UNITED

NATIONS C E R D

Di str.
GENERAL

International Convention on
the Elimination

CERD/ C/ SR. 1265
of all Forms of 7 July 1998
Racial Discrimination

ENGLI SH
Oiginal: FRENCH

COW TTEE ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON
Fifty-second session
SUMVARY RECORD OF THE 1265t h MEETI NG

Hel d at the Pal ais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 16 March 1998, at 10 a.m

Chai r man: M. ABOUL- NASR
CONTENTS

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COWMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (conti nued)

El eventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of the
Li byan Arab Janmhiriya (continued)

Tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth periodic reports of Caneroon

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nmenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendumto be issued
shortly after the end of the session.

GE. 98- 15567 (E)



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1265
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COWVMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (conti nued)

El eventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 13; HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 77) (conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the del egation of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya took seats at the Conmittee table.

2. M. SHAHI stressed the need to fill in the gaps in the report
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 13) that had been nentioned by M. Garval ov, one of which

was the lack of population statistics showing national origin. The Commttee
shoul d be informed of the denographic composition of the group of

over 7,500 non-Libyans fromcountries such as Egypt, Chad and Ni ger who were
currently living in Libya because, while the Convention authorized

di stinctions between nationals and non-nationals, it did not authorize

di stinctions between different categories of foreigners. He recalled in

t hat connection that, during his termas Mnister for Foreign Affairs, he

had succeeded in preventing the expul sion of 30,000 Pakistanis from Libya.

3. Informati on on Libya's Berber population was al so | acking. He asked the
Li byan del egation to substantiate the statenment in paragraph 3 of the report -
to the effect that Libyans were of comon racial origin, professed |Islam and
spoke Arabic - with data on the ethnicity of Berbers and the racial affinities
bet ween Arabs and Berbers. He hoped that all non-Libyans woul d benefit from
the wealth accruing to the country fromoil.

4, Par agraphs 8, 17, 20 and 46 of the report outlined Libya's politica
structure and sone of the rights protected by the country's basic | egislation
but information was |acking on | egal provisions for inplenmentation of the
Convention. For exanple, the Conm ttee had not been informed of any specific
| egi sl ation designed to inplenent article 4. Principle 17 of the Geat G een
Docunment on Human Rights in the Age of the Masses referred to in paragraph 23
of the report, under which Libya rejected any discrimnation between human
bei ngs, was ineffectual unless enforced through corresponding |egislation

5. The sane applied to article 5 of the Convention. While the report
referred in several passages to the Penal Code, the Geat G een Document and
the Pronotion of Freedom Act, which were certainly extrenely inportant basic
i nstruments, and occasionally nentioned steps to pronpte a particular right
provided for in article 5, those indications were inadequate because they
failed to give the Cormittee a clear idea of the extent to which |egislation
covered all relevant rights, or of its practical application, especially with
regard to possible conflicts arising fromunequal treatnment of non-Libyans.

6. Information on the application of article 6 was al so inconplete.

Par agraph 79 of the report referred the Conmttee to details provided within
the context of article 5, although the scope of the two articles was entirely
different.



CERD/ C/ SR. 1265
page 3

7. Commendi ng Libya for submitting a report and sendi ng a del egation, he
expressed the hope that the fifteenth report would be nore detail ed and al so
nore specific regarding the guarantee of equal rights, especially for
non- Li byans.

8. Ms. ZOU Deci asked how the notion of a mnority was defined in Libya.
It seened fromthe previous day's responses that, since the Berbers were on
very good ternms with the Arabs and since other ethnic groups were few in
nunber and wi dely dispersed, there were no mnorities in the country. She
chal l enged those criteria. A mnority was not determ ned by the size of a
particular group or its good or bad relations with the majority popul ation
group. What mattered was the existence of an identity and distinctive
characteristics. And since the Berbers had their own | anguage and custons,
they should be viewed as a national minority. Mreover, it could not be
inferred fromthe existence of only one nationality in a country that there
was no racial discrimnation. She hoped that Libya would adopt appropriate
policies to inplenent the Convention and protect the rights of its mnorities.

9. The CHAI RMAN, speaking as a nmenber of the Committee, took up a point
made by M. Shahi, which he felt called for closer scrutiny so that the
Committee could agree on a position backed by solid argunments: the question
of equal treatnent of different categories of foreigners in a given country.
Al or nearly all States commonly afforded nore favourable treatnment to
national s of countries belonging to their own group, for exanple the

Eur opean Uni on, the League of Arab States or the Organization of

African Unity. The question arose as to whether States parties should be
urged to abandon that practice.

10. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya), Director of the Treaties and Lega
Affairs Department of the CGeneral People's Cormmittee for Foreign Liaison and
I nternational Cooperation, replied to questions raised by M. Garval ov.

Al t hough the latter had expressed doubts regarding the absence of racia

di scrimnation in Libya, he assured himthat, while there mght be isolated

i ndi vi dual cases |ike everywhere else in the world, racismas such was
unknown. It was prohibited by religion and, to respond to another of

M. Garvalov's concerns, it was also prohibited by | aw

11. On the question of Berber, Tuareg and African mnorities, he reiterated
that the first two groups were of Arab origin, that Berber was an ancient Arab
| anguage and that attenpts to draw distinctions between mnorities and the
majority or anong different mnorities were liable to create a probl em where
none had exi sted before. The nane Tuareg sinply designated desert Bedouins.
As to the Blacks, they accounted for half the popul ation of southern Libya,
which did not prevent themfromconstituting with other Libyans a single
people with a single | anguage and a single religion, w thout distinction as to
colour. There were al so non-Libyans from sub- Saharan Africa living in Libya;
sonme of them had enpl oynment contracts with corresponding rights and others
were illegal inmmgrants but they were expelled only in the event that they
failed to find work, as was the practice worl dw de.

12. M. Garval ov had al so inquired about differences in the treatnment of
Li byans and non-Li byans. Such differences existed only in respect of the
exercise of political rights. Oherwi se there was no discrimnation in any
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branch of daily life. Libya needed foreign manpower and the existing foreign
wor kf or ce, conposed of nationals of over 75 nationalities in the early 1980s,
lived and worked under the same conditions as Li byans and enjoyed the sane
protection in the areas of justice, access to housing, health care, etc.

13. In conclusion, he assured the Cormittee that the requested
statistical data would be provided in the next periodic report of the
Li byan Arab Janahiriya

14. Ms. SHELLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Counsellor, General People's
Conmittee for Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation, replying to a
guestion on the functioning of political institutions, said that |egislative
authority was vested in the General People's Congress, which was conposed of
representatives of extrenely diverse bodies, as could be gathered from
paragraph 10 of the report. An inportant organ of the Congress was its
Secretariat, whose nmembers were sel ected from anong experienced candi dates
sel ected by their peers.

15. Every citizen took part in the life of the nation through his or her
menber ship of the basic people's congresses, which were in turn represented

in the Ceneral People's Congress. All matters of relevance to Libyan society,
even questions raised by ordinary citizens, were first discussed in the basic
peopl e's congresses. The recomendati ons of the people's congresses were then
submtted to the General People's Congress, which decided whether they should
be given legal formand force. For exanple, it was followi ng a recommendati on
by the basic people's congresses that the General People's Congress had
ratified the Convention as well as other international instruments. Once
ratified, the Convention had been published in the Oficial Gazette and
publicized in all the nedia; it currently had the status of a law to which the
Li byan State, its organs and its citizens were subject.

16. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamehiriya) said that Africans who were |egally
enpl oyed in Libya enjoyed the rights set forth in their enploynent contract.
Wth regard to illegal imigrants, if they found work, and the vast mmjority
did, they were allowed to remain in Libya. The remainder were escorted to the
frontier, as was the practice in nost countries. Lastly, he pointed out that
hal f the popul ati on was bl ack-ski nned and that there were no col our-rel ated
problems in the country.

17. He stressed that there was no discrimnation agai nst Berbers and
Tuaregs, contrary to the allegations in the report of the Departnent of State
of the United States to which M. Garvalov had referred, and that Bl acks and
Berbers in particular lived on an equal footing with other Libyans.

18. The tribe in Libya corresponded to what was usually referred to as the
extended famly. It was neither a community nor a sect, but constituted a
soci al base that played a useful role for Libyan society and the State.

19. In addition to the Constitutional Declaration, the Geat G een Document,
the Pronmotion of Freedom Act and other instruments contained provisions
simlar to those of the Convention. For exanple, the Penal Code stipul ated

t hat anyone who i npeded or sought to inpede the holding of a religious rite
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as puni shabl e by one year's inprisonnent. The desecration of religious sites
and the publication of witings directed against any religi on whatsoever were
al so puni shabl e by | aw

20. Referring to paragraph 35 of the list of issues submitted by

M. Garval ov (docunent without a synmbol distributed during the neeting), he
said that the Constitutional Declaration, the Declaration Establishing the
People's Authority, the G eat G een Docunent and the Pronmption of Freedom Act
all had | egal status.

21. The Convention forned an integral part of donmestic legislation. It
therefore had | egal force and, like all other international instrunents
adopted by Libya, was reasonably conpatible with national legislation, in
particul ar the Shariah, which unequivocally enshrined human rights.

22. The provisions of the Penal Code, the Pronotion of Freedom Act and the
Great Green Docunent were consistent with those of article 5 of the
Conventi on.

23. Wth regard to inheritance, Muslimrights were based on the Shariah
whose rules were applied by the courts. 1In the case of non-Mislinms, the | aws
of their country of origin were applicable to foreigners and the precepts of
their religion to Libyans.

24. Lastly, he said that the Koran was the prinmary source of the Shariah

The second source of |aw was the Sunna, a code based on the teachings and
practices of the Prophet. The interpretations of Koranic exegetists were also
taken into account.

25. Ms. SHELLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the Shariah prompted the
advancenent of wonen, who were nen's equals in ternms of rights and duties.

26. Article 14 of the Constitutional Declaration stipulated that education
was conpul sory for all Libyans until the end of elementary schooling. The
State built schools and universities in both urban and rural areas. There
m ght be cases, although they were few and far between, of girls failing to
attend school for fam |y reasons.

27. Addi tional information would be provided in the next report on the
i ncorporation of issues related to racial discrimnation in education

28. Wonen took part in all social activities. There were nore and nore
wonen | awyers, diplomats and teachers. The Constitutional Declaration and the
Great Green Docunent enphasized wonen's right to choose appropriate

enpl oynent. Act No. 58 of 1970 concerni ng enpl oyment protected wonmen agai nst
dangerous conditions of enploynent. There was provision for three nonths of
paid maternity | eave. Mdthers were allowed one hour in the norning and one in
the afternoon to nurse their child. Mreover, the establishment of

ki ndergartens and nurseries left wonmen free to work, and nmen and wonen

recei ved equal pay for equal work
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29. She had no know edge of any case of racial discrimnation brought before
the courts or the Suprene Court.

30. Wth regard to the Convention, it had been published on adoption in the
Oficial Gazette and publicized in the nedia and universities, just |ike al
international treaties to which Libya acceded.

31. She said that, where there was a conflict between |egislation and the
Convention, it was the Convention which prevail ed.

32. The CHAI RMAN expressed the view that many of the questions raised bore
no relationship to the field of application of the Convention, for exanple
those relating to the | aw of inheritance and the Shariah. Libya had certainly
menti oned those matters in its report but the Conmittee should have avoi ded
going into themin detail. Mreover, he regretted that the del egati on had
responded primarily to the questions raised by the Country Rapporteur

M. Garval ov, no doubt on account of the Committee's working nethod.

Stressing that the questions asked by other experts serving on the Commttee
were of no |less inportance than those of the Country Rapporteur, he requested
the del egation to give the sane attention to all questions raised by Commttee
menbers and to overl ook questions that had no bearing on the field of
application of the Convention

33. M. RECHETOV said he had al so noted that the Libyan del egati on had not
replied to certain questions raised by the menbers of the Conmmttee.

34. However, he wel coned the dial ogue that had been established with the
State party. His colleagues would no doubt recall a tinme in the not too

di stant past when the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya had been content to submt
one-page reports to the Conmittee referring on all points to the precepts of
the Koran. At the current session, the head of the Libyan del egati on had
admtted that cases of racial discrinmnation existed in the country, while
insisting that they were individual cases unrelated to State policy. That
argunent, which was commnly adduced by States parties, was, of course

i nadm ssible as far as the Conmittee was concerned, because of the inplication
that States were exonerated of responsibility in the matter.

35. He hoped that the State party's next report would be nore detail ed and
that the Libyan delegation would transnmit the Commttee's concerns to its
Gover nnment .

36. M. GARVALOV (Country Rapporteur), summarizing the debate, said that,
when transmitting his questions and observations to the Libyan del egation, he
had not for a nonent inplied that it should not also respond to questions

rai sed by other nmenbers of the Committee.

37. Wth regard to the Shariah, the status of wonmen or the question of
religion, subjects which had just been described as not really comng within
t he scope of the Convention, he had fornul ated his questions very carefully.
Thus, he had basically sought to establish whether the Shariah was conpati bl e
with the provisions of the Convention and whether the Convention had higher
authority in the donestic legal order. As it happened, the reply of the
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Li byan del egation to the effect that the Convention took precedence over the
Shariah in donestic | aw but was only “reasonably conpatible” with it had |eft
hi m feel i ng sonmewhat confused.

38. Wth regard to the religious issue, he had raised it mainly in order to
clarify the situation of Blacks, Berbers and other non-Arab mnorities.

39. On the whole, he felt that the Commttee should be pleased with the

di al ogue it had established with the Libyan del egati on, although that did not
mean it was satisfied with the responses to all questions raised. Mich nore
detailed information regarding, for exanple, articles 4 and 6 of the
Convention and, above all, article 7 would have been useful. He welconed the
prom se by the State party to provide detailed statistics on the conposition
of the population in its next report, since that would help to develop a
clearer picture of the problemof the mnorities which undoubtedly existed in

Libya. 1In that connection, he stressed that the Cormittee in no way supported
illegal immigration and could not blame a State party for adopting a strict
policy on illegal inmmgrants. However, it needed information on the status of
all foreigners and such immgrants fell into that category.

40. He hoped that the next report of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya would be
submitted in time and that the incipient dialogue would be continued.

41. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the presence of the

Li byan del egati on before the Committee denonstrated the will of the nationa
authorities to inplenent all international human rights instrunents, in
particul ar the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Raci al Di scrimnation

42. The del egation had replied primarily to the questions raised by the
Country Rapporteur because they seenmed to coincide with those of other menbers
or at least to resenble them closely.

43. In response to a comrent by M. Rechetov, he observed that no society in
the world was perfect and that individual cases of discrimnation existed
everywhere. However, the Libyan State, like any civilized State, was

resolutely opposed to such behavi our

44, The Li byan del egati on woul d endeavour to respond in its next report to
all questions it had been obliged to | eave pending owing to | ack of
i nformati on.

45. The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had concluded its consideration of
the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports of the
Li byan Arab Janahiriya

46. The Libyan del egation withdrew.

The neeting was suspended at 11.50 a.m and resuned at noon
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Tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth periodic reports of Caneroon
( CERD/ C/ 298/ Add. 3)

47. At the invitation of the Chairman, M. Younsi, M. Eban and M. Ekounou
(Caneroon) took seats at the Committee table.

48. M. YOUMSI (Caneroon), Director of Legislation at the Mnistry of
Justice, introducing the report of Caneroon (CERD/ C/ 298/ Add.3), said that it
was a conposite document conbining the tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth
periodic reports that Caneroon should have subnitted to the Commttee in

July 1990, 1992, 1994 and 1996 respectively. |In accordance with the
Committee's guidelines, the report consisted of a general part describing the
framewor k and context in which the Governnent of Caneroon sought to inplement
the Convention, followed by a second part on the inplenmentation of articles 2
to 7.

47. Cameroon was in all respects an extrenely diverse country: in
geographic, ethnic, historical, sociocultural, religious and econom c terms.

50. Modern cul tures shaped by a strong English and French influence had been
grafted onto traditional |ocal cultures. English and French were still the
two official |anguages. Yet a breakdown of the popul ation by nother tongue
showed that there were 230 different ethnic groups in the country falling into
five major categories. That ethnic diversity, conpounded by climtic
diversity, neant that devel opnment |evels and potential were very uneven, sone
popul ati on groups such as the Pygm es and Bororos being particularly

vul nerabl e.

51. Al t hough Caneroon was a secular State, ethnic diversity entailed
consi derable religious diversity and the popul ati on included Christians,
Musl i ns and ani m sts.

52. But heterogeneity went hand in hand with great tol erance and a

wi | lingness to accept otherness. The 230 ethnic groups spread throughout the
country lived together peacefully in a society based on exchange and shari ng.
It was in this conmparatively favourable environnment that the Cameroonian

Gover nment was endeavouring to pursue, step by step and dependi ng on avail abl e
resources and priorities, an effective policy of elimnation of all forns of
discrimnation, in conformty with articles 2 to 7 of the Convention

53. The neasures taken at the national |evel to inplenent the basic

provi sions of the Convention were described in detail in the second part of
the report. Wth regard to article 2, the Canerooni an Penal Code established
the principle of the equality of all before the |law and puni shed

di scrim natory behaviour. Discrimnation was not only punishable as such but
al so constituted an aggravating circunstance when associated with certain
crimnal acts such as viol ence and assault.

54. At the sanme tinme, Cameroon pursued a policy of “affirmative action” to
protect the nost vul nerable (mnors, pregnant wonen, the disabled), mnorities
or vul nerabl e groups such as the Bororos or Pygm es, on behalf of whom specia
measures were taken in the areas of education, training, health and

i ntegration.
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55. In accordance with article 3 of the Convention, the Caneroonian

Gover nment had al ways condemmed the apartheid policy in South Africa. There
was no racial segregation in Caneroon because such an attitude would be

i ncompati ble with the Caneroonian nentality.

56. Wth regard to article 4, Canmeroon vigorously condemed all raci st
propaganda; in particular, news nedia found guilty of fomenting tribal hatred
were liable to very severe |legal penalties. |In addition, no political party

whi ch included anpong its objectives any form what soever of racia
di scrimnation would be allowed to register

57. Equal treatnent before the courts and equal enjoynent of the civi
rights referred to in article 5 of the Convention were guaranteed by the
Constitution and various |egislative provisions.

58. As provided for in article 6 of the Convention, victinms of racia
discrimnation were entitled to just reparation. However, there were
relatively few precedents because cases of discrimnation were rare

59. Lastly, with regard to article 7 of the Convention, education and
training were designed to pronote cultural interm xing and advocat ed peacefu
coexi stence, and the National Comm ttee on Human Ri ghts and Freedons was doi ng
val uabl e work in that area

60. M. de GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur) said that on 13 March 1997 a

Camer ooni an del egati on had provided the Committee, in oral form wth

i nformati on on new facts and legislation relating to the inplementation of the
Convention and had announced on that occasion the subm ssion of the report
before the Conmittee, which denpnstrated the Government's will to maintain a
di al ogue with the Comrittee in spite of various adm nistrative difficulties.
He commended t he Camerooni an Government on sending a high-level delegation to
underscore the inportance it attached to the inplenentation of the Convention
inits territory.

61. The first part of the report, which enconpassed four periodic reports,
reflected the Governnment's endeavour to conply with the Commttee's guidelines
on subm ssion of periodic reports. The section on general ethnic, social
political, economc, cultural and institutional data concerning the country
was particularly detailed and hel pful, highlighting the great diversity of
Caner ooni an society, which reflected historical influences stenmng from
French and English colonization and fromthe | arge nunber of ethnic groups.
It also provided useful denmpgraphic information concerning the country's

14, 045, 000 i nhabi tants, which included 230 ethnic groups falling into five
maj or categories: the Bantu in the south, south-west, centre and sout h-east
and on the coast, the sem -Bantu in the west and north-west, the Sudanese in
t he Adamaoua and the north, the Peulh, the Choa Arabs of the Lake Chad basin
and the Pygny popul ati on estinmated at about 50, 000 persons.

62. He noted with satisfaction that ethnic diversity, far frombeing a
source of conflict and constituting an obstacle to coexi stence, was perceived
by the authorities and the popul ation as a source of mutual enrichment

(para. 8 of the report). However, various non-governnmental organizations
(NGCs) and the Department of State of the United States reported persistent
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ethnic discrimnation in favour of President Biya's Bulu ethnic group and the
Beti ethnic group, which allegedly held key offices in the Governnent, the
security forces and the arnmy. Ethnic discrimnation was also said to be

wi despread in other areas, as individual ethnic groups sought preferentia
treatment for their nenbers. The Committee would appreciate clarifications in
that regard

63. Par agraphs 10 to 15 provi ded val uabl e information on soci o-economn ¢ and
cultural indicators, including figures for the main religions (Catholics,
Muslims and Protestants), nother tongues, the literacy rate (at 68 per cent
one of the highest in central Africa), the unenpl oynent rate (about

20 per cent), and the foreign population (sonme 4 mllion people).

64. The report also provided information on the political structure

(paras. 16 to 23) and the general framework within which human rights were
protected (paras. 24 to 29). The Conmittee would appreciate nore detail ed

i nformati on on the National Comrittee on Human Ri ghts and Freedons established
by decree on 8 Novenber 1990, particularly the nmeans of action at its disposa
and its main achievenents. It would also wel conme information on
representative human rights NGOs which took part in the Commttee's activities
and on the kind of role they played.

65. The Conmittee was particularly interested in Cameroon's policy on
mnorities, especially its activities and progranmes on behalf of the Pygnies
in the eastern and southern provinces (paras. 39 to 44). He wondered,
however, whether there was an el ement of anbiguity in the “Econonic

i ntegration of the Baka/Bakola” project (para. 39) inasmuch as the strategy
designed to “stabilize the Pygnies in their canps” could result in their
continued isolation and nmarginalization. He w shed to hear the delegation's
views on the matter

66. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of articles 2 to 4 of the Convention
the information on crimnal |egislation sanctioning the different acts of
racismreferred to in article 4 of the Convention was inadequate. He rem nded
Caneroon that the Conmittee viewed the inclusion of general norns in the
Constitution as inadequate for the purposes of article 4 of the Convention
Specific provisions were needed to crimnalize acts such as the dissem nation
of racist ideas, incitenent to racial discrimnation, racial violence,
provocation to such acts, assistance for racial activities and participation
in racist propaganda organizations. |In that respect, articles 241 and 242 of
t he Canerooni an Penal Code concerning racial defamation or insulting behaviour
and deni al of access to public places or enploynment on account of racia
origin seened to fall far short of the requirements of article 4 of the
Conventi on.

67. He wi shed to hear from Caneroon about neasures taken to supplement its
penal legislation with a viewto conbating all possible forms of racia

di scrimnation, as the Conmttee had requested when considering its previous
reports. He reninded the delegation in that connection that, even if no
raci st circunstances or practices existed in a country, anti-racist pena

| egi sl ati on was necessary in any case to prevent any manifestati on of such
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phenonena and to reflect in the law the inportance attached by the State to
the values of interracial or inter-ethnic tolerance and understandi ng as part
of a | arge-scal e awareness-building effort.

68. Wth regard to the application of article 5 of the Convention, he found
the information in paragraphs 51 to 54 unduly general and nore relevant to the
International Covenants on Civil and Political Ri ghts and on Economic, Socia
and Cultural Rights than to the fight against racial or ethnic discrimnation
wi thin the neaning of article 5.

69. Referring to reports by Amesty International, he asked what action had
been taken by the Caneroonian Governnent on the request by the Internationa
Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda for the extradition of several Rwandese nationals
accused of involvenent in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, and requested details
concerning the arrest, prosecution and conviction of opponents of the
Governnent, particularly menbers of the Denpcratic Social Front and the
Nat i onal Uni on for Denobcracy and Progress, but also students and journalists
bel ongi ng to vari ous news nedia, which had allegedly been suspended. The
Conmittee woul d al so appreciate information on the particularly harsh
conditions of detention of prisoners in certain prisons in isolated areas such
as Mantoum New-Bell and Doual a.

70. Wth regard to the application of article 5 (b) of the Convention
concerning the right to security of person, he wi shed to know whether it was
true, as stated in the 1997 report of Ammesty International, that traditiona
chiefs known as | am bé continued to hold political opponents in unofficial

pl aces of detention with the “tacit approval of the Government”.

71. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 5 (d) concerning freedom of
expression, he wished to know whether it was true that the director of the
private opposition nmedia group Le Messager, M. Pius N awé, had been sentenced
to two years' inprisonnent without parole for “spreading false news” in an
article reporting that the Head of State had had a heart attack

72. Wth regard to the application of article 6 of the Convention, he read
in the report that “as discrimnation based on race or religion is seldom
found in the Caneroonian social nentality, no cases involving discrimnation
[...] are brought before the courts” (para. 56). He advised the del egation
that the Comm ttee generally found such argunments unconvincing. It was

i nportant for countries to provide it with statistical data on conplaints,
prosecutions, convictions and conpensation awards relating to raci st offences
so that it could determ ne whether the Convention was being inmplemented
effectively in practice. The fact that there had been no | egal proceedi ngs
could be attributed to various factors, such as public ignorance or m strust
of the authorities, indifference on the part of the police and judiciary to
racially notivated offences or failure by the judicial authorities to attach
due inportance to that type of unlawful behaviour. He therefore urged the
Camer ooni an Governnent to provide the Conmittee with nore extensive
information in its next periodic report on the inplenentation of article 6.

73. Wth regard to the application of article 7 of the Convention, the
i nformati on given in paragraphs 57 to 61 of the report regardi ng education
culture and information was brief, very general and of little significance.
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The Committee was unlikely to be convinced by the statement that infornmation
on racial discrimnation was not a necessity in Canmeroon inasnuch as the
cultures of the various ethnic groups attached priority to wel com ng
foreigners, who were easily accepted and integrated (para. 59). The

Camer ooni an Governnent must therefore provide additional information in its
next report on the neasures it was adopting to ensure equality of treatnent
for different ethnic groups, to pronote the nost di sadvantaged groups in the
fields of teaching, education, culture, information and the nmedia, and to

i ncul cate respect for human rights and a spirit of inter-ethnic tol erance and
understanding not only in teachers and students but also in | aw enforcenment
officials, in accordance with the Conmttee's General Recomendation X1

74. Addi tional information was al so needed on the neasures that the
Government was taking to encourage action by anti-raci st non-governnenta
organi zations or associations and to facilitate their contacts with the
authorities, and on neasures to dissem nate the Convention widely and to
publicize the Governnment's periodic reports and the Committee's concl usions.

75. Lastly, the Committee would |like to hear fromthe del egati on whether the
Caner ooni an Government intended to make the declaration provided for in
article 14 of the Convention and to accept the amendnment to article 8,

par agraph 6, concerning the financing of the Committee.

76. Consci ous of having made heavy demands on the Canerooni an del egation, he
said his object had been to facilitate the task of preparing their next
periodic report. He drew attention to the possibility of using the advisory
services offered by the secretariat of the Office of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts.

77. The CHAIRMAN said that M. de Gouttes' inquiry about article 14 had been
made in a personal capacity and announced that other nmenbers of the Committee
woul d put additional questions to the Canerooni an del egati on at the next

nmeeti ng.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




