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The m ee ting  was c a l l e d  to  o rd e r  a t  p.m.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES UNDER ARTICLE 40 OF THE 
COVENANT : INITIAL REPORTS OF STATES PARTIES DUE IN 1977 (agenda item  4 ) ( c o n t in u e d )

B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR (CCPR/C/1/Add.27) ( c o n t in u e d )

1 . ■ The CHAIRMAN s a id  t h a t  s e v e r a l  members o f  th e  Committee had r e q u e s te d  th a t
th e  r e p l i e s  o f  Governments sh o u ld  be rep ro d u ced  i n  a s  d e t a i l e d  a  manner as
p o s s ib le  i n  th e  summary r e c o r d s .  I f  th e r e  was no o b je c t i o n ,  he would ta k e  i t
t h a t  th e  Committee d ec id ed  t h a t  t h a t  would be done f o r  th e  r e p l y  o f  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.

2. I t  was so d e c id e d .

3 . At th e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  th e  Chairman, Mr. S ta n k e v i tc h  (B y e lo ru s s ia n  S o v ie t
S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic )  and Mr. Maksimov (B y e lo ru s s ia n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic )  
to o k  a  p la c e  a t  th e  Committee t a b l e .

4 . Mr. STANKEVITCH (B y e lo ru s s ia n  J o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R ep u b lic )  s a id  t h a t  he had  n o te d  
w ith  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th e  i n t e r e s t  e x p re s s e d  by  th e  Committee i n  h i s  c o u n t r y ’ ¡3 r e p o r t .
He would do h i s  b e s t  to  r e p l y  to  a l  th e  q u e s t io n s  w hich had been  r a i s e d .

5. Many members o f  th e  Committee had p u t  q u e s t io n s  reg a rd in g ' th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  
l e g i s l a t i v e  system  and th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betw een  th e  Covenant and th e  dom estic  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  oSR. Under a r t i c l e  71 o f  th e  S o v ie t  C o n s t i tu t i o n ,  
th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR ?ras one o f  15 f e d e r a te d  r e p u b l i c s  u n i t e d  i n  th e  Union o f  
S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l ic s .  The p ro v is io n s ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  
USSR b u t  a l s o  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, which had been  adop ted  
by th e  Supreme S o v ie t  o f  B y e lo ru s s ia  and to o k  i n t o  acco u n t th e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  
o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  were a p p l i c a b l e  i n  B y e lo ru ss ia ,.  The l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  ‘USSR
and the, l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR a l s o  had e q u a l  v a l i d i t y  i n  th e  
R e p u b l ic .  The C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  USSR had d e f in e d  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  
Union and t h a t  o f  th e  Union R e p u b l ic s .  A r t i c l e  73 l i s t e d  th e  a r e a s  w hich f e l l  
w i th in  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  USSR; th e  R ep u b lic  d id  n o t  l e g i s l a t e  i n  th o se  : 
a r e a s .  F o r example, th e  USSR law  on com pulsory  m i l i t a r y  s e r v ic e  a p p l ie d  d i r e c t l y  
i n  B y e lo ru s s ia  s in c e  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  defence  and d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  armed f o r c e s  
o f  th e  USSR were w i th in  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  USSR. The e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  
th e  fundam ental p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  Union o f  th e  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  
R e p u b lic s  and th e  Union R ep u b lic s  f e l l  w i th in  th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  USSR.
The Supreme S o v ie t  o f  th e  USSR had  e n a c te d  an e n t i r e  s e r i e s  o f  b a s ic  r u l e s ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  fundam enta l p r i n c i p l e s  o f  c i v i l  a,nd c r im in a l  law , o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t i o n  
o f  th e  j u d i c i a r y  and o f  c i v i l  and  c r im in a l  p ro c e d u re .  Those b a s ic  r u l e s ,  among 
o th e r s ,  g u a ra n te e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s is te n c y  th ro u g h o u t th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  USSR 
and t h a t  o f  th e  Union R e p u b l ic s .  In  acco rdance  w ith  th o s e  r u l e s ,  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR had  ado p ted  i t s  own l e g i s l a t i o n  and codes which r e f l e c t e d  th e  
b a s i c  r u l e s  and ad a p te d  them to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  o f  B y e lo ru ss ia ,.  O utside  
th e  a r e a s  in d i c a t e d  i n  a r t i c l e  73 o f  th e  USSR C o n s t i tu t i o n ,  th e  R ep ub lic  e x e r c i s e d  
co m p le te ly  in d ep en d en t s o v e re ig n  power i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r y .  A r t i c l e  7 0  o f  th e  
C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR l i s t e d  th e  a r e a s  which f e l l  w i th in  th e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  in c lu d in g  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.
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6 . Under a r t i c l e  74 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n ,  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR e n te r e d  i n t o  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . I t  met th e  o b l i g a t i o n s . incum bent upon i t  th ro u g h  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t i e s .  The .p ro v is io n s  o f  th o s e  t r e a t i e s  and o th e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
in s t ru m e n ts  were' not. always r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  i n  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  and i n  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Where t h a t  was th e  cade , th e  R ep u b lic  took  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
and o th e r  m easures n e c e s s a ry  to  en su re  : t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n .

7• The Covenant had  been  p u b l is h e d  and was a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  R ep ub lic  
i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  language  and i n  R u ss ia n .  C i t i z e n s  cou ld  s tu d y  i t  f r e e  o f ' charge 
i n  th e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  o f . t h e  R ep ub lic  i n  the. la n g u a g e ' o f  any o f  th e  Union R ep u b lic s  
i f  th e y  d id  n o t  th em se lves  have th e  t e x t .

8 .  H r .  Hanga had  asked  f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  l e g a l  t r a i n i n g  g iv e n  to  c i t i z e n s  i n  a l l  
g e n e ra l - e d u c a t io n  s c h o o ls .  P u p i l s  i n  t h e i r  e ig h th  y e a r  o f  secondary  e d u c a t io n  devo ted  
35 h o u rs  to  s tu d y in g  th e  fundam ental p r i n c i p l e s  o f  law  and th o se  i n  t e c h n ic a l  sch o o ls  
25 h o u r s .  S tuden ts , a t  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n a l  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  o th e r  th a n  law s c h o o ls ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  th o s e  a t  v a r io u s  s p e c i a l i z e d  secondary  s c h o o ls ,  devo ted  betw een 28 and 110 ho u rs  
to  such s tudy .. C o l l e c t iv e s  o rg a n iz e d  r e g u l a r  e v en in g  c o u r s e s ,  i n  que s t io n -a n d -a n sw e r  
form, on l e g a l  t o p i c s .  Law c o u rse s  were in c lu d e d  i n  t e a c h e r s '  r e f r e s h e r  programmes.
I n  ev e ry  re g io n  and ev e ry  town, c o n s u l t a t i o n s  on l e g a l  q u e s t io n s  had  been o rg a n iz e d  by 
th e  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s .  There were c u r r e n t ly  917 c o n s u l t a t i o n  c e n t r e s '  o f  t h a t  k in d  i n  
th e  R e p u b l ic .  Lawyers were i n  charge o f  t h a t  i n s t r u c t i o n . -  On 1 Ja n u a ry  1978, 296 
even in g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  te a c h in g  law on a  c o l l e c t i v e  b a s i s  had  been i n  o p e ra t io n  i n  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, and more th a n  50 ,000 s tu d e n t s  had  been  e n r o l l e d  in ' t h e i r  c o u r s e s .
I n . 1977> law y ers  i n  th e  R ep u b lic  h ad  p u b l i s h e d  6 ,884  a r t i c l e s  i n  jo u r n a l s  and rev iew s 
a n d  h ad  made 2 ,312  s ta te m e n ts  on th e  r a d io  and 188 on t e l e v i s i o n .

9 . The members o f  th e  Committee had  r e q u e s te d  an example o f  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y  on m a rr ia g e  and th e  fa m ily  whose p ro v is io n s  would be a p p l ie d  
d i r e c t l y  i n  B y e lo ru s s ia -w i th o u t  h a v in g  been  in c o r p o ra te d  i n t o  dom estic  l e g i s l a t i o n , .
The T re a ty  co n ce rn in g  L ega l A id i n  C iv i l  and C rim ina l Cases concluded  betw een th e  USSR 
and th e  P o l i s h  P e o p le 's  R ep u b lic  was a  good exam ple. Under t h a t  t r e a t y ,  th e  o rgans  o f  
th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR e n te r e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e i r  P o l i s h  c o u n te r p a r t s .
The p r o v i s i o n s •o f  t h a t  t r e a t y  co n ce rn in g  f a n i l y  r e l a t i o n s  were a p p l ie d  d i r e c t l y  i n  
B y e lo r u s s ia .

10 . Many members o f  th e  Committee, in c lu d in g  Mr., Mora Rojas," Mr. Hanga, Mr.. L a l la h  and 
Mr. Tomuschat, had  r e f e r r e d  to  q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  to  a r t i c l e  2 o f  th e  Covenant. As th e  
r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d ,  a r t i c l e  32 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR c l e a r l y  
a f f i rm e d  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR b e fo re  th e  
law  w ith o u t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  and was f u l l y  i n  acco rdance  w i t h - a r t i c l e  2 -of th e  Covenant,
I t  c o n ta in e d  a lo n g  l i s t  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  to  w hich th e  g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e q u a l i t y  a p p l ie d ,  
and s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR were a l s o  eq u a l b e fo re  th e  law 
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n v ic t io n s .  A r t i c l e  47 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR developed  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  by a f f i r m in g  th e  r i g h t  o f  c i t i z e n s  to  c r i t i c i z e  
any shortcom ings i n  th e  work o f  S ta te , b o d ie s  and s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and c l e a r l y  
p r o h i b i t i n g  th e  p e r s e c u t io n  o f  th o s e  who ex p re s se d  such c r i t i c i s m .  The t e x t  d e c la re d  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ;  " P e r s e c u t io n  f o r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  p r o h i b i t e d . . P e rso n s  g u i l t y  o f  such 
p e r s e c u t io n  s h a l l  be c a l l e d  to  a c c o u n t . "
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11 . The q u e s t io n  o f  th e  r i g h t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  o th e r  Union R ep u b lic s  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  
o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR had  been  r a i s e d .  A r t i c l e  31 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR p ro v id e d  t h a t  " C i t i z e n s  o f - o t h e r  Union R ep u b lic s  r e s i d i n g  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  
o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR en jo y  eq u a l r i g h t s  as- w i th  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR,”
Undèr th e  same a r t i c l e  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n ,  i n  acc o rdance  with- th e  u n ifo rm  f e d e ra l ,  
c i t i z e n s h i p  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a r t i c l e  33 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  USSR, ev e ry  c i t i z e n  o f
th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR was a  c i t i z e n  o f  th e  USSR,

12 . W ith re g a rd  to  a r t i c l e  34 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  -of th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, -Mr, L a l la h  
had  asked  ab o u t th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  any advocacy o f  n a t i o n a l  e x c lu s iv e n e s s .  . I n  e s s e n c e ,  
t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  m eant t h a t  advocacy o f  th e  concep t o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  one n a t io n  over 
o th e r s  was fo rb id d e n .  I t  was one o f  th e  g u a ra n te e s  o f  th e  l e g a l  e q u a l i t y  o f  c i t i z e n s  .
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y .  That p r o h i b i t i o n  had  n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  r i g h t
o f  n a t io n s  to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

13» R e f e r r in g  to  a r t i c l e  6 o f  th e  Covenant, Mr. Mora R o ja s ,  Mr. O psah l, Mr. B a l la h ,
Mr, Tomuschat, Mr, G ra e f r a th  and o th e r  members o f  th e  Committee had  re q u e s te d  a d d i t i o n a l  
in fo rm a t io n  r e g a rd in g  th e  a p p l ic a t io n ,  o f  th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty  in  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, . 
th e  crim es w hich were p u n is h a b le  by d e a t h , what was m eant by "crim es a g a in s t ;  th e  S ta te "  
and p o s s i b le  m easures tow ards th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty  in- th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  
SSR, Mr. G ra e f ra th  had  a l s o  ex p re s se d  i n t e r e s t  i n  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  and th e  e f f o r t s  
made by th e  S ta t e  to  red u ce  i t .

14* I n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty  was a l lo w ed  as  an  e x c e p t io n a l  c r im in a l  
m e asu re ,p en d in g  i t s  a b o l i t i o n  ( a r t i c l e  22 o f  th e  C rim ina l Code o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR).
The words "pend ing  i t s  a b o l i t i o n "  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e r e  were moves i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR 
t o  e l im in a te  i t .  The Code a l s o  p ro v id e d  t h a t  i t  m igh t be r e p la c e d  by d e p r i v a t i o n  o f
l i b e r t y  f o r  "crim es a g a i n s t  th e  S t a t e " ,  l i s t e d  i n  th e  C rim inal Code as  t r e a s o n
( a r t i c l e  6 ) ,  e sp ionage  ( a r t i c l e  6 2 ) ,  t e r r o r i s m  ( a r t i c l e  63) ,  and t e r r o r i s t  a c t s  com mitted 
a g a i n s t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a  f o r e ig n  S t a t e .  T h e .d e a th  p e n a l ty  m igh t a l s o  be a p p l ie d  
to  su p p re s s  b a n d i t r y  ( a r t i c l e  74 o f  th e  C rim ina l Code), p rem ed ita ted , m urder w ith  
a g g ra v a t in g  c irc u m sta n c e s  ( a r t i c l e  100 o f  th e  C rim ina l Code), and gang ra p e  o r  rap e  
com mitted by a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  dangerous r e c i d i v i s t  ( a r t i c l e  I I 5 of. th e  C rim ina l Code).
Only th e  h ig h e r  c o u r t s  ( r e g io n a l  c o u r t s  and th e  Supreme C ourt o f  th e  R ep u b lic )  were 
com petent to  t r y  c r im in a l  c a se s  w hich cou ld  in v o lv e  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  d e a th  p e n a l ty .
In  p r a c t i c e ,  sen te n c e  o f  d e a th  was pronounced  on ly  v e ry  r a r e l y  and th e  number o f
e x e c u t io n s  was l i m i t e d  th ro u g h  e x e r c i s e  o f  the. r i g h t  o f  pardon  by th e  P res id iu m  o f  t h e . 
Supreme S o v ie t  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.

1 5 , Mr. Tomuschat had  asked  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  exam ple. o f  an  in s t a n c e  i n  w hich se n te n c e  o f  
d e a th  -had been  pronounced f o r  a  crime a g a i n s t  th e  S t a t e ,  No crim e a g a i n s t  th e  S ta t e  had 
been ''com m itted  on th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR f o r  th e  l a s t  10 o r  15 y e a r s .  
However, on 11 A ugust 1978 th e  Supreme .Court o f  B y e lo r u s s ia  had  condemned to  d e a th  by ■ 
s h o o t in g ,  f o r  t r e a s o n ,  two B y e lo ru s s ia n s  who d u r in g  th e  Second World War had  b e t r a y e d  
t h e i r  c o u n try  by e n l i s t i n g  i n  an  SS b a t t a l i o n  and had  p a r t i c i p a t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  o p e ra t io n s  
f o r  th e  mass e x te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  M insk. They had  been  d is c o v e re d  on ly  
r o c e n t ly  b ecause  th e y  had  been l i v i n g  w i th  f a l s e  i d e n t i t y  p a p e rs  s in c e  th e  w ar. I t  
shou ld  be n o te d  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  pardon  th e  in d i v id u a l s  concerned  had  n o t  
d en ied  th e  f a c t s .
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16 . In fa n t -  m o r t a l i t y  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  lo w er  i n  the  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR th a n  i n  many 
o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  i n  th e  w o rld ; t h a t  was due to  the  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  S t a t e , which 
a p p l ie d  a 's y s te m  o f  m easures to  p r o t e c t  th e  l i f e  and h e a l t h  o f  m other and c h i ld ,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  due to  f r e e  s p e c i a l i z e d  m ed ica l a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  m other and c h i ld .
At th e  same t im e , w ork ing  c o n d i t io n s  had  been made e a s i e r . f p r  m o th e rs .  For exam ple , 
p re g n a n t  women were g r a n te d  m a te rn i ty  le a v e  w i th  f u l l  p ay , .56 days b e fo re  and 56 days 
a f t e r  confinem ent ( a r t i c l e  165 o f  the  Labour Code). ,  The law p r o h ib i t e d  t r a v e l  on 
m is s io n  and n ig h t  work f o r  p re g n a n t  women., P ro v is io n  f o r  o th e r  b e n e f i t s  had  a l s o  
been  made i n  a r t i c l e s  I 6 0 , l 6 l ,  162, l 6 j ,  I 64 and 169 o f  .the Labour Code o f  the 
B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR. I t  sh o u ld  a l s o  be p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  .average l i f e  ex p ec tan cy  i n  the  
B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR was 76 y e a r s  f o r  women and 72 f o r  men.

17. Mr. L a l la h  had  asked  i f  i t  would n o t  be p o s s ib le  to  p ro v id e  f o r  men and 
women c o n d i t io n s  comparable to  th o se  r e l a t i n g  to  c h i ld  care., A case  w hich had  
o c c u rre d  i n  B y e lo ru s s ia  m ight be c i t e d  i n  r e p l y .  A woman had  d ie d  i n  c h i ld b i r th . ,  
b u t  h e r  c h i ld  had  s u rv iv e d .  Under th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR 
( a r t i c l e  165 o f  the  Labour Code) , th e  m other was e n t i t l e d  to  le a v e  a f t e r  
c h i l d b i r t h .  - S ince  the  m other was dead , th e  f a t h e r  o f  th e  c h i ld  had  r e q u e s te d  i t -  
f o r  h im s e l f .  The C ouncil o f  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Trade U nions, w hich had  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  
m a t te r s  o f  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  had  ag ree d  to  the  f a t h e r ' s  r e q u e s t .  That was an, 
e x c e p t io n a l  c a s e ,  b u t  i t  c r e a te d  a  p re c e d e n t .

1 8 . Mr. Opsahl and Mr. Tomuschat had  r a i s e d  th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e ' 
human r i g h t s  o f  a r r e s t e d  p e rs o n s  and c o n v ic te d  p e rso n s  i n  d e t e n t io n  and o f  the  
p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s u b je c t io n  to  t o r t u r e  o r  c r u e l  o r  inhuman t r e a tm e n t .  I n  the  
B y e lo ru ss ia n  -SSR, b o th  l e g i s l a t i o n  and th e  p r a c t i c e  co m p le te ly  p re c lu d e d  c r u e l t y  o r  
inhuman o r  h u m i l i a t i n g  b e h a v io u r  tow ards p e rs o n s  i n  d e t e n t io n ,  s in c e  the  c o n v ic t io n  
p r e v a i l e d  t h a t  a  s t r i c t  sense  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and j u s t i c e , l i n k e d  w i th  r e s p e c t  
f o r  th e  in h e r e n t  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  human p e r s o n ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  s u r e s t  means o f  
s t r e n g th e n in g  th e  l e g a l  o rd e r .

19 . The l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  fo rc e  r e q u i r e d  exam ining  m a g i s t r a t e s  s t r i c t l y  to  conform 
to  a l l  the  r u l e s  o f  c r im in a l  p ro c e d u re  and to  r e s p e c t  a l l  r i g h t s  o f  th e  defence 
( a r t i c l e s  48 and 49 o f  th e  Code o f  C rim inal P rocedure  -of th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR).
I t  was a  c r im in a l  o ffe n c e  to  fo rc e  an  accu sed  p e rso n  to  g ive  ev idence  o r  to  s u b je c t  
h in  to  o th e r  m easures o f  c o n s t r a i n t .  The l e g a l  p ro v is io n s  w hich fo rb ad e  
t o r t u r e  and c ru e l ' and h u m i l i a t i n g  t r e a tm e n t  a l s o  a p p l ie d  to  c o n v ic te d  p e rso n s  
s e rv in g  t h e i r  s e n te n c e s .  A r t i c l e  1 o f  th e  C o r re c t io n a l  Labour Code o f  the  R epublic ' 
s t a t e d ;  "The e x e c u t io n  o f  th e  sen te n ce  does n o t  have th e  purpose  o f  c a u s in g  the  
accu sed  p h y s ic a l  s u f f e r i n g  o r  d eg rad in g  h i s  human d i g n i t y . " The S ta t e  and i t s  
organs d id  n o t  avenge th e  crime b u t  ad o p ted  m easures desig riëd  to  r e h a b i l i t a t e  th e  
g u i l t y  p e rso n .,

20. I t  shou ld  be added t h a t  th e  regime i n  fo rc e  i n  p la c e s  o f  d e te n t io n  p re c lu d e d  
a r b i t r a r y  m easu re s .  I t  was s t r i c t l y  governed  -by th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  
c r im in a l  law and-by  -the i n t e r n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  p e n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A r t i c l e  10 
o f  th e  C o r r e c t io n a l  Labour Code s t a t e d ;  "The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  c o r r e c t i o n a l  la b o u r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  be e n t i r e l y  b ased  on s t r i c t  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  la w s .  The o f f i c i a l s
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o f  th e se  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  o b s e r v i n g . l e g a l i t y , i n  t h e i r  a c t s . 11 . I t  
should- a l s o  be p o in te d  o u t  t h a t ,  u n d er  a r t i c l e  Ü  .of th e  C orrectional.. Labour Code 
o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  th e  p r o c u r a to r s  were bound to  en su re  t h a t  th e  law s were s t r i c t l y  
a p p l ie d ,  i n  c a r r y in g  o u t  th e  s e n te n c e s  o f  th e  co u rts ,.  The p r o c u r a to r s  were r e q u i r e d  
to  a d o p t . i n  good tim e m e a s u re s . to  p re v e n t  and e l im in a te  a l l  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  th e  law 
and' to  b r in g  th e  g u i l t y  p a r t i e s . t o  j u s t i c e . M oreover, under . a r t i c l e  115 o f  the  
Code, . s u p e rv iso ry ,  commissions made up o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t r a d e  u n io n  : 
o rg a n iz a t io n s , . .  the  Komsomols and o th e r  s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and w o rk e rs ' 
c o l l e c t i v e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n . t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and r e - e d u c a t io n  o f  c o n v ic te d  
p e rs o n s  and i n  e x e r c i s in g  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  o v er  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t e s  ; 
and "organs r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  c a r r y in g  o u t  th e  s e n te n c e s  o f  the c o u r t s .

21. I n  connexion w i th  a r t i c l e  8 o f  th e  Covenant, f o u r  q u e s t io n s  had  been  asked  
by Mr. Hanga, S i r  V in cén t E vans, Mr. Opsahl and Mr. Tomuschat. Those q u e s t io n s  
r e l a t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  to  tiie r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  e x i s t e d  betw een th e  o b l i g a t i o n  to  
woi?k and a r t i c l e  8 o f  th e  Covenant ; ' the  f r e e  cho ice  o f  work; o r ,  i n  o th e r  w ords, 
how a r t i c l e .  3-8 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  R ep ub lic  was a p p l ie d  i n  p r a c t i c e ;  -. . )
w h ether th e  r i g h t  o f  a  p e rs o n  n o t  to  work e x i s t e d  i n  th e  R e p u b l i c a n d  w h e th e r  , 
th e r e  was. a  r i g h t  to  le a v e  a  c o l l e c t i v e  fa rm . Mr. Hanga had  a l s o  a sk ed < about; th e  
r i g h t  o f  .the a d m in i s t r a t io n  and o f  the w orker to  te rm in a te  a  c o n t r a c t  o f  
employment,

22. I n  s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e ty ,  work was an o b l i g a t i o n  o f  honour f o r  e v e ry  c i t i z e n .   ̂
Under a r t i c l e .  8 o f  th e  Covenant, i t  was th e  normal c i v i l  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  a  man. 
capab le  o f  working.. Tha.t o b l i g a t i o n ,  a s  p ro v id e d  f o r  i n  a r t i c l e  J8 o f  th e  
C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  was f u l l y  i n  con fo rm ity  w i th  a r t i c l e  8 o f  th e  
Covenant. I n  c o n d i t io n s  o f  s o c ia l i s m ,  th e  la b o u r  s e c t o r  was a  fo cu s  o f  c i t i z e n s '  
i n t e r e s t s ,  s in c e  work was b o th  th e  source  and th e  means o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n . o f  t h e . 
m a te r i a l  and s p i r i t u a l  needs o f  th e  human b e in g .  A p e rs o n  who d id  not, work 
assumed on ly  a  m oral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  s o c i e ty  and no o th e r .  ■ I n  th e  
B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR, i n d i v id u a l s  had  th e  r i g h t  n o t  to  work, b u t  s o c i e ty  d id  n o t  
encourage th e  i d l e  and condemned them m o r a l ly . ■

23. I n  1977 » more th a n  16 m i l l i o n  s tu d e n ts  had  been  s tu d y in g  more th a n  100 
s p e c i a l i z e d  s u b je c t s  i n  the  v o c a t io n a l  t r a i n i n g  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  o f  t h e .USSR. They 
had  a l l  been  ab le  f r e e l y  to  choose t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n s  i n  accordance w i t h ’t h e i r  
i n c l i n a t i o n s , and a l l  o f  them ;had  o b ta in e d  w ork ‘r e l a t e d  to  th e  s p e c i a l i z e d  s u b je c t s  
th e n  had  s tu d ie d .  That was an  example o f  th e  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  the, r i g h t  
g u a ra n te e d  by a r t i c l e  38 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n .  There was no'unem ploym ent i n  the 
R ep u b lic ' and f r e e l y  chosen work was g u a ra n te e d  .and a s s u re d  to  anyone who w ished  to  , 
work. The p roced u re  f o r  te r m in a t in g  a c o n t r a c t  o f  employment on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  
the  w orker was l a i d  down i n  a r t i c l e  32 o f  th e  Fundam ental P r in c i p l e s  o f  Labour 
L e g i s l a t i o n ,  w hich p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  w orker cou ld  i n t e r r u p t  h i s  c o n t r a c t  o f  
employment f o r  an in d e te rm in a te  p e r io d  i n  th e  case  o f  i l l n e s s ,  d isa b le m e n t or 
o th e r  v a l i d  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ,  on g iv in g  two w eeks ' n o t i c e . T e rm ina tion  o f  a  c o n t r a c t  
o f  employment on th e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  was governed  by a r t i c l e  33 o f
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th o se  P r i n c i p l e s ,  - w hich p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  co u ld  te rm in a te  a  c o n t r a c t  
o f  employment on ly  in - c a s e  o f  th e  w in d in g  up o f  th e  u n d e r ta k in g ,  a  r e d u c t io n  i n  
p e r s o n n e l ,  th e  w o rk e r 's  incom petence o r  in a d e q u a te  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  th e  w o rk e r 's  
i l l - h e a l t h ,  f a i l u r e  by th e  w orker to  f u l f i l  o b l ig a t io n s  a r i s i n g  from d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n  ta k e n  a g a i n s t  h im , ab sen tee ism  o r d runkenness . M oreover, a  w orker co u ld  n o t  
be d ism is se d  w ith o u t  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  the  l o c a l  Trade Union Committee.

24 . With r e s p e c t  to  a r t i c l e  9 o f  th e  Covenant, some members o f  th e  Committee had  
asked  ab o u t th e  r i g h t  o f  everyone to  l i b e r t y  and s e c u r i t y  o f  p e rs o n  and th e  l e g a l  
c o n d i t io n s  and d u r a t io n  o f  p r e - t r i a l  a r r e s t .

25. Under th e  Code o f  C rim ina l P rocedure  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR, r e s t r i c t i o n s  on 
th e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  th e  p e rs o n  were a u th o r iz e d  on ly  i n  c a se s  s t r i c t l y  d e f in e d  by 
law* Under a r t i c l e  119 ° f  the  Code o f  C rim inal P ro ced u re ,  th e  organ  o f  in q u i r y  o r  
th e  p r o c u r a to r  were empowered to  d e t a in  p e rso n s  s u sp e c te d  o f  h a v in g  com mitted a  
c r im in a l  o f fe n c e  p u n is h a b le  by d e p r iv a t io n  o f  l i b e r t y  o n ly  on one o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  

'grounds ;

( l )  When the  p e rs o n  was caugh t i n  th e  a c t  o f ,  o r  was a r r e s t e d  im m ed ia te ly  
a f t e r ,  com m itting  th e ' o f fe n c e ;

: ( 2) When w i tn e s s e s ,  i n c lu d in g  v ic t im s ,  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a  p e rs o n  as  the  '■ 
o f f e n d e r ;

( 3 ); When c l e a r  t r a c e s / o f  th e  c r im in a l,  o f fe n c e  were d is c o v e re d  on th e  s u s p e c t  
o r  h i s  c lo th in g ,  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s io n  o r  i n  h i s  d w e ll in g .

When o th e r  grounds f o r  s u s p e c t in g  a  p e rs o n  o f  h a v in g  com mitted a  c r im in a l  o ffen ce  
e x i s t e d ,  he co u ld  be d e ta in e d  on ly  i f  he had  a t te m p te d  to  e s c a p e ,  i f  he had  no
f ix e d  abode o r  i f  h i s  i d e n t i t y  had  n o t  been  e s t a b l i s h e d .

26. I n  the  case o f  e v e ry  a r r e s t ,  a  r e p o r t  was p re p a re d  w hich had  to  i n d i c a t e  the
l e g a l  grounds and th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  the  a r r e s t ,  ,and th e  p r o c u r a to r  had  to  be
a d v is e d  o f  th e  case  w i th in  24 h o u r s .  W ith in  48 h o rn s ,  th e  p r o c u r a to r  was r e q u i r e d  
to  o rd e r  e i t h e r  p r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t io n  o r  th e  r e l e a s e  o f  th e  d e ta in e e  ( a r t i c l e  119 o f  
the' Códe o f  C r im in a l P rocedure  o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ) .

27. P r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t io n  as  a  p re v e n t iv e  measure was p e r m i t t e d  o n ly  on th e  b a s i s  o f  
a  re a so n e d  d e c i s io n  by th e  judge co n d u c tin g  t h e . i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  confirm ed  by th e  
p r o c u r a t o r .  P r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t io n  cou ld  n o t  exceed  two m onths. That p e r io d  cou ld  
on ly  be p ro lo n g e d  i f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r '  com plex ity  o f  the case  r e q u i r e d  i t ,  f o r  a  
p e r io d  n o t  ex ce ed in g  th re e .m o n th s  by d e c i s io n  o f  th e  r e g io n a l  p r o c u r a t o r ,  f o r  a  ' 
p e r io d  n o t  ex ce ed in g  s ix  months.'by d e c i s io n  o f  th e  P r o c u ra to r  o f  the. B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR 
and f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  p e r io d  o f  th ree ,  months by d e c i s io n  o f  th e  P ro c u ra to r -G e n e ra l
o f  th e  USSR. Under th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  of. th e  R e p u b lic ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  fo l lo w e d  t h a t  
th e  maximum d u r a t io n  ó f  p r o v i s io n a l  d e t e n t io n  was n in e  m onths. I n  the  l e g a l  
p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  th e r e  had  b een .n o  case  i n  w hich th o se  t i m e - l im i t s  had 
been  exceeded ,

28 . Under a r t i c l e  87 o f  the  Code o f  C rim ina l P ro c e d u re ,  the  re a s o n s  f o r  any 
d e c i s io n  to  h o ld  a  p e rs o n  i n  p r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t io n  a s  a  p re v e n t iv e  m easure had  to  be 
g iv e n  and communicated to  th e  p e rso n  conce rned .
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29. Where several '"  persons- were involved, i n  a c a s e ,  th e  p r e v e n t iv e  m easure was applied, 
in d i v id u a l ly  -and/, compiunicated. S e p a ra te ly  "to. each' o f  th e  accused .' When th e  p e r io d  o f  
p r e v e n t iv e  p r e - t r i a l  d is te n tio n  had come to  an end., th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  p la c e  o f  
p r e 4 t r i â l : d .e te n t io n  r e l e a s e d  th e  d e ta in e e  -in co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  d e c is io n .  o f; the ' •" " 
p e rso n  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th é  in q u i r y ,  "the • jud.; ë con d u c tin g  th e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  "th?è 
p r o c u r a to r .  > - '■ ' . \ ; ■ ;

30 .. With re g a rd  to  th e  q u e s t io n  asked, b y l f r .  O psahl, he p o in te d  o u t t h a t ,  when a* 
case, came b e fo re  a c o u r t ,  a l l - m a t t e r s  connected, w ith  p r e - t r i a l ' d e t e n t i o n  were s e t t le d ,  
by th e  c o u r t .  Those d e c i s io n s  bound b o th  th e  p r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t io n  o rgans and th e  
p r o c u r a to r .  I f  th e  p r o c u r a to r  did. n o t  a g re e  w ith  th e  c o u r t  d e c i s io n  co n ce rn in g  a 
p r e v e n t iv e  m easure1,  he could- ap p ea l to  a h ig h e r  c o u r t .  The p r o c u r a to r  had, nd power 
as  f a r  as  th e  court- was concerned . When' a p p e a r in g  b e fo re  th e  c o u r t  i n  th e  c a p a c i ty  
o f  p u b l ic  p r o s e c u to r ,  th e  p r o c u r a to r  was bound, f u l l y  to  r e s p e c t  t h e - j u d i c i a l  pro-céd.ure 
es tab lished . ':  by th e  law . :

31 « Mr. R ojas had. asked, w hether th e r e  were p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  th e  "Ukrainian SSR. 
There were no such p r i s o n e r s ,  n o r  had th e r e  been  any p ro s e c u t io n s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  re a s o n s

32. S i r  V incen t Evans had. asked, w he ther s o l i t a r y  confinem ent was p ra c t is e d ,  i n ' t h :e: 
R e p u b lic .  I n  th e  ca se  o f  p r e - t r i a l  d e t e n t i o n ,  th e  p e rso n s  a r r e s t e d  were confined, in  
wards i n  acc o rdance  w ith  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  on p r e - t r i a l  d .e ten tio n  i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR 
Convicted, p e rso n s  s e rv in g  t h e i r  s e n te n c e s  i n  c o r r e c t io n a l  la b o u r  s e t t l e m e n ts  viere : 
placed, i n  th e  u s u a l  r e s id .e n t i a l  q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  s e t t le m e n t  ( a r t i c l e  29 o f  th e  
C o r r e c t io n a l  Labour Code o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ) .  I t  was o n ly  i n  e x c e p t io n a l  cases, and. f o r
a s e r io u s  v i o l a t i o n  o f  p r i s o n  r u l e s  t h a t  c o n v ic ted  p e rso n s  could, be placed, i n  a 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  c e l l  f o r  a period, o f  15 d.ays. P ersons  l i v i n g  in  s p e c i a l  régim e 
s e t t l e m e n ts  co u ld , as  an  extrem e m easure , be confined, i n  in d iv id u a l  c e l l s  f o r  a 
period, o f  n o t  moré th a n  one y e a r .

33. Mr. Opsahl had. asked, what were th e  l e g a l  b a se s  f o r  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  fo r c e  in  
p la c e s  of. d .e te n t io n  in  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR. The l e g a l  b a s i s  was th e  C o r re c t io n a l  
Labour Code o f  th e  R ep u b lic ,  which had been  approved, by th e  Supreme S o v ie t  ó f  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.

33a. I t  had a l r e a d y  been  pointed , o u t- - th a t  th e  S o v ie t  p en a l system  was imbued, w ith  a 
h u m a n ita r ia n  s p i r i t  and. t h a t  pun ishm ents were aimed, e x c lu s iv e ly  a t  re fo rm in g  th e  
p e rso n s  co n v ic ted  by s o c i a l l y  u s e f u l  work, r e - e d u c a t io n  and. th e  improvement o f  g e n e ra l  
e d u c a tio n  and. v o c a t io n a l  a n d .- te c h n ic a l  t r a i n i n g .

34- Under a r t i c l e  47 o f  th e  C o r r e c t io n a l  Labour C ode 'o f th e  R e p u b lic ,  c o r r e c t io n a l  
la b o u r  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  were obliged, to  provid.e g e n e ra l  é d u c a tio n  f o r  convicted, p e rso n s  
On th e  b a s i s  o f  an e i g h t - y e a r  programme o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Convicted p e rso n s  who had,- 
a l r e a d y  completed e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n  were e n t i t l e d  to  s tu d y  in  secondary  
general, é d u c a t io n  es tab lishm en ts '. ,  ( a r t i c l e s  47 and. 48 o f  th e  C orrec tio n a l '"L ab o u r Cod,e). 
The lav/ provid.ed t h a t  -convicted, person 's who had no s p e c i a l  s k i l l  shou ld  be g iven  
v o c a t io n a l  and. t e c h n ic a l  t r a i n i n g  -In th e  p en a l e s ta b l i s h m e n t .  E f f o r t s  were a l s o  made 
to  improve th e  p ro d u c t iv e  s k i l l s  o f  convicted, p e rso n s  ( a r t i c l e s  49 and."50 o f  th e  
C o r re c t io n a l  Labour Cod.e),
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35* In  re p ly ,  to  th e  q u e s t io n s  ■which had been, asked, on th e  s u b je c t  o f  e m ig ra t io n ,  i t  
shou ld  f i r s t ' - b e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  unemployment had been  e n t i r e l y  e l im in a te d  i n  th e  
R epub lic  d u r in g  th e  1930s. The' c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  h o ld in g s  had once and f o r  a l l  
f r e e d  th e  p e a s a n ts  from hunger and n eed . T hose"achievem ents  had i r r e v o c a b ly  a b o l is h e d  
th e  s o c i a l  and economic c o n d i t io n s ^ th a t  could, have given, r i s e ' tó  mass e m ig ra t io n  o f  
th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  R e p u b lic .  F ù r th e rm o re , th e  c o n s ta n t  developm ent o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
economy had req u ired , a co n tin u o u s  supp ly  o f  l a b o u r .  S o c ia lism  had. c r e a te d  c o n d i t io n s  
i n  which each p e rso n  could. f ind .: 'w brk. t h a t  su ited , him. T he 'need  to  go abroad, i n  se a rc h  
o f  work and a b e t t e r  f u tu r e  had. th u s  d isappeared , i n  so f a r  as" th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  
R ep ub lic  were concerned.,

3 6. From.'time to  t im e , however,, i t  m igh t "happen t h a t  some p e o p le ,  f o r  one re a s o n  o r  
a n o th e r ,^ u s u a l ly  fa m ily  r e a s o n s ,  wished. to  le a v e  the . c o u n try  f o r  a c e r t a i n  period, o r  
s e t t l e  ab ro ad . I n  c a se s  o f  t h a t  kind., a p p l i c a t i o n s ' f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  le a v e  were 
always c o n s id e re d  by th e  com petent b o d ie s ,  i n  accordance  w ith  th e  p ro v is io n s  govern ing  
e n t r y  to  and. d .ep artu re  from th e  S o v ie t  Union, which had. been  cbnfirmèd. by t h e 'd e c i s i o n  
o f  th e  C ouncil o f  M in is te r s  o f  th e  USSR dated. 22 September 1970 and. pub lished , i n  th e  
Compendium o f  Laws o f  th e  .USSR, A u th o r iz a t io n  . to . l e a v e  th e  co u n try  was u s u a l l y  g r a n te d .  
I f  i t  was te m p o ra r i ly  re fused . -  a n 'e x t r e m e ly  r a r e ' o ç cu rre n cè  -  t h a t  r e f u s a l  was 
d.ecid,ed. upon i n  f u l l  co n fo rm ity  w ith  th e  law and. w ith  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  a r t i c l e  12 o f  
th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Covenant on C iv i l  and P o l i t i c a l  R ig h ts ,  which. made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  
S ta t e  had. th e  r i g h t  to  r e s t r i c t  e m ig ra t io n  f o r . r e a s o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  p u b l ic  
o r d e r ,  pub lic , h e a l th  o r  m ora ls  o r  o th e r  reasons .- ' That r i g h t  was e x e r c i s e d . 'n o t 'o n ly  
by th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR b u t a l s o  by"many o th e r  S t a t e s .  An a p p l i c a t i o n  to  em ig ra te  d id  
n o t  g ive  r i s e  to  any s a n c t io n  such as  e v i c t i o n  o r  d i s m is s a l .  A l l  th e  a c c u s a t io n s  
o f  " r e p re s s io n "  i n  connexion w ith  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  to- em ig ra te  were th e  in v e n t io n s  o f  
b o u rg e o is  p ropaganda . The p r e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  documents need.ed. f o r  e m ig ra t io n  requ ired , 
n o t  o n ly  c e r t a i n  f o r m a l i t i e s  b u t  a l s o ,  i n  some c a s e s , ,  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  
f a m ily  o r  o th e r  q u e s t io n s .  No o th e r  re a s o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  o r  d e f e r r i n g  p e rm is s io n - to  
e m ig ra te  was s p e c if ie d ,  by th e  law o r  app lied , i n  p r a c t i c e .

The m e e tin g  was suspended, a t  4 .1 5  p.m . and, resumed, a t  4»45 P»m.

37» Mr. MAKSIMOV (B y e lo ru ss ia n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t  R epub lic )»  r e p l y in g  to  q u e s t io n s  
r a i s e d  i n  connexion  w i t h ' a r t i c l e . 14 of. th e  Covenant, s a i d . t h a t  th e  r i g h t  o f  th e  
accused, to  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  was g u a ran teed  u n d e r  a r t i c l e  157 o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  
C o n s t i tu t i o n .  The c o l le g e s  o f  ad.vocates were r e s p o n s i b l e ' f o r  d e fe n d in g  th e  accused, i n  
c r im in a l  c a s e s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  p a r t i e s  i n  c i v i l  c a se s  and., i n  g e n e r a l ,  p r o t e c t i n g  th e  
l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  and. i n t e r e s t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  and, o rg a n iz a t io n s  and. h e l p i n g . to  s t r e n g th e n  
s o c i a l i s t  law . O ther im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  work in c lu d e d  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f . ' 
l e g a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  d i s p u te s  by a r b i t r a t i o n  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  farm s and. i n f  opening th e  p u b l ic  abou t S o v ie t  l e g i s l a t i o n .
The l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  of.advo.cat.es was governed by th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  
USSR and. th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, and. i n  p a r t i c u l a r  by. g r t i c l e  160 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  
C o n s t i tu t io n ,  th e  A ct co n ce rn in g  th e  O rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  J u d ic i a r y  i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR 
( a r t i c l e  13) and. th e  Decree on th e  B ar o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.
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38:. . Lawyers n o rm a lly  to o k  p a r t  i n  a  t r i a l  a t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  a cc u se d , b u t  th e y  
cou ld  a l s o  be a p p o in te d  by. the . c o u r t .  A ccord ing  to  a r t i c l e  51 o f  th e  

; B y e lo ru s s ia n  Code o f  C rim in a l P ro c e d u re ,  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  defence  c o u n se l was 
o b l i g a to r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n . t r i a l s  i n  which th e  p r o c u r a to r  o r  p u b l i c  p ro s e c u to r  
to o k  p a r t ,  and  i n  c a se s  in v o lv in g  m inors  o r  p e rs o n s  who were d e a f ,  dumb o r  b l i n d .

39* The law yer s e l e c t e d  by th e  a cc u se d  cou ld  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  p r e l im in a r y  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  from th e  moment ch a rg es  were b ro u g h t . The acc u se d  cou ld  d isp e n se  
x íi th  h i s  la w y e r ’s a s s i s t a n c e  and  defend  h im s e lf  at. any  s ta g e  i n  th e  p ro ceed ings#
The r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  law y ers  were s e t  o u t  i n  th e  codes o f  c i v i l  and 
c r im in a l  p ro c e d u re .  A la w y e r1s rem u n e ra tio n  was d e te rm in ed , i n  acc o rdance  w ith  
a r t i c l e  18 o f  th e  D ecree on th e  B a r ,  by a  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  assem bly  o f  
members o f  a  c o l le g e  o f  a d v o c a te s .  However, th e  law  p ro v id e d  f o r  v a r io u s  in s ta n c e s  
i n  which c i t i z e n s  r e c e iv e d  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f r e e  o f  charge ( a r t i c l e  160 o f  th e  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ) .  . . '

40. I n  acco rdance  w ith  a r t i c l e  156 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  p ro c e e d in g s  
, . in  a l l  B y e lo ru s s ia n  c o u r t s  were open to  th e  p u b l i c .  H earin g s  i n  camera were ,

ex tre m e ly  r a r e  i n  p r a c t i c e  and  were p e r m i t t e d  o n ly  when a  p u b l i c  h e a r in g  would be 
p r e j u d i c i a l  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  S ta t e  s e c r e t s ,  to  a v o id  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
o f  in fo rm a t io n  a f f e c t i n g  p r iv a c y  ( a r t i c l e  10 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Code o f  Crimina]. 
P ro c e d u re ) ,  cud i n  c a se s  in v o lv in g  c r im e3 com mitted by  m inors  u n d e r  16 y e a r s  o f  
age o r  s e x u a l  crim es ( a r t i c l e  13 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Code o f  C r im in a l P roced tteo ) .
The judgement o f  th e  c o u r t  was p ronounced  p u b l i c l y  i n  a l l  c a s e s .

41. Mr. G ra e f ra th  and  Mr. H anga.had  asked, q u e s t io n s  conce rn ing  th e  system  o f  
p e o p l e 's  a s s e s s o r s .  The b a s i s  f o r  th e  system , which d e r iv e d  fra®  a n  im p o rtan t 
dem o cra tic  p r i n c i p l e  i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  j u d i c i a l  system , was s e t  o u t  i n  c h a p te r  18 
o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  151 p ro v id e d  t h a t  a l l  B y e lo ru s s ia n  
c o u r t s  were b ased  on th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  e l e c t i v e n e s s  o f  ju d g e s  and  p e o p l e 's  
a s s e s s o r s .  C iv i l  and  c r im in a l  h e a r in g s  i n  a l l  c o u r t s  were b ased  on th e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  c o l l e g i a l i t y ,  and  c a se s  were heard- i n  c o u r t s  o f  f i r s t  in s ta n c e  w ith  th e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e 's  a s s e s s o r s .  Judges and  p e o p l e ' s a s s e s s o r s  were r e s p o n s ib le  
to  t h e i r  e l e c t o r s  5 th e y  r e p o r te d  to  them a n d ,c o u ld  be d ism is se d  by them u n d e r  a  , : : 
l e g a l l y . e s t a b l i s h e d  p ro c e d u re .  I n  th e  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  p e o p l e 's  
a s s e s s o r s  en joyed  th e  same r i g h t s  a s  judges  an d , l i k e  ju d g e s ,  were independen t and  
s u b je c t  o n ly  to  th e  law .

42.. The independence and  i m p a r t i a l i t y  o f  judges  were g u a ra n te e d  by  th e  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  h o ld in g  e l e c t i o n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  th e  u n c o n d i t io n a l  req u ire m en t t h a t  ju d g es  be 
s u b je c t  o n ly  to  th e  law , th e  f a c t ,  t h a t  h e a r in g s  were conducted  i n . p u b l i c  and  th e  
f a c t - t h a t  c a se s  were h e a rd  i n  such a. manner t h a t  judges  c o u ld :n o t  be in f lu e n c e d  by 
t h i r d  p a r t i e s .  A l l  c i t i z e n s  were e q u a l  b e fo re  th e  law and  th e  c o u r t s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  
o f  p r o p e r ty ,  s t a t u s ,  n a t i o n a l  o r  r a c i a l  o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n  o r  o th e r  c irc u m sta n c e s  * ;  •

43« The p resu m p tio n  o f  innocence  was one o f  th e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  c r im in a l  law . A r t i c l e  8 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Code o f  C rim in a l 
P ro ced u re  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one cou ld  be ad judged  g u i l t y  o f  a  crime o r  se n te n c e d  to  
c r im in a l  punishm ent ex ce p t by  th e  judgement o f  a  c o u r t .

44 . A r t i c l e  158 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p ro v id e d  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  
p ro c e e d in g s  i n  B y e lo ru s s ia  were conducted  i n  B y e lo ru s s ia n ,  R u s s ia n  o r  th e  language  
spoken by  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  p eo p le  i n  th e  l o c a l i t y .  A l l  p e rs o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n
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c o u r t  p ro c e e d in g s  who d id  n o t know th e  language i n  which th e y  were being- conducted  
had  th e  r i g h t  to  become f u l l y  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  th e  c a s e ,  to  use  th e  
s e r v ic e s  o f  an  i n t e r p r e t e r  f r e e  o f  charge and  to  address , th e  c o u r t  i n  t h e i r  own 
lang u ag e ,

45.-' t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  fo r c e  ( a r t i c l e  245 oí" th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Code o f  C rim inal..  
P ro c e d u re )  p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  th e  a c c u s e d .a t  h e a r in g s  i n  a  c o u r t  o f  
f i r s t  in s ta n c e  '• was o b l i g a to r y .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  accu sed  a g re e d  t h a t  h i s  case  
sh ou ld  be h e a rd  i n  h i s  absence  d id  n o t  r e l i e v e  him o f  th e  o b l i g a t i o n  to  a p p e a r  b e fo re  
th e  c o u r t  i f  h i s  p re se n c e  was c o n s id e re d  e s s e n t i a l .  A lthough the. a r t i c l e  i n  , 
q u e s t io n  p ro v id e d  f o r  e x c e p t io n s ,  i t  shou ld  be n o te d  t h a t ,  so f a r ,  no c r im in a l  
p ro c e e d in g s  had ta k e n  p la c e  i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR w ith o u t th e  accu sed  b e in g
p re  s e n t .

4 6 . Under th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  f o r c e ,  competence f o r  th e  s u p e rv is io n  of, th e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  c o u r t s  and  p r o c u r a to r s  l a y  w ith  th e  c o u r t s .a n d  p r o c u r a to r s  to  whom th e y  were 
r e s p o n s ib le .  The s u p e rv is o ry  p ro c e s s  to o k  two. fo rm s; ju d g es  and  p e o p l e 's  
a s s e s s o r s  cou ld  be d ism is se d  by t h e i r  e l e c t o r s  b e fo re  th e  end o f  t h e i r  term  o f  
o f f i c e  and. cou ld  a l s o  be s u b je c te d  to  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  The most s e r io u s  s te p  
t h a t  could, be ta k e n  'was to  i n i t i a t e  c r im in a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a  ju d g e . However, 
judges  c o u ld , 'n o t 'b e  sub j e c t e d  to  c r im in a l  p ro c e e d in g s , ,  d ism is se d  o r  a r re s te d , ,  
w ith o u t th e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  ó f  th e  h ig h ë r  l e g i s l a t i v e  o rgans  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, 
th e  P re s id iu m  o f  th e  Supreme S o v ie t  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR o r  th e  Supreme .S o v ie t
o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR ( a r t i c l e .25 o f  the. Act co n cern ing  th e  O rg an iza tio n ,  o f  th e  
J u d ic i a r y  i n  th e  B yelo russ ia ,n  SSR).

47» Mr. L a l la h  had q u e s t io n e d  th e  wisdom o f  in c lu d in g  i n  th e  code a r t i c l e s  on th e  
c r im in a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  judges  and  p r o c u r a to r s  i n  c a se s  o f  i l l e g a l  a r r e s t  o r  
s e n te n c in g .  There seemed to  have been  some m isu n d e rs ta n d in g .  T he .law  p ro v id e d  t h a t  
m a g i s t r a t e s  were c r im in a l ly  r e s p o n s ib le  n o t  f o r  a c t s  com mitted i n  e r r o r  b u t  f o r  
a c t s  committed, i n t e n t i o n a l l y  and  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  the. law,

48, A q u e s t io n  had been  a sk ed  i n  connexion w ith  th e  system o f  com rades' c o u r t s .
The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th o se  c o u r t s  i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR were governed  by th e  S ta t u te  
on Comrades' C o u r ts ,  a s  confirm ed  by a  d ecree  o f  th e  P re s id iu m  o f  th e  Supreme S o v ie t
o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR. The c o u r t s  i n  q u e s t io n  were p a r t  n o t  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n
j u d i c i a l  system b u t  o f  th e  system  o f  s o c i a l .o r g a n iz a t i o n s .  They were e l e c t e d  b o d ie s .  
T h e ir  m ain purpose  was to  p re v e n t  b re a c h e s  o f  th e  law  and to  e d u ca te  th e  p o p u la t io n  
by p e r s u a s io n  and th ro u g h  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  s o c i a l  g ro u p . C o m ra d e s '.c o u r ts  
e x p re s s e d  th e  w ishes  o f  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  which had e s t a b l i s h e d  them and were 
r e s p o n s ib le  to  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e .  In  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  e d u c a t io n a l  
e s ta b l i s h m e n ts ,  com rades' c o u r t s  were s e t  up by  a  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  g e n e ra l  assem bly  
o f  manual w orkers , o f f i c e  w orkers  o r  s tu d e n t s .  I n  c o l l e c t i v e  fa rm s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
com munities and  r e s i d e n t i a l  com m unities, th e y  were s e t  up by a  d e c i s io n  o f  th e  
members o f  th e  c o l l e c t i v e  farm , t e n a n t s  o r  members o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community.
In  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  com rades' c o u r t s  had to  ab id e  s t r i c t l y  by th e  law . Cases th e y  
were c a l l e d  u p o n 'to  i n v e s t i g a t e  in c lu d e d  non -observance  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  co n cern ing  
la b o u r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  s a f e t y  and s a n i t a t i o n  and hyg iene  i n  p la c e s  o f  work, t h e f t ,  
sm a ll-sca .le  v an d a lism , i n s u l t s ,  s la n d e r ,  blows n o t  a f f e c t i n g  th e  h e a l t h  o f  th e  
v ic t im ,  sw earing  and  obscene lan g u ag e , c a se s  where p a r e n t s  d id  n o t  f u l l y .m e e t  t h e i r  
o b l i g a t i o n s  w ith  r e g a rd  to  e d u c a t in g  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n ,  la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  on th e  p a r t  o f  
c h i ld r e n  f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  women, th e  d e g ra d a t io n  o f  g re e n  b e l t  
a r e a s  and  d is p u te s  concern ing  th e  ow nersh ip  o f  o b je c t s  w orth  l e s s  th a n  50 r o u b le s ,
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when, th e  p a r t i e s  a g re e d  to  b r in g  such c a se s  b e fo re  a  com rades' c o u r t .  D e c is io n s  o f  
com rades' . co u r ts ,  cou ld  be a p p e a le d  b e fo re  th e  l o c a l  t r a d e  u n io n  committee o r  th e  
e x e c u t iv e  committee o f  th e ' l o c a l  S o v ie t  o f  Working P e o p le 's  D e p u t ie s .  Thus, 
com rades' t r i b u n a l s  were s o c i a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  t h a t  p la y e d  an  im p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  
d e v e lo p in g . i n  B y e lo ru s s ia n  c i t i z e n s  a  sense  o f  c o l l e c t iv i s m ,  m utual a s s i s t a n c e  among 
comrades a r id ,re s p e c t  f o r  th e  d ig n i ty  and honour o f  c i t i z e n s 5 th e y  a l s o  gave 
w o rk e rs ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  s o c i a l  environm ent i n  a  
d i r e c t  and con tinuous, m a n n e r . , ,

49» Mr.. Tomuschat had  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  l e g a l  p r o v is io n s  to  p r o t e c t  
B y e lo ru s s ia n  c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in  t h e i r  home, a s  p ro v id e d  f o r  in  
a r t i c l e  17 o f  th e  Covenant.

50. • . .The.. g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  th e  home, a s  p ro v id e d  f o r  i n  
a r t i c l e  17 o f  th e  Covenant, was e x p re s s e d  i n  a r t i c l e  53 o f  the. B y e lo ru s s ia n  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  which read s  " C i t iz e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR' a r e  g u a ra n te e d  • 
i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  th e  home. No one m ay ,. w ith o u t la w fu l  g rounds, e n t e r  a home, 
a g a i n s t  t h e , w i l l  o f  th o s e  r e s id i n g  i n  i t . "  The g e n e ra l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  
i n v i o l a b i l i t y ,  o f  the. home was a l s o ,  r e f l e c t e d  i n  o th e r  l e g a l  p r o v i s io n s ,  and  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n  th e  Act co n cern ing  th e  B a s ic  E ig h ts  and  O b l ig a t io n s  o f  th e  S o v ie t , P o l i c e  
w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  M aintenance, o.f P u b l i c  O rder and th e  S tru g g le  a g a i n s t  Crime.
A r t i c l e  7 o f  t h a t  Act p ro v id e d  t h a t ,  i n  th e  course  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  members o f  
th e  p o l i c e  were e n t i t l e d  to  e n t e r  p la c e s  o f  r e s id e n c e  to  lo o k  f o r  p e rs o n s  su sp e c te d  
o f  com m itting  crim es and  a l s o  to  p re v e n t  crim es o r  o f f e n c e s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  
t h r e a t  to  p u b l i c  o rd e r  o r  th e  p e r s o n a l  s a f e ty  o f  c i t i z e n s .  The law em phasized t h a t ,  
i n  g e n e r a l , members o f  th e  p o l i c e  fo r c e  cou ld  e n t e r  p la c e s  o f  r e s id e n c e  i n  th e  
a fo rem en tio n ed  c ircu m stan c es  o n ly  by day and  p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e y  had i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  
ev idence  concern ing  a  b re a c h  o f  th e  law . I f  a  c i t i z e n  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  h i s  r i g h t s  ; . 
co n ce rn ing  th e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  h i s  home had been  in f r i n g e d  w ith o u t good r e a s o n ,  ,■ 
he cou ld  lodge  a  com pla in t w ith  th e  p r o c u r a t o r ,  who must th e n  ta k e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  . 
m easures  to  p u t  an  end to  th e  in f r in g e m e n t  and defend  th e  c i t i z e n ' s  i n t e r e s t s .

51., • Mr. Tom uschat, Mr. Mora R o jas, and Mr. Opsahl had r a i s e d  v a r io u s  q u e s tio n s ,  
r e l a t e d  to  r e l i g i o u s  freedom, i n  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR. In  r e p l y ,  i t  shou ld  f i r s t  o f  
a l l  be p o in te d  ou t th a t ,  freedom o f ■co n sc ience  had alw ays been  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  
g u a ra n te e d  in  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR. A r t i c l e  50 o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  ■ 
l a i d  down a  new p r i n c i p l e  ac c o rd in g  to  which in c i te m e n t  o f  h o s t i l i t y  o r  h a t r e d  on 
r e l i g i o u s  grounds was p r o h ib i t e d .  That p r o v i s io n  was d es ig n ed  b o th  to  p r o t e c t  
b e l i e v e r s  from any d i s c r im in a t io n  t h a t  m ight a f f e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and  to  p r o t e c t  
a t h e i s t s  from h o s t i l i t y  on th e  p a r t  o f  th o se  h o ld in g  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  I t  was a l s o  
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  a n t i - s o c i a l  d e m o n s tra t io n s  o rg a n iz e d  under th e  c lo ak  o f  r e l i g i o n .
The C o n s t i t u t i o n  em phasized t h a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  S o v ie t  laws c o n s t i t u t e d  a ' b a s ic  
o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR, in c lu d in g  b e l i e v e r s .  A tte m p ts ,  
f o r  exam ple, to  v i o l a t e  S o v ie t  laws govern ing  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v ic e s  o r  to  i n c i t e  
b e l i e v e r s  to  r e f u s e  to  f u l f i l  t h e i r  c i v i l  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  to  r e f u s e  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
th e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  th e  co u n try  o r  to  p e r f o r m . r e l ig io u s  r i t e s  harm fu l 
to  th e  h e a l t h  o f  c i t i z e n s ,  e t c . ,  were n o t  p e r m i t t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  by im p l ic a t io n ,  
th e  p r o v i s io n  p r o h ib i t e d  a l l  a t te m p ts  to  i n c i t e  h o s t i l i t y  betw een a d h e re n ts  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s .  From th e  v e ry  f i r s t  days o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e , S o v ie t  power had 
p u t  an  end once and f o r  a l l  to  th e  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o n s .
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52. In the  R e p u b lic ,  th e  Church was s e p a ra te d  from th e  S ta te*  b u t  S o v ie t  . , 
l e g i s l a t i o n  p ro v id ed  th e  Church w ith  e f f e c t i v e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  to  s a t i s f y  th e  . . ■ 
r e l i g i o u s  n eed s  o f  b e l ie v e r s *  The C o n s t i tu t io n  g u a ran teed  th e  r i g h t  o f  c i t i z e n s  
o f  th e  R epub lic  to  "perftirm  r e l i g i o u s  r i t e s " „ That covered  d is s e m in a t io n  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  te a c h in g s  i n : churches  and tem ples  o f  a l l  d en o m ina tions , th ro u g h  the 
o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  re l ig io u s , ,  s e r v ic e s  and p ra y e r  m e e tin g s ,  th e  perform ance o f  r e l i g i o u s  
r i t e s  and ce re m o n ie s , freedom to  preach* e t c  * Churches a ls o  had th e  r i g h t  to  
c r e a te  s p e c ia l  e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  ed u ca tion*  to  p u b l i s h  r.e l i g i o  us 
works and produce r e l i g i o u s  o b j e c t s .  Both o r a l  and w r i t t e n  r e l i g i o u s  propaganda 
were th e r e f o r e  p e rm i t te d  * S o v ie t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u th o r iz e d  r e l i g i o u s  ed u c a tio n  f o r  
c h i ld r e n  on a p r iv a t e  b a s i s ,  p ro v id e d  i t  was w ith in  the  f a m i ly  a n d .g iven  by t h e i r  
p a r e n t s . The. l e g i s l a t i o n  co n ce rn ing  church  s e r v ic e s  d id  n o t  p r o h i b i t  c h i ld r e n  
from go ing  to  churches  w ith  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  and a t te n d in g  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  I t  
d id  n o t  th e r e f o r e  p re v e n t  people  from p ro v id in g  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  w ith  a  r e l ig io u s , ,  
e d u c a t io n  » -

53‘ W ith re g a rd  to  a r t i c l e  19 o f  th e  C ovenant, Mr. Mora, R o ja s ,  Mr. Prado V a l l e jo ,  
Mr* Opsahl and S i r  V incen t ..Evans had r a i s e d  q u e s t io n s  con ce rn in g  th e  r i g h t ,  to
f r e e l y  e x p re s s  o p in io n s .  That r i g h t  was f u l l y  rec o g n iz e d  i n ; t h e . C o n s t i tu t io n  and
laws o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR. E very  c i t i z e n  o f  th e  R ep ub lic  cou ld  n o t  o n ly  ho ld  
h i s  own o p in io n s , b u t  was a ls o  f r e e  to  c r i t i c i z e  shortcom ings in  th e  work o f  
S ta te  b o d ie s  and p u b l i c  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and to  subm it p ro p o s a ls  f o r  im proving, t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  to  th e  b o d ie s  and o r g a n iz a t io n s  empowered to  tak e  d e c i s io n s  on th e  ' 
m a t te r s  concerned ( A r t i c l e  47 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ) . •

54• A r t i c l e  48 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  g u a ra n te e d  c i t i z e n s  freedom, o f  sp eech , o f  the  
p r e s s ,  and o f  assem bly , m e e tin g s , s t r e e t  p ro c e s s io n s  and d e m o n s t r a t io n s , and a lso ;  
g u a ra n te e d  th e  e x e rc is e  o f  th o se  freed o m s . I t  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  th o se  freedoms
must be e x e r c i s e d  in  accordance w ith  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p eop le  and in  o rd e r  to
s tr e n g th e n  and develop  th e  s o c i a l i s t  sy stem . That meant t h a t  th o se  freedom s must 
n o t  be abused to  th e  d e t r im e n t  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  peop le  and t h a t  a c t i v i t i e s  
in te n d e d  to  undermine th e  s o c i a l i s t  régime were p r o h i b i t e d .  -There was no . 
l e g i s l a t i o n  in  the  R ep u b lic  p ro v id in g  f o r  p ro s e c u t io n  for...any /op in ion  * in c lu d in g  
p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n s . .  However, a r t i c l e  67 o f  th e  C rim inal Code : p ro v id e d  f o r  
c r im in a l  l i a b i l i t y  in ,  r e s p e c t  o f  s p e c i f i c  a c t s  o f  a g i t a t i o n  ■ or, p ropaganda  des ig n ed  
to  undermine th e  s o c i a l i s t  ré g im e . A r t i c l e  186 o f  th e  C rim inal Code a ls o  p ro v id e d  
f o r  l i a b i l i t y  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  s y s te m a t ic  d i s s e m i n a t i o n - o f .s la n d e ro u s  
f a b r i c a t i o n s  des ig n ed  to  d e n ig ra te  th e  S o v ie t  p o l i t i c a l  and . s o c ia l  rég im e . Those, 
to o ,  were ca se s  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  a c t s .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR 
p r o h ib i t e d  s la n d e r  b o th  a g a in s t  c i t i z e n s  and a g a in s t  s o c ie ty ^ ,

55* R e fe r r in g  to  the  q u e s t io n s  r a i s e d  in  a r t i c l e  22 o f  i;he. Covenant, he said, 
t h a t  th e  r i g h t  o f  . .a s so c ia t io n  of. c i t i z e n s  was re g a rd e d  in- h i s  co u n try  to  be 
one o f  th e  b a s ic  w o rk ers ' r i g h t s .  Mr. Mora R o jas  had aske-d w hether t h a t  r i g h t  
was l im i te d ,  to  o r g a n iz a t io n s  re c o g n iz e d  by the  law . In f a c t , ,  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
o f  t r a d e  union o r g a n iz a t io n s  was n o t  r e q u i r e d  in  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR, The r i g h t  to  
freedom  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  i  ■ t r a d e  u n ions  was p ro v id e d  f o r  in  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  
t r a d e  unions* which r e p r e s e n te d  th e  b ro a d e s t  k in d  o f  mass a s s o c ia t io n  o f  w orkers  ? 
a t  p r e s e n t ,  th e y  had 4*100,000 members in  th e  R e p u b l ic .  The f i r s t  p a ra g ra p h  o f  
s e c t io n  I  o f  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  gov ern in g  t r a d e  un ions  s ta ted .,  t h a t  any f a c t o r y  o r  
o f f i c e  worker' was e n t i t l e d ,  to  jo in  a  t r a d e . .u n io n .
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56. Mr v/'lfan'ga'hàa asked  about trie r e l a t i o n s h i p  .'be''tween, the . . trad é  bunions'. and: ttíe ", 
S t a t e .  ; The'• t r a d e '  un ions  p a r t i c i p a t e d ' i n  .the most d i r e c t  way. in  "the conduct"'.oí?’.' 
a f f a i r s  o f  State,.;; '' They en joyed  th e  r i g h t  .to ' i n i t i a t e "  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  'p a r t i c ip a te d ' . .  '' 
in  n a t i o n a l  economic developm ent p la n n in g , '  r e p r e s e n te d  the ' ' i n t e r e s t s  o f 'o f f ic e ,  
and f a c t o r y ' 'woi'ke'Çs'in  S ta te  and economic- 'o rg a n s ,  a d m in is te re d  th e  .S ta te  .s o c ia l  
in su ra n c e  s y s të :my:':àhçi: c a r r i e d  ' ou t other;:; fu n c t io n 's ,  A t ' p r e s e t , the '’ membership b f  
the  v a r io u s  s o c ia l '  o rg a n iz a t io n s '  3.ccotmted" f o r '  a lm ost th e  e n t i r e  ad u lt ,  p o p u la t io n  
o f  the  country-.'' v

57*? - Mr<- Opsahl had asked a q u e s t io n  r e g a rd in g  membership’o f  the" CommUnist P a r ty .
In  t h a t  ' connexion ,-' i t  shou ld  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  the" Communist.. P a r ty  o f  th e  
S o v ie t  - Union iras' d e é p ly  ro o te d  in  th e  h e a r t ' o f  th e  m asses. The Communist P a r ty  
c o n s t i t u t e d  ah army o f  moire t h a n .16 m i l l io n  members and in c lu d e d  th e  b e s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ' -  th o se  who were b e s t  inform ed and most open- to  p ro g re s s  -  o f  ■ 
the  working c l a s s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers in  c o l l e c t i v e  farms end i n t e l l e c t u a l 1 
w orkers « The p a r t y  e x i s t e d  f o r  th e  p eop le  and i t  se rv ed  th e  p e o p le .  As a  r e s u l t  
o f  i t s  "devoted and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s t r u g g le  f o r  th e  fundamental..' i n t e r e s t s  " o f  ' the  
w o rk e rs ,  the  Communist P a r ty  o f  th e  S o v ie t  Union had a c q u ire d  immense' au th o r i ty '- '  ' 
w i th in  th e  n a t i o n ,  which had b o u n d le ss  confidence ' in  i t .  - ' ,? ' ' ' ' ,

58. Mr. Tomuschat and' Mr, Opsahl had r a i s e d  q u e s t io n s  concern ing- A r t i c l e  27 o f  
th e  Covenant, which d e a l t  w ith  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s .' P e rso n s  o f  P o l i s h ,  L i th u a n ia n  
o r  Jew ish  o r ig in  d id  n o t  occupy s p e c i f i c  a re a s  in  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR b u t l i v e d  
in  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  l o c a l i t i e s . P e rso n s  o f  o th e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a ls o  l i v e d  in  
th e  R e p u b l ic .  A ll th o se  p e rso n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  on an eq u a l f o o t in g  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  
econom ic, s o c ia l  and' c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  th e  c o u n t ry .  The q u e s t io n  o f  separa te- 
developm ent f o r  p e rs o n s  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  n a t i o n a l i t y  : had th e r e f o r e  n e v e r  a r isen -- in  
p r a c t i c e . C i t iz e n s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s "1 l i v i n g  in  th e  R ep ub lic  hád eq u a l  r i g h t s 1.' 
A r t i c l e  62 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  co u n try  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  each  c i t i z e n  h a d 1' -  
th e  d u ty  to  " r e s p e c t  th e  n a t i o n a l  d i g n i t y  o f  o th e r  c i t i z e n s " .

59• Mr, Hanga had asked  a -q u e s t io n  con ce rn in g  p r i v a t e  p ro p e r ty  in  the 
B y e lo ru ss ia n 'S S R . The r e p l y  to. th a t ;  q u e s t io n  was to' be found i n  a r t i c l e  13 o f  th e  
C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  the  R e p u b l ic ,  which s t a t e d  t h a t  "ea rn ed  incomes-'form th e  b a s i s  
o f  th e  p e rs o n a l  p ro p e r ty ,  o f  c i t i z e n s  o f - th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR. P e rs o n a l  p r o p e r ty  ' 
m ay"include a r t i c l e s  o f  everyday, u s e , p e r s o n a l  consumption and co n v en ience , th e  
im plem ents and,, o th e r  o b je c t s  o f  a s m a l lh o ld in g ,  a house and ea rn ed  sav in g s  ¿ ' The- 
p e r s o n a l ‘‘p ro p e r ty  .. o f . c i t i z e n s  and th e  r i g h t  to  i n h e r i t  i t  a re  p ro te c te d ,  by th e  ' ' 
S t a t e " . The C rim inal Code and th e  C iv i l  Code r e g u l a t e d  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th é  - 
p r i v a t e  p r o p e r ty  o f  c i t i z e n s  in  d e t a i l .  ::

60. Mr. G ra e f ra th  and Mr. Ilanga had- expressed" i n t e r e s t  in  "the problem  o f  th e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  p eop le  in  the  management o f  S ta te  a f f a i r s  and th e  p r o te c t io n  
o f  th e  r i g h t s  p ro v id e d  f o r  in  th e  C ovenant. - The r e p l y  to' t h á t  q u e s t io n  was to
be found l a r g e l y  in  a r t i c l e s  2,-- 7 and 8 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  and 
in  a  s e r ie s ,  'Of l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t s  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  which h a d - a l r e a d y ’been r e f e r r e d  ■ 
to  in  h i s  r e p l i e s  to  o th e r  q u e s t io n s  ." ; -

61 . Mr. Opsahl had asked  .about th e  foreign r e l a t i o n s  o f  th e 'B y e lo r u s s ia n  SSR and 
th e  e x is te n c e  o f '  a  M in i s t r y  o f  F o re ig n  ' A f fa i r s  in  th e  R e p u b l ic . - The ;- 
B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR was - c u r r e n t ly  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  work of-some 60 in  t e  m a t  ion  ail
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o r g a n iz a t io n s  and t h e i r  o rgans  and wa.s a  p a r t y  to  150 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ag reem en ts .  " 
There was a  M in is t ry  o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s  in  th e  R e p u b l ic ,  b u t th e  R ep ub lic  d i d 'n o t  
m a in ta in  em bassies  in  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s .  There were m iss io n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR 
to  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  in  New Yorlc, UNESCO in  P a r i s  and th e  O ff ic e  o f  th e  
U n ited  N a tio n s  and o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  a t  Geneva. In  i t s  fo re ig n  
p o l i c y ,  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR was gu ided  by th e  same n o b le  a im s, t a s k s  and 
p r i n c i p l e s  as th o se  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  USSR.

62. Mr. Mora R o ja s ,  Mr. L a l la h ,  Mr. K ou lishev  and Mr. Tomuschat had asked q u e s t io n s  
con ce rn in g  th e  r i g h t s  o f  a l i e n s  in  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR, t h e i r  s t a t u s  and th e  means 
a v a i l a b l e  to  them to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  They had a ls o  asked w hether the  
c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  o th e r  Union R ep u b lic s  were co n s id e re d  as a l i e n s  in  the  
B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR, w hether a l i e n s  cou ld  v o te  and be e l e c t e d  and what t h e i r  l e g a l  
c a p a c i ty  was as  a  s u b je c t  o f  law .

6 3 . I t  was- s t a t e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR t h a t  q u e s t io n s  co n ce rn ing  
th e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  a l i e n s  were d e a l t  w ith  in  a  s p e c i a l  s e c t io n  o f  th e  .C iv il Code 
o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ,  s e c t io n  V I I I ,  com pris ing  a r t i c l e s  557 to  564* Those a r t i c l e s  
s p e c i f i e d  in. p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  a l i e n  c i t i z e n s  in  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR en joyed  th e  
same c i v i l  and l e g a l  s t a t u s  as  S o v ie t  c i t i z e n s  ( a r t i c l e  557')» A r t i c l e  35 o f  th e  
C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  s t a t e d . t h a t  " C i t i z e n s  o f  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s  and s t a t e l e s s  
p e rs o n s  in  the  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR are  g u a ra n te e d  th e  r i g h t s  and freedom s p ro v id e d
by law , in c lu d in g  th e  r i g h t  to  a p p ly . to  a  c o u r t  and o th e r  S ta te  o rgans  f o r  th e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l ,  p r o p e r ty ,  fa m ily  and o th e r  r i g h t s . "  In  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  were th e  same as th o se  o f  S o v ie t  c i t i z e n s .  However, a l i e n s  d id  n o t  have 
th e  r i g h t  to  v o te  and co u ld  not- be e le c te d . .  The term  o f  " a l i e n "  d id  n o t  ap p ly  to  
c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  o th e r  Union R e p u b l ic s .  A r t ic le  31 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t i o n  o f  th e  
R ep u b lic  s t a t e d  t h a t  " C i t iz e n s  o f  o th e r  Union R e p u b lic s  r e s i d i n g  in  i t s  t e r r i t o r y  
e n jo y  eq u a l  r i g h t s  w ith  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR."

6 4 . Concerning A r t i c l e  1 o f  th e  Covenant which r e f e r r e d  to  th e  r i g h t  o f  p e o p le s  
to  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  Mr. L a l la h ,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  had wanted to  know w hether in  
th e  R ep ub lic  i t  was r e a l l y  p o s s ib le  to  le a v e  th e  c o u n t ry .  That was indeed  
p o s s i b l e ,  s in c e  a r t i c l e  69 o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR p ro v id e d  ; 
t h a t  "The B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR s h a l l  r e t a i n  th e  r i g h t  f r e e l y  to  secede from the  
USSR." That r i g h t  was g u a ra n te e d  by th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  USSR. However, th e  , 
q u e s t io n  d id  n o t  a r i s e  in  p r a c t i c e  f o r  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  p e o p le .  B y e lo ru ss ia n  
c i t i z e n s  were proud  t h a t  th e  B y e lo ru ss ia n  SSR had been among th e  R ep u b lic s .w h ich  
had v o l u n t a r i l y  founded th e  USSR in  1922. The p eop le  o f  B y e lo r u s s ia ,  as  a  n a t io n »  
had been saved d u r in g  th e  d ark  y e a r s  o f  f a s c i s t  a g g re s s io n  by th e  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  
o f  a l l  th e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  USSR, and u n i ty  w ith  th e  o th e r  p e o p le s  o f  th e
S o v ie t  Union was an u n a l t e r a b l e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  p eop le  o f  th e  R e p u b l ic .  •

65 . Mr. Opsahl and S i r  V incen t Evans had  r a i s e d  a  g e n e ra l  q u e s t io n  r e g a rd in g  th e  
s ta te m e n t  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o -o p e ra t io n  among S t a t e s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  human r i g h t s  must p r im a r i l y  be. d i r e c t e d ' ; 
tow ards th e  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  mass and g ro s s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  human r i g h t s  o c c u r r in g
as a r e s u l t  o f  p o l i c i e s  o f  a g g re s s io n ,  c o lo n ia l i s m ,  r a c ism , a p a r t h e i d , and th e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  man by man. Mr. Opsahl had r e f e r r e d  to  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  
S cand inav ian  c o u n t r ie s  and o th e r  European c o u n t r ie s  in  o th e r  f i e l d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y '  
c o n ce rn in g  r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t s .  R efe ren ce  had a ls o  been made to  th e  l i n k s  w ith  
d é t e n t e .
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66. He w ished to  s t r e s s  t h a t  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  U n ited  N a tio n s  a c t io n  to
encourage and develop  u n iv e r s a l  r e s p e c t  f o r  human r i g h t s  and fundam ental
freedom s was l a r g e l y  dependent on th e  e x t e n t  to  which i t s  Member S t a t e s  made a
s y s te m a t ic  e f f o r t  f u l l y  to  achie.ve t h a t ' g o a l .  In  p r a c t i c e ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
e x p e r ie n c e  showed t h a t  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  e f f o r t s  t o . g u a ran tee  human r i g h t s
and freedom s was d i r e c t l y  dependen t upon the  g e n e ra l  w orld  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  was
n o t  by chance t h a t  th e  most w idesp read  and g ro s s  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  human r i g h t s
o c c u rre d  p r e c i s e ly 'w h e r e  a  p o l i c y  o f  a g g re s s io n ,  c o lo n ia l is m  and ra c ism  xvas C
ad o p ted . The more th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  took  s y s te m a tic  a c t io n  to  s t r e n g th e n .
peace and s e c u r i t y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d é te n te  and to  combat a l l  forms o f
a g g re s s io n ,  c o lo n ia l is m  and ra c ism , th e  more fa v o u ra b le  would the  c o n d i t io n s  r
c r e a te d  be f o r  im proving the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i t s  a c t i o n  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  human 
r i g h t s  and freedom s.

67• The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR in  th e  v a r io u s  U n ited  H â tio n s  
a s se m b lie s  and m e e tin g s  had f r e q u e n t ly  u n d e r l in e d  th e  im p o r tan t c o n t in u in g  r o l e ,  
o f  m easures to. in c r e a s e  th e  number o f  S t a t e s  p a r t i e s  to  th e  b a s ic  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
in s t ru m e n ts  in  th e  human r i g h t s  f i e l d .  U n ited  N a tio n s  b o d ie s  shou ld  
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  strive* i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  to  malee th o se  in s tru m e n ts  u n iv e r s a l  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ag reem en ts . They in c lu d e d ,  f i r s t  and fo rem o s t ,  th e  C onventions 
r e l a t i n g  to  g en o c id e , r a c i a l  d i s c r im in a t io n  and a p a r t h e id , and th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Covenants on human r i g h t s .  H is  d e le g a t io n  had c o n s i s t e n t l y  vo ted  f o r  th e  
ad.option o f  G eneral Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s  c a l l i n g  upon a l l  S t a t e s  to  adhere  to  
th e  Covenants and to  r a t i f y  them. At p r e s e n t ,  a s  was w e ll  known, on ly  a  t h i r d  
o f  th e  Member S ta te 's  o f  th e  U n ite d  Nattions had become p a r t i e s  to  the  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Covenant on C iv i l  and P o l i t i c a l  R ig h ts .  That s i t u a t i o n  was 
a la rm in g  and d i s t r e s s i n g .  The adherence* o f  a l l  S tag e s  to  th e  . Covenants and 
th e  v ig o ro u s  o b s e rv a t io n  o f  t h e i r  p r o v i s io n s  would open up b ro ad  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  
f o r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  a s  s t a t e d  i n  th e  C h a r te r  o f  th e  
U n ite d  N a tio n s  " to  r e a f f i t i n  f a i t h  i n  fundam enta l human r i g h t s ,  i n  th e  d ig n i ty  
and w orth  o f  th e  human p e rs o n ,  i n  th e  e q u a l  r i g h t s  o f  men and women and o f  
n a t io n s  la r g e  and sm a l l" .

68. In  c o n c lu s io n ,  he w ished  to  s t r e s s  t h a t  th e  m easures adop ted  i n  h i s  
co u n try  were ev idence  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  and e f f o r t s  made by the  R ep ub lic  to  en su re  
th e  e f f e c t i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  human r i g h t s  and freedom s, i n  accordance w ith  the  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Covenant on C iv i l  and P o l i t i c a l  R ig h t s .  They were a l s o  ev id en ce ’ ' 
o f  th e  R e p u b l ic ’ s w i l l  to  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  th e  Committee on Human R ig h ts  i n  a 
c o n s t r u c t iv e  s p i r i t ,  a s  w e ll  as  o f  i t s  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  C om m ittee 's  u s e f u l  
h u m a n ita r ia n  a c t i v i t y ,

69 . The CHAIRMAN thanked  th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  Government f o r  th e  r e p o r t  i t  had 
s u b m it te d ,  i t s  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  em inent p e rs o n s  to  r e p r e s e n t  i t  and th e  f r u i t f u l  
d ia lo g u e  which i t  had i n i t i a t e d  w ith  th e  Committee.

70. Mr. TCMÙSCHAT hoped t h a t ,  a s  had been  r e q u e s te d ,  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
th e  B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR would p ro v id e  th e  Committee w ith  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  t e x t s  
from which he had quo ted  p a s s a g e s  d u r in g  h i s  s ta te m e n t .

• ............................................... . •. • ■ « t

71. Mr. STANKEVITCH~ (ByeIo ru  s s i a n  S o v ie t  S o c i a l i s t 'R e p u b l i c )  s a id  t h a t  he 
w i l l i n g l y  ag reed  to  t h a t  r e q u e s t ,  b u t  Wished to  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  a  new. e d i t i o n
o f  th e  C iv i l  Code Was in  p r e p a r a t i o n  and t h a t  th e  C rim inal Code wasvb e in g  *
r e v i s e d  i n  o rd e r  to  ta k e  in t o  accoun t th e  new C o n s t i tu t i o n  j u s t  adop ted  by  th e  .....
B y e lo ru s s ia n  SSR.
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72. The CHAIRMAN s a id  t h a t  th e  Committee had com pleted i t s  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  
agenda item  4 »

ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item  2) ( c o n t in u e d )

73» The CHAIRMAN s a id  t h a t  th e  Government o f  I ra q  would be s u b m it t in g  i t s  
r e p o r t  v e ry  s h o r t l y  b e fo re  th e  n e x t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Committee. There was 
th e r e f o r e  no need  to  send i t  a rem in d er .

74» S i r  V incen t EVANS asked  which r e p o r t s  th e  Committee would be c o n s id e r in g  
a t  i t s  A p r i l  s e s s io n .

75- The CHAIRMAN r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e  Committee would c o n s id e r  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  
the  r e p o r t s  b e fo re  i t ,  i n  th e  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  o rd e r  i n  which th e y  had been  
r e c e iv e d ,  w h e ther th e y  were i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s  o r  addenda. He th o u g h t t h a t  th e r e  
would be about s ix  o r  e i g h t  o f  them.

76. The l e t t e r  from ILO (CCPR/o/L.3/Add.3) need  n o t  be d is c u s s e d  a t  p r e s e n t  
and, i n  any e v e n t ,  th e  agenda f o r  th e  n e x t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  Committee would 
c o n ta in  th e  u s u a l  i tem  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  c o -o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  Committee 
w ith  th e  s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c ie s  concerned . He u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  on t h a t  o c c a s io n  
th e  Committee would a l s o  have b e fo re  i t  a  l e t t e r  from UNESCO.

The m eeting  ro se  a t  5 .5 0  P.m.




