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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 7) (continued)

Initial and second periodic reports of Arnmenia (CERD/ C/ 289/ Add. 2;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 57) (conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the delegation of Arnenia resuned its
places at the Conmmittee table.

2. M. SHAH thanked the Republic of Arnmenia for having submtted to the
Committee a particularly conplete report on its inplenentation of the
Convention. He welcomed M. Valencia Rodriguez's very detail ed anal ysis which
he hoped the Governnent would take into account, along with the Committee's
concl udi ng observati ons.

3. Referring to paragraph 37 of the report (CERD C/ 281/ Add.2), he drew the
attention of the delegation to the fact that article 69 of the section of the
Penal Code prohibiting “propaganda or agitation intended to incite to racia

or national enmty or dissension” was inadequate to guarantee inplenentation
of the Convention, since under that instrument States parties were called upon
to prohibit the dissem nation of racist ideas, whether or not such ideas had
the effect of inciting racial discrimnation

4, Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 5, paragraph 83 of the
report stated that “in the present circunstances, it is not considered

advi sable to introduce a special category of offences with a racial notivation
requiring the introduction of harsher penalties than other simlar
infringements of the law'. On the contrary, the CGovernnent should use the
adopti on of the new Penal Code to incorporate all the provisions of the
Convention into donestic legislation, by indicating, for exanple, the
penalties |aid down for the dissem nation of ideas |leading to racia

di scrimnation or theories affirmng racial superiority. Contrary to the
Governnment's interpretation (para. 81 (a)), the provisions of article 4 of the
Convention were not ainmed at restricting the right to freedom of opinion as
such but at prohibiting the expression of racist opinions, a subtle
distinction that could usefully be reflected in the new Penal Code.

5. Concerning the inplenentation of article 4, paragraph 81 al so stated
that “propaganda or agitation intended to incite to racial or national enmty
or dissension ... shall be punishable by ... exile for a period of two to five
years”. He wi shed to know nore about the places of exile, and particularly

their | ocation

6. M. GARVALOV commended Arnenia for having submitted a particularly
substantive report, and on tinme. He noted with interest that the report as
wel|l as the representatives of Armenia had used three expressions, nanely,
“ethnic mnorities”, “ethnic groups”, and “nationalities”. As he knew that
some countries considered a nationality to be a group of persons who were part
of the nation, sometimes for generations, whereas others thought of them as
groups com ng from nei ghbouring countries, he wondered whether the distinction
made was one of substance.
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7. Article 7 of the Convention was intended not only to commt States
parties to adopt effective neasures to conmbat racial discrimnation in the
fields of teaching, education, culture and information, but also to conbat
prejudi ces which led to racial discrimnation and to pronote understanding,
tol erance and friendship anong nations and racial or ethnic groups. It would
be useful for the Governnent to provide nore conprehensive information in its
next periodic report on that aspect of the specific inplenmentation of

article 7.

8. M. MELI K- SHAHNAZARI AN (Arneni a), Head of the Departnent of

International Organizations in the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, replying to
the questions put to himregarding a letter from Azerbaijan, invited the
menbers of the Committee to refer to the letter, distributed as an officia
docunent of the forty-ninth session of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities (E/ CN 4/Sub.2/1997/47), in which
the Republic of Armenia refuted the false information di ssem nated by the
Governnment of Azerbaijan. It also contained replies to a number of the points
rai sed by M. Val enci a Rodri guez.

9. Referring to the allegations of ethnic cleansing directed against his
country, he presented an extensive historical account of the conflictua

rel ati ons between Arnmenia and Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan had unilaterally put an
end to an attenpted negotiated settlenent of the territorial and other

di fferences between the two countries and had seized 58 per cent of the
territory of Upper Karabagh. It had driven the Arnenians out by means of
major mlitary operations, including bonmbardnents, with the help of the
Soviet Union. Followi ng the hostilities, 168,000 Azerbaijanis had |eft
Arnmenia. Despite Arnmenia's efforts to reach a settlenment of the question by
civilized nmeans, the entire Arnenian popul ati on had been expelled w thout
consi deration or conpensation fromthe areas under Azerbaijani control. The
Azerbaijanis who had |l eft Arnenia, on the other hand, had done so voluntarily
after receiving conpensation and selling their real property.

10. The contradiction between the figures provided in paragraphs 11 and 18
of the report on the number of Azerbaijanis who had |left Arnenia and those who
had been included in the 1989 census there was nore apparent than real, since
the figures were in fact conplenentary, and sinply reflected the fact that the
Azerbaijanis had left Arnmenia gradually over a two-year period.

11. The Azerbaijanis in Arnenia were inconparably better treated than the
Arnmeni ans living in Azerbaijan. The Arnenian press did not single out the
Azerbaijanis for criticism whereas the Azerbaijani nedia systematically
denigrated the Arnenian nminority in their country. They accused Arnmenia in
particul ar of having seized their territory and incited the population to
reconquer it by force. Simlarly, books inciting hatred of Armenia were

publi shed in Azerbaijan. On the subject of Azerbaijani territorial clainms, he
noted that Arnenia had existed for sone 4,000 years, while Azerbaijan had been
created only in 1918.

12. As for the violation of the fundanental rights of nenbers of the
Armeni an opposition, he confirmed the informati on contained in paragraph 95 of
the report that torture and other cruel or degrading treatnment was stil

practi sed by investigators. That was because the Republic of Armenia was a
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young State whose judicial systemwas relatively new, and it would need nore
time to change the attitudes and behavi our of certain | aw enforcenment
of ficers.

13. The political power struggle had assuned sone regrettable forms, which
had al armed the European Parlianment. Sone opposition | eaders had been found
guilty of offences under the ordinary law, such as the illegal possession of

weapons. However, as part of the policy of appeasenent, the President of the
Republi ¢ had announced that those who had been rel eased could stand as

candi dates in the forthcom ng elections. The representatives of all politica
persuasi ons were also eligible. The Commttee for the Defence of Politica
Pri soners had recently stated that there were no political prisoners in
Armeni an prisons. The political life of Armenia was thus entering a new era.

14. In reply to a question on the | ow nunber of foreigners in Arnenia, he
said the foreign popul ati on was conposed | argely of several hundred students
and representatives of non-governnental organizations (NGOs), groups which
tended not to settle permanently. |If foreigners only rarely settled in
Arnmenia, it was because the standard of living was too nodest to make it
attractive for them That woul d probably change once the country attained the
desired | evel of econom c devel opnent. However, it was facing a grow ng
influx of illegal immigrants fromAfrica and Arab countries who were trying to
use it as a point of entry into Turkey and Europe.

15. Wth regard to the national conmmunities, he drew attention to the

i nformati on given in paragraphs 20 and 21 of the report, stressing that many
mnorities - Assyrians, G eeks, Kurds, Ceorgians, Jews, Germans, Poles and
Russi ans, or about 4 per cent of the total population - had forned

i ntercomrunity associations and participated actively in social and cultura
activities.

16. He confirnmed what he had said on 12 March about the conplete freedom
enj oyed by those communities which were in conplete harnony with the
Governnment. He cited as an exanple the Kurds, several tens of thousands of
whom lived in the forner republics of the Soviet Union; they had created an

i nternational organization in Armenia, the Kurdish Union, which had juridica
personality. Armenia was the only country in which the Kurds could speak
write and study in their own | anguage up to the university level. |If Arnenia
could not always nmeet the needs of its mnorities, it was because, since the
col l apse of the Soviet Union, there no | onger existed a central source of
financing. However, the protection of the various national bodies of Arnenia
was at present the subject of a draft |aw

17. The agreement on questions relating to the restoration of the rights of
deported persons, national mnorities and peoples, referred to in paragraph 74
of the report, required explanation. It was intended to replace the

| egi sl ati on enacted in the Soviet Union during perestroika, aimed at
facilitating the return of such groups and peoples to their native |ands -
Ceorgia, Arnenia, Chechnya, Crinmea and so forth - and in that connection he
cited the case of the | eader of an Armeni an humanitarian organi zati on who had
been stripped of his Soviet citizenship in 1989 and deported to Ethiopia and
who, thanks to that |egislation, had been able to go back to Arnenia, recover
all his rights and even stand as a candidate for the presidency.
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18. The term “national mnorities” itself had not appeared very precise to
the Committee, with good reason. During the Soviet era, the passport of every
Soviet citizen nmentioned his citizenship, which was Soviet, as well as his
nationality of origin. That was why the termwas generally understood as
referring to the population of an ethnic group different fromone's own. As
M. Garvalov had rightly remarked, the next report should clearly specify the
meani ng of words that were still being used with their fornmer connotation

19. Suppl enenting the information that had been provided on nationa
mnorities, he said that State officials were obliged by law to hel p those who
requested assistance in defending their rights and interests, and to inform

t hem of the obligations by which they were bound and what the consequences
would be if they failed to respect them

20. General | y speaking, the principle of non-discrimnation had to be
respected in all aspects of life, and it was being increasingly incorporated
into the texts enacted or about to be enacted, which were thus gradually
fleshing out the principles proclained in articles 15 and 43 of the
Constitution. That had already been done with the Labour Code, the Pena

Code, the draft code of penal procedure, the Cvil Code and the Medica

Assi stance Code. That would be apparent to the Conmittee once it saw the text
of the three draft |aws which the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had j ust
received on the courts, the Prosecutor's O fice and the enforced execution of
court decisions, drafts on which nenbers would be invited to comment. They
woul d see that even if, as was apparent from paragraphs 29 and 30 of the
report, international instrunments were not automatically incorporated into the
Armeni an | egal system it was possible to refer to them and they were taken
into account, with the help of the advisory services of the H gh Comnr ssioner
for Human Rights, in the draft legislation. Furthernore, so that that

| egi slation would not rermain a dead letter, senmi nars were being organi zed for
judges and police and prison authorities with a view to bringing about a
gradual change in their attitudes. Human rights would becone a discipline to
be studi ed, but that would of course take several years. In reply to a
qguestion on the new Penal Code, he said that it did not contain any provisions
penalizing racially notivated crines because the legislature did not wish to
effect a sort of segregation that woul d put persons belonging to mnorities
into a separate category. If the Comrittee insisted, such a provision could
per haps be added to the Penal Code, but he was not in favour of the idea.

21. The issue of dual nationality did not seemvery clear to the menmbers of
the Comrittee, nor was it clear to the Arnenians thenmselves. |In fact, an
ethnic Arnenian was considered in Arnenia to be anyone who had at | east one
Arnmeni an parent. Anyone neeting that requirement could obtain citizenship
through a sinplified procedure. The ultinmte aimwas to have all Diaspora
Arnmeni ans end up with an Arneni an passport. Sone bil ateral agreenments had

al ready been signed to that effect.

22. No NGO had al | eged any viol ati on what soever of the rights of any
mnority, whether Azerbaijani or other. All citizens participated on an equa
footing in the nation's political life, in referendunms as in elections; their
freedom of novenent, and that of foreigners, was unlimted, except in the case
of persons being prosecuted; everyone had the right to buy land and to
contribute to the capital of privatized enterprises although quite naturally a
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nati onal preference had been established, giving priority to Arnenians. In
that regard, it was al so understandable that only Arnmenians had the right to
belong to a political party. As for the right to education, it had not yet
been strengthened by being provided free of charge, as the State was unable to
finance 100 per cent of the cost of education and had therefore to turn to
private schools to sone extent, but that would not always be the case. As a
finishing touch, the creation of a human rights comm ssion was under

consi derati on.

23. Arnmenia was still an enmbryonic State. The Committee would be kept
informed of all |laws being drafted and could be assured that its conments
woul d be heeded.

24. M. YUTZIS said he hoped that, when it subnmitted its next periodic
report, or even before, Arnenia would provide specific figures and statistica
data that would enable Comm ttee nenbers to see to what extent, conpared to
the majority population, nmenbers of mnorities could exercise the rights set
out in article 5 of the Convention, and to what extent they were literate, had
access to education up to the higher level and to health care progranmmes.

25. Par agraphs 127, 132 and 134 also called for clarification

Par agraph 127 gave a list of 13 officially registered religious faiths, but
left out Islam G ven the inportance of the relationship between nationa
culture and spirituality in Arnmenia, that was cause for concern, especially
since Muslinms were not mentioned anong the comunities operating wthout being
regi stered. Paragraphs 132 and 134 reported on the registration practice,

whi ch conferred juridical personality on the regi stered organization, thereby
providing it with certain privileges. That information led to the question as
to the status of the Muslimfaith and what the di sadvantages m ght be for a
religious group that was not registered.

26. M. SHAHNAZARI AN (Arnenia) said he too was surprised that the Miuslim
conmunity was not nentioned in paragraph 127 of the report. Apparently that
was sinply an oversight and the Government would clarify the matter inits
next report. There were nosques in Arnenia and, generally speaking, the
popul ati on was very tolerant of various religions, and religious communities,
once they had been registered and acquired the status of a juridical person
could inter alia open schools.

27. M. SHAHI, referring to article 69 of the Penal Code (para. 81), which
provi ded that propaganda or agitation intended to incite to racial or nationa
enm ty or dissension was puni shable by six nmonths' to three years

i mprisonment or two to five years' exile, asked where the places of exile

wer e.

28. M. DIACONU, noting that the representative of Arnenia had nmentioned in
his replies certain allegations made agai nst his country in the letter from
the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as situations which existed or had existed
in Azerbaijan or Upper Karabagh, enphasized that those references should be

di sregarded by the Committee in the context of its consideration of the report
of Arnenia. The discussion should not set a precedent for the Conmittee's
future activities.
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29. M . SHAHNAZARI AN (Arnenia), replying to M. Shahi, said that the
provisions of article 69 of the Penal Code on exile no |onger applied. They
went back to the Soviet era and had inadvertently been reproduced verbati m by
the authors of the report. A new Penal Code was being enacted.

30. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ (Country Rapporteur) thanked the representative
of Arnenia for having presented a detail ed, exhaustive report that was in
conformty with the Comrittee's guidelines. He also thanked himfor his
replies and was gratified by the fruitful dialogue between the Comrittee and
the del egation. Arnenia was going through a difficult tinme and he hoped it
woul d overcone its problens and continue along the path to denocracy.

31. He wel comed the commitnents the Governnment had assuned under the
Convention, particularly with regard to the principle of equal treatnent
before the law for Arnenians and others. Oher initiatives should be taken
particularly in inplenentation of articles 4, 5 and 6.

32. Armenia's legal structures were being established. The Conmittee
encouraged Armenia to pursue its efforts in that regard in order to give
effect to the provisions of the Convention, particularly through the

Penal Code, the Labour Code, the Marriage and Fanily Code and the provisions
on the settlement of collective | abour disputes. He also asked the Governnent
to keep himapprised of all cases of racial discrimnation brought before the
courts. The Conmittee noted that the international instruments to which
Armenia was a party could be invoked before the courts and had been

i ncorporated into donestic |aw

33. However, the Conmittee would appreciate nore information in the next
periodic report on the rights to which foreigners were not entitled and on the
possi bl e consequences of privatization

34. Measures should be taken to protect the rights of ethnic Arnenians who
returned to their country, particularly in the fields of enmploynent, health
and wor K.

35. The Committee conmended the steps that had been taken under article 7
and recommended that the Governnent should intensify neasures ainmed at
pronoting tol erance and respect for the Charter of the United Nations and the
Convention. He suggested that the CGovernnment shoul d make the decl aration
under article 14, recognizing the Conmittee' s conpetence to receive conplaints
fromindividual s and approve the anmendnent to article 8 of the Convention. He
hoped that the next report would provide additional information on the
proposed national human rights conm ssion

36. M. NAZARI AN (Armeni a), Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ofice at Ceneva, paid tribute to the efforts nmade by the menmbers of the
Committee, the Country Rapporteur and the Chairman of the Commttee, and
assured themthat their questions and recommendati ons woul d be brought to the
attention of the conpetent bodies. Arnenia intended to do everything possible
to inplenment the provisions of all human rights instruments and the Convention
in particular, guided by the Conmttee's observations.
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37. The CHAIRMAN said the Committee had thereby concluded its consideration
of the second periodic report of Armenia.

38. The del egation of Arnenia w thdrew.

PREVENTI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, | NCLUDI NG EARLY WARNI NG MEASURES AND
URGENT ACTI ON PROCEDURES (agenda item 6) (continued)

Consideration of the situation in Rwanda

39. M. BANTON (Country Rapporteur for Rwanda) said that in 1996, the
Committee had adopted a statenent (A/51/18, p. 9) in which it enphasi zed the

i mportance of the United Nations Assistance Mssion for Rwanda and expressed
concern over delays in bringing accused persons to justice and over continuing
incitement to ethnic hatred. The Conmittee had reconmended the convening of a
constitutional conference and offered its cooperation in that event.

40. In 1997, the Commttee had wel coned the attendance of a State del egation
from Rwanda at its session and the information it furnished. The State
representative had observed that the Rwandan people and Government were nore
concerned than any foreigner about national reconciliation, which could conme
about only if the country had the neans to rebuild the social and econom c
foundati ons of society. 1In the two or three years since the form ng of a
Government of national unity, the international community had provided only

m nimal resources to enable it to translate its vision for a new Rwanda into
reality (CERD/ C/ SR 1212, para. 28).

41. In the circunstances, the Cormittee should express its regret that the
Gover nment of Rwanda had not accepted its invitation to attend the present
session. Events in Rwanda were still closely tied to those taking place in
the Denocratic Republic of the Congo. The Conmittee should keep Rwanda on the
list of States for consideration under the prevention procedure, as it had
done at the present session. Since the Commttee needed additiona

i nformati on and Rwanda had not sent a delegation to the session, he suggested
that the situation in Rwanda shoul d be considered at the Conmttee's
fifty-fourth session in March 1999.

42. M. de GOUTTES said he agreed with M. Banton's proposals, and
particularly that the Commttee should keep the situation in Rwmanda under
consi deration under agenda item 6. However, the Committee's fifty-fourth
sessi on seened sonewhat far away. The Conmittee should recall the main points
to which it had drawn the attention of the Government of Rwanda: first of
all, the need to put an end to the inpunity of those responsible for ethnic
nmurders; to find a solution to the problem of the detention of many persons
without trial in particularly harsh conditions; to give priority to the
restructuring of the judiciary; to urge the Governnent to cooperate with the
International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda; and to insist on human rights
training for |aw enforcenent officers, who should be taught tol erance and

i nter-ethni c understandi ng.

43. M. SHAH agreed with M. Banton that the situation in Rwanda shoul d be
kept under consideration under agenda item6. Like M. de Couttes, he felt
that the Commttee's fifty-fourth session would be too late.
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44, The fifty-third session would be nore appropriate, given the very rea
ri sk of another genocide in Rwanda. A rapid action force should be created
for the prevention of tragic conflicts.

45. The Committee certainly needed information on the current situation in
Rwanda before taking any deci sion.

46. Ms. McDOUGALL said that Rwanda had experienced the worst massive

violations of human rights in recent tines. It was a very poor country which
was redoubling its efforts to achieve national reconstruction and
reconciliation. The Conmittee should not wait until its fifty-fourth session

before dealing with Rwanda; additional information should be requested on the
current situation and it should be considered at the next session

47. Justice nust be done in Rwanda and nust be seen to be done according to
fair and inpartial procedures. It was also inportant to combat inmpunity. The
prison popul ati on exceeded 100, 000, al nost all of whom were Hutus; the trials
that had begun were extrenely slow, and resources were |lacking to renedy the
situation. The Conmittee should ask the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
make greater efforts to assist Rwanda, both in the field and through its
advisory services. It should also ask Rmanda to cooperate nore with the
International Crimnal Tribunal. Furthernore, it should call on Rwanda to
forgo executions of persons, nost of them Hutus, who had been sentenced to
deat h, as that woul d exacerbate ethnic tensions. She personally was opposed
to the death penalty, which she considered to be a violation of human rights.

48. Wth regard to i nmpunity, Rwanda shoul d be supportive of the m ssion of
the Secretary-General's investigative teamcurrently in the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo. Modreover, the Committee should consider the neasures
that had been taken under article 7 of the Convention

49. The nedia and the radio had played a central role in the genocide. What
steps could be taken to use those nmedia in a positive manner? Could they not
be used to enhance the understandi ng of the inportance of the concept of
responsibility, and to publicize the proceedi ngs under way before the
International Crimnal Tribunal?

50. She was following closely the extrenely serious events that were

begi nning to occur in the north-west of Rwanda. The CGovernnment shoul d be
call ed upon to take neasures to reduce tensions, put an end to the nassacres
and devel op institutions of governance that would include all ethnic groups.

51. M. DIACONU said the approach suggested by M. de Gouttes was excellent,
as long as the various points he had enunerated were placed in the context of
the inplenentati on of the Convention. The Comittee should not step outside
its field of conpetence. The two aspects stressed by Ms. MDougall were al so
very inportant: the |aunching of another genocide in the region should be
avoi ded at all costs, and a return to norrmal encouraged by helping to restore
institutions.

52. He had no problemw th the Conmttee reconsidering the situation in
Rwanda at its August 1998 session but, as M. Banton had said, it needed
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up-to-date information to do so. The Conmittee could obtain such information
intw ways: it could either address the Government directly, or ask the
secretariat to transmit to it any pertinent information.

53. The CHAIRMAN said the Committee's secretariat could be asked to nmake the
necessary arrangenents with the United Nations Secretariat.

54. M. YUTZIS said the Conmmittee's attitude towards the situation in Rwanda
was very inportant and nerited reflection by all nmenbers present.

55. O her United Nations bodi es had perhaps not gone far enough in their
anal ysis of that notorious exanple of inter-ethnic conflict and were not
necessarily in a position to provide the Cormmittee with all the information it
needed on the subject.

56. As Ms. McDougall had rightly said, the fact that those responsible for

t he genoci de renmai ned unpuni shed was of capital inportance, as the crines that
had been conmmtted renmi ned engraved on the collective conscience and fanned
the flame of inter-ethnic hatred. However, it was certainly difficult to

adm nister justice in a very poor country where there was little or no State
and whose institutions had been dismantled. A parallel could be drawn with
the situation in Haiti.

57. The nmenbers of the Conmittee should therefore realize that Rwanda was in
an extremely vulnerable state and that it was pointless to recommend that the
Gover nment shoul d take such and such a neasure if it |lacked the resources to
do so.

58. In order to restore the situation to normal, it would be necessary to
begin by repairing the social fabric, which would not be an easy task.

59. Instead of sinply fornmulating purely rhetorical reconmendations, the
Committee shoul d perhaps consider whether it could play a nore active role on
the country's behal f.

60. M. GARVALOV said he agreed in general with the views expressed by

previ ous speakers and expressed the hope that the question of Rwanda woul d
remain on the Cormittee's agenda under item 6 (early warning nmeasures and
urgent action procedures). He did not see why the Cormttee, which was one of
the organs responsible for the protection of human rights within the

United Nations system could not in due course receive specific information on
Rwanda. When he had been Chairman of the Conmittee in 1995, he had hinself
rai sed the question during consultations with the Secretary-General, who had
assured himof his support in that connection. During her visit to the
Committee at its previous neeting, the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had
done the sane.

61. Ms. McDOUGALL said she agreed with M. Yutzis. Not only should the
Conmittee do its best to obtain nore information on recent devel opnments in
Rwanda, but it should also consider the possibilities withinits field of
conpetence of playing a nore active role on the country's behalf. It would be
useful to reflect on that point. The Conmittee should not limt itself to
berating the Governnent of Rwanda but should help it to inprove matters.
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62. Ms. SADIQ ALI said she too thought action was needed before the
situation got out of control, as had happened in the past. She therefore
favoured including the question in the agenda of the fifty-third session

63. It was common know edge that nany countries sold or shipped arns to
regi ons where ethnic conflicts were raging. |In such cases, the internationa
comunity should i npose an arns enbargo and the question should be placed on
the Commttee's agenda.

64. M. NOBEL said that in the case of Rwanda, knives, machetes and bows and
arrows had probably played as inportant a role in the massacres as other types
of weapons, although arnms were unfortunately being exported to the country.

He fully supported Ms. MDougall's observations: the Committee should try to
obtain nore recent information on devel opnents and consi der whether it could
play a nore active role in solving the problem In that regard he woul d defer
to the views of the nore experienced nenbers of the Committee.

65. The CHAIRMAN said the only United Nations body enpowered to i nmpose an
arnms enbargo was the Security Council.

66. M. BANTON (Country Rapporteur) said he had no objection to Rwanda bei ng
pl aced on the agenda of the Committee's next session in August 1998. However,
the Committee had been considering the question regularly since 1989, without
achi eving obviously any renmarkable results.

67. He wi shed to dispel a misunderstanding: in reality, the Commttee had
no problemin obtaining all available information on the question within the
United Nations system but the fact was that nmuch of that information was old
and often not very useful

68. The real problem was Rwanda's poverty, which nade everything difficult.
When a del egation from Rmwanda had conme before the Committee in March 1997, the
representatives of the Rwandan Government had expl ained that the main obstacle
in their path was the lack of material resources and neans. The Committee
shoul d not adopt an attitude of superiority towards themnor put itself in
their place in seeking practical solutions. As Country Rapporteur, he would
try to draft a statenent acceptable to all nenbers of the Commttee. Perhaps,
in the light of what had been said, it was the tone of that statenent that
shoul d be reflected on.

69. M. YUTZIS said that M. Banton was probably right to ask the Commttee
to show sone nodesty and realism But did that nmean it also had to confine
itself to issuing statenents? He hinmself had experienced unbearabl e
situations during his nmission to Croatia and could affirmthat, fromthe

st andpoi nt of the popul ati ons concerned, who were facing serious problens in
their daily life, statements were not of nuch hel p.

70. M. SHAHI said the Conmittee should take the right decision on the
gquestion. In order to do so, it should above all obtain recent information on
how the situati on was evolving, in order to evaluate its urgency. In that
regard it could consult the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
which could help it to determ ne whether another genocide was imrnent. In
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the Iight of that information, it could then decide what to do. If it turned
out that the situation was becom ng urgent, it could, for exanple, draw the
attention of the Security Council to the matter

71. The CHAIRMAN said a neeting had al ready been planned between the
Committee's Bureau and the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights. The subject
could be taken up at that tine.

72. If menbers so desired, the question would be included in the agenda of
t he next session.

73. For the time being, a draft statement could be prepared by the Country
Rapporteur, possibly with the help of nenbers who had nade suggestions. He
proposed that the Committee should revert the matter at a future neeting once
the text was ready and consultations with the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts had taken pl ace.

74. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




