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The meetlng was called to order at 3,20 Pp.m,

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY. STATHS P2 LTIZDS WNDER ARTICIE 40~ . = = %

OF THE COVENLNT (ﬂfendﬂ iten 4) (COﬂtanQd)
Horocco (__ontlruea) (copi/c/10/08d.2)

1. Mr. JANCA commended the Government of Morocco for its well-documented report,

which had been prepared in -accordance with -the Committee's general-guidelinesy - -

24 The report contained significant data on the progress achieved with respect to
equality of rights for men and women in fields such as employment and education.
However, details of that type had not been given for other rights provided for in
the Covenant. For example, the progréss achieved 'in protecting the right to life,
guaranteed by article 6 of the Covenant, could have been illustrated by providing
information on the decrease in the rate of infant mortality and on the number of
death sentences carried out in Morocco in recent years, Similarly, in connection
with article 10 of the Covenant, &tatistical data on juvenile delinquency,
particularly with regard to recidivism, would-have been welcome. Noting that a new
draft Criminal Code and a new draft Labour Code had been prepared in order to bring
legislation concerning human rights into line with changing conditions, he remarked
that one of the most important tasks of the Committee was to help States parties to
improve and supplement their legislation. Therefore, the members of the Committee
needed complete and precise information to determine whether national legal rules and
social realities in the States parties were 1n conformity with their obligations
under the Covenant.

3. Referring to the relationship between international treaties ratified by Morocco -

and Morocco's internal legislation, he said that the introduction to the report  .v-
suggested that provisions of international treaties took precedence over internal
legislation only in certain cases and where explicitly provided for in domestic
laws, such as the Moroccan Nationality Code. He was therefore not convinced by the
statement on pege 5 that "the provisions of the Covenant have become an integral
part of the internal public order ... from which no derogation can be admitted".

He even doubted whether the Covenant had acquired the status of ordinary law to which
the general principle that lex posterior derogated lex prior applied. To take a
practical example, was it possible for a Moroccan woman facing an arranged marriage
under the 1957 Code of Personal Status to request and obtain an annulment of the
court decision by invoking article 23, paragraph 3, of the Covenant, forbidding such.
marriages?

4., Like previous speakers, he would like to raise =z questidn concerning article 4

of the Covenant., In connection with article 35 of the Moroccan Constitution, quoted
on page 13 ofl the report, were there any constitutional or legal provisions »

explicitly prohibiting derogation from.drticles 6, T, 8, 11, 155 16.and 18 of the

N

Covenant during a state of emergency? .If not, was the Covenant-itself "approved in .. -

accordance with the procedures laid down for amendment of the Constitution! as
provided in article 31 of the Constltutlon, .80 that the prov131ons of the Covenant
had the legal force of constitutional amendments?
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5. In connection with article 6 of the Covenant, it was of special interest for
the Committee to be informed whether the Moroccan Criminal Code in force provided
that sentence of death shoiild not be imposed for crimes committed by persons below
18 years of age. If that was not the case, he asked whether such a provision was
included in the new draft of the Moroccan Criminal Code. Regarding the same article,
he would like to know which acts, according to the existing Moroccan Criminal Code,
were gqualified as "crimes against the internal and external security of the State',
for which the death penalty could be pronounced.

6. It would appear that articles 224 to 232 of the Moroccan Criminal Code,
mentioned on page 15 of the report, were much narrower in scope than article 7 of the
Covenant and applied only to acts of violence committed by public officials. Further
clarification on that point would be welcome. :

T In connection with article 10 of the Covenant, he asked for more information on
the meaning and practical application of article 18 of the Dahir of 26 June 1930,
which indicated that children could be detained by virtue of the power of parental
punishment. That provision did not seem to him to be in oonformlty with article 9,
paragraph 1, and article 24 of the Covenant.

8. He asked for more precise information about the contents of chapter I,
sections II and III, of the Moroccan Criminal Code, which, according to page 29 of
the report, reflected the provisions of article 20 of the Covenant.

9. In connection with associations, article 3 of the Dahir of 15 hovember 1958
stated that an "illicit cause" and an "illicit objective contrary to the law and
morality" could render an association null and void; he would like a concrete
explanation of those terms. .In conclusion, he asked for an explanation of the term
"uninominal" on page 35 of the report.

10. Mr., DIEYE expressed appreciation of the Moroccan Government's efforts to give
Muslim law its real signficance and scope. Islam was often deformed and interpreted
in a sectarian and fanatical way, but the report showed that Islam was in fact
perfectly compatible with human rights. The report highlighted Morocco's democratic
system, and in particular the multiplicity of political parties and the enjoyment of
freedom of expre381on, which were absolutely necessary for the respect of human
rights.

11. Reports of States partles from the third world had to be examined within the
framework of that area; human rights in the third world could not be perceived in
the same way as, for instance, in the United States of America or the Federal Republic
of Germany. Democracy in Morocco, particularly with regard to equality between men
and women, had been carried to a reasonable point, beyond which in his view progress
would no longer be achieved. The question of equality of the sexes deserved
emphasis, since many people believed that women were oppressed under the Islamic
system; such opinions were evidence of a superficial understanding of Islam, which
in fact guaranteed women the same fundamental rights as men., On the matter of the
system of inheritance, which could appear at first view to be discriminatory, the
explanation given in the report was satisfactory in his opinion. In any case, a
person could modify that system by assigning to a female child a portion of the
estate which would place her on an equal footing with the male child.
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12, He noted with appreciation that the independence of judges was guaranteed in =~
Morocco; that was particularly importent for o developing nation, where those'in
power miglht be tempted to prevent .the exercise of fundamental human rights. He
further noteo that Morocco had not only ratified several international 1nutfuments,:
but wes moking them an 1ndlsputﬂble reality in Morocco, '

13, Several questions had come to mind in reading the report. First of all, in a -
country which had an official religion, Islam, did people of other religions, such
28 the Jewish and Christian minorities, have freedom of expression? Secondly, the
report stated-on poge 10 thet "the right of sppecl exists in 2ll cases which are
not expressly excluded by the low". Since the v»ight of appeal was the foundation
of the two-tiered system of justice, he would like to know which coses were
expressly‘éﬁoludéd by the 1aw.

14, On page 16 of the report, it was stated that "any person who has been. arresfed

by virtue of & warrant to appear,. and hos been detained for more than 24 hours in

a place of detention without being questioned, shsll be deemed to have been S
arbitrarily arrested". That description ﬂnplled more properly to a warrant for

arrest, since a warrant.to appear required a person to be brought before the

exomining mogistrate dimmediately. He would like to know whether that was oan error

or o particular feature of Moroccan legislation.,

15. With regord to aliens against whom an expulsion measure had been teken, he
aslied which authority was competent to make such decisions, and whether an alien
who had “pplled for review of his case to the Dir rectorate~General of the

Streté Nationale was granted a stay of execution while his cose was being decided.

16, With regard to article 14, 'arag“aph % (v), of the Covenant, he said that the

period during which an accused person wos held in custody should be a short one ‘

and asked whether accused persons in Morooco had the opportunity to communicate . .
freely with their counsel., In connectlon with article 131 of the Moroccan Code of’

Criminal Procedure, the report Gtmted on page 22, that "The preliminary investig atlon g

is mondatory only in criminal cases in the case of a minor offence, the
investigation may take place on ly unaem a special provision of the law." He
remerked that the preliminary investigation could be extremely useful and was even
obligatory for certain cases in some countries. He would like to know whether, in
the case of o minor or of a political.offence, for example, the accused could be
brought directly bvefore the competent court iﬂ the absence of o preliminary -
investigotion. In addition, he asked which orgsn supervised the criminal police,

17. The information concerning artiCle 16 of the Covenant indicated that there were
three systems relating to personal status in Mbrocco, the Moudawarina, which cpplled
to Muslimg; - Hebrew religious law, which appllea to Moroccan Jews; - ond the :
Moroccan Personal Status Code, which applied to Moroccans who were neither Muslims
nor Jews. He would like to know whethér, in Morocco, en attempt wa S‘béing made to
evolve a standardized personal status »égine by unlfylng those three systems through
& corpus of modefn low,
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18. 1In conclusion, he said that the laws of Morocco were formulated in an exemplary
way which faithfully reflected the sources of Muslim law. He believed that a
fruitful dialogue of mutual benefit to the Commlttee and the Government of Morocco
had begun. v

19. Sir Vincent EVANS said that Morocco's very substantial report was commendable,
and that the information given in it clearly demonstrated the progress with regard
to human rights which had been made in' that country since its accession to
independence.

20. On page 5 of the report the Committee was informed that, since the entry into:
force of the Covenant for Morocco on 5 August 1979, the provisions of the Covenant
had become an integral part of the internal public order, from which no derogation

could be admitted. The Committee's examination of some 40 reports by States partles
had shown that there were basically two ways of giving effect to the Covenant in
domestic legislation: 1in some States it was actually incorporated in domestic law
and became directly applicable, while in others domestic law was brought into
conformity with the Covenant. It would be useful to know which of those two systems
Morocco had followed. It seemed from the information given on page 5 of the report
that the provisions of the Covenant had been made an integral part of Moroccan law
and could be invoked before the courts by anyone who claimed that his rights under the
Covenant had been violated. However, there was no provision in the Constitution to
give effect to the Covenant. It might be that some special law had been enacted to do
so. In any case, some further explanation would be appreciated.

21, The Committee's function was to help the individual to safeguard his rights. It
was therefore essential that the individual should be aware of what his rights under
the Covenant were. Thus, it would be interesting to know whether the Covenant had
been given publicity in Morocco -in both the Arabic and Berber languages. Another
important consideration was that the police, prison and administrative authorities
should be aware of their obligations under the Covenant, Was such information
included in their training programmes?

22. He associated himself with the questions already asked by Mr, Bouziri regarding
article 21 of the Criminal Code. In any case, it seemed rather harsh in the present
day and age that mothers could be executed 40 days after they had given birth. :
Article 6, paragraph 6, of the Covenant clearly pointed towards the abolition of the
death penalty; he would like to know whether the Morcccan Government had given any
consideration to that possibility and what was the state of public opinion .in that .
respect.

23, Unfortunately, cases of ill-treatment of prisoners occurred in most, if not all,
countries and it was essential that there should be machinery to enforce the relevant
laws and regulations. He would like to know how effective were the supervisory
comnittees, established to monitor conditions in prisons and detention centres, which
were referred to on page 19 of the report. It appeared that, although they included
honorary members nominated by the Ministry of Justice, they consisted largely of
officials., T was very important for supervisory bodies of that kind to be
independent of the police and prison authorities. In many countries a system of
completely independent prison visitors existed. Had the Moroccan Government '
considered the possibility of instituting such a system, and could. the Committee be
assured that cases of ill-treatment were properly investigated?



CCPR/C/SR.328
page 6

24. The information given in respect of article 9 of the Covenant indicated that
a person might be arrested by virtue of a warrant. Some information on the
circumstances in which an arrest could be effected without a watrant would be
appreciated. Persons were normally arrested with a view to bringing them to trial
on criminal charges. Were there any persons detained for political reasons
without trial? If so, on what authority and for how long vere they detainedy and:
how was their detention justified in terms of articles 10 end 19 of the Covenant?

25. With regard to article 14 of the Covenant, he would like some more information o

on the power accorded to the Supreme Court to take over a case, irrespective of |

its nature or degree, on grounds of reasonable suspicion or public interest, as
well as some examples of how that power was exercised. Some further. 1nformatlon on.
the family and child protection associations mentioned in comnection with

articles 2% and 24 of the Covenant would also be welcome. »

26, In many countries a movement towards the complete emancipation of women and
their complete equality with men was taking place. . One result was that many more .
women were working outside the home for social and economic reasons. . That situation
could have consequences which were not always beneficial to children. It would

be interesting to know how that problem was being tackled in Morocco. .

27. Mr, TOMUSCHAT congratulated the Moroccan Government on its detailed and
well-ordered report. Although more information on any factors and difficulties
affecting the implementation of the Covenant would have been welcome, the report
was one of the best the Committee had received to date. .

28. He would, however, like to know what publicity the Covenant had been glven
in Morocco, and the languages in which it was available, with special reference
to Berber. It would also bé helpful to know whether the report now before the
Committee had been published in Morocco. Some further information on the. statuu
of the Covenant in Moroccan law, on the state of emergency, and on the past and

present implementation of the relevant constitutional provisions would & 1so be welcome;

29. The information given in the report on the remedies available in purouanoe of

article 2, paravlaph 3, of the Covenant was very summary and needed to be expanded.

For example, it would be helpful to know what remedy was available to a person who

vas refused a passport and whether there were administrative tribunals to deal with
complaints by individuals against the State.

30. Another important question vas whether Moroccan law contained provisions for
: the‘dissolution of political parties and trade unions and, if so, in what .
circumstances they could be dissolved and what remedies were available to them to
contegt the lawfulness of their dissolution.

31, The Moroccan Constitution,in articles 5-13, apparently made a deliberate
distinction between nationals and foreigners as far as the enjoyment of a number

of rights was concerned. Some of the restrictions on foreigners seemed questionable.
For example, article 13 of the Constitution guaranteed to all citizens, but not to
foreigners, the right to education. Some further information on articles 5~13 of
the Constitution in the light of articles 9 and 19 of the Covenant, where the

terms leveryone' and “anyone! included foreigners as well as nationals, would be
welcome.

-
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32, "Article 9 of thé Constitution indicated that the various freedoms enunciated
elsewhere in the text could be limited only by law, whereas article 19, paragraph 3,
of the Govenant was -more specific and made restrictions on the rights provided '
for in paragraph 2 of that article subject to circumstances in which they were
necessary for respect of the rights or reputations of others and for the '
protection of national security or of public order or of public health or morals.

It was very importarnt that the substance of liberty should be preserved at all
times ‘and that restrictions should always be the exception rather than the rule.

An explanation of the situation obtaining 1n Morocco in that respect would be
appreciated.

33, Further information on the Dahir of 1935 mentioned by Mr. Opsahl at the
previous meeting, as well as on court decisions handed down pursuwant to it, would
also be welcome, since it appeared that the act had: been interpreted too broadly
and might not be in conformity with the provisions regarding arbitrary arrest and
detention contained in article 9 of the Covenant. He would be particularly
interested to know whether any members of parliament were currently under arrest,

34, The information relating to article 9, paragraph 5, of the Covenant was

unclear., With regard to the statement that "Compensation may be obtained under

the terms of the Dahir of 12 August 1913 ... particularly.in cases where the
liability is criminal or quasi-criminal', he said that normally it was not a
guestion of the personal responsibility of the official who had carried out the
arrest or exceeded his authority, Article 9, paragraph 5, was intended to establish
the objéctive responsibility of the State in cases where a person was the subject

of an illegal'act or persecution.

25 Wlth respeot to article 13 of the Covenant, the Commlttee was informed that
persons against whom expulsion was pronounced mlght lodge an appeal. However,
there was a difference between an appeal and the remedy provided in article 13
which called for a formal, standardized procedure which would enable an alien to
put forward the reasons against his expulsion.

36, With regard to article 14 of the Covenant, he would like to know whether

there were any special rules for exceptional procedures, for example where
proceedings were instituted against a large number of persons, and whether the
judges considered each person as a separate case. In his opinicn, separate trials
should be held in such a situation.

37. As to article 14, paragraph 3 (a), of the Covenant, the information prov1ded
made no mention of the question of language. It was clear, howeVer, that
language difficulties might arise and he would like to know what méasures were
envisaged to cover such a possibility. - The same comment applied to the section
of the report concerning article 14, paregraph 3 (f); the information supplied
was not complete, since it made no reference to the free provision of the SOTVlceS
of an interpreter.

38, On the basis of the information given with regard to article 14, paragraph 6,
on the right to compensation, there seecmed to be some inconsigtency between
Moroccan legislation and the provisions of the Covenant, Article 620 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure stated that "The new verdict establishing the innocence

of the convicted person may, at his request, award him damages to compensate for
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the injuries done to him by the conviction', whereas the Covenant stated that 'the
person.who has suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be
compensated according to law". He recognized that, in practice, there might

be no conflict because compensation would be awarded whenever there was no- element
of doubt. In any event, he would welcome clarification in that regard. :

39." With respect to article 18 of the Covenant, he asked what was the meaning of
the constitutional provision which stated that "Islam is the religion of the State'.
The Committee had considered reports from other countries in which Protestantism
was the State religion and it had reached the conclusion that such a situation

was compatible with the Covenant to the extent that there was no discrimination
against persons practising other religions. He would like to know whether, in

the case of Morocco, other religions were mercly tolerated or whether they were
placed on'an equal footing by law..

40. He thought that additional information was also necessary in order to evaluate
the situation regarding implementation of article 19 of the Covenant. The gist of
the "article was that the individual should have the right to engage in a public
discussion on public matters, including criticism of Government bodies, for such a
right was most helpful for the general welfare of the community. He would like to
know whether the crime of ldse-majesté existed and whether the Dahir of 1935 had
ever been applled to silence persons who dld not agree with the Government.

41, With regard to artlcle 22 of the Covenant he asked what system applied to
trade unions and what was the current status of the Democratic Labour Confederation,
which did not seem to agree with the Government. Some clarification.was necessary
in that regard, since the events of June hiad centred around a general strike.

While the right to strike was affirmed in a parallel Covenant, it was not unlimited
and he would like to know what restrictions were placed on its exercise in Morocco,.

42, Mr, PRADO VALIEJO expressed his gratitude to the Government of Morocco for its
excellent report,

43, He would likc to know whether a Morocuan citizen who believed that he had been
improperly treated by a public authority could invoke the provisions of the
Covenant before a competent court., He would also like to know whether publlolty
was being given to the Covenant in Morocco,.

44. He welcomed the statement in the report that the incorporation of international
legal provisions into Moroccan legislation showed that, in certain areas, Moroccan
legislation gave precedence to international law over internal law, He would like
to know, however, what were the areas in which international law did not have
precedenoe._’ On a related point, he noted the statement in the report that "Save

as provided for in duly published 1nternatlonal conventions, activities included

in the list to be established by decree shall be exercised only by Moroccan
phy81oal or juridical persons" He would like to know what were the activities
that could be exercised only by Moroccans.

~
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45. 1In the.information given on page 11 concerning the inheFitance .zedeived by. .
women, it was stated that a woman could inherit only half +the share of her brother,
since it was the man who was obliged to provide a marriage dowry and who bore all
the costs of maintaining the household. That explanation was not satisfactory,
however, .in.the case of an uwnmarried woman. He would like %o know how such-a-
distingtion. could be reconciled with the statement on the previcus page. of the
report that the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all ‘civil and
political rights was fully reflected in the- Morocoan Constltutlon. :

46. Referring to the penultlmate paragraph on page 15¢ he requested clarifieation
of the statement that a number of crimes and offences were removed from -the.
Jurisdiction of the ordinary courts and transferred to that of mllltary trlbunals.

47, Wlth regard to article 398 of the Moroccan Crlmlnal Code, Wthh related to

‘the death penalty, he would like %o know whether views had been expressed in.

offigial circles in-Moroooo in favour of the abolition of»capital,punishment;_-w

48, "As to the information on page 16 of the report to the effect that, 'in an
emergency, a warrant for arrest might be published by every available means, he
would :like to know what were the means in question, in what cases they were used
and whether they included the radio and the press.

49. With respect to article 13 of the Covenant he asgked what remedies were
available to allens under Moroccan 1eg1slatlon to prevent expu1s1on.

50. Referring to the lnformatlon on:article 16 of the Covenant he oald he found
it difficult to understand from the legal standpoint why Moroccanu who were neither
Muslims nor Jews were subject to the Moroccan Personal Status Code. He would
weloome clarification . oonoernlnD that situation, which appeared to be unfalr.

51._ He also requested olarlflcatlon regardlng the information contalned in the
ninth paragraph on page 26 of the report, because the paragraph gave the. impression
that discrimination was practised against non-Moroccans who were not allowed to
acquire farm land or land intended for farming outside city boundaries.. 'He would
also like to know why prior authorization was required for the practice of the
liberal professions and who granted such authorization. . It would also be useful
if members could be informed of any remedies that were available to persons who

felt that they were unfairly affected by such a restrlotlon.

52.; W1th respect to the statement in conneotlon w1th artlole 18 of the Covenant
that "freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such

"
he failed to see vhy an individual's beliefs, which was essentially a personal
matter, should be subject to restrictions because.of publlo Safety.

53.. In. relation to article 22. of the Covenant, the statement that any agsociation
"degigned to impair the integrity of the terrltory of . the nation oxr the monarchical
form of the State shall be null and void'", prompted him to:ask whether a citizen who
expressed the view that Morocco should become a republic would be considered to have
committed an offence. He believed that to regard the expression of such an
opinion as a crime would be contrary to the provisions of the Covenant.

H
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54.. My, HERDOCTA ORTEGA oommended the Government of Morocco on its excellent
-report.

55. He would welcome further information concerning the situation in Morocco with
respect to tradé union freedoms. . The list of ratifications which appeared on '
page 2 of the report made no mention of ILO Conventions Nos. 11, 98 and 105, yet
those conventions, which were generally regarded as being among the most important
adopted by ILO, appeared in the ILO's records as having been ratified by Morocco.- -
Moreover, in the section of the report relating to articles 21 and 22 of the

Covenant, it was stated that the right of ‘assembly was safeguarded by the Dahir of

15 November 1958 and that freedom of association was protected by article 9 of the
Constitution. However, he understood that an Expert Committee concerned with the
implementation of ILO conventions had been called upon to deal with allegatlons

regarding violations of trade union rlghte in Morocco pursuant to

ILO Conventions Nos. 29 and 105. In addltlon, ILO Convention No, 87

concerning Freedom of ‘Association had apparéntly not been ratified by Mbrocco.-

56. In comnection with article 6 of the Covenant, concerning the right to life, :

he asked whethér there was any prlvate movement or campaign in Morocco for. the
abolition of thé death pendlty and vhat wa.s the attitude of the authorltles towards
the death penalty.

57. In connection with article 7 of the- Covenant he noted that article 10 of the
Moroccan Constitution provided that "No one>shall be liable to arrest, ‘detention or
punishment, save in the cases and in the manner prescribed by law" He agked
whether that meant that the law prov1ded for the punlshment of detalnees in certain
‘instances and what were the cases in which ‘punishment’ oould be lawfully applled.wf

58. He then referred to a number of allegations oonoerning violations of human rights
in Morocco. In doing so, he in no way meant to incriminate the Government of Morocco
but 51mply to clarify the gituation and to lay those charges t0 rest if they were
false. Firstly, although article 129 of the Code of Criminal Prooedure prov1ded

that the examining magistrate could prohlblt oommunlcatlon by a' detalnee for’ a o
period of only 10 days, renewable for one further perlod of 10 days, there were:‘
numerous allegations to the effect that the incommunicado régime had in some ‘cases
been applied for several months and,.on oocas1on; for over one year. Secondly,
notwithstanding the requlrement in article 7 of the: ‘Covenant that no one should be
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,’

there had been reports of prlsoners being given electric shock treatment, burnt with
cigarettes and so forth. He asked for information concerning any spe01f1o cases

in which penalties had been imposed for ill- treatment of prisoners as a result of

‘ proceedings brought by the Minister of Justice or the King's proseoutor or in which
complaints regarding such ill-treatment -had been made by private individuals. In
connection with -forced or involuntary disappearances, a particularly sinister form

of violation of humaen rights, he understood that some 30 cases had been brought s
before the Minister of the Interior and the Minister of Justice of Morocco and that
a further 63 complaints had been made conoernlng alleged 1nvoluntary dlsappearances
in southern Morocco and in Western Sahara.

~
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59." He was not sure whether the provisions of Moroccan 1aw7regarding‘imprisonmént
for debt, and particularly the provisions of the Dahir of 21 August 1935, were
con51stent with article 11 of the Covenant.

60. In“conclusion,.he asked whether Mbrooco had any private organizationsy
recognized by the State, which were concerned with the promotion and protection
of human rlghts.

,61. Mr HANGA said that Morocco had submitted a.very full report which conformed

to the Committee's guidelines.

62.. He agked whether, in the event of an inconsistency between the Moroccan
Constitution and the Covenant, there was a legal obligation to’ amend the text of
the Constitution to bring it 1nto llne with the Covenant. :

63, Reference was made on page 9 of the report to a number of remedies available
to persons whose rights had been violated. In that connection, he asked whether
an individual could invoke those or other remedies when the v1olatlon of his rlghts
resulted not from an act but from an omlss1on. : :

64. Concernlng article 3 of the Covenant he requested information on the Tole of
women in political life and in the struggle for peace, a question which had been
dealt with in a General Agsembly resolution of 1975. He would also welcome
information on the Dahir of 1 September 1939, which did not appear to be fully

-consigtent with the provisions of artlcle 4 of the Covenant.

65. With respeot to article 6 of the Covenant, he asked whether there were any"
legal provigiong in Morocco relating to public health and occupational safety.

66, In connection with article 9 of the Covenant, he would 1like to know whether
there were any procedures for speeding up trials in Morocco and what' was the basis
of criminal liability in Moroccan law.

67, He doubted whether Morocco's existing legislation met the requirements of
article 11 of the Covenant.

68. In comnection with articles 13 and 14 of the Covenant, he asked whether
Moroccan law recognized the right of asylum and whether there were special courts to
deal with labour disputes and special courts for juvenile delinquents. Concerning
article 16, he asked whether the recognition of every individual as a person before
the law began at birth or at conception. As to article 18 of the Covenant, he
requested information concerning the role of parents or guardians in ensuring the
religious and moral education of children.,

69. Noting that article 9 of the Moroccan Constitution guaranteed freedom of
expression in all its forms, he asked whether that freedom was subject to any of
the restrictions provided for in article 19 of the Covenant and, if so, what those
restrictions were,

70+ He agreed with other members that the requirements of article 20 of the
Covenant, and especially its first paragraph, were not fully met by
Moroccan legislation.
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71. In connection with articles 22, 23 and 24.of the Covenant, he asked whether
trade unions in Morocco played a polltlcal as. well as an..economic role, whether-
the family was protected by fiscal and social. leglslatlon, whether parental
authority was exercised by the father, the mother or both, and whether such
authority could be restricted when it was exercised improperly.. Some information
on the status of 1lleg1t1mate children would also be welcome. : *

72. Finally, in connection with article 25 of the Covenant, he asked whether the
,communal and provincial councils represented the power of the State, 1n whlch .case
their 'scope for action would obviously be very broad. :

13. Mr. AL DOURI said he was particularly happy-to note the wide range of legal
prov151ons referred to in Morocco's report, since third world countries were
constantly being accused of disregarding human rights. However, he asked whether
the Government of Morocco had experienced any difficulties in applylng those
prov1s1ons fully. . .

‘74} More 1nformatlon should ‘have been glven on the situation regardlng lnherltance.
In Islamic countries, the fact that men were entitled to inherit a greater share
than women derived from the legal obllgatlon of men to provide life-~-long financial
support. to women, an obligation which extended even to the cousins of the woman
concerned., L :

.75 Referrlng to the Dahir of 6 September 1958 mentioned on page 26 of the report,
he 82id that a similar system applied in Iraq. It was the spirit of Islam that the
customs of other religions, including the Jewish and Christian religions, should be
scrupulously respected, and the arrangements described were merely designed to.
ensure such respect.

76. In conclusion, he requested additional information on the political role . .
of women in Morocoo. :

The meeting roge at 6.05 p.m.




