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. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

The Islamic Republic of Iran and the Convention
on the Rights of the Child

The Convention on the Rights of the Child was signed by the
representative of the Governnent of the Islam c Republic of Iran on

Assenbly on a “reservation” basis. |Iran has reserved the right not to apply
any provisions or articles of the Convention that may be in contravention with

Iran acceded to the Convention on the Rights of the Child by expressing this
general “reservation”, and the Convention has becone binding on Iran from

articles of the Convention, they could be revised, provided that they do not
contradict the principles of the Sharia (Holy Laws).

Definition of a child (art. 1)

2. figh (religious jurisprudence) and the law a child or m nor
natural and instinctive matter. One of the signs of attaining maturity is

age. In and the |l aw a person who has not reached the age of majority is
called a mnor. A mnor cannot dispose of his/her property. Iranian |aw does

According to the provisions of article 1210 of the Civil Code, the age of
maturity for male children is full 15 lunar years. The legislator in Iran has

exercise his legal rights. If two conditions, that is, physical growth and
ment al devel opment, are conbined in an individual then it could be said that
3. According to the Civil Code, a mature person has the right to di spose

law, in legal actions by the child in relation to transactions or other
affairs that require rational decisions, the maturity of the person needs to

maturity is forbidden (art. 1041) and the age of maturity, determ ned by |aw,
is not conpatible with the realities of the society, sone jurists have

maturity.

4.

foll ows:
(a)

15 are forbidden to be enployed. Regarding agricultural work, although this
kind of work is considered to be lighter than other work and is usually done

12 years. (These age limts are in conformity with ILO standards.) Al so,
according to the Single Article Act passed on 3 February 1968 anyone hiring a
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one year and a 5,000 to 50,000 rial fine. 1In case of repeated offence the
culprit may be sentenced to three years in prison and paynent of 300,000 rials
i n damages;

(b) According to article 2 of the Public MIlitary Service Act boys who
enter the age of 19 from 21 March are eligible for mlitary service the sanme
year. Grls in the Islamc Republic of Iran are exenpted frommlitary
servi ce;

(c) In accordance with article 49 of the Islamc Penalties Act passed
in 1982, “children shall be free fromcrimnal responsibility and the
responsibility for correction, education and disciplining is given to the
guardi an, and if necessary the court will instruct a correction house to carry
out this task”;

(d) According to |l aws and regul ati ons, education of Iranian children
and adol escents is compul sory and no one can deprive them from educati on
(article 1 of the Act on Providing Means and Possibility of Education for
I ranian Children and Adol escents, 1974). Conpul sory educati on begins at the
age of 6;

(e) M ni mum age to vote in elections in accordance with the El ections
Act is 16 years.

5. The popul ati on of children under 14 in the Islam c Republic of Iran

(1991 Census) is 24,723,875. Some of the statistics for children are as
fol |l ows:

Table 1. Population by major age group and gender

Descri ption Tot al Boys Grls
Chi |l dren under 1 year 1 020 936 524 927 496 009
Children 1-4 years 6 163 024 3 164 108 2 798 916
Children 5-9 years 8 481 875 4 324 165 4 157 680
Young children 5-19 years 980 676 4 622 473 4 458 203
Youth 5-19 years 7 115 547 3 579 875 3 535 672

Source: Popul ati on Census 1991
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Table 2. Ratio of literate population, 6 years and ol der
by age group and gender
Ur ban i nhabitants Rural inhabitants
Descri ption _
Boys Grls Boys Grls
Children 6-10 years 2 490 286 2 393 265 1 615 745 1 542 694
Young children 11-14 years 2 217 606 2 112 999 1 350 848 1 242 340
Youth 15-19 years 2 145 197 2 056 218 1 291 375 1 211 591

Source: Popul ati on Census 1991

Table 3. Percentage of 6-19 age group in school, by age
group and by urban and rural areas

Descri ption I nhabi t ants of I nhabi t ants of
urban areas rural areas
Children 6-9 years 94-04 87.04
Young children 10-14 years 94- 06 76. 09
Youth 15-19 years 63. 06 33.09

Source: Popul ati on Census 1991.

1. GENERAL PRI NCI PLES

A. Non-discrimnation (art. 2)

6. The principles enbodied in paragraphs 1 and 2 of article 2 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on ensuring the rights of the child
against all forms of discrimnation are guaranteed by the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (arts. 19 and 20). |In keeping with the objectives of
article 2 of the Convention the Islamc Republic of Iran organized a sem nar
and exhibition on the Image of the Grl Child in the Islam c Republic of Iran
in February 1995 with the coll aboration of the Bureau of Whnen's Affairs of
the President's Ofice and financial support from UNI CEF and UNFPA.

7. At this seminar a report on the situation of the girl child in different
provi nces of the country was presented, nessages of children to the world
comunities were read in Farsi and Latin and the projects “School Myor” and
“School Health Workers” were introduced. In the exhibition part of the

sem nar, which was attended by 23 governnent agenci es and non-governnenta
organi zations, tournaments were held in the fields of handicrafts, and
intellectual, research, sports and theatrical activities. In general, the
goal s of the semi nar and exhibition can be summarized as a survey and a review
of achievenents and progress relating to the girl child in the Islamc
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Republic of Iran, exploring ways of inproving her status and raising public
awar eness on the need to change negative and un-Islamc attitudes and
prejudices toward girls, their rights and role in society.

8. For the purpose of raising awareness about the inportance of adol escence
and presenting recommendati ons on inproving the health of adol escent girls, a
wor kshop was held in Tehran in Decenmber 1996 on “Health of Adol escent Grls”

by the Liaison Network of NGOs of the Islamc Republic of Iran and UN CEF

B. Best interest of the child (art. 3)

9. The parents have an obligation to respect the noral and material rights
of children. In the Islamc Republic of Iran parents have the primry
responsibility to secure the rights of the child. The Civil Code puts the
responsi bility for maintenance and upbringing of the child on parents and the
father has the responsibility for expenses relating to the sustenance of the
child before and after birth. Oher laws on the protection of children are as
fol | ows:

The Law on Protection and Health Care of Children Agai nst Di seases
(articles 5, 10, 11 Mnistry of Health Act);

Provi sion of Health Care Services for Forrmula Feeding (Islanmc Penalties
Act, art. 26);

The Law on Provision of Means and Facilities of Education of |ranian
Chi | dren and Adol escents;

The Law on Devel opnent of Public Education (approved on
10 September 1988);

The Law on Education of Wrkers' Children (articles 2 and 3 of the
Labour Code).

10. Children's health, as an inportant part of public health, has a
significant inpact on the enhancenent and mai nt enance of the physical and
psychol ogi cal and social health of society. The health services have a
definite role in the inprovenent of the general nutrition of children
particularly infants, as well as in preventing di seases and increasing
physical and intellectual creativity, and as a result contributing to econom c
and soci al devel opnent. Devel opnent of a dynami c health and treatnent network
pl ays a decisive and val uable role and conplements the efforts of other
sectors in the enhancenent of social and economic well-being. Considering

t hat physical, psychol ogi cal and social health are anpbng the natural rights
and basi c needs of people and that this inportant matter has been explicitly
stipulated in the Constitution of the Islamc Republic of Iran, the Mnistry

of Health and Medi cal Education hopes that it will be able to take nore
effective steps in reducing maternal and child nortality by using its
avail abl e resources. It is noteworthy that 7.26 per cent of the tota

nati onal budget has been allocated for this purpose.
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11. Consi dering the performance and operational capacity of provincia

adm ni strations and taking into account the quantitative objectives of famly
health, the quantitative goals of the Second Econom c and Soci al Devel opnent
Plan for 1994-1998 are as foll ows:

(a) Vital

i ndi cators:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

Reducti on of the under-five nortality rate from 33 per 1,000
live births in 1991 to 22 by the end of 1998;

Reduction of infant nortality (under one nonth) from 20 per
1,000 live births in 1991 to 12 by the end of 1998;

Reduction of the maternal death rate due to pregnancy
conplications from46 per 1,000 live births in 1991 to 29
in 1998.

(b) Di sease indicators:

(i)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)

Reduction in the under-five nortality rate from di arrhoea
from11l per cent in 1991 to 5 per cent in 1998;

Reduction in child deaths fromacute respiratory infections
from 17 per cent in 1991 to 6 per cent in 1998;

Reducti on of the incidence of eye and ear disorders anong
students from 15 per cent in 1991 to 6 per cent in 1998;

Hal vi ng the iodine deficiency incidence by 1998.

(c) Nutrition indicators:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

Increase the incidence of birth weight of 2.5 kg and above
from about 92 per cent in 1991 to 98 per cent in 1998;

Reduce the proportion of children zero to five years from
12.5 per cent for boys and 20 per cent for girls in 1991 to
6 per cent for boys and 11 per cent for girls in 1998;

Increase the proportion of infants breast-fed for at |east
one year from 66 per cent in 1991 to 90 per cent in 1998.

(d) Cover age:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

I ncrease vacci nati on coverage for neonatal tetanus from
60 per cent in 1991 to 78 per cent in 1998;

I ncrease coverage of pregnant and |actating wonen from
23 per cent in 1991 to 60 per cent in 1998;

I ncrease coverage for children under six from 37 per cent in
1991 to 63 per cent in 1998;
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(iv) I ncrease coverage of students 6-14 years from 50 per cent in
1991 to 75 per cent in 1998.

12. Nat i onal | muni zation Days were held on 12 April and 16 May 1994 by the
Coordi nati on Task Force for National Mbilization for the Eradication of
Polio. The mission of the Task Force was polio i mmuni zation for children
under five years, who have the highest incidence of polio. The holding of
Nati onal | mruni zati on Days was a remarkabl e achi evenrent for the nation. The
programe was carried out with political support and by nobilizing al

nati onal and governnent resources and the participation of all segnments of
popul ation. In one day 9 million children in urban and rural areas were
vacci nated and 10 mllion packets of iodized salt were distributed anong
househol ds. The i muni zati on coverage of polio at the national |evel was so
hi gh that WHO, at a neeting in Tunis, described it as 100 per cent coverage.

13. To safeguard the interests of children with working nothers, the
Government has made it mandatory for all governnent agencies to establish
nurseri es and day-care centres that provide hot nmeals and other anenities. To
realize the provisions of article 78 of the Labour Code on the need to
establish care centres for the children of workers, many such centres have
been established and staffed with qualified instructors. Factories and plants
shal | al so establish such centres if they have nore than five wonen enpl oyees.
To reduce the educational, cultural and health gap between rural and urban
children, the Welfare Organi zati on has established rural child-care centres.
The responsibility for caring, feeding and educating children between 3 and 5
rests with Rural Welfare Conpl exes.

14. To realize the principles set forth in articles 21 and 29 of the
Constitution concerning protection of famlies without a head of househol d,
provi ding services to children and adol escents, rehabilitation of the

handi capped and mai ntenance and care of children wi thout a guardian, the

Wel fare Organi zati on has established 80 day and night units nationwide to care
for children deprived of effective protection. The Wl fare O ganizati on was
designated in 1986 as the authorized organ to issue licences for the
establishnment of private child-care centres. |Its rules of procedure were
drafted in 1988 and approved by the Mnister of Education and Director of the
Wel fare Organi zation

15. Si nce correct upbringing and care of the child are in the child s best
interest, which are made possible by a good rel ati onship between the parents
and a solid fam ly foundation, the courts of the Islam c Republic of Iran
pursuant to article 1168 of the Civil Code concerning parental responsibility
on the raising of the child, and taking into full account the best interests
of the child, do their best to arrive at a conproni se between the parents.

16. For better planning, formulating policies and coordination in the
establishnment and | aunchi ng of Advisory Centres and inplenmentation of the

deci sions of the Hi gh Youth Council, the Coordination Council for Advisory
Centres was established with the followi ng functions and powers:

pol i cy-maki ng and setting priorities for the establishment of Advisory
Centres; planning for the purpose of establishing and strengtheni ng governnent
and private Advisory Centres; coordination and gui dance of Advisory Centres.
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17. For the purpose of education and gui dance of famlies, Fam |y Schools
will be established at provincial centres. Parents will receive instructions

on the education of children and the rights and obligations of spouses. These
school s have al ready been established in two provincial capitals on a pilot
basis and by March 1997 all provincial centres will have such schools. From
next year other cities will also have them

C. Right tolife and survival and devel opnent (art. 6)

18. Paragraph 1 of article 6 of the Convention regarding the obligation of
States parties to recognize that every child has the inherent right to life is
enbodied in articles 956, 957 and 958 of the Civil Code of the Islamc
Republic of Iran. These articles stipulate that “capacity for enjoying rights
begins with the birth of a human being and ends with his/her death”. In
accordance with the provisions of the Cvil Code, the foetus, before birth and
during the enbryoni c phase, enjoys all that a human being is entitled to,
provided that it is born alive, and even if it dies after birth. It is
noteworthy that the child during the foetal stage enjoys life and the | aw
protects its rights. Thus, it can be concluded that the right to life,

survi val and devel opnent begins fromthe enbryonic stage and the | aw consi ders
that phase as the beginning of life. Thus, protection of the right tolife
takes place at two phases: before birth and after birth.

1. Protection before birth

19. Since the child before birth and at the enbryonic stage is not an

i ndependent being and depends on its parents for nutrition and since his/her
growh is directly related to the nutrition and health of the nother, the | aw,
according to paragraph 2 of article 22 of the Civil Code, obligates the
Government to protect nothers, especially during pregnancy and nursing. This
protection includes various aspects of health, nutrition, insurance and socia
security. Further, the nother also has an obligation to take the necessary
nmeasures so that the health of the child during pregnancy and after birth is
not jeopardi zed. These neasures, anong other things, include the obligation
to prevent tetanus by vaccinating herself before marriage (Law on Mandatory
Vacci nati on agai nst Tetanus, April 1988). |In case of separation of the nother
from her husband during pregnancy, she nust refrain fromremarrying until the
birth of the child (arts. 1153-1154, Civil Code).

20. Among ot her factors that seriously harmthe life of the child before
birth are i nappropriate spacing of births, numerous pregnanci es, unwanted
pregnanci es, the physical inability of the nother to bear children and | ack of
fam |y planning. |In keeping with the First Economic, Social and Cultura
Devel opnent Pl an, Iran has begun the work of preparing a popul ation policy of
which the famly planning is an essential conponent. The main objective of
the Governnent is to “enhance the health of society and reduce maternal and
child nortality, to abolish all incentives for population gromh and to take
appropriate neasures to limt births at national |evel”. This programe
enphasi zes enhanci ng the general know edge of the popul ation, especially
girls, and including woren and nothers in famly planning of the Mnistry of
Health. Since its inception, the Governnent has pursued this objective
seriously.
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21. The nost inportant |egal protection during pregnancy relates to
abortion. Contrary to some countries where abortion is legal, in the Islamc
Republic of Iran abortion is illegal and a punishable offence. The Islamic

Penal ti es Act provides punishment of inprisonment for a person helping to
commt an act of abortion (arts. 622 and 624) and for aborting a foetus the
| aw sti pul ates paynment of dieh (bl ood noney).

2. Protection after birth

22. The child needs care and the attention of parents fromthe nonment of
birth. Breast-feeding the child is anong the first protective neasures.
According to religious regulations and the law the nother is not obligated to
breast-feed her child, but if there is no other way to feed the child, the
not her nust feed her child with her mlk (art. 1176, Civil Code). Both
spouses have a responsibility for the raising and upbringing of the child.
Payment of maintenance expenses of the child, before and after birth, is the
responsi bility of the father.

23. To eradicate syphilis, which has di sastrous consequences for children
the | aw has provi ded safeguards for them Article 10 of the Act concerning
Preventi on of Venereal and Contagi ous Di seases (1941) stipulates that a
syphilitic woman who is aware of her disease or suspects that her disease is
contagi ous and infectious, and with that know edge breast-feeds a healthy
child belonging to someone el se, shall be deened guilty and sentenced to
prison or paynent of a cash penalty. Should such a child be affected by the
di sease as a result of being breast-fed, the woman shall be deemed guilty and
on conviction thereof, a nore severe puni shnent shall be meted out to her

The sane puni shment shall be applied to the person who knowi ngly gives a child
affected by syphilis to a healthy woman to breast-feed it if the woman is
afflicted by the di sease as a consequence.

24, Article 11 of the said Act, for the purpose of protecting the health and
safety of the baby who is breast-fed by sonmeone other than the nother,

provi des that any person who wi shes to engage the services of a wet nurse is
required to secure the opinion of a physician, through a nedical exam nation
as regards the health of both the child and the wet nurse so that it may be
ensured that neither is affected by syphilis. In case of violation, the
guilty party shall be punished.

25. Whenever a nmother commits a crine and enforcement of the puni shnment
woul d affect the child s condition, the nother cannot be punished.

Article 262 of the Islamic Penalties |aw stipulates that a preghant worman who
is convicted of a crinme and the puni shnent prescribed for her is [ex talionis,
judgenent cannot be enforced before the birth of the child; after delivery of
the child, if the punishment destroys the child, the said judgenent must be
suspended as long as the risk of death of the child exists. Likew se,
article 91 of the above Act stipulates that during pregnancy and chil dbirth,
the prescribed punishnment (Hadd) for nurder or |apidation will not be
enforced. Furthernore, should the baby have no guardi an or protector after
birth and there is the risk of its death, the same rule applies.
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D. Respect for the child's opinion (art. 12)

26. The child who is capable of formng his or her own views and attains the
power of discernment can express those views and wi shes and the parents or the
child's guardian should give due weight to the child' s views within the limts
of his or her best interest. The Hi gh Council of Youth is charged with the
responsi bility of providing a conducive environnment for the devel opnent of the
youth's personality and to find ways of conbating custons and traditions
prejudicial to the youth. Article 20 of the Ternms of Reference and
Regul ati ons of the High Youth Council underlines the inportance of

i nteracti ons and exchanges of views anong the youth. Some provisions of this
article are as foll ows:

(a) Finding scientific and practical methods to foster exchanges of
views and interaction of ideas and thoughts with a viewto providing a
conduci ve environnent for ensuring the intellectual devel opnent of the young
generati on;

(b) Gui ding and protecting the young generation in exercising the
right to express their views and thoughts.

27. Children are free to express their views provided the exercise of this
right is not contrary to their best interest, and according to the |aw they
have the right to be heard in any judicial proceedings. This right is

exerci sed by the natural or |egal guardian. The child has the right to appear
in court with the guardian or parents or any other person designated by the
public prosecutor. According to the Single Article Act on Appointnment of
Guardian (1937), if the claimant in a | awsuit happens to be a mnor child, and
if the child does not have parents or a guardian, a |legal guardian is

appoi nted by the public prosecutor. |[If designation of a | egal guardi an causes
a waste of time or is detrinmental to the interests of the child, the public
prosecutor nust appoint a tenporary guardian so that the latter may coll ect
the necessary evidence and | odge a conpl aint on behalf of the child.

1. CVIL RIGHTS AND LI BERTI ES

A. Nane and nationality (art. 7)

28. Article 993 of the Civil Code stipulates that the birth of each child
and the abortion of a foetus six nonths after conception shall be reported to
the Departnent of Personal Status within the tinme and manner prescribed by

| aws or special procedures. Further, article 997 of the Civil Code provides
that every person nmust have a surnane.

29. The Personal Status Registration Act (1976) stipulates that every child
must have a given nanme and a surnane. Selection of titles or ranks as well as
designations that are | ewd or inappropriate for the gender of the child are
forbi dden. The surnanme of a child, pursuant to the note to article 41 of the
Personal Status Registration Act, is the famly nanme of the father.

30. The | egal grace period for the announcenent of the birth of a child
is 15 days as of the date of birth. After the expiration of the prescribed
period, if the fact of birth is not recorded, those who are |legally bound are
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considered as violators of the law and, pursuant to article 3 of the Law on
Contravention, Crimes and Puni shments concerni ng Registration of Persona
Status enacted by the Council of Expedi ency (August 1991), wll be prosecuted.
In case of conviction the violator shall be liable not only for registration
of the birth but also for paynment of a fine.

31. Pursuant to article 16 of the Personal Status Registration Act,
declaration of birth shall be carried out by the follow ng persons: father

nmot her in the absence of a father, at the earliest tine she is able to perform
the duty; paternal grandfather; court-nom nated guardi an, or executor, or
trustee; persons who are legally bound to care for the child; the official or
representative of the institution charged with the custody of the child.

32. In case none of the above persons proceed to declare the birth for

regi stration purposes, when the child reaches the age of majority, he/she wll
be personally responsible to report to the Departnent of Personal Status

Regi stration and obtain an identity card. |If a child is born in an
institution such as a penitentiary or a correction house or the like, the
authorities of such institutions nmust, pursuant to the note to article 18 of
the Registration and Personal Status Act, declare the fact of birth and nake
the necessary arrangenents for the recording of the birth.

33. In accordance with article 13 of the Personal Status Registration Act,
the fact of birth in Iran is recorded by the official of the Departnment of
Personal Status Registration and in foreign countries it is recorded by the

I ranian Consular O ficers in an appropriate docunent of birth. Recording the
birth of those children whose parents' marriage is not sol emmized, pursuant to
the note under article 16 of the Personal Status Registration Act, declaration
of the fact of birth and execution of the docunents relating thereto are the
joint responsibility of the nother and the father

34. If it is not possible to acquire the agreenent of the father and the
nmot her regardi ng declaration of the birth of the child, for exanple if one of
themis not available, or one of them disagrees with regard to the bl ood

rel ati onship of the child, the identity card will be issued upon the
application of one of them specifying the given name of the absent party. |If
the parents of a child are not known (in case of an abandoned child), the
birth docunent will be issued with an arbitrary surname in the city where the
child has been found. The arbitrary nature of the nane of the father and

nmot her shall not be reflected in the identity card of the child. In
accordance with article 18 of the Personal Status Registration Act, the
representative or official of the Departnent of Personal Status Registration
who records the birth of the parentless child is required to report the
circunstances to the Public Prosecutor's O fice of the court of first

i nstance.

35. It is understood that if an identity card is issued with an arbitrary
name, and thereupon the real parents of the child are found, the Departnment of
Personal Status Registration is required to correct the identity card pursuant
to the court decision or the docunent of partition of succession, or the
affidavit drawn up in conformity with article 1273 of the Civil Code.
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36. In accordance with article 22 of the Personal Status Registration Act,

if achild dies during birth, or dies inmediately after birth, his death nust
be officially announced and recorded. |In this event, the physician or the
licensed m dwi fe who has been present during birth is required to certify the
process. In case there is no licensed nmidwife, the testinony of two wtnesses
suffices for registration purposes. |If the circunmstances of death are

dubi ous, a burial licence shall be issued after an autopsy.

37. Concerni ng paragraph 1 of article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, article 976 of the Civil Code provides that the foll ow ng persons
are regarded as Iranian nationals:

(a) All persons residing in Iran except those whose foreign
citizenship is established; foreign citizenship is considered to be
established if their docunents of nationality have not been objected to by the
Gover nment of Iran;

(b) Those whose fathers are Irani an whether they were born in Iran or
out side Iran;

(c) Those persons born in Iran of unknown parents;

(d) Those persons born in Iran of expatriate parents, one of whom was
born in Iran;

(e) Persons born in Iran of a father of expatriate nationality who
have resided at | east one year or nore in Iran imediately after attaining the
full age of 18. In other cases their naturalization as Iranian citizens wll
be subject to the naturalization regulations prescribed by the | aw

() Every foreign national that acquires lranian citizenship

(9) Every woman of foreign citizenship who marries an Iranian
nati onal

B. Preservation of identity (art. 8)

38. According to article 8 of the Convention, States parties undertake to
respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, including
nationality, nane and fanmly relations as recognized by | aw w t hout unl awf ul
interference. In addition to article 20 of the Constitution of the Islamc
Republic of Iran which clearly provides that all persons shall enjoy al

human, political, econom c, social and cultural rights, the Civil Code and the
case-law ensure the rights of the child including his or her identity,
nationality, nanme and famly relations. |In order to establish a relationship
between the child and a famly and so that the famly will be able to provide
mat eri al and noral support to the child, it is necessary to register the nanme
of the child in his or her identity card.

39. In accordance with article 12 of the Personal Status Registration Act,
the surname of the child is the same as that of his/her father, even if the
identity card of the child is issued in a different jurisdiction of the
Department of Personal Status Registration. Furthernmore, according to
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article 41 of the aforenmentioned | aw, children who have reached the age of
maturity can choose another surname. The birth of any child in Iran, whether
the nother or the father is Iranian or a foreign national, should be declared
to the representative or the officer of the Departnent of Personal Status
Regi strati on.

40. Regarding the nationality of the child, article 41 of the Constitution
stipulates that Iranian nationality is the indisputable right of every Iranian
and the Governnent is not allowed to deprive an Iranian of his nationality,

unl ess at his own insistence or having accepted the nationality of another
country. The Iranian child also enjoys this right. Although the nationality
of the Iranian child is that of his/her father, the child has the right of
choice and after reaching the age of maturity he/she can choose anot her
nationality in accordance with the rel evant regul ati ons.

41. Cultural growth and devel opnent and perfection of the creative powers
and potentials of the child and enhanci ng hi s/ her evolving capacities to
better understand the inperatives of contenporary times are anong the goals of
the Islam c Republic of Iran. The use of local and ethnic |anguages in the
press and for mass nedia and the teaching of their literature are allowed for
nati onal and ethnic groups (article 15 of the Constitution). This is very

i nportant for preservation and survival of the cultural and national heritage
of Iranian nationals, especially children belonging to national groups.

C. Freedom of expression (art. 13)

42. The preanble to the Convention on the Rights of the Child states that
“the child, by reason of his physical and nental immaturity, needs specia
saf eguards and care, including appropriate |egal protection before as well as

after birth”. Accordingly, the Islam c Republic of Iran recognizes wthin
Islamic principles and culture that the child shall have the right to freedom
of expression; this right shall include freedomto seek, receive and inpart

i nformati on and ideas of all kinds. Thus, use of the print media to the
extent that it is not injurious to the evolving personality of children and
adults is allowed. The Centre for Intellectual Devel opment of Children and
Adol escents, nunerous Cul tural Houses, the H gh Council of Youth, Roshd
magazi ne and other simlar publications are useful and effective for the

i ntel l ectual devel opnent and enhancenent of the evol ving capacities of
children. Moreover, article 24 of the Constitution states that the press and
publications are free in their witings unless such witings are detrinenta
to the foundations of Islamor the rights of the people.

D. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 14)

43. The Iranian Constitution recogni zes and guarantees the principles and
rules set forth in article 14 of the Convention. Articles 12 and 13 of the
Constitution, while recognizing Islamas the State religion, also states that
Zoroastrian, Jewi sh and Christian Iranians are recogni zed religious mnorities
who are free within the jurisdiction of the law to performtheir religious
services and may act according to their religious |laws as far as their

personal status and religious teachings are concerned.
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44, The right to freedom of conscience is respected in Islamc Republic of
Iran. In this respect, article 23 of the Constitution states that
“Inquisition into people's opinion shall be forbidden and no one shall be

of fended or brought to account nerely for having a certain opinion.” As

stated in paragraph 3 of article 14 of the Convention, the aforenentioned
freedons are subject only to such limtations as are prescribed by law and are
necessary to protect public safety, order, health or norals, or the
fundamental rights and freedons of others.

45. Par agraph 3 of article 3 of the Constitution states that the Governnent
shal |l provide people with free education at all levels and facilitate w der
public access to higher education. Free public education facilitates

di scharge of the responsibility of parents in enhancing the evolving
capacities and potentials of children

E. Freedom of association and of peaceful assenbly (art. 15)

46. Articles 26 and 27 of the Constitution guarantee freedom of association
and assenmbly within the framework of the law. Considering the general aspect
of this provision, the freedomis guaranteed to both children and adults.
According to article 26 of the Constitution, “Parties, associations, politica
groups and trade unions and Islamc and recogni zed religions, mnorities,

[and] societies are free, provided they do not violate the principles of

i ndependence, liberty, national unity and Islam c standards and the foundation
of the Islamc Republic of Iran. No person shall be forbidden nor forced to
participate in any of them?”

47. Participation of children in recreational canps, visits to cultural and
hi storical sites, holding of classes at Cultural Houses and attendance of
children at Centres for Intellectual Devel opment of Children and Adol escents,
and so forth provide clear proof that not only such gatherings exist, but they
recei ve the support of the Government. Participation of Iranian children and
youth at international science conpetitions (olynpiads) is in line with this
general policy.

F. Protection of privacy (art. 16)

48. Article 25 of the Constitution states that “Inspection of letters or
failure to deliver them tapping tel ephones and discl osing tel ephone
conversations, divulging telegrans and tel exes, censoring or failure to send
or deliver such nessages, eavesdropping or any inquisition into other people's
private affairs shall be forbidden, unless otherw se provided by |aw”

Article 648 of the Islamic Penalties Act also forbids disclosure of
confidential private information by those who are privy to such information by
reason of their profession. The provisions of this article apply to al

people of lran, including children

G  Access to appropriate information (art. 17)

49. In respect of the principles and ideals set forth in article 17 of the
Convention, States parties ensure that the child has access to information.
In the Islamic Republic of Iran there is no limtation on access to

i nformati on by children, unless the information and material are forbidden in
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accordance with the |l aws and noral and cultural norns. The major organs in
the country that are involved in dissemnation of information are: Centre for
Intell ectual Devel opment of Children and Adol escents, Mnistry of Education

I sl ami ¢ Republic Broadcasting, Mnistry of Culture and Islam c CGuidance,

Nati onal Libraries O ganization, Welfare Organization, and Conputer
Information Centre of the Hi gh Council of Youth. These establishnents provide
nati onal and international information for children and young peopl e through
mass nedi a on various occasi ons and special days such as religious
festivities, International Children's Day, International Day for the Disabl ed,
Bl i nd and Deaf Day, Mentally Handi capped Day, Book Weks, Basij Day, Teachers
Week and so forth.

50. As for the print nedia, there are magazi nes exclusively dedicated to
children and young people: Aftabgardan (Sunflower), QOmid Enghel ab (Hope of
Revol ution), Omid Ayvandeh (Future Hope), Ayandeh Sazan (Future Makers),
Children Soroosh, Children Kayhan, Hezar Gheseh (Thousand Stories), Zanzam
(Arabic), Zanzam (English), Al hoda, and Gol Agha.

51. The House of Young Journalists that was established with the support of
the Mnistry of Culture and Islam c Guidance, the Mnistry of Education, the
Nati onal Hi gh Council of Youth, the Centre for Intellectual Devel opnment of
Chi |l dren and Adol escents and famlies of young journalists makes it possibile
for children and young people to express their views and opinions through such
activities. This “House” publishes three nmagazines for children: Children
and Adol escent Literature, Study of Children and Young Adult Literature, and
Khane (Honme). In addition, it holds painting and handi craft exhibitions for
children, and children's arts and culture festivals.

52. The M nistry of Education, with respect to article 17 of the Convention
organi zes different activities, including:

(a) Est abl i shnment of an information centre to research projects
relating to famly issues in general, and children in particular

(b) Cooperation with the Islamc Republic of Iran Broadcasting for
production of |anguage instruction programres;

(c) “The Voi ce of Teacher” radi o progranme answers questions by
students and their parents on educational matters. This is a daily radio
programe by teachers and qualified experts from4 to 8 p.m;

(d) Educati onal and recreational programes for the enhancenent of
young peopl e;

(e) Cooperation with Aftabgardan newspaper, an exclusively children's
paper, in matters relating to education, particularly for young students;

(f) Cooperation with the Wrld Health O gani zati on through
participation of students in world painting conpetitions for educationa
purposes. In 1994, with the thene of “Hygi ene of Mouuth and Teeth”, and in
1995, with the thenme of “Wrld wi thout Polio”, and in 1996, with the thene
“Healthy Life in Healthy City”, Iranian students won a nunber of prizes;
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(9) Publ i cati on of health books exclusively for children with such
titles as Health Message, Children Heart Care, Tips on Hygiene and Nutrition

53. I rani an students have participated in nunerous science ol ynpi ads and
conpetitions. One such conpetition was a conference held in Shiraz in 1984 in
whi ch 90 mat h and physics students participated. This conference was in fact
the first foundation stone for math conpetitions which later led to the
presence of Iranian students at the World Mathematics Conpetition in Cuba

in 1987. In its first international presence, Iran won a silver nedal. This
success was a strong notive for the evolution of physics, chem stry and
comput er ol ynpi ads.

54, In 1995 the 36th Mathematics A ynpiad, 27th Chem stry d ynpi ad

and 26th Physics O ynpiad were held. Although in these tournanents the
results are on the basis of points scored by individuals, not countries,

I rani an students succeeded in receiving nedals both on an individual and
country basis. In the four aforenmenti oned ol ynpi ads |rani an students won

ei ght gold, eight silver and four bronze nedals. Iran ranked first in the
1995 tournanents in chem stry, third in physics, fifth in conputer science and
ei ghth in mathemati cs.

55. The hol di ng of science olynpiads in the country has increased the nunber
of participants in these conpetitions, enhanced their |evel of know edge and
attracted nore tal ented students to study basic sciences. Moreover, the
presence of the wi nners of olynpiads in mathematics, physics, electrica

engi neering and conputer science has contributed greatly to the |evel of
quality and has inmparted fresh and positive nmomentum anong basic science
teaching staff and their students.

56. The M nistry of Labour and Social Affairs has al so published a magazi ne,
Shokoof eh (Bl osson), since 1994 with the ai mof enhancing the educational and
cultural level of workers' famlies. This magazi ne has a special section
exclusively for children that ainms to contribute to the betternent of
children's education and also fill their leisure tine.

57. Activities of the Council of Children's Books (a governnent organ) in
relation to the pronotion of children books (from June 1994 to June 1995) are
as follows:

(a) Revi ew of published works on children and young adults in 1994
and 1995, preparation of an analytical report on the current situation of
children's books, publication of |ists of good books in print, and awarding
pl aques of appreciation to witers of children's books;

(b) Publ i cation of the 21-vol une Encycl opedia of Children and Young
Adults, one of the nost inportant cultural activities, with the aim of
publ i shing a conprehensive and reliable reference source for children and
youth as well as for those adults dealing with this age group




CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 19

(c) Revi ew of the needs of and publication of materials for
handi capped children and young adults, including publication of Braille books
for the blind, exam ning the needs of the deaf and the nentally retarded for
books, and deliver of cultural services to hospitalized termnally il
chil dren;

(d) Est abl i shnment of libraries for children and young adults who are
in special circunstances, including establishment of libraries in Tehran
Correction Centre in Septenber 1995; establishment of five libraries in cities
hosting Iragi and Afghani refugees with the help of UNHCR (in Jahrom Seman,
Raf sanj an and Bardsir);

(e) Hol di ng of neetings and training workshops for the purpose of
maki ng children famliar with children's and young adult's books, on
i ntroduction of good literary works, on reading and infants, reading in the
famly, and on encouragi ng young people to wite;

(f) Cooperation with international bodies in exchange of information
on children's literature and introduction of children's literature and works
of Iranian witers for translation and publication

58. Public libraries that are affiliated to the Mnistry of Culture and
I sl ami ¢ Gui dance have carried out the follow ng activities in collaboration
wi th other donestic organizations:

(a) Est abl i shnment of nunerous libraries in urban areas;

(b) Establ i shment of libraries in rural areas with the coll aboration
of the Mnistry of Jihad for Construction with special enphasis on rura
children and with the aimof pronoting book-readi ng habits;

(c) Li brary services, in collaboration with the Welfare Organi zation
for the disabled and the blind with particular enphasis on children and youth;

(d) Est abl i shnment of children's sections in public libraries of cities
where the Centre for Intellectual Devel opment of Children and Adol escents has
no library;

(e) Al | ocation of 40 per cent of the budget for the purchase of books
to children's books.

59. Furthernore, the Welfare Organi zati on has arranged | anguage instruction
programes for children of religious mnorities and children who speak

i ndi genous | anguages. These programmes need better support and planning. The
Wel fare Organi zati on prevents the publication of materials and information
that are harnful for the nental health and happi ness of children and create
fear, anxiety and di sappoi nt ment.

60. Policy-making in the sphere of cinema in the Islam c Republic of Iran
takes into view Islam c nornms, tenets and culture, in such a manner that the
i mplications of these policies and norns enconpass all audi ences, including
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children. In this respect, the Young Ci nema Society of Iran produced 45 filns
in 1994 and won the best story filmaward at the Young Ci nema Festival. The

Soci ety was al so recogni zed as the best documentary film producer

61. Furthernore, Farabi Ci nema Foundati on has produced 34 fil ns,
participated in many donmestic and international children's filmfestivals, and
has won numerous awards at international filmfestivals.

H.  The right not be subjected to torture
and ot her cruel, inhuman or degradi ng
treatnent or punishnent (art. 37 (a))

62. In accordance with the Civil Code, “custody of the child is both the
right and duty of the parents”. The child should obey his parents and conply
with their logical and rational guidance, and try to be a good and usefu
person for his/her famly and the society.

63. The Islam c Republic is a system of governnment based on faith in the
nobility and sublinme value of man and |iberty and his responsibility before
God. Thus, Muslins and the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran have an
obligation to deal with people of other faiths and their fellow brethren on
the basis of Islamc equity and justice and respect their human rights.
Accordingly, the Islamic systemis based on good conduct, justice, and
enjoining the right and forbidding the wong. 1In this respect, and especially
for nore vul nerable children who need protection, the |egislator has

contenpl ated provisions for those who cause physical and psychol ogical harmto
children and certain punishnments are envi saged.

64. In accordance with the Law on Aggravati on of Puni shment of Abductors of
Per sons, any person who abducts another person, by fraud or threat, for the
purpose of extortion or revenge or for any other unlawful purposes shall be
sentenced upon conviction to a prison termranging from2 to 10 years and if

the victimis a child below 15 years of age the punishnent shall increase to
from3 to 15 years. |In the event that the victimdies or disappears due to
abduction or is subjected to sodony or rape, the guilty person will be

sentenced to capital punishnent.

65. Al t hough in accordance with the Civil Code (art. 1179) the parents have
the right to punish their children, they cannot nmete out excessive punishment.
To protect the rights of the child and to ensure that this right of parents is
exercised within limts, the Islam c Penalties Act underlines that punitive
actions by parents should be within the norns of corrective action and shoul d
not cause any bodily harmto the child. Also, in accordance with article 484
of the Islam c Penalties Act, infliction of any stroke that causes a change of
col our of the skin should be indemified by paynment of dieh (bl ood noney).
These provisions emanate from lslamc principles on the upbringing of children
and their purpose is to limt punitive and corrective actions agai nst

children. The purpose of such punitive action is solely for the better
upbringing of children. Furthernore, corporal punishnment of children in
schools by the staff is forbidden
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V. FAMLY ENVI RONVENT AND ALTERNATI VE CARE

A. Parental quidance (art. 5)

66. In the Islamic Republic of Iran the famly has the primary

responsi bility for human devel opnent and enhancenent of the cultural, noral
and social values of children. The general direction of all |laws and nationa
pl ans of the country is toward facilitating the establishnent of a famly and
strengthening its foundation. In accordance with article 1104 of the Civi
Code, the two spouses should cooperate in raising their children. Moreover,
article 43 of the Constitution underlines the need for provision of housing,
food, clothing, health, education, and the possibility for formation of a
famly.

67. In keeping with article 5 of the Convention on the responsibilities,
rights and duties of parents, in Iran the guardi ans or other persons legally
responsi ble for the child should provide, in a manner consistent with the

evol ving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance. 1In this
connection and for the purpose of better guidance of parents, counselling and
fam |y advisory centres have been established nati onwi de. The guardi an of the
child can also participate in progranmes of the Parents and Teachers

Associ ation. This Association offers educational programes, within the
framework of Islamic laws, for parents on the rights of the child.

68. The Parents and Teachers Association of the Islam c Republic of Iran is
a non-profit and non-governmental organization. This Association is
established with the support of those who are interested in the education of
young people. Fam |y education classes for the guidance of parents have been
hel d on the foll ow ng subjects throughout the country: appropriate treatnent
of children; physical and mental health of children; relations between
parents; psychol ogy.

69. The Wel fare Organi zation has taken the follow ng actions in relation to
parental gui dance:

(a) Publ i cation of the periodical Let's teach our children;

(b) Hol di ng of nonthly |ectures for managers of child-care centres
with a viewto informng them about children's rights;

(c) Sendi ng educati onal experts and experts in the prevention of
disabilities to urban and rural areas for raising awareness of parents;

(d) Hol di ng of educational neetings for parents, dissem nation of
rel evant panphl ets and books, production of radio and television programes,
producti on of educational videos and feature fil ns;

(e) | mpl ement ati on of the plan “Educati on of Parents to Prevent
M streatment of Children” with the cooperation of UN CEF

70. The Wel fare Organi zation held a conference and carried out a number of
programes on 6-8 Cctober 1996 in conmenoration of International Children's
Day and for the purpose of attracting the attention of Governnent and ot her
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authorities and raising awareness on children's issues. On the day of the
conference (7 Cctober), in addition to many performances, sonme government
officials also delivered speeches on the rights of the child.

B. Parental responsibilities (art. 18, paras. 1 and 2)

1. Hezanat

71. In the religious |laws of Islam taking care of and educating the child
is referred to as Hezanat (child custody). The Iranian Civil Code, which
emanates fromlslamc jurisprudence, in this respect relies on the provisions
of religious jurisprudence sources. In accordance with article 1168 of the
Cvil Code, “custody of the child is both the right and duty of the parents”.
The custody of the child entails under the | aw the use of all necessary neans
for survival, growth, physical and nental health, and in general, anything
that is required for the child because of his/her age. According to the G vi
Code, in the event of separation of parents, if the child is male, he wll
remai n under the custody of the nother for two years and afterwards the
custody of the child will pass to the father. 1In the case of a female child,
she will remain under the protection and custody of the nother until she is
seven years old. Paynent of the maintenance for the child is the
responsibility of the father. Guardianship rests with the father and paterna
grandf at her; the mother has | ess responsibility in this regard.

72. Some of the provisions of the Civil Code relating to parenta
responsibilities are as foll ows:

(a) Article 1171: in the event of the death of one of the parents,
guardi anship of the child will devol ve upon the parent who is still alive,
even though the deceased is the father of the child and has nom nated a | ega
guardi an for the child;

(b) Article 1172: neither of the parents can refrain from maintaining
the child during the period he/she is legally responsible for custody. |If
he/she fails to perform his/her duty, the court, at the insistence of the
ot her party or the guardian or one of the relatives or public prosecutor, wll
direct himher to take up the custody. |If such decree is not enforceable, the
court shall direct the custody at the expense of the father, and if the father
di es, at the expense of the nother;

(c) Article 1175: the child cannot be taken away fromthe parents or
fromthe nmother or the father to whom custody is entrusted, unless for |awful
reason;

(d) Article 1180: a mnor child is under the guardianship of its
father or parental grandfather. Such is also the case for the inmature child,
provided immaturity or nental unfitness continues fromthe age of mnority,;

(e) Article 1184: if the natural guardian of the child is unworthy of
the adm ni stration of the state of his ward or if he m sappropriates property,
the court will, on application of the child' s relatives or on the request of
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the public prosecutor who has to be a party to the suit, and after
establishnment of the incapacity or dishonesty of the guardian, assign a
financial trustee to work with the natural guardi an

() Article 1186: in cases where strong indications exist show ng
di shonesty of the natural guardian in respect of the estate of his ward, the
public prosecutor is obliged to apply to the court of first instance
requesting his actions to be investigated. The court will exam ne the
conplaint and will act according to article 1184 if his dishonesty is proved.

73. In case there is no guardi an or executor, pursuant to article 103 of the
Act concerning Non-litigious Matters, the trustee appointed by the conpetent
court shall represent the foetus in partition of the estate. Upon
distribution of the estate, the adm nistration of the share of the foetus wll
be carried out by the trustee as long as the infant is not born

2. Education

74. Article 1178 of the Civil Code stipulates that “parents are required to
the extent of their nmeans to nmake the necessary arrangenents for the education
of their children”. The parents should cooperate with each other for the
upbringi ng and education of their children. |In accordance with article 1104
of the Civil Code, “Both spouses are obliged to cooperate with each other for
the well-being of the fam |y and education of their children.” Education of
the child consists of the |earning of social custons and nores and noral and
religious values conpatible with the famly environnent of the child and the
know edge or techniques necessary for the tinme, place and social environnent
of the child in such a way that he/she may later find a useful occupation in
society and | ead a decent life.

75. According to the Islamc faith the responsibility for the upbringing of
the child rests with the parents and the Governnment should help them fulfi
this responsibility. Article 21 of the Constitution provides that the
CGovernment shall guarantee wonen's rights in every respect with due observance
of the Islam c precepts and shall proceed to

(a) Create a favourabl e atnosphere for upgrading the personality of
worren and restoration of their material and spiritual rights;

(b) Assign a conpetent court to protect the existence and survival of
the famly;

(c) Provi de wi dows, the aged and unprotected wonmen with insurance
facilities;

(d) Protect mothers, especially during pregnancy and nursing, and al so
or phaned chil dren;

(e) Entrust worthy nothers with the guardianship of children with a
view to ensuring the latter a happy future, in case there is no | ega
guar di an.
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76. | ssuance of permt by the Welfare Organi zation for the establishment of
private child-care centres with a view to supporting parents and the education
of children, and a two-hour daily | eave for working nmothers to feed their
infants wi thout deducting fromtheir annual |eave allowable are anong other
facilities provided for the upbringing and raising of children. Also, a
Single Clause Act has been approved for the well-being of working nothers by
which all enployers that have wonmen enpl oyees are obliged to establish
nurseri es and day-care centres or pay a part of the cost relating to
child-care centres used by wonen enpl oyees. Pregnancy | eave has been

i ncreased fromthree to four nonths.

C. Separation fromparents (art. 9)

77. In respect of paragraph 1 of article 9 of the Convention on separation
from parents against the will of children, it should be noted that such
separations rarely take place in the Islam c Republic of Iran due to cultura
and religious attachnents. Children have special attachnent to their parents
and this attachment is not severed under normal circunstances, except in rare
cases such as those invol ving abuse of the child by parents (for exanple), for
narcotics trafficking, immral activities, neglect by parents of their
children. 1In such cases parentless children are placed in the institutions
managed by the Welfare Organi zati on, NGOs and charitable bodies. |In certain
cases when because of the best interest of the child the court has no choice
but to separate the child from his/her parents so as to protect his/her

physi cal and social safety, sone famlies, in addition to the aforenenti oned
institutions, volunteer to care for these parentless children. The Judiciary
of the Islamc Republic of Iran plans to establish institutions for the care
of parentless children

78. Regarding article 9, paragraph 2, the courts in the Islamc Republic of
Iran recogni ze the best interest of the child in litigation involving

children, and close relatives are invited to the court to present their views
on the best interest of the child. Since age of maturity is one of the
conditions for the parties to a lawsuit, children are personally exenpted from
being party to a litigation, but the parents or guardian can attend
proceedi ngs on their behalf. The provisions of the Cvil Code stipulate that
the female child shall remain under the protection and custody of the nother
until she is seven years of age and the male child until two years of age,
provi ded mai nt enance expenses are paid by the father

79. In accordance with article 1174 of the Civil Code, “if the parents of
the child do not reside in the sane place due to divorce or any other reason
either one of themwho is not charged with the custody of the child, is
entitled to visit the child”. The time and place of visit or other issues of
the case are decided by the competent court. Also, in article 1182 of the
Civil Code it is specified that either the father or the paternal grandfather
may appoi nt an executor to take care of and attend to the education of the
child after his death and admi nister the child' s financial affairs.

D. Fanily reunification (art. 10)

80. The Islam c Republic of Iran poses no restriction for applications by a
child or his or her parents to enter or |eave the country for the purpose of
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famly reunification. But a separate passport for the child is not issued and
the perm ssion of the parent is required as prescribed by the Passport Law.

If the child does not have a father the Prosecutor Ceneral can deci de about
the relationship of the child and the famly and provide facilities for the
famly reunification.

81. Par agraph 2 of article 10 of the Convention while respecting nationa
laws calls on States parties to respect the right of the child and his or her
parents to | eave any country and to enter their own country and such a right
shall be subject only to such restrictions that are necessary to protect

nati onal security. Taking this point into account and the fact that in the

I slami c Republic of Iran sentinmental and enotional issues are given nuch

wei ght, Iran does not have any problemw th provisions of this article.

E. |Illicit transfer and non-return (art. 11)
82. The Islamc Republic of Iran enforces the Law concerning Aggravation of
Puni shment for Traffickers of Persons across Borders and Use of Children for
Trafficking of Illicit Drugs. To this end, Iran has concluded bilatera
agreenents and in cases of illicit transfer of children returns the child that
has been brought to Iran illegally. There is no punishnment for children in

such cases but a commtnment is received fromthe parents of the child or
hi s/ her close relatives to be nore careful with their child.

F. Recovery of nmmintenance for the child (art. 27, para. 4)

83. The provisions of this paragraph are taken into account in the
prelimnary investigations by the court. The person applying for the custody
of the child should prove that he/she has the financial capacity and can
secure the conditions of living necessary for the child s devel opment. Al so,
in accordance with article 1199 of the Civil Code, maintenance of children is
the responsibility of the father and in case of the death of the father or his
inability to sustain the child, the responsibility devol ves upon the paterna
grandfather. In the absence of father or grandfather on the paternal side, or
their inability to provide maintenance, the duty rests on the nother. 1In the
event that the nmother is deceased or is not able to sustain and support the
child, the responsibility shall rest upon grandfathers on the maternal side,
and grandnot hers and paternal grandnothers who are sufficiently well off to
pay for the child s maintenance. 1In case a nunber of grandparents have
simlar status in degree of consanguinity, the maintenance and support
expenses shall be borne by all of themin equal portions.

84. According to the definition in article 1204 of the Civil Code, nafagheh
(child mai ntenance expenses) includes the neans of |iving, dwelling, clothing,
food, and furniture to the extent of nere necessities, and contingent upon the
nmeans of the person who provides the maintenance and support. Medical and
school i ng expenses al so constitute part of the nmaintenance. |n cases when
parents do not have financial capacity to maintain their children, there are
institutions such as the I mam Khoneini Relief Conmittee and Mstazaf an
Foundati on that provide material assistance and support programmes.
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85. I mam Khoneini Relief Committee had 4.7 mllion people under its support

programes in 1995 of whom 33 per cent were children and young adults. O the
total of 1.5 mllion children covered by these programes, 936, 000

(60.5 per cent) were girls, 611,000 (39.5 per cent) boys. A tota

of 5.2 per cent of all children and adol escents in the country are covered by

this institution of whom 38.8 per cent are orphans and parentless chil dren.

O the 1.5 mlIlion children under the protective unbrella of the |Imam Khonei ni
Relief Commttee, 1,030,000 (66.5 per cent) are fromrural areas, and 517,000

(33.5 per cent) fromurban areas. About 45,6000 of these children suffer from
at |least one sort of disability.

G Children deprived of a famly environnent (art. 20)

86. According to article 20 of the Convention, a child deprived of his or
her fam |y environment shall be entitled to protection and assi stance by the
State. Recognizing the inportance of famly environnment and its positive
contribution to the proper devel opment of the child, in the Islam c Republic
of Iran rmuch effort is made to ensure that the child continues to live in a
famly environnent. However, where the safety or the physical, psychol ogi cal
nmoral and social health of the child is at risk, the Governnent and rel evant
organi zati ons provide protection, tenporarily or permanently, in specia
centres, and within applicable laws and regul ations find socially and norally
qualified famlies with which to place the child. 1In this respect, |ega
sanctions are enforced in these centres for the purpose of protecting the
rights of parentless children and creating economc, social, and enptiona
security and neeting the current and future needs of children. The Welfare
Organi zation is the conpetent body that takes care of these children. It
establishes specialized conmttees that place these children in foster or
adoptive famlies, taking into account their social, cultural, noral and
econom ¢ status.

87. According to Islamc principles, if a child for whatever the reason
cannot remain with his or her parents, he or she is given to one of the
relatives, and in case there is no paternal relative, there are private pl aces
where children can be pl aced:

(a) Nursery. This is a place where parentless children frominfancy
to five years of age are placed and cared for on a 24-hour basis. In
the 10 nurseries operating in provincial centres there are nore than 465
i nfants and children;

(b) Day and N ght Protection Services Conplex. This is a place within
the Urban Protection Services Conpl exes where children above the age of five
are cared for, on the basis of separation by gender and 24-hour service, unti
the tinme they reach the I egal age of maturity and are qualified to be
rel eased. The ceiling for the nunber of children that can be accepted in
these units is nine. There are 38 such units nationw de which protect about
500 children;

(c) I ndependent Day and Ni ght Centre. This is an independent
institution for children from 12 years to | egal age that operates under the
direct supervision of the Welfare Organization for the purpose of providing
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for the physical, enotional and social needs of children. The ceiling for the
nunber of children in these 24-hour units is 30. The total nunmber of such
i ndependent units nationwide is 19 and they cover 561 children

88. Some famlies in Iran volunteer to raise and care for three to five
children under the protection of the Welfare Organi zation |ike other nmenbers
of their own famly. This method of foster parents is nostly for girls up
to 13 years of age who are without parents and relatives. About 10

to 14 children wi thout guardi ans accepted by the Welfare Organi zati on are
placed with a commtted famly and can acquire their personality devel opnent
within a famly environment. So far, 5 houses for 51 girls have been

est abl i shed.

89. The obj ectives of protecting children in these 24-hour units are as
fol |l ows:

(a) Mai nt enance, care, upbringing and gui dance of children who are
suffering fromproblenms resulting fromlack of parents or parental or guardian
abuse, and creation of a conducive environment for their devel opnent;

(b) Provi di ng necessary facilities for the protection of the famly
and preventing the breakup of famlies;

(c) Pronmoti on of a healthy and sound society and prevention of socia
mal adi es resulting fromlack of fam |y environnment and parental or guardi an
abuse;

(d) Teaching required skills to children with a view to enabling them
to |l ead an independent life and alleviating their dependence on such a 24-hour
protective environment;

(e) Creation and consolidation of an appropriate environment that is
conducive to the child' s devel opment and simlar to famly environment with a
view to realizing the qualitative goals of the new system of upbringing and
devel opnent of the child by utilizing the material and noral resources of the
Wel fare Organi zation and vol unteer forces;

() Preparing children to enter the society, enhance their
self-reliance and inparting necessary notives for continuation of education
conscription in mlitary service, enployment and, finally, marriage and the
formation of famly.

H  Adoption (art. 21)

90. Adoption is accepted in the Islamc Republic of Iran under the title of
guardi anship. Children nmay be put under the tutorship and supervision of a
conpetent famly by a judicial decree and in accordance with the Act
Concerning Protection of Children Wthout Parents. Article 1 of this Act
provi des that “every wi fe and husband residing in Iran can take care of a
child upon nutual agreenment and in accordance wi th approval of the court and
pursuant to the regulations and relating to child supervision (adoption)”.
Thus, applicants residing outside Iran cannot apply for adoption
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91. Since the famly is a sacred and inportant institution in the Islamc
Republic of Iran, tutorship and supervision (adoption) nay be assuned only by
a husband and wife and single persons are precluded legally from accepting
this responsibility. The intention of this lawis to provide a famly
environnment for children who are deprived of the privilege of having a
conpassionate famly and caring parents. The request for supervision and
tutorship of a child, pursuant to article 3 of this Act, nust be jointly
prepared and submitted to the court. The intention of the legislator in this
respect was to prevent adoption substituting for formation of a famly. Al so,
par agraph 3 of the Act concerning the Authorization of Conpliance with
Personal Status of Non-Shiite Iranian by the Courts (1933) provides that with
respect to adoption the usage and established laws in the religion of the
adoptive father or nmother who adopts the child shall be conplied wth.

I. Periodic review of placenent (art. 25)

92. The Islam ¢ Republic of Iran recognizes the principles enbodied in this
article. If the court considers the applicants (both spouses) legally
qualified and conpetent, it will, upon securing the approval of the

institution where the child is institutionalized or the person who has
tenporary care of the child, issue a provisional and probationary order
allowi ng the couple to supervise and tutor the child for six months. During
this probationary period the Departnent of Social Assistance maintains contact
with the couple and the child and keeps general supervision over the famly.
After six months, if the adopting parents still insist on their application
and the physical and nmental health of the child is satisfactory on the basis
of the report of the relevant social worker, the court will issue the

j udgenent of adoption upon receiving the necessary assurances that maintenance
and education expenses of the child will be provided until he or she reaches
the age of maturity (even in case of the death of the spouses). Before
delivering the child to the applicant for adoption all necessary nedical and
psychol ogi cal exam nations on both the famly and the child are perforned.

J. Protection from abuse and neglect (art. 19), physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration (art. 39)

93. In addition to the provisions of articles 1172 and 1173 of the GCivi

Code mentioned earlier, article 4 of the Act concerning Provision of Means of
Educati on of Iranian Children (approved 1974) states that the father or nother
who prevents his or her child (under 18 years of age) from conpleting
secondary-1evel education or does not enroll the child at school is guilty of
an offence. Furthernore, if as a result of neglect by the father or nother in
the upbringing of a child damages are caused to others, the guardian of the
child can be held accountable (article 7 of the Civil Liabilities Act).

Accordi ngly, damages to the child, if caused as a result of neglect, are also
the responsibility of the guardian

94. The Directorate for Cultural and Prevention Affairs of the Welfare
Organi zation has carried out activities directly or indirectly for the purpose
of raising public awareness about the rights of the child. These progranmes
are as foll ows:

(a) Publ i ¢ education on the social health of children and adol escents;



CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 29

(b) Hol di ng of International Children's Day with the theme, “Children
Creativity and Society”;

(c) Organi zing pavillions and semnars with the thene of “Creative
Chil dren, Future Creators”;

(d) Publ i cati on of educational brochures (15,000 copies), on the
themes of the role of famly in prevention of social deviations of children
open talks with wi ves and husbands on famly health, the time of adol escence,
how we can have a happy famly, ways to overcone inhibitions, self-confidence,
accepting role nodels, a few words on rewardi ng, etc.

95. For the purpose of preventing social ills, a nunber of programres have
been designed in collaboration with “Healthy City Council”, affiliated to the
muni ci pality, to pronmote the health of children and adol escents. Sone of the
programmes in this respect are:

(a) Est abl i shnent of fam |y gui dance and counsel |l ing services;

(b) The Voi ce of the Counsellor of the Welfare Organi zati on provides

an opportunity for callers to discuss their marital, sexual, |egal
psychol ogi cal , educational, professional, economc, social, physical and
health problens. In 1995, 9,548 callers under 18 years of age contacted the

Voi ce of the Counsellor. O this nunber 1,195, or 12.5 per cent, were
children bel ow 6 years of age; 1,991 persons, or 18.8 per cent,

were 6-10 years of age or elenentary-level school age; 1,538 persons

or 16.1 per cent, were at guidance level (11-13 years); and the rest, 5, 024,
or 52.6 per cent, were in the 14-18 age group or secondary school age.
Studi es show that the | argest nunmber of problens (3,596, or 37.7 per cent)
relate to upbringing and relations with other people at the individual Ievel.
Next in inportance is educational problens (1,889 persons, or 19.8 per cent)
and psychol ogi cal problens (1,857, or 19.4 per cent).

V. HEALTH AND BASI C WELFARE

A. Survival and devel opnent (art. 6, para. 2)

96. This matter was explained earlier under “the best interest of the
child".

B. Disabled children (art. 23)

97. The Welfare Organization is the responsible body for welfare and
rehabilitative services for children. 1In this respect, it does its utnost to
expand support services and public facilities, and al so pays subsidies to the
private sector to create a balance in supply and demand. At present, famlies
with disabled children are supported financially and through special centres
rehabilitative services are offered to disabled children and famlies with

di sabled children. It also assists in offering vocational and enpl oynment

pl acenent services as well as drawing up the required regul ations, such as
allocation of a 3 per cent share of enployment for the disabled and the plan
for empl oynent of the disabled, which includes young persons under 18,
facilitating their entry into society.
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98. Educati on of blind and deaf children and providing services conpatible
with their conditions take place through Famly Centres and the Centre for

Bl i nd and Deaf Children. This programe hel ps establish a relationship
between the child and the famly, and ultinmately the society, and prepares
children for a normal and decent life. Counselling and social services,
directly or via tel ephone, for the purpose of resolving the probl ens of
children, and inprovement of educational systems and genetic consultations for
the prevention of disabilities constitute another inportant part of the
activities for the protection of children

99. Wth the establishment of a school for exceptiona
ago, special attention is being paid to this group of children. The
Exceptional Education Organization covered in the 1373/74 school year (Ilranian
cal endar, equivalent to 21 March 1994 to 21 March 1995) nore than 55, 200

children 70 years

exceptiona
In 1374/ 75

children and students with the help of 10,000 qualified experts.
it had 60,006 students with 12,185 qualified teaching and

adm ni strative staff.

reached 7,370 and t he nunber

In 1375 the tota
of schools was 825.

di stribution of exceptiona

nunmber

students were 39.6 per

of exceptiona
In 1375 the gender
cent girls

school

cl asses

and 60.4 per cent boys. GCender distribution of personnel in exceptiona
education in 1375 was 7,366 fenmales and 4,819 nmales. Myreover, distribution
of exceptional children, on the basis of educational levels, is as follows:
Table 4. Exceptional children, by educational |eve
Level Preparat o El enent a Vocation | Guidanc | Seconda Seconda | Technic | Total
ry ry al e ry ry al High
(Curren (Previo School
t us
system system
Nunber 12 366 41 867 705 317 608 616 672 60
004
Per cent a 20. 6 69. 78 1.17 5.3 1.01 1.02 1.12 100
ge
C. Health and health services (art.24)
100. Considering the priority the State attaches to the well-being of

children and its investnment for
Iran can claimthat with the expansion of
delivery of health services.

success of primary health care services in the Islamc Republic of
commi t ment of the Governnent,

bei ngs,
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i nternati onal agencies such as UN CEF, WHO and UNFPA.
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uni versities and the support of

abl e and productive human
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101. The health-care network begins at the rural and Health House | evel where
behvarz (health workers) work, continues in rural health and treatnment centres
consi sting of general practitioners, mdw ves and dentists, and ends in

uni versity hospitals. Mre than 13,000 Health Houses, 2,100 Rural Health and

Treatment Centres and 1,850 Urban Health Centres are presently active

t hroughout the country. 1In these centres, child health services and services

for other nenbers of the famly are offered free.

102. I mruni zation Programe. In lran imunization is one of the nost
successful conponents of primary health care. This progranme began in 1983
and its goals are:

(a) To rai se the coverage of under-one-year-old children with the aim
of reducing cases of and deaths from neonatal tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis,
poli o, neasles and tubercul osis;

(b) Rai si ng the coverage of imunization against tetanus for wonen of
child-bearing age with a view to elimnating neonatal tetanus. Statistics
for 1983 show that |less than 3 per cent of pregnant wonen were vacci nated
agai nst tetanus and the |evel of inmunization against the aforenmentioned six
di seases anong children reached a maxi mum of 36 per cent. Pursuant to the
i npl ement ati on of the expanded programe on i mruni zation (EPlI), according to
the latest statistics in 1995, these levels for the different antigens are as
fol | ows:

BCG 99.1 per cent;
TOPV 97. 4 per cent;
DTP (3) 97. 4 per cent;
Measl es 95 per cent;
Hepatitis B 18 per cent;

Mat ernal tetanus 82 per cent.

103. The reported cases of neonatal tetanus have ben separated fromreports
on adults. The cases reported show the effectiveness of the progranme and
corroborate the achi evement of 1 case of tetanus per 1,000 live births at
shahrestan (district) level. This report shows that the Islamc Republic of

I ran has achi eved goals for the year 2000. Mreover, the high coverage of
vacci nati on agai nst measl es, the existence of an effective cold chain, the
programe of injection of vaccines at 9 nonths and 15 nonths, and tinely
vacci nati on have caused a considerabl e reduction of reported cases of neasles
and have reduced deaths fromthis disease to practically zero in 1994.
Measl es is under full control in the Islam c Republic of Iran

104. The heal th personnel have gone through conprehensive training for the
i npl enmentation of EPI, and since 1991 focus has been placed on strengthening
foll ow-up nechani sns, information dissenm nation and referring questionable

cases of vaccine-preventabl e diseases. 1In rural areas vaccination is carried
out by behvarzes (health workers) in the Health Houses and nobile teans
deliver these services to rural settlements w thout Health Houses. |In urban

areas vaccination takes place in maternity wards. The reasons for the success
of EPI in Iran are domestic manufacturing of all vaccines, even virus vaccines
(TOPV and measl es), a regular progranmme of vaccination, and prescribing
booster shots for neasles and DTP (di phtheria, tetanus and pertussis) as part
of the routine vaccination and substitution of DT vaccine for TT due to the

i ncrease of cases of diphtheria during latter years of war. Meanwhile, a
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speci al body supervi ses vacci ne manufacturing inside the country and imnports.
This is an inportant elenent in maintaining a high [ evel of vaccination
cover age.

105. To eradicate polionyelitis in Iran by the year 2000, since 1993
“national imunization day agai nst polio” has been organi zed for six
successive years. The goals of this progranme are:

(a) To raise the inmunization | evel of children under five years
to 98 per cent;

(b) To rai se public awareness regarding the need for vacci nation of
children under five years of age;

(c) To involve different segnments of the conmunity in
provi ding 90 per cent of human resources and 50 per cent of the budget for
thi s programe;

(d) To manufacture 100 per cent of demand for vaccines inside the
country.

106. The polio eradication programe is presently in the final stages and the
key to its success is the participation of community, Governnment and private
sectors in the prelimnary and operational phases. According to reports,
confirmed by WHO, no case of wild virus polio has been reported in the

past 18 mont hs.

107. Maintenance and enhancement of the health of nothers and infants as two
vul nerabl e groups constitute an inportant part of health services. After the
victory of the Islamc Revolution and comrencenent of health network systens,
delivering health services to nothers and children has assuned specia
priority. Such services are presently available nationwi de. A conparison of
mat ernal, infant and child death rates before the Islamc Revolution and

in 1995 shows that the reduction of the death rate of children one nonth to
one year of age has been greater than the reduction of infant and materna
nortality.

108. The key elenents for the success of the programme for the reduction of
the maternal and infant nortality rates are upgradi ng know edge of all levels
of health services personnel, increasing the know edge and broadening the
scope of activities of rural mdw ves and health workers, genera
practitioners, mdw fery experts, paediatricians and gynaecol ogi sts, and

equi ppi ng Heal th Houses and Health Centres. These activities can reduce

di sorders and conplications during child-bearing and after delivery, as well
as conplications during the early days of life and can provi de necessary
health care to vul nerable nothers and infants. This progranme is presently at
an initial stage. According to the |latest studies, the maternal nortality
rate from pregnancy disorders is [...] deaths per 100,000 births and the
infant nortality has fallen from 20 per 1,000 live births to |less than 15.
Presently, this programe is being inplenented in two provinces of Khorasan
and East Azerbaijan on an experinmental basis and efforts are under way to
identify causes of maternal and infant nortality in other provinces.

Al ongside this a national research project, “Survey on Patterns of I|nfant



CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 33

Mortality in the Islamc Republic of Iran”, will be inplenented in the near
future along with a research project on “Causes of Stillbirths and Infant
Mortality” in the aforenmentioned two provinces.

109. Wth the advances in technol ogy and new i nformati on on the advantages of
breastfeedi ng, extensive efforts have been made in recent decades to support
and encourage breastfeeding. The primary goal of these efforts is to reverse
the growing trend towards bottle-feeding. 1In order to free Iranian nothers
and children fromthe clutches of companies producing mlk fornmula and to
raise the level of health and survival of children, the Governnent deci ded

in 1985 that the distribution of baby formula should be done by three State
enterprises with identical |abels, and advertisenents for mlk formula were
banned. A scientific comrittee conprising professors of nedical universities,
managers and seni or experts of the Mnistry of Health and Medi cal Education
assunmed the responsibility to teach this progranme at university |level and

then it will be transferred to field |evel. The project for sharing of roons
by nmother and infant was inplenmented with the collaboration of National and
Provi ncial Conmittees on Breast-feeding. 1In this connection, nmenbers of the

Nati onal Conmmittee on Breast-feeding and experts of the National Centre for
the Promption of Breast-feeding visited “baby-friendly” hospitals. Presently,
close to 300 (80 per cent) of public and private hospitals have received a
“baby-friendly” hospital award.

110. As a result of the activities of this programme the proportion of
exclusively breastfed infants has risen from8 per cent in the begi nning of
the programme to 45 per cent in 1994. The inport and consunption of mlk
formul a have al so been reduced from56 mllion cans in 1985 to 12 mllion cans
in 1994. Furthernore, the proportion of infants breastfed until the age of
one is 79 per cent in urban areas and 85.4 per cent is rural areas. In line
with this programme, the Act on Pronption of Breast-feeding and Protection of
Nur si ng Mot hers was approved by the Islam c Consultative Assenbly. This Act
increased maternity |leave fromthree to four nonths, and provided hourly daily
| eave for feeding the infant.

111. Facts and statistics from nunerous research projects denonstrate that
excl usive breastfeeding in the first six nonths after birth can prevent 98 to
99.5 per cent of unwanted pregnancies. Thus, 2.5 mllion |lactating nothers
can use this reliable nethod of contraception in the first six nmonths after
birth.

112. The continuation of this programme depends on the education of the
public. There are plans to overcone probl ens associated with breastfeeding
and to increase the nunber of infants using nmother's mlk

113. Regarding control of diarrhoeal diseases, it is to be noted that
according to studies carried out in 1984 and 1985 on 10 per cent of the
popul ati on, diarrhoeal dehydrati on accounted for 22 per cent of deaths

of children under the age of five; this figure has been brought down

to 5.4 per cent. The Mnistry of Health and Medi cal Education has inpl emented
a di arrhoeal disease programe since 1984 and in this connection a conmittee
conprising menbers of faculty of nmedical science universities and senior
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experts and executive officials has been formed to fornul ate the programe.
The goals of this plan were to reduce deaths resulting fromchild diarrhoea
dehydration and reduction in the incidence of diarrhoeal diseases in children
under the age of five. The activities of this programe are:

(a) To educate general practitioners and paediatricians, experts and
fam |y heal th workers;

(b) To launch an ORT corner in the majority of urban and rural health
centre;

(c) St andar di zati on and harnoni zation of all oral rehydration salts on
the basis of the WHO formul a.

114. Acute respiratory infections (ARlI), along with diarrhoeal diseases are
the | eadi ng causes of deaths among chil dren under the age of five. The
programe for the control of chronic respiratory infections for under-five
children began in 1973 and gradual ly extended nati onwi de. For the

i mpl enmentati on of these programres, health personnel, general practitioners
and paedi atrician nenbers of university faculties receive training.

115. To reduce deaths of children under five as a result of ARl and for
preventi ve purposes, efforts have been nmade to make appropriate diagnostic and
treatment services accessible to all. Education of famlies, better

vacci nation coverage and elimnation of contributing factors such as vitamn A
deficiency and malnutrition have al so been instrumental in realizing the goals
of this programre. Ampong the points of strength of this programme are the

exi stence of a national health network, the provision of required equi prent
and nedi ci ne, continuos supervision, a reliable and conprehensive scientific
basis and the participation of educational hospitals in research programes.
Neverthel ess, there are difficulties in explaining and justifying the
programe for university teachers and in educating the public. Anobng the

achi evenents of this programme has been reduction of deaths of children under
five years of age due to acute respiratory infection from 17 per cent to

7.1 per cent. Furthernore, in 99.5 per cent of health and treatnent centres
the rel evant personnel have received necessary training and these centres have
99.5 per cent capacity to handle ARl cases. The nortality rate from pneunonia
has declined to 0.5 per 1,000 (1994) and pertussis vaccination coverage is

98 per cent.

116. Regarding the canpai gn agai nst iodine deficiency disorders, (I1DD), the
Islamic Republic of Iran is not an iodine-deficient country. |In the first
publ i shed survey in the latter part of the 1960s the preval ence of iodine
deficiency cases in nountainous regions of Al borz and Zagros was reported to
be hi gh, but nothing was done in that connection. |In the latter part of

the 1980s conprehensive research was carried out on IDD in four provinces

whi ch showed a high Ievel of IDD. Considering the high incidence of |IDD and
its inpact on the growh of the child, a canpaign against iodine deficiency as
a national health novenent and by iodizing salt and prescribing iodine oil to
peopl e began in earnest. lodized salt was distributed in hyperendem c regions
t hrough the primary health care network and in other parts of the country
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through the private sector. The Mnistry of Health and Medi cal Education
suppl i es potassiumiodine to salt-producing factories. At present 87 per cent
of the urban popul ation and 76 per cent of rural people consume iodized salt
and this figure will hopefully reach 100 per cent.

117. Regarding nouth and teeth hygiene, it is to be noted that the plan for
integrating mouth and teeth health into the PHC network has been approved and
will be inplemented in seven provinces. The three vul nerable groups, children
under 6 years of age, the 6-12 age group and wonen of chil d-bearing age, are
covered by services offered nationwide in a nunber of health centres that have
dentistry units, dentists or nmouth and dental health workers, and other

rel ated equi pnent.

118. Wth expansion of urbanization and the creation of satellite towns near
large cities, the delivery of health and treatnent services to vul nerable
groups, especially children, though urban health and treatnent centres has
faced major problens. Since 1991 the Mnistry of Health and Medi cal Education
has endeavoured to involve the comunity with a view to inparting nmonentumto
delivery of services. 1In this respect the Mnistry launched a project to
facilitate better interaction with the conmunity with specific ainms such as
educating fam lies about the health of nothers and children, identifying
non-vacci nated children, enhancement of the nutrition of children and

i nprovenent of the general heath situation. Mre than 19,000 health

coordi nators are active nationwide. They play an inportant role in raising
child health services coverage in areas surrounding large cities.

119. The Mnistry of Educati on began inplenenting the School Health Wrkers
Project in 1992. In this project, interested students from each class are
selected with the help of health trainers. After receiving direct training,
the sel ected students serve as health workers on school prem ses and supervise
and train other students. At present all schools throughout the country have
school health workers. The goal of this project is to inprove and maintain a
| evel of health at schools by involving the active participation of students.
The objectives of this project are:

(a) To make good use of the skills and experiences of health trainers
with a view to maintaining and inproving the education |evel of students;

(b) To i nprove and upgrade the know edge and outl ook of students
towards issues relating to their hygi ene and health;

(c) To use students as health workers at school, at hone and in
society with a view to having a positive inmpact on the general health of

soci ety;

(d) To pronote a spirit of cooperation, solidarity and positive
conpetition anmong students in relation to health activities of school

(e) To inpart enthusiasm and greater nonentum anong health trainers
with a viewto realizing long-term health objectives in schools;

(f) To enabl e students acquire health skills and capabilities.
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120. Progress in inproving nutrition has not been in parallel with the
substantial reduction in child nortality. According to the |atest survey, the
nunber of children suffering frommalnutrition is 15 per cent anong boys and
16.3 per cent anong girls. The resulting information shows that growth trend
of children begins to slow after comrencenent of supplenentary feeding. A

mul ti faceted progranme has been designed to counter this nutrition problem

121. Population growh in Iran has varied greatly. The popul ation growh
rate for 1986-1996 was 3.2 per cent. This rapid growmh rate has been reversed
due to the fact that increase in population is an inpedinment in the way to
soci al progress and sustai nabl e devel opnent. The conm tnent of Government and
measures taken agai nst this phenomenon have contributed greatly to reduction
of the popul ation growmh rate, bringing it down to 1.5 per cent in urban areas
and 2 per cent in rural areas in 1995 These efforts are mainly concentrated
in following activities:

(a) A conprehensive fam |y planning programre by offering gratis a
broad range of contraceptives to all through PHC networKks;

(b) Focusi ng on w de di ssem nation of information and public
educati on;

(c) Speci al programres tailored for special groups;
(d) Ext ensi ve education of health personnel; and

(e) Pronmoti ng special |egislation supportive of fam |y planning
progr amres.

122. According to the latest survey in 1995, the |level of contraceptive use

i s about 53 per cent which shows an increase of 20 per cent conpared to 1989.
The success in famly planning has caused reduction of overall fertility from
5.6. per cent in 1985 to 3.3 per cent in 1995. Along with this achievement,
sustainability of overall achievenents in health and educati on have al so been
i nportant contributive factors for the reduction of the population growth rate
in lran.

123. Moreover, a popul ation education project has been inplenented in five
provi nces since 1981 by the Mnistry of Education with the cooperation of
UNFPA. I n those provinces, a specific nunber of schools has been sel ected and
the project is inplemented on experinmental basis. Since 1991 concepts
relating to popul ati on educati on have been included in the selected schools.
Furthernore, training courses have been organi zed for provincial coordinators,
instructors at teacher training schools and teachers of this course. The
purpose of this project is to raise know edge and i nformation of students
concerning the econom c, social cultural and environmental inpact of

popul ati on grow h.
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D. Social security and child care services and facilities
(art. 26 and art. 18, para. 3)

124. In accordance with the Social Security Act, the Social Security

Organi zation of the Islam c Republic of Iran provides insurance coverage for
bot h wonen and nen on the basis of their enploynent. The insured and nenbers
of their famly (spouse, children, and nother and father who are dependent on
the insured) benefit frominsurance schenes. 1In the social security system of
Iran the fanmily, as a social unit, benefits fromsocial security insurance in
two ways: as a principal beneficiary and as an affiliated beneficiary.

125. Women and nmen enpl oyees who are engaged in activities covered by socia
security, benefit fromlong-termand short-terminsurance schenes. Long-term
benefits include retirenent, pension and disability paynents as well as
paynments to dependents after death of the head of household. |In the short
term nenbers of the famly of the insured benefit from nedical insurance,
unenpl oyment benefits, compensation, etc.

126. In the Islam c Republic of Iran about 40 per cent of the capacity of
child day care centres and about 30 per cent of provincial child care services
are allocated to children of working nothers, and children w thout guardians
or unknown parents are kept in 24-hour institutions; if their parents are not
identified they will be placed with applicants for adoption

127. The Department of |nsurance and Medical Services for the Needy insures
needy people in line with its mandate under the provisions of the Universa
Insurance Act. In this respect, in 1995, nore than 3.2 mllion people

(1.4 mllion children and adol escents) fromthe needy segnents of the
popul ati on were covered by nedi cal insurance schenmes of the | mam Khonei ni
Relief Committee. The follow ng groups are covered by the Conmittee: Welfare
Reci pients of the Commttee, Martyr Rajaie Plan and Wl fare Organi zation
famlies of prisoners, and haenmpphiliac and ki dney patients and other needy
people. The Conmittee al so assists newl yweds in acquiring basic requirenents
to start their married life. 1In this respect, more than 973,000 new yweds
have sought assistance fromthe Conmittee which has paid 52.8 billion rials
for this purpose. According to a decree by the | eader of the Islam c Republic
of Iran, the Commttee is to expand these activities in com ng years. It
shoul d al so be noted that the nunmber of girls eligible for marriage who are
covered by the Commttee is 252, 000.

E. Standard of living (art. 27, paras. 1-3)

128. The Islamc Republic of Iran guarantees the right of every child to a
standard of |iving adequate for the child' s physical, nental, spiritual, noral
and social development. Article 1188 of the Civil Code specifies that either
the father or the paternal grandfather nmay appoint an executor to take care of
and attend to the education of the child after his death and adm nister the
child s financial affairs. Furthernore, in accordance with note 35 to the
Budget Act (1996), a 50 per cent increase in child assistance all owance has
been envi saged.
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VI . EDUCATI ON, LEISURE, RECREATI ON AND CULTURAL ACTI VI TI ES

A. Education, including primry, secondary and
vocational education (art. 28)

129. According to article 31 of the Constitution, the Governnent shal

provi de means of free education for all the people. Regarding compul sory and
free education of children in the 6-10 age group, rules of procedure were
prepared under the title “Rules of Procedure to Note 62 of Budget Act for
Second Fi ve-year Devel opnent Plan” and were approved by the Council of

M ni sters. According to the provisions of the rules of procedure all children
wi thin that age group should be identified and covered during the Second

Devel opnent Plan (1995-1999). It is anticipated that by the end of the Plan
all children in the 6-10 age group will receive primary education

130. The education systemof the Islam c Republic of Iran is divided as
follow. primary school (five years), orientation or guidance school (three
years) and secondary school (four years). 1In 1992 the new system of secondary
education, consisting of three years replaced the previous system After the
conpl etion of three years of secondary education, students go through one year
of pre-university courses. The primary school takes five years to finish and
children six years of age enter this phase. |In accordance with specific rules
and criteria they can remain in the primary level up to age 15 at the nost.
School s are open six days a week and primary education in Iran is conpul sory
and free.

131. Since the majority of the people of Iran in various regions of the
country speak Farsi, the formal |anguage in all schools is Farsi. In
bilingual areas of the country a one-nonth preparatory class is held free of
charge in order to enable children with |local dialects to overcone the

| anguage probl em

132. Free primary education is accessible equally to boys and girls.
However, the proportion of girl students is 47.1 per cent. During the
three-year plan in school years 1997/98 and 1999/ 2000 about 98 per cent of
eligible children of the 8-10 age group will receive primary education
Moreover, the Mnistry of Education provides free meals to students in
deprived regions and in sone cases it provi des educational aids and
stationery free of charge.

133. The total school population at primary |evel during 1995/96

was 9, 445, 347 of whom 4, 448, 655 were girls and 4,996,692 boys. O this
total 3,984,633 or 42.2 per cent were in rural areas, and 8.8 per cent
failed to conplete this phase of education (10.3 per cent of boys and

7.2 per cent of girls). The proportion of graduates in the fifth |evel of
primary education in 1995/96 was 87.5 per cent (85.3 per cent boys and

90 per cent girls).



CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 39

134. There are 60,656 public and 1,990 private non-profit schools at primary

level. In this respect, nmuch effort has been made to build schools near the
resi dence of students. |In rempte rural areas, day and ni ght schools have been
built in adjacent |arger and nore central rural settlenents. |In areas where

it is not possible for the Mnistry of Education to be present, teachers from
the Literacy Movenent are recruited for primary education cl asses.

135. The orientation or guidance |level is for three years and covers children
in the age group 11-13. The students who have successfully conpleted form
primary level or the fifth grade of adult education (Literacy Myvenent) are
eligible to enter the orientation level. The education programre for this
level is 6 days a week, 30 hours for the first orientation grade, 32 hours for
the second and 33 hours for the third. At present, the progranme of the
orientation level is 200 working days and includes 1,200 hours of instruction
for the three grades.

136. To cover all students 11 to 13 years of age 24-hour schools have been
established for rural and nomadic people. O the 486 day and ni ght schools,
350 boys schools and 136 girls schools have been established in rural areas,
and of the 49 in the nomadic communities, 37 are for boys and 12 for girls.
The total student population in day and night schools in rural and nonmadic
conmmunities is 80,804. It is to be noted that 24 hour orientation schools
have facilities such as three neals a day, accommdati on and | aboratories and
wor kshops. Furthernore, at the orientation |evel, nore than 1,300 rura
schools are established to enrol students in the scattered rural settlenents.
The students in the surrounding rural settlenments are transported by

m ni -buses (free of charge) daily to central rural |ocations.

137. At the secondary education |level 127 exenplary public schools have been
established to recruit students in the deprived areas. These schools have
adequate educational facilities and 36 are for girls and 91 for boys. O the
total of 127 exenplary schools in rural and nomadi ¢ conmunities 24 are day and
103 are day and night schools. Secondary education is presently offered in

two separate systens: one is the old system which will be totally di smantl ed
by 1998, and the other is the new systemwhich |lasts three years. Students
take their courses on a unit and term basis (university systenm). In this

systemthere is a one-year pre-university curriculum The objectives,
structure and syl labus of the new secondary system are explained in follow ng
par agr aphs.

138. The overall goals of the theoretical branch of secondary education are
enhancenent of the general know edge of students, better identification of
talented and interested students, and providi ng conducive conditions to guide
students towards a desirable educational direction and preparing themto
continue their education at higher levels. The students who want to choose
this branch should conplete 96 units and obtain a secondary di ploma in one of
the three disciplines of literature and liberal arts, mathematics and physics,
and applied sciences. About 68 to 70 units are common to all three branches
and the rest are exclusive and optional units. Holders of a secondary diplonma
are eligible to continue their education at the pre-university |evel, provided
they neet the required criteria, or take vocational training courses geared to
enable themto enter the job market. They can also continue their education
towards a university degree, provided they nmeet the necessary criteria, and if



CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 40

needed, take additional conpensatory units. Holders of theoretical secondary
di pl omas and al so those that have dropped out or for some reason were not able
to continue their education can enter the vocational branch, and by acquiring
skills of their interest find suitable enploynent. These students can receive
amlitary deferment if they are in school

139. The overall goals of the technical and vocational branch are to enhance
t he general know edge of students, providing better identification of talented
and interested students, creating conducive conditions to guide themtowards
useful enmpl oynent and preparing themto continue their education in different
fields of applied science. The students who choose this branch can continue
their education in one of the fields relating to industry, agriculture,

el ectrical engineering, marine industries, nechanical engineering, civi

engi neering, arts, hygi ene, managenent and busi ness and financia

adm nistration. The curriculumin the technical and vocational branch is for
five years and |l eads to a baccal aureate degree. These programes are designed
in such a way that students at the end of three years and passing 96 units in
the discipline of their choice will nost likely acquire enployable skills. O
the 96 units 60 are conmmmon to all fields and 36 units are in exclusive courses
and skills relative to the selected discipline. Upon conpletion of 170 units,
students receive a Bachel or's degree.

140. The groups of secondary technical and vocati onal education include:

i ndustrial disciplines covering wood and autonotive industries, manufacturing,
desi gn and drawi ng, electronics and marine conmuni cati ons, mechanics of marine
engi nes, navigation, electronic and el ectrotechnical fields, construction

chem cal industry, textile industry, ceram cs, m neral ogy, netall urgy,
agricultural fields covering farm ng, horticulture and ani mal husbandry, and
servi ces covering graphics, surveying, designing, accounting and conputer.
Statistics relating to students in this branch for the school year 1995/96
(classified by gender in each of the three main fields, industry, agriculture
and services) and nunber of enployees (both formal and contractual) are listed
in the tables bel ow

Table 5. Nunber of secondary students, by discipline and gender

Di sci pline Grls Boys
Techni cal 641 71 966
Vocat i onal 30 892 67 598
Agricul ture - 2 391
Tot al 31 533 141 955
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Table 6. Nunber of adult secondary students, by discipline and gender

Di sci pline Men Worren Tot a
Techni cal 17 549 246 17 795
Vocat i onal 3 674 4 406 8 080
Agricul ture 1 744 3 1 745
Tot al 22 965 4 655 27 670

141. About 4,500 persons covered by the I mam Khoneini Relief Cormittee are
trained in workshops and schools affiliated to this Comrittee in various
fields such as weaving, tailoring, typing and kilimweaving. About 2,500 are
al so sent to vocational schools. They enter the job market after receiving
necessary training or begin a small enterprise with the assistance of the
Committee. About 71,000 wonen and young girls have already recei ved such
tral ni ng.

142. The general objective of vocational secondary education is to train
human resources at the sem-skilled and skilled | evel and supervisors for the
i ndustrial, agricultural and services sectors. The students need to pass at

| east 49 general units, obtain a first degree certificate of skill and
conplete up to 96 units before they are eligible to acquire a vocationa

di ploma. In the 1995/96 school year the nunber of male and fenmal e vocationa
students was 80,620 (51,000 boys and 29,620 girls).

142. Conpensatory and adult education is for those who have not been abl e,
for one reason or the other, to conplete the secondary |evel of genera

education in the discipline and concentration of their choice, or those who
want to change their concentration and take special courses simnultaneously.

143. The overall objective of pre-university level is to prepare students for
entry into higher levels of learning. This Ievel includes a nunber of
pre-university groups of courses that are commensurate wi th groupi ngs of
courses in the university entry exam nation. The nunber of units is 32, which
are offered on a semester basis. Those successfully conpleting this |eve

will receive a certificate of pre-university level. The holders of this
certificate are eligible to take university entrance exam nations, or if
interested can take entrance exam nations in the technical and vocationa
branch for undergraduate university progranmes, or enter the job market by
taki ng some skill-training courses.

144. The overall goal of the undergraduate programme which is a part of the
applied science education systemis to train nediumrank human resources
(technicians, supervisors and trainers) for the economc, social and cultura
sectors. Holders of technical and vocational diplomas can continue their
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education in concentrations suitable to their educational background w thout
needi ng to pass pre-university courses. Holders of other diplomas as well as
hol ders of pre-university certificates can take these courses if they pass
speci al pre-university courses of the secondary vocational and technica
branch after taking an entrance exam nation

145. The nunber of adult students (night schools) at secondary |eve

in 1995/96 is about 220,000 and the nunber of day school students is

about 3.2 mllion. Close to 60 per cent of the fourth grade secondary
students graduate (68 per cent of girls and 52 per cent of boys).

Furthernore, according to a survey, about 71 per cent of students in the third
year of the new system have passed all their required units. The proportion
of girl and boy students at the secondary level is 46 per cent and 57 per

cent, respectively. To achieve equal educational opportunities, in keeping
with the policy of the Governnent of the Islanmic Republic of Iran and with a
view to giving effect to the right enshrined in article 13 of the
Constitution, the foll owi ng neasures have been taken: establishnent of
bear di ng schools; establishment of a central dormitory; strengthening the
educati onal base of the deprived areas; creation of facilities for teachers in
the deprived areas.

146. To pronote private sector and conmunity participation in the field of
education, the Governnment has authorized the establishnment of non-profit
schools. The table bel ow shows the nunber of non-profit schools and their
student population in the 1995/96 school year

Table 7. Non-profit schools by educational |evel and nunber
of students, by gender

Level Number of school s Grls Boys and girls
Primary 1909 70 627 204 439
Gui dance 1801 54 659 189 851
Secondar y- Cener al 1044 16 413 45 753

147. The number of students in the country has increased from13.8 mllion

in 1989 to 17.8 mllion in 1994 and to 19.5 million in 1996 representing an
annual growth rate of 5.1 per cent. |In other words 718, 000 students have been
added to the total student popul ati on each year. The follow ng table shows
the nunber of students in 1995/96 cl assified according to educational |eve

and gender:
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Table 8  Total student population (1995/96), by type of school and gender

Type of education Number of Grls Boys and
school s girls
Exceptional children 787 22 959 58 512
Pre-school 2 201 71 299 147 064
Publ i c 60 656 4 378 028 9 240 908
Primary Private 1 909 70 627 204 439
(non-profit)
Tot al 62 565 4 448 655 9 445 347
Publ i c 224 487 2 170 556 4 765 354
Gui dance Private (non-profit) 1 801 54 659 189 851
Tot al 24 288 2 225 215 4 955 205
Publ i c 8 593 662 535 1 362 587
Secondary Private (non-profit) 1 044 16 413 45 753
(General) Tot al 9 637 678 946 1 408 340
Techni cal 562 30 892 67 598
Vocat i onal Agricul ture 72 - 2 391
Tot al 1 147 31 533 141 955
Teacher training 121 13 191 25 939
Rural Teacher training 77 2 511 6 856
Primary Fifth G ade 59 766 1 631
Boar di ng Schoo
Cener al 548 38 390 94 267
Adul t Education Gener al 612 36 064 100 147
Secondary Techni cal 16 - 54 500
Vocat i onal 17 507 1 587
Tot al 645 36 571 103 379
Day - 7 667 770 1 629 182
New Syst em Ni ght - 50 074 125 190
Secondary Pre-university - 29 188 50 694
Tot al 102 125 8 416 068 18 192 461

148. The National Organization for Exceptional Talents has been established
to identify brilliant and exceptional talents nationw de. Sone of the
functions of this Organization are:
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(a) To prepare the ground for identification and cultivation of
tal ented students nati onw de;

(b) To conduct research on tal ented students;

(c) To provide education and financial assistance to students of
| owi ncome fanilies;

(d) To publish educational materials for the purpose of upgrading the
educational |evel of teachers, staff and students of the Organization

149. The Mnistry of Labour and Social Affairs has established a nunber of
non-profit schools for the talented children of workers under the managenent
of a charitable institution “AVMAL”. The di sadvant aged provi nces of the country
are accorded higher priority. Al services in this school are free. The
nunber of non-profit and science schools are two science schools for talented
students with a capacity of 1,050 students, and seven non-profit schools

nati onw de.

B. Ains of education (art. 29)

150. @uiding the cultural talents and innovations of the young generation and
the intell ectual devel opment of children and adol escents are accorded specia
priority in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Special attention has been paid to
this matter in the Second Five-Year Devel opnent Pl an, and pronotion of
book-readi ng anong young peopl e and according priority to children and

adol escents in cultural and art programes are of special inportance. The
ai ms of education in the Islamc Republic of Iran are:

(a) To strengthen the faith and noral val ues of students through
teaching of Islam c tenets and principles;

(b) Creation of necessary conditions for preservation of cultural
econom ¢ and political independence through famliarizing students with
sci ence, technol ogy and vocations required by society;

(c) Devel opnent of the talents of students to the fullest potentia
and strengthening the spirit of research, innovation and creativity in al
scientific, technical and cultural fields;

(d) Devel opnent of respect for |aw and enjoynent by all people of
their legitimte rights;

(e) Strengthening a spirit of accountability, self-confidence and
di sci pline.

151. For the devel opnent of the child' s personality and talents, children's
books shoul d have the follow ng characteristics:

(a) Imorality, |aziness, dishonesty, intimdation of others, malice
and vice shoul d not be pronoted;
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(b) No distinction should be made among human bei ngs because of
nationality and | anguage that could sow seeds of discord anmong children

(c) Bel i ef s and val ues shared by the great divine religions should be
pr onot ed

(d) Each person shoul d accept his/her obligations under the
i nternational copyright conventions;

(e) the quality of inages should not weaken the value of the content.

152. The plan of election of “School Mayor” that was recently inplenmented

in 300 girls and boys gui dance schools of Tehran will soon be extended to
school s nationwi de. The aimof this plan is to pronote children's invol venent
in community activities. This plan was carried out by the Municipality of
Tehran with the collaboration of a group of university instructors and has

al so been supported by international organizations including UNESCO

1. Children-to-children education plan

153. This plan was inplemented by the Mnistry of Education, in collaboration
with the Mnistry of Health and UNICEF, in four provinces (in 36 urban and
rural schools equally) during the 1995/96 school year. The purpose of the
plan is to pronote greater involvenent by children in health education. By
this method without using one-sided education, the children find solutions to
probl ems through group research activities. The innovative character of this
pl an notivates students and others in society to greater participation. The
overal |l objective of this plan is to arrive at appropriate nethods of using
the full potential of students with a view to encouraging their active
participation in enhancenent of their health and that of the society. O her
nmore specific objectives of this plan are:

(a) To rai se health awareness anobng students;

(b) To attract the active participation of students in health matters
at school, home and in society;

(c) To devel op the child' s nmental and physical abilities;
(d) To i nprove comuni cations skill and self-esteem anong children

(e) To devel op health skills and to pronote health culture and healthy
behavi our;

(f) To raise health awareness anong teachers; and

(9) To inpart health education to children by enploying active
| earni ng net hods.

154. The strategies of the plan are directed to:

(a) Partici pation of health and education officials with a viewto
supporting i nplenentation of the plan
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(b) Using primary schools as the basic ground for inplenentation of
the pl an;

(c) Fam |iarizing teachers and others involved in the plan with
met hods of teaching health to children

(d) Usi ng | ocal media and other existing facilities to introduce the
plan to the comunity;

(e) Enphasi zing the role of students as principal participants in
| earning and activities;

(f) Usi ng teachers to direct students towards realization of the
obj ectives of the plan;

(9) Usi ng technical and health resources as well as experts to raise
awar eness of students and teachers;

(h) Usi ng resources of other sectors for the inplenentation of the
pl an;

(i) Moni toring and eval uation of the plan at different |evels.

2. Cultural and educational neasures for needy students

155. Establishnment of student boardi ng houses in deprived areas is anong
the val uabl e nmeasures that has contributed greatly to the continuation of
education by students. In this respect, 4,560 students in 1995 resided

at 89 boarding houses affiliated to the I mam Khoneini Relief Committee and
8,294 students used boarding and dormtory facilities of the Mnistry of
Educati on and other organs. 1In view of the fact that many of the needy
under the protection of the Imam Khoneini Relief Committee, including the
adol escents and children, are suffering frommalnutrition, this charitable
organi zation has for some years distributed meat, rice, grains, tuna fish,
protein materials and other things. Every year nore than 83,000 tons

of flour, 6,000 tons of rice and grains, 2,500 tons of sugar and tea,

and thousands of tons of other foodstuffs are distributed anong welfare
reci pi ents.

156. The I mam Khoneini Relief Commttee has held a special festivity every
year since 1995 to collect the contributions of people and revol utionary
organi zations to hel p needy students. Contributions are given to the

M nistry of Education for distribution. The Conmittee has collected

about 4 billion rials in cash, stationery, school gear, shoes, clothing

and ot her goods. This programme was al so i nplenented in 1996, collecting
about 8.9 billion rials in cash and aid in kind. The Comrittee organizes a
“charity festival” in February each year (since 1990) at which it collects
contributions from people and distributes them anong the poorer segments of
the popul ation. The total value of collected contributions in the form of
cash, gold and jewellery, clothing, foodstuffs and nmany ot her goods anounted
to 12 billion rials. Since 1990 the total value of these contributions has
anmounted to 33.4 billion rials.
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C. Leisure, recreation and cultural activities (art. 31)

157. The Mnistry of Education, through the Centre for Intellectua

Devel opnent of Children and Adol escents and the Parents and Teachers

Associ ation, organizes diverse cultural, artistic and recreationa

activities for children. In addition, many government agencies every

year organi ze special recreational programmes for the children of their

enpl oyees on the occasion of International Children's Day. They also organize
recreational progranmes for the free tinme of young people during sumer
hol i days such as sunmer canps, visits to cultural centres, and use of sports
facilities. Private institutions also organize many recreational activities
for children. The table bel ow shows sone of the inportant activities of the

Centre for Intellectual Devel opment of Children and Adol escents:
Table 9. Recreation and cultural activities organi zed by
the Centre for Intellectual Devel opnent of
Chil dren and Adol escents
Subject Year Annual Annual
average average 1992 1993 1994 1995
Title and 1966-1978 1991-1997
number

Titles 22 79 167 143 109 157
Books

Circulation 188 000 963 000 2170 000 3760 000 3245 000 3500 000

Titles 3.6 205 3 6 9 9
Theatre

Performances - - 385 650 804 800

Titles 12 7.5 6 7 8 8
Films

Minutes 120 minutes 180 minutes 150 140 155 220

annually annually

Titles - From 1982 13 13 26 14
Recreational 12 titles
publications

Circulation - 120 000 147 000 130 000 270 000 150 000
Cassettes Titles - - - - - 4

Minutes - - - - - 240

158. It should be also added that since 1995 two nmagazi nes, Pooyesh

(children's arts and literature) and ol bang,
and work on a dictionary for youth wi th about

Mor eover,

two speci al

have been published for teachers
10, 000 ternms has been conpl et ed.
groups have been fornmed to work on books relating to

the Islam c Revolution and religious teachings. These two groups are to
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produce 200 titles each during a five-year period. Also, the first student
m croscope was built by the Centre for Intellectual Devel opnent of Children
and Adol escents in 1995. A tel escope and sky-watcher were built previously.
A video production group was al so established in 1995. Finally, at the

Fajr Film Festival (1995) two films by the Centre were presented.

159. In the library of the Centre 27 kinds of artistic and cultura

activities are presented along with 3 mllion books. |In 320 urban libraries
nmor e than 600, 000 people are permanent nmenbers. In 1994 about 5.7 mllion and
in 1995 about 6.5 mllion children and young persons participated in
programmes of the Centre. 1In 1995, teaching of creative theatre was added to
the arts education programme. |In addition, 1,194 rural settlenments are
covered by library-by-mil which | ends books to 40,000 rural menbers. Each
menber borrows 12 books each year. The table bel ow shows the increase in the
nunber of rural and urban libraries as well as art teachers.

Table 10. Nunber of libraries and art teachers
Year Annual Annual
) aver age aver age 1992 1993 1994 1995
Subj ect 1966- 1978 | 1991- 1997
Ur ban 11 8 10 15 20 20
|'i braries-increase
Li brary-by-mail and I ncrease I ncrease
rural libraries 2 120 - 20 1 15
I ncrease in nunber of 50 64 60 80 100 120
art teachers each year each year
1. Iran Language Centre

160. More than 70 per cent of students in the |anguage cl asses of the Iran
Language Centre are adol escents and young people. In fact, famlies enro
their children in this |anguage centre because it is a governnent institution
affiliated to the Centre for Intellectual Devel opnent of Children and

Adol escents. Every year four terns are offered and each termtakes 50, 000
students for English, French, German and Arabic classes. The Iran Language
Centre has branches in Tehran, Shiraz, Mshhed, |sfahan, Kerman, Zanjan
Karaj, Urum eh, Yazd and Bobal. Establishnent of other branches in Tabriz,
Sari, Rasht, and Qazvin is also under way. Language instruction and teachers
of the Centre are of a high standard. One of the inportant programres of the
Centre, begun in 1995, is the preparation of new textbooks and the designing
of new educati onal systens conpatible with advances in |anguage instruction
and cultural values in the society. This systemw ||l be put in place in 1997.

2. Public and international activities

161. The cerenony marking International Children's Day (1 June) was
held in 1994 in the presence of the President at the Centre for Cultura
and Artistic Creations and in 1995 the winners of an international arts
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conpetition received their prizes fromthe President. The Centre for Cultura
and Artistic Creations has also participated in a nunber of festivals and

nati onal and international exhibitions. Menbers of the Centre won in 1994
and 1995 in international conpetitions 6 gold, 22 silver and 25 bronze medal s,
and nore than 80 di pl omas of honour. During this period, a nunber of the
Centre's short and feature filns as well as books won national and

i nternational prizes.

162. The Centre has organi zed many national exhibitions. Moreover, the
fourth children's book festival was held in February 1995 to introduce the
best young witers, painters and authors. The Centre's Reference Library,
which is exclusively for children's arts and literature, subscribes to 63
foreign publications and has nore than 16,636 titles of foreign books. This
library is used by witers, painters and other interested people. Books that
have won international prizes, different encycl opaedias and new titles are the
assets of this library.

163. The Centre for Literary Creations has the responsibility of nurturing
literary talents. 1In 1994 the Centre received 6,654 literary letters and
conmuni cated replies to 5,811. The new nenbers of this Centre are 944 girls
and 334 boys. The Centre conmunicates with its menbers by correspondence and
personal presence. Also, the Centre offers training courses for its staff.
In 1994, during 176 teaching days 1,192 hours of instruction were offered.
One of the inportant education programres of the Centre was designi ng of
remot e education (under-graduate level) for teachers.

164. A large nunmber of cultural houses such as Bahman, Khovaran, N avaran
Aveci nna, Sadr, Eshrqg, Arasbaran, Andisheh and Amr Kabir as well as the

Wel fare Organi zation, the Hi gh Council of Youth and npsques organi ze painting,
musi ¢, conputer, reading classes and |eisure programres to fill the free tinme
of young people. In addition, the Mnistry of Cultural and Islam c Guidance
arranges special programmes for children and young people. This Mnistry has
organi zed nunerous activities exclusively for children, including many
theatrical festivals, with a viewto facilitating exchange of thoughts and

i deas and using national and international experiences in children's theatre.
Some of the children's theatrical performances won a nunber of awards.

165. Once every two years an international puppet show exhibition is

held in Iran with the aimof pronpting puppet performances, identifying new
tal ent, denonstrating the artistic talents of young people and providing an
opportunity for an exchange of experiences and consolidating friendship anmong
puppet theatre perforners.

166. Cultural services to students covered by the I mam Khoneini Reli ef
Committee help fill their free tinme and continuation of their education. The
Conmittee offers textbooks, education aids, stationery and suppl enentary
books. The Correspondence Educati on Pl an has been designed to enhance the

| evel of know edge of students and to encourage themto read and display their
latent talents. In 1995 nore than 26,459 children and adol escents fromrenote
areas were covered by this plan.

167. Educational canps for girl students are organi zed each year with the
ai m of encouraging talented students and providing recreati onal progranmes.
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In this respect, 60,000 students under the |Imam Khoneini Relief Conmittee
partici pated at nationwi de and regional canps. During the past 11 years
29,515 students benefited fromthese canp facilities. The Commttee al so
organi zes on a regul ar basis different conpetitions and courses for the
pur pose of enhancing the scientific and cultural |evel of the youth of
the nati on.

VII. SPECI AL PROTECTI VE MEASURES

A. Children in energency situations

1. Ref ugee children (art. 22)

168. Generally, children of persons who have been accepted in Iran as
refugees or displaced persons are al so considered refugees and enjoy al

advant ages, benefits and protection that are accorded to their parents because
of their refugee status. Displaced and refugee children in the Islamc
Republic of Iran are divided into two rmain groups. Afghan refugee children
have the sane access to free public education as Iranian students. Those
students that have sonme schooling but no valid educational certificate are

gi ven an eval uati on exam nation in the Farsi |anguage to determ ne their
level. In the 1995/96 school year, about 106,772 Afghani students went to
schools in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iraqi refugee students al so have
equal access to free public education. Those Iraqi students with previous
school ing but no educational certificates are exanmined in the Arabic |anguage.

The tabl e bel ow shows the situation of Afghani and Iraqgi refugee students in
the 1995/ 96 school year
Table 11. Refugee students, by educational |evel and gender
Primary Gui dance Secondary
National ity ] ] ] Tot a
Grls Boys Grls Boys Grls Boys

Af ghani 36 590 | 43 331 8 799 |12 402 2 389 3 281 106 772
I raqi 7 860 10 300 2 314 2 937 1 272 1 094 72 577
169. In general, refugee children need special health care that has to be

delivered to them unti

a certain age.

In this respect,

refugee children

are covered by these health care and protection services and these Iranian
children receive free vaccinations and other health care services. The
Departmment of Nutrition and Health in Schools provides the follow ng services
for refugee children: establishnent of health centres at schools; placenent
of health trainers at schools and conducting different nedical exam nations
such as eyesight and auditory measurenents, teeth and nouth check-ups, and
other primary health care services. During the 1991/92 school year the nunber
of health trainers was 3,227, which increased to 3,494 in 1994/95. Each
health trai ner should cover 1,000 students. |In the 1992/93 school year the
nunmber of students covered was 2,846,460, which increased to 3,105,659 in
1994/ 95. These figures relate to urban primry and gui dance school s.
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170. In view of marriages anong foreign nationals, or in sone cases narriages
of refugees with Iranian wonen that have | ed to abandonnent of children and
spouses, efforts have been made to provide to the extent possible financia

and material assistance to these persons, particularly to their children

2. Children in arned conflicts (art. 38), including physica
and psychol ogi cal recovery and social integration (art. 39)

171. Since refugees usually |leave their country in time of crisis, and taking
into account that refugee children may have | ost their parents or have been
separated fromthem refugee children are kept in special places with a view
to preventing any psychol ogi cal and even physical abuse. In this respect, the
facilities and resources of relevant organi zati ons such as the Wl fare

Organi zation are used. These protective services cover those refugee children
who have been separated fromtheir parents and seek to reunite with them
These protective nmeasures include searching for their parents or relatives and
receiving legal permssion to enter and | eave the country. Legal efforts to
reunite refugee children who have been separated fromtheir parents for

what ever reason or whose parents live in third countries are nmade in

col | aboration with the UNHCR office in the Islamc Republic of Iran

172. Regarding children taking part in arnmed conflicts (art. 38), it should
be noted that according to article 2 of the Public Conscription Act, every
Iranian citizen is eligible for mlitary service as of 21 March of the year he
reaches 19. According to article 23 of the rules of Procedures of the
Conscription Act, at age 19 Iranian nationals are sumoned to the Conscription
Ofice to clarify their draft status. According to article 4 of the Rules of
Procedures, those persons found eligible to serve are recruited for mlitary
service during the year they have reached the age of 19. The m ni mum

enpl oynent age for the armed forces for the purpose of receiving mlitary
training is 16 and the m ni num age of enploynment for the Police Forces is 17.

B. Children in conflict with the |aw

1. Adnministration juvenile justice

173. Article 49 of Islamc Penalties Act stipulates that if a child conmts a

crime he/she will not be held |liable. However, the education and disciplining
of the child will be given to the guardian. |If necessary, the court wll
i nstruct the house of correction to carry out this task. |In pursuance of

note 2 to article 49 of the Islam c Penalties Act, whenever corpora

puni shment becones necessary for the education and disciplining of juvenile
del i nquents, the range and kind of the corporal punishnent nust be noderate
and equitable. Determnation of this is upon the court. The basic |ega
guarantees in article 40 are included in the Constitution of the Islamc
Republic of Iran as foll ow

“No person shall be arrested unless otherwi se ordered by law If
a person is arrested, the accused shall be notified in witing of the
reasons for accusation and within 24 hours the prelimnary case shall be
referred to a conpetent court which shall inquire into the case at its
earliest convenience. The party violating provision of this article
shall be punished according to law'. (art. 32).
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“Acquittal shall be the main and valid point and no person shal
be considered guilty by law unless his guilt is provided by a conpetent
court”. (art. 37).

“Any torture whatsoever to make people confess or to obtain
i nformati on shall be forbidden. To oblige a person to witness, to
confess or swear an oath shall not be all owed nor shall such wtness,
confession and oath be valid. The party violating this article shall be
puni shed according to law’. (art. 38).

“No act nor relinquishnment thereof shall be considered as an
of fence on the strength of the | aw enacted thereafter”. (art. 169).

2. Deprivation of liberty

174. The Centre for Correction and Education is responsible for correction
and disciplining of children and juveniles who have been found guilty of an

of fence by the court. The first correction house was established in 1969 in
Tehran. According to the Rules of Procedure, the Centre has three parts,
namely, temporary detention, correction and disciplining and prison. Each
part is separate fromthe others and juveniles are separated according to age,
past crimnal record and, as far as possible, the type of offence. There is
al so a special section for female juveniles.

175. In each of these three parts the juveniles receive education and
training in accordance with their talents, age and | evel of know edge. The
vocational education progranme is carried out in such a way that, to the
extent possible, ordinary general education is not underm ned. The juveniles
in the Centre for Correction and Education are obliged to take part 36 hours
per week in classes or vocational workshops and to exerci se one hour each day.
At present the delinquents in the Centre are | ooked at fromthe psychol ogi ca
and social angle and since they are in the period of personality devel opnent
and are inpressionable, the bulk of activities is focused on educationa
psychol ogi cal aspects and the aimof these neasures is to enhance the nenta
and soci al devel opnent of juveniles by relying on Islamc teachings.

176. Current activities in the area of psychology by the Centre for
Correction and Education are as foll ows:

(a) Interviews with children and juveniles upon entry into the Centre
with a view to finding any psychol ogi cal disorder. Pursuant to this interview
those juvenil es who need psychol ogi cal treatnment are identified (including
those suffering fromepil epsy, psychopaths, and neurotic juveniles);

(b) Conducting intelligence and personality tests after two weeks and
when | egal proceedi ngs are conpl et ed;

(c) I ndi vi dual and group psychot herapy;
(d) Preparati on of a personality and psychol ogical file for juveniles;

(e) Cooperation with the boarding, cultural and visiting room sections
to enhance the psychol ogi cal health of children



CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5
page 53

() Est abl i shnment of relationships with fanmilies, particularly those
juveniles with disturbed and broken fanilies;

(9) Advi si ng and gui di ng volunteer famlies;

(h) Lectures by psychol ogi sts and soci ol ogi sts for fam lies on
visiting days;

(i) Accept ance of vul nerable volunteer fanm|ies whose children are not
yet in conflict with the |aw for consultati on and gui dance;

(j) Music therapy with the help of experts in this field

177. Social activities of the Centre are assigned to assistance recipients
with a viewto contributing to social devel opnment and enhancenent of their
accountability and their awareness. In this respect the follow ng activities
have been carried out:

(a) Sel ection of the “Mayor of Kanoon” and assistants and nenbers of
the Kanoon City Council, by free election by assistance recipients and in the
presence of these famlies;

(b) Assigning disciplinary matters to children under the direct
supervi sion of the officials of the boardi ng house and chi ef supervisor

(c) Formati on of disciplinary councils by children and enforcing
punitive and reward neasures under the supervision of boarding and

correctional supervisors.

178. In relation to social aid activities, the Centre (Kanoon) has taken the
fol |l ow ng measures:

(a) Interview and consultation with children and adol escents;
(b) Est abl i shnment of relationships with famlies of children

(c) Communi cating with the conplainants to seek a conprom se between
t he conpl ai nant and the accused;

(d) Foll ow up of the case of assistance recipients in judicia
proceedi ngs;

(e) Requesti ng amesty and | eave for assistance recipients with the
perm ssion of the Centre's Disciplinary Council

179. Regarding juvenile courts, according to the directive of the Judicia
Branch a special branch has been established with the followup of the Centre
to investigate offences by children and juveniles on a full-tine basis.
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180. The Centre is also engaged in |arge-scale cultural activities. These
activities are as foll ows:

(a) Li brary Section: reading short stories, publication of wal
newspapers (weekly), publication of Payam nagazi ne (once every 15 days),
book-readi ng under the guidance of a teacher, instruction of |ibrary science,
cooperation with “Children's Book Council”

(b) Vocational training and enploynment for machine tools, carpentry,
met al wor k wor kshops, in auto parts manufacturing, bakeries and enploynment in
services sector (including culinary services, |andscaping, |aundry);

(c) Artistic affairs: painting is taught by teachers and experts
focusing on artistic aspects and net hods of expression by children. Cultura
Houses organi zed by Bahman Cul tural House hol ds poetry readi ng, astronomy and
ot her courses once every week, as well as physical fitness, norning exercises
and public athletic activities;

(d) Public relations: establishing relations with the Cultura
Houses, government agencies, Islamc Republic of Iran Broadcasting, Mnistry
of Educations, etc, publication of internal magazi ne Kanoon by children, and
establ i shnment of cooperative |linkages with foruns and organi zati ons invol ved
in children's rights and issues such as the Wrld Health Organization and
UNI CEF;

(e) Canpai gn against illiteracy: holding literacy classes for
illiterate children and adol escents;

(f) Suppl emrentary classes: hol ding of supplenentary classes for
assi stance reci pients who were students prior to their arrest for the purpose
of making up for |ost schooling due to detention

181. The correctional policy of the Centre is to assign responsibility and
commitrent for their place of living to released children and adol escents. In
this respect, the Centre has discussed with the Hi gh Council of the Cultura
Revol uti on and charitabl e organizations and is currently drawing up a naster
plan for this purpose. Moreover, the plan for making the formal education of
the children and adol escents of Kanoon “exceptional” has been proposed to the
Hi gh Council of the Cultural Revolution. The Council has agreed in principle
with this plan and a master plan is being drawn up. The nodel s already

i mpl enented in the Centre for Correction and Educati on have been presented
nati onwide with a viewto having a single inplenmentation policy for the
establ i shnment of regional correction centres.

182. Furthernore, the Bureau of Wonmen's Affairs affiliated to the Judicia
Branch has a Children's Rights Cormittee along with other commttees. This
commttee specifically supervises enforcenent of laws relating to children in
the courts of the nation. Mreover, this comm ttee has al so nade conparative
surveys on the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
nati onal |aws, and has held consultative neetings with authorities, experts
and relevant officials. |In addition to non-governnmental organi zations, the
Human Ri ghts Conmission is active in inproving the legal status of children
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C. Exploited children, physical and psychol ogica
recovery and social reinteqgration (art. 39)

183. In relation to the physical and psychol ogical situation of children and
their social reintegration, in lran, due to the cultural traits of our Islamc
soci ety, children who have lost their fathers in the war inposed by Iraq

agai nst lIran have not faced severe enptional and psychol ogi cal pressures
resulting fromlraq' s invasion of Iran. This is also due to the synpathy and
care society attaches to survivors of the brave and pious nmen who fought in
the war. The children in the border areas of the country were particularly
suscepti bl e to psychol ogi cal and enotional pressures resulting fromlraq's
mlitary operations. The Governnent of the Islam c Republic of Iran
transferred these children along with their parents to safer areas.

184. In relation to the commtments of States under article 39 of the
Convention, the Martyrs Foundation of the Islam c Revolution has taken usefu
measures for children of martyrs of war. The Martyrs Foundati on was
established on 13 March 1980 by a decree from I nmam Khoneini. In accordance
with the directives of | mam Khoneini and the Leader of the Islamc Republic of
Iran, the Foundati on has becone one of the official agencies of the Islamc
Republic of Iran and serves the fanmlies of martyrs. The children of martyrs,
as part of the persons covered by the Foundation, benefit fromits services.

185. The quantitative objectives and policies of the foundation in relation
to children of martyrs are as follows:

(a) Cultivation and devel opment of talents and innovative potential of
children of martyrs and preparing themfor social responsibility;

(b) Protecting children of martyrs agai nst negative social, cultural
and nmental influences;

(c) Qualitative inprovement of plans and educational, cultural and
artistic programmes, and devel opnent of a conducive environnment for
enhancenent of virtues and noral val ues;

(d) Creation of the necessary facilities for enhancenent of the
scientific, educational and skill potentials of the children of martyrs with a
view to paving the way for their higher education and caring for them from
ki ndergarten to university;

(e) Devel opnent of respect for the survivors of martyrs in socia
activities;

(f) Strengt hening of the spirit of hard work and self-reliance anong
children of martyrs;

(9) Provi ding basic living needs of the martyrs' famlies (children of
martyrs as menbers of these families also benefit);

(h) One-tinme assistance in cases of marriage, death and unexpected
ener genci es;
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(i) Paynment of sal aries and pensions' providing housing, nedica
treatnment, technical and vocational training for enploynment, and followup for
the purpose of providing start-up capital or using the enploynent capacities
of governnent agencies.

186. The Martyrs Foundati on pays special attention to providing conducive
conditions for the growth and devel opnent of martyrs' children both at hone
and outside (in school, university, extracurricular cultural activities and
enploynent). Efforts are nade to ensure that children are brought up in a
warm fam |y environment (with their nothers or grandparents). The Foundation
al so carries out protective neasures and services for the spouses of martyrs
who wish to remarry. These services are directed to enhance the psychol ogi ca
security of the spouses of martyrs and to inprove the nental health of the
children. To this end, the Martyrs Foundati on uses incentives such as

provi ding marriage consultations to hel p spouses of martyrs choose their
spouses and pays part of the marriage expenses.

187. In exceptional cases when, due to the absence of the nother (spouse of
martyr) and the paternal and maternal grandfathers, the martyrs' children are
put in the custody of relatives or other conpetent persons, the Foundation
provi des material and noral assistance. |In general, the services of the
Martyrs Foundation are offered in five key areas: education, culture,
economi ¢ assi stance, |egal and judicial assistance, and basic living

requi renents.

188. The Martyrs Foundation covers 142,477 children of martyrs and mssing in
action (73,762 boys and 68,715 girls). The |largest proportion of children at
the tinme of the martyrdomof their fathers belonged to the one year and bel ow
age group (20.6 per cent). This proportion has changed with the passage of
time and in 1995 the | argest proportion belonged to children 13 and 14 years
of age (13.5 per cent). Statistical surveys show that 55 per cent of martyrs
children at the tinme of the martyrdomof their fathers were in the 6 years and
bel ow age group, 33 per cent were in the 7 to 18 age group, 12 per cent in the
19 and above age group. These ratios have changed in 1995 to 1.7 per cent,

62 per cent and 36.3 per cent, respectively.

1. Econonmic exploitation, including child |abour (art. 32)

189. In lran there are special provisions in the Labour Code for the
protection of children. The mnimm age for enpl oynent, according to
article 79 of the Labour Code, is 15 full years. Sanctions are envisaged in
the I aw for enployers who hire children under 15 years of age (article 176 of
t he Labour Code).

190. Al children between 15 and 18 years of age receive medical exam nations
by the Social Security Organi zation. These exam nations are conducted at

| east once every year and nedical records are kept in the enploynent file. At
the tinme of the nedical exam nations, the physician should express his views
on the conpatibility of work with the capability of the worker (articles 80
and 81 of the Labour Code). For those enpl oynents by whose very nature and
the conditions under which the work should be perforned are harnful to the
health and norals of children between 15 and 18 years of age, the |aw forbids
the hiring of children (art. 84).
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191. Daily working hours for young workers is half an hour less than the
wor ki ng hours of ordinary workers. Also assigning overtinme work and |ight
work (between 10 p.m and 6 a.m the next day) and assigning harnful and
dangerous work as well as carrying nore than the perm ssible weight w thout

t he use of nechanical instruments are forbidden for workers between 15 and 18
years of age (arts. 82 and 83). 1In addition, for the better enforcenent of

| egislation relating to children, the Labour Code provides sanctions and
punitive nmeasures for violators. For the first offence, a cash penalty and in
case of recurrence a prison sentence have been envisaged in the law (arts. 175
and 176).

192. Barring specific regulations relating to child |abour, children are
treated |like adults in ternms of protection provided in the Labour Code. These
young workers enjoy all protections provided in the law, especially in
relation to discrimnation on grounds of colour of skin, race, |anguage and
the like, and in terns of preventing forced | abour and exploitation (arts. 5
and 6).

193. In line with the Constitution of the Islam c Republic of Iran, for the
pur pose of creating productive enployment and increasing the technica

know edge of workers, and in accordance with the Labour Code, the Vocationa
and Techni cal Training Organization of the Mnistry of Labour and Socia
Affairs offers the follow ng training courses: training of young job
applicants who enter the job market w thout any skill or education; training
courses at Basic Job Training Centres for sem -skilled workers and job
applicants; training of Instructor Training Centres for training of
instructions; training at special job training centres for the disabled in
col | aboration with rel evant organi zations.

194. According to article 112 of the Labour Code the follow ng persons are
consi dered trainees:

(a) Those who receive training at job training centres or private
vocational schools for a specific period and for the purpose of upgrading
their skills;

(b) Persons who receive on-the-job training in accordance with a
training contract for a period not exceeding three years, provided the age of
the trainee is not less than 15 and not nore than 18. The Technical and
Vocational Organization offers training at 120 training centres with a
capacity of 120,000 trainees annually. Considering the conditions for
acceptance at the training centres, there is an age limtation. Persons in
the aforementi oned age group can participate at training courses. Regarding
training for the disabled, for those with 45 per cent disability there are
speci al centres.

2. Children and illicit drugs (art. 33)

195. The judicial authorities of Iran apply the severest puni shment
stipulated in | aw concerning the canpaign against illicit drugs for cases

i nvol ving the exploitation of children. According to the amendment of the |aw
whi ch was approved by the State Council of Expediency, the Mnister of
Education is a nenber of a council established to | aunch a canpai gn agai nst
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narcotic drugs trafficking production, sale and use. The Council is chaired
by the President of the Republic. Iran has also signed the United Nations
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances and the Islamc Consultative Assenmbly ratified it on

24 Novenber 1991. The Governnment has al so submitted the instrument of
ratification of this Convention to the Secretary-GCeneral in Decenmber 1992.
Speci al attention has been paid in this convention to the invol vement of
children and the use of illicit drugs in schools.

3. Sexual exploitation and other forns of exploitation
sale, trafficking and abduction (arts. 34, 35 and 36)

196. Islam places great enphasis on the nmental and psychol ogi cal security of
children. In Iranian famlies children enjoy a sound and healthy living
environnment in addition to the right tolife. This is mainly due to the

I sl ami ¢ upbringing of children. Enphasis on the nother's care for children is
the principal factor in the consolidation of famly security and preventing
sexual and other fornms of exploitations of children. On the other hand,
whenever a crime is commtted against a child, the perpetrator will be treated
the sane as if the victimwere an adult. In other words, the age of the
victimin this respect is not a determning factor in the range of punishnent
inflicted upon the perpetrator

197. Regarding legal protections in cases of abduction and conceal ment of
babi es, according to a |aw entitled Aggravation of the Penalty of Kidnappers
Act, any person who, with the intention of exacting noney, property, or with
the purpose of retaliation, or for any unlawful purpose, forcibly or with
subterfuge and intimdation, or any other manner, abducts or conceals a
person, will be sentenced to a prison termranging from2 to 10 years, and in
case the victimis a child under 15 years of age, the prison terns wl|l
increase from3 to 15 years. Mreover, in accordance with article 6 of the
above Act, in case of disappearances of the victimof capital punishment wll
not be enforced until it is established that the victimdied due to the
perpetration of the crime, and the guilty party will remain in prison for that
reason. Hence, if after the passing of final judgenent, conclusive evidence
energes suggesting that the victimis alive, then rehearing of the case nmay be
ef f ect ed.

198. In the event that before incarceration the person who has committed the
crinme delivers the victimto its relatives or judicial authorities, or
arranges for the delivery of the child, or the conplainant withdraws his

conpl aint, then the court may mitigate the punishnent of the guilty party. To
ensure greater protection of children against social exploitation, the Act
concerning Discretionary Punishnments stipul ates that whenever a person

i ndividually or in cooperation with sonmeone else, deserts and abandons a child

in an uni nhabited area, he will be sentenced to 74 | ashes. However, if, due
to comm ssion of this act, the child is exposed to injuries or dies, the
perpetrator will be sentenced to |l ex talionis, or compensation determ ned by

the court.
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D. Children belonging to minorities or indigenous popul ations (art. 30)

199. According to article 13 of the Constitution, the Zoroastrian, Jew sh and
Christian Iranians are the sole recognized religious mnorities who are free
within the jurisdiction of the lawto performtheir religious services and
shal | act according to their cannon law as far as their personal status and
religious teachings are concerned. There are 54 schools for religious
mnorities in lran of which 43 belong to Christians, 7 to the Jewish mnority
and 4 to Zoroastrians. In addition, students of these mnorities can enrol in
all lranian schools along with Iranian students. Separate facilities are
provided for their religious instructions. The table bel ow shows the nunber
of religious mnority students at different |evels (1995).

Table 12. Nunmber and levels of schools for religious mnority students

M nority Primary Gui dance Secondary Vocat i onal Tot al
Christian 6 657 3 995 2 266 760 13 678
Jewi sh 504 620 117 - 1 241
Zor oastri an 326 233 926 - 1 485
Tot al 7 487 4 848 3 301 760 16 604

200. Furthernore, in the educational systemof the Islam c Republic of Iran
in addition to religious teachings on the State religion, special religious
books for each minority are also used in schools. These books are prepared
and witten by an organization affiliated to the Mnistry of Education
(Research, Pl anning and Educational Organization Ofice of Planning and
Texbook Publication) in collaboration with authorities and using experiences
and expertise of teachers fromeach of the mnorities. Teachers belonging to
the aforementioned mnorities (formal and contract teachers) teach courses for
the students affiliated to these mnorities.



