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.  ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 4 June 1999, the closing date of the twenty-first session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
Ceneral Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections made
by States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docunment CRC/ C/ 2/ Rev. 7.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child held its twenty-first session
at the United Nations Ofice at Geneva from 17 May to 4 June 1999. The
Committee held 26 neetings (532nd-557th). An account of the Committee's
deliberations at its twenty-first session is contained in the rel evant sumary
records (CRC/ C/ SR 532, 534, 538, 541-550, 522 and 557).

C. Menbership and attendance

4, All the nenbers of the Conmttee attended the twenty-first session. A
list of the menbers, together with an indication of the duration of their
terms of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

M. Francesco Paolo Fulci, Ms. Elisabeth Tigerstedt-Tahtel & and
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg were not able to attend the session in its entirety.

5. The followi ng United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, UNAIDS, World Health Organization

7. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies was
represented

8. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnental organi zations were
al so in attendance at the session

CGeneral consultative status

I nternati onal Council of Wnmen, International Mvenent ATD Fourth Worl d,
Zonta I nternational.
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Special consultative status

Coalition against Trafficking in Wnen, Defence for Children
International, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions,

I nternational Federation of Social Wrkers, International Federation of
Wonen in Legal Careers, International Federation Terre des Homres,
International Service for Human Ri ghts, Radda Barnen, World Federation
of Met hodi st and Uniting Church Wonen, World Organi zati on agai nst
Torture.

O hers
Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Rights, Il Tel efono
Azzurro, International Baby Food Action Network, NGO Group for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, NGO Wrking Goup on Nutrition

D. Solem decl aration

9. At the 532nd neeting, on 17 May 1999, those nenbers who were el ected at
the Seventh Meeting of States parties made a sol emn declaration in accordance
with rule 15 of the provisional rules of procedure. The re-elected nenbers,
M's. Quedraogo and Ms. Karp, made their solem decl arations at the

534t h neeti ng.

E. Election of officers

10. At the 534th neeting, held on 18 May 1999, the Commttee el ected the
following officers for a termof two years in accordance with rule 16 of the
provi sional rules of procedure:

Chai r person: Ms. Nafsiah Moi (Indonesia)
Vi ce- Chai rpersons: Ms. Mrgaret Queen Esther Mkhuane

(South Africa)
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg (Brazil)
M. Chassan Sali m Rabah (Lebanon)

Rapport eur: M. Jacob Egbert Doek (Netherl ands)
F. Agenda

11. At the 532nd neeting, on 17 May 1999, the Conmittee adopted the
foll ow ng agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (CRC/ C/85):

1. Openi ng

2. Sol erm decl aration by the newy elected menbers of the Commttee
3. El ection of the officers of the Conmittee

4, Adopti on of the agenda

5. Submi ssion of reports by States parties
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6. Consideration of reports by States parties
7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies
8. Met hods of work of the Committee
9. General conments
10. Future neetings

11. G her matters

G Meeting with the High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts

12. At the 552nd neeting, the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
M's. Mary Robi nson, addressed the Committee.

13. In her statenment, the H gh Conm ssioner congratul ated the newy el ected
and re-el ected nenbers. She informed the Conmittee about the activities of
her Office to cormmenorate, during the entire year, the tenth anniversary of

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1999. Ms. Robinson specially
referred to the interactive dialogue on child rights held during the
fifty-fifth session of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts. The Hi gh Comn ssi oner
al so highlighted the fact that the Econom c and Social Council wll enphasize
the inmportance of child rights during its July 1999 session. She al so
brought the Cormittee up to date on the two-day neeting her Ofice

i ntended to organi ze during the twenty-second session of the

Committee (30 September-1 Cctober 1999) (see annex V).

14. M's. Robi nson al so informed nenbers of the Committee about the work
undertaken by her Ofice to give priority within the United Nations systemto
the inmpact of nmacroeconom c policies on children’s rights. She stressed the
i nportance she attaches to supporting the establishnent of nationa
institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights; in view of the
tenth anni versary of the Convention, she has systematically suggested that
those institutions focus on and assess their work in the field of child
rights.

15. The Hi gh Commi ssioner al so di scussed her comm tment to strengthening
action against trafficking in wonen and children and in that regard stressed
the need for coordination anong United Nations agencies and bodies in adopting
an integrated approach to this problem Ms. Robinson also updated the
Committee on recent devel opnments concerning the Plan of Action to strengthen
the inplenentati on of the Convention. The second conponent of the Plan -
support to the inplenentation of child rights at national |evel - was about to
start.

16. Members of the Conmittee engaged in a dialogue with the

H gh Comm ssi oner and expressed their will to address efficiently the
chal l enges of the current backlog of reports and the adoption of genera
comments. Ms. Robinson expressed her strong support to those objectives and
said that she would provide the Commttee with all possible assistance.
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H  Pre-sessional working group

17. In accordance with a decision of the Commttee at its first session, a
pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from1l to 5 February 1999. Al

the nmenbers except M. Francesco Paolo Fulci participated in the working
group. Representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International Labour
Organi zation and the World Health Organi zation al so participated. A
representative of the NGO G oup for the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
as well as representatives fromvarious national and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, al so attended.

18. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that woul d need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

19. Menmbers of the Conmittee el ected M. Chassan Sali m Rabah and

M's. Margaret Queen Esther Mkhuane to chair the pre-sessional working group
The latter held eight neetings, at which it exam ned |ists of issues put
before it by nenbers of the Conmmttee relating to the initial reports of

three countries (Arnmenia, Benin and Vanuatu) and the second periodic reports
of two countries (Nicaragua and the Russian Federation). The |lists of issues
were transmtted to the Pernmanent M ssions of the States concerned with a note
requesting witten answers to the issues raised in the list, if possible
before 14 April 1999.

I. Oganization of work

20. The Conmittee considered the organi zation of work at its 532nd neeti ng,
on 17 May 1999. The Committee had before it the draft programe of work for
the twenty-first session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation
with the Chairperson of the Committee, and the report of the Conmittee on its
twentieth session (CRC/ C/84).

J. Future reqular neetings

21. The Committee noted that its twenty-second session woul d take place
from2 Septenber to 8 October 1999 and that its pre-sessional working group
woul d neet from 13 to 17 Septenber 1999.

1. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A. Subni ssion of reports

22. The Committee had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by
States parties due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/ C/ 8/ Rev.3), 1994
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(CRC/ C/ 11/ Rev. 3), 1995 (CRC/C/ 28), 1996 (CRC/C/41), 1997 (CRC/ C/51),
1998 (CRC/C/61) and 1999 (CRC/C/78); and on periodic reports of
States parties due in 1997 (CRC/C/65), 1998 (CRC/C/70) and 1999 (CRC/ C/83);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of submni ssion of reports (CRC/ C/ 86);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 11) ;

(d) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advi sory services has been identified in the |ight of
t he observations adopted by the Committee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 12).

23. The Committee was infornmed that, in addition to the five reports that
were schedul ed for consideration by the Comrittee at its current session and
those which had been received prior to the Conmittee's twentieth session

(see CRC/ C/ 84, para. 19), the Secretary-General had received the initia
reports of Bhutan (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 60) and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland (Overseas Territories) (CRC/C/41/Add.7) and the second
periodic reports of Chile (CRC/ C/65/Add. 13), Tunisia (CRC/ C/83/Add. 1), Bel gi um
(CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 2), Bel arus (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 14) and Spain (CRC/C/ 70/ Add.9). The
status of submi ssion of reports by States parties under article 44 of the
Convention is given in annex I1I1.

24, Alist of initial reports considered by the Conmttee as of 17 May 1999,
as well as a provisional list of initial and second periodic reports schedul ed
for consideration at the Committee's twenty-second and twenty-third sessions,
are contained in annexes IV and V respectively.

25. As at 4 June 1999, the Committee had received 134 initia
and 25 periodic reports. A total of 104 reports have been exam ned by the
Conmittee (see annex V).

26. By letter dated 4 May 1999 addressed to the Conmittee, the Permanent

M ssion of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia transmtted a letter fromthe
Presi dent of the Yugoslav Comr ssion for Cooperation with UN CEF concerning
the situation of children in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Inits
reply, dated 3 June 1999, the Committee took note of the information submtted
and stated that the consideration of the situation of children in that country
woul d best be addressed within the established reporting process.

B. Consideration of reports

27. At its twenty-first session, the Committee exanmined initial and periodic
reports submtted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention

It devoted 15 of its 26 nmeetings to the consideration of reports (see

CRC/ C/ SR. 534-538 and 541-550).
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28. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-General, were before the Committee at its

twenty-first session: Barbados (CRC/C/ 3/ Add. 45), St. Kitts and Nevis
(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 51), Honduras (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2), Benin (CRC/C 3/Add.52), Chad
(CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 50) and Ni caragua (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4 and Add. 14).

29. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Committee at which their reports were exam ned.

30. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis accordi ng
to the sequence followed by the Cormittee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific followup. Mre
detailed information is contained in the report subnitted by the States
parties and in the summary records of the relevant neetings of the Conmittee.

1. Concluding observations of the Commrittee
on the Rights of the Child: Barbados

31. The Committee considered the initial report of Barbados (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45)
at its 534th to 536th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 534-536), held
on 18 and 19 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observations.

A. | nt roduction

32. The Committee expresses its appreciation for the clear and conprehensive
nature of the report, which followed the Cormittee's guidelines. The
Conmittee al so takes note of the witten answers to the |list of issues

(CRC/ C/ Q BARBADCS. 1) while regretting their | ate subm ssion, and of the
additional information provided to it during the course of the dial ogue, which
enabled it to assess the situation of the rights of the child in the State
party. The Committee wel comes the constructive and open dial ogue with the
State's party del egation.

B. Positive aspects

33. The Committee wel conmes the establishment in Septenmber 1998 of the

Nati onal Conmmittee for Monitoring the Rights of the Child, which will nonitor
the impl ementation of the Convention. It welcones the mandate of the Nationa
Committee to carry out a thorough review of legislation, with a viewto
ensuring its conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention

34. The Committee al so wel conmes the opportunity for increased coordination
that arises fromthe provision in the manifesto of the Government for a new
M ni stry of Social Transformation.

35. The Conmittee wel cones the adoption of policies regarding children with
disabilities in the State party.

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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36. The Committee takes note of the forthcom ng signing of the Penal Reform
Act which has increased the age of crimnal responsibility from7 to 11 years.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

37. The Committee notes that recent international economc trends and policy
deci sions are of concern to all Caribbean States and create pressure on the
State party to adopt economic restructuring policies which may have a negative
i npact on social and econom c devel opnment. In adopting such restructuring
policies, the State party faces the serious chall enge of avoiding endangering
the impl ementation of the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern and the
Committee's recomendati ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

38. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet given
adequate attention to the need to review existing |legislation thoroughly to
examne its conformty with the provisions of the Convention. The Comittee
notes that inconsistencies remain, especially with regard to the definition of
the child, the acceptability of certain forms of physical abuse, and in the
area of juvenile justice. The Comrittee reconmends that the Nationa
Conmittee for Monitoring the Rights of the Child proceed with its planned
review of existing |egislation and encourages the National Committee to
consider carefully the principles as well as all provisions of the Convention
and in particular article 3. The Committee recommends that the State party
give full support to the National Conmittee in this task and that it pay
careful attention to the inplenentation of any reconmendati ons for review of

| egi slation that the National Conmittee may identify.

39. The Committee takes note of proposed changes in admnistrative
arrangenents whi ch shoul d i nprove coordination and efforts to inplenment the
Convention. The role that the Child Care Board plays in overall coordination
of governnent activities dealing with children is not clear. The Committee
encourages the State party to give careful consideration to the need to
provi de adequate resources to, and define clearly the roles and
responsibilities of the new Mnistry of Social Transformation and its
different units, the Child Care Board, and the National Committee for
Monitoring the Rights of the Child, so as to ensure the nost effective

coordi nation and monitoring of the inplementation of the Convention. The
Committee al so recommends that the State party ensure that a specific desk for
children is set up within the existing onmbudsman's office.

40. The Committee takes note of the difficulties experienced in the State
party in ensuring the collection of disaggregated data on all aspects of the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention and notes current plans to standardize and
conputerize data collection. The Committee recommends that the State party
increase its efforts, and if necessary request international technica
assistance from jinter alia UNICEF, on the collection and anal ysis of
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statistical data on child rights, systematically di saggregated by gender, age,
soci o- econom ¢ background, geographic location, etc. and with an enphasis on
vul nerabl e groups.

41. The Committee is concerned about the |ack of data regardi ng the maxi mum
al l ocation of available resources to inplenmentation of child rights. The
Committee notes that the budgetary provisions for social services affecting
children and their rights, and in particular for poverty alleviation
programmes and the Child Care Board, have increased steadily in recent years.
The Committee reconmmends that the State party give further attention to the
need to di saggregate the rel evant budgetary data, so as to nake it possible to
obtain a clearer picture of the allocation of budgetary resources.

42. The Committee is concerned about the potential inpact of economc
restructuring nmeasures, referred to in paragraph 7 above, on the

i npl enmentati on of the Convention. The Committee suggests that the State party
make every effort, including requesting international technical assistance, to
avoid its econom c restructuring policies having a real negative effect on the
realization of the rights of the child.

43. The Committee appreciates the detailed information regarding efforts to
di ssem nate the Convention in the form of public awareness-raising canpaigns,
inclusion in the school curriculum and collaboration with the nedia in this
respect. However, the Commttee is concerned that these efforts appear
insufficient to achieve full acceptance of the principles and provisions of
the Convention anong professional groups and the general public. The
Committee recomrends that the State party renew its efforts to undertake
systemati c education and training programes on the provisions of the
Convention for all professional groups working for and with children, such as
judges, |lawyers, |aw enforcenent officials, civil servants, personnel working
ininstitutions and places of detention for children, teachers, health
personnel, including psychol ogists, and social workers. In particular the
Committee recomrends that additional projects and programres be dedicated to
bringi ng about changes in traditional social attitudes that may be in conflict
with full respect for the rights of the child, and encourages the State party
to seek international assistance from inter alia, UN CEF

2. Definition of the child

44, While the Mnors Act sets the age of mpjority at 18 years of age, other
| egi sl ati on appears to set many linmts on the |l evels of protection avail able
for children over 16 years of age. The Protection of Children Act, 1990,

of fers protection fromexploitation in pornography to all children under 18,
but the Conmittee is concerned that the Sexual O fences Act, 1992, offers no
speci al protection to children over the age of 16 and only limted protection
to those between 14 and 16 years of age. Children over 16 years of age al so
appear to receive limted protection in |egislation regulating the prevention
of cruelty to children. The Conmittee recomends that existing |egislation be
reviewed so as to increase the |l evel of protection accorded to all children
under 18 years of age.
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3. Ceneral principles
45, The Committee wel conmes the general conmmitnent of the State party to the
prevention of discrimnation. It takes note of the problens the State party

faces in extending its provision of free education to all children beyond
those who are citizens or permanent residents. The Committee reconmends that
t hese provisions be reviewed so as to ensure inplenentation of the principle
of non-discrimnation for any child within the jurisdiction of the State
party, as set forth in article 2 of the Convention.

46. The Committee shares the concern in the State party over grow ng gender
bi as faced by boys as shown in, anong other areas, academ c underachi evenent
by boys and difficulties in placing boys for adoption. At the sanme tine the
rate of girls who attenpt or commt suicide is particularly high. 1In
connection with the problens faced by both boys and girls, the Commttee notes
with satisfaction the recent decision to set up, within the Mnistry of Socia
Transformation, a “CGender Affairs Bureau”. The Committee reconmends that the
State party continue and increase its efforts to address discrimnation
arising fromthe i nappropriate socialization of boys and girls into

i nappropri ate gender roles and the resulting determ nati on of social attitudes
concerning children based on gender

47. The Fam |y Law Act sets the age of 16 as the point at which courts are
obliged to take into account the views of a child. The Committee acknow edges
the information it has received regarding the applicability of British comron
| aw whi ch has in sone cases been used by courts in the State party to consider
the wi shes of younger children according to the “maturity principle”.
Neverthel ess, the Commttee remains concerned that the inplenentation of
article 12 of the Convention regarding the need to give due weight to the
views of the child in accordance with his or her evolving capacity is
excessively constrai ned by subjective interpretation under existing

| egislation. The Commttee recomrends that the requested review of existing

| egi sl ati on consider the need for application of this principle, and in any
case to children younger than 16, and in particular to make it a requirenent
for courts and other institutions to seek and give due weight to the views of
the child in all matters affecting the child, in accordance with article 12 of
t he Conventi on.

4. Civil rights and freedons

48. The Committee is generally concerned that inadequate attention has been
given to the pronotion of civil rights and freedons of the child, as provided
for in articles 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 of the Convention. Information before

the Conmittee indicates that traditional social attitudes regarding the role
of children appear to make it difficult to accept children fully as the
subjects of rights. The Comrittee urges the State party to redouble its
efforts to educate and sensitize parlianmentarians and government officials,
prof essi onal groups, parents and children on the inportance of accepting fully
the concept of child rights, and reconmends that |egislative nmeasures be

envi saged to guarantee the enjoynent of civil rights and freedons for every
chi | d.
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49. The Committee is concerned about |egislation and policies that allow the
use of flogging of children as a disciplinary nmeasure in prisons and its use
as a judicial sentence. |In this respect, the Cormittee wel comes the
commtnent of the State party to give pronpt consideration to the possibility
of ratifying the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or

Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shment. The Conmittee encourages the State party
to conduct a public awareness-raising canpaign and to review its |egislation
and policies in order to elimnate flogging as a judicial sentence and as a
di sciplinary measure in the prison system

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

50. The Committee shares the concern of the State party over the chall enges
faced by children as a result of changes in social and famly structures which
have | ed to high nunbers of single-parent househol ds and reduced support from
extended famlies. The existing social security structures would make it
difficult for the State party to ensure that both parents contribute to the
mai nt enance of the child. The Committee notes that public assistance is

avail able to assist children in these circunstances, but it remins concerned
about the difficulty involved in ensuring respect for the provisions of
article 18, paragraphs 1 and 2, and article 27, paragraph 4, of the
Convention. The Commttee recomends that continuing attention be given to
the risks of early parenthood and single parenthood, to the pronotion of

hi gher | evels of involvenent of fathers in the upbringing and devel opnment of
the child, and to the need to provi de necessary support to children in these
cases.

51. The Committee notes with appreciation recent efforts to inprove
arrangenents for foster care, e.g. the doubling of the foster care all owance.
It notes that the regular nonitoring focuses nore on the quality of placenent
of children in foster care than on the need to review the placement decision
as such, in accordance with article 25 of the Convention. The Commttee is
concerned that the efforts to provide permanence and stability for children in
care may on occasion lead to a premature decision that famly reunification is
no | onger possible. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to continue its
efforts to strengthen the foster care systemin those instances where efforts
to provide support to famlies prove insufficient. It also reconmends that
further research be conducted into the functioning of the existing system
taking full account of the provisions of articles 20 and 25 of the Convention

52. The Committee is seriously concerned about the high proportion of
children who appear to be victins of physical abuse, in nost instances
acconpani ed by psychol ogi cal and enpti onal abuse. The Committee is highly
concerned about the subjective element involved in legislation that permts a
“reasonabl e degree” of physical chastisenment as a disciplinary nmethod. The
Conmittee is concerned that the tol erance of corporal punishment in schools
will make it extremely difficult to educate parents about alternative forns of
di scipline, and wi shes to point out that there is usually a connection between
the social and |l egal acceptability of corporal punishment and the high | eve

of child abuse which is of serious concern. The Conmittee encourages the
State party to reviewits policies and legislation in order to elimnate
corporal punishment as a method of discipline and to inplenment fully the

provi sions of articles 19 and 39 of the Convention; it reconmends that the
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State party increase its efforts to educate the public about the negative
i npact of corporal punishnment on the devel opnent of the child and on the
effort to prevent child abuse; finally, the Comm ttee encourages the State
party to seek international assistance and advice on successful exanples of
how to overcone traditional social attitudes regardi ng corporal punishnent.

53. The Committee notes the commtment of the State party to the

i ntroduction of mandatory reporting for suspected cases of child abuse. Wile
acknow edgi ng the progress made, the Committee remains concerned that existing
legislation is still not sufficient to provide strong protection against child
abuse, including sexual abuse. The Sexual O fences Act, 1992 provides very
harsh sentences for only one specific form of sexual abuse of children

under 14. At the sane tinme, other information seenms to indicate that there
are considerable difficulties in applying this legislation, in particular when
a parent is reluctant to testify or allow the abused child to testify. 1In
addition, the Cormittee is concerned that the Donestic Violence (Protection
Orders) Act, 1992, although showi ng progress in renoving police discretion in
the referral to court of cases of domestic violence, still fails to ensure a
sufficient level of protection for children in cases of donestic violence.

The Committee is convinced that the need to ensure full protection from al
forms of abuse in accordance with article 19 of the Convention requires

| egi sl ati ve nmeasures guaranteeing that child maltreatnent will not be
tolerated. The Conmittee recommends that the State party reassess the inpact
of current measures and policies. It urges the State party to devel op and

i npl enment systematically projects and progranmes to address the need for
prevention of child abuse; protection from abuse, including procedures to
protect children from possible further victimzation by the |egal system and
provi sion of rehabilitation services in accordance with article 39 of the
Convention; and to this effect, to carry out awareness-raising canmpai gns and a
careful review of existing |egislation.

6. Basic health and welfare

54, The Committee notes the commtment of the State party to increase

avail abl e services to children with disabilities, and welconmes the efforts to
identify all cases of children with disabilities. Nevertheless, the Conmittee
remai ns concerned that the focus is on the provision of separate services
rather than inclusion. The Committee reconmends that the State party

i npl ement its policies, together with a plan of action in regard to children
with disabilities.

55. The Committee wel conmes the State party's efforts to reduce the rates of
adol escent pregnancy. It welconmes the efforts to raise awareness about
reproductive health and rights through initiatives such as the Famly Life
Devel opnment Progranme. Despite these efforts, the Comm ttee remmins concerned
about the high | evels of adol escent pregnancy and abortion, about the rising

i ncidence of HI'V and AIDS and about the effect this has on children infected
or affected (in particular those orphaned) by the epidenmic. The Commttee
recommends that the State party give careful attention to the recomrendati ons
formul ated by the Committee during its day of general discussion on “The
rights of children living in a world with HHV/ AIDS” (CRC/C/ 80, para. 243). It
recommends that the State party increase its efforts to provi de appropriate
adol escent health services, consider the possibility of actively involving
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adol escents in the fornmulation of policies and treatnment programes in
accordance with their evolving capacity, and nake it possible for adol escents
to have access to nedical advice and treatnment w thout parental consent in
accordance with their age and maturity.

56. In spite of efforts to increase attention to early chil dhood education
the Conmittee remains concerned that the nunber of child care centres is not
enough to serve all children concerned. The Committee takes note of recent
efforts to provide child care within existing schools with the assistance of
trai ned volunteer parents and of the difficulties encountered in persuading
private enployers to provide child care at the workplace. VWhile noting the
success in transform ng Queen Elizabeth Hospital into a baby-friendly
institution, the Committee is also concerned about the | ack of data on
breastfeeding practices. The Conmmittee encourages the State party to continue
its efforts to provide sufficient nunbers of child care services and to
consider the possibility of setting up child care facilities at the workpl ace
for public enployees, thus facilitating breast-feeding practices.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

57. The Committee wel conmes the conmmitnent of the State party to education
and the availability of free and conpul sory education until the age of 16 to
children who are citizens or permanent residents. It notes the effort to

i nprove the quality of education through the proposals in the White Paper on
Educati onal Reform The Comm ttee remai ns concerned about practica

i mpl enmentati on of the educational refornms and of the policy to provide

text books to all schoolchildren, and it is also concerned about the

determ nation of the child' s acadenmic ability at the early age of 11. In
addition, the Comrittee is concerned about the growi ng incidence of

educati onal underachi evenent anong boys. The Committee suggests that sone of
the reforns in the training of teachers focusing on teacher attitudes could be
used also to increase attention to child rights. The Committee recomends
that the State party increase its efforts in educational reform including
through careful study of the inmpact of secondary school entrance exanms at the
age of 11 and through evaluation of the inpact of recent reforminitiatives,
if necessary by seeking international assistance from UNICEF, with a viewto
increasing the quality and rel evance of education in accordance with

articles 28 and 29 of the Convention

8. Special protection neasures

58. Al t hough a serious child |abour problem does not seemto exist, the
Committee remains concerned that the existing legislation is unclear about the
exact types and amount of work that are acceptable at different ages,
including in connection with children assisting their famlies with
agricultural or donestic tasks. The Committee reconmends that the State party
take advantage of current preparations to ratify ILO Convention No. 138 on

M ni mum Age for Adm ssion to Enploynment to review and clarify its own

| egi sl ati on concerning work at different ages in order to maxim ze the
protection of children against econom c exploitation in accordance with
article 32 of the Convention.
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59. The Committee has a nunmber of concerns regarding the admnistration of
juvenile justice. |In particular

(a) The concern that special provisions for juvenile delinquents do
not apply to children over 16 years of age, who are dealt with by adult
crimnal courts and are grouped with prisoners up to the age of 23. The
Committee recomrends that the State party consider raising the existing age
[imt from16 to 18;

(b) The concern about the lack of flexibility in sentencing children
under the Reformatory and Industrial Schools Act (with its m ninum sentence of
three years and its maxi mum sentence of five years and the | engthy procedure
for review of detention, which appears to have resulted in an inform
practice of developing an alternative sentence of one year's detention. The
Committee recomrends that the State party consider the introduction of a nore
fl exi bl e sentencing systemand a sinple but efficient and effective revi ew of
court decisions that involve holding a child in detention

(c) The concern that section 14 of the Reformatory and I ndustria
School s Act nakes it possible for children to be referred to the juvenile
court for offences such as “tal ki ng back” or “wandering w thout proper

guardi anship”. This means that acts which are not a crinme if carried out by
adults may, for mnors, result in a crimnal sentence, e.g. placement in an
I ndustrial School. The Committee is concerned about such crimnalization of

behavi our problenms of children. These kinds of problens should be dealt with
t hrough psycho-social services, treatnent, etc. with the necessary famly
support. The Conmittee recommends that the State party change its |egislation
inthis regard to prevent, as far as possible, the crimnalization of

chil dren's behavi oural problens;

(d) The concern about information suggesting that the right of a child
accused of infringing the law to | egal assistance can be, and often is waived
by a parent or guardian. Mre careful inplenmentation of the provisions of
article 37 (d) and article 40, 2 (b) (ii) of the Convention to |egal or other
appropriate assistance is necessary. The Commttee recomends that the State
party consider reviewing its legislation to ensure that decisions regarding
| egal assistance for children in conflict with the |law are taken inpartially
and with regard solely for the best interests of the child, and that the right
of the child to such assistance shoul d not be wai ved by others;

(e) Whil e wel coming the raising of the age of crimnal responsibility,
the Conmittee remains concerned that it has been raised only to 11 years. The
Committee encourages the State party to consider the need to raise the age of
crimnal responsibility further

60. The Committee is furthernmore concerned about the conditions experienced
by children deprived of their liberty, both in Industrial Schools and in
separate facilities at the adult prison, and in particular about the |ack of
sufficient provision for education and rehabilitation services. |t reconmends
that the State party conduct in-depth research and gather information as to
the situation and outcone for children held in the Industrial Schools and in
prison, and urges the State party to ensure the full conpatibility of the
juvenile justice systemw th the Convention, especially articles 37, 40
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and 39, as well as other relevant international standards in this area, such
as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh CGuidelines and the United Nations Rul es for
the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty.

61. In the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee appreciates the conmtnent of the State party to publicize the
results of the dialogue. The Conmittee recomends that such efforts include
maki ng wi dely available to the public the initial report and witten replies
submtted by the State party, along with the summary records of the rel evant
meeti ngs and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the Commttee. Such w de
distribution should generate debate and awareness of the Convention and the
state of its inplenentation, particularly within the Governnment, the rel evant
mnistries, the Parlianment and non-governnental organizations.

2. Concl udi ng observations of the Comrittee on the
Rights of the Child: St. Kitts and Nevis

62. The Committee considered the initial report of St. Kitts and Nevis
(CRC/C/ 3/ Add. 51) at its 537th to 538th neetings (see CRC/C/ SR 537-538), held
on 20 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A. | nt roduction

63. The Conmittee wel cones the subnmission of the State party's initia
report, but regrets that the witten replies to its list of issues
(CRC/C/ Q SKN 1) were not submtted in advance of the dialogue. While the
report follows the general guidelines, the Comrittee regrets that its brevity,
particularly in the area of “special protection neasures”, limts the ful
understandi ng of the situation of children within the State party. The
Committee is encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dial ogue it had
with the State party and wel conmes the positive reactions to the suggestions
and recommendati ons made during the discussion. The Conmittee acknow edges
that the presence of a high-ranking delegation directly involved in the

i mpl enmentati on of the Convention conplenmented the information provided on the
situation of the rights of children in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

64. The Conmittee notes the recent efforts undertaken by the State party in
the field of lawreform In this regard, it takes note of the enactnment of
the Probation and Child Welfare Board Act (1994) which provides for the
establishnment of a Board to nonitor the rights of all children; ensure the
care, protection and mai ntenance of children within the famly environment;
and rmake provisions with respect to the fostering and adopti on of children

65. The Committee appreciates the State party's initiatives within the
school environnment. In this regard, it welcomes the establishnent of a schoo
nutrition programre for children enrolled at the primary school |evel; the
provi si on of school unifornms for children whose parents are not able to afford

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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them the efforts to ensure 100 per cent placenent at the secondary |evel; and
the recently established policy that allows for the readm ssion of teenage
nmot hers into the regular school system

66. The Conmittee notes the efforts of the State in the area of primary
health care services. |In particular it notes the State party's achi evenment of
100 per cent imunization as well as relatively |ow malnutrition and infant
and maternal nortality rates. The Comrittee al so notes the introduction of
programes for free nedical and dental care for all children of school age (up
to 16 years).

67. The Committee wel conmes the State party's 1996 initiative in beconm ng a
menber State of the International Labour Organization (I1LO).

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenmentation
of the Convention

68. The Committee acknow edges that the vulnerability of the State party to
natural disasters, nost recently Hurricanes Luis and Marilyn in 1995 and
George in 1998, has affected the situation of children and inpeded the ful

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. The Committee further notes that the
limted availability of skilled human resources, conpounded by the high rate
of emi gration, also adversely affects the full inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

D. Subjects of concern and the Committee's recomendati ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

69. The Committee notes the recent efforts by the State party to undertake a
review of existing |legislation regarding children and the famly. It is
concerned, however, that domestic legislation still does not fully reflect the

principles and provisions of the Convention. The Conmittee recomends that
the State party seek to ensure that its donmestic legislation fully conforns
with the principles and provisions of the Convention. The Committee al so
encourages the State party to consider the possibility of enacting a
conprehensive children's rights code. In this regard, the Commttee further
recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia,
UNI CEF and the Ofice of the High Conmm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

70. The Committee notes that the State party has acceded to only two of the
i nternational human rights instrunments, the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen. The Conmittee encourages the State party to consider the
possibility of acceding to the other major international human rights
instruments as these would help to strengthen the efforts of the State party
to meet its obligations in guaranteeing the rights of all children under its
jurisdiction.

71. The Conmittee notes that a 12-nenber Probation and Child Welfare Board
has been appointed with representatives fromthe public and private sectors of
both islands of the State party and nmandated with the inplenentation of the
Convention. The Commttee is concerned, however, that the Board is not yet
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fully operational. The Committee is also concerned that the State party has
not yet el aborated a National Plan of Action for Children. The Committee al so
expresses concern that adequate efforts have not been made to establish an
effective child rights nonitoring systemindependent of the Probation and
Child Welfare Board and the Mnistry to which it is responsible. The
Committee recomrends that further steps be taken by the State party to
strengthen its coordinating efforts and ensure that the Probation and Child
Welfare Board is fully operational. The Committee encourages the State party
to consider the inplenmentation of a National Plan of Action for Children that

i ncludes a rights-based, rather than an exclusively welfare-focused approach
The Committee al so recomends that the State party seek to use a conprehensive
approach to the inplementation of the Convention by, inter alia, ensuring the
i ntroduction of adequate monitoring nechani snms to guarantee the pronmotion and
protection of children's rights.

72. The Conmittee is concerned at the lack of a data collection nmechani sm
within the State party for the systemati c and conprehensive coll ection of

di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data for all areas covered by the
Convention in relation to all groups of children in order to nonitor and

eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with
respect to children. The Comrittee reconmends that the State party seek to
establish a central registry for data collection and introduce a conprehensive
system of data collection incorporating all the areas covered by the
Convention. Such a system should cover all children up to the age of 18
years, with specific enphasis on those who are particularly vul nerabl e,
including children with disabilities, children living in poverty, children in
the juvenile justice system children of single-parent famlies, children born
out of wedl ock, sexually abused children and institutionalized children. It

i s suggested that the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia,
UNI CEF.

73. The Committee notes with concern the |ack of involvenment of NGOs in the
el aboration of the State party's report and the generally limted
participation of civil society in the pronotion and inplenentation of the
Convention. The Commttee recomends that the State party take the necessary
measures to encourage and facilitate the participation of civil society as
well as the w der population in the promotion and inplenmentation of the
Conventi on.

74. The Committee al so expresses concern at the absence of an independent
mechani smto regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning
violations of their rights under the Convention. The Comm ttee suggests that
an i ndependent child-friendly nechani sm be nade accessible to children to dea
with conplaints of violations of their rights and to provide renedies for such
violations. The Conmmttee further suggests that the State party introduce an
awar eness-rai sing canpaign to facilitate the effective use by children of such
a mechani sm

75. The Committee notes the inpact of the recent natural disasters which
have had adverse effects on social investnent within the State party. The
Committee remains concerned that in light of article 4 of the Convention, not
enough attention has been paid to allocating budgetary resources in favour of
children “to the maxi mum extent of (...) available resources”. In |light of
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articles 2, 3 and 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee encourages the State
party to pay particular attention to the full inplenentation of article 4 of
the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure inplenentation
of the econom c, social and cultural rights of children, to the maxi num extent
of avail able resources and, where needed, within the framework of

i nternati onal cooperation

76. Wil e recogni zing the efforts of the State party to pronote awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention through programes such as
“Child Month”, the Comrmittee remains concerned that professional groups,
children, parents and the public at |arge are generally not sufficiently aware
of the Convention and the rights-based approach enshrined therein. The
Committee recomrends that greater effort be made to ensure that the provisions
of the Convention are wi dely known and understood by adults and children
alike. The Committee further recommends the reinforcenment of adequate and
systematic training and/or sensitization of professional groups working with
and for children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent personnel

teachers, school adm nistrators, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
soci al workers, officials of the administration of both islands and personne
of child-care institutions. The Comrittee encourages the State party to al so
seek measures to raise the awareness of the nedia and the public at |arge of
the rights of the child. It further suggests that the State party seek to
ensure that the Convention is fully integrated into the curricula at al

| evel s of the educational system |In this regard, the Conmmttee suggests that
the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, UNI CEF and UNESCO

2. Definition of the child

77. The Committee expresses concern regarding the low | egal age for crimna
responsibility (8 years). The Commttee expresses further concern that the
Prevention of Cruelty and Protection of Juveniles C ause of the Juvenile Act
does not provide special protection for children between the ages of 16 to 18
years, and by the absence in |legislation of a |egal age defining the

attai nment of mpjority. The Committee recomends that the State party review
its legislation, especially with respect to crimnal responsibility, in order
to bring it into full conformty with the provisions and principles of the
Conventi on.

3. General principles

78. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the State party does
not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention
especially its general principles, as reflected inits articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life,

survi val and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits
legislation, its adm nistrative and judicial decisions, as well as inits
policies and progranmes relevant to children. It is the Conmttee' s view that
further efforts nust be undertaken to ensure that the principles of the
Convention, in particular the general principles, not only guide policy

di scussi on and deci sion-nmaeki ng, but are also appropriately integrated in al

Il egal revisions as well as in judicial and adm nistrative decisions and in
proj ects, programes and services which have an inpact on children
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79. While the Committee notes the efforts made by the Early Chil dhood

Devel opnent Unit of the Mnistry of Education and the Department for Community
Devel opnent to encourage the participatory rights of children in al
comunities, it is concerned that traditional practices, culture and attitudes
still limt the full inplementation of article 12 of the Convention. The
Committee recomrends that the State party seek to develop a systematic
approach to increasing public awareness of the participatory rights of

chil dren and encourage respect for the views of the child within the famly,
comunities, schools, and the care and judicial systens.

4. Civil rights and freedons

80. The Committee is concerned about the potentially harnful effects of
programes avail able through cable television which is the preferred view ng
option of the population. The Comrittee recomends that the State party take
measures, including parental education, to protect children from exposure to
harnful information, including violence and pornography.

81. The Committee remains gravely concerned that corporal punishnent is
still widely practised within the State party and that domestic |egislation
does not prohibit its use. 1In this regard, the Comm ttee reconmends that the

State party take all appropriate nmeasures, including of a |egislative nature,
to prohibit corporal punishment within school, the famly, the juvenile
justice and alternative care systens and generally within the society. It
further suggests that awareness-raising canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forms of discipline are admnistered in a manner consistent with
the child' s human dignity and in conformty with the Convention, especially
article 28. 2.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

82. The Committee notes the | arge number of single-parent fanm lies and the

i npact on children. The Commttee al so expresses concern at the apparent |ack
of legal protection with respect to the rights, including mintenance and

i nheritance rights, of children born out of wedlock from*visiting” or conmon
| aw rel ati onshi ps. The Comrittee expresses further concern regarding the
financi al and psychol ogi cal inpact of “visiting relationships” on children.
The [ ack of sufficient support and counselling, in the areas of parenta

gui dance and responsibilities are also matters of concern. The State party is
encouraged to increase its efforts in developing fam |y educati on and

awar eness through, inter alia, providing support, including training for
parents, especially those in “visiting” and common | aw rel ationships, in
parental guidance and joint parental responsibilities, in light of article 18
of the Convention. The Conmittee also recomrends that the State party
undertake a study on the inpact (both financial and psychol ogi cal) of
“visiting relationships” on children. The Conmittee further recomends that
the State party take all necessary neasures, including those of a | ega

nature, to ensure that the rights of children born of “visiting” and conmmon

| aw rel ati onships are protected. It is suggested that the State party seek
techni cal assistance from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO



CRC/ C/ 87
page 22

83. VWhile noting the recent efforts of the State party to ensure that

em grating parents meke arrangenents for the maintenance of their children
the Commttee renmmins concerned at the absence of bilateral agreenents for
reci procal enforcenment of maintenance orders. The Committee reconmends that
efforts be made to put in place the necessary measures to ensure the recovery
of maintenance for children from parents who em grate

84. VWile the Cormittee notes a decline in the overall nunmber of children
deprived of a famly environnent, it is concerned that boys continue to be
particularly vul nerable to placenent in alternative and foster care. The
Committee al so expresses concern regardi ng the absence of an independent

conpl aint mechani smfor children in alternative care institutions as well as
the [ack of available trained personnel in this field. It is recomended that
the State party undertake a study to assess the situation of boys within the
famly environnment and their susceptibility to placenent in alternative and/or
foster care. The Committee al so recomends additional training, including in
children's rights, for social and welfare workers as well as the establishnent
of an independent conplaints nmechanismfor children in alternative care

i nstitutions.

85. The Conmittee is concerned at the absence of |egislation, policies and
institutions to regulate intercountry adoption. The lack of nonitoring with
respect to donestic and intercountry adoptions is also a matter of concern
In light of article 21 of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends that the
State party introduce proper nonitoring procedures with respect to both
domestic and intercountry adoptions. In this regard, the Comrmittee further
encourages the State party to consider the possibility of acceding to the
Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
I ntercountry Adoption of 1993.

86. The | ack of awareness and i nformation on domestic viol ence,
ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse, and the |ack of
appropriate financial and human resources remain matters of grave concern

The Committee is also concerned at the |ack of a standardi zed approach to the
reporting and managenent of child abuse, neglect and abandonnment as well as
the delineation of roles between the police, the Cormunity Affairs Departnent
and heal th and educati on agencies. The Commttee notes with concern the

i ncreasi ng nunber of children institutionalized as a result of abuse and
neglect. In light of article 19, the Comm ttee reconmends that the State
party undertake studies on domestic violence, ill-treatnent and sexual abuse
in order to adopt adequate policy neasures and contribute to changi ng
traditional attitudes. It also recommends that cases of domestic violence,
ill-treatnment and sexual abuse of children be properly investigated within a
child-friendly judicial procedure and sanctions applied to perpetrators, with
due regard given to protecting the right to privacy of the child. Measures
shoul d al so be taken to ensure the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and
social reintegration of victins in accordance with article 39 of the
Convention, and the prevention of crimnalization and stigmatization of
victims. The Commttee recomends that the State party seek technica
assistance from inter alia, UNI CEF
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6. Basic health and welfare

87. The Committee expresses its concern with respect to the limted

avail ability of programmes and services and the | ack of adequate data in the
area of adol escent health, including on accidents, violence, abortion

H V/ AIDS and STDs. The Comrittee is particularly concerned at the high

i nci dence of teenage pregnancy and the situation of teenage nothers,
especially in relation to their | ow attendance at antenatal clinics as well as
their generally poor breastfeeding practices. The Conmttee is concerned that
nost of the current cases of infant nortality are related to teenage nothers.
The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts in
pronmoti ng adol escent health policies and counselling services as well as
strengt heni ng reproductive health education, including the pronotion of nmale
acceptance of the use of contraceptives. The Committee further suggests that
a conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study be undertaken to understand the
scope of adol escent health problens, including the special situation of
children infected with, affected by or vulnerable to H V/AIDS and STDs.
Additionally, it is recormmended that the State party undertake further
measures, including the allocation of adequate human and fi nanci al resources,
to devel op youth-friendly care, counselling, and rehabilitation facilities for
adol escents. The Conmittee al so encourages the State party to devel op
conprehensi ve policies and programres to reduce the incidence of infant
nmortality and pronote proper breastfeeding and weani ng practi ces anong teenage
mothers. In this connection, it is also recomended that the State party
consi der technical assistance for the Integrated Managenent of Chil dhood

Il nesses and ot her measures for child health inprovenent from inter alia,
UNI CEF and WHO.

88. The Committee expresses its concern at the absence of |egal protection
and the lack of adequate facilities and services for children with
disabilities. The Commttee is also concerned that insufficient efforts have
been made by the State party to facilitate the inclusion of children with
disabilities into the educational system and generally within society. 1In
light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons
with Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/ 96) and the Committee's
recommendati ons adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of
children with disabilities” (CRC/C/69), it is recormmended that the State party
develop early identification programres to prevent disabilities, increase its
efforts to inplenent alternatives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, establish special education programes for children with
disabilities and further encourage their inclusion in society. The Conmttee
further recomends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the
training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities
from inter alia, UNI CEF and WHO

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

89. Wil e recogni zing the efforts made by the State party in the area of
education, the Commttee remains concerned at the high drop-out rate for males
in the upper grades of primary school, the poor reading ability or primry
school males, the high incidence of truancy, |ack of relevant |earning
material, insufficient nunbers of trained and qualified teachers, and the
tendency towards teaching nmethods that are al nost exclusively exam oriented.
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The Committee is also concerned that the policy which allows teenage nothers
to re-enter the educational system has not been equally inplenmented in both

i slands of the State party. The Committee recomrends that the State party
review its educational programme with a view to inproving its quality and

rel evance ane ensuring that students receive an adequate nmi x of academ cs and
life skills, including comunication, decision-making and conflict-resolution
skills. The Committee further reconmends that the State party seek to

i mpl enment addi ti onal nmeasures to encourage children, especially boys, to stay

in school, particularly during the period of conpul sory education. In this
regard, the Cormittee urges the State party to take all necessary nmeasures to
ensure the full inplementation of its policy regarding the readm ssion of

teenage nmothers into the school systemin all regions of its territory. The
Committee encourages the State party to accelerate its inplenentation of the
Cari bbean Comrunity Milti-agency Health and Fami |y Life Education Project
which facilitates the retraining of teachers as well as the devel opnent of
appropriate curricula and public education canpaigns. It is also recomended
that the State party seek to strengthen its educational systemthrough cl oser
cooperation with UNI CEF and UNESCO

8. Special protection neasures

90. In view of the high drop-out rate for males in the upper grades of
primary school, the Commttee is concerned about the |ack of information and
adequate data on the situation on child | abour and econom c exploitation
within the State party. The Conmittee encourages the State party to introduce
noni toring mechani snms to ensure the enforcenent of |abour |aws and protect
children from econom c exploitation, particularly within the informal sectors.
It is further recoomended that the State party undertake a conprehensi ve study
to assess the situation of child | abour. The Commttee al so suggests that the
State party consider ratifying ILO Convention No. 138 concerni ng M ni mum Age
for Adm ssion to Enpl oynent.

91. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party at both the nationa
and regional |evels regarding drug demand reducti on and narcotics control
However, the Conmittee remai ns concerned at the high incidence of drug and
subst ance abuse anong youth, the apparent |ack of adequate |egal provisions
and the limted social and nedical programres and services available in this
regard. In light of article 33 of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends
that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including |egislative,
adm ni strative, social and educational neasures, to protect children fromthe
illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances and to prevent the

use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances.
It encourages the State party to support rehabilitation programes dealing
with child victims of drug and substance abuse. |In this regard, the Conmttee

encourages the State party to consider seeking technical assistance from
inter alia, UNICEF, WHO and the United Nations Division for Crine Prevention

92. VWhile the Committee notes that the State party has in place domestic
| egislation relating to juvenile justice, it is still concerned about:

(a) The general situation of the adm nistration of juvenile justice
and in particular its conpatibility with the Convention, as well as other
rel evant United Nations standards;
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(b) The length of time taken before the hearing of juvenile cases and
t he apparent |ack of confidentiality accorded such cases;

(c) The holding of minors in adult detention facilities, the |lack of
adequate facilities for children in conflict with the law, and the limted
nunber of trained personnel to work with children in this regard.

The Conmittee recommends that the State party:

(a) Take additional steps to reformthe systemof juvenile justice in
the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of the
United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard
M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules),
the United Nations Cuidelines for the Prevention of juvenile Delinquency (the
Ri yadh Cuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveni |l es Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) Consider deprivation of liberty only as a neasure of |ast resort
and for the shortest possible period of time; protect the rights of children
deprived of their liberty, including the right to privacy; and ensure that
children remain in contact with their famlies while in the juvenile justice
system

(c) Introduce training programres on relevant international standards
for all those professionals involved with the system of juvenile justice;

(d) Consider seeking technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice
of the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crine
Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice and UN CEF, through
the Coordi nati on Panel on Technical Advice in Juvenile Justice.

93. VWile the Commttee notes the establishment of a national comittee to
regul ate the use of corporal punishment within the juvenile justice system it
remai ns gravely concerned that the Corporal Punishment Act (1967) continues to
all ow the corporal punishment of a male juvenile convicted of an offence and
to enpower the magistrate's court to order a juvenile convicted of an offence
to be “whi pped”. The Committee recommends that the State party take al
necessary measures to prohibit the use of corporal punishment within the
juvenile justice system including the repeal of the Corporal Punishnment

Act (1967).

94. Finally, the Conmittee recommends that, in light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGGCs.
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3. Concluding observations of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child: Honduras
95. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Honduras

(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2) at its 541st and 542nd neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 541-542), held
on 25 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A.  Introduction
96. The Committee wel conmes the tinely submission of the State party's second
periodic report. In particular, the Commttee notes with satisfaction the
wi | lingness of the State party to use this report as a call for action, a

gui de and a situation analysis, to fornulate, evaluate and nonitor the nost

i nportant advances in the field of children's rights in the State party. The
Committee al so takes note of the witten replies to its |list of issues
(CRCC QHON.2) while regretting their |late submi ssion. The Conmittee is
encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with the State
party's del egati on and wel cones the positive reactions to the suggestions and
recomendati ons made during the discussion. The Conmm ttee acknow edges t hat
the presence of a delegation directly involved in the inplenentation of the
Convention allowed for a fuller assessnent of the situation of the rights of
children in the State party.

B. Foll ow up neasures underatken and progress
achi eved by the State party

97. The Commitee wel cones the constitutional reform (1995), which has
endorsed the mandate of the Ofice of the National Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts for the pronotion and protection of children's rights.

98. The Conmittee al so wel conmes the constitutional reform (1995) which
abolished the State party's mandatory mlitary service and prohibited service
in the mlitary of persons younger than 18.

99. In light of its recommendations (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, paras. 20 and 21),
the Commttee wel conmes the enactnment of the Children and Adol escents Code
(1996) and the participation of non-governnental organizations in the drafting
of the Code.

100. The Committee notes with appreciation the establishnent of the network
of municipal children's defenders (Defensores Minicipales de |a Nifiez), which
ainms at strengthening the nuniciaplities' involvenent in the aplication and
nmoni toring of the rights of the child.

101. In light of its previous recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 24),
the Commttee wel conmes the enactment of the Law agai nst Donestic Viol ence and
the reforms to the Penal Code as well as the establishnent of the Institute
for Wonen as neasures to prevent and conbat gender discrimnaton. |In the sanme

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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vein the Conmittee wel cones the creation of an office for the defence of
children and persons with disabilities, within the Attorney-General's office
(Mnisterio Pablico), as well as the creation of the National Council for the
Attention of Children with Disabilities (CONAMED)

102. The establishnent of poverty allevation programes such as the ones
carried out by the Honduran Social Investnent Fund (FHI'S), Fam |y Assistance
Programme (PRAF) and the Soci al Housing Fund, which are in line with the
Committee's recomrendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 29), are noted with
appreciation.

103. In light of the Committee's recomendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 30),
the Committee wel cones the neasures taken by the State party to include the
teaching of human rights, including children's rights, in the schoo
curricul a.

104. The Committee wel comes the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng
(1997), between the State party and the Internaitonal Labour

Organi zati on/ I nternatonal Progranme for the Eradication of Child Labour

(LA 1PEC), for inplenmenting a programre for the eradication of child | abour
as well as for the establishnent of a National Conm ssion for the Eradication
of Child Labour in line with the Comrittee's reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 35).

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding further progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

105. The Committee notes with deep concern the devastating effects of
hurricane Mtch (1998), which had a negative inpact on the nost vul nerable
sectors of the population, including children, especially owing to the damge
caused in the agriculture sectors and to infrastructure. Hurricane Mtch not
only left many dead or m ssing, including children, and destroyed hones and
educational and health care facilities and services, but also constituted a
setback in the efforts of the State party to gradually make children's rights
areality. The Committee expresses its solidarity with the State party in its
reconstruction efforts.

106. The Committee notes that w despread poverty and | ong-standi ng

soci o-econom ¢ disparities within the State party are still affecting the nost
vul nerabl e groups, including children, and hanmper the enjoynent of the rights
of the child in the State party. This situation, the Comrittee al so notes,
has been particularly aggravated by severe econonm c constraints, due in
particular to the inplementation of structural adjustnent programres and

ext ernal debt.

D. Principal subjects of concern and the
Committee's recomendati ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

107. Al though the Conmittee wel comes the enactnment of the Children and
Adol escents Code, it remains concerned about some di screpanci es between
donestic | egislation and the provisions of the Convention, especially those
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which still regard children as objects and not as subjects of rights (the
irregul ar situation approach). The Conmittee recommends that the State party
take all available nmeasures to ensure that the Children and Adol escents Code
and ot her donestic |legislation (e.g. Penal Code, Labour Code, Fam |y Code and
draft Adoption Law) are in full conformity with the principles and provisions
of the Conventi on.

108. While noting the neasures taken by the State party to inplenent the
Conmittee's recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24 and para. 21) concerning the
need to establish adequate coordi nati on between vari ous governnental entities
dealing with children's issues, both at the national and the |ocal |evels, and
taking note of the transformation of the Social Wl fare Board (JNBS) into the
Honduran Institute of Children and the Family (IHNFA), the Conmittee is stil
concerned about the insufficiency of these neasures. In particular, the
Conmittee is concerned that |HNFA does not have sufficient financial and human
resources to carry out its mandate in an effective manner throughout the
territory of the State party. The Conmittee recommends that the State party
take further nmeasures to reinforce the existing coordinating nechanisns (e.g.

t he National Comm ssioner for Human Rights, |IHNFA, etc.), including at the
muni ci pal level, in order to strengthen coordi nati on between the various
governmental bodies involved in children's rights. Furthernore, the Committee
recommends that the State party take all necessary steps, including

i nternati onal cooperation, to provide IHNFA with adequate financial and human
resources in order that it may carry out its mandate in an effective manner
Greater efforts should be nade to ensure cl oser cooperation with

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons working in the field of children's rights.

109. Wth regard to the inplenentation of the Conmttee's recomendati on
(CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 21) concerning the need to develop a data collection
systemon children's rights, and taking into consideration the neasures taken
in cooperation with the Inter-Anerican Children's Institute and the

i nformati on provided by the State party regardi ng the conduct of a popul ation
census in the year 2000, the Comrittee remains concerned about the |ack of

di saggregated data on all the areas covered by the Convention. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party continue reviewi ng and updating its data
collection system with a viewto including all areas covered by the
Convention. In addition, the Conmittee encourages the State party to use the
i nformati on provided by its next population census as a basis for the

devel opnent of di saggregated data on children's rights. Such a system should
i nclude all children under 18 years of age and specifically enphasize

vul nerabl e groups of children as a basis for assessing progress achieved in
the realization of children's rights and to help design policies for better

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of the Convention. 1In this regard, the
Committee encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from

inter alia, UN CEF.

110. The Committee takes note of the neasures taken by the State party to
i mpl ement the Committee's recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 23)
regardi ng the need to make the principles and provisions of the Convention
wi dely known and understood by the popul ation at |large. Nevertheless, it
remai ns concerned at the insufficiency of these nmeasures, especially anopng
i ndi genous and ethnic groups as well as in rural areas. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party strengthen its efforts to disseni nate the
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principles and provisions of the Convention as a neasure to sensitize society
about children's rights. Special enphasis should be placed on the

di ssemi nation of the Convention anong i ndi genous and ethnic groups as well as
inrural and renote areas. In this regard, the Commttee further recomends

the incorporation of local structures such as the municipal children's

def enders and non-governnental organizations in the devel opment of a nationa

awar eness canpai gn on the Convention. Furthernore, the Comrittee reconmends

publicizing the Convention in innovative ways, taking into consideration the

speci fic needs of indigenous and ethnic groups. The Committee encourages the
State party to consider seeking technical assistance in this area from

inter alia, UN CEF.

111. Wth regard to the inplenentation of the Comrittee's reconmendati on (see
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 23), the Committee appreciates the detailed information
on the conduct of training programes for professionals working with and for
children. Nevertheless, the Cormittee is of the opinion that such measures
need to be reinforced. Therefore, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party renew its efforts to undertake systemati c educati on and training
programes on the provisions of the Convention for all professional groups

wor king for and with children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent
officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and places of
detention for children, teachers, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
and social workers. Furthernore, special attention should be given to the
provi sion of training for professionals working with and for children on how
the principles and provisions of the Convention are reflected in and

i mpl enmented by donestic legislation (e.g. Children and Adol escents Code).
Techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF coul d be requested in this regard.

112. While the Committee is aware of the efforts undertaken by the State
party to allocate substantial financial resources for the benefit of children
it reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 8) that stringent

budget ary measures and external debt, as well as the persistence of w despread
poverty and uneven incone distribution, are still having a negative inpact on
the situation of children in the State party. 1In addition, the Commttee
expresses its concern at the lack of a child rights dinmension in the context
of the Master Plan for National Reconstruction (after hurricane Mtch). In
light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Committee encourages the
State party to continue undertaking all appropriate nmeasures to the maxi mum
extent of avail able resources, including international cooperation, to
continue ensuring that sufficient budgetary allocations are provided to socia
services for children and that particular attention is paid to the protection
of children belonging to vul nerable and margi nalized groups. Furthernore, the
Committee recomrends that the State party take children's rights into

consi deration in designing its social policies and progranmes, especially in
the context of its efforts in seeking international cooperation for
reconstruction after hurricane Mtch

2. Definition of the child

113. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 1 and other related
provi sions of the Convention, the Commttee takes note of the existing |ega
studies to reformdonestic |egislation and harnonize the different |egal ages
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according to the principles and provisions of the Convention. Nevertheless,
the Committee is concerned about the use of the biological criterion of
puberty to set different ages of maturity between boys and girls. This
practice is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and,
inter alia, constitutes a form of gender-based discrimnation which affects
the enjoyment of all rights. The Committee recomrends to the State party to
i ntroduce the adequate reforns to its donestic legislation in order to bring
it into full conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention

3. General principles

114. While the Cormittee acknow edges the State party's efforts to inplenent
the Conmittee's recommendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 24) for the
protection of the rights of the nost vul nerable groups of children, it is of
t he opinion that these measures need to be reinforced. In addition, the
Committee is particularly concerned about the preval ence of cultural attitudes
and traditions which are patriarchal and discrimnatory against the girl
child. The Comrittee reiterates its recomendation to the State party and
further recommends that it increase nmeasures to reduce econom ¢ and socia

di sparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent

di scrimnation agai nst the nost di sadvantaged groups of children, such as the
girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indi genous and
ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children
living in rural areas. Furthernore, the Comm ttee reconmends that the State
party strengthen its efforts in order to revise prevailing cultural attitudes
and traditional practices which constitute a form of gender-based

di scrimnation, contrary to the principle of non-discrimnation enshrined in
article 2 of the Convention. The Committee al so recomends that the State
party undertake educational canpaigns to raise awareness of the need to
prevent and conbat discrimnation on the grounds of gender and ethnic origin
Furthernore, the Conmittee suggests that the State party consider acceding to
the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation

115. Wth regard to its recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 20), the
Committee notes that the current donestic |egislation has partially integrated
the principles of “best interests of the child” (art. 3) and “respect for the
views of the child” (art. 12). Nevertheless, it remains concerned that in
practice, these principles are not fully inplenented and children are not yet
percei ved as persons entitled to rights. The Commttee recomends t hat
further efforts be nade to ensure the inplenentation of the principles of
“best interests of the child” and “respect for the views of the child”,
especially his or her right to participate in the famly, at school, within
other institutions and in society in general. These principles should also be
reflected in all policies and programres relating to children

Awar eness-rai sing anong the public at |large, including communities and
religious |eaders, as well as educational progranmes on the inplenentation of
these principles should be reinforced in order to change traditiona
perceptions regarding children as objects and not as subjects of rights.
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4. Civil rights and freedons

116. While the Commttee takes note of the State party's efforts to inprove
birth registration, especially those by the Ofice of the National Registry of
Persons and the National Comm ssioner for Human Rights, it remains concerned
about the fact that in some Departnents only 20 per cent of all births are
registered. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the Cormittee reiterates
its recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 25) and further reconmends that
the State party increase neasures to ensure the imediate registration of the
birth of all children, especially those living in rural and renote areas. In
addition, the Comrittee encourages the State party to ensure that birth

regi stration procedures are w dely known and understood by the popul ati on at

| ar ge.

117. Al though the Committee notes with appreciation the enactnment of the
Educati on Reform Law, which encourages and increases the participation of
children in schools, it is still concerned that participatory rights of
children have not been sufficiently developed in the State party. In
addition, concern is also expressed at the existing |egal prohibition of
students' organizations in secondary schools, which is contrary to the child's
rights to freedom of associati on and peaceful assenmbly. In Iight of

articles 15 and 16 and other related articles of the Convention, the Comm ttee
recommends that further neasures, including |egislative reform be undertaken
to pronote the participation of children in the famly, school and socia

life, as well as the effective enjoynent of their fundanental freedons,

i ncluding the freedons of opinion, expression and associ ation

118. Wth regard to the inplenentation of the Comrittee's reconmendati on (see
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 33), the Committee notes the neasures taken by the
State party to investigate cases of police brutality against children |iving
in and/ or working on the streets, as well as the payment of conpensation to
the victins of such abuse. Nevertheless, the Conmittee is of the opinion that
judicial neasures need to be reinforced. The Committee recommends that the
State party reinforce its judicial nmechanisns to deal with conpl aints of
police brutality, ill-treatnment and abuse of children and that cases of abuse
of children be duly investigated in order to avoid inpunity for perpetrators.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

119. Wile noting that the Children and Adol escent Code and ot her domestic

| egi sl ation regulate the process of adoptions, the Comrittee regrets that the
State party has not fully conplied with the inplenentation of its
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 26). The Conmittee reiterates its
suggestion to the State party to consider its accession to the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

120. While the Committee takes note of the State party's efforts to inplenent
the Committee's reconmmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 33) regarding the
need to take all avail able nmeasures to prevent and conbat cases of abuse and
ill-treatnment of children, it is of the opinion that these neasures need to be
reinforced. Concern is also expressed at the insufficient awareness regarding
t he harnful consequences of ill-treatnent and abuse, including sexual abuse,
both within and outside the famly. Concern is also expressed at the

i nsufficient resources, both financial and human, as well as at the |ack of
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adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat such abuse. The

i nsufficiency of rehabilitation measures and facilities for such children and
their limted access to justice are also matters of concern. 1In |light of,
inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the Conm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including setting up

mul tidi sciplinary programres and rehabilitation nmeasures, to prevent and
conbat child abuse and ill-treatnment of children within the famly, at schoo
and in society at large. It suggests, inter alia, that |law enforcenment should
be strengthened with respect to such crines and that adequate procedures and
mechani sms to deal with conplaints of child abuse should be reinforced in
order to provide children with pronpt access to justice to avoid inpunity for
the offenders. Furthernore, educational programes shoul d be established to
conmbat traditional attitudes within society regarding this issue. The
Committee encourages the State party to consider seeking internationa
cooperation to this effect from inter alia, UNI CEF and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

6. Basic health and welfare

121. In light of its recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 28), the
Committee wel comes the measures taken to inprove the health standards of
children, in particular those initiatives related to the reduction of infant
nmortality such as the Integrated Managenment of Chil dhood |11 nesses,

i mpl enented in cooperation with WHO and UNI CEF. Neverthel ess, the Commi ttee
remai ns concerned about the persistent high rates of malnutrition in children
under 5 years of age and in school-age children and limts access to

heal th-care services in rural and renote areas. The Commttee reconmends that
the State party continue taking all appropriate neasures, including through

i nternati onal cooperation, to ensure access to basic health care and services
for all children. Mre concerted efforts need to be taken to conbat

mal nutrition and ensure the adoption and inplenmentati on of a nationa
nutritional policy and action plan for children

122. Wth regard to adol escent health issues, the Comm ttee wel cones the
State party's initiatives and programmes to prevent and conbat the spread of

Hl V/ AIDS, and takes note of the intention to enact |egislation for the
protection of the rights of persons infected by H V/AIDS. Neverthel ess, the
Committee is particularly concerned at the high and increasing rate of teenage
pregnancy and the insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive health
education and counsel ling services, including outside schools. The Conmittee
is al so concerned at the increasing rate of substance abuse anobng adol escents.
The Committee reconmends to the State party to continue, with the support of

i nternational cooperation, with its efforts in the prevention of H V/ AIDS and
to take into consideration the Conmttee's recommendati ons adopted on its day
of general discussion on “Children living in a world with H V/ Al DS’

(CRC/C/80). It also suggests that a conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study
be undertaken to understand the scope of adol escent health problens and as a
basis to pronote adol escent health policies and strengthen reproductive health
education and counsel ling services. The Conmttee al so recomrends that
further efforts be undertaken for the devel opnent of child-friendly
counselling services as well as care and rehabilitation facilities for

adol escents. Measures to prevent and combat substance abuse anpbng adol escents
shoul d be strengt hened.
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123. Wth regard to the situation of children with disabilities, the
Committee expresses its concern at the |ack of adequate infrastructure,
qualified staff and specialized institutions for these children. In addition
the Conmittee is particularly concerned at the |lack of a governnental policy
and programmes for children with disabilities and at the | ack of governmenta
monitoring of private institutions for these children. 1In light of the
Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/ 96) and of the Committee's
recommendati ons adopted on its day of general discussion on “Children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69), the Committee recommends that the State party
develop early identification programres to prevent disabilities, inplenent
alternative nmeasures to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, envisage awareness-rai sing canpaigns to reduce discrimnation
agai nst them establish special education programes and centres as needed and
encourage their inclusion in the educational systemand in society, and
establish adequate monitoring of private institutions for children with
disabilities. The Committee further recomends to the State party to seek
techni cal cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and
for children with disabilities. Furthernore, the Commttee encourages the
State party to continue working in partnership with specialized

non- governnental organi zations in this field.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

124. In light of its recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, paras. 30-31) on
the educational system the Commttee takes note of the foll ow up nmeasures
undertaken by the State party in this field and notes with appreciation the
pl ans for the establishment of the Honduran Programme of Conmunity Educati on
(PROHECO), which ains at inproving children's access to education.
Neverthel ess, the Comrmttee remains concerned about the |ow enrol ment rates,
especially in rural and renote areas, high drop-out rates fromprimry and
secondary schools, and the lack of attention to the special needs of working
children and children with disabilities. The Committee recomrends that the
State party continue with its efforts in the field of education by
strengthening its educational policies and systemin order to reduce regi ona
disparities in access to education and to establish retention progranmes and
vocational training for drop-outs. The Committee encourages the State party
to consider technical assistance in this area, inter alia, from UNESCO

8. Special protection neasures

125. The Committee regrets the lack of followup to the Conmittee's
recommendati on (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 34) regarding the need to introduce

| egislation for the protection of the rights of refugees. The Conmittee
reiterates its reconmendation to the State party to undertake the necessary
measures to introduce legislation for the protection of the rights of refugee
children, inline with the relevant international standards.

126. The Committee renmmi ns concerned about the living conditions of children
bel ongi ng to indigenous (e.g. Lencas, Chortis, Mskitos, etc.) and ethnic
groups (e.g. Garifunas), especially with regard to the full enjoyment of al
the rights enshrined in the Convention. 1In light of articles 2 and 30 of the
Convention, the Comrittee reconmends to the State party to take all necessary
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measures to protect children bel onging to indigenous and ethnic groups agai nst
discrimnation and to guarantee their enjoynent of all the rights recognized
in the Convention.

127. Wiile wel coming the neasures taken for the eradication of child | abour
inline with the Conmttee's recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 35),
the Committee is still concerned that econom c exploitation remains one of the
maj or problens affecting children in the State party. The Conmittee renains
concerned at the insufficient |aw enforcenent and the |ack of adequate

noni toring nmechani snms to address this situation. 1In light of, inter alia,
articles 3 and 32 of the Convention, the Conmttee recommends that the State
party continue working in cooperation with ILOIPEC for the establishment and
i mpl enentati on of a national plan for the elimnation of child |abour and
undertake all the actions envisaged within the menorandum of understandi ng
with ILOIPEC. The situation of children involved in hazardous | abour
especially in the informal sector where the majority of working children are
found, deserves special attention. Furthernore, the Committee reconmends that
child labour | aws should be enforced, the |abour inspectorates strengthened
and penalties inposed in cases of violation. The Conmmittee encourages the
State party to continue enforcing | abour |egislation prohibiting the work of
children in the nmaquila industry.

128. The Committee al so expresses its concern about the situation of

chil dren, who, because of serious situations of extrene poverty as well as of
situations of abandonment or violence within the family, are forced to live in
and/or work on the streets and are therefore vulnerable to different forns of
expl oi tati on and abuse, including sale, trafficking and abduction. The rising
nunmber of youth gangs (known in Honduras as nmaras) is also an area of concern
In this regard, while the Cormittee takes note of the State party's plans to

i npl enment a specific strategy to address the issue of street children, it
recommends to the State party to continue working in cooperation with

non- governmental organi zations in this area and to adopt appropriate
programes and policies for the protection and rehabilitation of these
children and the prevention of this phenonmenon. Special attention in the form
of preventive and rehabilitation nmeasures should be given to the rising nunber
of youth gangs.

129. Wiile the Conmittee takes note of the refornms to the Penal Code and of
the training given to the nunicipal children's defenders to prevent and conbat
sexual abuse and exploitation of children, it expresses concern at the absence
of data and of a comprehensive study on the issue of sexual comrercia
exploitation of children as well as the lack of a national plan of action to
tackle this issue. 1In light of article 34 and other related articles of the
Convention, the Comrittee reconmends that the State party undertake studies
with a view to designing and inplenmenting appropriate policies and neasures,

i ncluding care and rehabilitation, to prevent and combat this phenonenon. The
Committee recomrends to the State party to take into account the
recomendati ons fornulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the Wrld
Congress Agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children held in Stockholm
in 1996.

130. Wth regard to the administration of juvenile justice, the Commttee
wel comes the State party's follow up measures to the Comrittee's
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recommendati ons (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 32), inter alia the increase in the
nunber of juvenile courts; the fact that children are not detained in the sane
prisons as adults and that special centres for children have been created; and
the establishment of alternative neasures to the deprivation of |iberty.
Neverthel ess, the Commttee remains concerned, inter alia, that deprivation of
liberty is not used systematically as a neasure of last resort; that due
process is not fully respected; and that there is | ack of adequate training
for the police on the application of the Convention and other rel evant

i nternational standards. The Committee reconmends that the State party

envi sage undertaking further measures to ensure the full conpatibility of the
juvenile justice systemw th the Convention, especially articles 37, 40

and 39, and other relevant United Nations standards in this field. Particular
attention should be paid to ensuring the i nmprovenent of the conditions of
children living in special institutions, that violence is not used by |aw
enforcenent officials, that deprivation of liberty is only used as a neasure
of last resort, that due process needs to be respected in all cases, and that
alternative nmeasures to deprivation of |iberty need to be strengthened.
Trai ni ng programes on the relevant international standards should be
conducted for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice system In
this regard, the Commttee further suggests that the State party consider
seeking technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the

United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Centre for

International Crime Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice
and UNI CEF, through the Coordination Panel on Juvenile Justice.

131. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the second periodic report and witten replies
submtted by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the Coormittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and

awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

4. Concluding observations of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child: Benin

132. The Committee considered the initial report of Benin (CRC/ C/ 33/ Add. 52)
at its 543rd to 545th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 543-545), held on 26 and
27 May 1999, and adopted* the followi ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt roduction

133. The Committee wel comes the subm ssion of the State party's initia
report which followed the established guidelines and included substantive
statistical information on the situation of children. The Conmittee also
takes note of the witten replies to its Ilist of issues (CRC/C/ QBEN1). The
Committee is encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dial ogue it had
with the State party and wel conmes the positive reactions to the suggestions

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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and recommendati ons made during the discussion. The Conmittee acknow edges
that the presence of a high-ranking delegation directly involved in the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention allowed for a fuller assessnent of the
situation of the rights of children in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

134. The Committee notes the efforts undertaken by the State party to ensure
that the principles and provisions of the Convention are wi dely known. In
particular, it notes the State party's recent initiative to translate the
Convention into seven |ocal |anguages and to work in cooperation with the

| ocal media to encourage the broadcasting of programres on child rights and
the Convention, in local |anguages, throughout various regions of the country.
The Committee wel conmes the State party's use of child-friendly materials, such
as the children's magazine entitled “The Adventures of Sika”, in the pronotion
of the Convention and its principles.

135. The Committee appreciates the State party's initiatives within the
school environnment. |In this regard, it welcones the inplenentation of the new
education policy which ainms to promote and facilitate increased schoo
attendance of girls; enhance the quality of basic education by inproving the

| evel of teacher training and providing a nore positive |earning environnment;
and increase the overall access to basic education. The Conmittee notes the

i ntroduction of popularization programmes in the State party's

si x subprefectures to pronote and encourage respect for children's rights as
part of both the formal and informal educational systemin the context of the
Educati on and Comunity Project support by UNI CEF

136. The Committee notes the efforts by the State party in the area of child
| abour and economic exploitation and in particular the 1994 study which led to
the inmpl ementation of a programme of action ainmed at preventing children from
entering the | abour market; inproving the conditions of work of children as a
first step towards the elimnation of child |abour; abolishing child |abour in
hazardous activities; and raising awareness of children, parents, enployers
and the public at |arge of the dangers of early work for children. In this
regard, the Cormittee wel comes the State party's 1996 cooperati on agreenent
with the International Labour Ofice (ILO for the inplenmentation of the

I nternational Programme for the Elimnation of Child Labour (I1PEC)

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

137. The Committee acknow edges that the econom c and social difficulties
facing the State party have had a negative inpact on the situation of children
and have inpeded the full inplenentation of the Convention. |In particular, it
notes the inpact of the structural adjustnment programe and the increasing

| evel of unenpl oynent and poverty. The Conmittee further notes that the
limted availability of skilled human resources al so adversely affects the
full inplementation of the Convention.
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D. Subjects of concern and the Committee's recomendati ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

138. The Committee notes the recent efforts of the State party to draft a
Personal and Fanmily Code that takes into account the situation of children.
In this regard, the Commttee further notes the State party's proposal to
undertake a review of all legislation relating to children's rights with a
view to drawi ng up a conprehensive children's code along the lines of the
draft Personal and Famly Code. The Comrittee renmains concerned, however,
that domestic legislation, and in particular the Dahonmey Code of Custonmary
Law, still does not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the
Convention. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to take all necessary
measures to ensure the early enactnent of the draft Personal and Famly Code.
The Committee reconmends that the State party inplement its proposal to
undertake a review of its donestic legislation to ensure full conformty with
the principles and provisions of the Convention and facilitate the enactnent
of a conprehensive children's code. 1In this regard, the Commttee further
recommends that the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia,
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF

139. The Committee notes the establishnent of the Benin Committee for Human
Ri ghts which is open to receiving and handling conplaints fromchildren, but
regrets that insufficient efforts have been nade to facilitate the
participation of children, traditionally discouraged from maki ng conpl aints.
The Conmittee further notes the establishment of the National Monitoring
Conmittee on the Inplenentation of International Human Rights Instruments
(1996), but regrets that its broad nmandate does not adequately allow for the
specific monitoring of children's rights. The Committee is concerned that the
State party has not yet established a national institution to deal with the
coordi nati on and inpl enentati on of the Convention and that these activities
continue to be di spersed between several different agencies with mniml human
and financial resources. The Committee urges the State party to ensure that
exi sting nonitoring nechanisns incorporate a child-rights focus.

Additionally, the Cormittee recomrends that the State party enpower an

exi sting national institution or establish a new one to coordi nate and

i mpl ement the Convention, including at the community | evel.

140. The Committee is concerned that the current data collection nmechanismis
insufficient to afford the systemati c and conprehensi ve col |l ection of

di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data for all areas covered by the
Convention in relation to all groups of children in order to nonitor and

eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of policies adopted with
respect to children. The Committee reconmends that the system of data
collection be reviewed with a view to incorporating all the areas covered by
the Convention. Such a system should cover all children up to the age of

18 years, with specific enphasis on those who are particularly vul nerabl e,
including children with disabilities, girls, in particular girls who have run
away fromtheir guardi ans, known as “Vidonegons”, children living in renote
rural areas, children living in poverty, children Iiving and/or working on the
street, refugee and asylum seeking children, children in the juvenile justice
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system children of single-parent famlies, children born out of wedl ock,
children born of incestuous relations, sexually abused children and
institutionalized children. Technical cooperation in this area from
inter alia, UNICEF is encouraged.

141. Wiile noting the State party's recent introduction of a specia

tel ephone hotline for children to deal with conplaints of violations of their
rights and to provide remedies for such violations, the Commttee is concerned
that efforts have not been nmade to include social workers and NGGs in the
project and to ensure adequate training for all officers currently assigned to
field calls. The Committee recomrends that efforts be made to introduce an
awar eness-rai sing canpaign to facilitate the effective use of the hotline and
to ensure accessibility to all children throughout the State party. The
Committee further reconmends that the State party take the necessary neasures
to provide adequate training for all personnel assigned to work with the
hotli ne services.

142. The Committee notes the inmpact of econom c policies and the structura

adj ust rent programe whi ch has had adverse effects on social investment. The
Committee remains concerned that in light of article 4 of the Convention, not
enough attention has been paid in allocating budgetary resources in favour of

children “to the maxi mum extent of (...) available resources”. In light of
articles 2, 3 and 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee encourages the State
party to pay particular attention to the full inplenentation of article 4 of

the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure inplenentation
of the econom c, social and cultural rights of children, to the maxi num extent
of avail able resources and, where needed, within the framework of

i nternati onal cooperation

143. Wiile recognizing the efforts of the State party to pronote awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Committee remains
concerned that professional groups, children, parents, and the public at

| arge, are generally not sufficiently aware of the Convention and the

ri ghts-based approach enshrined therein. The Committee reconmends that
greater effort be made to ensure that the provisions of the Convention are

wi dely known and understood by adults and children alike, residing in both
rural and urban areas. In this regard, it encourages the State party to
continue its efforts to nake the Convention available in all |ocal |anguages.
The Committee further recommends the reinforcenment of adequate and systematic
training and/or sensitization of professional groups working with and for
children, such as judges, |awyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, teachers, schoo
adm ni strators, health personnel, including psychol ogists, social workers,
officials of central or |ocal adm nistration and personnel of child-care
institutions. The Committee encourages the State party to al so seek measures
to raise the awareness of the nedia and the public at |arge of the rights of
the child. It further suggests that the State party seek to ensure that the
Convention is fully integrated into the curricula at all levels of the
educational system In this regard, the Comrittee suggests that the State
party seek technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, UNICEF and the United Nati ons Educati onal
Scientific and Cul tural Organization



CRC/ C/ 87
page 39

2. Definition of the child

144. The Committee expresses concern at the low mninmum | egal age for
marriage of girls - 15 years under the Civil Code and 14 years under the
Dahomey Code of Customary Law. The Conmittee is particularly concerned about
the disparity between the mnimum | egal ages for the marriage of boys

(18-20 years) and that of girls. The Committee regrets that the new draft
Personal and Fanmily Code still does not adequately address these concerns in
conformty with the Convention. The Committee reconmends that the State party
reviewits |legislation, especially that relating to the | egal ages for
marriage and crimnal responsibility, in order to bring it into conformty
with the provisions of the Convention.

3. General principles

145. While the Cormmittee takes note of the draft Personal and Fam |y Code, it
remai ns concerned that the State party does not appear to have fully taken
into account the provisions of the Convention, especially its genera
principles, as reflected in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opment) and 12
(respect for the views of the child), inits legislation, its admnistrative
and judicial decisions, as well as in its policies and programes rel evant to
children. It is the Cormmittee's viewthat further efforts nmust be undertaken
to ensure that the general principles of the Convention not only guide policy
di scussi on and deci sion-nmeki ng, but are also appropriately integrated in al

Il egal revisions as well as in judicial and adm nistrative decisions and in
proj ects, programes and services which have an inpact on children

146. While the Commttee notes that the principle of non-discrimnation

(art. 2) is reflected in the Constitution as well as in other donestic
legislation, it is still concerned that measures adopted to ensure that al
children are guaranteed access to education and health services and are
protected against all fornms of exploitation are insufficient. O particular
concern are certain vul nerable groups of children, including children with
disabilities, particularly nmental disabilities, girls, particularly

“Vi domegons”, children living in renote rural areas, children living in
extrene poverty, children living and/or working on the street, refugee and
asyl um seeking children, children in the juvenile justice system children
born out of wedl ock, children of incestuous relations, and institutionalized
children. The Commttee recommends to the State party to increase its efforts
to ensure inplenmentation of the principle of non-discrimnation and ful
conpliance with article 2 of the Convention, particularly as it relates to the
vul nerabl e groups.

147. VWiile the Committee notes the efforts of the State party, it remains
concerned that infanticide continues to be practised, particularly in rura
conmunities and on infants with disabilities. The Committee reconmmends that
the State party seek to fully inplenent article 6 of the Convention and take
measures, including those of a |legal nature, to prevent and di scourage
infanticide and protect infants and guarantee their right to |life, surviva
and devel opnment. In this regard, the Cormmittee further recommends the

i ntroduction of education and awar eness-rai sing programmes to change societa
attitudes.
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148. The Committee is concerned that traditional practices and attitudes
still limt the full inplementation of article 12 of the Convention. The
Committee recomrends that the State party seek to develop a systematic
approach to increasing public awareness of the participatory rights of
children and encourage respect for the views of the child w thin schools,
famlies, and the care and judicial systens.

4. Civil rights and freedons

149. The Committee notes the enactnment of donestic |egislation to guarantee
registration at birth and the proposed establishment of new | egal provisions
for the inplenmentation of civil registries, particularly in renote rura
conmunities. However, it remains concerned that many children are still not
regi stered. The |ack of awareness about registration procedures and the |ack
of adequate procedures and mechanisnms in this regard are also matters of
concern for the Committee. 1In light of articles 7 and 8 of the Convention
the Committee reconmends that all necessary neasures be taken to ensure that
birth registration is nmade accessible to all parents within the State party.
The Conmittee al so recommends that efforts be made to raise awareness anong
governnment officers, comunity |eaders and parents to ensure that all children
are registered at birth.

150. Wiile the Conmittee is aware that corporal punishnent is prohibited by
law in schools, it remains concerned that traditional societal attitudes
continue to encourage the use of such punishment within the famly, schools,
the care and juvenile justice systens and generally within society. The
Committee recomrends that the State party reinforce neasures to raise

awar eness of the negative effects of corporal punishment and ensure that
discipline in famlies, schools and all institutions is admnistered in a
manner consistent with the child' s dignity and in conformty with the
Conventi on.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

151. The Committee is concerned about the lack of policies and programes to
provi de gui dance and assi stance to parents in fulfilling their parenta
responsibilities. The Committee recommends that the State party seek to
establish policies and programes to provide gui dance and assi stance to
parents and to enhance their parental skills.

152. Wth respect to the situation of children deprived of a famly
environnent, the Comm ttee expresses its concern at the insufficient nunmber of
alternative care facilities and the lack of support for existing ones.
Concern is al so expressed about the quality of living conditions in
alternative care institutions; the inadequate nonitoring of placements; and
the limted nunber of qualified personnel in this field. The increasing

i nci dence of abandonnment is also a matter of concern for the Conmittee. The
Committee recomrends that the State party devel op additional programes to
facilitate alternative care, including foster care, provide additiona
training for social and welfare workers and establish i ndependent conpl ai nt
and nonitoring nechanisns for alternative care institutions. It is also
recommended that the State party increase its efforts in providing support,
including training for parents, to discourage the abandonnent of children
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153. The Committee notes that the State party has enacted |egislation to
regul ate domestic adoptions. While it is noted that the State party has

di scontinued intercountry adoptions, the Committee renmains concerned at the
absence of legislation, policies and institutions to regulate intercountry
adoptions. The lack of nonitoring with respect to both donestic and

i ntercountry adoptions and the w despread practice of informal adoptions are
al so matters of concern. In light of article 21 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party introduce proper nonitoring
procedures with respect to both donestic and intercountry adoptions, in order
to prevent the abuse of the practice of informal adoption and guarantee the
protection of the rights of children in this regard. Additionally, it is
recommended that the State party take all necessary measures, including |ega
and adm nistrative ones, to regulate intercountry adoptions. The Conmttee
further encourages the State party to consider the possibility of acceding to
t he Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

154. The |l ack of appropriate neasures and nmechani snms to prevent and conbat
ill-treatnment, neglect and abuse of children, including sexual abuse; the |ack
of appropriate resources (both financial and human); the |ack of adequately
trai ned personnel to prevent and conbat abuse; as well as the | ack of

awar eness and information, including statistical data on these phenonena, are
al so matters of concern. In light of article 19, the Comrittee reconmends
that the State party undertake studies on donestic violence, ill-treatment and
abuse, including sexual abuse, in order to understand the scope and nature of
these practices, and that it adopt adequate neasures and policies to
contribute to changing attitudes. It also reconmends that cases of donestic
violence and ill-treatnment and abuse of children, including sexual abuse
within the famly, be properly investigated within a child-friendly judicia
procedure and that sanctions applied to perpetrators, with due regard given to
protecting the right to privacy of the child. Measures should also be taken
to ensure the provision of support services to children in |egal proceedings,

t he physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the
victinms of rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation, in
accordance with article 39 of the Convention, and the prevention of
crimnalization and stignmatization of victims. The Conmittee recomends that
the State party seek technical assistance from inter alia, UN CEF

6. Basic health and welfare

155. While noting the State party's recent initiative to increase its
budgetary all ocation for the expansion of its vaccination programe, the
Conmittee remains concerned that the overall allocation to health has
systematically decreased within recent years. The Committee notes with
concern the health situation of children within the State party and in
particular the limted access to basic health care for children, high
maternal, child and infant nortality rates, relatively short period of
breast f eedi ng, poor weaning practices, high rate of malnutrition, poor
sanitation and linmted access to safe drinking water, especially in rura
comunities. The Committee reconmmends that the State party allocate
appropriate resources and devel op conprehensive policies and programmes to

i nprove the health situation of children; facilitate greater access to primary
heal th services; reduce the incidence of maternal, child and infant nortality,;
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i nprove breastfeeding practices; prevent and conbat mal nutrition, especially

i n vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups of children, and increase access to
safe drinking water and sanitation. Additionally, the Comm ttee encourages
the State party to consider technical assistance for the Integrated Managenent
of Childhood Il nesses and ot her neasures for child health inprovenent from
inter alia, UNICEF and the World Health Organization

156. The Committee expresses its concern regarding the limted availability
of programes and services and the |ack of adequate data in the area of

adol escent health, including accidents, suicide, violence and abortion. The
Conmittee is particularly concerned with the high and increasing incidence of
t eenage pregnancy and HI V/ AIDS and sexually transmtted di seases (STDs). The
Committee notes with concern that the 1920 | aw continues to prohibit the use
of contraceptives, including for health purposes, and to inpede the ful

i mpl enentation of famly planning programes, including the safe notherhood
initiative. The Conmittee recommends that the State party increase its
efforts in pronoting adol escent health policies, particularly with respect to
accidents, suicide and violence, and in strengthening reproductive health
education and counselling services. |In this regard, the Conmttee also
recomends the inclusion of nen in all training programmes on reproductive
health. The Conmittee further suggests that a conprehensive and

mul ti-disciplinary study be undertaken to understand the scope of adol escent
heal th probl ens, including the negative inpact of early pregnancy as well as
the special situation of children infected with, affected by or vulnerable to
H V/ AIDS and STDs. Additionally, it is recommended that the State party
undertake further neasures, including the allocation of adequate human and
financi al resources, to devel op youth-friendly counselling, care and
rehabilitation facilities for adol escents that would be assessable, w thout
parental consent, where in the best interests of the child. The Commttee
recomends that the State party repeal the 1920 | aw concerning fanm |y planning
and the use of contraceptives.

157. The Committee notes with concern the limted efforts of the State party
to introduce adequate neasures to eradicate the practice of female genita
mutilation (FGW and other harnful traditional practices affecting the health
of girls, including early and forced marriages. The Committee reconmends that
the State party strengthen its efforts to conbat and eradi cate the persistent
practice of FGM and other traditional practices harnful to the health of
girls. In this regard, the Conmittee further urges the State party to carry
out sensitization programres for practitioners and the general public to
change traditional attitudes and di scourage harnful practices.

158. The Committee expresses its concern at the absence of |egal protection
and the |l ack of adequate programes, facilities and services for children with
disabilities, particularly nmental disabilities. 1In the light of the Standard
Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities
(CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/96) and the Conmittee' s recommendati ons
adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with
disabilities” (CRC/C/69), it is recommended that the State party develop early
identification progranmes to prevent disabilities, increase its efforts to

i npl enment alternatives to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, establish special education programes for children with
disabilities and further encourage their inclusion in society. The Conmttee
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further reconmends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the
trai ning of professional staff working with and for children with
disabilities. International cooperation from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO can
be sought to this effect.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

159. The Comrmittee notes the recent initiatives of the State party to inprove
the situation of education and in particular to increase school attendance of
girls by elimnating the paynent of fees for them However, the Conmittee
remai ns concerned that girls are still denied access to education and that
sonme school administrators continue to resist the new educational policy,
asserting that the nonpaynment of school fees for girls inpacts negatively on
school budgets. 1In this connection, the Conmttee is also concerned that sone
children, including those Iliving in poverty and in renote rural comunities,
still do not have access to education. Wth respect to the general situation
of education, the Conmittee notes with concern the extent of overcrowding;
hi gh dropout, illiteracy and repetition rates; |lack of basic training

mat eri al s; poorly maintained infrastructure and equi pnent; shortages of

t ext books and other materials; and the limted nunber of trained teachers.

The State party is encouraged to continue its efforts to pronote the schoo
attendance of girls and to introduce neasures to limt the inpact of its
policy concerning the nonpaynent of fees for girls on school budgets. The
Committee recomrends that all appropriate nmeasures be taken to inprove the
quality of education and to provide access for all children within the State
party. In this connection, it is reconmended that the State party seek to
strengthen its educational system through cl oser cooperation with UN CEF and
UNESCO. The State party is further urged to inplenment additional measures to
encourage children to stay in school, at |east during the period of conpul sory
educati on.

8. Special protection neasures

160. While recognizing the State party's openness to hosting refugees from
nei ghbouring States, the Commttee remains concerned at the |ack of adequate

| egal provisions, policies and programes to guarantee and protect the rights
of refugee, asylum seeking and unacconpanied children. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party develop a |l egislative franework for the
protection of refugee, asylum seeking and unacconpani ed children and i npl enent
policies and progranmes to guarantee their adequate access to health,
education and social services.

161. While the Cormittee notes the initiatives by the State party in the area
of child I abour and econom c exploitation and in particular the recent study
and followup activities undertaken in this regard, it remains concerned at
the situation of “Vidonegons”, children enployed in the agricultural sector
and children engaged as apprentices in the informal sector. The Conmittee
encourages the State party to inprove its monitoring nechanisnms to ensure the
enforcenent of |abour |aws and protect children from econom c exploitation
especially those engaged as donestic workers, agricultural |abourers and
apprentices. The Committee al so suggests that the State party consider

rati fying ILO Convention No. 138 concerning M ninmm Age for Admi ssion to

Enpl oyment .
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162. The Committee is particularly concerned at the high and increasing

i nci dence of drug and substance abuse anong the youth; the | ack of |ega
provisions in relation to narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances; and the
limted psycho-social and nedi cal progranmes and services available in this
regard. In light of article 33 of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends
that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including |egislative,
adm ni strative, psycho-social and educational measures, to protect children

fromthe illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances and to
prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such
substances. In this context, it is further recomrended that programes be

i ntroduced within the school environnent to educate children about the harnfu
effects of narcotic drugs and psychotropi c substances. The Comrittee al so
encourages the State party to support rehabilitation programmes dealing with
child victinms of drug and substance abuse. In this regard, the Conmittee
encourages the State party to consider seeking technical assistance from
inter alia, UNICEF, WHO and the United Nations International Narcotics Contro
Boar d.

163. The absence of adequate information, including disaggregated statistica
data, on the situation of sexual exploitation of children is a matter of
concern for the Committee. 1In the light of article 34 and other rel ated
articles of the Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party
undertake studies with a view to designing and inpl ementati ng appropriate
policies and neasures, including care and rehabilitation, to prevent and

conmbat the sexual exploitation of children. It also recommends that the State
party reinforce its legislative framework to fully protect children from al
forms and sexual abuse or exploitation, including within the famly. It is

al so recommended that the State party consider the ratification of the
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qthers of 1949.

164. While the Cormmittee notes the efforts of the State party, it remains
concerned at the increasing incidence of sale and trafficking of children
particularly girls, and the |lack of adequate |egal and other neasures to
prevent and conbat this phenomenon. |In the light of article 35 and other

rel ated articles of the Convention, the Committee recomends that the State
party review its legal framework and strengthen | aw enforcenent, and intensify
its efforts to raise awareness in conmunities, in particular in rural areas.
Cooperation with nei ghbouring countries through bilateral agreements to
prevent cross-border trafficking is strongly encouraged.

165. While the Cormittee notes that a juvenile justice system has been
established within the State party and that reforns are envisaged in this
regard, it remains concerned about:

(a) The general situation of the adm nistration of juvenile justice
and in particular its conpatibility with the Convention and ot her recognized
i nternational standards;

(b) The absence of juvenile courts in sonme regions;

(c) The situation of overcrowding in detention facilities; the holding
of minors in adult detention facilities;
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(d) The lack of reliable statistical data on the number of children in
the juvenile justice system

(e) The inadequacy of regulations to ensure that children remain in
contact with their famlies while in the juvenile justice system

(f) The insufficiency of facilities and programres for the physica
and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of juveniles.

The Conmittee recommends that the State party:

(a) Take additional steps to reformthe systemof juvenile justice in
the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of
ot her United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations
Standard M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile
Del i nquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty;

(b) Consider deprivation of liberty only as a neasure of |ast resort
and for the shortest possible period of time, protect the rights of children
deprived of their liberty, and ensure that children remain in contact with
their famlies while in the juvenile justice system

(c) Introduce training programres on relevant international standards
for all professionals involved with the systemof juvenile justice;

(d) Pursue its proposal to request technical assistance in the area of
juvenile justice and police training from inter alia, the Ofice of the Hi gh
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
the International Network on Juvenile Justice and UNI CEF, through the
Coordi nati on Panel on Technical Advice in Juvenile Justice.

166. Finally, the Committee recommends that, in light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the general public, including NGGCs.

5. Concluding Observations of the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Chad

167. The Committee considered the initial report of Chad (CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 50)
at its 546th to 548th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 546-548), held on 24
and 25 May 1999 and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons.

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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A. | nt roduction

168. The Committee expresses its appreciation for the subm ssion of the
report, while noting that the report did not always follow strictly the

gui del i nes established by the Coormittee. The Comittee al so takes note of the
written answers to the list of issues (CRC/C/Q CHAD. 1), while regretting their
| ate submi ssion, and of the additional information provided to it during the
course of the dial ogue, which enabled it to assess the situation of the rights
of the child in the State party. The Comm ttee wel cones the constructive and
cooperative dialogue with the State party's delegation, as well as its
frankness and self-critical approach

B. Positive aspects

169. The Committee wel comes the inprovenment in the human rights situation
that has resulted fromthe end of civil conflict and the achi evenent of a
political settlement. It welcomes in particular the neasures undertaken by
the State party to inprove the inplenentation of the Convention since the
initial report was prepared in 1996. It notes current efforts to draft

| egislation that will inprove the protection of children fromall forms of
abuse and appreciates the attenpts made by the State party to involve
customary and religious |eaders in the inplementation of the rights of the
child. The Comrittee al so wel comes the fact that Chad has recently noved to
ratify the African Charter on the Rights and Wl fare of the Child.

170. The Committee wel conmes the establishnent in 1998 of a Parlianment for
Children that may contribute to the State party's efforts to address

wi despread resistance to the consideration of the views of the child, due to
traditional custonms and attitudes.

171. The Committee wel comes the preparation by the Mnistry of Social Action
and the Fam |y of a National Programre for Persons with Disabilities, the
decision to exenpt children with disabilities fromall educational fees, and
the efforts of the State party to cooperate with NGOs in this field.

172. The Committee appreci ates the establishment of a technical unit within
the Mnistry of education to encourage schooling for girls.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

173. The Committee is aware of the difficulties encountered by the State
party, noting that the State party is anong the | east devel oped countries of
the world, and that the deval uation of the CFA franc and the inplenentation of
structural adjustnment programmes affect the inplementation of the Convention
The | ack of access to the sea, as well as environnmental degradation, and the
difficulties involved in dealing with a large territory which includes
sparsely popul ated areas pose additional problens.

174. The Committee notes that certain traditional practices and custons,
prevailing particularly in rural areas, hanper the effective inplenentation of
the Convention, especially with regard to girls.
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175. The Committee notes that the |egacy of violence |left by decades of civi
war in the State party creates additional obstacles for the ful
i mpl enentati on of the Convention

D. Principal subjects of concern and Conmittee recommendations

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

176. Wiile the Cormittee notes the efforts of the State party to review

| egi sl ation, including the recent adoption of several |aws dealing with
different aspects of juvenile justice and the drafting of legislation to
protect children against different forns of abuse, it remains concerned that
ot her domestic |egislation does not fully reflect the principles and

provi sions of the Convention. The Committee is also concerned that the
current and proposed | egislation covering children's rights is fragnmented in
different laws. The Committee recomrends that a thorough review of all

exi sting | egislation be conducted to bring it into line with the provisions of
the Convention and suggests that the State party consider enacting a
conprehensive children's code, as recommended by the 1993 Soverei gn Nationa
Conf er ence.

177. The Committee takes note of the close collaboration between the
Department for Children of the Mnistry for Social and Fam |y Affairs and the
Child Protection Department of the Mnistry of Justice. 1t also notes the

exi stence of the National Conmittee for the Coordination and | nplenentation of
the Objectives of the National Progranme of Action for Chadian Children
(PRONAFET). The Conmittee remai ns concerned about the |ack of effective
coordi nation of the inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child. It notes with concern the [ack of an effective nechanismto ensure
systematic i nplenmentation of the Convention and the nonitoring of progress
achieved. The Commttee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to strengthen coordination of the inplenmentation of the Convention by
a governnmental mechanismw th adequate powers, functions and resources.

Coordi nati on must take account of the need to give due regard to the

i ntegrated approach of the Convention. The Committee encourages the State
party to i mprove or expand an existing mechani smor establish an i ndependent
one to nonitor inplenentation, and to identify within the existing framework a
focal point to deal with child conplaints of violations and ensure that
violations of child rights are duly addressed.

178. Concern is expressed at the |lack of a systematic, conprehensive and

di saggregated quantitative and qualitative data-collection nechanismfor al
areas covered by the Convention, especially the nost sensitive, such as child
abuse or ill-treatment, but also in relation to all vul nerable groups of
children, especially girls, children with disabilities, children living in
rural areas, children living in poverty and refugee children. The Commttee
recommends that the State party undertake efforts to devel op a conprehensive
system of collecting disaggregated data, in order to gather all necessary
informati on on the situation of all children under 18 years of age in the
various areas covered by the Convention, including children belonging to

vul nerabl e groups. Technical cooperation in this area from inter alia,

UNI CEF, is encouraged.
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179. Wth regard to article 4 of the Convention, the Cormttee is concerned
that the financial and human resources available for the inplementation of al
the rights recognized by the Convention are insufficient to ensure adequate
progress in inproving the situation of children in the State party. The
Committee encourages the State party to pay particular attention to the ful

i mpl enentation of article 4 of the Convention. Budget allocation for the

i mpl enentati on of econom c, social and cultural rights should be ensured to
t he maxi mum extent of avail abl e resources.

180. While recognizing the efforts of the State party to di ssem nate the
Convention, the Comrittee is of the opinion that the neasures adopted to
pronote w despread awareness of the principles and provisions of the
Convention anmong both adults and children need to be strengthened. Wl com ng
the efforts of the State party to carry out sensitization progranmes on the
Convention for traditional chiefs and religious |eaders, the Commttee
considers that training progranmes for professional groups working with and
for children need to be further devel oped. The Committee reconmends that the
State party reinforces its efforts to make the provisions and principles of
the Convention wi dely known and understood by adults and children alike, and
to change those attitudes that pose difficulties for the inplenentation of the
Convention. It also encourages the State party to continue its efforts to
sensitize the conmunity, especially parents, and to sensitize and train
traditional and religious |eaders, as well as all professional groups working
with and for children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent and arny
officials, civil servants, personnel working in institutions and places of
detention for children, teachers, health personnel, psychol ogi sts and socia
wor ker s.

2. Definition of the child

181. Wiile noting the preparation by the State party of |egislation that
woul d set the legal age for marriage at 18 for both boys and girls, the
Conmittee expresses its concern about the different mninmumlegal ages for
marri age under existing legislation for boys (18) and girls (14), and about
the |l ower age for girls which appears to be commn for traditional customary
law marri ages. The Committee encourages the State party in its comitnent to
har moni ze the mnimum | egal ages for marriage, increasing the mninmm age for
girls. It recommends that the State party undertake aware-rai sing campaigns
on the negative effects of early marriage.

3. General principles

182. Wth regard to the inplenentation of the general principles of the
Convention, and in particular article 2, insufficient neasures have been
adopted to ensure that full enjoynment by all children of the rights recognized
in the Convention. The Comrittee is extrenely concerned at the situation of
girls, in particular in relation to access to education and to protection from
harnful traditional practices, sexual abuse, forced marriages, early marriage
and early pregnancy. The Conmittee recommends that a nore active approach be
taken to elimnate discrimnnation against vul nerable groups of children
especially girls.

183. While recognizing the efforts of the State party, including the
establishment in 1998 of a children's parliament, the Comrittee is stil
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concerned that the participatory rights of children, as enshrined in the
Convention, are not yet taken into account by the society at large. The
Committee is particularly concerned that the inplenmentation of article 12 of
the Convention regarding the need to give due weight to the views of the child
in accordance with the age and maturity of the child is excessively
constrai ned by subjective interpretati on under existing |legislation. The
Committee recomrends that the State party develop further a systematic
approach to increasing, including through the media, public awareness in order
to make these rights and their inplications fully understood by the popul ation
at large. |In addition, the Conmttee recommends that, in the requested review
of existing |legislation, reconsider, w thout neglecting the need for specia
support, the right of children under 18 to give evidence in court w thout
bei ng accompani ed by their parents or guardi ans.

4. Civil rights and freedons

184. Wil e acknowl edging the difficulties posed by the high rate of
illiteracy, the Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient measures
undertaken by the State party in the area of birth registration and at the

| ack of inplenentation of |egislative neasures requiring parents to register
children at birth, especially in rural areas and in particular anong nomadic
groups. In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the Comm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all avail able nmeasures to ensure registration of the
birth of all children. The Commttee encourages the State party to ensure
that birth registration procedures are nade wi dely known and suggests t hat
consi deration be given to the establishment of nobile registration units, or
ot her innovative approaches, to facilitate birth registration in renote rura
areas and for nonadi c groups.

185. The Committee is generally concerned that inadequate attention has been
given to the pronotion of civil rights and freedons of the child, as provided
for in articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention. The Comrittee is also
concerned about respect of the child' s right to privacy (art. 16), including
at school, and about the right of children to be protected from harnfu
informati on and material, in accordance with article 17 of the Convention
Information before the Commttee indicates that traditional social attitudes
regarding the role of children appear to make it difficult to accept children
fully as subjects of rights. The Committee urges the State party to redoubl e
its efforts to protect children fromharnful information and material and to
educate and sensitize parlianentarians and governnent officials, professiona
groups, parents and children on the inportance of accepting fully the concept
of child rights, and recommends that | egislative neasures be envisaged to
guarantee the enjoyment of civil rights and freedons for every child.

186. The Committee is concerned about inadequate enforcenent of existing

| egislation to ensure that children are treated with humanity and respect for
the inherent dignity of the human person. The Committee reconmends that the
State party give pronpt consideration to the possibility of ratifying the
Convention agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shment and to review its policies and legislation to provide for ful

i mpl enentati on of the provisions of articles 37 (a) and 39 of the Convention
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5. Famly environnent and alternative care

187. Wth regard to the situation of children deprived of a famly
environnent, the Comm ttee expresses its concern at the insufficient nunber of
alternative care centres and the |l ack of support and supervision of the

exi sting ones established by non-governmental organizations. The Commttee is
al so concerned about the conditions of children living in informal types of

pl acenent (intra-famly “adoption”), whose situation is not periodically
reviewed in accordance with article 25 of the Convention. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures to establish
alternative care centres for children deprived of a famly environnent and to
set up monitoring for public and private care institutions. |In the |ight of
article 25 of the Convention, the Commttee further suggests that the State
party undertake a study to review the conditions of children living in an

i nformal type of placenent.

188. The Committee takes note of the imm nent ratification of the Hague
Convention of 1993 on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of

I ntercountry Adoption, but remains concerned about the wi despread traditiona
customary practice of “intra-famly” adoption. The Comrittee encourages the
State party to strengthen its | egal provisions regarding domestic adoption

189. While noting that legislation is being drafted to protect children from
all fornms of abuse, including forced marriage and incest, the Conmttee
expresses its concern at the insufficient awareness and | ack of information on
ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse, both w thin and outside the
fam |y, especially in schools and other institutions. It is also concerned at
the insufficient |legal protection measures, resources and trai ned personnel to
prevent and combat such abuse. The |ack of rehabilitati on neasures for the
physi cal and psychol ogi cal recovery of abused children is also a matter of

concern. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures, including
adoption of the proposed legislation, to prevent and conmbat ill-treatnment of

children, including donestic violence and sexual abuse. Law enforcenent
shoul d be strengthened with respect to such crinmes; adequate procedures and
mechani sms to deal with conplaints of child abuse shoul d be devel oped, such as
speci al rules of evidence and special investigators or community focal points.

190. The Committee is concerned about the use of corporal punishment in

fam lies, schools and other institutions. It is concerned about existing

| egi slation that allows the use of corporal punishment in famlies and
correctional facilities, and particularly concerned about its continued use in
some religious schools in spite of |egislation banning corporal punishment in
schools. The Conmittee encourages the State party to reviewits policies and
| egislation in order to elimnate corporal punishnment as a nethod of

di scipline, and to inprove enforcement of the |egislation banning corpora

puni shment in schools. It recommends that the State party conduct

awar eness-rai sing canpaigns to ensure that alternative forns of discipline are
adm ni stered in a manner consistent with the child' s human dignity and in
conformty with the Convention. Finally, the Commttee encourages the State
party to seek international assistance and advice to overcone traditiona
social and religious attitudes regardi ng corporal punishnent.
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6. Basic health and welfare

191. In relation to the situation of children with disabilities, the
Conmittee expresses its concern at the limted infrastructure, qualified staff
and specialized institutions, while welcom ng the efforts of the State party
to increase services to children with disabilities. The Conmittee is also
concerned about the |ack of legislation protecting children with disabilities
agai nst discrimnation, and about the difficulties encountered in addressing
t he special needs of children with nental disabilities. The Committee
recommends that the State party increase its efforts to give adequate
attention to the special needs of children with nmental and physica

di sabilities, and to encourage the inclusion of disabled children in society.
The Committee further recommends that the State party seek technica
cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for
children with disabilities.

192. While the Commttee notes with appreciation the State party's efforts to
conmbat infant and child nortality and the inportant role played by

i nternational technical assistance in this regard, it is still concerned about
t he preval ence of malnutrition, as well as the limted access to health
services. The persistence of health problens related to insufficient access
to safe water and sanitation are also a matter of concern. The Commttee
suggests that the State party increase its efforts, with conti nued support
frominternational assistance, to make basic health care, safe water and

sani tation accessible to all children. |In particular, concerted efforts are
needed to conmbat mal nutrition and to ensure the inplenmentation of the recently
adopted national plan of action for nutrition.

193. While the Cormmttee acknow edges the State party's efforts to conbat and
prevent the transm ssion of H V/AIDS, it expresses its deep concern at the
spread of the epidemic and its direct and indirect effects on children. The
Committee encourages the State party to refer to the Conmittee's
recommendati ons fornul ated during the day of general discussion on children
living in a world with HV/AIDS (see CRC/ C/ 80, para. 243) and to seek

i nternati onal cooperation from UNI CEF, WHO and UNAIDS to set up programres
relating to the incidence and treatnment of children infected with or affected
by HI V/ Al DS.

194. While welconming the State party's efforts to adopt neasures, both |ega
and educational, to eradicate the practice of female genital mutilation and
other harnful traditional practices affecting the health of children, the
Conmittee remains concerned at the difficulties encountered in elimnating
such practices. The Comrittee encourages the State party to adopt the
proposed | egi slation and strengthen its neasures to combat and eradicate the
persistent practice of female genital nutilation and other traditiona
practices harnful to the health of the child. 1t encourages the State party
to continue carrying out awareness-raising canpai gns and sensitization
programmes for traditional and religious |eaders and for practitioners of
femal e genital nutilation.

195. The Committee acknow edges the State party's efforts in the area of
adol escent health, but it remains concerned at the high rate of early
pregnancy and the |ack of access by teenagers to reproductive health education
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and services, and to energency care. It is also concerned at the imnpact that
punitive | egislation regarding abortion can have on maternal nortality rates
for adol escent girls. The Committee suggests that a conprehensive and

mul ti-disciplinary study be undertaken to understand the scope of adol escent
heal th probl ens, including the negative inpact of early pregnancy and ill ega
abortion. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to reviewits practices
under the existing |egislation authorizing abortions for therapeutic reasons,
with a viewto preventing illegal abortions and inproving protection of the
mental and physical health of girls. The Conmttee al so encourages the State
party to seek continuing assistance from inter alia, UNICEF and WHO t o
pronot e adol escent heal th policies and programres, including by strengthening
reproductive health education and counselling services.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

196. The Committee wel comes the commtnment of the State party to education
and the active support received frominternational technical assistance in
this area. The Conmittee remains concerned at the very high illiteracy rates,
the low enrolnment rate and |imted access to education, especially in rura
areas. Concern is also expressed at the shortage of trained teachers,

i nsufficient school infrastructure and equi pnent, and gender disparities in
school attendance. The Committee recomends that the State party undertake
all appropriate neasures to inprove the quality of and access to education
especially for the nmost vul nerable groups of children, and to reinforce

trai ning programes for teaching personnel. Furthernore, the Conmittee
suggests that the State party increase its efforts to include the environnment,
peace education, human rights and the Convention in the school curricul um
especially within the framework of the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Educati on.

197. The Committee is concerned that famly preference for negotiated

settl enment of incidents of sexual abuse and exploitation of girls by teachers
does not provide adequate protection and may | ead to double victimzation. It
recommends the State party to review this issue to ensure that priority be
given to protection from sexual abuse and exploitation, taking fully into
account the best interests of the child (art. 3) and all of the provisions of
the Convention, and that perpetrators be appropriately sanctioned.

198. Wi le acknow edging efforts being nade to address the probl em of
students who bring weapons to school, the Cormittee is concerned at the
frequency and | evel of violence in schools, including bullying anong students.
In the light of articles 3, 19 and 28.2 of the Convention, the Conmittee
encourages the State party to increase its efforts to prevent violence in
school s and, especially, to elimnate bullying.

8. Special protection neasures

199. While the Commttee wel comes the State party's openness to hosting
refugees from bordering African States, it expresses its concern at the
limted capacity of the State party to protect and guarantee the rights of
unacconpani ed and refugee children. The Committee reconmends that the State
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party increase its efforts to provide adequate protection to refugee children
working in close cooperation with international agencies active in the field,
such as UNHCR and UNI CEF.

200. While taking note of the existing awareness and political wll regarding
the probl ens caused by the involvenent of children in arned conflict, the
Committee remains seriously concerned about the |lack of resources available to
support the rehabilitation and social reintegration of dempbilized child
soldiers. The Committee is particularly concerned about the situation of
traumati zed or permanently disabled fornmer child soldiers and their |ack of
access to conpensation or other support services. The Conmittee recomends
that the State party ensure the enforcenent of its |egislation banning the
recruitment of children under 18 years. It also encourages the redoubling of
efforts to allocate the necessary resources, if necessary with internationa
assistance, to the rehabilitation and social reintegration of former child
soldiers, and in particular to provide conpensati on and support services to
traumati zed or permanently disabled forner child sol diers.

201. The Comrittee wel comes the establishment of juvenile chanbers to dea
with offenders aged 13 to 18 in courts of first instance, and the recent
adopti on of additional |egislation on the treatnment of juveniles, including
the requirement that deprivation of liberty be used only as a neasure of | ast
resort, and guaranteeing | egal assistance. The Commttee remai hs concerned
about the conditions faced by children deprived of liberty, particularly
children detained with adults w thout adequate protection from i nhumane
treatment, and about the insufficiency of programres for the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of juveniles. The Commttee
encourages the State party to pursue its plans to build facilities to separate
juveniles fromadults and continue training judges, and recommends that the
State party take all other nmeasures needed to inplenent fully the provisions
of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, as well as other

rel evant international standards in this area, such as the Beijing Rules, the
Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty.

202. Taking note of the conpletion of an ILO study and the preparation of
anot her one, the Comm ttee expresses its concern at the | arge nunber of
children who are involved in |abour activities, including in the inform
sector, in agriculture and in the famly context, as well as at the

persi stence of forms of bonded |abour for children. The Conm ttee encourages
the State party to use the ILO studies as a framework for the devel opnent of
strategi es and programes, and to review all relevant donestic |egislation
with a viewto bringing it into conformty with the Convention and ot her

rel evant international standards. Child |abour |aws should be enforced and
penal ties inposed in cases of violation. Furthernore, the Comm ttee
recommends that the State party conplete the process of ratification of

I LO Convention No. 138 on M nimum Age for Adm ssion to Enpl oynment.

203. The Conmittee is concerned at the absence of data and of a conprehensive
study on the issue of sexual exploitation of children. 1In the light of
article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the Comm ttee
recomends that the State party undertake studies with a view to designing and
i npl ementi ng appropriate policies and neasures, including care and
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rehabilitation, to prevent and conbat the sexual exploitation of children

The Committee suggests that the State party use as a reference franework the
recommendations fornmulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the Wrld
Congress Agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockhol m
in 1996.

204. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public, along with the summary
records of the relevant nmeetings and concl udi ng observations adopted by the
Committee. Such wide distribution should generate debate and awareness of the
Convention and the state of its inplenentation, particularly within the
Governnent, the relevant mnistries, the Parlianent and non-governnenta

or gani zati ons.

6. Concluding observations of the Conmmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Ni caraqua

205. The Comrittee considered the second periodic report of N caragua
(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4) at its 549th and 550th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 549-550), held
on 31 May 1999, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

206. The Committee wel comes the tinmely subm ssion of the State party's second
periodic report, the supplementary witten informati on (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 14) and
additional information presented in the course of the dialogue. The Comittee
expresses its appreciation for the conprehensive nature of the report. The
Committee al so takes note of the witten replies to its list of issues
(CRCCQ@NC. 2) while regretting their |late submi ssion. The Conmittee is
encouraged by the constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with the State
party's del egati on and wel cones the positive reactions to the suggestions and
recomendati ons made during the discussion. The Conmm ttee acknow edges t hat
the presence of a delegation directly involved in the inplenentation of the
Convention allowed for a fuller assessnent of the situation of the rights of
children in the State party.

B. Foll ow up neasures undertaken and progress achi eved
by the State party

207. The Conmittee wel cones the constitutional reform (1995), which affords
constitutional status to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in line
with the Committee's recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 26).

208. In light of its recomendations (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 26), the
Committee wel comes the enactnent of the Code on Children and Adol escents
(1998), which constitutes a genuine process of civil society participation and
has contributed to create awareness of the Convention

* At the 557th neeting, held on 4 June 1999.
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209. In light of its reconmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 27), the
Conmi ttee wel cones the neasures taken to strengthen the nonitoring role of the
Nati onal Commi ssion for the Pronotion and Defence of the Rights of Children

as well as the adoption of an updated version of the National Plan of Action
for Children and Adol escents (1997-2001).

210. The establishment, supported by international cooperation, of specia
programes for children such as the Programre for the Integral Care of

Ni caraguan Children (PAININ), the Integrated Basic Services Programre
(PROSERBI) and the Integrated School Nutrition Programre (PINE), which are in
line with the Cormittee's recomrendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, paras. 31

and 32), are noted with appreciation. The establishnment of the progranme
“Return of Happiness”, which ainms at the psycho-social rehabilitation of

Ni caraguan children affected by hurricane Mtch, deserves a special nention

211. In view of its recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 41), the
Committee wel comes the nmeasures taken by the State party to publicize its
initial report (CRC/ C/ 3/Add.25) and the Conmittee's concludi ng observations
(CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36), as well as the conduct of nunerous workshops and public
canpai gns whi ch have generated debate and awareness of the Convention

212. Wth regard to the Cormittee's reconmendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36,

para. 30) regarding the need to establish training programres for al

prof essionals working with and for children, the Comrittee wel conmes the fact
that the National Police has incorporated the Convention into the Police
Acadeny's curriculumand that a training programe on the Convention has begun
for police officers. In this connection, the Conmttee notes with
appreciation the willingness of the State party to engage in a technica
cooperation programre with the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts for the strengthening of human rights, including children's rights,
within the | aw enforcement agencies.

213. The Comrittee notes with appreciation the establishment of the network
of Mayors' Friends and Defenders of Children and the Minicipal Conm ssions on
Chil dren which are the main pronoters of nmunicipal plans of action for the
defence of the rights of the child.

214. Wth regard to its previous recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36,

para. 31) concerning the need to adopt nmeasures to prevent and conbat gender

di scrimnation, the Commttee wel comes the enactnment of the Law agai nst
Domestic Violence (Law No. 230), the establishment of the N caraguan Institute
for Wonen and the National Comr ssion to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen and
children, and the creation of the Comm ssariat for Wonen and Children. 1In the
sanme vein, the Commttee wel comes the creation (1995) of the National Counci
for the Integral Attention of Children with Disabilities (CONAINID) as a
positive neasure for the protection and pronotion of the social integration of
children with disabilities.

215. The Committee wel comes the nunmerous initiatives regarding the

i npl enmentation of its recomrendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 40)
concerning the situation of child I abour in the State party. 1In this
connection, the Committee wel cones, inter alia, the reforms to the Labour Code
(1997), the signing of a menorandum of understanding (1996) between the State



CRC/ C/ 87
page 56

party and the International Labour Organization (ILO-International Programre
for the Eradication of Child Labour (IPEC) for inplenmenting a progranme for
the eradication of child labour as well as for the establishnent of a Nationa
Commi ssion for the Eradication of Child Labour (1997), and the adoption of a
Nati onal Pl an of Action against child | abour (1998).

216. Wth regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, the Commttee

wel conmes the State party's follow up measures to the Comrittee's
recommendati ons (CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 39), such as the enactnent of

| egislation for the creation of a specialized systemon juvenile justice (Code
on Children and Adol escents, 1998); the devel opnent of training material for

| aw enforcenent officials working with children in conflict with the |aw, the
establishnment of an inter-agency comrittee on juvenile justice; the conduct of
a study on the financial and human resources for the full inplenmentation of
the juvenile justice system the devel opnment of a project “Integrated support
for the juvenile prison population in Nicaragua”; and the separation of
children fromadults in detention centres.

217. The Committee wel comes the participation of non-governnenta

organi zations in the el aboration of the State party's second periodic report,
in the drafting of the Code on Children and Adol escents as well as in the

Nati onal Commi ssion for the Pronotion and Defence of the Rights of Children
(CNPDN) and in the el aboration of the National Policy of Conprehensive
Attention for Children. The Committee also wel cones the fact that the

i npl enmentation of the Convention in the State party has beconme a participatory
process with the active participation and support of grass-roots organizations
and the private sector.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding further progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

218. The Committee notes with deep concern the devastating effects of

hurri cane Mtch (1998), which had a negative inpact on the nost vul nerable
sectors of the population, including children, especially owing to the damge
caused in the agriculture sector and to infrastructure. Hurricane Mtch not
only left many dead, m ssing persons, homeless fanmlies and destroyed
educational and health-care facilities and services in its wake, but also
constituted a setback in the efforts of the State party to gradually make
children's rights a living reality. The Committee expresses its solidarity
with the State party in its reconstruction efforts.

219. The Comrittee notes that w despread poverty and | ong-standing

soci o-econom ¢ disparities within the State party are still affecting the nost
vul nerabl e groups, including children, and hanmper the enjoynent of the rights
of the child in the State party. This situation, the Comrittee al so notes,
has been particularly aggravated by severe econonm c constraints, due in
particular to the inplementation of structural adjustnent programes and

ext ernal debt.
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D. Principal subjects of concern and the Commttee's
recomendat i ons

1. Ceneral neasures of inplenentation

220. VWhile welcom ng the enactnment of the Code on Children and

Adol escents (1998) and noting the neasures taken and plans established for the
full inplenmentation of this Code, especially the ones contained in the
docunent entitled “Transformations and Investnment in the Human Ri ghts of
Chi |l dren and Adol escents” (1999), the Committee remai ns concerned that the
Code is not fully inmplemented. 1In this connection, the Commttee is aware
that the inplenentation of the Code entails the creation of a nunmber of
institutions and the devel opnent of social infrastructure for children, which
requires the conmtnent of a great anount of financial and professiona
resources. The Committee recomrends that the State party take all avail able
measures, including through international cooperation, to guarantee the ful

i mpl enentati on of the Code on Children and Adol escents and supports the State
party's initiatives designed to procure international cooperation in this
regard. Furthernore, the Committee encourages the State party to continue
with its process of legislative reformto ensure that all other donestic |aws
related to children are in full conformty with the principles and provisions
of the Conventi on.

221. Wth regard to the inplenentation of its reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 27) concerning the need to inprove coordi nati on anong
various governmental bodies dealing with children's issues, at both the

nati onal and |ocal levels, the Commttee takes note of the current process of
institutional transformation as a result of the enactnment of the Code on
Chi | dren and Adol escents, including the creation of the National Council for
the Attention and Integral Protection of Children as the central body in
charge of the inplenmentation of the Convention. 1In addition, the Commttee
notes w th appreciation that the Code on Children and Adol escents has

envi saged participation by non-governnmental organizations and children within
the national council to be established follow ng adoption of a secondary | aw
by the National Assenbly. Nevertheless, the Conmittee is still concerned that
the current |evels of coordination in the inplenentation of the Convention are
insufficient. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take al

avail abl e nmeasures to accelerate its current process of institutional reform
of the coordinating bodies in charge of the inplenentation of the Convention
The Committee suggests that, before the establishment of the new Nationa
Council for the Attention and Integral Protection of Children, the State party
undertake a conprehensive review of the mandates and activities of all the
governmental institutions working on children's issues in order to maximze
its financial and human resources and i nprove efficiency for the benefit of
children. Furthernore, the Conmmttee encourages the State party to continue
wor king in close cooperation with non-governnmental organizations working in
the field of children's rights. 1In this connection, the Conmttee further
recomends that the non-governnmental organizations and children to be included
in the National Council take into account and represent the interests of al
groups of children, especially the nost vul nerabl e groups.
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222. In light of its reconmendation (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 28)
concerning the need to inprove the State party's data collection system the
Conmittee takes note with satisfaction of the efforts taken in this regard.

It remains concerned about the | ack of disaggregated data on children's
rights. The Conmittee recommends that the State party continue with the
devel opnent of its data collection system with a viewto including all areas
covered by the Convention. Such a system should include all children under
18 years of age and specifically enphasize vul nerabl e groups of children as a
basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of children's rights,
and shoul d be used to design policies for better inplenentation of the

provi sions of the Convention. 1In this regard, the Comrittee encourages the
State party to seek international assistance from inter alia, UN CEF

223. Wth regard to the inplenentation of its reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 29) concerning the creation of the Ofice of the
Onbudsman for Children, the Conmittee notes with appreciation that |egislation
for the creation of the Ofice of the Human Ri ghts Orbudsman, including the
creation of a subsidiary Ofice for Children's Rights, has been enacted.
Nevertheless, it regrets the fact that the officials thensel ves have not yet
been appoi nted. The Conmmittee encourages the State party to continue with its
efforts to appoint the appropriate authorities for the Ofice of the Human

Ri ghts Orbudsman, and the O fice for Children's Rights.

224. \Vhile welcomng the neasures taken by the State party to inplenent the
Committee's recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 30) regarding the need
to make the principles and provisions of the Convention w dely known and
under st ood by the population at |large, the Commttee remains concerned at the
i nsufficiency of these neasures, especially anong indi genous groups (e.qg.

M skitos and Ramas) as well as in rural areas. The Comm ttee recomends t hat
the State party strengthen its efforts to dissem nate the principles and

provi sions of the Convention as a neasure to sensitize society about
children's rights. Special enphasis should be placed on the dissem nation of
t he Convention anong i ndi genous groups as well as in rural and renote areas.
In this regard, the Committee further reconmmends the invol venment of |oca
structures such as the Municipal Conm ssions on children and non-governnmenta
organi zations in the devel opnent of a national awareness canpaign on the
Convention. Furthernore, the Committee recomends the continuation of efforts
to publicize the Convention through nmethods that take into consideration the
speci fic needs of indigenous groups. The Comrittee encourages the State party
to consi der seeking technical assistance in this area from jinter alia,

UNI CEF.

225. Wth regard to the provision of training for professionals working with
and for children (see Conmttee's recomendati ons, CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 30),
the Conmittee wel cones the efforts undertaken in this area such as those
adopted in the framework of the PAININ programre by the Mnistry of Health, as
wel |l as the provision of training on the Convention for teachers, by the

M ni stry of Education. The Committee encourages the State party to continue
undertaki ng systematic education and training progranmes on the provisions of
the Convention for all professional groups working for and with children, such
as parlianmentarians, judges, |lawers, |aw enforcenent officials, civi

servants, rmunicipal workers, personnel working in institutions and pl aces of
detention for children, teachers, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
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and social workers. Furthernore, special attention should be paid to the
provision of training for professionals working with and for children
Techni cal assistance from, inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner
for Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF coul d be requested in this regard.

226. The Committee wel comes the fact that the State party has taken
children's rights into consideration in designing its social policies and
programes, especially in the context of its efforts to seek internationa
cooperation for reconstruction after hurricane Mtch. Nevertheless, in view
of the persistent econom c constraints, and taking into account the efforts
undert aken, especially in the area of debt reduction, to allocate substantia
financial resources for the benefit of children, the Commttee reiterates its
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 32) that such neasures should be
undertaken “to the maxi mum extent of [...] available resources” in |light of
articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, including through internationa
cooperation. The Committee encourages the State party to continue ensuring
that sufficient budgetary allocations are provided to social services for
children and that particular attention is paid to the protection of children
bel ongi ng to vul nerabl e and marginalized groups. Furthernore, the Commttee
encourages the State party to continue with its efforts to reduce the burden
of its external debt, with special attention to maintaining the provision of
soci al policies and programes for children as enshrined in article 4 of the
Conventi on.

2. Definition of the child

227. \While the Committee is aware that a reformto the State party's
Constitution would be necessary in order to increase the nunber of years of
compul sory education fromnine to six years, as previously recommended by the
Committee (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 38), it regrets the |ack of neasures
taken to harnoni ze the mninumlegal ages for access to work (14) and for
endi ng conpul sory education (12). In addition, while the Committee takes

note that the draft Code on the Fanmily will equalize the m ninmm]legal ages
for marriage of boys and girls, it remains concerned (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36,
para. 13) about the current differences. The Committee reconmends to the
State party to undertake the appropriate | egal reform and harnoni ze the

m ni mum | egal ages for work and conpul sory education by raising the latter, in
order to bring it into full conformty with the principles and provisions of
the Convention. The Comrittee al so recomends to the State party to raise and
equal i ze the mnimum | egal age of marriage of boys and girls.

3. General principles

228. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 2 of the Convention, the
Committee remains concerned (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 15) about the
persistent regional disparities between the Atlantic and Central/Pacific

regi ons, the growi ng disparities between urban and rural areas as well as the
i ncreasi ng nunber of people living in urban poor and marginalized areas.
Furthernore, the predom nance of discrimnation on the basis of ethnic origin
gender, social status and disability is also a najor concern. The Committee
reiterates its reconmendation to the State party to reduce econom c, socia
and regional disparities, including between urban and rural areas, to prevent
di scrimnation agai nst the nost di sadvantaged groups of children, such as the
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girl child, children with disabilities, children belonging to indi genous and
ethnic groups, children living in and/or working on the streets and children
living in rural areas. The Commttee also recomrends that the State party
undert ake educational canpaigns to rai se awareness of discrimnation on the
grounds of gender and ethnic origin with a viewto its elimnation

229. The Committee takes note that domestic |legislation (e.g. the Code on
Chi | dren and Adol escents) has included the principles of “the best interests
of the child” (art. 3) and “respect for the views of the child” (art. 12).
Neverthel ess, concern is expressed at the |ack of practical inplenentation of
these principles, in particular that the child s right to express his/her
views in a judicial or admi nistrative procedure affecting himher, as
established in article 17 of the Code on Children and Adol escents, may not be
respected in all cases in a culture where respect of the views of the child is
not fully developed. The Comrittee reiterates its concern (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 9), that in practice these principles are not fully
respected due to the fact that children are not yet perceived as persons
entitled to rights and that the rights of the child are often underm ned by
adults' interests. The Committee reconmends that further efforts be nmade to
ensure the inplenentation of the principles of “best interests of the child”
and “respect for the views of the child”, especially his or her right to
express his/her views in the famly, at school, within other institutions and
in society in general. These principles should also be reflected in al
policies and programes relating to children. Awareness-raising anong the
public at large, including communities and religious |eaders as well as
educati onal programres, on the inplenmentation of these principles should be
reinforced in order to change traditional perceptions regarding children as
obj ects and not as subjects of rights. Furthernore, with regard to article 17
of the Code on Children and Adol escents, the Commi ttee reconmends that the
evol ving capacity of the child should al ways be taken into consideration in
all judicial and adm nistrative processes or decisions affecting the child.

4. Civil rights and freedons

230. While noting the measures taken by the State party in the area of birth
regi stration, especially those carried out by the Suprene Electoral Council in
cooperation with UNICEF, the Mnistry of Health and mnunici pal governments, the
Committee remains concerned (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 16) about the
insufficient registration of births and the | ack of awareness and
under st andi ng of registration procedures, especially in rural areas and anong
i ndi genous conmunities. In light of article 7 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party continue taking all avail able
measures to ensure the immedi ate registration of the births of all children
especially in rural areas and anong indi genous conmunities. Furthernore, the
Committee encourages the State party to ensure that birth registration
procedures are wi dely known by the population at large, if necessary in
cooperation with non-governnental organi zations and with the support of

i nternati onal organizations.

231. Wth regard to the inplenentation of its reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 33) concerning participatory rights of children, the
Committee notes with appreciation the initiatives within the Minicipa

Commi ssions on Children as well as the pilot project on student governnents
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devel oped by the Mnistry of Education. Nevertheless, the Commttee is stil
concerned that participatory rights of children have not been sufficiently
addressed by the State party. |In light of articles 15, 16, 17 and ot her
related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee recommends that further
measures, including legislative reform be undertaken to pronote the
participation of children in the famly, the school and other institutions and
social life, as well as the effective enjoynent of their fundanental freedons,
i ncludi ng the freedom of opinion, expression, and associ ation

232. In light of its reconmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 34), the
Committee wel comes the fact that donmestic |egislation (Code on Children and
Adol escents) has introduced protection of the child frominformation and
material injurious to his/her well-being and guarantees access to appropriate
information (art. 17) and protection of the child' s right to privacy

(art. 16). However, the Comm ttee remains concerned about the |ack of
secondary | egislation regulating the practical inplenentation of these rights.
The Committee encourages the State party to continue with its process of |ega
reformand all ocation of appropriate resources in order to establish practica
procedures and regul ations to protect children from harnful information and,
to guarantee their access to appropriate information and their right to
privacy. The Committee further reconmmends that it take into consideration the
Committee's recomrendati ons emanating fromits day of general discussion
(1996) on “The child and the media” (CRC/ C/57).

233. \While noting that donestic legislation protects children agai nst
torture, the Cormittee is concerned about the insufficient judicial procedures

to investigate cases of police brutality, ill-treatnment or abuse of children
The Committee reconmends that the State party reinforce its judicia
mechani sms to deal with conplaints of police brutality, ill-treatnent and

abuse of children, and that cases of abuse of children be duly investigated.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider the possibility of

rati fying the Convention against Torture and Ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degrading
Treat ment or Puni shnent.

5. Famly environnent and alternative care

234. The Committee takes note of the draft Code on the Family and the recent
creation of the Mnistry on the Fam|ly as measures taken in line with the
Conmittee's recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 35) concerning the need
to focus on fanmly and social programmes. The Committee reiterates its
recommendation to the State party to enforce its efforts in addressing famly
i ssues such as famly disintegration, adol escent pregnancies and viol ence
within the famly. Furthernore, the Commttee recommends that the State party
al l ocate adequate financial and human resources for fam |y and socia

progr amres.

235. The Comrittee takes note that the Code on Children and Adol escents

i ncludes | egal neasures for the protection of children deprived of a famly
envi ronnent and that further measures have been included in the draft Code on
the Fam ly. Nevertheless, the Committee remains concerned (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 18) about the inadequacy of nmeasures taken to ensure
that the conditions in institutions are regularly nonitored and that the

pl acenment of children in public and private institutions is not periodically
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reviewed. The Conmittee recommends that the State party continue taking the
necessary steps for establishing alterative neasures to institutional care of
children (e.g. fostering). The Committee further reconmends that the State
party reinforce its nonitoring and eval uati on systemto ensure the adequate
devel opnent of children living in institutions. The Conm ttee encourages the
State party to continue taking neasures to review periodically the placenent
and treatnment of children as enshrined in article 25 of the Convention

236. \While noting that the process of adoption is regulated by the Law on
Adoptions (1981), which reflects article 21 of the Convention, and that
further measures have been introduced in the draft Code on the Famly, the
Committee regrets that the State party has not fully conplied with the

i mpl enentation of its reconmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24, para. 26). The
Committee reiterates its suggestion to the State party to consi der accession
to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

237. Wth regard to the inplenentation of its reconmendati on (see

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 35) concerning the need to take all avail abl e neasures
to prevent and conbat cases of abuse and ill-treatnment of children, the
Conmittee wel cones the enactnent of the | aw agai nst donestic viol ence (1996).
Neverthel ess, the Committee is of the opinion that these neasures need to be
reinforced. Concern is expressed at the insufficient public awareness
regardi ng the harnful consequences of ill-treatnent and abuse, including
sexual abuse, both within and outside the famly. Concern is also expressed
at the insufficient resources, both financial and human, as well as at the

| ack of adequately trained personnel, to prevent and conbat such abuse. The
i nsufficiency of rehabilitation measures and facilities for such children and
their limted access to justice are also matters of concern. 1In |light of,
inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the Conm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures, including setting up

mul tidi sciplinary progranmres and rehabilitation nmeasures to prevent and conbat

child abuse and ill-treatnment of children within the famly, at school and
other institutions, including the juvenile justice system and in society at
large. It suggests, inter alia, that |aw enforcenent should be strengthened

with respect to such crinmes; adequate child-friendly procedures and nmechani sns
to deal with conplaints of child abuse should be reinforced in order to
provide children with pronpt access to justice to avoid inpunity for the

of fenders. Furthermore, educational programres should be established to
conbat traditional attitudes within society regarding this issue. The
Committee encourages the State party to consider seeking to this effect

i nternational cooperation from inter alia, UNICEF and internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

6. Basic health and welfare

238. In light of its reconmendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 37), the
Committee wel comes the measures taken to inprove the health standards of
children, in particular initiatives related to the reduction of infant
nmortality, such as the integrated Managenent of Chil dhood Il nesses,

i npl enmented in cooperation with the Wrld Health Organi zati on and UNI CEF, the
establ i shment of child-friendly hospitals and the pronotion of breastfeeding.
Neverthel ess, the Committee renai ns concerned about the persistent regiona
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disparities in access to health care, high rates of malnutrition in children
under five years of age and in school -age children, and | ow access to health
care services in rural and renote areas. The Committee recomrends that the
State party continue taking all appropriate measures, including through

i nternati onal cooperation, to ensure access to basic health care and services
for all children. Mre concerted efforts need to be taken to guarantee equa
access to health care, with special enphasis on rural areas, to conbat

mal nutrition and ensure the adoption and inplenmentati on of a nationa
nutritional policy and plan of action for children.

239. Wth regard to adol escent health issues (see Conmittee' s concern

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 20), the Conmittee remmi ns concerned at the high and

i ncreasing rate of teenage pregnancy, the high maternal nortality rate rel ated
to abortion and the insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive health
education and counsel ling services, including outside the school system The
Conmittee is al so concerned about the increasing rate of children infected by
H V/ AIDS. The Conmittee recommends to the State party to continue taking
measures for the prevention of H V/AIDS and to take into consideration the
Committee's recomrendati ons adopted on its day of general discussion on
“Children living in a wrld with HV/ AIDS” (CRC/C/80). It also suggests that
a conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study be undertaken to understand the
scope of adol escent health problens as a basis for pronoting adol escent health
policies and strengthening reproductive health education. The Conmttee also
recomends that further efforts be undertaken for the devel opment of
child-friendly counselling services as well as care and rehabilitation
facilities for adolescents. International technical assistance from jinter
alia, UNICEF and UNAIDS is al so reconmended.

240. Wth regard to the situation of children with disabilities, while the
Conmittee wel cones the establishment of CONAINID, it remmins concerned at the
| ack of adequate infrastructure, limted qualified staff and specialized
institutions for these children. In addition, the Comrmittee is particularly
concerned at the |ack of governnmental policy and progranmes for children with
disabilities and at the lack of nmonitoring of private institutions for these
children. In light of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities
for Persons with Disabilities (General Assenbly resolution 48/ 96) and of the
Committee's recomrendati ons adopted at its day of general discussion on
“Children with disabilities” (CRC/C/69), the Committee recommends that the
State party develop early identification programres to prevent disabilities,

i mpl enment alternative neasures to the institutionalization of children with
disabilities, envisage awareness-rai sing canpaigns to reduce discrimnation
agai nst them establish special education programmes and centres for them and
encourage their inclusion in the educational systemand in society, and
establish adequate monitoring of private institutions for children with
disabilities. The Committee further recomends to the State party to seek
techni cal cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and
for children with disabilities.

7. Education, leisure and cultural activities

241. In light of its reconmendati ons (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 38) on the
educational system the Comrmittee notes with appreciation the foll ow up
measures undertaken by the State party in this field, especially the Mnistry
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of Education's Basic Education Project, undertaken in cooperation with the
Worl d Bank, which ainms at inproving the quality, equity and efficiency of the
education system Nevertheless, the Comrittee renmnins concerned, inter alia,
about the high drop-out rates fromprimary and secondary school s, especially
in rural areas, by the poor condition of schools and the scarcity of

text books. The Conmittee al so regrets that the Convention has not been
totally incorporated into the school curricula. The Committee recomrends that
the State party continue with its efforts in the field of education by
strengthening its educational policies and systemin order to establish
retenti on programes and vocational training for drop-outs, to inprove schoo
infrastructure, to continue with curricular reform including teaching

met hodol ogi es, to eradicate urban/rural disparities with reference to schoo
enrol ment and attendance, and to inplenent special education programres taking
into account the needs of working children. Furthermore, the Commttee
encourages the State party to continue with its efforts to include the
teachi ng of the Convention in the school curricula.

8. Special protection neasures

242. Although the Commttee is aware of the State party's efforts for the
elimnation of the landmines planted in its territory, it expresses its
concern about the fact that these m nes were displaced by the effects of
Hurricane Mtch and therefore pose a threat to the lives of the popul ation
especially children. The Conmittee recommends to the State party to continue
taking all necessary neasures, including awareness-rai sing programes on

| andmi nes and training for the population at |large, with a viewto protecting
children. 1In this regard, the Comrmittee encourages the State party to
continue working in cooperation with international agencies and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons of the remapping, clearance and destruction of
| andmi nes. Furthernore, in light of article 39 of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to
pronmote the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of
children victimof |andm nes and of children victim of past arned conflict.

243. Wth regard to the situation of children bel onging to indi genous groups
living in the Atlantic region (e.g. Mskitos and Ramas), the Committee remains
concerned about their limted enjoynment of all the rights enshrined in the
Convention, in particular their access to health and education. In |ight of
article 30 of the Convention, the Commttee recomends to the State party to
take all necessary neasures to protect children belonging to indigenous groups
and to guarantee that they enjoy all the rights recognized in the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, with special enmphasis on their access to health
and educati on.

244. \While welcomng the neasures taken for the eradication of child | abour
inline with its recomendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36, para. 40), the Comm ttee
is still concerned that econom c exploitation remai ns one of the ngjor

probl ems affecting children in the State party. The Conmittee renains
concerned at the insufficient |aw enforcenent and the |ack of adequate
nmoni t ori ng nechani sns to address this situation, especially in the inform
sector and in donestic settings. |In light of articles 3 and 32 and ot her
related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee recommends that the State
party conti nue working in cooperation with ILOIPEC for the ful
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i mpl enentati on of the national plan for the elim nation of child | abour and
undertake all the actions envisaged within its nmenorandum of understandi ng
with ILOIPEC. The situation of children involved in hazardous | abour
especially in the informal sector including domestic |abour, where the
majority of working children are found, deserves special attention
Furthernore, the Conmmittee reconmmends that |abour |egislation regulating the
wor k of children should be enforced, the | abour inspectorates strengthened and
penal ties inposed in cases of violation

245. Wth regard to the issue of children |iving and/or working on the
streets, the Committee wel comes the establishnment of the “Plan of Action to
Rescue Street Children” which ainms at the social reintegration of this group
of children. The Committee reconmends to the State party to continue worKking
in cooperation with non-governnental organizations in this area and continue
adopti ng appropriate programes and policies for the protection and
rehabilitation of these children

246. \While the Committee notes with appreciation the commtnments made by the
State party at the seminar, held in Montevideo (on 18 and 19 March 1999) on
the issue of the commrercial sexual exploitation of children, it expresses
concern at the absence of data and a situation analysis on this issue as well
as the lack of a national plan of action to tackle this problem In |ight of
article 34 and other related articles of the Convention, the Comm ttee
recommends that the State party conduct a study on the issue of comrercia
sexual exploitation of children with a view to designing and inplenenting
appropriate policies and nmeasures, including care and rehabilitation, to
prevent and eradicate this phenomenon, to reinforce its |egislation, including
puni shment of perpetrators, and to conduct awareness-rai sing canpaigns on the
issue. The Committee recomrends to the State party to take into account the
recommendations fornmulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the Wrld
Congress Agai nst Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children held in Stockholm
in 1996.

247, VWhile the Committee is aware that the full inplenentation of the new
juvenile justice systemrequires substantial financial and human resources as
wel | as the devel opnent of infrastructure, as established in the docunent
entitled “Transformati on and investnment in the human rights of children and
adol escents” (May 1999), it renmins concerned that the juvenile justice system
is not fully inplenented. Concern is also expressed about the poor conditions
in prisons and detention centres for juveniles; the lack of correctiona
centres for the rehabilitation of children in conflict with the |aw that
access to justice is not guaranteed in a pronmpt manner for children in
detention; and that due process is not always guaranteed. Concern is further
expressed at the aggravated penal penalties regarding “property offences”
committed by children. In light of article 37, 40 and 39 of the Convention
and other relevant United Nations standards in this field, the Conmttee
recommends that the State party effectively inplenent its juvenile justice
system The Committee encourages and supports the State party's initiatives
for the procurenment of international cooperation in this regard. The
Committee recomrends that the State party give particular attention to
ensuring the inprovenent of the conditions of children living in prisons and
detention centres, to developing correctional centres for the rehabilitation
of children in conflict with the law, to ensuring that violence is not used by
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| aw enforcenent officials, to ensuring that deprivation of |iberty is used
only as a neasure of last resort, to guaranteeing pronpt access to justice for
children in pre-trial detention, and to devel oping alternative nmeasures to
deprivation of liberty. Furthernore, the Conmttee recomends that the State
party consider reviewing its penal policies concerning “property offences”
commtted by children, and establish alternative neasures to address the needs
of children involved in this type of offence.

248. The Committee wel comes the State party's willingness to engage in a
techni cal cooperation programme with the O fice of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts for the provision of training in human rights standards,
including children's rights for the police. 1In this connection, the Conmittee
recommends that the State party continue providing training programes on the
rel evant international standards for judges and all professionals and staff

i nvolved with the juvenile justice system In this regard, the Comm ttee
further suggests that the State party consider seeking additional technica
assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
the International Network on Juvenile Justice and UNI CEF, through the

Coordi nati on Panel on Juvenile Justice.

249. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the second periodic report and witten replies
submtted by the State party be made wi dely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the Coormittee. Such a
docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and

awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

I11. OVERVIEW OF THE OTHER ACTI VI TIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Review of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Committee

250. During the session, the Comm ttee was infornmed by nmenbers about various
meetings in which they had partici pated.

251. On 1 March 1999, Ms. Judith Karp delivered a keynote speech in the

Eur opean Parlianent during a sem nar on ending all forms of corpora

puni shment of children in Europe, entitled “Children are unbeatable”. The
sem nar was organi zed, under the auspices of the Secretariat Ceneral of the
Eur opean Conmi ssion and the Daphne Programe, to |launch the “Children are
unbeat abl e” Europe-w de canpaign. M. Karp also delivered, on 2 March 1999, a
keynote speech on “The Convention on the Rights of the Child: protecting
children's human dignity” in London at a sem nar organized by the Alliance
Strategy G oup, which includes Endi ng Physical Punishment of Children
Wor | dwi de (EPOCH), and also entitled “Children are unbeatabl e”.

252. M. Rabah participated in sem nars held in Danmascus on 11 February 1999
and in Amman on 15 February to train policenen on human rights issues with a
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speci al enmphasis on the rights of the child. He also participated in a
meeting held in Tunis on 12 March 1999 organi zed by the Arab Institute for
Human Ri ghts on children's rights in the Arab world, where he gave a | ecture
on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the work of the Conmttee.

253. Ms. Sardenberg represented the Commttee at the International Forum for
the Operational Review and Appraisal of the Inplementation of the Programe of
Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment, which
took place in The Hague from 8 to 12 February 1999. The conference was

organi zed by the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) as an i mportant

el ement of the five-year review of the inplenentation of the Cairo Programre
of Action, which will culmnate in a special session of the General Assenbly
to be held from30 June to 2 July 1999. Ms. Sardenberg presented to the
Forumthe Comittee's views on its inplementation of the Progranme of Action
and the extent to which it is reflected in the Conmttee's work and in its

di al ogue with States parties in relation to the various principles and

provi sions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

254. Ms. Mkhuane participated in an international conference on the age
of crimnal responsibility, organized by the University of Pretoria, on 28
and 29 April 1999. She presented a paper on the child s capacity to
understand right and wong using a devel opnental perspective and based on
psychol ogi cal theories of child devel opnent, including pertinent issues
concerning the child s interactions with the social environnent. The nost

i mportant issues addressed dealt with the child s maturity and ability to
differentiate/understand right and wong, to understand the | egal process in
court and to brief counsel

B. Methods of work

255. At the 533rd meeting, on 17 May 1999, a technical briefing was held on
t he worki ng nmethods of the Committee and the various phases of the reporting
process. Participating were menbers of the Conmittee, representatives of the
O fice of the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), UNI CEF and the NGO
Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. One of the main issues
rai sed during the discussion was the backlog of reports and the need to find
ways to increase the nunber of reports dealt with at each session w thout
prejudice to the quality of the dialogue. In this regard, at the 553rd
meeting, on 2 June 1999, the Committee decided to increase the nunber of
States parties' reports considered to at |east eight per session as from
January 2000. At the same neeting, the Cormittee decided to reintroduce the
country rapporteur system It also decided to give high priority to the
drafting of general comments based on the principles and provisions of the
Convention and nmandated the Rapporteur, M. Doek, to define a nethodology in
that regard and to report to the Conmttee thereon at its next session

C. Cooperation with United Nations and other conpetent bodies

256. During the session, the Conmittee held neetings with representatives of
United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies, as well as of other conpetent
bodies, in the framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with those
bodies in the light of article 45 of the Convention
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257. On 19 May UNI CEF invited menbers of the Committee, representatives of
the NGO Group for the Convention on the R ghts of the Child and OHCHR to
participate in an informal dial ogue on the past and future cooperation between
UNI CEF and the Conmittee. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Marta Santos Pais,
Director of the Division of Evaluation, Policy and Pl anning of UNI CEF, and the
di al ogue focused on the role UNICEF plays in different aspects of the
reporting process and how its support can be enhanced. Participants were al so
brought up to date on devel opments within UNI CEF and events of relevance to
the work of the Commi ttee. Suggestions for enhancing cooperation in the

pl anning and foll owup of general discussion days, inproving coordination and
foll owup of requests for technical cooperation by States parties and

i ncreased Cormittee participation at the regional |evel were nade.

258. Ms. Sardenberg represented the Commttee at the workshop on the gender
perspective in the United Nations human rights system co-organi zed by OHCHR
the Division for the Advancement of Wonmen and the United Nations Devel opnent
Fund for Women (UNI FEM which was held in Geneva from 26 to 28 May 1999, where
she expl ai ned how the Committee i ncorporates a gender perspective in its work.
Ms. Sardenberg underlined the inportance attached by the Cormittee to finding
a bal ance between the rights of boys and girls, as far as the gender
perspective i s concerned.

259. On 27 May representatives of the NGO G oup for the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child net with the new nmenbers of the Conmittee in order to
provide themw th informati on on the background, structure and nenbership of
the NGO Group as well as the recent activities of its thematic subgroups. The
Committee nmenbers were also briefed on the NGO Group's work with national NGGs
to encourage the subm ssion of conplenentary information to the Commttee
within the framework of the reporting process.

260. On 1 June, Ms. Anne Bayefsky briefed the Cormittee on the study on the

human rights treaty system she i s undertaking together with M. Christof Heyns
in collaboration with OHCHR. The study intends to provide advice and gui dance
to further enhance and inprove the work of the six human rights treaty bodies

establ i shed under the six major international human rights instrunments.

261. On 2 June 1999, the Conmittee held a neeting with representatives of
United Nations bodi es and speci alized agencies, as well as of other conpetent
bodi es.

262. At that neeting, the UNHCR representative brought the Comrittee up to
date on activities including the appointment of five additional regional child
policy officers in Africa, Asia and the Commonweal th of |ndependent States and
the devel opment of training nmodul es for UNHCR staff, NGOs and Governments with
a viewto inproving refugee operations involving children. Information was
provi ded on the pilot projects initiated in refugee canps to pronote conflict
resol uti on and peace building through the training of youth groups. The
representative also distributed copies of a new booklet, entitled “Separated
Children in Europe Programme: Statenent of Good Practices”, prepared in
cooperation with the International Save the Children Alliance.

263. The representative of the International Narcotic Control Board (I NCB)
expl ained that INCB is the independent and quasi-judicial control organ for
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the inplenentation of the United Nations drug control conventions and that its
responsi bilities include the pronotion of governnment conpliance with the

provi sions of those treaties. Anobng its main activities is the identification
and correction of weaknesses that m ght exist in the national and

i nternational control systems, including with respect to illicit manufacture,
trafficking and abuse of drugs. The Board publishes an annual report which in
recent years has systematically highlighted disturbing patterns of drug abuse
anong youth. Copies of the latest report were distributed. The |INCB
representative concluded by underlining the inportance of article 33 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and reiterating the need for continued
col | aborati on between the Conmttee and the Board in ensuring the protection
of children fromthe illicit use, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs
and psychotropi c substances.

264. The representative of UNICEF informed the Comm ttee about an initiative
of the Norwegi an Government, the “Osl o Challenge Project”, the purpose of
which is to study possible roles for the modern nedia and digital technol ogy
in enhancing children’s rights. The project ains to raise the awareness of
children of the need to becone nore know edgeabl e “consuners” of media and to
train parents in the context of managi ng nedia consunption with respect to
their children. In comenoration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the Norwegian Governnment will also organize in
Gsl o in Novenmber 1999 an international workshop on the thene of children and
the nedia. It is proposed that a representative of the Conmttee participate
in this project.

265. The Committee was advised by the ILO representative that the draft
convention concerning the abolition of the worst forms of child | abour would
be di scussed and, hopefully, adopted at the International Labour Conference
currently under way in Geneva. While noting the challenges in identifying the
exact definition of the term“worst forms of child | abour”, child slavery,
forced and bonded | abour, debt servitude, child prostitution and the use of
children for pornography are likely to be included in the definition. The
Conmittee was reassured that the draft convention is not intended to repl ace

I LO Convention No. 138 which continues to be one of the main tools used in
conmbating child | abour.

266. The representatives of UNAIDS noted the increasing inmpact of H V/ Al DS on
the lives of children. 1In an attenpt to address this concern, UNAIDS has
intensified its efforts through, inter alia, the Wrld Al DS canpaign, to raise
awar eness about the rights of children in the context of HHVAIDS and to
pronmote the integration and invol vement of children and parents in this
regard. It was noted that efforts to help young people infected and/or
affected by H V/AIDS had failed in part because they thensel ves had not been

i nvol ved in designing and inplenenting effective preventative and
rehabilitative policies and programres. UNAIDS had undertaken two nain
activities as a followup to the Committee’ s general discussion day on
children living in a world with H V/ AIDS: a background paper on children’s
rights in the context of H V/AIDS and a bookl et containing the recomendati ons
emanating fromthe discussion day.

267. The representatives of ATD Fourth World inforned the Cormittee of its
upcomng forumon the rights of children living in extreme poverty, schedul ed
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to be held in Geneva in Novenber 1999. It is expected that children from
20-30 countries will participate. As a part of its activities, the group wll
visit the Palais des Nations and the Palais WIlson where they are expected to
present a message to the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

268. On 2 June, M. Doek represented the Cormmittee at the eighty-seventh
I nternational Labour Conference.

269. During the Cormittee's session, the Chairperson, Ms. Moi, attended the
el eventh neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty body (Geneva,

31 May-4 June 1999). On 3 June, she briefed the Conmittee about the
prelimnary recommendati ons made by that neeting. She especially nmentioned
the first joint neeting between all the chairpersons and the participants at
the sixth neeting of special rapporteurs/representatives, experts and

chai rpersons of working groups of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

Partici pants had agreed on the need to enhance cooperati on between these human
rights nmechanisns, particularly in view of the forthcom ng Wrld Conference
agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and Related Intol erance in
2001. Participants had also agreed to systematically share information, to
try to institutionalize regular meetings between persons involved in simlar
mandat es and to exchange experiences on best practices. The chairperson said
that she had stressed the need to systematically reflect a child-rights
perspective in the reports of the special procedures system

270. During the session, the Cormittee met with one of the three hunger
strikers who had participated in the hunger strike |aunched by the Tibetan
Youth Congress during the fifty-fifth session of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights. The Conmittee noted the concerns of the Tibetan Youth Congress
representative with regard to the whereabouts of the el eventh Panchen Lama
Gendhun Choekyi Nyi ma.

D. Future thematic debate

271. In view of the commenoration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption by
the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child in 1999, the Cormittee had decided at its previous session to postpone
its next thematic debate to 2000 and i nstead agreed to co-organize with OHCHR

a two-day neeting during its twenty-second session, entitled: “The Convention
on the Rights of the Child: a decade of achievenents and chall enges”. The
objective of this exercise will be to identify achi evenents and exanpl es of

best practices; identify challenges for the future and exanpl es of
constraints; and to fornul ate recommendations for future inprovenents.
Fol I owi ng a hi gh-1level segnent where the inpact of the Convention at the
international level will be discussed in plenary, three round tables will be
hel d concurrently. The main topics for discussion will be: (a) translating
law into reality; (b) putting child rights on the agenda; and (c) providing
means for the realization of child rights. During the session the Commttee
di scussed and adopted the draft programre for this neeting (see annex 1V).
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E. Followup to the day of general discussion on
children with disabilities

272. The working group on the rights of children with disabilities,
established as an outcome of the day of general discussion on children with
disabilities in 1997 (see CRC/C/ 69, paras. 310-339 and CRC/ C/ 80,

paras. 244-247), held its second neeting in London on 29 and 30 May 1999.

M's. Mkhuane attended the nmeeting on behalf of the Commttee and reported to
the nmenbers. Anong the issues discussed by the working group was the need to
expl ore innovative nmethods to ensure that the rights of children with
disabilities are given due attention in the work of the Committee.

273. Menbers of the working group reported on initiatives and nmeetings
relevant to the rights of children with disabilities. Coalitions between
groups of the disabled had been established in America and Latin Anerica. The
Eur opean Di sabl ed Persons Alliance was working with young people, with the
support of Italian television, to devel op docunentaries on the disabled. A
young peoples’ group called “Young and Powerful”, based in London, had
reported on their canpaign to include children with disabilities into

mai nstream educati on and the group was al so concentrati ng on other issues such
as racial discrimnation. Save the Children-UK was to hold a neeting in

Swazi |l and in December 1999, which will |look into the econom c inpact of not
attending to the disabled. Canada would be hosting an internationa
conference on the disabled in October 2000. Another conference will be held

in Canada, on “Violence and Children” from 13 to 15 Cctober 1999.

274. Anpng other issues raised at the neeting were the need to devel op good
practice guidelines focusing on the rights of the child, and the need to
contact United Nati ons agencies and bodies, particularly the I MF and the
Worl d Bank, and encourage themto take into account the inpact of structura
adj ust ment programes on the rights of children with disabilities. The
wor ki ng group al so expressed the wish to participate actively in future
themati c di scussion days of the Committee.

275. The next neeting of the working group will be held in October 1999.
V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY- SECOND SESSI ON

276. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the twenty-second
session of the Committee:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Organi zati onal matters.

3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties.

4, Consi deration of reports by States parties.

5. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.

6. Met hods of work of the Conmmttee.
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7. Conmenor ati on of the tenth anniversary of the Convention
8. Future neetings.
9. O her matters.

V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

277. At its 557th meeting, on 4 June 1999, the Committee considered the draft
report on its twenty-first session. The report was unani nously adopted by the
Conmi ttee.
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STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 4 JUNE 1999

(191)
St at es Dat e of signature Dat e of receipt of Date of entry
instrunent of into force

ratification/
accession a/

Af ghani st an 27 Septenber 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
Al bani a 26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
Al geria 26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
Andorra 2 Cctober 1995 2 January 1996 1 February 1996
Angol a 14 February 1990 5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991
Ant i gua and

Bar buda 12 March 1991 5 Cctober 1993 4 Novenber 1993
Argentina 29 June 1990 4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991
Arnmeni a 23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
Australia 22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991
Austria 26 January 1990 6 August 1992 5 Septenber 1992
Azer bai j an 13 August 1992 a/ 12 September 1992
Bahamas 30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
Bahr ai n 13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
Bangl adesh 26 January 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bar bados 19 April 1990 9 Cctober 1990 8 Novenber 1990
Bel ar us 26 January 1990 1 October 1990 31 Cctober 1990
Bel gi um 26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
Bel i ze 2 March 1990 2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Beni n 25 April 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bhut an 4 June 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bolivia 8 March 1990 26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
Bosni a and

Her zegovi na b/ 6 March 1992

Bot swana 14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
Brazi | 26 January 1990 24 Septenber 1990 24 Cctober 1990
Brune

Dar ussal am 27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996

al Accessi on

b/ Successi on.
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St at es

Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Canbodi a
Caner oon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/
Denocratic
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea
Denocratic
Republ i c of
Congo
Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

31
26

22
25

28
30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

May 1990
January 1990
May 1990
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1990

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990

August 1990

January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

3 June 1991

31 August 1990
19 Cctober 1990
15 COctober 1992
11 January 1993

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

1992
1990
1990

23 April
2 Cctober
13 August

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 Cctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

into force

30
18
14
10

1

21

27
18
5

12

NNDN B

July 1991
Sept enber
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1992
February 1993

1990

January 1992
July 1992

May 1992
Novenber
Sept enber

1990
1990

April 1992
February 1991
July 1993
Novemrber
July 1997

1993

Sept enber 1990
March 1991

Cct ober 1991
Sept enber 1991

March 1991

January 1993

Oct ober 1990

Oct ober 1990
August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990



St at es

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai t

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
I raq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakhst an
Kenya

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of
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Date of entry

20

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

Decenmber 1993

July 1993

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990
June 1994 a/

N ©O©~NO

»

March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber

6 June 1990

1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

1990
1991
1992

1992 a/
1990

10 August
7 Cct ober
28 Cctober
11 Decenber
5 Sept enmber

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 Cctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

15

20
13
12

20

11

12
15
28

13
22
23
11

into force

July 1992
Sept enber
Novenber

June 1991
Sept enber

1994
1991

1993

July 1991
Sept enber
March 1994
Sept enber
July 1994

1990

1990

April 1992
Sept enber
June 1993
Decemnber

Sept enber

1990

1990
1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
February 1991
July 1995
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Novenmber 1991
Novenber 1992
January 1993

Cct ober 1990

August 1994
July 1994

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991

June 1991
May 1994
June 1991
Sept enber
Sept enber

1994
1990
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St at es

Kiri bat
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzst an
Lao People’'s
Denocratic
Republic
Latvi a

Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembour g
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Mauritani a

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
St at es of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Dat e of signature

Dat e of

recei pt of

Date of entry

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

26
26

26

June 1990

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990

April 1993
January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

11
21
7

14
10

15
22

31

19

17

11
20
30

21
26
15
30
27

accession

December
Cct ober
Cct ober

1991
1994

May 1991 a/
April 1992 a/

May 1991
March 1992
June 1993

Apri |
December

1993 a/
1995

January 1992 a/
March 1994
March 1991
January 1991 a/

February 1995 a/

February 1991
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990

Cct ober
May 1991

1993

July 1990 a/
Sept enber 1990

May 1993 a/
June 1993 a/
July 1990

June 1993
April 1994
July 1991 a/
Sept enber 1990
July 1994 a/

Sept enber 1990
February 1995
April 1993

Oct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990

1995 a/

10
20

13
20
30

21
26
14
30
26

into force

January 1996
November 1991
Novenmber 1994

June 1991
May 1992

June 1991
April 1992
July 1993

May 1993
January 1996

March 1992
April 1994
April 1991
February 1991
March 1995

March 1991
Oct ober 1990
Oct ober 1990

November
June 1991

1993

Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

June 1993
July 1993
Sept enber 1990
July 1993

May 1994
August 1991
Oct ober 1990
August 1994

Cct ober 1990
Mar ch 1995
May 1993
Novenmber
Cct ober

1990
1990



St at es

Ni geri a
Ni ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t ugal

Qat ar
Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Feder ati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevi s

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

Gr enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Princi pe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of
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Date of entry

26

26

20

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

4 August
12 Decenber

1995 a/
1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept ember

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Septenber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Cct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enmber
18 June 1990
5 Cctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

into force

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cctober 1990

15 Sept ember 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991

5 February 1996
2 Septenber 1990
7 Cctober 1990

2 Septenber 1990
4 Novenber 1995
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St at es

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name
Swazi | and
Sweden

Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republic

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom
Britain
and Northern

of Great

I rel and
United

Republic

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u

Dat e of signature

Dat e of

recei pt of

Date of entry

29
26

26
24
26

22
26

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30

January 1993
January 1990

January 1990
July 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

24

15
26
27

20
22
17
28

16

10
20
29

April 1995 a/
June 1995
Decenber 1990
July 1991
August 1990
March 1993
Sept enber
June 1990

1995

February 1997

July 1993
Cct ober 1993 a/
March 1992 a/

August 1990
Novermber 1995 a/

Decenmber 1991
January 1992
April 1995
Sept enber 1993
Sept enber
August 1990
August 1991

January 1997 a/

Decenmber 1991

June 1991
Novenber 1990
June 1994 a/
July 1993

1)
~~

1995 a/

into force

10

16

11

31

26

14
25
26

17

19
22
16
27

15

10
20
29

January 1993
June 1991

May 1995
July 1995
January 1991

1991
1990

August
Sept enber
March 1993
Oct ober 1995
Sept enber 1990

March 1997
August 1993

November 1993
April 1992

Sept enber 1991

1990
1995

Sept enber
Decenber

January 1992
February 1992
May 1995

Cct ober
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1993
1995
1990
1991

February 1997

January 1992

July 1991
Decenber

July 1994
August 1993

1990



St at es

Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

CRC/ C/ 87
page 79

Date of entry

26
26
13
26
30

January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

March 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

13 Sept ember 1990
28 February 1990
1 May 1991

3 January 1991

5 Decenber 1991

11 Sept enber 1990

into force

13 Cctober 1990

2 Septenber 1990

31 May 1991
2 February 1991
5 January 1992

11 Cctober 1990
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Annex 11

MEMBERSHI P OF THE COWM TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Nanme of nenber Country of nationality
M. Jacob Egbert DOEK** Net her | ands
M's. Am na Hanza EL GUI NDI ** Egypt
M . Francesco Paol o FULCI * Italy
Ms. Judith KARP** | srael
M's. Nafsiah MBO * I ndonesi a
M's. Esther Margaret Queen MOKHUANE* South Africa
Ms. Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO** Bur ki na Faso
M. Chassan Sal i m RABAH* Lebanon
Ms. Mrilia SARDENBERG Brazi |

M's. Elisabeth Tl GERSTEDT- TAHTELA* *
Fi nl and

* Term expires on 28 February 2001

**  Term expires on 28 February 2003



State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n

Bhut an
Bolivia

Br azi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad
Chile
Costa Rica
Denocratic
Peopl e's Republic
of Korea
Denocratic
Republic of the
Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Annex |11

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF
THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 4 JUNE 1999

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

force

2
8
31
2
2

2
2
24
30
18

1
12
20

21

27

~NONDNDN

Sept enber
Novemrber

1990

1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Novemrber

Novemrber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990

1990
1990

1990
1990

Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

26

oOUR R R

Dat e due

Sept enber
Novemrber

1992

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Novemrber

1992

1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Date of subm ssion

15
12
12

1
22

20
14

7
19

14
22
28

13

16

11
23

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Noverber 1996
January 1997

April 1999
Sept ember 1992

July 1993
March 1998

January 1997
June 1993
Cct ober 1992

February 1996

February 1998

June 1996
Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1992
April 1993

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and Add. 49

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 45
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 46
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 52

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 59
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 2

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 58

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 50
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 57

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 9 and Add. 28

CRC/ T/ 3/ Add. 15

18 abed

JASNONO <)



State party

Ghana

Gr enada

Guat enal a

Gui nea

CGui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Peru

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

force

2

ol

=

N

w N w
ONEFENO ONUITON ODNDN

NP W =
anNnNO R~ Dd

20
21
28
15

1990
1990
1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

1990
1990

1990
1990

1990

Cct ober
Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990

=

N =
PO OFRPrP~POF OFRLRFP M

N
= O

29
13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

Dat e due

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

1992
1992

1992
1992

1992

Cct ober
Novenber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992

Date of subm ssion

20
24

5
20

11
17

26
25
15
20
21

10
12

25
30
13

28
21
17
14
16

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1997
January 1995

Noverber 1996

March 1994
May 1993
November 1992

April 1997

Decenber
July 1995
Decenber
Cct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

April 1995
January 1994

1997

1992

January 1993
August 1993 and
Noverber 1996

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1993
August 1994
April 1993

Cct ober 1992

Synbol

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 55
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 48

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 17
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 10

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 53

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 56
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 25

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22

and Add. 26

and Add. 47

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 7 and Add. 24

CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 23
CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 5

28 obed

L8 /0 OO



State party

Sai nt

Nevi s
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi nbabwe

Angol a
Argentina
Australia
Bahamas
Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Kitts and

Date of entry into

Initial

force

16
22

27

20

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Oct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990

1990

1990

1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
December
Cct ober

January 1991
January 1991
January 1991
March 1991
July 1991

February 1991
March 1991
Noverber 1991
Sept ember 1991
March 1991

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)
Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion

1 Septenber 1992 21 January 1997

1 Septenber 1992 12 Septenber 1994

6 Cctober 1992

1 Septenber 1992 10 April 1996

1 Septenber 1992 29 September 1992

1 Septenber 1992 7 Septenber 1992

1 Septenber 1992 27 February 1996
15 Septenber 1992 1 February 1996
19 Decenber 1992 2 August 1995
12 October 1992 9 July 1997

1 Septenber 1992 30 Septenber 1992
10 October 1992 23 May 1995
Initial reports due in 1993

3 January 1993

2 January 1993 17 March 1993
15 January 1993 8 January 1996
21 March 1993

2 July 1993 29 September 1995
26 February 1993 14 April 1993

5 March 1993 22 January 1998

6 Novenber 1993 8 Novenber 1994
19 Septenber 1993 27 Cctober 1995

8 March 1993 22 Decenber 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

51
31

43
3 and Add. 20

1

42
40
37
54

4 and Add. 21
35

2 and Add. 17
31

29

3

41
19
30
24

cg abed

JASNONO <)



State party

Denmar k
D i bouti
Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Est oni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
I srael

Italy

Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauritani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

force

18

5
12
11
20

13
20
13
6
2

5
13
23
20

13
18

13
15

14
19

11

August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991

November 1991

June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991

Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991

November 1991

June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991
June 1991

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991

17

11
10
19

12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

13
18

10

Dat e due

August 1993
January 1993
April 1993
July 1993

Novenmber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993

Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993

Novenmber 1993

June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993
June 1993

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
17

1

10
12

28

11
25
25
23

18

21
20

6

14
19
30
19
11

Sept ember 1993
February 1998

Decenmber 1999

1995
1994

August
Decenber

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996

January 1996

Decenber 1994

July 1993

July 1994

Sept ember 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995

January 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

8
39

40

27
22

34

18
12
4

35

32

23
5

33

26

28
11

and Add. 37

8 obed

L8 /0 OO



State party

Republic of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The fornmer
Yugosl av Republic
of Macedoni a
Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen
Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and
Her zegovi na
Canbodi a
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

20 Decenber 1991
23 February 1991
25 Decenber 1991

13 June 1991
25 June 1991

5 January 1991
11 August 1991

1991
1991

17 Sept enber
27 Sept enber

10 July 1991

31 May 1991
2 February 1991

28 March 1992
5 Sept enber
12 Sept enber
14 March 1992
15 January 1992

1992
1992

6 March 1992

14 Novenber 1992
12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992

Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion

19 Decenber 1993 17 Novenber 1994
22 February 1993 30 Septenber 1992
24 Decenber 1993

12 June 1993

24 June 1993 29 May 1995

4 January 1993 10 August 1993

10 August 1993 23 March 1994

16 Septenber 1993 4 March 1997

26 Septenber 1993 8 October 1993

9 July 1993

30 May 1993 14 Novenber 1994

1 February 1993 21 September 1994
Initial reports due in 1994

27 March 1994

4 Septenber 1994 8 October 1996
11 Septenber 1994 9 Novenber 1995
14 March 1994

14 January 1994 12 July 1994

5 March 1994

15 Novenber 1994 18 Decenber 1997
11 January 1994 17 June 1994

3 July 1994

23 May 1994 15 April 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

25

13

36
10/ Rev. 1

20 and Add. 38
16

18

Gg abed

JASNONO <)



State party

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Cui nea
Cer many

I cel and

I rel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and
Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a
Anti gua and
Bar buda
Arneni a
Caner oon
Conor os

Initial

reports due in 1994 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

1 April 1992

1 January 1993
15 July 1992

5 April 1992
27 Novenber 1992

28 COct ober 1992
14 May 1992

9 April 1992

1 March 1992

1 January 1993

26 April 1992
4 January 1992
29 February 1992

15 January 1992

5 January 1992

16 May 1993

4 Novenber 1993
23 July 1993
10 February 1993
22 July 1993

Dat e due

31 March 1994

31 Decenber 1994
14 July 1994

4 May 1994

26 Novenber 1994

27 Cctober 1994
13 May 1994

8 April 1994

28 February 1994
31 Decenber 1994

25 April 1994
3 January 1994
28 February 1994

14 January 1994

4 January 1994

Date of subm ssion

27 March 1995
4 March 1996

30 August 1994
30 Novenber 1994

4 April 1996
25 Novenber 1998
27 April 1998

6 August 1998

6 April 1998

23 August 1996

16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

Initial reports due in 1995

15 May 1995

3 November 1995
5 August 1995

9 February 1995
21 July 1995

16 Novenmber 1995

19 February 1997

24 March 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1, Add. 9,
Add. 15 and Add. 15/ Corr. 1,

Add. 19

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 13

9g8 abed
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State party

Congo
Fiji

G eece
I ndi a
Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya

Mar shal | | sl ands
M cronesi a
(Feder at ed

St ates of)
Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of

Mol dova
Sai nt Lucia

Sai nt Vi ncent and

t he Grenadi nes

Sur i nane
Syrian Arab
Republic
Taj i ki stan
Tur kneni st an
Vanuat u

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1995 (conti nued)

force

13
12
10
11

4

15
3

21
21

31

25
16

25
31
14

25
20

Noverber 1993
Sept ember 1993
June 1993
January 1993
July 1993

May 1993
Novenmber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993

February 1993
July 1993

Novenmber 1993
March 1993

August 1993
Noverber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

24
15

24
31

13
24
19

Dat e due

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

May 1995
Novenmber 1995

June 1995
July 1995
July 1995

May 1995
March 1995

February 1995
July 1995

Novenmber 1995
March 1995

August 1995
Noverber 1995
Cct ober 1995
August 1995

Date of subm ssion

12 June 1996

19 March 1997

23 May 1996
18 March 1998
16 April 1996

27 July 1995
29 Septenber 1995

13 February 1998

22 September 1995
14 April 1998

27 January 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

)8 abed

JASNONO <)



State party Date of entry into Dat e due Dat e of subm ssion Synbol
force

Af ghani st an 27 April 1994 26 April 1996

Gabon 11 March 1994 10 March 1996

Luxenbour g 6 April 1994 5 April 1996 26 July 1996 CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 2
Japan 22 May 1994 21 May 1996 30 May 1996 CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 1
Mbzambi que 26 May 1994 25 May 1996

Georgi a 2 July 1994 1 July 1996 7 April 1997 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 4
Iraqg 15 July 1994 14 July 1996 6 August 1996 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3
Uni ted Ki ngdom of

Great Britain and

Northern Irel and

(Overseas

Territories) 7 Septenber 1994 6 Septenber 1996 26 May 1999 CRC/ ¢/ 41/ Add. 7
Uzbeki st an 29 July 1994 28 July 1996

Iran (Islamc

Republ i c of) 12 August 1994 11 August 1996 9 Decenber 1997 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 5

Naur u 26 August 1994 25 August 1996

Eritrea 2 Septenber 1994 1 Septenber 1996

Kazakst an 11 Sept enber 1994 10 Sept enber 1996

Kyrgyzst an 6 Novenber 1994 5 Novenber 1996 16 February 1998 CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 6
Sanpa 29 Decenber 1994 28 Decenber 1996

Initial reports due in 1997

Net her | ands 7 March 1995 6 March 1997 15 May 1997 CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1
Mal aysi a 19 March 1995 18 March 1997

Bot swana 13 April 1995 12 April 1997
Qat ar 3 May 1995 2 May 1997
Tur key 4 May 1995 3 May 1997

Initial reports due in 1996

g8 abed

L8 /0 OO



State party

Sol onon | sl ands
Hai t

South Africa
Pal au

Swazi | and

Tuval u
Si ngapor e
Tonga

Kiri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

United Arab
Em rates

Swi tzerl and

Cook I sl ands

Initial reports due in 1997 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of subm ssion
May 1997

July 1997

July 1997 4 Decenber 1997

Sept ember 1997 21 COct ober 1998

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
November 1997
Decenmber 1997

Initial reports due in 1998

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998

22 September 1998

February 1998 21 COct ober 1999

Initial reports due in 1999

force
10 May 1995 9
8 July 1995 7
16 July 1995 15
3 Sept enber 1995 3
6 October 1995 5
22 COct ober 1995 21
4 Novenber 1995 3
6 December 1995 5
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24
2 February 1997 1
26 March 1997 25
6 July 1997 5

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 3

CRC/ C/ 61/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 61/ Add. 2

68 abed

JASNONO <)



CRC/ C/ 87
page 90

State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an
Bol i via
Brazil
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocrati c People's
Republic of Korea

Denocrati c Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Chana

Gr enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Second periodic reports due in 1997

26

oOU R R R

13

29
11
24

Dat e due

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Novenber
COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Novenber 1997

COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Decemnber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober
Novenmber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1997
1997

1997
1997

1997

Dat e of submni ssion

20 May 1999

12 August 1997

10 February 1999
20 January 1998

18 Sept ember 1998

7 Cctober 1998

18 Sept ember 1997

14 January 1998

12 Novenber 1997

12 Cctober 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

14

10

12



Second periodic reports due in 1997 (continued)

State party

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal

Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Saint Kitts

and Nevis
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi mbabwe

Angol a
Argentina
Australia
Bahanas
Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cote d'lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic
Estoni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
| srael

Dat e due

Dat e of submni ssion

3 Cctober 1997
19 September 1997
20 Cctober 1997
27 Cctober 1997
14 Sept ember 1997

25 March 1998

8 Cctober 1998

12 January 1998

1 Septenber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997

R R oR

1997

1997

1997
1997
1997

1 Sept enber 1997
1 Sept enber
15 Sept ember
19 Decenber

12 Cct ober

25 Sept enber

1 Septenber 1997
10 Cctober 1997

Second periodic reports due in 1998

3 January 1998
2 January 1998
15 January 1998
21 March 1998
2 July 1998
26 February 1998 1998
5 March 1998
7 COctober 1998
19 September 1998
8 March 1998

9 Sept enmber

17 August 1998 1998
4 January 1998

11 April 1998

10 July 1998

19 Novenber

15 Sept ember

1998

12 June 1998
19 July 1998
12 February 1998
5 Novenber 1998
1 Novenber 1998

28 Septenber 1998
3 August 1998
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Synbol

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.

11

~
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Second periodic reports due in 1998 (continued)

State party

Italy

Janmai ca

Jor dan

Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauri tani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Republic of Korea

Rwanda

San Mari no

Sao Tome and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

Uni ted Republic
of Tanzani a

Yenmen
Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

13
18

10
19
22

24

12
24

16
26

9

30
1

Dat e due

Oct ober 1998
June 1998
June 1998

November 1998

June 1998

June 1998
April 1998
January 1998
March 1998
June 1998

August 1998
May 1998
February 1998
January 1998
July 1998

Decenmber 1998
February 1998
Decenmber 1998

June 1998
June 1998

January 1998
August 1998

1998
1998

Sept enber
Sept enber

July 1998

May 1998
February 1998

Dat e of submni ssion

5 August 1998

4 Decenber 1998

1 July 1998

1 June 1999

3 February 1998

Second periodic reports due in 1999

27

4
11
14
15

March 1999
Sept enber
Sept enber
March 1999
January 1999

1999
1999

7 May 1999

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 83/ Add. 2



Second periodic reports due in 1999 (continued)

State party

Bosni a and
Her zegovi na
Canbodi a
Canada
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Gui nea
Cer many

I cel and

Irel and
Latvia
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Nort hern Irel and

Zanbi a

23
31
31
14
26

27
13

28
31

25

28

Dat e due

March 1999
November 1999
January 1999
July 1999

May 1999

March 1999
Decenber 1999
July 1999
May 1999
Novenber 1999
Cct ober
May 1999
April 1999
February 1999
Decenber 1999

1999

April 1999
January 1999
February 1999

January 1999
January 1999

Dat e of submni ssion

16 March 1999
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Annex |V

TENTH ANNI VERSARY MEETI NG OF THE COWM TTEE ON THE
RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD: ACHI EVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES

| nt roduction

On 20 Novenber 1999, the international community will celebrate the
tenth anni versary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
by the United Nations General Assenbly. To mark this anniversary, the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts suggested to the Conmittee on the Rights of the
Child at the opening of its twentieth session in January 1999 that a neeting
be organi zed, within the framework of the twenty-second session of the
Committee, to assess the inpact of the Convention and to el aborate
recommendations to inprove its inplenentation. |In view of this suggestion
the Committee exceptionally decided, during its twentieth session in
January 1999, to postpone its next thematic debate to 2000 and instead agreed
to co-organize, with the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, a
t wo- day wor kshop entitled “The Convention on the Rights of the Child: a
decade of achi evements and chal | enges”.

The neeting to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Convention wll
take place in Geneva on Thursday, 30 Septenber and Friday, 1 Cctober 1999.

General information

The neeting will have two nmain objectives: to celebrate the tenth
anni versary of the Convention and to highlight najor achi evenents and
constraints in its inplenentation. The nmeeting will review the inmpact of the

Convention, follow ng the approach favoured by the Conmittee, with the main
focus on the |l essons |learned frominplenentation efforts at the nationa

| evel. The discussions will keep a clear focus on the needs to:
(a) Identify achi evements and exanpl es of best practice;
(b) Identify challenges for the future and exanpl es of constraints;

(c) Formul ate recomendati ons for future inprovenments.

A draft agenda for the neeting has been prepared (see below) by the
O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts which enphasi zes the rol e of
“general inplenentation neasures” in the review of the inplenmentation of the
Convention. The draft agenda will be adopted by the Hi gh Comm ssioner and the
Committee on the Rights of the Child during its twenty-first session

The format of the neeting will be as foll ows:

(a) A high-level segment will discuss inplementation of the Convention
at the international level in the norning of the first day, bringing together
the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, heads of United Nations agenci es and
bodi es (OHCHR, UNI CEF, |ILO, UNHCR, WHO, UNESCO and an NGO (chair of the NGO
Group) to comrenorate the tenth anniversary of the Convention
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(b) “General measures of inplementation” will be discussed in three
different clusters, with round-table sessions held concurrently during the
afternoon of the first day and the norning of the second day. The round
tables will reach final agreenent on the formulation of reconmendati ons and
present themto a closing plenary session during the afternoon of the second
day;

(c) Round tables will be based on a di scussion paper (detailed
outline) drafted by OHCHR in consultation with Conm ttee nenbers and
traditional partners (UNI CEF, NGO Group);

(d) Each round table will be chaired by a nenber of the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child;

(e) Draft proposed reconmendati ons on neasures needed to inprove
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention will be prepared by each round table, for
adoption by the Committee at the end of its twenty-second session

() In addition to a formal reception, to be held on the evening of
the first day of the neeting, plans are being prepared to stage a musica
performed by a group of Filipino fornmer street children, in collaboration with
the Stairway Foundati on.

Participation at the neeting is proposed to be the foll ow ng:

(a) H gh-1evel segnment: it is suggested that the neeting involve a
hi gh-1 evel plenary session, hosted jointly by the Commttee on the Rights of
the Child and the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, bringing together the
heads of key United Nations progranmes and agenci es and an NGO (Chair of the
NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child), to discuss the
i npact of the Convention at the international I|evel;

(b) Government involvenent: formal invitations will go out to al
Governments, encouraging themto participate actively in both segments of the
meet i ng;

(c) United Nations agencies, NGOs and individual experts: the neeting
will be open to the public, with information distributed to United Nations
programes and agencies, NGOs and other interested individuals and
organi zations in the manner already in use for the thematic debates held
yearly by the Conmittee. In addition, individual agency officials, experts
and NGOs will be included anong panellists invited to prepare brief
presentations on the different topics to be addressed during the round-table
sessions chaired by Comm ttee nmenbers;

(d) Children: different possibilities are being explored for
involving children in the neeting, either from anong those participating in
the Committee reporting process under a UNI CEF project or those performng in
the nusical organized to mark the event.
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Expected results

The outcome of the neeting is expected to be:

(a) Commenoration of the tenth anniversary of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child by the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, in cooperation with traditional partners
(UNI CEF and the NGO G oup);

(b) Adoption of a set of reconmmendations by the Committee for future
i mpl enentati on of the Convention, which can be of use for the United Nations
and other partners in connection with the cel ebrations organized for
20 Novenber 1999

(c) A report containing useful information regardi ng exanples of best
practices and a discussion of shortcom ngs and future chall enges faced in the
effort to inplement the Convention at the international and national |evels,
to be included in the report on the twenty-second session of the Commttee;

(d) Dependi ng on the quality of the papers and other materials
subm tted, possible publication of a collective volune within the publications
programe of OHCHR
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Proposed agenda
Day | - Morning - Plenary
10. 00- 10. 15 Opening: brief welcome by CRC Chairperson and Ms. Robinson
(5 m nutes)
10. 15-13. 00 Pl enary session: the Convention and the internationa
comunity
10.15-11. 30 Child rights - a priority on the international agenda

- Statenments by heads of agencies (10 m nutes each):
OHCHR, UNI CEF, WHO, UNESCO, international NGOs

- Questions and di scussion (20 m nutes)
11.30-12. 15 | npact of the Convention on standard-setting

- Statenments by heads of agencies (10 m nutes each):
I LO, UNHCR

- Questions and di scussion (20 m nutes)
12.15-13. 00 The Convention's success and its chal | enges

- Statenments (10 mnutes each): CRC Chairperson and
foundi ng CRC nenber

- Questions and di scussion (20 m nutes)

Day | - Afternoon session (15.00-18.00) - round tables I, Il and Ill - chaired
by CRC nenber

Round table I: Transl ating international lawinto reality
Reservations to the Convention
Status of the Convention in national |egislation
Legi sl ative revi ew
Practice in courts
Round table Il. Putting child rights on the agenda
Di ssem nati on and awar eness-rai sing
Trai ni ng
Resource nobilization (budgetary aspects)

I nternational cooperation and technical assistance
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Round table I11. Building partnerships for the realization of rights
The reporting process as a catalyst for donestic review and
debat e
Coor di nati on and i ndependent nonitoring
I nvol venrent of civil society
Child participation
Day | - Evening (18.00-20.00)
18.15-19. 00 Recepti on hosted by CRC and Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human
(approx.) Ri ghts
19. 15-20. 30 “Col dtooth, a Street Children's Misical”
(approx.)
Day Il - Morning session (10.00-13.00) - round tables I, Il and IIl - chaired
by CRC nenber
Day Il - Afternoon
15. 00-16. 30 Round tables I, Il and 11

Summary and di scussi on
16. 30-17. 30 Pl enary

Reports and recomendati ons fromround tables I, Il and |11
(10 m nutes each)

Comment s and di scussi on

17. 30- 18. 00 Pl enary closing - CRC, OHCHR, UNI CEF, NGO Group (5 m nutes
each)
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LIST OF INI TI AL AND SECOND PERI ODI C REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE
COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 4 JUNE 1999

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Federati on

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept emmber - Cct ober

| ndonesi a

Peru

El Sal vador

Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nan bi a
Col onbi a

Romani a
Bel ar us

Sixth session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile
Nor way

1993)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO UuhrELDN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO~ WNE

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 23
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Sevent h

session

( Sept enmb

Ho
In

er-Cct ober 1994)

ndur as
donesi a

Madagascar
Par aguay

Sp
Ar

Ei ghth s

ain
gentina

essi on

(January

Ph
Co
Po

1995)

i lippines
| onbi a
| and

Jamai ca

De
Un

nmar k
i ted Kingdom of

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

17
10 and 26
5
22

6
2 and 17

23

11
12

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ghth session)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 33

G eat
Nor t he

Ni nth session

Britain and
rn Irel and

(May- June 1995)

Ni

car agua

Canada

Be
Tu
Sr

Tenth se

[ gi um
ni si a
i Lanka

ssion

(Cct ober

It

Uk
Ge
Se
Po
Ho

- Novenmber 1995)

aly
raine
r many
nega
rtugal
ly See

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

34

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 37
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 38
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 40

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 42
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 43
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 44
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 45
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 46



El event h session
(January 1996)

Yemen

Mongol i a
Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republic of Korea
Croatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mhabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat emal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

Ni geri a

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauriti us

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29
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Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

47
48
49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71
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Fifteenth session
(May-June 1997)

Cuba

Ghana
Bangl adesh
Par aguay
Al geria
Azer bai j an

Si xt eenth sessi on
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1997)

Lao People's
Denocratic Republic

Australia

Uganda

Czech Republic

Trini dad and Tobago

Togo

Sevent eenth session
(January 1998)

Li byan Arab Janmahiriya
Irel and
M cronesi a

(Federated States of)

Ei ght eenth sessi on
(May-June 1998)

Hungary

Denocrati c People's
Republic of Korea

Fiji

Japan

Mal di ves

Luxembour g

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and 49
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22 and 47
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
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Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

State party reports

Ni net eenth session
( Sept enmber - Oct ober 1998)

Initial reports

Ecuador CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 93

Iraqg CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 94

Thai | and CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 96

Kuwai t CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 35 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 97
Second periodic reports

Bolivia CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 95

Twentieth session
(January 1999)

Initial reports

Austria CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 14 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 98
Belize CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 46 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 99
Gui nea CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 48 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 100
Second periodic reports
Sweden CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 101
Yenen CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 102
Twenty-first session
(17 May-4 June 1999)
Initial reports
Bar bados CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 103
St. Kitts and Nevis CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 51 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 104
Beni n CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 52 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 106
Chad CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 50 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 107
Second periodic reports
Hondur as CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 105
Ni car agua CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 108
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Annex VI

PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSI DERATI ON AT
THE COW TTEE' S TVENTY- SECOND AND TWENTY- THI RD SESSI ONS

Twent y-second session
(20 Septenber-8 COctober

1999)

Venezuel a
Vanuat u
Mal i

Net her | ands

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 54 and 59
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 53
CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 1

Second periodic reports

Russi an Federati on
Mexi co

Twenty-third session
(10-28 January 2000)

Ar meni a

I ndi a

The former Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a

Gr enada

Sierra Leone

South Africa

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 55
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 43
CRC/ C/ 51/ Add. 2

Second periodic reports

Costa Rica
Peru

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 8
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Annex VI

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS | SSUED FOR THE TWENTY- FI RST SESSI ON

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 50

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 51

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 52

CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 11

CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 12

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4
and Add. 14

CRC/ C/ 85

CRC/ C/ 86

CRC/ C/ SR 532- 557

OF THE COW TTEE
Initial report of Chad
Initial report of Barbados
Initial report of St. Kitts and Nevis
Initial report of Benin
Not e of the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to
the consideration of initial reports by States
parties to the Convention
Not e of the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the
need for technical advice and advi sory services has
been identified in the |light of the observations
adopted by the Comm ttee

Second periodic report of Honduras

Second periodic report of Nicaragua

Provi si onal agenda and annot ati ons

Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties
to the Convention and the Status of subm ssion of
reports

Summary records of the twenty-first session



