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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

PREVENTI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, | NCLUDI NG EARLY WARNI NG MEASURES AND
URGENT ACTI ON PROCEDURES (agenda item 3)

Rwanda

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, M. Kananura (Rwanda) took a place at
the Commttee table.

2. M. KANANURA (Rwanda) expressed regret that his Government had been
unabl e to subnit the eighth, ninth, tenth and el eventh periodic reports, the
del ay having been due mainly to the war that had broken out in Rwanda in 1990
and the massacres and genocide of 1994. 1In the afternmath of those tragic
events, Rwanda had been working to establish the political institutions needed
to restore peace and security in the country. H's Governnment was grateful to
the Conmittee for allowing it to submit the above-nentioned reports in a
singl e docunent in the near future.

3. Provi ding first some background data on the country, he said that
Rwanda' s popul ation of 7.7 mllion people was conmposed of three ethnic groups,
the Bahutu, the Batutsi and the Batwa, who all spoke the national |anguage,

Ki nyarwanda. The distinction between the three ethnic groups was not as
clear-cut as between tribes in other African countries. The three groups
intermarri ed, spoke the sane | anguage, shared the same culture and |ived
together on the sane territory, not in separate areas.

4, havi ng suffered the consequences of the policy of exclusion of the
earlier regimes, Rwanda was doing everything in its power to ensure that the
menbers of the three ethnic groups were henceforth equal, both before the | aw
and in actual practice.

5. He briefly reviewed the structure of Rwanda's political and

judicial system The 1991 Constitution, the 1993 Arusha Peace Agreenent,

the 1994 Decl aration of the Rwandese Patriotic Front (FPR) and

the 1994 Protocol of Agreenent, all formed an integral part of Rwandan
fundamental |aw. Human rights were guaranteed by the fundanmental |aw, the

i nternational conventions to which Rwanda was a party and special |egislation
Their protection was ensured by the courts. Pursuant to |egislation passed by
the Parliament on 19 January 1999, a National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion had been
set up to examine all violations of human rights commtted on Rwandan
territory, in particular by state bodies, individuals acting on behalf of the
State and national organi zations operating in Rwanda.

6. Hi s CGovernnent had | aunched a nunber of human rights information
programes. Human rights issues were being included in the educationa
curriculum The popul ation was also informed of its rights through
broadcasts. One of the tasks of the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion woul d be
to heighten human rights awareness in the Rwandan popul ati on

7. Concerning inplenmentation of articles 2 to 7 of the Convention, he said
that Rwanda was deeply comritted to respecting fundanental human rights and
firmy supported all peoples that conbated racial discrimnation in any form
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Hi s Covernnent vigorously condemmed any activity involving racismor racia
di scrimnation as being prejudicial to the exercise of human rights and
fundamental freedons and to international peace and security.

8. Rwanda recogni zed the val ues and principles enshrined in the

i nternati onal conventions and human rights instrunments whi ch Rmanda had
ratified, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the

I nternational Human Ri ghts Covenants, the Convention on the Prevention and
Puni shment of the Crine of Genocide, the International Convention on the
Suppressi on and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Apartheid, the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation and the
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights.

9. At the national level, the principle of non-discrimnation was anchored
notably in the Constitution of 10 June 1991 and the Arusha Peace Agreenent and
its Protocols. Whereas in the past, official documents had been required to
state ethnic origin, article 16 of the Protocol to the Agreenent did away with
any such reference.

10. A nunber of other |laws and regul ations also |aid down the principle of
non-di scrimnation. Article 393 of the Penal Code nmade sl ander, insults or
acts of hatred directed against a group of persons who were nenbers of a
particular race or religion as well as acts likely to instigate such hatred
puni shabl e by a prison sentence of fromone nonth to one year and/or a fine
not exceeding 5,000 francs. Article 25 of the Labour Code prohibited al

di scrimnation in enploynent. The CGovernnent had al so taken nmeasures to
elimnate racial discrimnation in the areas of education, culture and

i nformati on.

11. Concerning nore particularly the inplenentation of article 2, he said
that in order to give effect to article 2.1. (a), the Constitution recogni zed
the equality of all citizens before the | aw w thout any distinction, expressly
prohi bited racial discrimnation and guaranteed that foreigners enjoyed the
sanme civil rights as Rwandan citizens.

12. Article 28 of decree-law 06/82 of 7 January 1982 on the status of
judicial personnel stipulated that judges were required to serve the cause of
justice without any discrimnation on the basis, inter alia, of race,

colour, origin, ethnic group or clan. The suprene judicial authority for
adm ni strative matters, the Council of State, could annul any discrimnatory
adm ni strative act, neasure or decision

13. The af orementi oned neasures, by their very nature, gave effect to the
conmi tment under article 2 not to sponsor, defend or support racia

di scrimnation by any persons or organizations. Such acts were punishabl e
under the Penal Code and the Labour Code.

14. The foll ow ng neasures had been taken to inplenment article 2.1. (c) of
the Convention: anendnent and revision of the 1978 Constitution by the
adoption of the 1991 Constitution guaranteeing fundanental rights and
freedons; reaffirmation in the Arusha Peace Agreement of the firm
determination to respect the principles of the rule of [aw, denocracy,

nati onal unity, pluralismand fundanmental human rights and freedons;
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establ i shnment of the National Human Ri ghts Conm ssion; setting up of the
National Unity and Reconciliation Conm ssion under |egislation passed
on 19 January 1999.

15. Regardi ng i npl enentation of article 3 of the Convention, he said that
Rwanda had consistently condemned raci al segregation, and apartheid in
particular. Equality before the | aw was guaranteed for all w thout any
distinction. But the nmassacres and genoci de of 1994 had taken place despite
t hose neasures, and in order to prevent the crinme of genoci de once and for
all, Inmplementing Act No. 8/96 of 30 August 1996 on the organi zati on of the
prosecution of offences constituting the crinme of genocide or crines against
humani ty, which had entered into force on 1 Cctober 1990, specifically

provi ded for puni shnent of those crines.

16. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
af orementi oned article 393 of the Penal Code prescribed punishnent for al
acts of discrimnation, as did Inplementing Act No. 8/ 96 for the crine of
genoci de.

17. Article 16 of the Constitution enshrining equality of all citizens
before the | aw without any discrimnation was the basic text of relevance to
the inplenentation of article 5 of the Convention. Equal treatnment in the
courts was set forth in article 92 of the Constitution.

18. Articles 310-395 of the Penal Code guaranteed the right to security of
person and protection agai nst violence or bodily harm whether inflicted by
government officials or by any individual group or institution; article 297
made arbitrary detention a punishabl e of fence.

19. The Rwandan Constitution and | egislation guaranteed the civil and
political rights set out in article 5. They included the right to freedom of
movement, al though imm gration, em gration and change of residence were
subject to certain restrictions on grounds of public order or State security,
the right to nationality, the right to marriage and choi ce of spouse, the
right to own property, the right to inherit, freedom of thought, conscience
and religion, freedom of opinion and expression and freedom of peacefu
assenbly and associ ation. Economi c, social and cultural rights were
guaranteed not only under the Constitution but also by virtue of Rwanda's
ratification of the Internati onal Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultura

Ri ghts and by | egislation, including the Labour Code.

20. Under its housing policy, the Governnent had notably granted
subsidies to the Twa mnority to i mprove the ranshackle dwellings in which
they were housed. A fund to assist the neediest survivors of the genocide,
focusi ng on education, health and housing, had been established by an Act
of 22 January 1998.

21. Heal th policy had focused on the provision of |owcost nedical care in
State hospitals, the decentralization of health care and health education
There were plans to extend social security coverage to include health

i nsurance for the entire popul ation
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22. Equality of access to public places and services was guaranteed by
articles 16 and 21 of the Constitution.

23. Wth regard to article 6 of the Convention, the right of every
i ndi vidual to seek redress before the courts and other conpetent bodi es was
guaranteed by article 14 of the Constitution.

24, Turning to article 7, he said that Inplenenting Act No. 1/1985 provided
for both public and private educational establishments and human rights were
currently being incorporated in their curricula. The Constitution guaranteed
freedom of association and freedomto participate in cultural activities.
Government human rights information programes included radi o broadcasts
dealing with the judicial systemin general and human rights in particular

25. The recently established Human Ri ghts Comm ssion and National Unity and
Reconciliation Conm ssion were to serve as the basic framework for the
saf eguardi ng of human rights and human rights teaching. |In keeping with its

comm tments under the Convention, the Broad-Based Transitional Government had
assigned top priority to reconciliation anong the three Rnvandan et hnic groups
and the replacement of the culture of inpunity by a culture of human rights.

26. M. van BOVEN (Country Rapporteur) said that the passive stance of the
i nternational comunity during the genocide in Rwanda in 1994 had been a
serious defeat for the United Nations as a whole and for the Commttee on the
Eli m nati on of Racial Discrimnation in particular. At a time when

consi derabl e progress was being made in the prevention of human rights

vi ol ati ons, nobody had suspected that a catastrophe of such magnitude was in
the offing. It was a tragedy that so little had been done to prevent it.

27. In updating the Committee's information on the situation in Rwanda, he
had drawn, in particular, on the report of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts on the Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda (A/53/367) and the report
of the Special Representative of the Comm ssion on Human Rights on the
situation of human rights in Rwanda (A/53/402), whose mandate consisted in
maki ng recomendati ons on inproving the human rights situation in Rwanda,
facilitating the creation and effective functioning of an independent nationa
human ri ghts conm ssion and maki ng recomendati ons on situations in which
techni cal assistance in human rights to the Governnent of Rwanda m ght be
appropriate. Both the H gh Conm ssioner and the Special Representative would
be reporting to the forthcom ng session of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.
Resol uti on 156 adopted by the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session
reiterated many of the points made by the Conmittee in decision 5 (53) adopted
at its previous session.

28. Serious concerns about the security conditions in Rwanda, which were
closely bound up with the situation in the G eat Lakes region as a whole, had
been expressed in paragraphs 4 and 5 of Committee decision 5 (53) and in

par agraph 3 of General Assenmbly resolution 156. Wile there were stil

consi derabl e grounds for concern, some inprovements had been discernible in
recent nonths in the north-west of the country and el sewhere. He wel comed the
preventive and punitive neasures taken by the Government agai nst crinmes
commtted by the armed forces. According to the report issued in

Novenber 1998 by the International Commi ssion of Inquiry on the sale, supply
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and shipment of arms and related matériel in the Great Lakes region
(S/1998/1096), the free flow of arns into and within Africa was a major

| ong-term cause of insecurity and instability in the central African
subregion. It was fuelled by the presence of a multitude of rebel groups

who enjoyed a | arge measure of governmental support. The destructive process
it entail ed had been hastened by the close links that had been established
anong the arnmed groups, the armes of |osers proliferating throughout centra
Africa of which the forner Rwandan governnent forces were the nost violent,
wel | -arnmed, well-organi zed and npst dangerous.

29. Wth regard to the judicial process, prison conditions and genoci de
survivors, GCeneral Assenbly resolution 156 commended the prosecution of

el ements of Rwandan arned forces that had violated international humanitarian
law, the efforts of the Governnent to ensure the independence of the judiciary
and to strengthen the capacity of the judicial system the continuation of
trials of those suspected of genocide and crines agai nst humanity, and the
strengt hening of the protection of genocide survivors. It noted that prison
conditions were still deplorable and encouraged the Governnment to continue

| ooking for pragmatic solutions ained at increasing the nunber of prisoners
rel eased. He appreciated the difficulties involved in keeping sonme

125,000 persons in detention and stressed the need for assistance in
monitoring their conditions and protecting them agai nst cruel, inhuman and
degradi ng treatment or punishment.

30. Wil e progress had been made in the adm nistration of justice, with an
i ncrease in the nunmber of judges, prosecutors and defence | awers, there were
still imrense requirenments to be met in an expeditious, fair and effective

manner. There was al so a major need for |legal aid and reparations, including
conpensation for victins of genocide. He welconed the establishnent of a fund
for that purpose and the Governnent's efforts to ensure that abandoned
property occupi ed by others was pronptly returned to its rightful owners.

In that connection, he drew attention to the Conmttee's Cenera

Recomendati on XXI |

31. After a difficult start, the International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda
had taken measures to expedite crimnal proceedings. Judgenents had been
handed down against forner Prinme M nister Jean Kanbanda and forner district
mayor Jean-Paul Akayesu. It was the first time that an internationa

court had based its judgenment on the crime of genocide as defined in

the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Puni shment of the Crime of CGenoci de.

32. The closure of the United Nations Human Rights Field Operation in Rwanda
i ndicated a certain reluctance on the part of the Government to accept
international nmonitoring. It was regrettable that the negotiations between
the authorities and the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to keep the
Operation open had failed. 1In her report to the General Assenmbly, the

H gh Comm ssi oner had expressed regret and her belief that Rmanda woul d stil
benefit from sustained international cooperation and support to strengthen its
domestic capacity for the pronotion and protection of human rights.

33. He woul d wel conme information regarding further devel opments in the
establ i shnment of the National Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion and the inplenentation
of the Government's five-point plan, which conprised training of nationa
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human rights nonitors, initiating human rights educati on progranmes in form
and i nformal education, providing the National Human Ri ghts Comr ssion with

t he necessary financial and technical assistance, initiating a human rights
publ i ¢ awareness canpai gn using nedi a resources, and establishing a nationa
centre for human rights as an information clearing house and training centre.
It was inportant that the ethnic groups were equitably represented in the
conmposition and activities of the National Conm ssion and in all the
country's major political and social institutions (paragraph 9 of Conmittee
decision 5 (53)). The Committee would al so appreciate further details
concerning the National Unity and Reconciliation Conm ssion

34. He supported the plan to organi ze a workshop or round table bringing
toget her regional and international experts and representatives of the

Nati onal Assenbly, the Government, the judiciary and civil society with a view
to |l aunching a public debate on how the National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion could
be made an i ndependent and effective institution on the basis of recognized

i nternational human rights standards. The Committee woul d be pleased to offer
its expertise in that context as a nonitor of the standards contained in the
Conventi on.

35. Despite inprovenents in the situation in Rwanda, nmany paragraphs of
Committee decision 5 (53) continued to be relevant, particularly those
concerning security in the region as a whole, the arns flow and the many arned
groups which continued to violate basic principles of humanitarian | aw and
were accountable to no authority. The Comm ttee condemmed in the harshest
terms those who traded in arnms for profit. He had no hesitation in describing
such corporations as acconplices in war crinmes and crinmes agai nst humanity.

36. The Governnent's plans and projects did not constitute solutions in
themsel ves but woul d serve as inportant tools for the establishnment of better
conditions for the enjoynent of human rights. The Committee was prepared to
of fer the Rwandan authorities every assistance in those efforts.

37. M. Yutzis took the Chair

38. M. de GOUTTES suggested that the oral report given by the
representative of Rwanda m ght usefully be witten up for distribution to the
menbers of the Conmittee, and indeed mght well forma basis for a core
docunent for use by all the treaty nonitoring bodies.

39. Referring to the Conmittee's decision 5 (53), he requested information
about progress in correcting the under-representation of ethnic Hutus in

i mportant political and social institutions in Rwmanda (para. 9), the expected
conposition of the new National Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion (para. 13) and the
current state of relations between the national judicial authorities and

the International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda (para. 6). Referring to
decision 4 (52), he asked whether the process of rebuilding civi

institutions, in particular an independent judiciary, had gathered pace and
whet her there had been any inprovenent in the deplorable conditions of
detention of persons accused of serious human rights violations (para. 4).

40. M. KANANURA (Rwanda), in reply to the question about Hutu
under-representation, said that all the parties that had taken part in
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the talks leading to the Arusha Peace Agreenent were represented in the
Governnment, with the exception of the National Republican Myvenent for

Devel opnent and Denocracy (MRND), because of its part in the genocide. A
nunber of mnisterial posts had al so been given to the Rwandese Patriotic
Front (RPF). Consequently, there were nore Hutus than Tutsis in

the Governnent. Moreover, since each of the political parties had

11 representatives in the National Assenbly, and because of the ethnic
conmposition of many mnistries, there were around five times as many Hutus as
Tutsis in the main political institutions of the country.

41. Wth regard to the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion, he said that, after
consul tations with the church, non-governnental organizations (NGGs) and
political parties, the Government had drawn up a list of 10 nanmes, which had
been submitted to the National Assenbly. No decision had yet been taken on
the seven people who were to make up the Conm ssion

42. A protocol of cooperation between the International Crimnal Tribuna
for Rwanda and the Governnment had been proposed by Rwanda in 1998, but the
Tri bunal had not responded. Neither the people nor the Governnent of Rwanda
believed it was right that the planners of the genocide were being tried
out si de Rwanda when institutions were in place to try themw thin the country.
There were al so very serious problens involved in transporting wtnesses -
many of whomwere illiterate peasants - to Arusha to give evidence. It was
particularly difficult to guarantee their anonymty and a nunber of them had
been killed after returning to Rwanda. Another problem was that the

popul ati on was unable to see that justice was being done: people did not
bel i eve, for example, that the forner Prinme M nster had been put on trial
The Governnent had therefore asked the Tribunal to conduct at |east part of
the proceedings in Rwanda itself, in order to show genoci de survivors that
justice was being done.

43. Wth regard to the question of rebuilding an i ndependent judiciary and
the conditions under which detai nees were being held, he observed that the
genoci de had clained sonme 1.2 million victine within a period of three nonths,
and that the perpetrators of the genocide were thought to nunber around

500, 000. There were currently 136, 000 detai nees, but no case files, as they
had been detained during the RPF advance on Kigali to stop the genocide and
the mlitary had been unable to keep records. Assistance had been sought and
gratefully received, for the training of judges and police, and the

organi zati on “Advocats sans frontiéres” had hel ped with the defence of
det ai nees, but the number of prisoners was so |arge that some way had to be
found to make the situation nmore manageable. The Governnent had therefore
grouped the prisoners in categories according to the kind of offence. Those
accused of crimes of genocide, including crinmes commtted by persons in
authority - nmenbers of the Government, the military and | ocal admi nistrators -
but also those who had killed in order to avoid being killed, fell into

two categories. One category included those who had committed of fences

agai nst property - they nunbered around 20,000. The Government wi shed to

rel ease them but that had not yet been possible, since |ocal people were not
always willing to receive them back into the conmmunity, and sumrmary revenge
had been taken on sone who had been rel eased. Between 400 and 500 detai nees
in the other categories had been tried, as conpared with the two who had been
tried by the Arusha Tri bunal
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44, Wth regard to detainees' conditions, he said that, as it usually took
three weeks to nmake the preparations to bring one person to court, the
Government had attenpted to reduce the nunbers awaiting trial by offering to
conmut e the sentence of anyone who confessed. Unfortunately, that had had the
reverse effect, since each confession inplicated between 5 and 10 ot her people
still at large, who had to be arrested. |In 1995, Rwanda had had only

14 prisons, and, despite the construction of new detention centres since then
there were now sinply too many detainees, all of whomrequired food and health
care. In order to make it possible for detainees to spend some tine in the
open air and at the sane tinme help to meet their own food requirenments, they
had been given the opportunity to plant and harvest crops in fields nearhby.
Hi s Covernnent was well aware of the anmount that renained to be done, but it
could not sinply release those involved in the killings, because that could
provoke anot her genoci de.

45, M. van BOVEN asked whet her he was right in assum ng that, since the
conmposition of the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion had not yet been
determined, it was not yet in operation. He also asked whether the Rwandan
Nati onal Unity and Reconciliation Conm ssion had started work and whet her
Rwanda was i npl ementing the Governnent's five-point plan to train human rights
monitors, initiate human rights educati on programes, provide the Nationa
Human Ri ghts Conmission with financial and technical assistance, initiate a
publ i c awareness canpai gn and establish a national centre for human rights.

46. M. KANANURA (Rwanda) said that the |egislation on the National Human
Ri ghts Conmmi ssion had been enacted but it was difficult to find seven persons
who would reflect all the shades of opinion in the country. The Nationa
Unity and Reconciliation Comm ssion was now functioning, the President - a
former Mnister for Social Affairs and Gender - having been appointed in
January 1999.

47. Wth regard to the five-point plan, the Governnent hoped for help and
cooperation fromthe O fice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights (UNHCR) with regard, inter alia, to training, technical assistance and
human rights education. |In their three years in Rwanda activities of the
human rights officers in the field had been confined to nmonitoring. The
Government was dissatisfied with the situation, since what was needed was
education and the establishment of a human rights-based culture. After

30 years of governnent based on inmpunity, it would take years to establish
such a culture, and Rwanda | ooked to the international comunity to do its
best to get the Human Ri ghts Commi ssion off to a good start.

48. Lastly, he pointed out that the best hope for protecting human rights
was security. That was still non-existent in Rwanda, as evidenced by the
continuing activities of the |Interahamwe novenent operating in the region

49. M. van BOVEN, thanking the representative of Rwanda for his answers,
said he | ooked forward to receiving the next regular report and hoped for
conti nued di al ogue with Rmanda. When considering reports, the Commttee was
particularly interested in factual details, not only the | egal franmework,

whi ch coul d sometines mask the real situation. The situation remnained
dangerous, indeed potentially explosive, and there were still many aspects of
grave concern in Rwanda and in the region as a whole, since the situations in
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nei ghbouring countries were interlinked. The Comm ttee would maintai n Rwanda
under its prevention, early warning and urgent action procedures. It was
aware of the difficulties faced by the authorities and was ready to help in
any way necessary.

50. The CHAI RMAN wi shed Rwanda well on the road to peace.

51. The representati ve of Rwanda w t hdr ew.

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 4) (continued)

Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Convention in States parties whose reports
are excessively overdue

Congo

52. Ms. SADIQ ALI (Country Rapporteur) reporting on the situation regarding
i mpl enentati on of the Convention in the Congo, said that when the Conmittee
had considered the situation in the Congo in March 1998, the Congo had stil
been suffering the aftermath of the armed conflict which had initially broken
out in June 1997. The Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities had adopted resolution 1997/1 (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50)
and had recomrended that the Comm ssion on Human Rights consider the situation
at its next session. Despite several cease-fires and draft accords put
forward by an International Commttee of Mediation presided over by the

Presi dent of Gabon, M. Orar Bongo, negotiations had failed.

53. The Congol ese popul ati on conpri sed nine major ethnic groups subdivided
into about 75 tribes, with | arge Gabonese and French comrunities, but the
fighting had fundanentally been an ethnic conflict between northerners |oya
to the current President Sassou Nguesso and southerners |oyal to forner

Presi dent Lissouba, who had been forced into exile in Cctober 1997. During
the fighting, mlitias on both sides had detai ned many persons because of
their ethnicity and held themin deplorable conditions. |In Brazzaville they
were reported to have set up barricades, stopping civilians to check identity
cards and the | anguage they spoke; many menbers of the ethnic group of the
opposi ng side had been inmediately killed. Governnment forces were also said
to have detained, beaten and killed individuals because of their ethnicity.

54, Various sources attested to the further underm ning of the precarious
peace and hei ghtened insecurity since the war had ended. Anmesty
International had received reports of governnent forces, including

Presi dent Sassou Nguesso's own nmilitia (“Cobras”), deliberately killing
unarmed civilians suspected of supporting the arnmed opposition groups
(“Ninjas”) loyal to fornmer Prinme Mnister Kolelas. Thousands of people were
reported to have been forced to flee their honmes into the forests, and up to
15,000 were reported to have fled to the nei ghbouring Denocratic Republic of
the Congo. The United Nations Security Council had called several tines on
all parties to ensure the safety of the civilian population and the
unrestricted delivery of humanitarian assistance.
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55. In July 1997, the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
on extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions had drawn attention to the
expl osive situation in the country; he had received allegations of

i ndi scrim nate bonbi ng of popul ar nei ghbourhoods in Brazzaville and summary
executions of civilians and conbatants (E/ CN. 4/1998/ 68/ Add. 1). The
authorities should investigate allegations of the right to life, bring

of fenders to trial and offer conpensation to victins' famlies. Both parties,
he had reported, were responsible for torture and deliberate and arbitrary
killings and nost victins were targeted because of their ethnic identity.

56. In Novenber 1998, the Congol ese Cbservatory of Human Ri ghts of the
Federati on of Human Rights (FIDH) had reported nore than 100 summary
executions since the new authorities had taken power, unlawful arrests and
detentions, systematic violations of human rights and acts of racia

di scrimnation agai nst well-targeted victins, and the ineffectiveness of the
judicial system driving the Congo towards chaos and barbarity. The police
still functioning were those which supported the Government's actions; and
freedom of expression had been suppressed. Societal discrimnation and

vi ol ence, including sexual abuse, against wonen and children, even by prison
guards, was frequent.

57. The Speci al Rapporteur of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts on

mer cenari es had pointed out (E/ CN. 4/1998/31) that the active intervention of
mer cenari es had becone one of the ingredients of the conflict. Mercenaries
had, paradoxically, been recruited and trained previously, under

Presi dent Lissouba's |egal Government. Congo had not yet ratified the

I nternational Convention agai nst the Recruitnment, Use, Financing and Training
of Mercenaries which it had signed in 1989, and the Commttee should urge the
Congo to take the necessary steps w thout del ay.

58. During a visit to the Republic of Congo in July-August 1998, Amesty
International's del egates had established that there had been no i ndependent
and inpartial investigations into the human rights abuses comrtted in

previ ous nonths and years and no one had been brought to justice for the
abuses.

59. According to the 1997 United States Departnent of State report, Pygmnies
faced severe discrimnation in enploynent, health and education. Citizens
sonetinmes resorted to “vigilante justice”, killing those presuned to be

thi eves and “sorcerers”. Many Pygm es had a Bantu “patron” to whomthey were
obliged in perpetuity.

60. She concluded that in the light of the disturbing situation in the
Congo, action by the Commttee was needed.

61. M. BANTON rem nded the Comrittee of the procedure adopted when dealing
with the case of Haiti. Bearing in mnd the information given by the Country
Rapporteur, the Commttee shoul d express concern regardi ng the status of

i npl enentation of the Convention in the State party, request updated

i nformati on and urge the State party to resune its dialogue with the Commttee
and to nake use of the technical assistance of the United Nations in

i npl enmenting its international obligations.
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62. Ms. SADIQ ALI enphasized that the Congo ought to be urged to take the
necessary steps to ratify the International Convention agai nst the

Recrui tnment, Use, Financing and Trai ning of Mercenaries. She highlighted the
fact that, according to the Amesty International report, no independent

i nvestigation had been carried out into human rights abuses and no one had
been brought to justice, and that, despite noves by the Special Rapporteurs,
of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the Conmttee and the Sub- Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, no action had yet
been taken.

63. Fol | owi ng a suggestion by M. FERRERO COSTA, the CHAI RMAN asked
Ms. Sadiq Ali to prepare a draft decision with the assistance of M. Banton.

The neeting rose at 5.35 p.m




