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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 3) (continued)

1. The CHAI RMAN suggested, in respect of the Cormittee's consideration of
the situation in Canbodia, that the Conmttee should wite to the Canbodi an
Enmbassy in Paris, stating that consideration was to be deferred until the next
session of the Cormittee and inviting the Canmbodi an Governnment to submt
additional information. The letter should enphasize the inportance which the
Committee attached to dialogue with States parties and nmake it clear that the
deci si on had been taken only because of the difficult political situation in
Canbodi a.

STATEMENT BY MR, RALPH ZACKLI N, OFFI CER-1 N- CHARGE, HI GH COVM SSI ONER/ CENTRE
FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

2. M. ZACKLIN (O ficer-in-Charge, H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human

Ri ghts) drew attention to the inportant recent devel opnents. Firstly,

M's. Mary Robinson, currently the President of Ireland, had been appointed to
t he post of High Conm ssioner for Human Rights, and woul d take up her duties
in September 1997. Secondly, the Secretary-General had proposed imnmportant
structural reforms within the United Nations, designed to strengthen
substantive and technical support for human rights | egislative bodies,

treaty bodi es and special procedures (docunment A/51/950, “Renew ng the

United Nations: A programme for reforni). Efforts to establish common data
banks for information, research and analysis to assist those bodies were to be
accel erated. The High Conm ssioner's Office and the Centre for Human Ri ghts
were to be conbined into a single unit, to be called the Ofice of the

United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

3. O her recent devel opnents included a senm nar organi zed by the
Secretariat on imrigration, racismand racial discrimnation on

5to 9 May 1997, within the framework of the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm
and Racial Discrimnation. It was gratifying to note the progress nmade by two
menbers of the Conmittee, along with two experts fromthe Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, in drawing up a
joint working paper on article 7 of the International Convention on the

Eli mination of all Fornms of Racial Discrimnation. He welcomed the
Committee's proposal to prepare a |list of subjects in the area of racia

di scrimnation, which could be considered as topics for studies by the

Sub- Commi ssi on: those proposals had been submitted to the Sub-Comm ssion at
its current session in docunent E/CN. 4/ Sub.2/1997/31

4, The Commi ssion for Human Rights, in its resolution 1997/74, had
recommended to the General Assenbly that a world conference on raci sm and
raci al discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance shoul d be convened
before the year 2001. The resolution called upon a nunber of United Nations
bodi es, including the Conmittee, to submit recomendations and to participate
in the conference.

5. The eighth neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies
was to be held in Geneva on 15-19 Septenber 1997 and woul d consi der the
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recommendations for the reformof the work of the treaty bodies put forward by
t he i ndependent expert M. Philip A ston (E/CN. 4/1997/74). He |ooked forward
to hearing the Cormittee's views.

6. The Conmittee was to consider the situation in the Denocratic Republic
of the Congo and Rwanda at its current session. The joint investigative

m ssion established by the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts had drawn up a report
about the situation (A/51/942) fromthe sources available to it, although it
had not been able to visit the country. The Secretary-Ceneral had just

appoi nted anot her investigative teamunder his own authority, in which

M. Chigovera, a nenber of the Commttee, would participate.

7. The Committee was due to consider the situation in a nunber of other
States, including Israel, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the forner
Yugosl av Republic of Macedonia and Canbodia. He | ooked forward to receiving
the Committee's suggestions and recommendati ons on ways of reducing ethnic
vi ol ence and hatred in those countries and pronoting tol erance and
understanding. The Centre for Human Ri ghts would do its best to support the
Conmittee's work in every way.

8. M. GARVALQOV said that, before any radical reformof the human rights
treaty bodi es was undertaken, it was essential to understand what they could
do, given the necessary support. It was also inportant to ensure that all the

treaty monitoring bodies were given equal treatnment. The Conmittee needed
nore time to analyse the information available to it, both from periodic
reports and through the early warning and urgent procedures, and to reach a
real consensus on its concluding observations. In the present circunstances,
it was imnpossible to know how well the treaty nonitoring bodies could
function, what should be expected of them and what shortcom ngs renmined to be
resol ved, and hence to nake an objective assessnment of their role.

9. M. de GOUTTES wel coned the opportunity to nmake contact once nore

with M. Zacklin. The Conmmittee had al so mai ntai ned contact with

M. d el é- Ahanhanzo, Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Hunan Ri ghts on
contenporary fornms of racismand racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated
i ntol erance, but it had no up-to-date information about the Specia
Rapporteur's activities. He would be grateful for any information which

M. Zacklin could provide, and hoped that another neeting with the Specia
Rapporteur woul d be arranged soon. The Conmittee had al ready di scussed the
report of M. Alston, and sought nore information about its precise status.
Did it have any binding force? Was it open to discussion?

10. M. SHERIFIS wel conmed the plans to strengthen the Centre for Human

Ri ghts. He hoped that the secretariat support available to the Conmittee
woul d al so be increased. The staff assigned to the Conmittee did an excellent
job, but they worked for other commttees too, and their workl oad was heavy.

11. He wel comed the appointnment of Ms. Mary Robinson as the new

Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Human Ri ghts, and hoped that the Committee would play
its full part in the activities for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation. The ains of all the United Nations human rights bodies
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should be to work for the accession of as many States as possible to the
i nternational human rights instrunments and to increase public awareness of
their provisions.

12. M. RECHETOV wel conmed the appoi ntment of Ms. Mary Robinson as the new
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts; he admired her as an excellent |awer who
was unprejudi ced and quick to grasp new i ssues.

13. One problem which often arose was that States, and the public at Iarge,
failed to distinguish between the various types of human rights body: the
politicized bodies, such as the Third Committee of the General Assenbly or the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, the treaty nonitoring bodies, such as the
Conmittee, and bodies outside the United Nations system including regiona
organi zati ons such as the Council of Europe. It was essential to make clear
the differences between those three groups, while ensuring that their
activities were conpl enentary.

14. The CHAIRMAN said that the work of the treaty nonitoring bodies -
establishing standards for human rights and persuading all States to abide by
them - was one of the nobst inportant elenments of the United Nations' human
rights work.

15. M. ZACKLIN (O ficer-in-Charge, H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human

Ri ghts) acknow edged the inportance of the treaty nonitoring bodies. The
current reforns within the United Nations system along with a nunber of
significant anniversaries comng up in 1998, including the fiftieth

anni versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, provided a unique
opportunity to reassess the United Nations' human rights activities. The
extensi ve human rights know edge and hi gh international profile of the new
Hi gh Commi ssioner, Ms. Robinson, would make a val uable contribution to the
ref orm process.

16. Menmbers had called for nore secretariat support for the Conmittee's
work. That was a | ong-standing issue, but in the end it was a question of
human resources and hence financial resources. The Centre for Human Rights
would do its best to help the Cormittee in every way with the neans avail abl e
to it, which would thensel ves cone under review in due course.

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

Eleventh and twelfth periodic reports of Algeria (CERD C/ 280/ Add. 3)
(conti nued)

17. At the invitation of the Chairman, the delegation of Algeria resuned its
place at the Committee table.

18. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the Commttee's questions at the previous
nmeeti ng had opened up a val uabl e di al ogue about the inplenmentation of the
Convention in Algeria and about w der human rights issues.

19. One inportant issue which had been raised was that of the nationa
identity of the Al gerian people. Hi s delegation had been puzzled by the
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di scussi on about a potential definition of “Algerian society”. Fromits
begi nni ngs, Al geria had always been a single unified country, not one made up
of diverse communities with their own |aws and custons. The country had
remai ned a single comunity despite the influence of other civilizations,

i ncluding the Byzantines, the Greeks and the Ronans.

20. Anot her wi despread nyth was that of the “indi genous” popul ati on of
Al geria. The present-day Al gerian people were the indi genous popul ation,

al t hough they had naturally undergone sone foreign influences. |f Algerians
had defined thensel ves as Berbers, it was because the various invaders and
col oni zers had not understood their |anguage. The G eek word from which
“Berber” was derived, “barbarian”, referred to all those peoples in the
Medi t erranean basin who did not speak Greek. That historical definition of

Al gerianismreflected a diversity of ethnic groups; all skin, eye and hair
colours were found anong Al gerians, who had never considered such differences
to be a sign of separate comunities.

21. Wth colonization in 1830, the colonizers had begun inmposing their own
criteria of differentiation on the people. The principle of “divide and
conquer” had been applied to Al geria through |legal instrunents. One such

i nstrument was the Code of Indigenous Status, which had defined the

rel ati onshi p between indi genous Al gerians and the colonial settlers by
establishing separate electoral colleges for each. Switching fromthe forner
to the latter college required religious conversion and changi ng one’s nane -
in other words, meking a conplete break with one’s society of origin. The
second such instrunment, the Varnier Act, had changed the relationship of

Al gerians with their |and, replacing the systemof fanmly |and ownership with
one in which any Algerian was free to sell his land, which had resulted in the
appropriation of vast agricultural tracts by foreigners. Thirdly, there was
the Crém eux decree, which had segregated indi genous Jews fromthe rest of
the community by giving themde jure and de facto French nationality. The
rejection of customary Algerian | aw had neant that the diverse but fraterna
make-up of Al gerian society was no | onger recognized.

22. By a 1938 decree of the French Presidential Council, Arabic was declared
to be a foreign |anguage in Algeria. The result was total disarray within
society and a prodigious rise in the country's nationalist and arnmed

i beration novenents, ainmed at bringing back Algeria's original unitary
society. The process of pauperization and relapse into illiteracy was
conplete. Now, in the 35 years since independence, in the space of just

one generation, the school goi ng population had risen from 7,000 school children
and 300 university students in 1962 to 8 mllion schoolchildren

and 350, 000 university students in 1997

23. Col oni zati on deserved an equal place in the world s nmenory with the

Hol ocaust, as future generations would continue to suffer the consequences of
col oni al ideol ogies, which were always founded on the division of popul ations,
ant agoni sm and a flagrant denial of human rights. It was understandabl e that,
upon i ndependence, Al geria had repealed all |egislation that condoned the
alien concepts of racial discrimnation or ethnic differentiation. Algeria
bel i eved that conducting censuses of its ethnic and religious groups was



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1217
page 6

contrary to the ideas of freedom The Algerian identity card had never
mentioned religious or ethnic affiliation, which had been an invention of
t he col oni al period.

24, The Arabo-Berber definition of the Al gerian nmeant that, historically,

Al gerians were Berbers who had becone part of the Arabic and Miuslimworld.
“Amazi ghe”, which neant “free man”, was a termuniversally applied to

Al gerians and the one by which they had first been known. The country was
also trying to rehabilitate the Amazi ghe | anguage, which was derived from
Berber. Dialects based on Amazi ghe were spoken in 7 of the country’s

48 departnents, in addition to Arabic. The major problemw th rehabilitating
the | anguage was the diversity of its dialects. The situation was not unlike
the history of the Romance | anguages and of French itself, all of them
deriving from nunmerous dialects which reflected, as in the case of Amazighe, a
cultural heritage rather than an ethnic one. It was the Constitution of 1996
whi ch had given Algerianismits Amazi ghe, Arab and Muslim foundations.

25. An early nmeasure had been the establishnment in 1995 of the Ofice of the
Hi gh Commi ssi oner on Anmazi ghe Status, which worked with civic associations and
organi zations involved with the cultural aspects of Amazi ghe and the
rehabilitation of the Amazi ghe | anguage. While there were problens in
training teachers in Amazi ghe, the npst serious problemwas in transcribing
the | anguage, since it was spoken and had never been codified.

26. In response to other questions raised, he said that in conbating
fundamental i st violence Algeria was involved in a struggle for freedom and for
the nost basic rights, including the right to life. Algeria rejected the
NGOs' explanation of the situation as one of civil war between the security
forces and arnmed Islamc groups. The country had been engaged in

two struggles: to re-energe in the history of the twentieth century, and

to create a denocratic, pluralistic society open to a market econony. The

exi stence of armed Islamc groups could not be explained by the interruption
of the election process in 1991; the violence had actually begun earlier, with
the 1989 attack on a barracks and the 1990 attack on the Blida court, both by
the Islamc Arned Goup (JA). Algeria was paying the price not only of its
fight for freedomand a nulti-party system but also of the repercussions of
the cold war: G A agents had all been trained in Afghanistan, having been
nmobi lized in 1979 from Al geria, Yenen, Egypt, Mdyrocco and Tunisia by foreign
officers, often Arabs, at the instigation of certain countries, in order to
def end |sl am agai nst conmuni smin Afghani stan. Wen the war there had ended,
the agents had returned to their countries, and it was only natural that ideas
of pluralism human rights and wonen’s rights had appeared inpious to them
because they were not nentioned in divine aw. That was the genesis of

I slami ¢ fundanmentalismin Algeria.

27. While the worst was over, the question of the supply of those groups
needed to be raised. Their |ogistical bases were nostly in Europe - in
France, Germany, Belgium the United Kingdom Italy and Spain. There was a
vital need for international coordination, as those structures were becom ng
increasingly Mafia-like, destabilizing denocracies. The situation was not
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uni que to Al geria; weapons could be bought cheaply in Poland, the

Czech Republic or the Russian Federation, and the probl em weighed on the
conscience of the entire world. Those arnmed groups had no connection
what soever with Islam which encouraged the devel opment of the individual

28. He was troubl ed by the docunents of Amesty International: there were
no private mlitia in Al geria, but, rather, legally constituted “sel f-defence
groups”. Wth a territory extending over some 2.2 nmillion square netres, and

a widely dispersed popul ation of about 28 mlIlion, a mlitary force covering
the entire territory was uni magi nable. The self-defence groups were
auxiliaries to the security forces, working under the national gendarnerie,
and were trained in accordance with the nost up-to-date principles of
fundanmental rights and freedons and humanitarian |law. He asked any NGO to
prove the contrary, and called on such organi zations to cease engaging in
fruitless polemcs. The entire civilian popul ation was enduring the barbarity
of the armed groups; NGOs, including Amesty International, should take a
clear stand on the massacres and explicitly condem attacks on the right to
life. He deplored Amesty’ s | ack of professionalism it was no |onger the
organi zati on of Sean MacBride, its investigators no |onger possessed integrity
and there was no | onger any respect for the process of debate. There were
never any field data, but only unilateral allegations for which there was no
proof; and yet debate was the cornerstone of denocracy.

29. Algeria was a pluralistic society founded on the separation of powers.
For the first time in history, the President’s mandate had been limted to
two terms of office; a bicaneral Parlianent had been set up, as well as a
Council of State and Constitutional Council, whose still-linmted case | aw
proved the vitality of the debate and the acceptance of criticism

30. It was true that one third of the Council of the Nation, or Senate,
was appointed by the President, but that did not detract fromits
constitutionality. O her undisputably denmocratic countries had simlar
arrangenents. In a young republic such as Al geria, which needed experti se,
it was natural to keep one third of the 48 Senate seats for experienced

i ndi vi dual s.

31. The recent Algerian elections had taken place in a context of pluralism
in the presence of United Nations, Arab League and Organi zati on of African
Unity (OAU) observers. He cited the creation in 1992 of the National Human

Ri ghts Observatory (ONDH), the appointnent in 1994 of an Onbudsman, which gave
Al gerians further | egal protection, and the creation of a Law and Liberties
Conmi ssion within the National Assenbly.

32. Addr essi ng questions asked by M. de Gouttes and Ms. Sadiq Ali about
the inplenentati on of the Convention, he said Algeria was commtted to the
universality of the Convention and any Al gerian could invoke it under the
Penal Code. 1In addition to the Convention being taught to magistrates, the
security forces, |aw students and others, a Human Ri ghts chair had been
instituted at the University in Oran, seninars were organi zed and Human Ri ghts
Day was cel ebrated across the country to rai se awareness about the Convention

33. In response to M. van Boven's query about violence agai nst foreigners
he said wanton acts perpetrated by Islamic groups had I ed foreigners to
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believe they were the target of xenophobia. Despite the State’'s efforts to
protect them a few foreigners, including workers from several different
countries and nenbers of the clergy, who were guaranteed protection under the
Constitution, had been killed. The famlies of all victins, regardl ess of
origin, were entitled to conpensation by the Al gerian Government.

34. On the matter of conbating anti-Senmitic activities, the Algerian
Governnment had reacted swiftly in 1991 to the publication of anti-Semtic
literature in a newspaper financed by the Islanic Salvation Front (FIS) by
banni ng the newspaper

35. He denied reports that the French | anguage was bei ng suppl anted by
English. French was still the second and administrative | anguage of the
country and very much part of the audio-visual |andscape. Oher foreign

| anguages were being taught al ongside French and English, where finances and
human resources pernitted.

36. On the question of the Nationality Code, jus sanguinis was the
prevailing principle but anyone born on Al gerian soil could be naturalized.
However, a special provision had given French nationals living in Algeria up
to 1962 the right to obtain nationality through a sinple declaration before a
j udge.

37. He offered his vision of Algeria within the conmunity of nations by
quoting CGoethe: “I built ny house on nothing, nowhere, so the whole world
is mne”.

38. The CHAI RMAN t hanked M. Denbri for his report, remarks on the origin
and nature of the Algerian conflict, and answers to the Committee's queries.

39. M. SHAHI said that M. Denbri had thrown |ight on nmany aspects of

Al gerian identity. The Conmittee was aware of the concern of many States
parties that their obligation to provide an ethnic breakdown of their

popul ations could give rise to divisions and anti-national tendencies. The
Committee faced sonething of a dilemma: in refraining from asking States
parties about ethnicity in their countries it would be failing in its duties
under article 1, paragraph 1 of the Convention

40. Referring to the definition of Algeria s identity in paragraph 10 of
its twelfth periodic report, he asked whether the reference to an Amazi ghe,
African and Mediterranean substratumwas to be understood in cultural or
ethnic terns.

41. M. DIACONU took up the issue of Algerian identity, stating that it was
not the intention of the Conmittee to create artificial ethnic groups. The
Convention protected individuals whose rights under the Convention were

viol ated. However, there was al so provision under article 2 for

di scrimnation agai nst groups. Cultural and ethnic specificities should

not be trampled on in the quest for national unity because it could |ead

to conflict of the kind resurfacing in parts of Europe and el sewhere.

42. He commended Algeria s efforts to preserve the Berber |anguage and
revive the Amaezi ghe | anguage. Algeria was one of many countries noving in
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that direction and the Commttee wanted to see nore initiatives of the kind in
which linguistic and cultural identities were respected because they had a
direct, crucial inpact on the day-to-day lives of the mnorities who spoke
them regardl ess of whether they were recognized officially or not.

43. M. de GOUTTES said he was still mndful of the need for the Conmittee
to identify ways of hel ping Algeria through its crisis and to include themin
t he concl udi ng observations to be sent to the General Assenbly.

44. The Conmittee should consider, first and forenost, information provided
by States parties but also fromother United Nations bodi es and NGOs and had
adopted a General Recommendation to that effect. 1In the light of information

subm tted by a nunmber of NGOs, including Amesty International and Human

Ri ghts Watch, he invited the representative of Algeria to respond to reports
of insecurity anmong intellectuals of the opposition, |awers, human rights
activists and journalists, allegations of violation of the freedom of the
press, di sappearances, assassinations by State agents, terrorist groups and
self-defence mlitia and State obstruction of human rights investigations.
The Conmittee could not ignore such allegations even though they did not fal
directly under its mandate.

45. M. WOFRUM reiterated that it was not the Cormittee’s intention

to create artificial ethnic groups. However, in tackling the problem of
determining the ethnic or racial origin of an individual, the Commttee was
faced with three options: the definition proffered by the State, by the

group or by the individual. He drew attention to the Cormittee's Cenera
Recommendation VII1 according to which the final decision as to identification
lay with the individual

46. The Al gerian Governnment’s policy of pronoting the Berber |anguage

i ndicated that there was an interest in using the | anguage, which testified
to the aspirations of the Berber-speaking population. He regretted that the
Government’s willingness to pronote the use of the Berber |anguage was not
referred to in the report and requested an update on the situation in
subsequent reports.

47. M. ABOUL-NASR clarified his position on reports fromNGOs. He had
never contended that they should be ignored and was grateful for them but the
Conmittee should strive for bal anced opinions reflecting different sources of
information. Most of the information presented to the Commttee cane from
organi zations in devel oped countries, which had their own perception of
reality. The allegations of restrictions on freedom of informtion
illustrated the difference in approaches to the question. Mst western
countries did not inplenent or entered reservations to article 4, invoking
freedom of information as a priority. In the Mddle East, they adhered to
the principles enshrined in article 4 and hence could not tolerate fal se

i nformati on and propaganda or crimnal acts and groups. The devel opi ng
countries were in the mnority on the Conmttee and he hoped that their

views woul d al so be taken into consideration

48. Finally, he took issue with what he saw as western influences in
M. Denbri’s approach to Islam c fundanentalists, who were neither Mislim nor
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fundanment al i st because Islam prohibited the crinmes perpetrated in Al geria and
Egypt in the nane of Islam Diplomatic efforts were being nmade by

M ddl e Eastern States to put restrictions on groups in exile which financed
terrorists. Financing themwas foolish, as some countries like the

United States of America were beginning to discover

49. M. GARVALOV agreed with M. Aboul -Nasr that the dial ogue was between
menbers of the Conmittee as nmuch as between the Conmittee and the State party.
He had constantly appealed for each case to be discussed on its merits because
of countries like Algeria, where the question was whether the honogeneous

soci ety which the Governnment clained existed was the result of forced
assimlation or a progressive tendency. There had been many cases in the past
where the Committee had objected to official clainms to a honbgeneous soci ety
when it was clear that assinilation had been forced.

50. The question of the Convention, the Commttee's approach to it and
whet her the Committee should press States parties to accept realities and
recogni ze the existence of mnorities or ethnic groups despite their
constitutional arrangenments should be discussed properly in view of the

di fferences of opinion anong Conmittee nenbers and the frequency with which
t he question of the Convention vis-a-vis ninorities arose.

51. M. DEMBRI (Algeria), replying to the additional questions raised, said
that the dial ogue had hel ped highlight sone of the problenms encountered in

i mpl enenting the Convention. It was clear fromthe many reports in

circul ation on human rights situations the world over that the concept of

m norities and indi genous peoples could not be applied uniformally.

52. Wth regard to the questions raised by M. Garvalov, Algeria' s substrata
were not the result of forced assimilation or progressive tendencies but of
spont aneous assimlation since the seventh century. People were not defined
by linguistic groups as many spoke several |anguages, nor was | anguage a
barrier to public office. The present Head of Covernnment, for exanmple, was a
Ber ber speaker as were 14 of the country's 32 ministers. That cultura
diversity denonstrated the dynam sm of Al gerian society.

53. Par agraph 10 of the report (CERD/ C/ 280/ Add. 3) night appear confusing but
the fact was that the Algerian people were the product of the passage of many
di fferent peoples over many centuries. There was great support for Islamc
and Arabic val ues and Arabic had been chosen as the country's official

| anguage because in the past it had been acknow edged universally as the

| anguage of progress. The Al gerian popul ati on was conposed of various

physi cal types, and consisted of Jews and Christians as well as Muslinms. To
categori ze people by any of those characteristics, however, would be
tantanmount to racismand, legally be a retrograde step

54. Responding to the issues raised by M. Aboul - Nasr, he saw not hi ng w ong
in being a fundanmentalist: they were present in alnost all religious groups
and called for the letter rather than the spirit of the religion to be upheld.
The perpetrators of the terrorist violence that had arisen had attenpted to

hi de behind religious values, as had al ready been stated.

55. In response to M. de Gouttes' question as to what mi ght be done to curb
the viol ence, he suggested acts of solidarity with its victins.
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56. The inmportance of dialogue with NGOs, in particular those with
consultative status with the Econonic and Social Council was acknow edged
provi ded that it was conducted on the basis of a proper debate. In many cases
in the past, as in the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child and the report of
t he Speci al Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions, and even in the

Country Rapporteur's report to the present session, clainm had been nmade
regarding the lowering of the age of crinmnal responsibility or disappearances
whi ch, follow ng investigation, had subsequently proved to be false. NGO
shoul d therefore observe a proper procedure of discussion and refrain from
maki ng anonynous, undated, politically notivated clainms. Recent visits to

Al geria by the International Federation of Human Ri ghts and Human Ri ghts Watch
had cl eared up nuch m sinformation through interviews and proper discussions.

57. Wth regard to freedomof the press, it was true that security
information, particularly relating to terrorist attacks, was censored because
of the need for investigations. During the Gulf war, for exanple, enbargoes
had been placed on all war information. Such action was only normal, and did
not infringe freedom of expression, any nore than the anti-terrorist |aws of
ot her countries which prevented the press fromreferring to terrorist activity
or publications.

58. The fight for human rights was an ongoi ng one and needed to be pursued
everywhere, including in Europe where only a few countries appeared to have
fully inplenented the European Convention on Human Rights. [|nprovements were

al ways possible and in nost cases achi evabl e through productive and harnoni ous
di al ogue and proper identification of the fundamental problens.

59. Ms. SADIQ ALI (Country Rapporteur) expressed gratitude to the head of
the Al gerian delegation for his informative statement and insights into the
hi story and background of his country.

60. M. Shahi had addressed the question of Arab-Algerian identity and had
noted the concern about creating ethnic groups where none existed, quoting
article 1, paragraph 1, of the Convention to explain the Conmttee's dilemm
in requesting denographic information and identifying such groups.

M. Diaconu had wel coned the rehabilitation of the Berbers and their |anguage.
M. de CGouttes had asked what could be done in the tragic situation arising
fromthe conflict in Algeria, to which the head of the Al gerian del egation had
replied that acts of solidarity should be set against barbarity. M. WIfrum
had shared the views of M. Shahi and M. Diaconu on article 1, paragraph 1,

of the Convention and had indi cated how t he new groups emergi ng m ght be
identified, referring in particular to General Recomendation VIII that
self-identification was the best neans. M. Aboul-Nasr's coments had been
particularly inmportant. In that connection she confirned that her materia

had come fromthe Secretariat. |If M. Aboul-Nasr were to send Arab

comuni qués to the Anti-RacismInformation Service (ARI'S), there would be a
better bal ance between European and other sources of information.

M. Garval ov had appeal ed for each case to be judged on its merits and had
drawn a conpari son between honobgeneous societies formed by forced assimlation
and those formed by a progressive tendency. She reconmended that those main
poi nts should be covered by the concl udi ng observati ons.

61. M. ABOUL- NASR t hanked the Country Rapporteur for confirm ng the source
of her information. The Secretariat should provide information to ARIS in
view of its many contacts with regional groups, organizations and NGOs, and
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al so expand its own contacts as it was regularly urged to do by the major
human rights bodies. |In view of the structural refornms taking place in the

Di vi sion of Human Ri ghts such expansi on should be possible, and enable the
treaty bodies to receive information from many sources, including the New York
Secretariat which did not normally pass on its information to the Commttees.

62. The CHAI RMAN t hanked the Al gerian delegation for an interesting and
productive di al ogue. The concl udi ng observations would be drafted in due
course and transmtted at the earliest opportunity to the Algerian Mssion in
Ceneva.

63. The Al gerian del egation w thdrew.

Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Convention in States parties whose reports

are excessively overdue

Et hi opi a

64. M. CHI GOVERA (Country Rapporteur) said that Ethiopia' s last report, its
sixth periodic report, had been submtted to and considered by the Committee
in 1990. As of July 1997, five reports were overdue.

65. Anmong the main concerns expressed by the Conmittee at its thirtieth
session in August 1990 had been the | ack of substantial conpliance with the
provisions of article 4 of the Convention, although article 218 of the

Et hi opi an Civil Code appeared to have been intended to conply with the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishnment of the Crine of Genocide. The
Committee had consequently requested further informati on on conpliance with
that article. Owher criticisns had related to |ack of denographic information
and of information on the participation of the various national ethnic groups
in the country's political and social life inrelation to the rights
established in article 5 of the Convention

66. At the time of the sixth report, Ethiopia had been conmposed of
some 70 nationalities and ethnic groups, but Eritrea's subsequent independence
woul d have had consi derabl e i npact on its denographi c conposition

67. The reports and infornmation which he had received, in particular

the 1996 report of the United States State Departnent, suggested that the
current CGovernnment had established a federal systemw th political boundaries
drawn along major ethnic lines, apparently enabling ethnic groups to have a
greater say in their own affairs and resources than at any time in the past.
Al t hough other reports alleged human rights abuses by the current Government,
they were of a nore general nature and did not specifically relate to racia
discrimnation. The report to which he had had access had acknow edged t hat
the current Government's record of respect for human rights was significantly
better than that of the Mengi stu governnent.

68. He recomrended that the State party be called upon to conply with its
obligations under article 9 of the Convention and subnmit its reports
accordi ngly.
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69. The CHAIRMAN said that the Cormittee could either |leave Ethiopia within
the review procedure, where it would wait for a further five years before the
next round, or accept M. Chigovera's report pending reconsideration of the
situation in Ethiopia at a subsequent session.

70. M. CHI GOVERA said that although Ethiopia had so far failed to respond
to the many rem nders which had been sent out, the right course would be to
call on the Ethiopian Governnent to subnmit a report in tine for the
Committee's fifty-second session.

71. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 12.55 p. m




