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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON BY THE DEPUTY H GH COVM SSI ONER FOR HUMAN RI GHTS
(item 1 of the provisional agenda)

1. The TEMPORARY CHAI RMAN decl ared open the twentieth session of the
Committee against Torture. He conveyed to the nmenbers of the Cormittee the

Hi gh Commi ssioner's regret at being unable to attend the opening neeting. She
hoped to have an opportunity to neet themin the near future. He paid tribute
to the work acconplished by the outgoing nenbers, M. Dipanda Muelle, the
former Chairman, Ms. |liopoul os-Strangas, the former Rapporteur, M. Regm
and M. Pikis. The latter, who had resigned for professional reasons, would
be replaced until the end of his termof office by M. Marommtis. He then
congratul ated the newy el ected and re-el ected menbers of the Comittee.

SOLEMN DECLARATI ON BY THE NEW.Y ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE (item 2 of
t he provisional agenda)

2. The TEMPORARY CHAI RMAN invited the five nmenbers of the Conmittee el ected
or re-elected at the Sixth Meeting of States Parties to make the sol emm
declaration provided for in rule 14 of the Comrittee's rules of procedure
(CAT/ C 3/ Rev. 2) .

3. M. EL MASRY, M. SILVA HENRI QUES GASPAR, M. S@RENSEN, M. YAKOVLEV and
M. YU Mengjia solemmly declared that they would performtheir duties and
exercise their powers as nmenbers of the Conmittee against Torture honourably,
faithfully, inmpartially and conscientiously.

ELECTI ON OF THE OFFI CERS OF THE COW TTEE (item 3 of the provisional agenda)

4, The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN invited the Conmittee to elect its Chairman.

5. M. YAKOVLEV nom nated M. Burns for the office of Chairman of the
Commi tt ee.

6. M. Burns was el ected Chairnman by acclamation.

7. M. YAKOVLEV nonminated M. Gonzal ez Poblete, M. Camara and M. Zupanllill

for the office of Vice-Chairnan.

8. M . Gonzéal ez Poblete, M. Camara and M. Zupanlli[]l were el ected
Vi ce-Chai rnen by accl anmation.

9. M. YAKOVLEV nonminated M. Sgrensen for the office of Rapporteur.

10. M. Segrensen was el ected Rapporteur by acclanation.

11. M. Burns took the Chair.

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA (item 4 of the provisional agenda) (CAT/ C 45)

12. The CHAI RMAN said that M. Gonzal ez Pobl ete had proposed amendnents
to the Commttee's rules of procedure, which were contained in




CAT/ C/ SR. 318
page 3

docunent CAT/C/Msc.5. That docunent would be distributed as soon as it had
been translated into the working | anguages. A new item 10, entitled
“Amendnents to the Committee's rules of procedure”, would therefore be added
to the agenda and other itens would be renunbered accordingly.

13. The provisional agenda (CAT/ G/ 45), as orally anended, was adopted.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 5)

14. The CHAIRMAN said that the programre of work proposed by the secretariat
was intended to serve as a guide but could be changed during the session as
and when the need arose. The Conmittee's press conference could be arranged
for the norning of Friday, 22 May. |In accordance with established practice
since the Conmittee's ninth session, 10 international organizations which took
a close interest in the Conmttee' s proceedi ngs had been formally invited by
the secretariat to provide information on the inplenentation of the Convention
in the 10 States parties whose reports were to be considered at the current
session. The information received had been made avail able to the nmenbers of
the Committee or, in sonme cases, the country rapporteurs.

15. M. BRUN (Secretary of the Comrmittee) said that the Israeli del egation
had asked to appear before the Commttee on Friday, 15 My, instead of
Tuesday, 19 May.

16. The CHAIRMAN said that, there being no objection, the request was
grant ed.

SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 19 OF THE CONVENTI ON
(agenda item 6)

17. M. BRUN (Secretary of the Committee) provided an update on the status
of submi ssion of reports. O the 103 initial reports which had fallen due

bet ween June 1988 and May 1998, 68 had been subnmitted; initial reports from21
of the remaining 35 States parties were nore than three years overdue, namely:
Uganda, Togo, CGuyana, Brazil, CGuinea, Sonalia, Estonia, Venezuel a, Yenen,
Beni n, Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Cape Verde, Canbodia, Latvia, Seychelles,
Antigua and Barbuda, Burundi, Slovakia, Slovenia, Costa Rica and Ethiopia.
Those States had already received between 5 and 15 rem nders, including in
some cases letters fromthe Chairman of the Conmttee to the Mnister for
Foreign Affairs. |In addition, the Commttee had, at its eleventh session
requested Belize to submit a new version of its initial report, which had been
too brief, by 10 March 1994. Despite five renm nders fromthe secretariat and
a letter fromthe Chairman to the Mnister for Foreign Affairs, the docunent
had not yet been received.

18. O the 75 second periodic reports that had fallen due between June 1992
and April 1998, 42 had been received; reports from18 of the remaining

33 States parties were nore than three years overdue, nanely: Afghanistan
Austria, Belize, Bulgaria, Caneroon, Luxenbourg, Philippines, Togo and Uganda
(1992), Guyana, Tunisia and Turkey (1993), Australia, Brazil, Guinea and

Pol and (1994), and Sonalia and Malta (1995). Those States had received up to
eight rem nders. Twenty-six third periodic reports had been requested for
1996, of which 10 had been submitted and 16 were nore than one year overdue.
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The States concerned had received a first remnder. 1In addition, nine third
periodic reports had been requested for 1997, none of which had yet reached
the secretariat. On the other hand, the secretariat had received the third
periodic report of the United Kingdom requested for January 1998.

19. Fol l owi ng the consideration of its third periodic report, Mexico had
sent supplementary information in response to nenbers' questions that had been
| eft pending. The information had been brought to the notice of the
rapporteurs for Mexico. 1In addition, the United Kingdomhad transmtted, for
purposes of information, a biannual report (July-Decenber 1997) on the genera
situation in Hong Kong. That document was available to nmenbers of the
Committee. Lastly, aside fromthe 10 reports schedul ed for the current
session, 6 further reports had been received; they would be included in the
programe of work for the next session (Croatia, Hungary, Iceland, Tunisia,

Uni ted Ki ngdom and Yugosl avi a) .

20. The CHAI RMAN drew attention to the fact that many States parties were
very late in submtting their reports, sonme had already received nore than a
dozen rem nders and quite a nunber had not even subnmitted their initia
reports. Sonme of the snallest and poorest countries mght find the reporting
obligation particularly burdensone because of their neagre resources, and the
Committee could therefore afford to show patience, but others seenmed to have
no excuse. The Committee nust consider what steps it could take to remedy the
situation.

21. M. SORENSEN said that current problens relating to the subm ssion of
reports by States parties had been di scussed at |ength at the npst recent
nmeeti ng of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies held in February 1998.
He woul d report to the Conmittee in due course on the various suggestions that
had been nade

22. M. GONZALEZ POBLETE thought that the issue of non-subnission of reports
shoul d be a focal point of the press conference to be held at the current
session. Providing the press with a “blacklist” of countries that were not
honouring that obligation would arouse interest and would be a good way of
underscoring the inportance of the Convention. O course, allowance should be
made for the small est and poorest countries, which constituted a special case
and woul d be omitted fromthe |ist.

23. M. BRUN (Secretary of the Comrittee) said that a prelimnary version
of the report of the meeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodi es was
avail able in English and could be circulated to the nenbers of the Commttee;
as soon as the final version had been produced and translated, it would al so
be distributed. He informed M. Gonzal ez Poblete that the Committee already
provi ded the press with a list, prepared by the secretariat, of States parties
whose reports were overdue. O course, the matter could be raised separately
at the press conference.

24. M. ZUPANII[] agreed with M. Gonzéal ez Pobl ete's suggestion. However ,
the preparation of a satisfactory report was no easy task and called for the
participation of a | arge nunber of conpetent individuals, an exercise which
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was beyond the neans of sonme countries. Clear-cut criteria nust therefore be
established in order to decide whether or not a particular country had a valid
excuse for not reporting on tine.

25. M. S@RENSEN said that the question of what criteria to apply in that
regard had been di scussed at the neeting of chairpersons of human rights
treaty bodies; it had been decided, for exanple, that any State with fewer
than 1 mllion inhabitants fell into the small-country category.

26. The CHAI RMAN suggested reverting to the matter when the requisite
mat eri al was avail abl e and proposed that the Committee should continue its
proceedi ngs in closed session in order to discuss its working nethods.

27. It was so deci ded.

The public part of the neeting rose at 11 a.m




