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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 7) (continued)

Tenth to fourteenth periodic reports of Cameroon (CERD/ C/ 298/ Add. 3)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Canerooni an del egation resuned
its place at the Conmmittee table.

2. Ms. SADIQ ALI said she would like further information concerning the
situation of the Pygnies enployed by foresters, who apparently received

sal ari es that were below standard. She would also |ike informati on on the
conditions of forestry work.

3. M. EBAN OTONG (Caneroon), said that the National Conmittee on Human

Ri ghts and Freedons, |aunched in 1992, had begun its programes with the broad
support of the Governnent, the diplomatic m ssions, non-governnenta

organi zations (NGOs) and foreign associations. It had subsequently taken
action, throughout the nation's provinces, to informthe population of its
rights. The Conmi ssion on Information, established within the framework of
that comm ttee, had organi zed semi nars, which were the best neans of

di ssem nating the principles of human rights.

4, The Committee had received nore than 2,500 conplaints relating to

i nstances of violations of human rights and freedons; it had visited prison
establishnents, gendarnerie brigades and police stations, and it had observed
el ections. The Committee, which included representatives of non-governmenta
organi zations (NGOs), worked in conjunction with many NGOs, anobng themin
particul ar the Caneroon Angl ophone Movenent, Union du nonde des droits de

| ' homme, Association de lutte contre les violences faites aux femes, Agora,
Africa Watch International, Main tendue a |la personne en détresse, Amesty
International, Ligue pour |'éducation de |'enfant et de la femme, and the

I nternational Federation of Human Rights. An intensive information canpaign
had been undertaken to pronote those progranmmres.

5. The training of |aw enforcenent officers fell not only to the
Conmittee, but also to Government authorities and other bodies, according to
a policy of decentralized cooperation. A seminar had been held in Yaounde
on 5 February 1998 for the training of prison staff.

6. The first article of Act No. 90/052 of 19 Decenber 1990 concerning
freedom of social communi cation recalled that freedom of the press was
constitutionally guaranteed. The Act abolished censorship but guaranteed the
protection of norality and public order, which were universal principles of
the rule of law. The arrests of journalists and the suspension of various
medi a whi ch had been nentioned were not arbitrary: they had resulted fromthe
i npl enent ati on of Caneroonian | aws and regul ations, and the cases were being
exam ned by the courts. The accused parties had tried to exercise their
freedons by disregarding those of others. 1In the case at hand, M. N awe had
written an article which encroached on soneone el se's privacy.
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7. The i ndependence of the judiciary was guaranteed and renmedi es were
avail abl e to anyone who believed that his rights had been vi ol at ed.

8. Cameroon was a denocratic State whose | egal systemincorporated al

i nternational human rights instrunents, and the authorities were responsible
for protecting the freedons of all. Caneroon sought harnoniously to reconcile
the interests of its citizens with the protection of individual freedons.
Unfortunately, news reports on freedom of the press in Canmeroon often

di storted the facts and tended to focus on individuals who were al nost

i nvari ably endangering val ues enshrined in the Constitution and the donestic

| egi sl ati on.

9. As for the supposed opponents of the reginme who were reported to be
illegally detained by the traditional chiefs, the Lam bés, they were in fact

| awbr eakers who had been arrested with the help of the chiefs in support of
the authorities and detained in their palaces as part of a canpai gn agai nst
organi zed crime. The | awbreakers were imedi ately turned over to the judicial
authorities. The report on those arrests merely nentioned facts w thout

of fering any real evidence; he defied anyone to give the nanes of any

di ssidents detained in that nanner

10. Wth regard to the strike that had been threatened in 1996 follow ng the
appoi ntnent of Government representatives, the Comrunes Act provided that
Governnment officials should be placed in charge of conmunes operating under a
special reginme. That neasure therefore was not discrimnatory, but sinply
applied the law. Al the nunicipal councils concerned had in fact resumed
normal operations.

11. The draft |egislation concerning the establishnent of decentralized
authorities under the new Constitution, was in the process of being finalized
and woul d be presented to the National Assenbly during its forthcom ng
sessions, in June, Novenber or March

12. Li ving conditions in Canerooni an prisons had always given rise to
tendenti ous remarks, which were often wide of the mark. 1In 1992, Caneroon had
| aunched a broad reformwith a view to inproving the lives of prisoners

t hroughout the country. Under Organic Decree No. 92/052 of 27 March 1992,
prisoners were granted the right to a bal anced, adequate daily food ration
made up of |ocal products and conform ng to their religious requirenents.
Detention centres were equipped with infirmaries. |[In practice, however,
certain places mght run into problens of food or medical supplies, as a
result of climatic constraints and conditions. That should not be interpreted
as a deliberate intention on the part of the Governnent to practice

di scrimnation of any kind, in particular since supplies were worked out
purely according to the nunber of prisoners and not to the nature of their
sent ences.

13. M. EKOUMOUJ (Caneroon), replying to allegations that nmenbers of the
tribe of the President of the Republic, M. Biya, occupied key CGovernnent
positions, stated that only one mnister fitted the description. The
Secretary-General of the President's Ofice was of Peulh origin, and the
Def ence M ni ster of Sudanese origin. Those exanples showed that such

all egations were sinply neant to tarnish the country's i mage.
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14. Wth regard to the Rmandans accused of genoci de, whose extradition had
been requested by Bel gium Rwanda and the International Crimnal Court, the
Camer ooni an Head of State had turned themover to the Court, in conformty
with international law. The Head of State had done so because there were no
judicial guarantees in Rwanda and because the death penalty was applied in
that country.

15. I mmigrants cane to Caneroon fromthe five continents and included

I ndi ans, Pakistanis, G eeks, Africans, Europeans and Anericans. For exanple

t he whol esal e i ndustry was in the hands of Asians and Lebanese. Despite the
border dispute between Nigeria and Canmeroon, Nigerians were able to conduct
busi ness undi sturbed. By contrast, the way Caneroonians were treated in

Ni geria was anot her story. Foreigners holding valid residence permts could
reside in Cameroon without difficulties, but many had no permts because of
the artificial borders inherited fromcolonial days. How was it possible to
di stingui sh between citizens fromdifferent countries who belonged to the sane
ethnic group or the sane famly?

16. Wth regard to the rel ationship between Mislins and the non-Mislim
Kirdis fromthe north of Canmeroon, a question raised by menmbers of the
Committee, no religion took precedence over any other in Caneroon. Mboreover,
the Kirdis, who were allegedly threatened, were represented at all |evels of
Gover nnment .

17. At the opening of the session, the Chairman of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, citing the Secretary-General, M. Kofi Annan, had stated that

humani tari an organi zati ons should substantiate any all egations they nmade. In
his view, international relations depended on nutual respect between States
and on the publication of plausible information. Humanitarian fiction was
best avoided. Since 1990, the United States Departnment of State, the

I nternational Federation of Human Ri ghts and Amesty International had been
repeating their allegations, with no solid foundation. The Government of
Camer oon wonder ed whet her hunmanitarian organi zati ons ever cared about the

wi dows and orphans and all those killed by the so-called dissidents, who were
in fact no nore than conmon crim nals.

18. It was, noreover, sometinmes extrenely difficult to acquire refugee
status. Thus nationals fromthe Republic of the Congo currently in Caneroon
were still waiting to be recognized as political refugees by the

United Nations Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

19. I ndi genous | anguages were pronoted by the nedia, in particular the
public radio and tel evision services. French and English, however, remained
the official |anguages as well as the principal nmeans of communi cation. Al
Camer ooni ans who conpl eted prinmary school knew one of those |anguages, and
usually tried to speak both.

20. Lastly, a question had been raised with regard to deforestation and its
i npact on the Pygmies. Caneroon had a | aw governing forestry, and the

M nistry of the Environnent was working with the Wrld WIdlife Fund and the
Institut international des bois tropicaux of Mntpellier in an effort to
ensure the protection of that national heritage and to rationalize its use.
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21. M. YOUMSI (Caneroon), Director of Legislation at the Mnistry of
Justice, said in conclusion that his del egation had greatly appreciated its
stinmulating dialogue with the Coomittee. The nenbers' observations and
qguestions bore witness to the interest taken in matters covered by the report.

22. In particular, the Conmttee had convinced his del egation of the need to
i ncorporate in the Penal Code the offences specified in the Convention in
order to give its provisions full legal effect. He pronmised to bring the

matter to the attention of the appropriate governnment authorities.

23. Menbers of the Committee had taken note of the Caneroon Governnent's
efforts to inprove the situation of certain ethnic groups and to encourage
themto participate actively in the life of the nation, while at the sanme tinme
preserving their own identity. The Governnent was aware that differences

bet ween groups in terns of education and living standards could give rise to
feelings of superiority conplexes in some groups and inferiority in others,
whi ch could eventually lead to discrimnation. In order to resolve that
problem it had adopted a policy which sought to achieve a balance and to
elimnate differences wherever they occurred, so as to pronote the devel opnent
of a truly “Canmeroonian identity” that benefited fully fromthe nation's
ethnic diversity. The fact renmined, however, that the Camerooni an
authorities were limted by budgetary constraints in inplenmenting their human
rights protection progranme in general and that designed nore specifically to
conbat all forms of discrimnation. The strategic help proposed by the
Conmittee with a view to overconing those difficulties had been greatly
appreci at ed.

24. Lastly, his delegation noted that the Committee had requested further
i nformati on on a nunber of points, and especially on everything relating to
the activities of the National Committee on Human Ri ghts and Freedons. It
woul d nake sure that the request was duly taken into account in the next
report.

25. M. DE GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur), summing up the debate, welconed the
presentation of the fourteenth periodic report of Cameroon, incorporating the
| ast five overdue reports, and noted that the docunent had been prepared in
conformty with the Comrittee's guidelines. He also welcomed the presence of
a particularly cooperative del egation, whose excellent oral explanations had
hel ped towards a better understanding of the country's specific features.

26. The Conmittee had taken a very positive view of the information provided
in the report on the conposition of the popul ation, socio-econom c and
cultural indicators, the legal and institutional framework for the protection
of human rights, and the role of the National Commttee on Human Ri ghts and
Freedons.

27. On the other hand, it had felt that the information provided concerning
the inmplementation of articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Convention was stil
i nadequat e.

28. Wth reference, in particular, to the subject of ethnic mnorities, the
Conmittee had expressed the wish that in its next report the State party
shoul d furnish updated informati on concerning the preservation of the rights
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of indigenous popul ati ons, especially Pygm es and nomadi ¢ and ot her
mnorities, as well as the situation of the 4 mllion foreigners living in
Camer oon.

29. Havi ng consi dered the question of whether the Camerooni an Penal Code
covered all acts of racial discrimnation referred to in article 4 of the
Convention, the Comrittee took note with satisfaction of the delegation's
statenment to the effect that it would advise the authorities of the need to
review the country's penal laws with a view to supplenenting themin that
regard.

30. It was al so desirable that the Caneroonian Government should, inits
next report, furnish judicial data and statistics concerning conplaints,
prosecutions, convictions and deci sions on conpensation arising fromacts of
racial or ethnic discrimnnation.

31. The Committee would also like to receive information concerni ng neasures
taken to pronote training in human rights for | aw enforcement officers, to
encourage the activities of NGOs and associ ations conbating racism and to
ensure the dissem nation anong the public of the provisions of the Convention
the periodic reports of the Governnent and the conclusions of the Commttee.
Lastly, the Camerooni an Governnent should indicate whether it envi saged
accepting the amendnment to paragraph 6 of article 8 of the Convention and
maki ng the optional declaration referred to in article 14.

32. The CHAI RMAN announced that the Conmittee had concl uded the
consi deration of the tenth to fourteenth periodic reports of Caneroon.

33. The Canerooni an del egation wi thdrew.

The neeting was suspended at 11.10 a.m and resuned at 11.30 a. m

Second to seventh periodic reports of Canbodia (CERD/ ¢/ 292/ Add. 2) (conti nued)

34. At the invitation of the Chairnman, M. Svon (Canbodia) took a place at
the Commttee table.

35. M. van BOVEN said that the report subnitted by the State party

(CERD/ C/ 292/ Add. 2), with a delay that was excusable in view of the
difficulties the country was continuing to experience, was both well prepared
and well presented. The Country Rapporteur, M. Yutzis, had anal ysed the
report closely at the preceding neeting and he endorsed those coments.

36. Everyone was aware that Canbodia had |ived through a real nightmare in
the 1970s and that, for a variety of reasons, the United Nations and the
i nternational comunity had unfortunately renained i npassive in the face of

the atrocities conmtted. It had to be recognized that those responsible for
t he genoci de in Canbodia were still unpunished.
37. As M. Hammarberg, the Special Representative of the Secretary-Cenera

for Human Rights in Canbodia, pointed out in his report (E CN. 4/1998/95,
paras. 72 and 76), “No Khner Rouge | eader has been arrested or prosecuted by
t he Canbodi an authorities. None of them has ever admtted guilt or even
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apol ogi zed to the Canbodi an people for his or her actions” ... *“The |ack of
prosecution by the Governnment of past instances of serious human rights
violations creates a climate of inpunity and sends a negative signal to
everyone in the society”.

38. That havi ng been said, the resunption of dialogue with the State party
was to be wel coned. The report under consideration, prepared with the
assistance of the United Nations Centre for Human Rights, while on the whole
sati sfactory was inconplete in a nunber of respects, while some of the
assertions it contained invited scepticism Thus it was stated in

paragraphs 5 and 69 that there had never been any discrimnation in Canbodi an
society and that no racial discrimnation had ever nanifested itself, which
expl ai ned why there had never been any prosecutions on such grounds. |If that
were so, Canbodia would surely be an exception worl dwi de.

39. Fortunately, it was also stated in paragraph 18 that a Comr ssion on
Human Ri ghts and Recei pt of Conplaints had been set up under the Nationa
Assenbly. Recent information about the activities of that body would be very
wel come.

40. Anot her question on which he would Iike to know nore was that of ethnic
mnorities. At the preceding session Ms. Zou had raised the question of
respect for the fundanental rights of the | ong-established Chinese mnority in
Canmbodi a. What was the situation with regard to the Vietnanese mnority,

whi ch, according to paragraph 29 of the report, also represented a very |arge
group? Were ethnic Chinese and Vi etnanese regarded as fully fledged citizens?

41. The report said nothing about the situation of mnorities living in the
hi ghl ands. Was that sinply an oversight? Yet the aforenmentioned report of
the Speci al Representative of the Secretary-General for Human Rights in
Cambodia indicated in its paragraphs 147 and 149 that the highland peopl es,
living nostly in the north-eastern provinces of the country, made up about
one per cent of Canbodia's population, that the identity of those comrunities,
their culture and their traditional way of |life were seriously threatened,
and that the Governnent disregarded their presence and citizenship

M . Hammarberg's concl usions on that score coincided with those fornul ated by
the Comrmittee the previous year in its General Reconmendati on No. 23, which

t he Canbodi an Gover nnent would do well to consult.

42. The CHAIRMAN, rectifying a slight mstake nmade by the previous speaker
said that the Centre for Human Ri ghts had hel ped Canbodia not to prepare its
report but to establish the human rights dissenmi nation and educati on progranme
for Canbodi an officials.

43. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ wel coned the presence of a representative of the
Royal Cambodi an Governnent, bearing in mind the extrenely difficult
circunstances prevailing in that country, which seriously hanpered respect for
human rights in general and the inplenmentation of the Convention in
particular. To renmedy that situation, the Royal Governnment had had to seek

t he assistance of the Centre in establishing a human rights di ssem nation and
education programe for Canbodi an officials (CERD C/ 292/ Add. 2, para. 4).
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44, The exi stence of 17 tribes in Canmbodia neant that the inplementation of
the Convention in that country had to be strictly nmonitored. In that

connection the provisions ained at ensuring the equality of all before the | aw
and respect for the human rights enshrined in the Constitution were positive
measures which the Conmittee should note with satisfaction. At the practica

| evel, he wished to know what results the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and
Recei pt of Conplaints and the national and international NGOs referred to in
par agraph 18 of the report had managed to achieve and in what way they had
contributed to a nore conprehensive inplenentation of the Convention

45. Par agraph 27 of the report, while stating that international covenants
and conventions took precedence over Canbodia' s domestic |egislation, appeared
to suggest at the end that the adm nistrative authorities referred to those

i nternational covenants only in the absence of national I|egislation
Clarification on that point by the Canbodi an representative would be wel cone.

46. The Conmittee would be interested to know whet her the Constitutiona
Council, referred to in paragraph 47, had had an opportunity to determ ne the
unconstitutionality of any existing |egislation which nmght pronote racia

di scrimnation against ethnic mnorities. It would also be useful to have
nore information about the measures taken by the Governnent to prevent racia
di scrimnation, given the statenent in paragraph 53 that racial discrimnation
did not exist in Canbodia. Wth regard to the inplementation of article 4 of
the Convention, he noted that article 61 of the Transitional Crimnal Act
(para. 70 and subsequent), which focused principally on incitement to
national, racial and religious hatred by the nedia, only corresponded to part
of the scope of article 4 of the Convention. Mre information appeared to be
necessary in that respect.

47. Wth regard to the protection of freedom of expression, paragraph 71

whi ch stated that the Journalists' Association was required to draw up its own
code of conduct with a view to prohibiting any publication inciting racia

di scrimnation, gave the inpression the Government had delegated its own
responsibilities to the journalists. |[If the Journalists' Association did not
prohibit the spread of racist ideas, that aspect of the Convention m ght not
be respected.

48. It would al so be useful for the Committee to know what steps the
Government was taking to stop the activities of the Khmer Rouge, which
continued to spread racial hatred (paras. 75 to 77), and to punish the
cul prits.

49. It had been disturbing to read in paragraph 146 of the report that right
of access to and use of public places and services should be exercised in
accordance with |law and custom and should not infringe upon the rights of
others. Was there not a risk that respecting traditions and custonms mni ght

all ow the energence or latent practice of racial discrimnation? The
Government m ght provi de sone explanation in that connection

50. It would be useful for the Conmttee to know what progress had been nade
in the consideration of a nunber of bills relating to the inplenentation of
the Convention and the date envisaged for their adoption. It would also be
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useful to know the content of the proposed |laws, particularly the Nationality
Act (para. 96), the | aw on succession (para. 105), the |law on freedom of

t hought, conscience and belief (para. 107), the |aw governing the
establ i shnent of associations (para. 117), the law on the right to form and
join trade unions (para. 124) and the |law on the establishment of trade unions
(para. 126).

51. M. AGHA SHAHI subscribed to M. Yutzis's analysis of Canbodia' s report
and endorsed many of the comments made by M. van Boven, particularly those
relating to the climate of inmpunity, fromwhich all those who had comitted
serious crinmes in Canbodi a continued to benefit. Since the Canbodi an
Government had sought the assistance of the United Nations in bringing those
responsi bl e before the courts and that the matter of their trial had been
raised within the G 7, he asked the representative of Canbodia to informthe
Conmittee of the neasures which the Government intended to take to punish the
perpetrators. \What prospects were there in that connection?

52. M. SUON (Cambodia), Adviser to the Prime Mnister, replying to the
guestions raised by Ms. Zou and M. van Boven, said that the Canbodi an
Governnment facilitated the stay of foreigners wishing to work in Canbodi a by
granting them a residence pernmt to cover the planned duration of their work.
A foreign woman married to a Canbodi an coul d obtai n Canbodi an nationality and
any children fromthe marri age acquired Canbodi an nationality by virtue of
jus solis. At the age of 18 those children could opt for Cambodi an
nationality on a definitive basis. There was no discrimnation against the
children of a marriage between a Canbodian citizen and a foreigner

53. Wth regard to the attitude of the Canbodi ans towards foreigners, there
was unlikely to be any xenophobia in respect of the Chinese or Vietnanese who
had Iived in Canbodia for a long time, since Canbodia applied the jus solis,
whi ch gave Canbodi an nationality to their descendants. An inmgration | aw was
in preparation.

54. He had taken careful note of the constructive comrents of M. Yutzis on
t he Canbodi an report and had noted that they were intended to help the
Canbodi an Government inprove the situation in the country, which required the
restoration of peace. Those conmments woul d be passed on to the Canbodi an
Governnment, which woul d study them cl osely.

55. Replying to a question by M. de Gouttes on the proposed Constitutiona

Council, he said that the Canbodi an Governnment was endeavouring to establish

that body with the constructive advice of the French Constitutional Council

A penal code was being prepared which should provide solutions to nost of the
probl ens rai sed

56. The CHAI RMAN t hanked the representative of the Royal Covernnent of
Canmbodia for his replies to sone of the questions raised by Comrttee nenbers.
The Committee would certainly take into account the difficulties with which
Canbodi a had to contend and should note with satisfaction the undertaking by
the representative of Canbodia to ensure that the comrents of the Menbers of
the Committee were duly taken into account by the Governnment and reflected in
Canmbodi a' s next periodic report.
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57. M. YUTZIS (Country Rapporteur) thanked the Canbodi an Governnent for its
effort in submtting its report to the Comrittee, thereby denonstrating its

wi | lingness to dialogue with the body responsible for ensuring the

i mpl enentati on of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Racial Discrimnation

58. The Conmittee should take note that Canbodia was beset by both politica
and cultural problens. |In order to solve them it was absolutely essentia

for it to establish the political stability needed to strengthen the System of
governnment and put an end to the state of turbulence and civil war that
prevailed there. Once it had done that, it would be in a position to dispense
justice and to try the crimnals in accordance with the | aw.

59. In that respect, the transitional |egislation should be replaced by
permanent rules if the stability of the nation was to be ensured and
conditions favourable to the inplenentation of the Convention guaranteed. It

woul d al so be necessary to clarify sonme points relating to articles 2 and 4 of
t he Convention, in particular to anmend the 1993 Constitution, which granted
rights and freedons only to Khner citizens, and the Nationality Act. The 1996
Act, which provided that nationality applied exclusively to persons born of a
Canbodi an father and/or nother, took no account of the fact that it was often
difficult for those concerned to prove that they fulfilled the necessary

requi renents and aggravated the position of sone persons, such as the

Vi et nanese, who, unable to obtain either Canbodi an or Vi etnanmese citizenship,

became stateless. In that connection it would be useful for Canbodia to
ratify the international instruments relating to statel ess persons and
refugees. It would also be useful for it to grant legal status to

the 17 tribes living inits territory, as they were particularly vul nerable
groups deprived of |egal protection

60. The Committee attached the greatest inportance to racial discrimnation
agai nst the Vietnanese in Canbodia; it was an expl osive probl em whi ch cane
directly within its remt.

61. The cul tural aspects of racial discrimnation in Canbodia were linked to
ancestral conflicts, which manifested thenselves in such disturbing synptons
as the affirmation of the racial purity of the Khners as opposed to the
Vietnanese. |In that regard the Cormittee had the authority to provide the
Cambodi an Governnment with advisory services which might help it overcone that
seri ous problem

62. The CHAI RMAN agai n thanked the Governnent of the Kingdom of Canbodia and
said that the Conmittee had thus concluded its consideration of the second to
seventh periodic reports of Canbodi a.

M. Suon (Canbodia) w thdrew.
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Draft concluding observations* on the fourteenth periodic report of the
Russi an Federation (document distributed at the nmeeting, English only:
CERD/ C/ 52/ M sc. 27, future CERD/ ¢/ 304/ Add. 43)

63. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ (Country Rapporteur) said that the Commttee
needed to decide whether it would continue to present the concluding
observations addressed to States parties in the old form which was in severa
parts - A, B, C, Dand E - or would use the sinplified version proposed at the
ei ghth neeting of the chairpersons of the bodies established under

i nternational human rights instruments (treaty bodies). As a convenience and
in order to make the Conmittee's decision easier, he was submtting the draft
concl udi ng observations on the Russian Federation in both forns, the

two versions (A and B) appearing jointly under the synbol CERD/ C/ 52/ M sc. 27.

64. The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee was not bound by the decision of
the chairpersons of the treaty bodies. It was free to decide for itself how
it wished to present its concluding observations to States parties.

65. M. BANTON recalled that, at the Cormittee's previ ous session

M. Aboul - Nasr had hinsel f suggested changi ng the presentati on of the
concl udi ng observations, as other conmttees had done. |In support of that
poi nt of view, he had drafted a proposal (CERD/ C/52/M sc.24, English only)
which followed the trend observed at the nmeeting of the chairpersons of treaty
bodi es. Their aimhad been to assist the work of the States parties by
targeting the concludi ng observations nore precisely. Since it was not easy
to give up a well-tried procedure, if the Cormittee did decide to nake a
change, several variations mght be tried before a new version becane

est abl i shed.

66. M. van BOVEN thought it was first necessary to have a clear idea of the
actual purpose of concludi ng observations: they were the end results of the
Committee's work, and al though they served to facilitate the dialogue with
States parties and to informthe CGeneral Assenbly, it should not be forgotten
that they were also a neans of nonitoring the situation in a country and that
they reflected the changes which occurred in that situation between one report
and the next. The Committee had al ready reduced the size of its reports and
he was di sturbed by the expressed desire to econom ze and rationalize stil
further. The current formwas useful to the reader as it stood and it should
be changed only after careful reflection

67. M. NOBEL was in favour of flexibility, if only because the Commttee
m ght need to express itself at length and in detail on certain points and in
certain cases, but mght have only brief comrents to nake in other cases.
Ei t her option A proposed by M. Val encia Rodriguez, or option B, or any

combi nation of the two would be appropriate.

68. The CHAI RMAN, speaking as a menber of the Committee, drew attention to
the terms of article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention, by which the Commttee
shoul d be gui ded.

* |n tw versions, Draft A and Draft B.
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69. M. SHERI FIS said that it was of course necessary to econom ze and
rationalize, but not at the expense of expressing the Conmittee' s position
He pointed out that any decision taken by the Conmittee would have to be
applied to all States parties, even if there was sone degree of flexibility,
so that any changes should be di scussed at sone length. The Committee m ght
envi sage devoting the necessary tine to it at its next session, on the
under st andi ng that the decisions taken then would apply only in 1999.

70. M. GARVALOV said that, given the shortage of tinme and the inportance of
t he decision, the Committee should be content for the tine being to keep the
exi sting pattern for its concluding observations, which had al ways enabled it
to express its views clearly, including on specific aspects of its activities,
such as those that cane under item6 of its agenda. He wondered, noreover,
why the chairpersons of the treaty bodies wanted to make things easier for the
States parties. The treaty bodies should take care that by adopting such an
approach, they did not in fact refrain fromcriticizing the States whose
reports they considered. Nothing should be allowed to detract fromany treaty
body's mandate. |In that connection, it would be interesting to | ook at the
nost recent report of the chairpersons of the treaty bodies, since, although
each was entitled to represent his own Commttee, none of themcould claimto
represent themall.

71. M. DIACONU said that whatever solution was adopted for the presentation
of the concl udi ng observations, it should in no event inpair the substance of
t he suggestions and recommendati ons addressed by the Committee to the States
parties or to the mandate conferred upon it by the Convention. Nevertheless,
it had to be adnmitted that the Commttee's observations tended to be too |ong;
that was | argely due he thought to the Conmttee's effort to maintain a
parall el and a bal ance between the part devoted to the principal subjects of
concern and the part reserved for suggestions and recommendations. |[|f those
two sections, D and E, were conbi ned, the substance of the Commttee's nessage
to the State party concerned would not suffer in any way. The Committee m ght
opt for a transitional solution, but in the end it would be forced to foll ow
the course he proposed, if only to save tine.

72. The CHAIRMAN said that the Human Rights Committee had al ready opted for
that sol ution

73. M. YUTZIS pointed out that, contrary to what sone of his coll eagues
inmplied, the current structure of the concluding observations was not properly
speaking traditional. It had been deliberately designed to be brief, sinple,
systenmatic and precise. The aim had been to inprove the dialogue with the
States parties by expressing the opinion of the Commttee as a whole on
certain fundanmental points. |If States parties wanted to acquai nt thensel ves
with the details of the debates, they could consult the sunmary records.

74. He requested therefore that the decision on the future formof the

concl udi ng observati ons should be postponed to the next session, and he warned
agai nst the danger of confusing sinple and sinplistic and cutting down with
cutting out, a risk that arose whenever too great an enphasis was placed on
brevity. He did not think that conbining parts D and E was a good sol ution
The tinme the Cormittee spent preparing the two sections was an i nvestnment
rather than a waste.



CERD/ C/ SR. 1267
page 13

75. M. SHAHI requested that the recommendati ons of the chairpersons of the
treaty bodi es be exanmi ned nore cl osely before any decision was taken, since he
did not feel it was urgent to alter the concluding observations' existing
structure. The Conmittee already provided far less informati on than before in
its reports, which now contained only its conclusions and recomendati ons.

The nore the Cormittee's recomendati ons and its dialogue with the States
parties were targeted, the nore they tended to concentrate on specific, not to
say technical, issues; in trying to be too concise, one ran the risk of
becom ng too sibylline and di scouraging the reader. Conparing variants A

and B of the concluding observations on the Russian Federation submtted by
M. Val encia Rodriguez, he noted that the sinplified version was indeed nuch
shorter than the original. 1In the latter, however, the part on factors and
difficulties inpeding the inplenentation of the Convention was limted to a
few lines and the part on positive aspects to a few paragraphs, which seened
to himalready to conply with the reconmendati ons of the chairpersons of the
treaty bodies. He was not convinced, therefore, that the current form needed
to be altered, although he did not rule out the possibility.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




