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.  GENERAL REMARKS

1. When ratifying the International Convention on the Elim nation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation, Austria has adopted a special Constitution Act
in order to ensure the inplenentation of the Convention in Austrian law. This
Federal Constitution Act of 3 July 1973, inplenenting the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, provides
that any kind of discrimnation on racial grounds is prohibited. “Legislation
and admi ni stration nust both refrain from maki ng distinctions on the sole
basis of race, skin, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin.”

2. This special Constitution Act against racial discrimnation thus
prohibits

(a) The Parlianment from passing laws with racially discrimnatory
contents;

(b) The Adm nistration fromexercising racial discrimnation on a
general or individual basis, and offers everyone the opportunity to challenge
| aws, orders or specific adm nistrative decisions before the Constitutiona
Court by claimng that they contain racially discrimnatory |anguage.

3. In a judgenent of 2 July 1994, the Constitutional Court interpreted
these provisions as follows: “The wording of this Constitution Act indicates
that it does not include all fornms of differential treatnment applicable to
nationals fromdifferent countries or to persons of different nationa
origins. It only prohibits the |awrmakers from passing different rules for
nationals fromdifferent countries w thout substantive justification; the
constitutional |aw quoted above is therefore only infringed by those rules
whi ch put nationals fromcertain countries at a di sadvantage on grounds t hat
are not substantively justified but rather - unlike the provisions of the
Aliens' Act in issue here - discrimnate against a nationally distinguishable
group of aliens solely on the basis of their national origin.” In this
judgenent, the Court found it admi ssible to issue regulations on visa

requi rements in connection with the entry of nationals fromcountries not

bel ongi ng to the European Econonic Area.

4. In a judgenent of 29 June 1995, the Constitutional Court gave the
above-nmenti oned Constitution Act an even wi der neaning. The Court not only
held the view that it is forbidden under the law to issue different rules

that are not substantively justified to apply to nationals fromdifferent
countries, but also found that this Constitution Act contai ned a general ban
on substantively unjustifiable distinctions by | awrakers and admi nistrative
authorities. The law therefore required that aliens be given equal treatnent;
differential treatnent of aliens was only adnmi ssible if and when there was a
reasonabl e justification and the treatnent was not disproportionate. The
Court thus held that the rule of equal treatnment al so applied to relationships
among aliens. The Constitutional Court has since followed this case-Iaw,

whi ch neans that it has further extended the conclusions to be derived from
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the principle of equality with regard to Austrian citizens in such a way that
they are also applicable to aliens. This can be seen, for instance, fromthe
judgenent of 30 Novenber 1995, in which the Court stated as foll ows:

“In its constant case-law, the Constitutional Court has taken the
position, in its review of adm nistrative decisions under the aspect of
the right to equal treatnent only being granted to Austrian nationals,
that this constitutionally guaranteed right has been viol ated,

inter alia, if the reasons for the decision given by the authority is
conpletely unjustified. This nust in the Court's view apply even nore
so to those cases where an administrative authority altogether refrains
fromproviding a reason for its decision. Such a m stake nust thus al so
be taken into consideration if the decision affects an alien because, as
has al so been previously ruled by the Constitutional Court, the Federa
Constitution Act inplenenting the International Convention on the

Eli mination of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimination generally prohibits
both | awmakers and administrative authorities from nmaki ng substantively
unjustifiable distinctions anong aliens and thereby stipulates that al
aliens nust be given equal treatnent. Decisions refusing an alien equa
treatment may only be adm ssible if and when there is a reasonabl e
justification and the degree of inequality is not disproportionate.
This equal treatnent rule granted to aliens as a subjective right under
the said Constitution Act is violated by a substantively unfounded
decision in the sanme manner as the principle of equality granted
exclusively to Austrian nationals under the above case-law.”

The Constitutional Court therefore quashed the adnministrative decision
chal l enged in the case in issue.

5. Wth this judgenent, the Constitutional Court has adopted an approach
which significantly contributes to the equal treatnent of aliens and hence to
the fight against racial discrimnation

6. The fight against raci smand xenophobia and the protection of mnorities
are prine objectives of Austrian policy-making. Austria has advocated, in
numer ous i nternational organizations including the Council of Europe, the
United Nations and the European Union, to adopt all appropriate measures which
may help to conbat raci sm

7. The Republic of Austria is still prepared to grant political asylumto
persons suffering frompolitical persecution. As regards other foreigners,
the focus of Austrian policy is on giving priority to the integration of
aliens already in the country over accepting new arrivals.

8. Wth the Aliens Act of 1997, special regul ations designed to pronote
integration were adopted. The aimof the Austrian integration assistance
policy is to ensure the participation of foreigners in Austrian economnic
cultural and social life and to provide equal opportunities with Austrian
citizens in these areas. |Intended neasures to strengthen integration include
| anguage courses, courses for training and further education, |ectures on
Austrian culture and history, programes organized jointly with Austrian
nationals to pronote nutual understanding, and the dissemni nation of

i nformati on on the housing nmarket.
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9. The inplenentation of the integration assistance policy will preferably
be ensured by private, humanitarian and religi ous organi zati ons and by welfare
and comunity institutions. The requisite services will be laid down in a
private | aw contract which will also settle the question of reinbursement.

10. To assist the Federal Mnister of the Interior, who has responsibility
for integration assistance matters, an Advisory Committee on Integration was
establ i shed whose task is to make recommendati ons on concrete integration

i ssues including the inplenentation and funding of integration assistance
measures. Menbers of the Comrittee are the social partners and humanitarian
and religious institutions.

I1. SPECIFI C PROVI SI ONS OF THE CONVENTI ON
Article 2

11. Apart fromthe previously mentioned Federal Constitution Act, which
prohibits racial discrimnation, the obligations arising fromarticle 2 of the
Convention are fulfilled by crimnal |aw regul ations. Special nmention should
be made of section 283 of the Penal Code, which serves that purpose and which
reads as foll ows:

“Anyone who, in a manner apt to jeopardi ze the public order, encourages
or incites hostile actions against a Church or religious denomn nation or
a group characterized by its affiliation with such a Church or religious
denom nation, race, nation, ethnic group or State shall be punished with
i mpri sonment of up to two years.

“Puni shment will simlarly be inposed on anyone who publicly stirs up
hatred agai nst one of the groups designated in paragraph 1 or in a
manner violating their human dignity tries to slander themor hold them
in contempt.”

12. In passing this law it was the legislators' explicit intention to conply
with the obligations under the Convention. This is particularly inportant
since there is unaninmty that the above provision of the Penal Code, to the
extent that it relates to racial discrinmnation, nust be interpreted within

t he neani ng of the Convention

13. In this context, the Constitutional Act Prohibiting the Nationa
Soci al i st German Workers' Party (NSDAP) is al so relevant because its ideol ogy
was al so characterized by racismand anti-Semitism Under this lawit is
forbi dden for anyone to engage in any kind of activity on behalf of the NSDAP
or its goals. The resunption of such activities constitutes a punishable

of fence. Furthernore, anyone shall be subject to punishment who, in print,
broadcast or any other type of media, or otherwise in a manner apt to make it
accessible in public to a | arge nunber of persons, denies or grossly plays
down or approves of or attenpts to justify the National Socialist genocide or
ot her National Socialist crines against humanity.

14. In Austria, there are six ethnic groups, namely Croats, Slovenes,
Hungari ans, Czechs, Slowaks and Roma. The |legal status of the ethnic groups
in Austria is regulated by the Ethnic Group Act of 1976. The Act defines an
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et hnic group as one which conprises those groups of Austrian citizens with
non- Ger man not her tongue and an autononous heritage who have their residence
and honme in a part of the Austrian federal territory. Everyone is free to
declare their affiliation with an ethnic group. The |aw expressly states that
no one belonging to an ethnic group nust be put at a disadvantage as a result
of the assertion or non-assertion of their rights as nenbers of that ethnic
group. Moreover, nobody can be forced to provide evidence of his or her
affiliation with an ethnic group

15. Particul ar inmportance nust be accorded to the provisions of section V
entitled “Protection of mnorities” of the Third Part of the State Treaty of
St. Germain of 10 Septenber 1919, which still forns part of the Austrian

Federal Constitution. These provisions read as follows:
“Article 62
Austria undertakes that the stipulations contained in this Section shal
be recogni sed as fundanental |aws, and that no | aw, regulation or
official action shall conflict or interfere with these stipul ations,
nor shall any law, regulation or official action prevail over them

“Article 63 (1)

Austria undertakes to assure full and conplete protection of life and
liberty to all inhabitants of Austria w thout distinction of birth,
nationality, race or religion

“(2)

Al'l inhabitants of Austria shall be entitled to the free exercise,
whet her public or private, of any creed, religion or belief whose
practices are not inconsistent with public order or public norals.

“Article 64

Austria admits and declares to be Austrian nationals ipso facto and
wi t hout the requirenent of any formality all persons possessing at
the date of the coming into force of the present Treaty rights of
citizenship (pertinenza) within the Austrian territory who are not
nati onal s of any other State.

“Article 65

Al'l persons born on Austrian territory who are not born nationals of
anot her State shall ipso facto becone Austrian nationals.

“Article 66 (1)

Al'l Austrian nationals shall be equal before the |aw and shall enjoy the
sanme civil and political rights without distinction as to race, |anguage
or religion.
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“(2)

Di fferences of religion, creed or confession shall not prejudice any
Austrian national in matters relating to the enjoynent of civil or
political rights, as for instance adm ssion to public enploynments,
functions and honours, or the exercise of professions and industries.

“(3)

No restriction shall be inposed on the free use by any Austrian nationa
of any language in private intercourse, in comerce, in religion, in the
press, or in publications of any kind, or at public neetings.

“(4)

Not wi t hst andi ng any establishnment by the Austrian Gover nnent

of an official |anguage, adequate facilities shall be given to

non- Ger man- speaki ng Austrian nationals for the use of their |anguage,
either orally or in witing, before the courts.

“Article 67

Austrian nationals who belong to racial, religious or linguistic
mnorities shall enjoy the same treatnment and security in law and in
fact as the other Austrian nationals. |In particular they shall have

an equal right to establish, manage and control at their own expense
charitable, religious and social institutions, schools and other
educational establishments, with the right to use their own | anguage and
to exercise their religion freely therein.

“Article 68 (1)

Austria will provide in the public educational systemin towns and
districts in which a considerable proportion of Austrian nationals of
ot her than German speech are resident adequate facilities for ensuring
that instructions in primary schools shall be given to the children of
such Austrian nationals through the medium of their own | anguage. This
provi sion shall not prevent the Austrian CGovernnment from making the
teachi ng of the German | anguage obligatory in the said schools.

“(2)

In towns and districts where there is a considerable proportion

of Austrian nationals belonging to racial, religious or linguistic
mnorities, these mnorities shall be assured an equitable share in the
enj oyment and application of the sums which may be provi ded out of
public funds under the State, nunicipal or other budgets for
educational, religious or charitable purposes.”
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16. Under article 7 of the Vienna State Treaty of 15 May 1955, the Sl ovene
and Croat minorities were granted special rights. The five paragraphs of
article 7 read as follows:

“1. Austrian nationals of the Slovene and Croat mnorities in
Carinthia, Burgenland and Styria shall enjoy the sane rights as
all other Austrian nationals, including the right to their own
organi zations, neetings and press in their own | anguage.

v 2. They are entitled to elenentary instruction in the Slovene or
Croat |anguage and to a proportional nunber of secondary schools;
for this purpose, school curricula shall be reviewed and a section
of the Inspectorate of Education shall be established for Slovene
and Croat school s.

“3. In the admnistrative and judicial districts of Carinthia,
Burgenl and and Styria with Sl ovene, Croat or nm xed popul ati ons,
the Sl ovene or Croat |anguages shall be accepted as official
| anguages in addition to German. In such districts topographica
term nol ogy and inscriptions shall be in the Slovene or Croat
| anguage as well as in Gernman

‘4. Austrian nationals of the Slovene and Croat mnorities in
Carinthia, Burgenland and Styria shall participate in the
cultural, adm nistrative and judicial systens in these territories
on equal ternms with other Austrian nationals.

“5. The activity of organizations whose aimis to deprive the Croat or
Sl ovene popul ation of their minority capacity or rights shall be
prohi bited.”
17. In the educational sector, special minority schooling | aws for

Burgenl and and Carinthia were adopted. Additionally, in both Lander regiona
laws are also in force. These laws stipulate that pupils in those schools

whi ch are provided for by law nust be granted the right to use the Sl ovene,
Croat or Hungarian | anguages or to learn themon a conpul sory basis if this is
desired by their parents. Students' participation in courses in one of the
above | anguages is subject to their explicit registration at school entry.
Generally, the law provides for two fornms of schooling, namely either in

el enentary and | ower-1|evel secondary schools (Vol ksschul en, Hauptschulen) with
exclusive teaching in Slovenian, Croatian or Hungarian, or in bilingua

primary schools with German as a | anguage of instruction along with the
mnority |anguage. In bilingual elenentary schools, all teaching on the
pre-school level and in grades 1 to 4 nust be conducted in German in
conjunction with a mnority |anguage.

18. There is no |ink whatsoever between a person's right to elementary
schooling and his or her affiliation with a mnority. Instead, the question
of an individual's affiliation with a mnority is solely determ ned on the
basis of commitnent. For soneone to assert minority rights, it is therefore
not necessary that they provide evidence of their affiliation to a mnority.
Any student wi shing to assert his or her right to receive schooling in a

m nority |anguage can do so without having to prove that he or she actually
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bel ongs to that mnority. Another consequence of this law, as the
Constitutional Court held in its judgenent of 1 Decenmber 1989, is that a

suf ficient nunmber of schools nmust be ensured in order for every school -age
menber of a minority to be able to use his or her right to receive elenmentary
schooling in the | anguage of that minority. Here it nmust also be noted that
the right to receive elenentary schooling in the mnority |anguage is
guaranteed by the Constitution and that any violation of this right can be

i nvoked before the Constitutional Court.

19. In addition to the elementary and | ower-1level secondary schools wth
teaching in the above nmnority | anguages, there is a separate upper-I|eve
secondary school (grammar school) each for the Croat and Sl ovene ethnic groups
in Burgenland and Carinthi a.

20. As regards the use of Slovenian or Croatian as official |anguages, the
Constitutional Court has ruled that anyone residing in the territories
designated in article 7 (3) of the Vienna State Treaty and wi shing to use the
m nority |anguage before the courts or admnistrative authorities can do so

wi t hout proof of his or her mnority affiliation. Such an interpretation, the
Court held, was in conformty with the fundamental principle of mnority
protection which states that it is not necessary in each case to prove one's
affiliation to a given mnority as this may occasionally lead to

di scrim nation.

21. Specific rules concerning the use of the Slovene and Croat | anguages
before judicial courts or admnistrative authorities are laid down in the
Ethnic G oup Act. We shall therefore not go into further detail regarding the
use of Slovenian and Croatian as official |anguages.

22. The Ethnic Group Act al so provides for the establishnment of ethnic group
advi sory councils. Under section 3 of the Act, the Federal CGovernment and the
Federal Mnisters shall be assisted in ethnic matters by so-called Ethnic
Group Advisory Councils to be installed at the Federal Chancellery. Their
task is to observe and represent the integral cultural, social and econom c
interests of the ethnic groups and they nust be heard prior to the adoption of
| egal rul es and general assistance policies affecting the interests of their
ethnic group. The Ethnic G oup Advisory Councils may al so submt proposals
for the inmprovenent of the situation of the ethnic groups and their nenbers.

23. The nmenbers of the Ethnic G oup Advisory Councils are appointed by the
Federal Government for a four-year term Menbership of an Ethnic G oup

Advi sory Council is only possible for persons who may be expected to support
the interests of the ethnic group and the ains of the Ethnic G oup Act, who
are eligible for election to the National Assenmbly, who are nmenbers of a
general representative body such as a local council or a regional parlianment,
and who are nenbers of a specific ethnic group or have been elected into a
general representative body on account of their affiliation to that ethnic
group. One half of the nenbers of each Ethnic G oup Advisory Council rmnust be
conposed of nenbers proposed by an association which under its statutes
represents the interests of the ethnic group and is a representative of the
ethnic group concerned. In addition to these two groups of nmenbers, other
persons sitting on the Ethnic G oup Advisory Councils are those persons who as
menbers of an ethnic group are proposed by a Church or religious community.
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Menmbers of the Ethnic Goup Advisory Councils with a nmere consultative
function include one representative fromeach of the political parties
represented in the National Assenbly. There are currently six Ethnic G oup
Advi sory Councils with 6 to 24 nenbers.

24. The nost inportant function of the Ethnic G oup Advisory Councils

in everyday practice is their participation in ethnic group assistance
activities. No later than on 1 May of every year, each Ethnic G oup Advisory
Council rnust submit to the Federal CGovernnment a plan on requested aid neasures
including a list of expected costs for the follow ng cal endar year. The
Councils nmust also, on the basis of this plan, nake proposals for the
utilization of funds earmarked under that plan. Funds avail able at present
amount to S 50 mllion.

25. Funding is mainly provided for the staging of cultural events which are
designed to strengthen the identity of the ethnic groups and for regul ar
activities within their associations. Eligible projects for financia

assi stance include the construction of cultural centres, the purchase of
books, the repair of neeting facilities, the support of theatrical conpanies,
and the publication of newsletters.

Article 3
26. Apartheid does not exist in Austria.
27. The system of apartheid has repeatedly been condemmed by Austri a.
Article 4
28. The obligations arising fromarticle 4 of the Convention are fulfilled
under Austrian |aw as foll ows.
29. Ref erence nust first be made to the above-nentioned provision of

section 283 of the Penal Code, which nmakes the conduct of rabble-rousing
propaganda agai nst a racial, national or ethnic group a punishabl e offence.
Li kewi se, the Federal Constitution Act inplenenting the Convention prohibits
any kind of racial discrimnation. Section 281 of the Penal Code makes the
act of incitement to disobey the |law a punishabl e offence. The rel evant
provi sion reads as follows:

“Anyone who in print, broadcast or any other nmanner which may be apt to
make it accessible to the public, engages in the incitenment of genera
di sobedi ence of a | aw shall be punished with inprisonnent of up to

one year.”

30. On the basis of these two provisions taken together, propaganda in the
sense of racial discrimnation is a punishable offence even if it is not rated
as rabble-rousing within the neaning of section 283 of the Penal Code.

31. Under the Constitutional Act Prohibiting the National Socialist Gernman
Wor kers' Party, anyone who founds an organi zati on whose purpose is to
under m ne the autonony and i ndependence of the Republic of Austria or to
disturb the public peace or the Austrian reconstruction process through the
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activities of its nmenbers in a National Socialist sense, or who plays a

| eading role in such an organization, shall be deened to have committed a
crimnal offence. Since racismwas and still is a key element of Nationa
Soci alist ideology, this law provides a |l egal basis to neet the obligations
under article 4 of the Convention

32. Under the | aw pertaining to societies and associations, the |atter nust
not take decisions that are in violation of the Penal Code. |If an association
does not conply with that rule or otherwise fails to neet the requirenents of
the law, it may be dissolved. This is the |legal foundation on which

associ ations launching into activities described in article 4 of the
Convention may be dissolved. On the sanme grounds, the foundi ng of an

associ ation may al so be forbidden as provided for by law if the purpose of

t hat association is unlawful

Article 5

33. The ban on racial discrimnation contained in the Federal Constitution
Act inplementing the Convention covers the entire range of public Iife and
institutions including judicial courts and adm nistrative authorities.
Therefore, the ban also covers all of the rights stated in article 5 of the
Convention. No difference is made between Austrian citizens and foreigners.
The fact that foreigners in sone regards are not on an equal footing with
Austrian nationals, including the fact that they are excluded from
parliamentary el ections or that they require a work permt to obtain a job, is
not justified by a distinction on the basis of race, colour or national or
ethnic origin and is covered by article 1 of the Convention

34. As a neans of safeguarding the right guaranteed under article 5 (f), a
special crimnal provision has been introduced. Under that provision, anyone
who publicly puts persons at a disadvantage solely on account of their race,
colour, national or ethnic origin, or religious belief shall conmt a

puni shabl e offence. It shall also be a punishable act for anyone who, for the
reasons stated above, prevents others fromentering places or using services

i ntended for public use. Wth the latter provision, an effective neans of

i mpl enenting article 5 (f) of the Convention was created

Article 6

35. Measures of racial discrimnation issued by a court or admnistrative
authority may be chal |l enged by | odging an appeal with a higher instance.

Since racial discrimnation is prohibited, racially discrimnatory acts
committed by a court or adm nistrative authority are substantively unl awf ul
The substantive unl awful ness of a given decision can be clained before a

hi gher court or adm nistrative authority. |In accordance with the rule of |aw,
t he conpetent administrative authority or court of appeal is responsible, in
the case of racial discrimnation, to create a situation in which racia
discrimnation is elimnated.

36. If an act of racial discrimnation is found to be a decision by a
supreme adm ni strative authority with no higher instance above it, an

appeal to the Constitutional Court is adm ssible. As the ban on racia
discrimnation is tantanount to the constitutional right of everyone not to be
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di scrim nated agai nst on racial grounds which is contained in the Federa
Constitution Act inplenmenting the Convention, an appeal to the Constitutiona
Court is admi ssible under article 144 of the Austrian Federal Constitution
because such an offence constitutes a violation of a constitutionally

guar anteed ri ght.

37. Any danage resulting froma racist act by an adm nistrative authority or
court may be challenged by a claimfor indemification against the State
(federal, regional or communal governnment). Such clainms are governed by the

pertinent provisions of the Cvil Code. |If a harnful racist act is comitted
by a private individual, clains for damages nay be asserted agai nst the
offender. In this context, section 1330 of the Civil Code should be noted

whi ch reads as foll ows:

“(1) Anyone who, as a result of defamation, has suffered a true danmage
or loss of profit is entitled to claimconpensation

“(2) This is also true if sonebody di ssenmi nates information which

j eopardi zes anot her person's credit, earnings or progress although he
or she knows or nust know that they are false. |In such a case, the
conpl ai nant may request that such information is revoked and the
revocation published. Wth regard to non-public statenents the untruth
of which is not known to the informant, no liability nust be borne by
the latter provided that he or the recipient of the informati on has a
justified interest in that information.”

38. It is an aimof educational syllabus policy in Austrian schools for
students to be taught an understandi ng of fundanental freedonms and human
rights which is appropriate for their age. These courses are mainly given

wi thin the scope of compul sory teaching in H story and Social issues. The aim
of such courses is to hel p students acquire independent judgenent and socia
know edge, to open up their mnds to other people's political and ideol ogica
ways of thinking, and to enable themto take part in the econonmic and cultura
life of Austria, Europe and the world at large and to participate in the

di scharge of the common tasks of mankind in a spirit of freedom and
peace- m ndedness.

39. The best way of pronoting synpathy, tolerance and friendship is to
encourage a spirit of understanding for other persons and their individuality.
St udent exchange programmes enabling students to attend schools abroad and to
live with the fam lies of students in other countries have becone as
successful an institution as the holiday canp concept that brings together
children and students fromdifferent nations. The sane goals can al so be
served by schol arships for foreigners in this country and for Austrian

nati onal s abr oad.

40. A speci al enphasis nust be placed on the fight against anti-Senmitism
The canpai gn agai nst anti-Senmtism which was |aunched in 1955, has been
particularly active for 40 years, with a programme of panel discussion

nmeeti ngs and teacher training seminars. For some years now, there has been an
annual award of an Ernst Bl och Medal to persons who have excelled in the fight
agai nst anti-Semtism In Innsbruck, a private association by the name of
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Gedenkdi enst (Menorial Service) was founded in 1992 which enables young
Austrian conscripts to discharge their one-year alternative service duty at
Hol ocaust nenorial sites abroad.

41. The Jewi sh museuns in Eisenstadt, Hohenens and Vi enna put on regular
exhibitions dealing with Jew sh issues. Every year, an internationa
scientific synposiumis organized in St. Polten by the Institute for the
Hi story of Jews in Austria.

42. In autum 1995, an organi zation by the nane of Arche-Plattformfur
Interkulturelle Projekte (Arch Platformfor Intercultural Projects) was
founded whose nmain focus is on the fight against anti-Semitism An activity
that was particularly successful was an exhibition entitled “Anne Frank - Eine
Geschichte fur Heute” (Anne Frank - A Story for Today) which was organized
jointly by the Anne Frank Miuseum i n Amsterdam and the Museum of History of the
City of Vienna and which was shown at the Vienna City Hall in October 1996.
The exhibition attracted a | arge audi ence, including many students, and wl|

al so be shown in other Austrian towns.

43. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Second Republic in
autum 1995, the National Assenbly passed a law instituting a National Fund
for Victims of National Socialism This neasure has been nmet with genera
approval. Both chanmbers of the Austrian parlianment (National and Federa
Assenbly) adopted a resolution in autum 1997, stipulating that 5 May - the
day of |iberation of the Mauthausen concentration canp - shall serve as a
menori al day agai nst violence and racismin conmenoration of the victinms of
Nati onal Socialism The | aw encourages Austrian schools and nmlitary and
civilian service institutions to celebrate the menorial day in an appropriate
manner. The first occasion to celebrate this nmenorial day will be in 1998,
and it is planned for both chanbers of parlianent to hold special sessions on
t hat day.

44, The Austrian Broadcasting Corporation (ORF) is showing a special weekly
TV programme entitled “Heimat, frende Heimat” (Hone, strange honme) which is
produced by the ORF' s Departnment for Mnority Issues and dedicated to the
fight against raci smand xenophobi a.

45, O her institutions include the SOS Mtnensch (SOS Nei ghbour) Platform
founded in January 1993 and the Vienna Intercultural Centre, which was
established sonme 10 years ago. The focus of these organizations is
exclusively on the fight against raci smand xenophobia. The Vienna
Intercultural Centre is a private association w thout political or religious
affiliations which serves as an information and counselling centre for
intercultural educational projects. It offers assistance in establishing

i nternational contacts between different cultures and, in particular, provides
training for educators in connection with the organi zati onal and tactica
aspects of international cooperation projects.

46. Speci al mention should al so be nmade of the Vienna |Imigration Fund
(Zuwander er - Fonds), an organi zati on whose task is to advise, assist and partly
accomopdat e persons wi shing to nove to Vienna. The Fund's main functions are
to offer immgrants counselling and information in their native | anguage and
to help them nmake use of the available facilities for integration in Austria.
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47. Simlar activities are also perforned by the Vienna Integration Fund
(Wener Integrationsfond), an organi zati on whose aimis to coordi nate al
initiatives, groups and associ ations pronpting the coexistence of the |oca
and i nm grant popul ati on groups. The Fund supervi ses the devel opnment of
concepts for the integration of foreigners and ensures that aliens are not put
at a di sadvantage when asserting their interests and exercising their rights
and obligations and that they are fully integrated in the denocratic
procedure. It is therefore one of the Fund's nost inportant tasks to detect
the existing |legal and structural inpedinments to integration and to work out
concepts on how to overcone themand to establish criteria for the devel opnent
of integration neasures.



