill, civil intuitions which, based on
their statutes, are active in the field of protection of children, may press charges against
those individuals who have alledjg committed crimes children. The said institutions may

also participate in all stages of the proceedings in order to present evidences. They can also
lodge an appeal against courts decisions.

243. The Bill on Penal Procedure places further responsibilitieth@mpublic prosecutors

for protections of children without guardians or with incompetent guardians. It foresees that
in cases where the interdicted person is a child under the age of puberty and his/her
guardians do not take proper actions to protectitjtes of the child, including pressing
charges against the violator, or the child has either no guardians or no access to him, the
public prosecutor or his representative shall take charge to protect the rights of the
interdicted child and prosecute theses criminally.

244. Apart from participating actively in preparing the aforementioned bills, the Judiciary

has taken a wide range of measure to promote the situation of children in justice system and
justice administration. For example, it held training sesrto train/update judges, police

officers, and attorneys, managers of the Juvenile Correction Centers and relevant social
workers of the standards of juvenile justice (some of the courses held between 2005 and
2010 are mentioned in the following tabl@he Head of the Judiciary has also issued

several circulars/directives 0 ensur e r e ssprightstin thegjuvenile gusticeh i | d 6
system as well as to guarantee the smooth and swift flow of cases, involving cHildren

0 Some of these circulars are:
A Circular No.1/78/6933 (11 October 1999) temove imprisonment sentence and issue

appropriate sentences for women and children convicted of committing a crime;

A Circular No.1/80/2050 (28 April 2001) to allocate some branches of public courts to consider
crimes allegedly committed by children;

A Circular No.1/80/3050 (29 April 2001) to refrain from introducing children over 2 years old
along with the accused persons to the prison, and rather, to introduce them to the social welfare
centers;

A Circular No.1/80/3283 (10 May 2001) to underline the tf@n®f criminal children under the
age of 18 years to the Juvenile Correction Centers of Provinces centers;

A Circular No.1/81/18421 (29 December 2002) to establish Department of Protection of Women
and Children Rights in the Judiciary and all provincesubhout the country;
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Table 23
Training
Number of
Title Year Duration Venue participants Objectives
1 Child protecting 2005 2days Tehran 250 To introduce the concerned directors and experts to the na
environment and structure of Child protecting environment
2 Juvenile justice 2005 4days Tehran 30 To introduce the juvenile court judges and university profes
to the juvenile justice
3 Juvenile justice 2005 1 day Zahedan 150 To introduce the province directors and make them sensitiy
to the notion and structure of Child protecting environment
4 Juverile justice 2005 3days Zahedan 40 To introduce the judges, police officers and social workers
to the juvenile justice
5 Juvenile justice 2006 1 day Oroumieh 150 To introduce the province directors and make them sensitiy
to the notion and structure of @t protecting environment
6 Juvenile justice 2006 3days  Oroumieh 50 To introduce the judges, police officers and social workers
to the juvenile justice
7 Juvenile justice 2007 3days Markazi& 40 To promote the knowledge of provinces judges regard
Ghom thejuvenile justice
8 Juvenile justice 2007 4days  Gilan 40 To introduce the judges of province to the juvenile justice
9 Juvenile justice 2009 4days Ahwaz 40 To promote the knowledge of the judges, police officers
andsocial workers regarding thgvenile justice
10 Juvenile justice 2009 4 days Booshehr 30 To promote the knowledge of the judges, police officers
andsocial workers regarding the juvenile justice
11 Restorative justice2009 4 days  Tehran 40 To introduce the juvenile court judges amdversity
professorgo the restorative justice structure and notion
12 Juvenile justice 2007 1 day Hormozgan 150 To promote the knowledge of the judges regarding the stru
and notion of juvenile justice
13 Juvenile justice 2007 4 days Hormozgan 40 To promote the knowledge of the judges regarding the stru
and notion of juvenile justice
14 Child rights 2006 7days Tehran 20 To promote the knowledge of the judges, police officers an
trainers training university professors regarding the chiights and juvenile
justice
15 Juvenile justice 2010 4 days  Tehran 30 To promote the knowledge of the directors of juvenile

correction centers regarding the child rights and juvenile ju
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245,

During past years, in order to have trained judicial officérs,personnel and staff

of the Juvenile Correction Centers which are affiliated to the Judiciary, have been provided
with necessary trainings as to the international regulations concerning the juvenile justice
(Beijing Rules, Riyadh Guidelines as well dwe trelevant regulations for protecting
adolescents deprived from freedom). Also all personnel have been required to participate in
general training courses.

246. Training courses were also held for police officers and personnel with the close
cooperation of UNCEF ** Some of which are highlighted in the following box:

51

A Circular No.1/85/17992 (06 January 2007) to establish Dispute Settlement Councils for children
and use restorative justice mechanisms regarding criminal children
The UNICEF training experts and Office Staff in paid visits to Rallontrol Center (110) and Police
Station 127 of Narmak, Tehran, and the Police Counseling CentéCEM\has also provided over
800books to the police stations.
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A Training workshop for 30 fticers at three stages from 11 July 2004 up to 20 July
2004;

A Training workshop for representatives of deputies and provinces and 160 personnel;

A Training workshop in provices form 2005 up to 2008 and trainingdD police
station heads throughout the country;

A Participation of 4 officers of Police in training workshop in Nepal Education in
2008;

A Training workshop hold jointly by the Judiciary and State Social Welfare
Organkation in Tehran, Hormozgan, Sistan & Baluchistan provinces for 60 officers;

A To hold four retraining courses on juvenile justice for 60 officers introduced by the
provinces and appointing them as the trainers;

A To hold scientifieapplied conferencefdolice and Juvenile Justice (5 A@§09) in
Tehran;

ATo hold 1st Conference of Student, Police, Social Security with the cooperation of
Commander Chahar Mahal & Bakhtiari province police and Education Organization
of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari Province in NovernB008.

National Organizations Dealing with Children in Conflict of Law

247. Apart from the Judiciary, there are several other special organizations and bodies in
Iran which deals with children in conflict of law and those who have found guilty of
committing a crime.. They include the Rehabilitation centers, the Association for Protection
of Prisoners, theDieh (Blood-money) Center, police, the State Social Welfare
Organization; the Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation, the Municipalities and the Iranian
Red Cracent Society and the Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young
Adults, are dealing with children in conflict of law and those who have found guilty of
committing a crime.

248. Judicial authorities, including juvenile court and adolescentsgmution office,
along with the State Prisons Organization (Juvenile Correction Center), Department of
Protecting Rights of Women and Children in the Judiciary and the Executive Committee for
Protection of Children and Adolescents Who Have Found GuilGriofie are main units in

the Judiciary which exclusively or partially deal with question concerning children in
conflict of law.

249. In 2004, the Head ofthe Judiciary, by Circular Nd./83/18421, ordered
establishment of the Department of Protecting RightdMafmen and Children in the
Judiciary. In this regard and to coordinate activities of the department established
throughout the country, the Executive Committee for Protection of Children and
Adolescents (Who Have Found Guilty of a Crime) was also establigh Tehran and
subsequently in other provinces.

250. The Executive Committee convenes regularly to coordinate and support activities of
the participating organizations. It is chaired by the head of province justice department or
his deputy and comprised dfe head of juvenile court, head of children prosecution office,
head of juvenile correction center, head of department of protecting rights of women and
children, secretary of committee. The committee in intended to strengthen relations
between the bodieassociated with children; therefore, reinforcing relations between the
State Social Welfare Organization, the Municipality, Police, the Ministry of Education,
Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation, and other related departments are the main activities of
the committee. Currently, all provinces centers have their own executive committees.

7
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(A highlight of the activities of the Kurdistan Province Executive Committee is mentioned
in Annex 1X)

251. The Dispute Settlement Council, having an adjudicaaietral nature asvell as a
public-private structure, is able to be changed into an authority to execute restorative
justice, especially concerning the children. Accordingly, the Head of Judiciary ordered the
establishment of Dispute Settlement Councils for Children andle&dents (Circular

No. 1/85/17992 dated 6th January 2007). The Circular has taken a distinctive, differential
and restorative approach towards the children. The Dispute Settlement Council specialized
for children shall be established in the Juvenile Giiwa Centers. Where there is not such

a center in a city, it has to be set up in place an appropriate for children. The members of
the Councils should be married, of at least 40 years old, have academic degree in the field
of psychology and social working'hey also must have 2 years of experience in other
Dispute Settlement Councils, have shown a good ability to settle disputes and should pass
necessary training courses.

252. There also possibility to use or seek assistance of experienced judges and donsultan
judges with minimum 5 years record of judicial service in family courts and special
branches of juvenile courts and guardianship affairs. The Councils have to establish
connections and close cooperation with other organizations active in the fielddoéchi
including the juvenile courts, related prosecution office, Juvenile Correction Centers, the
Association for Protection of Prisoners, the Blondney Center, and the State Social
Welfare Organization.

253. The Pardon and Amnesty Commission holds regulargimum one session per

week to consider the cases, and takes decisions on the requests for pardon and amnesty.
This commission consists of 5 members (Judicial Deputy of Head of the Judiciary, Judicial
Deputy of the Prosecutor General, Representativdefludicial Organization of Armed
Forces, Head of State Prisons Organization and General Director of Judicial Identity Card
and Pardon and Amnesty who is secretary and member of the commission). Attendance of
at least 3 members of the commission is necgdsaopen the sessions officially.

254. The pardon and amnesty commission considers cases taking into account age of the
applicants for pardon and amnesty. For persons under the age of 18 years it pays special
attention to their youth, lack of criminal recordsonrepetition of crime, conditions of
committing the crime and social status. As a result, the request for sentenced persons under
the age of 18 years is dealt with special care and sensitivity. In addition to the pardon of the
sentenced persons haviages less than 18 years in individual cases, some persons have
been pardoned based on general instructions and orders for amnesty issued on the occasion
of national and religious feasts. Children under the age of 18 have usually priority for
pardon and anesty. In some cases all individuals under the age of 18 were pardoned.

255. In 2006, the Tehran Province Prisons General Directorate established the internal
Office for Citizenship Rights to promote citizenship right in prisons as well as among
inmates and psonnel. Since then it has focused its activities on several main issues;
training staff, informing inmates of their rights and supporting them to reintegrate into the
society after the release. For the children in conflict of law, the Office has takerulpar
measure in this regard. For example, the Office arranged weekly meeting between the
children and management of the Juvenile Correction Center. It also authored and published
a 72 page booklet for children of the rights and citizens. Similarlyotfiee arranged
training courses for staff on Beijing Rules and Riyadh Guidelines.

52

For example, Order of 1999, Order of Amnesty of Sentenced Persons in 2000, Order aliatyFeb
2002. Order of 11 February 2003, Order of 19 August 2003 and Amnesty Instruction of 11 February
2004 pardoned and gave amnesty to convicted children and women.
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Number of Detained Children under the Ageof 18 and the Detention Centers

256. According toArticle 17 of executive directive of 2005 of the Prisons Organization,

the Juveni Correction Centers are established to keep, correct, train and educate children
under the age of 18 years who are in conflict of law or have committed &fiAtgsresent,

28 centers have been set up and running in 28 provinces. In 2 provinces (Esij&zer

and Semnan) where it has not yet possible to establish independent Juvenile Correction
Centers, a place separated from adults prison has been specialized for keeping such
children.

257. Article 180 of the said directive holds that all children, in thegehile Correction
Centers or elsewhere under the authority of the Prisons Organization, entitle to keep
contacts with their parents/relatives. Therefore, free of charge telephone and telephone
cards are provided for such children. The children may alge tegular visits with their
families® To encourage the visits as much as possible, out of hours visits are usually
permitted in cases where the family cannot make it on time. For the children who are
abandoned by their families/parents, the social wgrkimits of the Centers try to reconcile.

258. According to the available statistics, a number o221 persons (1,895 boys and
2,932 girls) have been admitted in Tehran Juvenile Correction Center from the beginning of
2001 to the end of 2007, i.e032 persas per year on the average.

Number of Accused Persons under Age of 18 Years and Medium Term
of Their Detention

259. The following chart indicates the duration of stay of children admitted to the
Juvenile Correction Center, As regards to the Tehran Juv@ailection Center, more than
52% of the boys and girls admitted in 268007 resided in the Center for less than
10days. Annex Xindicates the number of prisoners/detained persons under the age of
18years from 2005 until the 1st half of 2010
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less than 10 days up to 20 days up to 1 month up to 2 months more than 2 months

%3 It is worth to note that in some Centers there are few adults above the age of Léhgears kept in

correction centers. Those are adults who, because of their physical appearance or conditions are
considered to be in danger if being in ordinary adult prisons. They are kept in the Juvenile Correction
Centers by agreement of the generedctor of the prison organization of the concerned province and
the judicial authorities.

54 At least, they can visit once a week for two hours. The new comers, however, may have daily visits to

lessen their emotional distress. A judicial expert, a pspdigti and a social worker are present at
visiting hours for any counseling and advice needed by the families.
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Prohibition of Bodily Punishment and Solitary Confinement

260. It is prohibited to use bodily punishment and solitary confinement at the Juvenile
Correction Centers. Several internal and external departments, including the Department for
Evaluation of function, inspection and responding to complaints the General Directorate of
Prisons and State Prisons Organization, the Office of Respecting the Clients and
Citizenship Rights and the State Inspection Organization, strictly oversees thesQente

this regard. Although there are online surveillance cameras (CCTVs) by which these
departments have constant and 24/7 supervision over the Centers, their agents pay also
periodic and ad hoc visits to Centers to ensure that all the rules are fplby texf®

261. In Iranian law some serious crimes are punishable by death. However, in the judicial
proceedings, no death sentence is issued for the children. Similarly, it is the policy of the
Judiciary to avoid heavy sentences against children under thd &48§eooto change them
subsequently through pardons.

262. The Head of the Judiciary has issued a circular to prohibit appiy#as(death or
corporal punishment for the crime of murder) on children and adolescents. Furthermore, the
judicial system, itself, ah through volunteer individuals tryotget the consent of the

v i c ¢ fanmiyto waive their rightto seelisas| n a case whfamiedohohe vi
waive, it is the general policy of the Judiciary to prolong the proceedings as much as
possible inorder to give the accused family, attorneys,-gosernmental organizations and
socialactiviss t o get t hesfamyt.i sfy the victi mod

263. In this regard, the Justice Department of Tehran Province has established a sub
committee, consisting of management apecialists of the Juvenile Correction Center (a
Psychiatrist and a Social Worker), lawyers as well as the representatives of NBCRC and the
executive committee of protection of the rights of the children, to take every measure to
prevent gisas. They usketinfluence of celebrities and dignitaries to reconcile between the
victim side and the accused. The committee may alsotresdund raising campaigns if
fiblood monewis asked for giving the consent.

To promote physical and psychological recoveryrad social
reintegration of a child victim of economic exploitation art. 32)

264. There are specific provisions in the Labour Act of 1990 for protection of working
persons under the age of 18. The Act covers all workers across the public and private
sectors irran, including those working in family/home businesses and agricultural farms in
rural areas. AccordinghArticles 79-84 on the working conditions of persons under the age

of 18 is enforceable on all businesses throughout the country. This is of utmpostance

as many children under the age of 18 in home businesses or agricultural farms in rural
areas. The Note térticle 98 of the Act provides that the inspectors of the Ministry of
Labour may visit and supervise home businesses upon the permissite @iublic
prosecutor.
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The Juvenile Correction Center is equipped with clagezlit system. All dormitories and
administrative areas are also equipped with the system. The Head of the center, the Director
General the head of State Prisons Organization in the province can monitor, in real time, the
interactions between the personnel and the children. Holding daily meetings with the heads of the
centers, their depies as well as having voice mail boxes to receive comments and complains made
by children are the some other measures to prevent and to curb misconducts of the personnel or

violations of the childrendés r i dtbetakereagain€ent er s .

violators.

cti mo

Legal
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265. Article 83 and 84 of the Act specifically set certain standards and rules on their
work-time, working conditions as well as the nature of the jobs that persons under the age
18 may haveArticle 83 stipulates:

filt is prohibited to gre adolescent worker (under the age of 18 years old) any
additional task, night jobs/works or hard, harmful and dangerous tasks/works and
manual handling of exceeding the permitted loads (to lift by hands).

266. Article 84 states:

fiFor the jobs or tasks thatetause of the nature or workings conditions are
considered injurious for the health or character of the trainees/workers, the minimum
age would be 18. This shall be decided by the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs.0

267. Based on this Article, a list of haful and dangerous tasks/works for the persons
under the age of 18 years has been subsequently prepared and provided by the National
Committee of execution of Convention 182 in the Ministry of Labour. The list has been
sent to relevant authoritié$.

268. It falls within the inherent authority of the Ministry of Health to oversee the
health/risk situation of working places and employees. This is also explicitly mentions in
the Article 1(2) of the Act on the responsibilities and organizational structure of the
Ministry. Apart from environmental health, it also has to monitor the working conditions
and worktimes to control their effects on the health of the employees/workersles 79-

84 of the Labour Act also entrust the Ministry of Health to monitor, inspeastigate and
legally pursue alleged cases of violation of the laArticle 176 of the Labour Act
prescribes monetary penalty and confinement (up to 180 days) for employers who violate
Articles 79, 83 and 84 on working conditions of persons under thefat

269. The General Directorate for Labour Inspection is entrusted with the task in the
Ministry of Labour to oversee and pay regular or ad hoc visits to work places. It therefore
should supervise whether the required conditions are fulfilled for workéngops under

the age of 18.

270. The General Directorate is also responsible to supervise the observance of safety
rules and regulations in work places. The outlines of its responsibilities are as follows:

(a)  Supervision on the execution of the provisions eoninig labour conditions,
Labour Act regulations, relevant #gws and instructions of technical safety;

(b)  Training relevant matters of technical caring and leading the workers,
employers and all persons subject to damages and losses out of acciddmgaadd of
work;

(c) Considering and investigating the problems resulted from execution of the
technical caring regulations and preparing necessary proposals to amend related
instructions;

56

At the time of ratification of the ILO Conventiaoncerning th&rohibition andmmediate Action

for theElimination ofthe Worst Forms of Child Labour and its complementary recommendations in
2001 the Expediency Countias added two Notes by which the Ministry of Labour was entrusted,
with the cooperation some other relevant organization, to draw the list of worst/harmful forms of
child labour. The Council also applied punishments prescribed in the Labour Act to n®latithis
Convention.

The list was first drafted in 2002 and subsequently adopted by the Badidisters in 2004.

It covers aide range of works. See Annex.XI|
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(d)  Considering the accidents out of working in the workshopsestilo the
above Article.

271. In addition to the Ministry of, some other bodies, such as the Ministry of the
Interior, the State Welfare Organization and the municipalities have responsibilities to
ensure observance of the relevant rules and regulations ohild labour.

Table 24
Inspections, Summons and Legal Actions for Implementation of ILO Conventiom
2009

Summons Inspection Employers Referred to the Judici
15,226 38,63C 2
Table 25

Number of the notifications issued by the Government to thdelinquent employers
in Provinces in 2009

Number ¢ Number c
RangeProvince notifications Range Province notification:
1 East Azerbaijan 1,31z 16 Fars 34¢
2 West Azerbaijan 401 17 Ghazvin 40
3 Ardabil 158 18 Ghom 2717
4 Esfahan 58 19 Kurdistan 1,85¢
5 llam 0 20 Kerman 83
6 Booshehr 11z 21 Kermanshah 69t
7 Tehran 271 22 Kohgiluyeh & Boyerahmad 8
8 Chaharmahal & Bakhtiari 1,392 23 Golestan 27
9 South Khorasan 13 24 Gilan 31
10 Khorasan Razavi 911 25 Lorestan 32¢
11 North Khorasan 0 26 Mazandaran 591
12 Khuzestan 3,90¢ 27 Markazi 26¢€
13 Zanjan 201 28 Hormozgan 394
14 Semnan 0 29 Hamedan 411
15 Sistan & Baluchistan 75 30 Yazd 24¢
31 Alborz 13¢

Total 15,226

272. The Ministry of Education has taken steps to develop a culture against albfsorts
economic exploitation in future generation while at the same time promoting the role and
value of work, knowledge and economic activities in achieving highest personal and social
satisfaction. Article 140 of Executive Bylaw of schools, accordingly, ehibits
managements of schools and teachers to take from them the financial gains earned by the
students or give any personal tasks of their own to the students.

273. As nonstudent children between the age of 15 and 18 are usually seeking jobs, the
Ministry of Labour considers them to at risk of child labour. Accordingly, the Ministry
follows the fluctuations in their population size. The following table shows the number of
the nonstudents persons between the age of 10 and 19 for a period of four years. As it
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illustrates their population size has considerably decreased from 2005 to the end of 2008.
There might be two reasons for that: general decrease in the number of children in the
country and/or inclusion of more children to education systAdditionally, e the
employment rate for persons over the age of 20 has increased in this period,$b68B

to 19166,267), it can be deducted the rate of child labour or those at risk of child labour has
decreased.

Table 26
Non-students Persons between the Agd ®0 and 19 (20052008)
200t 200¢€ 2007 200¢  Difference
10-14 years Male 13,00¢€ 11,02¢ 7,602z 8,38¢ -4,62€
Female 3,047 1,521 1,032 1,07C -1,977
Total 16,057 12,547 8,63t 9,452 -6,604
1519 years Male 26094:< 24456(C 198861 191,29¢ -69,64¢
Female 109,024 85,06C 65,552 59,57¢ -49,451
Total 369967 329621 26441< 25086¢ -11909¢€
Total Male 273952 25558€ 20646: 19967¢ -74,274
Female 112071 86,581 66,584 60,64z -51,42¢
Total 386,024 34216¢ 27304¢ 26032z -12570z

274. Since 2001, the Stateo8al Welfare Organization has established aan some
guest hous @hid Healtta Guesthduseio provide specialized services to child
labour in Tehran and some of the provingeEhe centers admit the child labour 24/7. In
these houses, childreme provided with several services, including educational, health and
cultural services. Measures have also been taken to fill the gaps that they happen in the life
of the child labour. Accordingly, programs are designed to meet their needs, including
providing them with public education in the evening classes and filling their leisure time
(by taking them to amusement parks, culture houses, cinemas or recreation camps).
Counseling, psychology, social working, health and treatment services (such as
vaccinaton) are also available in the guesthouses. Children are also given hot meals (two
meals a day; breakfast and dinner), seasonal clothing (for home and work) and sanitary
products (towels, etc.).

275. In 2003, the Ministry of labour prp a r e dChild ltakour fifotection Plan to
address the needs of those children who, due to the serious poverty of their families, are
working, usually on streets, as retailer, footboy, cargo transporter, shoe shining and other
nonreal jobs due to the serious poverty of famihistplan has been prepared and executed

in 2003 and deals with those children who are working as street vendors, footboys, porter,
shoe shiner, etc.

276. The Ministry has launched an overall study of the root causes and social grounds of
the child labour as weas the legal measures that can be taken to prevent child labour. In

this regard, the Ministry has collected all available information and statistics, held meeting
with specialists and established connections with all related bodies and organizations,

57

Child labours, covered by the State Social Welfare Organization, have been conngéetifigd.

The social workers of these children enter into negotiation with the employers and identify them.
They examine the type of work and underline this point that this type of work must not be dangerous
to the children and working in a such envir@mhmust be of profession training nature.

83
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including NGOs active in this field, to prepare the necessary bedrock for preventing child
labour.

277. It is well known that street children are mostly victims of neglect or child labour.
Accordingly, the Board of Ministers in 2005 passed a directive on sesifiegt children
which requires the relevant organizations, including the municipalities, State Social
Welfare Organization, Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Justice, Insurance Companies,
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education to take up certain resfmlities towards
appropriate settling of these children. They should also submit their reports of their
activities every three months to the Ministry of Welfare as well as the High Council of
Welfare. Atpresent, there are at least ¢Ehters throughouthe country that deal with
settling street children. In 2011, a number of41@d persons and in 2010 a number of
11,000 persons were covered by the scheme.

To protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances as defed in the relevant international
treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit production and
trafficking of such substancesdrt. 33)

278. The Islamic Republic of Iran has taken a wide range of measures to combat illicit
use of drugs and psychopic substances in the society, in whole. Particular attention has
been paid to children in this regard. Although Iranian laws prohibit any illicit use of drugs
and psychotropic substances, the relevant authorizes have carried out public awareness
campaigs to inform all members of the society, especially children and young adults, of
the direct and indirect health dangers that are associated with drug consumption.

279. The recent laws and regulation more balanced approach in combating drug abuse by
focusing m its preventive sideArticle 97 of Fourth Development Plan Act (262609),

for instance, requires the Administration and all the relevant bodies to take effective
measures to prevent and curb drug abuse throughout the country. The measures may
include, informing general public of the dangers of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, providing counseling services and training courses, setting up the National
Telephone Help Line and educational centers. Children, especially those at risk, have been
swposed to be among the main audience of these measures. The relevant Ministries and
governmental bodies, such as the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Social Welfare and the Iranian Drug Control Headquarter, have used inside ane outsid
schools to raise their awareness as an effective preventive measure.

280. The Ministry of Education has performed several preventive programs to protect
school children against drug abii&&he programs cover a wide range of activities,
including holding traiing sessions for staff, parents and students, setting up exhibitions and
fairs to raise public awareness, mobilizing interested groups to participate in prevention of
drug abuse and involving students, themselves, in peer education of their fellow tdassma
The statistics shows that, between 2005 and 2009, there Y836 mcrease in the number

of students of different academic levels who have covered by the various drug abuse
prevention schemes, including the training sessions, preventive dxds®s ooperation

plans, training life skills courses and health development plans.

28l. Since 1998, i tLife BlallsTrainireg rPta® ® doster the antiirug
culture among children by promoting hso o | s tleuetl ef rppsychdlogical health,
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Since 2005, for example, a total number 6%68709 and in 2009, over,@90,797 students of
elementary schools have been covered by the preventive schemes.
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increasing heir individual/social abilities and strengthening their resistance against
environmental teptation of drugs. Between 2008009 over 1618996 students of junior
high schools have received life skill trainings.

282. In some different programs, the Ministry Hasmed a network of interested students

for peereducation to prevent risky behaviors as well as illicit use of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances. These programs also increase the interactions and cooperation
among students, parents and schaaff & the fight against drug abuse.

283. The Ministry of Education has carried the Schbated Cooperative Prevention
Plan to prevent drug abuse by promoting the psychological and social health of the
students. It is a societyased prevention plan and intlsnto use the role of the
society/school and social cooperation in decreasing the social risk factors in drug abuse.
The Plan benefits from the participation of all groups, including students, parents, teachers
and school staff. It increases, among othtrs,level of cooperation among such groups,
their participation in decision making, respecting the opinions of others and promoting the
ability of problem solving.

284. The Ministry has also taken measures to promote the role of parents and families in
prevenion of drug abuse by children and adolescents. It has carried out training sessions for
parents to inform them of the dangers and risks that their children might be exposed to. The
existing reports show that the parent training sessions on preventive resedsye
increased five times from 2005 to 2009. Apart from the general courses for all parents,
some special training sessions have been also held for the parents of the students who are
considered to be at high risk of drug abuse.

Table 27
Drug Abuse Rrevention in 20052008

Operation/year

Number of teams
Title Small protected societies ( p e spdsaxitions) Covered population

Year 200& 200¢ 2007 200¢ 200t 200¢ 2007 200¢ 200t 200¢ 2007 200¢

Urban and rural

districts 67¢ 87: 907 99¢ 752 1,30¢ 1,265 1,3811,9940572,58834¢€1,571,13( 2,744991
Working places 33z 30¢ 362 34¢ 43¢ 971 48( 32¢ 171,093 19793¢ 15263z 19086€
Educational places 1,627 1,42¢ 1,167 2,737 2,82¢ 4,34C 3,187 3,190 2,657,891 3,260,744 2,16584¢ 3,530,10¢

285. The Iranian Drug Conbl Headquarter, affiliated to the Office of the Presidency,
which was one of the main organizations in the country to implement the above approach,
for example, hagarticularly focused on target audience among children, such as street
children. It has lanched some programs to promote social participation and involvement of
the whole society in tackling the drug abuse by the street children. In this regard, it has
established close working connections with 1gmvernmental and CBOs. In the past five
years about 63 million Dollars has been paid by the State Drug Control Headquarter on
training life skills to children, childaising skills to parents and as well as counseling
services.

286. The Headquarters has recently approved a work plan for-20140 in whid it has,

along with 12 other bodies, to take the necessary steps to cover at least 40 percent of the
total population of the country by standard programs of prevention and decrease addiction
rate. The work plan specifically target children and young adult
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