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CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

Draft concl udi ng observations concerning Ethiopia (docunent distributed
in the nmeeting room in English only: CERD/C/51/Msc.14 - Future
CERD/ C/ 51/ CRP. 1/ Add. 10)

1. The draft concludi ng observations concerning Ethiopia were adopted.

Draft concludi ng observations concerni ng Guyana (docunent distributed
in the nmeeting room in English only: CERD/C/51/Msc.44 - Future
CERD/ C/ 51/ CRP. 1/ Add. 17)

Par agraph 1

2. Paragraph 1 was adopt ed.

Par agraph 2

3. M. de GOUTTES read out an anendnent proposed by Ms. Sadiq Ali, which
consi sted of adding, after the first sentence, a sentence to read: “The

mul ti-ethnic conposition of the popul ati on and the exi stence of indi genous
conmunities in Guyana make the inplenentation of the Convention particularly
i mportant”.

4, M. VALENCI A RODRI GJEZ proposed that the word “resuned” in the |ast
sentence should be replaced by the word “started”.

5. Par agraph 2, as anended, was adopted.

Par agraph 3

6. Par agraph 3 was adopt ed.

7. The Conmittee's draft concluding observations concerning Guyana, as

orally anended, were adopted.

PREVENTI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, | NCLUDI NG EARLY WARNI NG AND URGENT
PROCEDURES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Draft decision 1 (51) on Papua New Gui nea (docunent distributed in the neeting
room in English only: CERD/ C/51/M sc. 45)

Paragraphs 1 and 2

8. Par agraphs 1 and 2 were adopted.

Par agraph 3

9. Paragraph 3 was adopted, subject to an editorial change.

Par agr aph 4

10. Par agraph 4 was adopt ed.
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Par agraph 5

11. Paragraph 5 was adopted, subject to an editorial change.

Par agr aph 6

12. M. YUTZIS proposed that the words “and regrets” should be added after
the word “condemms” in the first Iine of the paragraph

13. The CHAI RMAN noted that the word “of” in the penultimate |ine of the
par agr aph shoul d be replaced by the word “for”

14. Paragraph 6, as anended. was adopted.

Par agraphs 7-9

15. Par agraphs 7-9 were adopt ed.
16. Draft decision 1 (51) on Papua New Guinea, as orally anended, was
adopt ed.

CONSI DERATI ON OF COPI ES OF PETI TI ONS, COPI ES OF REPORTS AND OTHER | NFORMATI ON
RELATI NG TO TRUST AND NON- SELF- GOVERNI NG TERRI TORI ES AND TO ALL OTHER

TERRI TORI ES TO WHI CH GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTI ON 1514 (XV) APPLIES, IN
CONFORM TY W TH ARTI CLE 15 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 9) (CERD/ C/ 323)

17. The CHAIRMAN, referring to the Secretary-General's note concerning
article 15 of the Convention (CERD/ C/ 323), suggested that the Commttee should
make the foll owi ng observations, based on the | anguage used in previous years:

“The Commi ttee once again finds it inmpossible to fulfil its functions
under article 15, paragraph 2 (a), of the Convention, owing to the tota
absence of any copies of petitions as provided therein. Furthernore,
the Conmttee found that there was no valid informati on concerning

| egislative, judicial, admnistrative or other neasures directly related
to the principles and objectives of this Convention and, therefore,
reiterates its request that it be furnished with the material expressly
referred to in article 15 of the Convention so that it will be able to
fulfil its functions.”

18. It was so deci ded.

THI RD DECADE TO COVBAT RACI SM AND RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON (agenda item 10)

Wrk of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intolerance (A/51/301, E/ CN. 4/1997/71)

19. The CHAIRMAN invited M. van Boven to comment on the activities of the
Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism racial discrimnation
xenophobi a and rel ated intol erance.
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20. M. van BOVEN said that he had | ooked through docunents A/51/301

and E/CN. 4/1997/ 71, which reproduced reports by M. Maurice d él é- Ahanhanzo
Speci al Rapporteur on contenporary forns of racism racial discrimnation
xenophobi a and related forns of intolerance, in accordance with Conm ssion on
Human Ri ghts resol ution 1996/21. The docunents contai ned interesting

i nformati on on the Special Rapporteur’s visits to a nunber of countries, but
did not analyse the situation in the countries concerned. It was al so
unfortunate that the Special Rapporteur nmade no reference to the Comrittee’s
work or to the existence of the Convention. That would appear to indicate
that there were two conpletely separate mechani snms covering the sane question
wi th absolutely no coordination between them However, in resolution 1997/74,
entitled “Racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance”
the Comm ssion invited the Governnents of the concerned States parties to the
Convention to consider including in their periodic reports to the Commttee

i nformati on on the neasures they had taken to inplenment the rel evant
recommendati ons of the Special Rapporteur. That showed that the Conm ssion
recogni zed the need for cooperation between the two nechani sns. In view of
that fact, the Special Rapporteur’s indifference to the Comrittee’ s activities
m ght be drawn to the Commi ssion’s attention. Lastly, the Conmttee should
make known its keen interest in the Wrld Conference on Raci sm Racia

Di scrim nati on, Xenophobia and Rel ated Intol erance and the fact that it w shed
to participate nore actively in the preparations for the Conference.

21. The CHAI RMAN said that those concerns would be reflected in the
Conmittee’s annual report to the CGeneral Assenbly.

22. M. GARVALOV said that the collective wi sdom of an organ conposed of
many experts, like the Conmttee, was the guarantee of a superior authority
and could not be equalled by the nerits of a single individual. He hoped that
t he Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the Econonic and Social Council and the
CGeneral Assenbly woul d take greater account of the Committee’s work, and he
found it regrettable that, quite obviously, the Special Rapporteur had been
entrusted with nost of the preparations for the Wrld Conference.

23. The CHAIRMAN said that, if the Comrittee retained the idea of sending a
letter to the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, the letter in question could
i nclude the points just raised.

24. M. WOLFRUM endorsed M. van Boven's remarks. He noted that the Special
Rapporteur in question had been appointed at the initiative of States that
were not parties to the Convention, which could partially explain the
situation. When the Committee considered reports, it analysed the situation
in the different countries nuch nore thoroughly than did the Specia
Rapporteur, and the Committee, with its 18 menbers fromdifferent cultures,
was in a position to make a nuch finer assessment of the racial discrimnation
issue. The Committee's conpetence placed it in an authoritative position, and
it should submit proposals on organization and goal -setting for the Wrld
Conference, as it was very inportant that such a costly event should be
carefully prepared
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25. M. DI ACONU proposed that, given the late hour, the Comm ttee should
continue its discussion of the work of the Special Rapporteur at the follow ng
nmeeti ng.

26. It was so deci ded.

Draft working paper on article 7 of the International Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimnation (CERD/ C/51/M sc. 1/ Rev. 1)

27. The CHAIRMAN invited M. Garvalov to provide the Conmittee with a
progress report.

28. M. GARVALOV said that Ms. Sadiq Ali and he had nmet twice with

M. Bengoa and M. Mehedi, nmenbers of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention

of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and that they had deci ded
together that a letter would be sent to all States Menbers of the

United Nations - not only to States parties to the Convention - asking them
to comuni cate any rel evant information on neasures they had taken to

i mpl enent article 7 of the Convention. It should be possible to submt the
final version of the working paper on article 7 to the Conmmittee and the
Sub- Commi ssi on in August 1998.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 3) (continued)

29. The CHAIRMAN, referring to suggestions he had made i n docunent
CERD/ C/ 51/ M sc. 2, said that, in accordance with paragraph 6 of

General Assenbly resolution 49/178, the Conmittee had addressed a nessage

to the sixteenth neeting of States parties (CERD/ SP/56), to which the States
parti es had not yet responded. They had been asked, in particular, to take
note of the report of the fifth nmeeting of persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies (A 49/537), notably paragraph 17 on overdue and non-submtted
reports, where the chairpersons had urged the States parties to deal with that
matter at their regular neetings and said that those neetings should not only
be devoted to el ections of nenbers of treaty bodies, but should consider
general problens relating to the inplenentation of the treaties.

30. He suggested that the Commttee should informthe seventeenth meeting of
States parties that two three-week sessions per year were no |onger sufficient
for it to fulfil its functions and that it was requesting a third session

The idea of one of the Comrmittee's sessions being held at United Nations
Headquarters rather than Geneva nmight al so be suggested.

31. The Committee should also informthe States parties that the resources
made available to the Centre for Human Rights were insufficient for the Centre
to provide the Cormittee with all the secretariat services it needed.

32. M. WOLFRUM endorsed the suggestion that sone of the Committee's
sessions should be held in New York. He would also be in favour of hol ding
sessions in other regions, in particular when that would be appropriate for
the country reports being considered. However, he was not in favour of

hol ding a third annual session, which mght eventually alter the Comrittee's
make-up, since it was difficult for professionally active experts to free

t hensel ves for nine weeks every year
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33. M. YUTZIS said that it should be verified whether the States parties
had actually failed to reply to the Conmittee's conmuni cation. The idea of
organi zing sessions in different regions, naturally insofar as |ogistical
probl ems coul d be resolved, appealed to himnuch nore than the suggestion
that some Conmittee sessions should be held in New York. Wth regard to the
financial problenms facing the Centre for Human Rights, he particularly
regretted the fact that the Comrittee was not being provided with the

assi stance of a permanent secretariat.

34. M. AHMADU said that hol ding sessions at Headquarters and in different
regions would definitely enhance the effectiveness of the Commttee's work
but that that question canme within the conpetence of the Secretary-Genera
rather than that of the States parties. Although it was not very realistic to
hold a third session, for the reason nmentioned by M. Wl frum consideration
m ght be given to extending one of the Cormittee's two annual sessions by one
week. That question cane within the conpetence of the Secretary-Ceneral and
t he various options should first be considered within the Committee. The
main point to which the States parties' attention should be drawn was the

i nsufficient resources of the Centre for Human Ri ghts, which were the source
of nost of the difficulties encountered by the Conmittee.

35. M. de GOUTTES said that he, too, was against holding a third session
whi ch woul d necessarily involve extra expenditures and organi zati onal problens
for the nenbers of the Commttee. He suggested that the Commttee shoul d
review its working nethods in order to conplete its activities by the
deadl i nes assigned to it.

36. Ms. SADI Q ALI proposed that the Cormittee should not merely submit a
comuni cation to the next neeting of States parties, but should also send

M. Val encia Rodriguez and M. Ferrero Costa to the neeting to speak about the
difficulties the Commttee was encountering. She agreed with the idea of
extending one of the Commttee's two annual sessions by one week. The idea of
hol di ng certain sessions in the regions also appeared to be a sound one

provi ded that the necessary resources could be found.

37. Ms. ZOU said that she also objected to the idea of a third annua
session, but would be in favour of extending the sunmrer session by one week
since it was at that session that the Commttee prepared its report to the
General Assenbly.

38. M. SHAHI fully supported Ms. Sadiqg Ali's proposal that

M. Val encia Rodriguez and M. Ferrero Costa should be sent to speak at the
next neeting of States parties, as such an action would reinforce the inpact
of the Committee's witten comunication. Concerning the idea of a third
session, the Committee should be realistic and dismiss as inappropriate any
suggestions involving extra expenditure. The solution of hol ding one

f our-week session would probably be the npst reasonabl e one.

39. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ said that he woul d be happy to speak at the next
meeting of States parties if the Commttee wished himto do so and that

M. Ferrero Costa's help would be greatly appreciated. He agreed with the

ot her nmenbers who felt that a third session would not be appropriate and
supported the idea of adding a fourth week to one of the sessions. Lastly, he
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was not opposed to hol ding sessions in New York or different regions once in a
while, if the budgetary resources were available, and, in the case of the
regions, if the United Nations practice of responding to a Governnent's
invitation was foll owed.

40. M. ABOUL- NASR endorsed the suggestion of sending two menbers to speak
at the next neeting of States parties. However, he was opposed to the idea of
a third session and proposed that the Conmittee should organize itself nore
efficiently in order to conplete its work in the six weeks allotted to it. As
for the financial difficulties of the Centre for Human Ri ghts, he proposed
that the Chairman should neet personally with the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts and explain to her the repercussions of those problens - insufficient
services, in particular - for the Conmttee. The holding of certain sessions
in different regions was an appealing proposal, especially as the cost of such
sessions mght be charged to the budget for the Third Decade. Such an
initiative would also give the people of the regions concerned a clearer idea
of the Conmittee's activities and ultimately make them nore affective.

41. After a brief exchange of views anpong the CHAIRVAN, Ms. SADI Q ALl

M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ and M. SHAHI, the CHAIRMAN said that he would send a
witten comunication, in the nane of the Committee, to the Chairman of the
next neeting of States parties, the main points of which would be reproduced
in the statenent by M. Valencia Rodriguez and M. Ferrero Costa at that
neeting. Regarding |lack of resources as an argunment for rejecting the idea of
a third annual session, the Conmttee's priority must be to informthe
conpet ent bodies of the |logistical support it needed to performits duties to
the full, w thout going into possible budgetary inplications.

42. M. YUTZIS endorsed M. Aboul-Nasr's earlier proposal to the effect that
the Chairman shoul d neet personally with the new H gh Comm ssioner to inform

her of the Conmittee' s expectations, particularly regarding the assignnment of

a permanent secretariat to it.

43. The CHAIRMAN said that he would be happy to neet with the
Hi gh Comm ssi oner.

The neeting rose at 8.15 p. m




