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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMVENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 4) (onti nued)

Twelfth to fifteenth periodic reports of Uruguay(continued)
(CERD/ C/ 338/ Add. 7; HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 9/ Rev. 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the nenbers of the del egation of
Uruguay resuned their places at the Committee table

2. Ms. SADIQ ALl asked the delegation to explain the reasons why, as
stated in paragraph 15 of the report of Uruguay (CERD/ C/ 338/ Add.7), there was
a relatively smaller proportion of children and adol escents to adults anpng
bl ack femal es than anmong bl ack nal es.

3. It would further be interesting to know why, unlike npost other States
parties, Uruguay gave international treaties |ower status than the
Constitution (report, para. 26). Although the State party claimed that it was
in the vanguard of countries that had enacted | egislation to conbat racia
discrimnation (report, para. 33), article 149 of its Penal Code did not fully
satisfy the requirements of article 4 (a), (b) and (c) of the Convention; did
t he Government have any plans to bring the Penal Code into closer conformty
with article 4? She woul d appreciate elucidation of the [ast two sentences in
paragraph 38; details of cases of anti-Semtismin which the State had

i ntervened (report, para. 41), including the penalties meted out;
clarification as to who the victins were in the case referred to in

paragraph 42 of the report; and sonme forthright information on the pattern of
raci st practices in Uruguay, which appeared to be not unconmon.

4, In its General Recomrendation XI X, the Conmttee gave a broader
interpretation to article 3 of the Convention than did Uruguay

(report, paras. 60-61). Article 3 prohibited racial segregation in al
countries, not sinply in South Africa, and it was particularly relevant to
Uruguay, where housi ng posed a mpjor problemfor the blacks. She would |ike
to know i f the Governnent had a housing policy for themand if private

enpl oyers hel ped themw th housing. Also, it was not clear if the term
“orientals” in paragraph 102 had the same neaning as the term*“aliens fromthe
M ddl e East” in paragraph 74.

5. The reference to the educational aspects of the Governnent's progranmes
to conbat unenpl oynent were particularly interesting. Uruguay should be
congratul ated for its secular, free and conpul sory educati on, but the drop-out
rate seened inordinately high. Wat were the indicators and were there
sufficiently trained teachers? The reference to househol d workers receiving
no remuneration (report, para. 8) pronpted the comment that the Governnent
surely had the power to put an end to such exploitation.

6. M . FERRERO COSTA underscored the very interesting and hel pfu
denographic statistics provided in various parts of the report. He noted,
however, that in the breakdown of races given in paragraph 16 there was no
mention of Jews, although el sewhere in the report the Government recognized
the Jewi sh community as a separate one.
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7. The report spoke of two schools of thought regarding the hierarchy of
domestic law vis-a-vis the international treaties to which Uruguay was a
party: the majority opinion that domestic |aw prevailed (para. 26); and the
alternative view that human rights treaties had precedence in cases of
conflict (para. 27). He wi shed to know nore about the reasoning behind the
second vi ew, about any cases in which the courts had taken a position on

ei ther side, and about the Governnent's position. He noted the very broad
wording of article 8 of the Constitution as cited in the report (para. 36); if
international treaties did not have precedence over the Constitution, it would
be very inmportant for the Constitution to specifically ban racia
discrimnation. Simlarly, the very interesting “natural |aw approach of
article 72 of the Constitution (report, para. 38), wherein rights were not
establi shed but provision was nade for their protection, mght also have

i mportant inplications for the inplementation of the Convention, and he woul d
appreciate a fuller devel opment of the |egal thinking on that point.

8. He woul d like nore information on the investigations carried out by the
speci al comm ssion set up to investigate the existence of Nazi funds in the

i nternational financial system (report, para. 62), and the conclusions the
comm ssi on had reached.

9. Al t hough the report (para. 63) clainmed that the various races living in
the country enjoyed conplete de jure and de facto equality of civil and
political rights, it said el sewhere that the blacks were marginalized in
respect of both enpl oynent and education: how could those two statements be
reconciled? It was clear fromthe current and earlier reports that the bl acks
were very di sadvantaged, and it would be useful to | earn what nmeasures the
Government had taken or would take to overconme discrimnation against them in
keeping with article 2, paragraph 2, and article 5 of the Convention. He
woul d |i ke to know nore about the restrictions on the adm ssion of persons

bel onging to certain ethnic groups to public places, and what the Governnent's
position was on article 5 (f) of the Convention.

10. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ said that the useful population statistics
provided in the report made it clear that Uruguay was a nulti-ethnic society,
whi ch nmeant that the Convention was especially relevant. Although in genera
the constitutional protections were strong and international treaties could be
i nvoked directly in the courts he hoped that the view on the status of
international treaties in Uuguay given in paragraph 27 of the report would
prevail. Paragraphs 36 to 38 and 42 of the report indicated a very favourable
human rights climte in Uruguay, which the Governnment should encourage through
active pronotion of tolerance and understandi ng anmong the different groups.

11. Useful information had been provided on the | egal nachinery for
protecting human rights, and it would be interesting to know if there had been
any cases of racial discrimnation that had involved recourse to habeas corpus
or anparo. He would also like to know whether the Governnent had taken any
measures under article 2 to redress discrimnmnation against the bl ack,

i ndi genous and other mnority groups. The Government shoul d devel op broad
programmes, with the participation of representatives of those mnorities, in
order to inprove their conditions.
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12. Article 149 bis of the Penal Code (report, para. 33) only partly
satisfied the requirenents of article 4 of the Convention because it did not
specifically penalize organizations which incited to racial hatred.

El sewhere, however, the Penal Code sanctioned crimnal association (report,
para. 69). The Governnment should reviewits legislation for conformty with
article 4.

13. Under article 5, exenplary provisions were in place for political
participation by aliens (report, para. 71) and nmore information on the subject
woul d be appreci at ed.

14. An extrenely interesting segnment of the report provided enpl oynment data
according to racial group. Enploynent was | ower anmong bl acks and i ndi genous
persons than anong whites and doubly | ow anong minority wonen, which neant
that the Governnent nust adopt a gender perspective to correct the situation

15. Prai sewort hy advances had been made in educati on and Uruguay's
illiteracy rate was rather low in conparison with the other countries of the
region, but he would Iike to know the percentage of illiteracy anong bl acks,

i ndi genous persons and other mnorities. Mre information was requested about
governnment action to inprove the reportedly low | evels of schooling conpleted
by bl acks (para. 155). Significant steps had clearly been taken (report,
paras. 161 et seq.) to teach tol erance, understandi ng and awareness of the
cultural identity of mnorities in the schools el sewhere

16. Lastly, he would like to know whether there had been any court cases
that had invol ved refusing blacks adnmi ssion to public places and what the
out cone had been

17. M. DI ACONU praised the effort that had gone into the special survey
held to gather the statistics provided in the report. The Government itself
woul d be able to draw conclusions fromthemthat would be very useful for its
econom ¢ and soci al policies.

18. The next report should give nore attention to ethnic and national groups
other than the Jew sh community, and not sinply to social groups. Regarding
nationality, nothing had been said in paragraph 77 of the report about the
process of naturalization and he wondered if there was any discrimnation in
that area. He would also like information on the Government's policy to
reduce the disparities in access to enploynment shown in paragraph 100 of the
report. He noted that education was free at all levels, a fine achi evenent,
but asked whet her educati on was provided in Spanish only.

19. M. YUTZIS said that, despite the long interval since the subm ssion of
Uruguay's previous periodic reports, that country's authorities had shown
their willingness to maintain a dialogue with the Commttee

20. He was interested in the contention that Uruguay was a hompbgeneous
society and that the existence of mnorities, in the sense accepted in many

ot her countries, was not recognized. He recalled an exchange, in April 1995,
between the Mnister for Foreign Affairs and the then | eader of the Chanber of
Representatives, which had revealed that the definition contained in the

Decl aration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,



CERD/ C/ SR. 1351
page 5

Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities was not conducive to precise
interpretation. It seened to himthat the Cormittee saw two ways of defining
a mnority. One was subjective, when a community saw itself as a mnority;
the other was objective, linked to the conditions in which the menbers of the
group found thenselves and the way they were perceived by others. And in
Uruguay, as anywhere, there were discernible racial differences marked by skin
colour and other features. Article 1, paragraph 1, of the Convention offered
no clear definition of mnority but did provide a basis for the Conmttee's
understanding that it was possible for situations to occur which could be seen
as discrimnation against a mnority.

21. Wth reference to paragraph 72 of the report, he wondered why the Jew sh
community al one had been singled out. He felt sure that donestic census data
exi sted fromwhich nore information could have been gl eaned. Further

i nformati on on the Jewi sh community was given in paragraphs 41 and 62. \While
bearing in mnd the terrible history of persecution against that comrunity, he
noted that the latter now had avail abl e powerful international resources for
action and wondered, therefore, why details were |acking about attention to
the bl ack and other sectors of society.

22. Wth reference to the rights to property ownership (paras. 82 to 85) and
the right to work (paras. 87 et seq.), it should be borne in mnd that
procl ai med rights and freedons were one thing but the ability to assert them
was another. In particular, the current w despread unenpl oynent throughout
Latin Anmerica in general, and particularly in the Southern Cone, could foster
a climate of discrimnation against which the State should be prepared to take
measures.

23. M. de GOUTTES said that the fifteenth periodic report was much nore
conmpr ehensi ve than that considered in 1991 and responded to many of the
guestions raised by the Conmittee at that time. The denographic breakdown by
race was shown in paragraph 13; but there was no specific information on the
status of the black, indigenous and oriental sectors of the population with
regard to matters such as educati on and access to enploynent in the public
service. According to paragraph 72, no general statistical data were
avai |l abl e to show the number of persons of each race in the various branches
of public enploynent. He wondered why there was no nmention of the situation
relating to popul ati on sectors other than the Jewi sh community, especially
since, according to a report by SOS Raci sno/ Mundo Afro, there were

i ndi cations, referred to by the Country Rapporteur, of discrimnation against
bl acks in matters such as enpl oynent, education, health and the status of
wonmen. It seened that Uruguay, unlike some other Latin Anerican countries,

i npl emrented no special policy or legal norns in favour of the black and

i ndi genous sectors of the popul ation.

24. On the question of the application of international [aw at the domestic
| evel (report, paras. 25 to 29) and the apparent absence of a specific
definition of the donestic status of treaties, he noted that there was
reportedly a growing tendency for the courts to invoke internationa

i nstrunents, and woul d appreciate some exanpl es.
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25. Wth reference to article 149 of the Penal Code (para. 33), he asked
whet her the |law could be applied agai nst organi zati ons and associ ati ons as
well as individuals. He would also Iike to know whether there had been any
cases of recourse to anparo in situations of racial discrimnation.

26. M. BANTON referring to paragraph 169 of the report, asked whether it
woul d not be sinpler, in cases of persistent refusal by a club or public place
of entertainnment to adnmit persons on grounds of race, to revoke the licence.

27. M. SHAHI, drawing attention to the statenment in paragraph 70 that every
Uruguayan citizen partook of the sovereignty of the nation, said in that
regard that he, |ike other nenbers, had noted the reference in paragraph 72 to
menmbers of the Jewi sh conmmunity. It seened that other groups were
under-represented in Parlianent, public service and the executive - a matter
which called for affirmati ve governnment action. The unenploynment rates given
in the tables follow ng paragraph 115 showed sonme striking disparities, for
exampl e between bl ack and white nmen.

28. Wth reference to article 4 of the Convention, he shared the concern
voi ced by other nenbers about the shortcom ngs of Uruguayan | egislation and
endorsed the questions asked, in particular, about article 149 of the Penal
Code. Lastly, with regard to paragraph 169 of the report, he thought that
M. Banton's suggestion about revoking a licence could be an effective
sancti on.

29. The CHAI RMAN said he shared the concern expressed about the |ack of
i nformati on and action with regard to indigenous citizens and persons of
African origin.

30. M. SEM NO (Uruguay) said that his delegation would do its best to
provi de answers to the questions raised and dispel sone m sunderstandi ngs that
m ght have arisen on account, in particular, of differences in concepts and
cul tural backgrounds. For instance, the Uruguayan Governnment maintai ned that
there were no mnorities in the country in the sense of comunities such as
the Sudeten community in the Czech Republic. It would be difficult to argue
the point, but perhaps the Uruguayan view could be nore fully expounded in the
next periodic report, which mght |ikewi se deal with any other topics which
the Cormittee felt needed clarification in the current report. 1In that

regard, the racial groupings set out in paragraph 13 of the report had been
conpiled in an effort to conformas closely as possible to the Comrittee's

gui delines but did not necessarily reflect the way in which the Uruguayan
authorities would have conpiled the information. The “orientals” mentioned in
the paragraph were nostly citizens of Chinese, Japanese and Korean origin.

The figures for the white popul ation included persons of Arab origin, who were
for the nost part Christians of Lebanese origin

31. Par agraph 43 of the report, which some nmenbers of the Committee had
criticized, was perhaps unclear. The |aw distinguished, in fact, between
incitenent to noral or physical violence on grounds of race, for which persons
found guilty were liable to 6 to 18 nonths' inprisonnment, and actual

comm ssion of acts of violence, for which sentences ranged from®6 to

24 nmonths' inprisonment. Organizations and associations, as well as

i ndi vidual s, could be prosecuted, and the nere fact of being associated with
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sonme entity in the comm ssion of crimnal acts could result in a prison
sentence varying from6 nonths to 2-5 years. A case had been reported only
the previous day of action taken agai nst a group which had nade threats

agai nst Jews and di ssem nated raci st propaganda on the Internet. Between 15
and 25 persons had been arrested and charged under article 150 of the Penal
Code. That instance reflected the authorities' determ nation to clanp down
pronptly on any such manifestations.

32. It had so far proved inpossible to establish the identity of those
responsi ble for the desecration of the Jewi sh cenetery referred to in
paragraph 41 of the report, and the Comté Central Israelita, which had filed
the conpl aint, had since considered the case closed. |In both cases of

di scrim nation described in paragraph 43 the conpani es i nvol ved had taken
sancti ons agai nst their enpl oyees who had of fended bl acks, and Cl ub Neptuno,
the fitness club, had gone so far as to dism ss the enployee in question

33. There was no information available on how often black or indigenous
peopl e had resorted to renedi es of habeas corpus or anparo in cases involving
raci al discrimnation. The delegation could only request such information
fromthe judicial branch in Mntevideo, but since the country had no census
data on racial conposition it would be difficult on the basis of court records
to establish the race of applicants for those renedies.

34. Wth regard to the work of the commi ssion set up to investigate the
possi bl e existence of funds from Nazi Germany (report, para. 62), that body
had established after a |l engthy investigation that there had been no
trafficking of Jewi sh noney by Nazis during the Second World War in Uruguay,
and both the Conmité Central Israelita and the World Jewi sh Congress had
expressed their satisfaction with the transparency of the banking system and
with the effort made by the Governnent, Uruguay having been anmong the first
countries to respond to their concerns.

35. A nunber of Committee menbers had raised the question of politica
rights guaranteed under article 5 of the Convention. The participation of
Jews in Parliament had nothing to do with race or religion, but sinply
resulted fromthe fact that Jewi sh people had becone nenbers of the main
political parties which had received sufficient votes under the country's
strict proportional representation systemto hold parlianmentary seats.

36. Mundo Afro had referred to the under-representati on of blacks and
Indians in Parlianent, the public adm nistration and the Governnent, and al so
on the absence of black nenbers of trade unions. That was an interesting

poi nt, as trade unions in Uuguay were conpletely independent of the
Governnment and tended to be critical of governnment policy, yet they thensel ves
did not consider the situation of black workers to be a specific problem As
to representation in the public service, the President of the Republic from
1915 to 1919, Dr. Feliciano Viera, had been of m xed race frestizo); a

prom nent arny general in the 1850s and 1860s had been an Indian, and the

M nistry of Foreign Affairs had not only black doornen, as was clained, but

al so bl ack and nestizo diplomts. The senator who had recently replaced the
President of the Republic during his trip abroad was anestizo of black and
Indian origin. There were indeed marginalized bl ack people in the country,
but that was not the full picture. There were also others who had risen to
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seni or posts, including adm nistrators and tel evision anchormen. Wen the
bl ack captain of the Uruguayan national football team had died, a State
funeral had been held. Blacks had made a substantial contribution to the
country’s culture in the arts, dance and nusic.

37. The inm gration | aws which had included racially discrim natory

provi sions had dated fromthe 1890s, and had been repealed. A new bill which
had no discrimnatory provisions was before Parlianent. Passage would take
sonme tine, as the country was about to hold elections, but the del egation
woul d forward a copy of the bill to the Conmttee for information

38. The | egal provisions concerning the | egal age for marriage dated back

to 1868, when it had been socially acceptable for women to marry when they
were 12 years old, the age at which they were biologically capable of bearing
children. Clearly, that archaic provision of the Civil Code needed to be
updated. The Conmittee's concerns would be transmitted to the Governnent. In
practice, however, Commttee nmenmbers could rest assured that no one married
that early in nmodern-day Uruguay.

39. The right to own property was subject to no restrictions, although such
a right was admttedly only theoretical for those who could not afford to buy
property in the first place. Uruguay had nationalized the major public
services and established a generalized State pension fund before many European
countries, and before any other Latin Anerican countries. Anong the countries
in the region, the distribution of wealth in Uruguay was the nobst equitable
and the proportion of people living in poverty, at 4 per cent, was the |owest.

40. Sonme 65 per cent of Uruguayans owned their own honmes, and the Gover nment
mai nt ai ned a general policy ainmed at supporting di sadvantaged citizens
regardl ess of colour, race or religion who wi shed to purchase housi ng,

inter alia by providing generous loans. As a result the housing in the
country was generally of good quality, and in recent years tens of thousands
of units had been built for disadvantaged famlies. Some poor housing
subsisted, mainly in rural areas, and active efforts had been nade to inprove
the situation in such areas by buil ding housing and providing anmenities. But
the percentage of the population living in such conditions was very | ow

i ndeed, as the countryside, primarily given over to livestock breeding, with
little labour-intensive agriculture, was nearly deserted. Mst of the

popul ation lived in urban areas.

41. The statistics on the relative income of blacks and whites coul d be

m sl eading. The fact that blacks generally earned 60 per cent of what whites
earned did not nean that a black who did the sanme job as a white received | ess
noney, but rather reflected a nore general difference in the types of

enpl oynent perforned. Mindo Afro clained that sone 65 per cent of black wonen
wor ked as domestic enpl oyees, but according to the Government's statistica
office the figure was closer to 30 per cent. Donestic enployees in U uguay
were covered by the national pension fund, to which their enployers were
obliged to contribute. Although the work itself was not easy, it could in no
way be conpared to sl avery.

42. I ndi genous people, who represented 0.4 per cent of the population in
Uruguay, were rarely encountered but were on the whole well received by the
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popul ation. The country's nanme, the names of all its rivers and many of the
first names given to Uruguayan children were all of Guarani origin, as were
the names of many prom nent public figures.

43. The only restrictions on the freedomto choose one's place of residence
stemed fromthe econom ¢ constraints inposed by a market econony. Arabs, for
instance, lived in all parts of Montevideo, in both fashionable residential
and nore nodest districts. Under the mlitary dictatorship the primarily

bl ack residents of a specific city block - though not of an entire district,
as clainmed - had indeed been evicted. The delegation could not say whether or
not the evicted tenants had received prom ses fromthe Governnment but had
requested that information fromthe authorities in Mntevideo and would report
to the Committee in due course. 1In any case those famlies had been forced to
| eave a picturesque area and |live el sewhere, but they had not been replaced by
whites. The block had been denolished and the plot was still vacant.

44, The Governnent had initiated an awareness canpaign in secondary school s
and el sewhere on the provisions of the Convention, and an agreenent had been
concl uded for university professors to conduct courses on human rights,

i ncluding the provisions of the Convention, at the national police acadeny.

45. Concerning the ratification of the amendnents to article 8 of the
Convention, the del egati on would convey the Committee's concerns to the
Gover nnment .

46. Peopl e who could not afford a | awer did not go wi thout counsel, as al

| aw students in Uruguay were obliged to serve on a pro bono basis in the |egal
of fices of the |law school, which was open 24 hours a day. The legal office of
the judiciary too could assign governnent-funded | awers to defend persons who
could not afford counsel

47. A conplete reply to questions about article 72 of the Constitution would
require both an explanation of how that article was interpreted by the courts
and a definition of its scope. The Uruguayan Constituti on had been inspired
to sone extent by the Declaration of |Independence of the United States

of America, which referred to inalienable rights endowed on nen by their

Creator. 1In deference to the separation of church and State, the Uruguayan
Constitution sinply referred to rights as “inherent”, which could nean that
they were either endowed by God or sinply by nature. 1n any event, hunman

rights were not granted by sone instrunment, but existed frombirth or
conception. Article 72 was a key section of the Uruguayan Constitution; nost
importantly, its flexible wording made it possible for the courts to bestow
upon any right considered to derive fromjus naturale the status of an

i nherent right under Uruguayan |aw. For exanple, freedom of artistic creation
and copyright, which had not been included in the Constitution, were
recogni zed by virtue of the interpretation of article 72. Because of its
flexibility, professors of constitutional and crim nal |aw invoked article 72
regularly before the courts.

48. Anpar o, which was described in paragraphs 56 to 59 of the report and
was a procedure that had first appeared in the Anericas in the Mexican
Constitution of 1857, provided a quick and effective renmedy in cases where
mani f est and bl atant viol ations of the |aw took place; it was widely used in
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courts in Uruguay and was often i nvoked when there were no other expedi ent
means of restoring legality. He hinmself had drafted the Governnent's bill on
anparo which had ultimtely been adopted by Parlianent.

49. Article 332 of the Constitution gave judges some scope to deal with
cases that were not covered specifically by other articles. After all,
Uruguayan | egi sl ators were not ommi sci ent and could not inmagi ne every case
whi ch m ght possibly arise. It was not, however, possible to use the article
as a pretext for inventing new offences. A few years before, two Cuban

i mm grants had gone on hunger strike, a situation which was not provided for
i n Uruguayan | aw, except that a person who died on hunger strike was
considered to have commtted suicide. On the authority of article 332, the
judge in that case had been able to draw on relevant |egislation fromsimlar
| egal systens, nanely the Western liberal systens of |aw, and generally
accepted doctrines in order to settle the case.

50. Under article 7 of the Constitution, all residents of Uruguay, whether
citizens or non-citizens and regardl ess of race or col our, were guaranteed
certain basic rights, including the rights to |life, liberty, security of
person, work and property ownership. It was true that the Constitution did
not specifically prohibit racial discrimnation. However, he considered that
the articles he had cited were wi de-rangi ng enough to afford the necessary
guar ant ees.

51. Acts of racial discrimnation or incitenment to racial hatred counted as
public offences, and the State would investigate them whether the victim

| odged a formal conplaint or not. That was not the case with sex crines, for
exampl e, where in the interests of individual privacy cases were not

i nvestigated without a formal conpl aint.

52. Turning to enploynment policy, he said that there were, naturally,
differences in the levels of enploynent of the black and the white popul ation.
Government action was intended to alleviate all poverty and provide equal
opportunities for the whole population. According to United Nations figures
dating fromJuly 1999, 4 per cent of the population lived bel ow the poverty
line. The black population was a vul nerable one, and would therefore benefit
from governnent measures in such fields as housing and anenities.

53. On the subject of free access to public places, he said that
muni ci palities were responsible for the prevention of discrimnation in public
pl aces such as nightclubs, cinemas and stadiuns. |If a deliberate act of

di scrim nation took place, the owner would be prosecuted and the establishment
cl osed down. He had not heard of many such cases, which he took to be a good
sign, since the press and non-governnental organizations (NGOs) stood ready to
denounce any cases of discrimnation which did occur. O course, as in any
society, there were bound to be sonme Uruguayans who were prejudi ced agai nst

bl acks, or Jews, or Basques, or even people of Italian descent such as

hi msel f, and the |l aw, the anparo procedure or the Convention were not going to
change their views overnight.

54. Anot her point to be made in connection with the representati on of bl acks
in senior positions was that the black popul ati on of Uruguay was very snall
O the 5.9 per cent of the population which was wholly or partly of black
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ethnic origin, only 30,000 people, or 0.9 per cent of the total population,
were strictly speaking black. Considering that the total popul ation was
over 3 million, there were bound to be only a few bl acks in evidence in any
one place. There was nothing to prevent black people noving to Uruguay, so
per haps there would be nmore of themin future.

55. He did not have detailed data on child nortality or |ife expectancy
anong the black or indigenous popul ati ons, but he would ensure that such
i nformati on was included in the next report.

56. On the subject of the applicability of the Convention vis-a-vis donmestic
law, he said that the issue was a very conplicated one, and his del egation
woul d submit a full explanation in witing. There was no specific provision
whi ch stated that international treaties took precedence over domestic

| egislation, or vice versa - it was up to the judge in every case to decide
Uruguay had signed the Rone Statute of the International Crimnal Court, but
it had not yet ratified it because its provisions concerning the prosecution
of a head of State were not conpatible with Uruguay's own | egislation.

57. The official |anguage of the country, and the | anguage of instruction
in all schools, was Spanish. O course, it was possible to | earn other

| anguages, and cl asses were available in, for exanple, Italian, Basque and
Ar abi c.

58. Candi dates for the presidency or vice-presidency must be Uruguayan
nationals, i.e. they must have been born in the country or have a Uruguayan
father or nother. For all other senior posts, up to and including President
of the Suprene Court, the candidate must be a Uruguayan citizen. A person
coul d acquire Uruguayan citizenship by fulfilling a residence requirenent and
goi ng through the rel evant procedure. There were no differences between
citizens and non-citizens in respect of social security or enploynment |aw

59. The question of the definition of a minority group was a very conpl ex
one. The black and indigenous residents of Uruguay were Uruguayans: they
shared the sane culture, wore the sanme clothes and ate the sanme food as the
rest of the population. They belonged to a variety of religions, or none at
all. He saw no need to differentiate between the various groups. Black and

i ndi genous people were free to formtheir own political parties if they

wi shed: one such party had been formed in 1937, but it had folded for |ack of
interest. A political party based on an ethnic group, such as a Chinese or an
Arab party, was alien to Uruguayan tradition. Black people were free to join
mai nstream political parties, although none had been elected to high office.

60. Members had rightly pointed out that the report gave a great deal of

i nformati on about the Jewi sh popul ati on of Uruguay, and not so nuch about the
bl ack and indi genous popul ation. A Jewi sh organization, the Comté Centra
Israelita, had helped to prepare the report. Perhaps bl ack and i ndi genous
organi zati ons had not been so willing to cooperate. It mght be that the

| egacy of the Hol ocaust had nmade the Jew sh popul ati on nore sensitive to human
rights issues. The Jew sh popul ation was perfectly integrated into Uruguayan
society, and it was not specified in census returns, for exanple, whether a
person was Jew sh, Protestant, Catholic or Baha'i.



CERD/ C/ SR. 1351
page 12

61. Li kewi se, he had little information about the Italian and Spani sh
popul ati ons of Uruguay. One third of the population was of Italian descent,
and there was al so a | arge Spani sh popul ation, particularly in Montevideo.
However, both popul ati ons had beconme fully integrated into Uruguayan society,
to which they had made a val uabl e contri buti on.

62. The CHAIRVMAN said that, while he had no wish to belittle the sufferings
of the Jews, blacks had al so suffered considerably during their centuries of
sl avery.

63. M. WOFRUMsaid that the Uruguayan del egation did not seemto have
taken the Commttee's concerns about the African community seriously enough.
The representative had spoken of black famlies being noved fromtheir homes,
and had said that the site was still unoccupied. To him that merely neant
that peopl e had been noved wi thout even the justification that new and better
housi ng woul d be built on the sane spot.

64. Ms. ZOU Deci (Country Rapporteur) thanked the Uruguayan del egation for
its frank dialogue with the Committee. The Uruguayan Government had done a
great deal to inprove |living standards and establish the rule of |law, but many
de facto inequalities and exanples of racial discrimnation still remained in
Uruguayan society, particularly in respect of the black popul ation. She hoped
that, in its next periodic report, the Governnment would give nore information
about the situation of the black popul ation, as well as nore details about the
i npl ementation of article 4 of the Convention, which was a mandatory article,

i ncluding the ways in which the provisions of that article could be reflected
in the Penal Code

65. The CHAI RMAN t hanked the Uruguayan delegation for its report and its
di al ogue with the Committee.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




