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. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER NMATTERS
A States parties to the Convention
1. As at 24 January 1997, the closing date of the fourteenth session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 189 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
CGeneral Assenbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. Alist of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nmade by States
parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced in
docurment CRC/ T 2/ Rev. 5.

B. oening and duration of the session

3. The Committee on the Rights of the Child held its fourteenth session at
the United Nations Ofice in Geneva from6 to 24 January 1997. The Conmittee
hel d 28 neetings (344th-371st). An account of the Commttee's deliberations
at its fourteenth session is contained in the rel evant sumrary records
(CRC/ O SR 344-365 and 371). At the opening of the session, the Assistant
Secretary-CGeneral for Human R ghts, M. Ibrahima Fall, addressed the
Commttee, and infornmed it of recent devel opnents relevant to the protection
and pronotion of the rights of the child.

C Menber shi p _and att endance

4, Al the nenbers of the Committee attended the fourteenth session. A
list of the menbers, together with an indication of the duration of their
terns of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

5. The followi ng United Nati ons bodi es were represented at the session:

United Nations Children's Fund, Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng speci alized agenci es were al so represented at the session:
I nternational Labour O ganization, International Mnetary Fund, United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Qultural O ganization, Wrld Health O ganization.

7. Representatives of the International Coommttee of the Red Gross and of
the Institut Henri Dunant al so attended the session.

8. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnental organizations were
also in attendance at the session:

Ceneral Consultative Status

International Abolitionist Federation, International Council of Wnen,
I nternational Mwvenent ATD Fourth World, Wrld Conference on Religion
and Peace, Zonta International.
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Special consultative status

Associ ation for the Advancement of Psychol ogi cal Understandi ng of Hunan
Nature, Caritas Internationalis, Coalition against Trafficking in Wnen,
Defence for Children International, Human R ghts Watch, International
Catholic Child Bureau, International Federation of Wnen in Legal
Careers, International Federation Terre des Homres, International
Service for Human R ghts, Wrld View International.

Roster
Wrld O ganization agai nst Torture.
G hers
Epoch Worl dwi de, International Inner Wieel, Network for the Convention

on the Rights of the Child, NGO Goup for the Convention on the R ghts
of the Child, One Wrld Producti ons.

D. Agenda
9. At its 344th neeting, on 6 January 1997, the Committee adopted the
foll owi ng provisional agenda.
1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. QO gani zational and other matters.
3. Subm ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Conventi on.

4. Consi deration of reports of States parties.
5. Revi ew of devel opnents relevant to the work of the Committee.
6. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodi es.

7. Met hods of work of the Committee.
8. Future neetings of the Commttee.
9. G her natters.

E. Pre-sessi onal _wor ki ng _group

10. In accordance with a decision of the Coomittee at its first session, a
pre-sessi onal working group nmet in Geneva from14 to 18 Cct ober 1996.

Ms. Hoda Badran, Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, Ms. Fora Eufem o, Ms. Judith Karp,
M. Yuri Kolosov and M ss Sandra Mason participated in the working group.
Representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of the

Uni ted Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International Labour

O gani zation, the United Nati ons Educati onal, Scientific and Cul tural
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O gani zation and the Wrld Health O gani zation al so participated in the
nmeetings of the working group. A representative of the NGO Goup for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from vari ous
national and international non-governmental organizations, attended the

sessi on.

11. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, prinarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the mai n questions
that woul d need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation.

12. The pre-sessional working group held nine neetings, at which it exam ned
lists of issues put before it by nenbers of the Conmmttee relating to the
initial reports of five countries: Bulgaria, CQuba, New Zeal and, Panana and
the Syrian Arab Republic. The lists of issues were transmtted to the

Per manent M ssions of the States concerned with a note requesting witten
answers to the issues raised in the list, if possible before 10 Decenber 1996.

F. O gani zati on _of work

13. The Comm ttee considered the organization of work at its 344th neeting,
on 6 January 1997. The Commttee had before it the draft programre of work
for the thirteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-CGeneral in consultation
with the Chairperson of the Commttee, and the report of the Conmttee on its
thirteenth session (CRC U 57).

G Future requl ar neetings

14, The Committee noted that its fifteenth session would take pl ace
from20 May to 6 June 1997 and its pre-sessional working group woul d neet from
27 to 31 January 1997.

Il. REPORTS BY STATES PARTIES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A Subm ssion of reports

15. The Commttee had before it the foll ow ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-CGeneral on initial reports by States
parties due in 1992 (CRC U 3), 1993 (CRC U 8/ Rev.3), 1994 (CRC U 11/ Rev. 3),
1995 (CRC/ T 28), 1996 (CRC C41), 1997 (CRC/ O 51) and 1998 (CRC U 61);

(b) Note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of subm ssion of reports (CRC T 60);

(c) Note by the Secretary-General on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRCO T 27/ Rev. 7);
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(d) Note by the Secretary-General on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advi sory services have been identified in the |ight of
the observati ons adopted by the Committee (CRC (U 40/ Rev. 5).

The Committee was informed that, in addition to the six reports that were
schedul ed for consideration by the Conmittee at its present session (see

para. 21 below) and those which had been received prior to the Commttee's
twel fth session (see CRC U 57, para. 16), the Secretary-CGeneral had received
the initial reports of Belize (CRC U 3/Add. 46), Benin (CRC U 3/ Add. 51), Chad
(CRC/ 3/ Add. 49), Quinea (CRC U 3/Add.48), Saint Kitts and Nevis
(CRC/ d 3/Add.50). The status of subm ssion of reports by States parties under
article 44 of the Convention is given in annex |11,

16. Alist of initial reports considered by the Coomittee, as

of 24 January 1997 as well as a provisional list of initial reports schedul ed
for consideration at the Conmttee's fifteenth and sixteenth sessions, are
contai ned respectively in annexes 1V and V to the present report.

17. As at 24 January 1997 the Commttee had received 100 initial reports. A
total of 68 reports have been exam ned by the Committ ee.

18. By a note verbal e dated 8 Novenber 1996, the Permanent M ssion of
Paraguay transmtted the additional information which had been requested in
the prelimnary observati ons (CRC U 15/ Add. 27) adopted by the Commttee at its
seventh session in connection with the initial report of Paraguay
(CRC C 3/ Add. 17).

19. By notes verbal es dated 22 Novenber 1996, the Pernanent M ssions of
Uruguay and Morocco to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva indicated the
various nmeasures adopted in those States parties as a followup to the
recomrendat i ons addressed to themduring the examnation of their initial
reports.

B. Consi deration of reports

20. At its fourteenth session, the Commttee exanmined initial reports
subnmitted by six States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It
devoted 19 of its 28 meetings to the consideration of reports (see
CRC/ T SR 345- 347, 349-351 and 353-365).

21. The following reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-CGeneral, were before the Conmittee at its fourteenth session:
Manmar (CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 9), Ethiopia (CRC U 8/ Add. 27), Panana (CRC/ C 8/ Add. 28),
Bul garia (CRC/ 8/ Add. 29), Syrian Arab Republic (CRC 28/ Add. 2) and

New Zeal and (CRC/ T 28/ Add. 3) .

22. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Conmittee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Commttee at which their reports were exani ned.

23. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Committee in its consideration of the reports,
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contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and
i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific follow up

24, More detailed information is contained in the reports submtted by the
States parties and in the summary records of the relevant meetings of the

Commi ttee.

Concl udi ng observations: Bulgaria

25. The Commttee considered the initial report of Bulgaria (CRC U 8/ Add. 29)
at its 345th to 347th meetings (CRC U SR 345-347), held on 7 and
8 January 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

26. The Comm ttee expresses its appreciation to the Governnment of Bulgaria
for engagi ng, through its delegation, in an open, constructive and fruitful
dialogue. 1t also wel conmes the subm ssion of detailed additional information
provided to the Committee in a witten form The Conmittee is encouraged by
the frank and cooperative tone of the discussion, in which the representatives
of the State party indicated not only the policy and progranmre directions, but
also the difficulties encountered in inplenenting the Convention in practice.

B. Positive aspects

27. The Committee notes with appreciation the inmportant efforts undertaken
by the Government in the field of law reform including the adoption of a new
Constitution (1991), the Social Welfare Act (1991), the National Education
Act (1992), the Law on Care Centres for Honel ess Children (1995), and the
amendnents to the Penal Code (1995) and to the recent Law for Conbating and
Preventing Juvenile Justice Delinquency (1996).

28. The Comm ttee wel comes the fact that according to the Constitution
international instrunents ratified by Bulgaria are part of the country’s
domestic | aw and enjoy superiority over norns of donestic |aw that contradict
t hem

29. The Conmttee wel cones the establishnent in 1995 of the Youth and
Children Commttee.

C Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

30. The Commttee recogni zes the difficulties faced by the State party in
the present period of transition to a narket-oriented econony which has had a
very serious inpact on the population, in particular on all vul nerabl e groups,
i ncluding children, and has led to increased rates of unenpl oynment and
poverty.

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997
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D. Principal subjects of concern

31. The Commttee is concerned that national |aws and regul ati ons are not
fully consistent with the principles and provisions of the Convention. The
Conmittee is also concerned that a law on the protection of the child has not
yet been finalized and adopt ed.

32. Wi | e wel comi ng the exi stence of governnent bodi es conpetent to dea
with the welfare of children at the national and |ocal |evels, the Committee
expresses its concern that there is insufficient coordination among themto
devel op a conprehensive approach to the inplementati on of the Conventi on.

33. The Commttee is concerned at the lack of an integrated strategy on
children as well as of a systenatic nmechanismto nonitor progress in all areas
covered by the Convention, and in relation to all groups of children in urban
and rural areas, especially those affected by the consequences of the econonic
transition. The Commttee is al so concerned about the need to strengthen the
State party’s capacity to collect and process data to eval uate progress

achi eved and to assess the inpact of policies adopted on children, in
particul ar the nost vul nerabl e groups of children.

34. Wi | e encouraged by the existence of national debate, the Conmttee is
worried at the lack of an independent body to nonitor observance of hunman
rights, particularly the rights of the child.

35. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of measures taken and the

i nsufficient capacity of existing bodies, including the Youth and Children
Conmittee, to ensure the inplenentation of children' s economc, social and
cultural rights to the maxi numextent of available resources. The Commttee
is particularly concerned at the insufficient policies, nmeasures and
programres for the protection of the rights of the nost vul nerabl e children,
especially children living in poverty, children born out of wedl ock, abandoned
children, disabled children, children who are victins of abuse, children

bel onging to mnority groups, especially Roma, and children who, in order to
survive, are living and/or working in the streets.

36. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child) and 12 (respect of the views of the child), are not
being fully applied and duly integrated into the inplenmentation of al
articles of the Convention. Particular concern is expressed at the

i nsufficiency of neasures to prevent and conbat discrimnation practised
agai nst Roma children, disabled children and children born out of wedlock. O
equal concern to the Conmittee is the insufficient consideration of the
principle of the best interests of the child in tackling situations of
detention, institutionalization and abandonnent of children, as well as in
relation to the right of the child to testify in court.

37. Al though aware of the initiatives already undertaken by the authorities,
the Commttee remains worried about the insufficiency of nmeasures taken to
informand educate all parts of society, adults and children alike, on the
provi sions and principles of the Convention. Insufficient training provided
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to professional groups, such as |awers, judges, |aw enforcenent personnel
teachers, social workers and civil servants, on the Convention is also a
matter of concern

38. The Committee is al so concerned by the reported ill-treatnent of
children in the famly and in institutions and the | ack of adequate neasures
for the psycho-social recovery fromsuch abuses. Cases of ill-treatnent of

children by | aw enforcement personnel in or outside detention centres are al so
a very grave matter of concern, even if they are isolated cases. Furthernore,
the Commttee is concerned by the recent rise in child prostitution and the
producti on and di ssem nation of pornographic materials involving children. In
this regard, the fact that no specific and appropriate |egislation and
programres exi st to prevent and conbat sexual abuse and exploitation is a
serious concern to the Committee.

39. Wth regard to adopti on, despite recent changes in the |egislation
regulating this practice, the Conmittee is concerned by the |ack of
conpatibility of the current legal framework with the principles and

provi sions of the Convention, especially with regard to the principle of the
best interests of the child (art. 3).

40. The Commttee is worried about the insufficient neasures taken to tackle
the issues of child malnutrition, disability, nmental health and early
pregnanci es, as well as cases of early nmarriage. It is also concerned about

t he probl em of youth suicide

41. Wth regard to the full inplenmentation of articles 28 and 29 of the
Convention and despite the existence of international cooperation in this
field, the Coomittee is concerned about the school drop-out rate and the
insufficient alternative educati onal programmes. It is also concerned about
the insufficient nmeasures taken to ensure that the school curricula are guided
by the principles and provisions of the Convention, especially with regard to
human ri ghts educati on

42. Moreover, the Commttee is concerned about the absence of |ega
saf eguards to protect children enployed in the informal sector.

43. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the Convention
as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh

Qui delines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty, is a natter of concern to the Committee. Despite
recent |egal amendrments, the Committee renmains particularly worried,

inter alia, about the rights of the child to | egal assistance and judicia
review, that deprivation of liberty is not used only as a neasure of |ast
resort, and about the stignatization of the nost vul nerabl e categories of
children, including those belonging to the Roma mnority.

E. Suggesti ons and recommendat i ons

44, The Comm ttee recomrends that the CGovernnent undertake a conprehensive
review of the national legislation to bring it fully into conformty with the
princi pl es and provi sions of the Convention, especially in the areas of



CRC T 62
page 10

| abour, adoption, the admnistration of juvenile justice and donestic
violence. It also strongly recommends that the Governnment consider, on an
urgent basis, the adoption of a |law on the protection of the child.

45, The Comm ttee recomrends that the State party strengthen coordination
between the various governnental mnechani sns involved in children's rights, at
both the national and local levels, with a view to devel opi ng a conprehensi ve
policy on children and ensuring effective evaluation of the inplenentation of
the Convention in the country. The Committee encourages the State party to
pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutional framework designed to
promote and protect human rights in general and the rights of the child in
particular. It encourages the State party to cooperate closely with

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NGOs).

46. The Committee al so recommends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opment of a systemof data collection and to the
identification of appropriate disaggregated indicators with a viewto
addressing all areas of the Convention and all groups of children in society.
Such nechani sns can play a vital role in systematically nonitoring the status
of children and eval uati ng progress achi eved and the difficulties hanpering
the realization of children's rights. They can be used as a basis for

desi gning programmes to inprove the situation of children, particularly those
bel ongi ng to the nost di sadvantaged groups, including disabled children,
children born out of wedlock, children ill-treated and abused w thin the
famly, in institutions, or deprived of |iberty, children who are victins of
sexual exploitation, children belonging to mnority groups, especially Roma,
and children who, in order to survive, are forced to live and/or work in the
streets. It is further suggested that the State party request internati ona
cooperation in this regard

47. The Comm ttee encourages the State party to pursue its consideration on
the establishnent of an independent nechani smto nonitor observance of
children's rights, such as an Onbudsperson or a National Conmm ssion for
Children’s R ghts.

48. The Commi ttee recomrends that the State party take all necessary
nmeasures to take fully into account the principle of the best interests of the
child (art. 3) for every decision relating to the child s right to give
testinony before a court.

49. The Comm ttee recomrends that the State party |aunch a systenatic

i nformati on canpaign, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. Consideration should be given to the incorporation of
the Convention in the school curricula and appropriate nmeasures shoul d be
taken to facilitate access by children to information produced on their

rights. The Conmttee suggests that the State party devel op a conprehensive
trai ning programme for professional groups working with and for children such
as | awyers, judges, teachers, social workers, medical doctors, |aw enforcenent
personnel and personnel in institutions for children. Police officers nust be
specially trained to deal with child abuse and negl ect.

50. The Commttee reconmends that the State party, in the |ight of
articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, undertake all appropriate neasures to
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the maxi mum extent of its available resources to ensure that sufficient
budgetary allocation is provided to social services for children and that
particular attention is paid to the protection of children belonging to

vul nerabl e and marginalized groups. In this regard, the Conmttee suggests
that the “child inpact” of decisions taken by the authorities be assessed on
an ongoi ng basi s.

51. The Commi ttee al so suggests that appropriate alternatives to
institutional care be developed, with the best interests of the child as the
primary consideration, as well as the pronotion of his or her harnonious
devel opnent and preparation for responsible participation in society. 1In
cases where the placenent of children in institutions is necessary, measures
shoul d be adopted to ensure periodic review of the treatment provided to the
child and all other circunstances relevant to his or her placenent.

Consi deration should be given to the establishment of a systemof “guardian
ad litem”.

52. The Comm ttee al so suggests that nmeasures be adopted by the State party
to provide appropriate assistance to the famly in the performance of its
child-rearing responsibilities, including parental guidance and counselling,
with a view, inter alia, to preventing domestic violence and abuse,
abandonnent and institutionalization of children. Research should be pronoted
in these areas.

53. To prevent early pregnancies, the Conmittee recommends that sex
educati on be strengthened and that information canpai gns be | aunched
concerning famly planning. Furthernore, the Commttee recomends that the
Covernnent undertake a nati onal and conprehensi ve study on suici de anmong youth
to enable the authorities to inprove their understanding of this phenomenon
and take appropriate nmeasures to reduce the suicide rate.

54. In the light of articles 19, 34 and 37 (a), the Commttee strongly
recommends that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to prevent and
conbat corporal punishment, sexual abuse and exploitation and ill-treatnment of
children, including in institutions and in detention centres. The Commttee
suggests that corporal punishment be prohibited by civil |egislation and that
appropriate | egal neasures be taken to conbat sexual abuse and exploitation of
children. Cases of abuse should be properly investigated, sanctions applied
to perpetrators and publicity given to the decisions taken in those cases.
Further measures should be taken with a viewto ensuring the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the victins of abuse,
neglect, ill-treatment, violence or exploitation, in accordance with

article 39 of the Convention.

55. Wth regard to adoption, the Conmmttee recommends that appropriate |ega
and institutional steps be taken to fully harmoni ze | aw and procedures, both
on national and international levels, with the principles and provisions of
the Convention. In this regard, the Conmttee suggests that the State party
pursue its consideration of the ratification of the Hague Convention on the
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption of
1993.
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56. In the field of education, the Conmittee recommends that the State party
take appropriate neasures to prevent drop-outs and that the current existing
programres to retain children in schools be reinforced. The school curricula
shoul d be reviewed to pronote respect for the Convention. Vocational training
on the Convention on the Rights of the Child shoul d be devel oped.

57. Wi le welconing the ratification by the State party of |LO Convention
No. 138, the Committee reconmmends that the State party adopt all necessary

| egal and other appropriate neasures to protect children fromeconomc

expl oitation through labour, including in the informal sector.

58. The Commttee recomrends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conprehensi ve reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh Quidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to the right of children to
pronpt access to |legal assistance and to a judicial review Training
programres on the relevant international standards should be organized for al
professionals involved with the juvenile justice systemand specialized courts
shoul d be established as a priority matter. The Conmttee further suggests
that the State party consi der seeking technical assistance for this purpose
fromthe H gh Conmi ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts and the Oine Prevention
and Oimnal Justice Dvision of the United Nations.

59. Finally, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Commttee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
Bul garia be made widely available to the public at large and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant sunmary
records and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Comittee.

Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Covernnent, the Parliament and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nrent al or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations: Ethiopia

60. The Commttee considered the initial report of Ethiopia (CRCJ 8/ Add. 27)
at its 349th to 351st meetings (CRC U SR 349-351) held on 9 and
10 January 1997 and adopted* the foll ow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

61. The Commttee expresses its appreciation to the State party for engagi ng
in an open and constructive dial ogue with the Conmittee. It welcomes the

subm ssion of the initial report of Ethiopia, which follows the Commttee's
guidelines for the preparation of States parties’ initial reports, as well as
witten answers to its list of issues (CRCC QETH 1), although it notes that
a nunber of the questions asked were not answered. The Conmittee particularly
wi shes to express its satisfaction at the self-critical approach of the report

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997
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inidentifying a nunber of areas of concern, and it wel comes the willingness
expressed by the delegation that the suggestions and recomrendati ons nmade
during the discussion wuld be duly taken into account by the Ethiopian
authorities.

B. Positive factors

62. The Commttee notes with appreciation the steps taken since 1991 to set
up denocratic institutions in the country. It welconmes the adopti on of a new
Constitution, which incorporates international standards in the field of hunman
rights, including, inits article 36, a specific reference to some of the
rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

63. The Commttee notes with satisfaction that the Convention, as well as
other international treaties dealing with human rights, are incorporated into
donmestic law, and that article 13 of the Constitution states that human rights
provisions of the Constitution are to be interpreted in line with

i nternational human rights instruments ratified by Ethiopia.

64. The Commttee al so wel comes the political commtmrent within the country
to inprove the situation of children, which finds expression notably through
the setting up of an Inter-mnisterial Legal Committee to review national
legislation and its conpatibility with the provisions of the Convention,

t hrough the establishment of coomttees on the rights of the child at the
national, regional, zonal and woreda levels, as well as through the adoption
of a National Plan of Action and the establishment of a nministerial commttee
to nonitor its inplenentation.

65. The Commttee is encouraged by the conbined efforts undertaken by the
Covernnent and international or non-governnental organizations to protect and
pronote children’ s rights, in particular in the field of information on

H V/ AIDS and information canpai gns on harnful traditional practices affecting
children. Wth regard to the latter, the Conmttee wel cones the establishnent
of the National Conmittee on Traditional Practices to develop information and
sensitization canpaigns on all forns of harnful traditional practices
affecting the health of wonmen and children, with a particul ar enphasis on
female genital nutilation.

66. The Committee notes with appreciation that primary educati on has been
made free, although it regrets that it has not yet been nade conpul sory.

C Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

67. The Comm ttee acknow edges that the State party has had to face, during
the past few years, economc, social and political challenges, due,

inter alia, to years of civil war and the transition to denocracy. It notes

the existence of interregional and urban/rural disparities, in particular with
regard to the availability of resources and infrastructure, which nay lead to

discrimnation in the enjoynent of the rights provided for in the Convention.

Furthernmore, the Committee notes that certain traditional practices and
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custons, prevailing particularly in rural areas, hanper the effective
i npl enent ation of the provisions of the Convention, especially with regard to
the girl child.

D. Principal subjects of concern

68. The Commttee notes that, although the notification of the ratification
of the Convention by Ethiopia was published in the Oficial Gazette, the ful
text of the Convention has to date not been published in the Gazette, thus
making it difficult for Iaw enforcenent officials, judicial personnel and

ot her professionals working with and for children to have access to and an
under standi ng of its provisions.

69. The Commttee also notes that there is a | ack of awareness and
understanding in the State party of the principles and provisions of the
Convention. In this regard, the Conmttee is concerned at the |ack of
adequate and systenatic training provided to | aw enforcenment officials,
judicial personnel, teachers, social workers and medi cal personnel. The
Commttee further notes that insufficient attention has been paid in practice
as well as in the legislation to the principles of the best interests of the
child, respect for the child s views and the child s participation in famly,
soci al and school life.

70. The Committee notes with concern the | ack of adequate mechani sns for the
collection of reliable quantitative and qualitative data on the situation of
children throughout the country, which hinders the effective assessnment by the
authorities of the situation of each and every group of children in all parts
of the country, and thus nmakes the adoption of targeted policies in the field
of the protection of the rights of children difficult.

71. The Comm ttee expresses its concern about the negative effects of
poverty on the situation of children in Ethiopia, as illustrated by the high
level s of infant and under-five nortality rates and malnutrition, and at the
| ow | evel s of school enrol ment, education, immunization coverage and health
services in general

72. The Commttee notes with concern the non-conpatibility of certain
provi sions of domestic lawwith the principles and rights enshrined in the
Convention, such as the provision for a different m ninumage of narriage
between girls (15 years of age) and boys (18 years of age), the provision in
the Penal Code for the possibility to sentence children to corpora

puni shrent, the provision in the Gvil Code for “light bodily punishnent” as
an educative nmeasure within the famly and the Iimtation of the right to
counsel when the child may be represented by his or her parents or |ega
guardi an during | egal proceedings.

73. The Comm ttee remains concerned at prevailing traditional attitudes and
harnful practices, such as fermale genital mutilation, early marriages and

t eenage pregnancies, and at the persistence of discrimnatory social attitudes
agai nst vul nerabl e groups of children, such as the girl child, disabled
children, children born out of wedl ock and children affected by or infected
with HV/ AIDS, including orphans.
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74. The Commttee is concerned that insufficient steps have been taken to
ensure the registration of children after birth and that the State

regi stration procedure is hanpered in practice by the lack of registration
desks, especially in rural areas. The Conmttee al so expresses its concern in
relation to the lack of adequate neans avail able for the registrati on of
refugee children

75. The Commttee is concerned that, since children are able to | odge
conplaints only through their parents or |egal guardians, the right to
adequat e recourse and conpl ai nt procedures for children victins of abuse,

i ncl udi ng sexual abuse, neglect or ill-treatnment within their famlies, does
not seemto be secured. The Committee is al so concerned that the enjoynent by
children of their right to participate actively in the pronmotion of their own
rights does not seemto be guaranteed.

76. The Commttee is concerned at the low | evels of school enrol nent and at
the high drop-out rates, especially anong girls, at the lack of |earning and
teaching facilities and at the shortage of trained teachers, in particular in
rural areas. It shares the concerns expressed in the State party’ s report
that the school curricula are divorced fromcultural and social realities, and
regrets that they do not yet include a programme of education on hunman rights
and children’s rights. Mreover, the Commttee expresses the concern, as
menti oned above, that primary education has not yet been nade conpul sory.

77. The Comm ttee expresses the concern that the systens of national and
intercountry adoptions are not fully in conformty with the provisions of
article 21 of the Convention, in particular article 21 (a), and with the
principles of the best interests of the child and respect for his or her

Vi ews.

78. The Commttee is also concerned at the situation of children in
especially difficult circunstances, including children |iving and/or working
inthe street, and at the incidence of child labour, in particular in the

i nformal sector.

79. The Commttee is deeply concerned at the present systemof juvenile
justice, which is not in conformty with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention. It is particularly concerned about the setting of the age of
crimnal responsibility at 9 years and that as fromthe age of 15 years,
children are treated as adults. In this regard, the Commttee regrets that it
was not nade clear during the discussion whether the latter neans that
children above 15 years of age may be sentenced to life inprisonnent or

detai ned together with adults. Furthernore, the Conmittee expresses concern
at the possibility, nentioned above, provided for in article 172 of the

Penal Code to sentence children to corporal punishment at the sole discretion
of the judge, in particular with regard to the “bad or good character” of the
child in determning the penalty to be applied to the child, and at the
possible limtations of the right to | egal counsel.

80. In the light of article 39 of the Convention, the Commttee is also
concerned at the insufficient neasures taken by the authorities for the
physi cal and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of children
victins of war.
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E. Suggest i ons and recommendat i ons

81. The Commttee recomrends that the full text of the Convention be
published in the Oficial Gazette and that training nmanual s incorporating the
text of the Convention be published for the professional groups working with
or for children

82. The Comm ttee encourages the Government to continue its efforts ai med at
promnoti ng awar eness and under standi ng of the principles and provisions of the
Convention, in the light of article 42 of the Convention, in particular by
ensuring the translation and publication of the text of the Convention in al
nati onal |anguages. Such measures woul d pronote change in persisting negative
attitudes towards children, particularly girls, disabled children, children
born out of wedlock, children affected by or infected with HV A DS, including
orphans, and contribute to abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the
heal th and wel | -being of children, such as fenale genital nutilation, early
marri ages and teenage pregnancies. Such efforts should be pursued in cl ose
cooperation with conmmunity and religious | eaders and non-gover nnent a

organi zations, at all levels of the State, i.e. national, regional, zonal and
woreda |evels, and special enphasis should be placed on the need to coordi nate
the policies designed to inplenment the Convention between central and | oca
authorities.

83. The Committee al so encourages the State party to provide systematic
training on the principles and rights enshrined in the Convention to the

prof essi onal groups working with and for children, such as | aw enforcenent
officials, judicial personnel, personnel in child-care institutions, teachers,
soci al workers and medi cal personnel, as well as to the personnel entrusted
with the task of ensuring data collection in the areas covered by the
Convention. Simlarly, attention should be given to incorporating the
Convention in school curricula, as recommended by the General Assenbly in
procl ai mng the United Nati ons Decade for Hunman R ghts Education, and by the
1993 Wirl d Conference on Hunan R ghts.

84. The Commttee al so recommends that the State party strengthen

coordi nation between the various governnental mechanisns involved in
children’s rights, at both the national and local levels, with a viewto

devel opi ng a conprehensive policy on children and ensuring effective

eval uation of the inplenmentation of the Convention in the country. It further
recommends that the setting up of an independent mechani sm such as an
Qrbudsperson on the Rights of the Child or a Human R ghts Conm ssion, to
ensure observance of children's rights, be considered

85. The Comm ttee recomrends that the systemof data collection be inproved
at the central and local levels of the State, and that it conprise all the
areas covered by the Convention. Such a systemshould include all groups of
children, with particular enphasis on vul nerabl e groups of children and on
children in especially difficult circunstances, and adequate di saggregat ed
data should be identified with a view to assessing progress achieved in the
realization of children's rights and defining the policies to be adopted to
better inplenment the provisions of the Convention. Wth regard to the latter,
the Commttee suggests that further studies and follow up surveys on



CRC T 62
page 17

vul nerabl e groups of children be initiated and it recomrends that the State
party consi der requesting technical assistance fromthe United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) to address this question.

86. The Comm ttee recomrends that the Covernnent pursue the process of
bringing existing legislation into line with the provisions of the Convention
and that the best interests of the child be fully taken into account in the

drafting of new legislation. In this regard, the Coomittee particularly
recommends that the provisions for the mninumage of marriage for girls at
15 years, the sentencing of children to corporal punishnent, the “light bodily

puni shnent” as an educational neasure within the famly, and the limtation of
the right to Iegal counsel of children be abolished as a natter of priority.

87. The Comm ttee recomrends that with respect to the inplementation of
article 4 of the Convention, budget allocations should be made to the maxi mum
extent of the State party’ s avail able resources and should give priority to
the realization of the economc, social and cultural rights of children
including the rights to health, education and rehabilitation, and that
particular attention be paid to children belonging to the nost di sadvant aged
groups, such as girls, disabled children, children living in rural areas,
children living and/or working in the street, children involved in the

adm nistration of juvenile justice systemand children affected by or infected
with HV/ AIDS, including orphans. 1In this regard, and with a viewto
contributing to the nmaxi mumuse of scarce resources, the Conmm ttee recommends
that the State party accord greater attention to the devel opnent of a prinary
heal t h-care system which woul d develop a culture of nutrition, hygiene and
sanitation.

88. The Comm ttee recomrends that special efforts be devel oped to guarantee
an effective systemof birth registration, in the light of article 7 of the
Convention, to ensure the full enjoynent of their fundanental rights by al
children. Such a systemwould serve as a tool in the collection of

statistical data, in the assessnent of prevailing difficulties and in the
pronotion of progress in the inplenmentation of the Convention. Simlarly, the
Conmmi ttee recomrends that an adequate systemof registration of refugee
children be established to ensure that their rights are protected.

89. The Comm ttee al so recommends that greater efforts be made to pronote
the participation of children in famly, school and social life, and the
effective enjoynent of their fundamental freedons, including the freedom of
opi ni on, expressi on and associ ation

90. Wth reference to the inplenmentation of article 19 of the Convention
the Commttee recomrends that a systemof conplaints aimed at children victins
of any form of violence, abuse, including sexual abuse, neglect, naltreatnent
or exploitation, even while in the care of their parents, be established, as a
means to ensure protection of and respect for their rights. 1t further
recommends that cases of abuse be properly investigated, sanctions applied to
the perpetrators and publicity given to the sanctions applied to such crines.
The Comm ttee al so recommends that a conprehensive and integrated public

i nformati on canpai gn be el aborated with a viewto preventing and conbating al
forns of abuse of children and that all necessary neasures be taken to ensure
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t he physi cal and psychol ogi cal recovery and the social reintegration of
children victins of the war, in the light of article 39 of the Convention

91. The Comm ttee recomrends that appropriate |egislative nmeasures be
adopted and inplenented with regard to adoption of children, in the Iight of
the principles of the best interests of the child and respect for his or her
views and articles 20 and 21 of the Convention. Furthernore, the Commttee
recommrends that the State party consider ratifying the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption
of 1993.

92. In the area of child |abour, the Conmittee reconmends that appropriate
nmeasures be adopted with a viewto reflecting fully the Convention, in
particular article 32, in legislation and practice, and suggests that
consideration be given by the State party to ratifying |ILO Convention No. 138
on mni num age for adm ssion to enploynment. The Committee al so suggests that
the State party consider seeking cooperation with ILOiIn this area

93. Wth regard to the admnistration of juvenile justice, the Commttee
recommrends that |egal reformbe pursued and that the State party take fully
into account the provisions of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 39
and 40 as well as other relevant international standards in this area, such as
the Beijing Rules, the R yadh Quidelines and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. The Conmttee al so
recommrends that the State party avails itself of the technical assistance
programres of the H gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts and the Oine
Prevention and Grimnal Justice Dvision of the Secretariat.

94. The Comm ttee recomrends that special protection neasures be adopted and
implemented in relation to children living and/or working in the street,
children in conflict with the law, in particul ar those deprived of liberty,
children affected by or infected with HV/ Al DS, including orphans, abused and
exploited children and children involved with child Iabour.

95. The Commttee reconmmends that a neeting be organi zed, gathering

i nternational organizations working in the country, including agencies and
organi zations of the United Nations system and non-governnental organizations,
and conpetent national authorities, with the aimof assessing the needs for
further international assistance with regard to the pronoti on and protection
of the rights of the child.

96. The Commttee recommends that the State party’ s next periodic report

i ncorporate informati on on the neasures taken and progress achieved in the

i npl enent ati on of the suggestions and recommendati ons nade by the Conmittee in
the present concl udi ng observati ons.

97. Finally, the Commttee reconmends that in the light of article 44,
paragraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by Ethiopia be made widely available to the public at |arge and that
the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Comittee.

Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
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awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Covernnent, the Parliament and the general public, including concerned
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons.

Concl udi hg observations: Panana

98. The Commttee considered the initial report of Panama (CRC J 8/ Add. 28)
at its 353rd, 354th, 355th and 356th neetings (CRC ¢ SR 353-356), held on
13 and 14 January 1997, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

99. The Commttee welcomes the initial report submtted by the State party.
The Commttee expresses its satisfaction at the constructive dial ogue held and
for the State party’'s self-critical approach in identifying a nunber of areas
of concern. The Conmittee regrets, however, that neither the report nor the
witten answers to the list of issues (CRC U Q PAN 1) contained infornmation on
specific measures taken by the State party to inplenent the Convention,
including at the |legislative |evel.

B. Positive aspects

100. The Committee notes that the Convention is directly applicable at the
national |evel and can be invoked before the |law courts or admnistrative
aut horities.

101. The Committee notes with satisfaction the efforts nmade by the Gover nnent
of Panama in the field of |aw reformand wel comes the initiatives being
undertaken by the Government to further the protection of the famly and
children by the adoption of the new Fam |y Code, in force since January 1995.
The Comm ttee wel comes the promul gati on of the Education Law whi ch guarant ees
intercultural bilingual education for indigenous children and adults. The
Conmittee notes with interest the Governnent's wllingness to provide
information and training to its staff, through the Mnistry of Labour and

Soci al Vel fare.

102. The recent establishnent of a “People' s Defender” which will nonitor the
enj oynent of human rights in Panana, including children's rights, is wel coned
by the Committee.

103. The Conmmittee notes with satisfaction the adoption of a Pact for
Children to pronmote children's rights in collaboration with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and a | arge nunber of non-governmnental organizations.
The Comm ttee wel comes the project on “Education for tol erance, education for
denocracy, human rights, devel opnent and peace” set up in 1995 by the Mnistry
of Education in collaboration with the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Qultural O ganization (UNESCQO) .

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997.
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104. The Committee notes the establishnment of the Wnen's Departnent in the
M nistry of Labour and Social Wl fare and al so of the Panamanian Institute for
Speci al Rehabilitation which ains at assisting disabled children

C Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

105. The Committee is aware that Panama is enmerging froma period of social
and political upheaval which has had adverse econonic repercussions. The
Conmittee notes with concern the long-existing disparities in wealth between
different groups of the popul ation which affects the nost vul nerabl e groups
and hanpers the enjoyment of children's rights.

D. Principal subjects of concern

106. Wile taking note of the recent achievenents in the field of law reform
the Commttee is concerned about the insufficient neasures taken by the State
party to harnoni ze national |egislation with the principles and provisions of
the Convention. |In this regard, the Conmittee is concerned that the Famly
Code presently in force in Panama does not adequately address the rights
recogni zed by the Conventi on.

107. The Committee is concerned that the national |egislation establishes a
different mninmumage for narri age between boys and girls and that it
authorizes the marriage of girls as young as 14 years of age. The m ni mrum age
for enploynent, which is under 12 in agriculture and donestic services, is
also a natter of concern to the Conmittee. Further, the Conmttee is
concerned that insufficient neasures have been taken to protect children

agai nst sexual abuse and expl oitation.

108. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient measures adopted to
ensure effective coordi nati on between different governnmental departments
conpetent in areas covered by the Convention as well as between the centra
and | ocal authorities.

109. The Committee is deeply concerned about the insufficiency of nmeasures to
col l ect disaggregated statistical data and other information on the situation
of children, especially those belonging to the nost vul nerable groups. This
type of information is lacking in particular with respect to girl children,
children living and/or working in the streets, disabled children, children
living in rural areas and indigenous children. The absence of qualitative and
quantitative information on the status of children renders deficient the
systematic nonitoring of the inplenmentation of the Convention.

110. The Committee is of the view that insufficient nmeasures have been
adopted to pronote wi despread awareness of the principles and provisions of
the Convention anong adults and children alike, particularly those bel onging
to indi genous popul ations. The Committee is concerned at the |ack of adequate
and systematic training provided to professional groups working for and with
children, including judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent personnel, health
prof essi onal s, teachers, social workers, personnel working in child care
institutions for children, police officers and officials of the central and

| ocal adm nistrations.
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111. The Conmittee expresses its concern at the insufficient budget
allocation at all levels for social expenditures, in particular in favour of
children bel onging to the nost di sadvantaged groups of the population. The
Commttee notes with great concern the trend towards the perpetuation of
poverty anongst marginalized groups of children in Panama, where 25 per cent
of famlies live in poverty and 20 per cent live in extrene poverty. Despite
the efforts made by the State party in the health and housi ng sectors, the
situation is still precarious

112. Particular concern is expressed by the Conmittee at the insufficient
nmeasur es undertaken to ensure the effective inplenentati on of the genera
principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) of the Convention on the R ghts of the Child
in practice, especially with regard to the girl child and children bel ongi ng
to indi genous groups and to poor famlies. The Conmttee is deeply concerned
about the high incidence of abandoned children and by the fact that

approxi mately 20 per cent of the children born each year are to adol escent

not hers.

113. The Committee is concerned by the persistence of viol ence agai nst
children within the famly, including the use of corporal punishrment. In the
light of article 17 of the Convention, the Coomttee is al so concerned about
the need for further nmeasures to protect children frommedia informati on and
material injurious to their well-being.

114. In the light of article 2 of the Convention, the Coomttee is concerned
about the insufficient measures, including of a |legislative nature, taken by
the authorities to regul ate adopti on adequately and to prevent and conbat
abuses, such as the trafficking of children.

115. Wil e recognizing the efforts undertaken by the authorities in the
education system the Conmttee is concerned about the persisting disparities
inrelation to the | ow access to education of children living in rural areas,
i ndi genous children and refugee children, who do not enjoy a system of
education adequate to their cultural values and identity. The Conmttee is
al so worried about the lowrates of retention, the high rates of repetition
and school drop-outs, especially at the end of prinmary educati on, and by the
persistent problemof illiteracy anongst these groups.

116. The Committee is concerned about the insufficient |egal protection and
the lack of adequate procedures for refugee children, especially unacconpanied
mnors. It is also concerned by the difficulties encountered by those
children in securing access to education, health and social services.

Finally, famly reunification is also a matter of concern to the Conmittee.

117. The Committee notes with concern that child | abour remains a problemin
Pananma. The hi gh nunber of children involved in | abour, especially in rura
areas and in particular in coffee-growing areas as a result of a |ong-standing
cultural pattern, is a matter of concern, as is the fact that the Governnent
has not adequately enforced child | abour provisions in the rural areas of the
country.

118. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, and
in particular its lack of conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
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Convention as well as with other relevant international standards, is a matter
of concern to the Conmttee. Mreover, the apparent absence in nationa

| egi sl ati on of m ni mum ages bel ow which a child may not be deprived of liberty
or be considered crimnally responsi bl e causes deep concern to the Conmttee.

D. Suggest i ons and recomendat i ons

119. Wthin the context of the |legal reformundertaken by Panama, the

Comm ttee recomrends that children's issues be accorded a higher priority in
the State party. The Committee al so recomrends that the State party adopt all
the necessary neasures to ensure the full conpliance of its nationa
legislation with the Convention. 1In this regard, the Conmttee encourages the
State party to pursue its efforts ainmed at the adoption of a Code on Children
Furthernmore, the Committee recommends that any required changes to | egislation
be undertaken in the light of article 2 (non-discrimnation), article 3 (best
interests of the child), article 6 (right to life, devel opnent and survival)
and article 12 (respect for the views of the child). In this spirit, the
Commi ttee recommends that the State party define in its legislation a mnimm
age bel ow which children may not be deprived of their liberty. Simlarly,
nmeasures nust be undertaken to ensure the conformty of national |egislation
with the provisions of article 37 (a) of the Convention. Further, the
Conmittee recommends that the State party reviewits legislation on the age of
marriage for girls with a viewto raising it. The Conm ttee encourages the
State party to take all appropriate nmeasures to protect children against

sexual exploitation

120. The Committee encourages the State party urgently to devel op a

conpr ehensi ve national strategy on children and to pursue its efforts to
strengthen the institutional framework to pronote and protect human rights in
general and the rights of the child in particular. In this regard, the

Comm ttee recomrends that a pernanent and nultidi sciplinary mechani sm be
devel oped to coordinate and nonitor the inplementati on of the Convention at
both national and | ocal levels and in urban and rural areas.

121. The Committee recommends that the establishnent of an independent body,
such as an onbudsperson, be given further consideration by the Governnent.
The Comm ttee al so encourages the pronotion of closer cooperation between the
State party and non-governnmental organizations.

122. The Committee further recomrends that the State party give priority
attention to the devel opment of a systemof data collection by age, gender,
rural /urban and social ethnic origin, and to the identification of appropriate
di saggregated indicators with a view to addressing all areas of the Convention
and all groups of children in society, to evaluate progress achi eved and
difficulties hanpering the realization of children's rights. This is
especially inportant in the case of Panana where historical disparities have
endured, in particular with respect to fenmale, rural and indi genous children.
It is further suggested that the State party envi sage requesting internationa
cooperation in this regard, notably from UN CEF

123. In the spirit of the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education
the Commttee recomrends that the State party take neasures ai ned at
devel oping a culture of human rights and at changing attitudes towards
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children in general, and in particular children bel onging to indi genous
groups. It therefore recommends that information and educati on about
children's rights be dissemnated to children and adults alike. Such

i nformati on should be translated into the different |anguages spoken by

i ndi genous people. Mreover, the existence of a high level of illiteracy in
the country requires the use of the nedia in a nmanner adapted to the various
| evel s of the audiences in the country.

124. The Conmmittee reconmends that training and education on the principles
and provisions of the Convention be undertaken and addressed to al

prof essionals working with or for children, including judges, |awers, |aw

enf orcenent personnel, health professionals, teachers, social workers
personnel working in child care institutions for children, police officers and
officials of the central and |ocal admnistrations. In addition, the

Conmi ttee recomrends that children's rights be included in the schoo

curricula as a nmeasure of enhancing respect for indigenous culture, pronoting
mul ticulturalismand conbating the paternalistic attitudes prevailing in
society. In this regard, the Conmittee encourages the State party to envi sage
seeking techni cal cooperation fromappropriate international intergovernnenta
and non-governnental organi zations, including the Hgh Comm ssioner/Centre for
Human R ghts and UN CEF.

125. Wth respect to articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, it is the opinion
of the Commttee that appropriate budgetary provisions should be nade to the
maxi mum extent possible. In this regard, particular attention should be given
to children belonging to vul nerabl e and margi nalized groups, with a viewto
provi di ng adequate services, including in the areas of education and health,
and to overcomng persisting disparities. The Committee enphasizes that the
interrelated and integrated nature of the rights provided for in the
Convention requires that the Convention be recogni zed as the general franmework
for reaching decisions on the allocation of resources for children. Moreover,
inthe light of article 4 of the Convention, international assistance provided
to Panama should aimat the pronotion of children s rights.

126. Further efforts are required to ensure the active participation of
children and their involvenment in all decisions affecting themin the famly,
at school and in social life, inthe light of articles 12, 13 and 15 of the
Convent i on.

127. The Committee recommends that effective public awareness canpai gns be
devel oped and that neasures be adopted by the State party to provide
appropriate assistance to the famly in the performance of its child-rearing
responsi bilities, including parental guidance and counselling, with a view,
inter alia, to preventing donestic violence and to prohibiting the use of
corporal punishrment as well as to preventing early pregnancies. It also
recommends that the State party reinforce existing nmeasures to protect
children fromharnful information

128. The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary
nmeasures to regulate and nonitor national and international adoptions in order
to prevent any violations of the principles and provisions of the Convention,
especially its article 21. It is also recomended that adequate training be
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provi ded to concerned professionals. The Committee al so suggests that Panana
consi der becomng a party to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children
and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993.

129. In the area of education, it is the view of the Commttee that a range
of measures shoul d be undertaken by the State party to ensure the

i npl enentation of articles 28 and 29 of the Convention. Taking into account
the strategy being devel oped, the Committee reconmends that the State party
focus greater efforts on eradicating illiteracy and on increasing access to
school education by indigenous children and children living in rural areas.
The Comm ttee recogni zes that this requires greater efforts in training
teachers. The Conmttee al so recommends that the State party take all
necessary neasures to fight school drop-outs and ensure retention

130. As a neans of tackling the integrated i ssues of education and child

| abour, the Conmittee recommends that all sectors of society and the econony
becorne involved in inplenmenting the Conmttee' s recomrendations that the
Covernnent undertake effective public canpaigns to prevent and elimnate child
| abour, especially in rural areas, while systematically and forcefully
encouraging the enrolment, retention and return of children to school. The
Conmi ttee suggests that Panana consider becomng a party to ILO Convention
No. 138 concerning the m ni numage for adm ssion to enpl oynent and review al
rel evant standards. Regulations to prevent child |Iabour should be clarified
and enforced, conplaints should be investigated and severe penalties inposed
for violations. The Conmmttee al so suggests that the State party consider
seeking cooperation with ILOiIn this area

131. The Committee recommends that the Governnent of Panana ensure adequate
protection of refugee children, including in the field of education.
Procedures shoul d be devel oped in cooperation with the Ofice of the

United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to facilitate famly
reunification as well as to appoint |egal representatives for unacconpani ed
children and to apply, when relevant, child-friendly interview techniques.

132. The Committee encourages the State party to take all appropriate
nmeasures to prevent and conbat sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of
children and to ensure their physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and soci al
reintegration in the light of article 39 of the Convention.

133. The Committee further recomrends that the juvenile justice system be
revised to ensure its conpatibility with the principles and provisions of the
Convention, including those of its articles 37, 39 and 40, as well as of other
United Nations standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh
Quidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty. 1In addition, it is recomrended that the State
party consider requesting technical assistance in this field fromthe H gh
Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights and the Oinme Prevention and Oimna
Justice Division of the Secretariat.

134. Finally, inthe light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Commttee recomrends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
Pananma be nade widely available to the public at large and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant sunmary



CRC T 62
page 25

records and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Comittee.
Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Covernnent, the Parliament and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nrent al or gani zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations: Mannar

135. The Committee considered the initial report of Manmar (CRC T 8/ Add. 9)
at its 357th to 360th meetings (CRC U SR 357-360), held on 15 and
16 January 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

136. The Committee expresses its appreciation to the State party for the
subm ssion of witten answers to the list of issues (CROCCQMa.1). The
Conmittee notes that the report, although follow ng the thematic structure for
reporting set out in the general guidelines, was inconplete inits
appreciation of the situation of children in the country since it did not

i ncorporate an assessnent of factors and difficulties inpeding the enjoynent
of the rights of the child.

B. Positive factors

137. The Committee wel cones the fact that the State party has withdrawn its
reservations on articles 15 and 37 of the Convention.

138. The Committee is encouraged by the fact that the State party has
adopted a National Plan of Action and established a National Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child in 1993.

139. The Committee wel cones the enactnent of a national |aw on the protection
of children in 1993.

C Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

140. The Committee notes that the State party has been deeply affected by
years of internal conflict that has gravely disturbed sonme regions of the
country. Violence and instability have had a consi derabl e negative inpact on
the situation of children in Manmar: many of them have been subjected to
various forns of violations of their rights and have been forced to fl ee areas
affected by viol ence.

141. The Committee further notes that several years of unfavourabl e economc
conditions in the State party have adversely affected the situation of the
nmost vul nerabl e groups in society.

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997.
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D. Principal subjects of concern

142. The Committee is concerned about the |lack of conformty between the

exi sting national |egal framework and the principles and provisions of the
Convention, nanmely the Gtizenship Act, the Village and Towns Acts and the

Wi pping Act. The Conmittee is al so concerned by the fact that the | aws
relating to freedom of expression and associ ati on and sone sections of the Law
on Child Labour raise doubts as to their conformty with the provisions of the
Convention. It is also of the opinion that the | aw concerning juvenile
justice is not guided by the Convention and other rel evant internationa
instruments. The age of crimnal responsibility, at present seven years of
age, is too low torture is not clearly prohibited by existing

| egi sl ati on and no conpl ai nt procedure for children exists. The Committee is
also worried that the law prohibiting discrimnation fails fully to conformto
article 2 of the Convention by not explicitly protecting children from
discrimnation “on the basis of ... political or other opinion ..., ethnic or
social origin ..., disability” of the child or his/her parents. Finally, the
Committee is concerned that the human rights of children are not yet
integrated in a fundanental body of |aw

143. The Committee is concerned that the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child and the National Plan of Action have not yet been translated into
concrete programres, sectoral policies and allocation of necessary resources
to ensure the inplementation of the rights recognized in the Convention

t hroughout the country. Lack of evaluation and nonitoring systens are also a
matter of concern

144, The Committee, while recognizing the efforts undertaken by the State
party in the collection of data, is concerned that the systemof data
col l ection does not adequately disaggregate information so as to reflect the
situation of all children, particularly those bel onging to the nost

di sadvant aged groups, including children belonging to mnority groups,
children living in renote areas, disabled children, children |iving and/or
working in the street, children placed in institutions, including institutions
of a penal nature, ill-treated and abused children or children from
economi cal | y di sadvant aged groups. Such di saggregated data woul d contribute
to the design of policies and programes for the effective and ful

i npl enentation of the provisions of the Convention

145. The Committee is al so concerned at the lack of an integrated strategy on
children as well as of a fully effective nonitoring nechanismfor all areas
covered by the Convention and in relation to all groups of children in urban
and rural areas, especially those affected by the consequences of the econonic
problens and by the internal conflict.

146. As regards the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of mneasures taken to ensure the

i npl enentation of children's economc, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum extent of avail able resources. The Comm ttee expresses particul ar
concern at the insufficient budget allocation for social expenditures, in
particular in favour of children belonging to the nost disadvantaged groups of
t he popul ati on
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147. The Committee is al so concerned that the general principles of the
Convention, as laid down in its articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best
interests of the child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opnent) and

12 (respect for the views of the child), are not being applied and duly
integrated into the inplenentation of all articles of the Convention. The
Commttee is concerned that these principles are not adequately reflected in
| egislation and therefore are not properly integrated in all decisions and
actions concerning children, including on the adm nistrative and judicia
levels. Concern is also expressed at the status and situation of children
bel onging to ethnic and religious mnority groups, the girl child and children
living inrural and renote areas. The insufficiency of neasures taken by the
authorities to prevent and conbat discrinination against those groups of
children is also a matter of concern

148. Wth regard to the inplementation of articles 2 and 3 of the Convention
the Commttee is seriously concerned by the fact that the national identity
card explicitly nentions the religion and the ethnic origin of each citizen
including children. It is also seriously concerned by the fact that the

G tizenship Act establishes three different categories of citizenship and
therefore sone categories of children and their parents mght be stignatized
and/ or denied certain rights.

149. The Committee is concerned by the insufficient measures taken by the
authorities to raise awareness and to provi de education on the Convention to
adults and children alike. The fact that the Convention is not translated
into all national |anguages and is therefore not accessible to all children
living in the territory of the State party is also a matter of concern, as is
the lack of know edge on the Convention anmong professional groups working for
and with children, including judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent and arny
personnel , health professionals, teachers, social workers, and personnel
working in child care institutions.

150. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not taken all |ega
and ot her appropriate nmeasures to pronote and inplenent the rights contai ned
inarticles 13, 14 and 15. O particular concern is the fact that children
consi dered poor are channell ed towards nonastic Buddhi st schools and are
offered no alternative educational opportunity. This mght challenge the
right to freedomof religion for non-Buddhi st children who are enrolled in
those schools. Deep concern is also expressed by the Committee with regard to
the right of children to freedom of speech, association and peaceful assenbly.
Moreover, the Commttee is seriously concerned by the recent closure of sone
hi gh school s.

151. The Committee is concerned by the existing | egal franmework and
procedures regul ati ng adopti on which are not in full conformty with the
principles and provisions of the Convention, especially its articles 3 and 21.

152. The Conmittee expresses its concern about the high rates of infant
nortality and malnutrition, as well as the |low |l evel of health services, which
are partly due to poverty, deep disparities between urban and rura

communities and the inpact of the internal conflict. The Conmittee is also
worried about the insufficient measures to offer appropriate and accessible
social, rehabilitation and educational services to disabled children
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153. Wth regard to the inplementation of articles 28, 29 and 30 of the
Convention, the Conmittee is concerned by the high drop-out and repetition
rates. It is also concerned by the |ack of resources in the field of
vocational training. Finally, the Conmttee is concerned by the insufficient
nmeasures taken by the State party to provide education in mnority |anguages.

154. The Committee is seriously concerned by the inpact of years of interna
conflict which has generated inportant instability in several regions of the
country and resulted in situations where famlies have been forcibly relocated
or displaced, or encouraged to cross borders to seek for protection as
refugees. The rights of nost children involved in those popul ati on novenents
have not been properly addressed and saf eguar ded.

155. Reports fromvarious sources concerning cases of abuse and viol ence
perpetrated agai nst children have rai sed grave concern within the Commttee,
particul arly regardi ng numerous docunented cases of rape of young girls by
sol diers and cases of children systenatically being forced into |abour,

i ncl uding as porters.

156. O equal grave concern to the Conmittee are the nunerous reported cases
of forced and under-age recruitnent of child soldiers.

157. The Conmittee is concerned by the fact that children working in the
famly environnent or in famly enterprises are not protected by law The
Conmittee is al so concerned about the abuse and expl oitation of adopted
children, especially in the area of child |abour, and at the absence of |ega
saf eguards to protect them

158. Furthernore, the Committee expresses its regret that insufficient
nmeasures are being taken to address the problens of child abuse, including
sexual abuse, and the sale and trafficking of children, child prostitution and
child pornography. It is especially concerned by the fact that a significant
nunber of girls, and sonetinmes boys, are victins of transnational trafficking
for the purpose of sexual exploitation in brothels across the border.

159. In light of article 39 of the Convention, the Commttee is worried about
the insufficient nmeasures taken to provide physical and psychol ogi cal recovery
and social reintegration to children victins of any formof neglect, abuse
and/ or exploitation, particularly victinms of armed conflicts, sexua
exploitation and child | abour.

160. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice, and
in particular its lack of conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the
R yadh Quidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty, is a natter of serious concern to the Committee.
Severe conditions of detention, the fact that deprivation of liberty is not
used only as a neasure of last resort, the |lack of access by the child to

| egal assistance and judicial review, and the absence of a nonitoring system
are situations that remain of particular concern to the Commttee.

161. The Committee is worried by the failure of the State party to cooperate
wi th non-governnental and intergovernnmental organizations in the franmework of
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exi sting international human rights nechanisns. The Conmittee is concerned
about the inpact of this situation on the daily life of every child living
under the jurisdiction of the State party.

E. Suggest i ons and recomendat i ons

162. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake a conprehensive
review of the national legislation to bring it into conformty with the
princi pl es and provi sions of the Convention, especially in the areas of

non-di scrimnation, citizenship, freedomof association, corporal punishmnent,
child [abour, adoption and the admi nistration of juvenile justice. The
Commttee al so recommends that the Gtizenship Act, the Village and Towns
Acts and the Wi pping Acts be repealed. Laws relating to the right to

non-di scrimnation, freedom of association, child |labour and juvenile justice
shoul d be anmended so as to be fully conpatible with the provisions and
principles of the Convention. The Conmittee recommends that the State party
take all necessary nmeasures to fully reflect the rights recogni zed by the
Convention in a fundamental body of |aw

163. The Committee recommends that the State party reinforce at all |evels
the role of the National Commttee for the Rghts of the Child in the

i npl enentation of the Convention. The State party should take all necessary
nmeasures to fully integrate the Convention and the National Plan of Action in
all programmes and sectoral policies.

164. The Committee al so recomrends that the State party gather all necessary
data on the situation of children in the various areas covered by the
Convention, including on children belonging to the nost vul nerabl e groups.

165. The Committee further recommends that a rnultidisciplinary nonitoring
system be established to assess the progress achieved and difficulties
encountered in the realization of the rights recognized by the Convention at
the central and local levels, and in particular to nonitor regularly the
effects of econom c change and arned conflicts on children. Such a nonitoring
system shoul d enable the State to shape appropriate and conprehensi ve policies
to protect vul nerable groups and to bridge existing disparities between urban
and rural areas. FEfforts should be nmade to ensure inplenentati on of policies
and neasures for the pronotion and protection of the rights of the child, in
cooperation with United Nations bodi es and the specialized agencies, including
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar and ot her

i nternational mechani sns, the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Qultural O ganization (UNESCO, the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the Wrld Health O ganization (WHO
and the International Labour O ganization (I1LO.

166. The Committee recomrends that the State party, in the light of
articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, undertake all appropriate neasures to
the maxi numextent of its available resources to ensure that sufficient
budgetary allocation is provided to social services for children and that
particular attention is paid to the protection of children belonging to

vul nerabl e and margi nalized groups. In this regard, the Conmttee suggests
that the “child-inpact” of decisions taken by the authorities be assessed on
an ongoi ng basi s.
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167. Wth regard to the full inplenentation of the principles |aid dow by
articles 2, 3, 6 and 12 in the Convention, the Comm ttee suggests that the
State party fully integrate themin all its policies, laws, actions and
programres affecting children at all levels, including on the admnistrative
and judicial levels, especially with regard to children belonging to ethnic
and religious mnority groups, the girl child, disabled children and children
living in rural and renote areas.

168. In the field of the right to citizenship, the Conmttee is of the view
that the State party should, in the light of articles 2 (non-discrimnation)
and 3 (best interests of the child), abolish the categorization of citizens
as well as the nmention on the national identity card of the religion and the
ethnic origin of citizens, including children. 1In the view of the Commttee,
all possibility of stigmatization and denial of the rights recogni zed by the
Conventi on shoul d be avoi ded.

169. Wile encouraged by initiatives taken by the authorities to raise

awar eness on the Convention, the Conmttee recormends that the State party

| aunch a systematic informati on canpaign, for both children and adults, on the
Convention on the Rghts of the Child. Consideration should be given to the
i ncorporation of the Convention in the school curricula and appropriate
nmeasures should be taken to facilitate access by children to information
produced about their rights. The Commttee suggests that the State party
devel op a conprehensive training programe, especially focusing on child
abuse, for professional groups working for and/or w th children, including
judges, |awyers, |aw enforcenment and arny personnel, health professionals,
teachers, social workers, and personnel working in child-care institutions.
In this regard, the Conmittee suggests that the State party envi sage
cooperation with United Nations bodies, including UNICEF, the specialized
agenci es and national and/or international non-governnental organizations.

170. The Committee recomrends that the national |aw and practice with regard
to adoption be nade to conformfully with the Convention, including the
principle of the best interests of the child (art. 3). The Commttee al so
suggest that the State party envisage ratifying the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

of 1993.

171. The Committee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures, including | egal neans, to fully inplenent articles 13, 14 and 15

of the Convention. It suggests that the State party give an alternative
educati on choi ce to non-Buddhi st and poor children and that the State party
take all measures to fully guarantee the freedons of association and speech as
well as the right to peaceful assenbly.

172. The Committee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to provi de access to health services throughout the country and to
all children, including the ones living in the nost renote areas as well as
the ones belonging to mnority groups. The State party should al so take
appropriate action to offer better protection and access to social services to
physically and nmental |y disabl ed children
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173. The Committee further recomrends that the State party take al
appropriate measures, including by reinforcing existing internationa
cooperation progranmmes, to reduce the rates of school drop-out and repetition.
It also reconmends that the State party allocate resources to translate schoo
materials into mnority |anguages in order to encourage schools and teachers
in the appropriate regions to provide education in mnority |anguages.

174. Wi le wel com ng the recent peace agreenents between the Governnment and a
great najority of arned rebel groups in the country, the Commttee strongly
recommends that the State party prevent any occurrence of forced rel ocation

di spl acenent and ot her types of involuntary popul ati on novenents whi ch deeply
affect famlies and the rights of children. The Committee al so recommends

that the State party reinforce its central tracing agency to favour famly
reuni fication

175. Furthernore, the Committee strongly recommends that all reported cases
of abuse, rape and/or violence against children committed by nmenbers of the
armed forces be rapidly, inpartially, thoroughly and systematically

i nvestigated. Appropriate judicial sanctions should be applied to
perpetrators and w de publicity shoul d be given to such sanctions.

176. The Committee strongly recomrends that the arny of the State party
shoul d absolutely refrain fromrecruiting under-aged children, in the |ight of
exi sting international human rights and hunmanitarian standards. Al forced
recrui tment of children should be abolished as well as their involvenent in
forced | abour.

177. Wth a viewto fully protecting children who work within their famly,
the Commttee recomends that the State party anmend its existing |egislation
appropriately. The Committee al so recommends that the authorities take al
necessary measures to prevent and conbat, by legal or any other appropriate
action, the exploitation of adopted children including through |abour.

178. The Committee al so recommends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to prevent and conbat child abuse, including sexual abuse, and the
sale and trafficking of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
The Comm ttee encourages the establishnent of bilateral agreenents between
concerned parties to prevent and conbat transnational trafficking and sal e of
children for sexual exploitation

179. The Committee recommends that all necessary neasures be taken by the
State party to fully inplenment article 39 of the Convention, especially to
pronot e the physical and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of
children victins of armed conflict, abuse and negl ect, any formof violence,

i ncl uding rape, child [ abour and forced | abour, sexual exploitation and
trafficking and sale. The Committee would |ike to suggest that the State
party consi der seeking international assistance in this area from appropriate
Uni ted Nations bodies, including UNICEF, the specialized agencies and

non- gover nrent al or gani zati ons.

180. The Conmmittee reconmmends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
conprehensi ve reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
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standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh Quidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to using deprivation of liberty
only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest possible period of tine;
to ensuring humane conditions of detention, taking into account the specific
needs of children including separation fromadult detainees; to the rights of
the child to | egal assistance and judicial review, to due process of |aw and
to the full independence and inpartiality of the judiciary. Training
programres on the rel evant international standards should be organized for all
those professionals involved with the systemof juvenile justice. An

i ndependent noni tori ng mechani sm national and/or international, should
guarantee the full inplenentation of those rights. Finally, the Commttee
woul d like to suggest that the State party consider seeking international
assistance in the area of the adm nistration of juvenile justice fromthe H gh
Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Rights and the Grinme Prevention and Orim nal
Justice Division of the Secretari at.

181. The Committee encourages di al ogue and international cooperation,
especially in the field of human rights, including those of children, between
the State party and the international comunity. The Committee reconmends
that, in the spirit of international cooperation in the area of human rights,
including children's rights, the State party inplenment all the recommendati ons
made by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Manmar.
Wil e appreciating the fact that the Union of Mjanmar is a State party to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Commttee al so suggests that it
envi sage ratifying other major international human rights treaties.

182. The Committee recomrends that in accordance with article 44,

paragraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report presented by Myannar be
made widely available to the public at large and that considerati on be given
to publication of the report along with the relevant summary records and the
concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Committee. Such a document
shoul d be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention, its inplementation and nonitoring within the Government and the
general public, including concerned non-governmental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations: Syrian Arab Republic

183. The Committee considered the initial report of the Syrian Arab Republic
(CRC/ 28/ Add. 2) at its 360th to 362nd neetings (CRC ¢ SR 360-362) held
on 16 and 17 January 1997 and adopted* the foll ow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

184. The Committee w shes to express its appreciation for the constructive
di al ogue engaged with the delegation. Wile it welcones the subm ssion by the
Syrian Arab Republic of its initial report and witten answers to its list of
issues (CROCQ@SYR 1), the Conmittee regrets the lack of information provi ded

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997.
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on the inplenentation of the principles and provisions of the Convention in
practice, preventing it fromobtaining a nore detailed picture of the
situation of children within the country.

B. Positive factors

185. The Committee notes with appreciation that the Convention is fully

i ncorporated into donestic law, and that the Gvil Code and the Code of
Cimnal Procedure expressly provide that their provisions shall not apply in
case they conflict with a provision of an international Convention in force in
Syria. The Commttee al so wel cones the fact that a nunber of provisions of
donestic law are currently being reviewed in order to ensure their conformty
with the principles and provisions of the Convention.

186. The Committee wel cones the initiatives taken by the Governnment, such as
the establishnent at the mnisterial level of a Hgher Conmittee for Child

Vel fare, the setting up of a National Committee for Children to monitor the

i npl enentation of the Convention in Syria and the adoption of a National Plan
of Action to inplenment the Wrld Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Devel oprent of Children in the 1990s.

187. The Committee notes with appreciation that education is free of charge
at all levels and that it has been nade conpul sory at the primary | evel by the
Conpul sory Education Act No. 35 of 1981.

188. The Committee further notes with appreciation the intention of the
Covernnent to publish its initial report, as well as the summary records of
the debate with the Commttee and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

189. The Committee notes that the State party, as a result of the occupation
of a part of its territory, is not in a position to exercise control over al

of its territory and consequently cannot ensure the inplementation of the
Convention in all parts of the country. The Commttee also notes in this
context that the inportant budget devoted to mlitary expenditure and the
insufficient budget allocated to the social sector may contribute to hanpering
the enjoyment by children of their rights under the Convention.

D. Principal subjects of concern

190. The Conmittee is concerned that the broad nature of the reservations
made by the State party to articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Conventi on nay cause
m sunder st andi ngs about the nature of the State’s commitnent to inplenenting
the rights covered by these articles.

191. Wile welcom ng the existence of governnent bodies conpetent to dea
with the welfare of children at the national |level, the Conmittee expresses
its concern at the insufficient coordinati on between these bodies as well as
bet ween national and | ocal bodies in devel opi ng a conprehensi ve approach to
the inplementation of the Convention.
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192. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient measures taken to
systematically gather reliable quantitative and qualitative data on all areas
covered by the Convention in relation to all groups of children, so as to

eval uate progress achieved and to assess the inmpact of policies adopted with
respect to children, with particul ar enphasis on education, health, child

| abour, refugee children and children belonging to mnorities, the girl child,
children involved with the admnistration of juvenile justice, disabled
children, children victins of abuse or ill-treatnment and children |iving

and/ or working in the street.

193. Wil e acknow edging the initiatives undertaken to pronote awareness of
the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Coomittee remnains
concerned at the insufficient neasures taken to ensure that the principles and
provi sions are nmade wi dely known to children, parents, officials and

prof essionals working with and for children. In this regard, it is
particularly concerned that the training in the field of children’ s rights
provi ded to menbers of the police force and other |aw enforcement officials,
judicial personnel, teachers at all |evels of education, social workers and
nmedi cal personnel is insufficient and not systenatic. The Commttee is al so
concerned at the | ack of nmeasures taken to publish and di ssem nate the text of
the Convention within the public, in formats intended both for children and
adults and according to their |evels of education

194. The Committee notes with concern that the best interests of the child,
the prohibition of discrimnation and the respect for the views of the child
and his or her right to participate in famly, school and social life are not
fully reflected in domestic legislation and inplenented in practice. It is
al so concerned at the lack of conformty of relevant donestic laws with the
definition of the child under the Convention, especially at the | ow age of
crimnal responsibility (7) and of access to enpl oynent.

195. The Committee expresses its concern at the persistence of discrimnatory
attitudes towards girls, including the practice of early marriage, and towards
children born out of wedl ock. Moreover, the |lower narriageable age for girls
than for boys raises questions as to its conpatibility with the Convention, in
particular article 2.

196. As regards the inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of neasures taken to ensure the

i npl enentation of children’s economc, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum extent of the State’ s avail able resources, with particul ar enphasis on
heal th and education. The Committee is particularly concerned at the
insufficient policies, neasures and programmes for the protection of the
rights of the nmost vul nerable children, especially children living in poverty,
the girl child, disabled children, children victins of abuse, children

bel onging to mnority groups and children who are living and/or working in the
street.

197. The situation of refugee and Syrian-born Kurdish children is a matter of
concern to the Coonmittee in the light of article 7 of the Convention. 1In this
regard, the Conmttee notes the absence of facilities for the registration of
refugee children born in Syria, and that Syrian-born Kurdish children are

consi dered either as foreigners or as nakt ouneen (unregi stered) by the Syrian
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authorities and face great admnistrative and practical difficulties in
acquiring Syrian nationality, although they have no other nationality at
birth.

198. Wth regard to education, the Conmittee notes with concern the high
drop-out rates fromthe secondary |evel, especially anong girls, the high
teacher/student ratio and the | ack of adequate |earning and teachi ng
facilities. The Committee further notes that the school curricula do not
yet contain a programme on human rights and children’ s rights education

199. The Committee is concerned at the | ack of appropriate neasures to conbat
and prevent ill-treatnment and abuse within the famly and to provi de physica
and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration to children victins of
such ill-treatnent and abuse, and at the |ack of information provided on this
matter. The Committee al so notes with concern that disciplinary nmeasures in
school s often consi st of corporal punishment although it is prohibited by | aw

200. The Commttee notes with concern that the mni mumage for enpl oynent of
children is too low and that children working in famly enterprises are not
protected by the rel evant provisions of Labour Act No. 91 of 1959, including
on the mni mum age of enpl oynent, the prohibition of night work and ot her
protecti on neasures with regard to harnful occupations. Furthernore, the
Conmittee expresses its concern at reports of exploitation of child I abour in
the agricultural sector and at the lack of nmeans available in rural areas to
conbat and prevent this phenonenon.

201. The Conmttee expresses its concern at the systemof the admnistration
of juvenile justice in the State party, which does not conformto articles 37
and 40 of the Convention and other relevant United Nations standards in this
field, such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations
Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. It notes in
particular that children may be deprived of liberty at a very |ow age and t hat
sufficient attention has not been paid to date to find alternatives to
institutional care of children

E. Suggest i ons and recommendat i ons

202. The Conm ttee encourages the State party to reviewits reservations to
articles 14, 20 and 21 of the Convention. 1In this regard, the Conmmittee
underlines that interpretative declarations by the State party m ght have the
desired effect of clarifying the State position in respect of these particul ar
rights.

203. Wile it welcones the establishment of the H gher Conmttee for Child
Vel fare and the National Committee for Children, the Comm ttee recomrends that
further efforts be devel oped, through these committees, to increase and
systemati ze vertical coordination between central and | ocal adninistrations
and bodies involved in the protection of the rights of the child and in the

i npl enentation of the various policies and progranmres thereon.

204. The Commttee reconmends that the systemof data collection be inproved
and that it identify appropriate and specific disaggregated indicators to
allow the identification of sectors where further action is needed and the
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assessnent of progress achieved in all areas covered by the Convention in al
parts of the country and with regard to all groups of children, including
children in especially difficult circunstances. The Conmittee notes the
willingness of the State party to receive technical assistance in this
particular area and it reconmmends that cooperation be devel oped with UN CEF
The Comm ttee al so suggests that the State party consider incorporating inits
National Plan of Action data reflecting all areas covered by the Convention.

205. The Commttee al so recomrends that the State party continue and increase
its activities in the field of the pronoti on of public awareness of the
princi pl es and provisions of the Convention, in the light of article 42 of the
Convention, and that it set up programres for the continuous training of
officials and professionals working with and for children, including menbers

of the police force and other |aw enforcenent officials, judicial personnel
teachers at all levels of education, social workers and nedical personnel.

The Commttee al so recomrends that, within the review of the school curricula
currently under way, special enphasis be nade on the incorporation of the
general principles of the Convention in the programes of education.

206. The Commttee reconmends that the State party pursue its efforts with a
viewto ensuring full conformty of its national |laws with the Convention
havi ng due regard for the general principles of the Convention, in particular
those relating to the best interests of the child, the prohibition of
discrimnation and the respect for the views of the child and his or her
right to participate in famly, school and social life. In this regard,

the Comm ttee recomrends that specific provisions be incorporated wherever
appropriate, in the lawto reflect those principles and that the provisions
relating to the mninumage of narriage for girls, the age of crim nal
responsi bility, the m nimum age of access to enploynment and work in famly
enterprises be reviewed and brought into line with the principles of the
Convention as a natter of priority.

207. The Commttee reconmends that information canpai gns be | aunched to
prevent and conbat prevailing discrimnation against girls. The Committee
al so recomends that appropriate pro-active neasures be adopted for the
protection of children born out of wedl ock.

208. The Commttee al so recommends that, in the light of article 4 of the
Convention, priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of the
econom c, social and cultural rights of children, with particular enphasis on
heal th and education, and on the enjoynent of these rights by children

bel ongi ng to the nost disadvantaged groups. In this regard, the Committee
suggests that the mnistries responsible for overall planning and budgeting be
fully involved in the activities of the H gher Commttee on Child Wl fare and
the National Committee on Children, with a viewto ensuring that their

deci sions have a direct and i nmedi ate inpact on the budget.

209. As regards the enjoynment of their rights under article 7 of the
Convention by refugee children born in Syria and by Syrian-born Kurdish
children, the Coomittee underlines that the right to be registered and to
acquire a nationality should be guaranteed to all children under the Syrian
Arab Republic’s jurisdiction without discrimnation of any kind, irrespective
in particular, of the child s or his or her parents’ or |egal guardians’ race,
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religion or ethnic origin, inline with article 2 of the Convention. The
Conmittee al so reconmends that the State party consider the ratification of
the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol,
as well as the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness.

210. The Commttee reconmends that special attention be paid by the
authorities to the problemof ill-treatnent and abuse of children within the
fam |y and of corporal punishment in schools. |In this regard, the Commttee
stresses the need for information and educati on canpaigns to prevent and
conbat the use of any form of physical or nental punishnment within the famly
or in schools, as well as for the establishnent of a conplaint nechani sm
intended to benefit children victins of such ill-treatnment or abuse.

The Commttee further reconmends that nechanisns for the physical and
psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of children victinms of such
ill-treatment and abuse be established.

211. The Commttee further recommends that the provisions of Labour Act
No. 91 of 1959 relating to the protection of children with regard to
enpl oynent be reviewed and brought into line with the Convention, in
particular its article 32. The Commttee suggests that the State party
consider the ratification of I1LO Convention No. 138 on m ni num age for
adm ssion to enpl oynent .

212. The Commttee recomends that the State party envi sage undertaking a
reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of articles 37, 39

and 40 of the Convention and other United Nations standards in this field,
such as the Beijing Rules, the R yadh Quidelines and the United Nations Rul es
for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. To this end, the
Conmi ttee suggests that the State party avail itself of the technica

assi stance programmes of the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights and the
Cime Prevention and Oimnal Justice Dvision of the Secretariat. The
Committee further suggests that the setting up of an independent nonitoring
body to receive and consi der conplaints of children involved with the

adm ni stration of juvenile justice be duly considered by the Syrian
authorities.

213. The Commttee reconmmends that, in view of the |egislative review and
adoption of policies by the State party in the spirit of the principles and
provisions of the Convention, studies be conducted, in close cooperation wth
UN CEF and national and international non-governnental organizations, notably
inthe fields of health and fam |y planning, educati on and human rights
education, and early marriage and child abuse, including sexual abuse of
children within the famly.

214. Finally, while recalling the intention of the State party to publish its
initial report, as well as the sumrary records of the debate with the

Conmmi ttee and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon, the Committee
recommends, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, that
such publications be nmade widely available to the public at large in order to
gener ate debate and awareness of the Convention, its inplenentation and
nmonitoring within the Government, the Parlianent and the general public,

i ncl udi ng concerned non-governnental organi zati ons.
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Concl udi ng observations: New Zeal and

215. The Commttee considered the initial report of New Zeal and
(CRC/ 28/ Add. 3) at its 363rd to 365th neetings (CRC U SR 363-365),
on 20 and 21 January 1997, and adopted* the follow ng concl udi ng observati ons:

A | nt roduction

216. The Conmttee expresses its appreciation to the State party for its
detail ed report, which has been prepared in conformty with the Conmttee's
gui del i nes, and for the subm ssion by the Governnment of New Zeal and of witten
replies toits list of issues (CROCQ@NzlI.1). It notes with satisfaction the
suppl ementary i nformati on provi ded by the del egation during and after the
consi deration of its report and the constructive dial ogue with the del egation
of the State party.

B. Positive factors

217. The Comm ttee wel comes the adoption of the Domestic Protection Act 1995
whi ch provides greater protection to the victins of domestic violence than was
avai |l abl e under the former donestic violence legislation, and in particul ar
the extension of protection under the donestic protection systemto children.

218. The Commttee notes with interest the increasing enphasis on nonitoring
and eval uation of the inpact on children of proposed |egislation and policies
affecting children. In particular, it welconmes the inclusion of specific

nmoni toring and eval uation procedures for new policy proposals submtted to
Cabi net .

219. The Commttee wel comes the wi de range of support services that are
avail able to assist children with a disability to enhance their devel opnent
and maxi mze their potential.

220. The Commttee wel cones the application of the age discrimnation

provi sions of the Human R ghts Act 1993 to include coverage of young persons
aged 16 years and ol der, and the fact that the Human Ri ghts Commi ssion can
recei ve conplaints fromchildren.

221. The Commttee wel comes the State party's initiative of convening a
“Youth Parlianent” as a neans of realizing an inportant dinmension of
article 12 of the Convention.

C Principal subjects of concern

222. The Commttee is concerned about the broad nature of the reservations
made to the Convention by the State party, which raise questions as to their
conpatibility with the object and purpose of the Convention. Moreover, the
Conmittee regrets that the State party has not extended the Convention wth
respect to the territory of Tokelau, which is not at present a sovereign State
and renains a non-sel f-governing territory in inportant respects.

* At the 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997.
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223. The Conmttee regrets that the State party’s approach to the rights of
the child appears to be sonewhat fragnented, as there is no global policy or
pl an of action which incorporates the principles and provisions of the
Convention, enconpassing all the areas covered by the Conventi on.

224. The Conmttee notes with concern the |ack of conformty of rel evant
donestic laws with the definition of the child under the Convention,
especially with regard to the mnimumage for charging a child with serious
of fences and the m ni num age of access to enploynent. The Commttee further
notes with concern the appearance of a w de range of age cut-offs - which do
not appear to be necessarily consistent - under |egislation adm nistered by
vari ous government entities for eligibility for different types of governnent
support.

225. Wile viewsing with interest the extensive del egati on to non-governnent a
organi zations of delivery of certain support services to children and their
famlies, the Conmittee considers that the ultinmate responsibility for the
qual ity of such Government-supported services rests with the State party - be
it at the central or local level - and that del egated programres need carefu
nonitoring and evaluation. In this regard, the Conmittee al so notes that the
public funding of such non-governnental organizations may rai se questions as
to their independence.

226. The Conmttee notes with concern the insufficient neasures adopted to
ensure effective coordi nati on between different governnmental departments
conpetent in areas covered by the Convention as well as between the centra
and |l ocal authorities. The Committee is concerned that this may not only
result in a lack of a central focal point for coordinati ng governmnenta
action, but also |lead to inconsistency in governnment action.

227. The Commttee is concerned about the insufficiency of nmeasures to
col l ect disaggregated statistical data, including in relation to the

regi stration of conplaints fromchildren, and other infornation on the
situation of children, especially those belonging to the nost vul nerable
groups. The absence of qualitative and quantitative information on the status
of children nmakes the assessnent of the inplenmentati on of the Convention
difficult.

228. As regards the inplementation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Commttee is concerned that the extensive econom c reformprocess undertaken
in New Zeal and since the m d-1980s has affected the budgetary resources
avai |l abl e for support services for children and their famlies and that al
necessary neasures to ensure the enjoynent by children of their economc
social and cultural rights to the maxi numextent of the State’s resources have
not been undert aken.

229. The Conmittee regrets the rise in the nunber of single-parent famlies
and i s concerned about the lack of a concerted strategy by the State party to
address the needs of children affected by this trend.

230. The Commttee expresses its concern at the authorization provided by
section 59 of the Oimes Act to use physical force against children as
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puni shment within the famly, provided that the force is reasonable in the
circunstances. Moreover, the Conmttee notes the insufficient nmeasures taken

to address the issue of ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse,
within the famly, as well as the issues of physical and psychol ogi cal
recovery and social reintegration of children victins of such ill-treatment or
abuse.

231. The Conmttee expresses its serious concern at the high rate of youth
sui cide in New Zeal and.

232. The Conmttee notes with concern that the Maori popul ation | ags
significantly behind the non-Maori popul ation in nost statistics of

wel | -being, thus reflecting that insufficient neasures have been undertaken to
protect and pronote the enjoynment of the rights of this popul ati on group, and
of Maori children in particular.

233. The Conmittee notes with regret that the State party does not have a
conprehensive policy to deal with the issue of child I abour, a basic m ni num
age of adm ssion to enploynment, or a range of mninmumages for different types
of work and worki ng conditions.

234. The Conmttee expresses its preoccupati on that governnent support
services to refugees and asyl um seekers, including children, appear to be
differentiated according to whether persons are adnmtted as refugees under
agreenent with UNHCR or are present in the country as the result of an

i ndi vidual *'s application for asylum

D. Suggest i ons and recommendat i ons

235. In the spirit of the Vienna Declarati on and Programme of Action adopted
by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in June 1993 which urged States to

wi t hdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Conmittee wi shes to encourage the State party to take steps to withdraw its
reservations to the Convention. Furthernore, the Commttee encourages

New Zeal and to extend the application of the Convention with respect to the
territory of Tokel au.

236. The Commttee suggests that the State party prepare and adopt a
conprehensi ve policy statement with respect to the rights of the child,

i ncorporating the principles and provisions of the Convention, that could
provi de gui dance to all those involved in support services delivered or funded
by the Government.

237. The Commttee reconmends that the Covernnent pursue the process of
bringing existing legislation into line with the principles and provisions of
the Convention. 1In this regard, the Conmittee suggests that the m ni nrum age
for being charged with very serious crininal offences and for access to

enpl oynent be reviewed as a matter of priority.

238. Wiile the Conmittee is encouraged that a review of all governnent
policy, admnistrative practice and legislation is under way to determ ne
consistency with the Human R ghts Act 1993, the Conmittee suggests that a
separate or conplenentary review take place, taking into account the
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princi pl es and provi sions of the Convention, of all aspects of governnent
policy, admnistrative practice and | egislation having an inpact on children.
Furthermore, the Committee suggests that the office of Conm ssioner for

Chil dren be strengthened and that further consideration be given to nmeasures
whi ch woul d give the office increased i ndependence and nmake it accountabl e
directly to Parlianent.

239. The Commttee recommends that a further review of the systemof data
coll ection be undertaken, giving priority attention to the identification of
appropriate di saggregated indicators, including in the field of conplaint
registration, with a viewto addressing all areas covered by the Convention
and all groups of children, particularly the nmost di sadvantaged.

240. The Commttee reconmends that, with respect to the inplenmentation of
article 4 of the Convention, budget allocations should be made to the maxi mum
extent of the State party’ s avail able resources and should give priority to
the realization of the economc, social and cultural rights of children, and
that particular attention be paid to children bel onging to the nost

di sadvant aged groups. The Conmmittee al so suggests that the State party
undertake a study on the inpact on children and their famlies of the econonic
reform process that has been ongoing for the |ast several years in terns of
its inpact on governnent budgetary resources avail able for support services,
as well as on the inpact of unenpl oynment and changed conditi ons of enpl oynent
on children, young persons and their famlies. Conclusions fromsuch a study
could be a useful starting point for devel oping a conprehensive strategy for
future action

241. The Commttee suggests that a study on the projected needs of
single-parent fanilies be nmade in light of this increasing trend, and that
nmeasures be taken to suppl ement those already in place to avoid potentia
negati ve consequences for these children and their parents in the future.

242. The Conm ttee suggests that the State party continue to give priority to
studyi ng the possi bl e causes of youth suicide and the characteristics of those
who appear to be nost at risk, and take steps as soon as practicable to put in
pl ace additional support and intervention programres, be it in the field of
mental heal th, education, enploynent or another field, which could reduce this
tragi c phenomenon. In this regard, the State party may want to call on
CGovernnents and experts in other countries which al so nay have experience in
dealing with this problem

243. The Commttee reconmends that the State party review legislation with
regard to corporal punishment of children within the famly in order to
effectively ban all forns of physical or nmental violence, injury or abuse. It
further recommends that appropriate nechani sns be established to ensure the
physi cal and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of children
victinms of such ill-treatnent and abuse, in the light of article 39 of the
Conventi on.

244, Wiile noting the efforts nmade by the Government in the areas of health,
education and welfare with regard to the Maori popul ation, the Committee
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encourages the authorities to pursue and strengthen their programmes and
activities to fill the remaining gap between the Maori and the non- Maori
children.

245. The Commttee reconmends that the policy and lawin relation to child
| abour be reviewed and that the State party consider ratifying |LO Convention
No. 138 on mni num age for adm ssion to enpl oynent.

246. The Commttee reconmmends that all refugee children, including asylum
seekers comng to New Zeal and out si de UNHCR- or gani zed schenes, be given the
benefit of introduction assistance and Covernnent-delivered or -funded support
servi ces.

247. Finally, inthe light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Comm ttee recomrends that the publication of the initial report and witten
replies presented by the State party be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the
Commttee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debat e and awareness of the Convention, its inplenmentation and nonitoring
within the Governnent, the Parlianment and the general public, including wth

t he concerned non-governnental organizations.

. OVERVIEWOF THE OTHER ACTIVI TIES OF THE COW TTEE

A | nformal neeting

248. The Committee held its fifth informal neeting for two weeks in
Novenber 1996 in the Northern African region. Like the previous ones, this
i nformal meeting, organized in close cooperation with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF), was designed to ensure wider awareness of the
Convention on the Rghts of the Child, as well as of the activities of the
Commttee on the Rghts of the Child and its leading role in pronoting action
in favour of children and nonitoring progress nade by States parties in the
realization of children's rights. The infornal neeting was al so intended to
allow Conmittee nmenbers to better understand the situation of children in a
gi ven regional context, through on-site visits and contacts w th gover nnment
officials, representatives of United Nations bodi es, non-government al

organi zati ons and the donor community.

249. In the context of this neeting, the Committee visited two countries
whi ch had already subnmitted their initial reports, Mrocco and Egypt.

250. For this reason, the presence of the Conmittee was an i nmportant occasi on
to assess steps undertaken by the States parties concerned as a followup to

t he reconmmendati ons addressed to them while constituting an opportunity to
encourage further action in the ongoi ng process of inplenentation of the
Convention at the national |evel

251. The fifth infornal neeting was further intended to allow for substantive
consi deration of the subject of the rights of the girl in the specific context
of the region.
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252. The visit to Egypt was the occasion of the holding, for the first tine,
of joint meetings between the Commttee (CRC) and the Commttee on the

El i mnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen (CEDAW, an event CRC had often
recommrended and reflected in its previous reports (see A 47/41,
recommendation 3; CRC U 10 recomrendation 4, CRC (16, reconmendation 3;
CRC/ T 20, recomrendation 4, CRC U 38, reconmmendation; and CRC {43,
recommendation). Seven nmenbers of CRC and four menbers of CEDAW parti ci pat ed
inthe visit (including the Chairpersons of the two Commttees), as well as
representatives of UNICEF and the H gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Hunan R ghts

253.  Four nenbers of the Commttee went on field visit to Mrocco

(10-15 Novenber 1996) soon after the meeting with the delegation of the State
party in Cctober. The group nmet with the Mnister of Justice concurrently
appoi nted as Mnister of Human Rights, as well as high-level representatives
fromthe Mnistry of Foreign Affairs. The nmenbers of the Conmittee net the

| ocal government authorities in Fez and several non-governnental organizations

i nvol ved in programres for working children. 1In a rural area outside
Marrakech, the group net with community |eaders and visited integrated basic
services projects. In Casablanca it net non-governmnental organizations

concerned with the relief and rehabilitation of street children and visited a
centre for girls. The menbers of the Conmittee also net with nationa
non-gover nment al organi zati ons involved in a variety of projects for children

254. During the country visit to Egypt, nmenbers of the two Conmttees and the
ot her participants were received by Ms. Mibarak, Chairperson of the Nationa
Conmi ssion on Wnen, and held neetings with M. Amw Mssa, Mnister for
Foreign Affairs, as well as a nunber of high-level governnent officials

i ncl udi ng menbers of the National Council for Childhood and Mt herhood and the
Nat i onal Conm ssion for Wnen, and nmenbers of the Informati on and Deci sion
Support Centre of the Cabinet of Mnisters; nmenbers of Parliament;
representatives of United Nati ons bodi es and speci alized agenci es;
representatives of the Donors' sub-group on Wnen in Devel oprent ;

non- gover nent al organi zations involved in child rights and wonen's rights;
and representatives of the nmedia. A visit to an urban community project for
wonen and children was organi zed. A workshop on girls' rights and wonen's
rights chaired by the President of the Egyptian Parlianment, who is al so

the present Chairman of the Inter-Parlianentary Union, was also held

on 20 Novenber. Finally, private sessions were held between nenbers of the
two Commttees.

255.  The joint meetings enabled the two Commttees to have a fruitful
exchange of views on ways and neans to strengthen cooperation between them in
the spirit of integrating human rights as a whole and as a first step to
further interaction between treaty nonitoring bodies in general. Wen
review ng their methods of work, nmenbers of the two Conmittees reiterated sone
of the issues raised at the seventh neeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies, including the need for CEDAWto be provided with nore
adequat e servicing and the need to ensure an ongoing flow of information

bet ween CEDAW and the human rights programme on matters relevant to the rights
of wonen (and girl children).

256. In this respect, nention was nade of the various activities of the
H gh Cormmi ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts in relation to wonen and children
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including the Plan of Action to strengthen the inplenentation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the work of the Special Rapporteurs on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and on the sale of children, child prostitution and
chil d pornography, the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of Sl avery and the
rel evant progranmmes of action adopted by the Comm ssion on Human R ghts. The
attention of the Conmttees was drawn to present efforts to establish a |ink
between the website of the D vision for the Advancenent of Wnen and the hunan
rights website being devel oped by the Centre, and to the devel opnent of a

dat abase on treaty bodies. The need to define sonme priority issues of comon
interest (such as the withdrawal of reservations, health, education
protecti on agai nst viol ence, devel opment and participation) and to devel op
concrete social indicators on child rights and wonen's rights was al so
stressed. In this respect, it was suggested to incorporate in the general
part of the reporting guidelines (“core docunent”) gender-sensitive and
life-cycle sensitive data. The inportance of ensuring active and integrated
participation by the United Nati ons agenci es and bodi es and non- gover nment a
organi zations in the reporting and i npl ementati on process and in raising the
| evel of awareness on the rights of wonmen and children at the national |evel
was hi ghlight ed.

257. It was agreed that the neetings had contributed to establishing a
framework for nore interaction between the two Commttees and it was deci ded
to follow up with periodic neetings to ensure further collaboration in the
future on a regular basis. The nmeeting scheduled to take place in New York
on 9-11 Decenber on health, reproductive and sexual rights with the
participation of representatives of treaty bodi es was seen as a good
opportunity to continue and enlarge this collaboration

258. The visit also provided the two Commttees with an opportunity to
recei ve concrete information on the inplenentation of the two Conventions at
the country | evel, including progress achi eved and obstacl es still inpeding
the full realization of the rights of wonen and children in Egypt.

259. In the course of the workshop on girls' rights and wonen's rights,
nmention was made of the need to translate the conplenmentarity between the two
Conventions into concrete programres of cooperation at all levels, including
within the general franmework of the United Nations human rights programme;
the inportance of dissemnating information on both Conventions and their

i npl ement ati on mechani sns, and enlisting the support of the media in this
regard; the relevance of raising awareness on child rights and wonen's rights
and networ ki ng between the various rel evant agenci es and organs; the role of
education as a tool for enpowering woren and increasing the participation of
girls in the context of the country's devel opment, in particular through the
i ncorporation of international human rights instrunents in the school
curricula and qualitative inprovement of education, including the elimnation
of stereotypes, prejudices and discrimnation; the role of NG coalitions in
both areas and the possibility of developing joint plans of action; the need
for NG3s to ensure a |linkage with various sectors of civil society such as
parlianentarians, magistrates, teachers and | awyers; the need to inprove the
data collection-systemwith a viewto fornulating strategies and policies at
the country | evel and assessing the inpact of a joint systemof data

coll ection on wonen and children for the effective inplenentati on of both
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Conventions; and the need to tackle problens related to the girl child and to
the inplementation of both Conventions in the general context of the political
and soci o-econom ¢ situation.

B. Revi ew of devel opnents rel evant
to the work of the Committee

260. At the 348th neeting, the Rapporteur informed the Committee about
rel evant devel opnents at the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly.

261. Since a simlar exercise had taken place during the thirteenth session,
attention was paid to i nportant events which had occurred since Cctober 1996.
Her presentation is contained in annex IV to the present report.

262. At the same neeting the Chairperson inforned the Conmittee about the
Round Tabl e on Approaches of Hunman Rights Treaty Bodi es Towards Wnen's

Heal th, with a Focus on Reproductive and Sexual Health R ghts, organized
jointly by the United Nations Popul ation Fund, the D vision for the
Advancenent of Wnen and the H gh Comm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts, which
was held in New York from9 to 11 Decenber 1996, and in which she had
participated together with Ms. Hoda Badran. The nain goal of the neeting was
the inplementation of the Cairo and Beijing conferences' recommendations
relating to wormen's health, including reproductive and sexual health, and the
integration of issues relating to wonen's health rights into the nonitoring
and reporting nmechani sms of the human rights treaty bodies. The neeting had
provided, for the first time, an opportunity for representatives of all

six human rights treaty bodi es, relevant agenci es and non-gover nrent al

organi zations to assenbl e and exchange views on a specific thene, to evaluate
steps taken in the past and to consider a future strategy to be devel oped
jointly. In this regard, it was recomrended to institutionalize periodic
nmeetings of that nature with a view to addressing i ssues of a comon interest.
Moreover, it was proposed to organize a thenmatic day on the issue of
reproducti ve and sexual health on the occasion of the annual neeting of
persons chairing the treaty bodies, to take place in Septenber 1997. On the
sane occasion, a joint neeting was organi zed between the two Chairpersons of
the Commttee on the Rights of the Child and the Conmttee on the Elimnation
of Discrimnation agai nst Winen and the Executive Director of UN CEF.
Moreover, a joint press conference organi zed by UNCEF, the Division for the
Advancenent of Wnen and the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts was
hel d by the two Chairpersons, as a neans to reaffirmthe comon commitnents
made at the Cairo Conference and to strengthen cooperati on between the two
treaty bodies. Finally, the Chairperson participated, together with the
Speci al Rapporteur on the sale of children, in a nmeeting organi zed by UN CEF
on the followup to the Wrld Congress agai nst Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children, held in Stockhol min August 1996.

263. Ms. Flora C Eufemo inforned the Comm ttee about the regional
consultation on “The Convention on the R ghts of the Child: The Challenge of
I npl ement ati on” organi zed by Child R ghts Asianet together with UNICEF from
4 to 8 Novenber 1996 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam in which she
had participated, together with Ms. Sandra Mason. The purpose of the neeting
was to assist countries of the Asian-Pacific region in the process of

nmoni toring and reporting under the Convention on the R ghts of the Child.
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C Cooperation with United Nations and
ot her conpet ent bodi es

264. During the session, the Commttee held an exchange of views with
representatives of UNNCEF s Nutrition Section who briefed the Committee on the
Internati onal Code of Marketing of Breastm |k Substitutes. It was stressed
that breastfeeding was beneficial to the child, and nmenti on was made of the
potential risks of artificial feeding in the context of the best interests of
the child and the right of the child to enjoy the highest attainable standard
of health, as called for under the provisions of article 24 of the Convention.
In this connection, the relevance of article 24, paragraph 1 (e) highlighting
the need for information, access to education and support in the use of

t he advant ages of breastfeeding was nentioned. The advantages of the
Internati onal Code as a practical aid and appropriate nmeasure to protect and
pronmote the right to the highest attainable standard of health were recall ed.

265. The Commttee held a meeting with the Director of the Inter-Anerican
Children's Institute, a specialized body of the O ganization of Anerican
States, with a viewto identifying areas where the cooperati on between the two
bodi es coul d be strengthened and the inplenentation of the Convention on the
R ghts of the Child enhanced.

266. The Commttee was infornmed about the nain activities devel oped by the
Institute, particularly in view of the decision of its Executive Board to
ensure priority to the rights of the child within the political agenda of
nmenber States of the OAS. The Director expressed the willingness of the
Institute to have an active role in the provision of technical assistance to
States parties, in the preparation of reports on the inplenmentation of the
Convention, as well as in ensuring a followup to the recomrendati ons nmade by
the Commttee during the consideration of those reports. In this regard
nmenti on was made of steps already taken in the area of legal reform as well
as inthe field of training of professionals working with children, including
judges and | awyers.

267. He further stressed the inportance of the dissem nation of information
on the Convention and its inplenentati on process through QOAS institutions and
nmenber States, as a neans of enhanci ng awar eness about the principles and
provisions of the Convention, particularly in the countries where the
Convention was in force, and of pronoting its ratification in the case of
signatory States. Cooperation with regional nonitoring bodies including the
Inter-Amrerican Court on Human R ghts and the Inter-Ameri can Commi ssion on
VWnen woul d be strengthened, with a view to keeping the Conmttee inforned
about their relevant activities in the pronotion of the rights of the child.

268. Finally, he inforned the Conmttee about research activities devel oped
by the Institute, expressing its willingness to cooperate closely in this
field, including in relation to the annual themati c debates organi zed by the
Comm ttee.

269. After a fruitful exchange of views with nenbers of the Commttee, it was
decided to further strengthen this cooperation with the Institute and to
ensure an ongoi ng exchange of information. Reference was particularly nade to
the relevant role the Institute could play in pronoting awareness and
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di ssem nating information on the guidelines for periodic reports adopted by
the Commttee and in contributing to and participating in the thematic
di scussions held on children's rights.

270. The Conmttee also held a neeting with representatives of the
Internati onal Labour O ganization on ways of fostering existing cooperation
and strengthening the protection of children agai nst econom c exploitation,
particularly through | abour. The representative of the ILO stressed the

i mportance given by the 1LQ both at headquarters and in regional and country
offices, to the work of the Conmittee and especially to the concl uding
observations adopted follow ng the examnation of States parties' reports. In
this regard, ILO was undertaking an evaluation of the inpact of the concl uding
observations at the national level, and intended to present the results at the
end of 1997. Moreover, the activities of the Conmttee on the Rights of the
Child were periodically transnmtted to various |ILO bodies, including the
Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Reconmendati ons

and the International Labour Conference. The representative of the ILO
further recalled that the 1998 Labour Conference would consider a new
instrunent to conbat the nost dangerous forns of child | abour, nanely the

enpl oynent of children in slave-like and bonded conditions and in dangerous
and hazardous work. Wth that aim a questionnaire had been prepared and

sent to CGovernnents to seek their comments on the contents of such a new
ILOinstrunent. It was the view of the ILO that the suggestions of the
Conmittee on this process would be of great value, and for this reason a
nmeeting was organi zed with M. Tapiola, Deputy Director-Ceneral of the ILQ

271. During that neeting, Conmttee menbers stressed the inportance of
continuing to cooperate closely with the ILOin the process of setting new
standards designed to abolish the intolerable forns of exploitation of
children in hazardous work and activities. It was recalled that the
Convention on the Rghts of the Child had been widely ratified, and that its
principles and provisions, particularly article 32, had called on States
parties to have due regard to the relevant norns of international instrunents,
including in the areas of mninumages for adm ssion to enpl oynment and
duration and conditions of enploynent.

272. Committee menbers further recalled that a general discussion had been
organi zed on the protection of the child agai nst econom c exploitation (see
A 41/ 49, paras. 560-572) when a set of inportant reconmmendations had been
made, many of which were in fact reflected in the questionnaire prepared by
the 1LO

273. This was the case of the areas identified as the nost extrene forns of
child labour. As did the |ILO docurment, the Commttee had called for the
absol ute prohibition of situations of servitude, including forced and

conpul sory | abour, debt bondage, sale and trafficking of children, and
activities using the child for punishable crimnal purposes, including child
prostitution and pornography or drug trafficking.

274. In its general debate, the Commttee had further included a reference to
all those activities that were dangerous or harnful to the child s physical
mental and spiritual devel opment or were liable to jeopardize the future
education and training of the child. 1In that regard, it was noted that
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I LO standards usual |y enphasi zed the inportance of “health, safety and
noral s”, referred to in article 32 of the Convention, but failed to nention
education, an area the future instrument would be in a position to

i ncor por at e.

275. It was al so suggested that the question of the social reintegration of
children victins of child | abour should be considered in the newtext, in the
light of article 39 of the Convention and of the rel evant reconmendati ons nade
by the Conmittee in its general debate. Attention was also paid to the

vul nerability of disadvantaged groups of children, including girls and
children belonging to mnority groups or who are indigenous, which in fact
confirned the rel evance of the principle of non-discrimnation, as recognized
by article 2 of the Convention. Such a concern should also be reflected in
the process of collecting data, which shoul d, inter alia, be further

di saggregated by ethnic and social origin.

276. In the area of nonitoring, it was recalled that the Conmttee had
stressed the inportance of the establishnent of a national mechanismwth a
conpr ehensi ve and nul tidisciplinary conposition, which would act as a foca

poi nt, gather infornation, coordinate policies, nmonitor progress and consider
new strategies for the protection of children fromecononic exploitation. The
adoption of national programmes of action to elimnate all extrene forns of
child | abour was an inportant step in this direction. Simlar consideration
coul d be given to the adoption of regional and subregional progranmes

277. For all these reasons, the new instrument should contain a specific
reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to the Committee,
and pronote a holistic approach to the protection of children's rights.

278. The Commttee further suggested that in its research activities, the ILO
shoul d study the question of child labour within the famly context, a
situation still insufficiently documented but which paved the way for abuse

as sone reports examned by the Committee had illustrated.

279. The Commttee was al so briefed about the International Programme on the
Elimnation of Child Labour (IPEC) by its Programme Manager. 1In the |ight of
nmenor anda of under standi ng concl uded with Governnents in different parts of
the world, support was being given to countries to develop their capacity to
apprai se the nature and extent of child |abour, identify priority target
groups, and adopt and inplenment policies and programes aimng at the
elimnation of child |labour. Both the ILO conventions and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child constituted the | egal framework for the activities
pursued by the Programme, which gave due consideration to the concl uding
observations adopted by the Conmttee. The Programme Manager stressed that
the elimnation of child |Iabour was high on the international politica
agenda, as illustrated by the various international conferences scheduled to
take place in the near future on this topic, including a conference on the
nost intolerable forns of child |abour to be held in February in Ansterdam a
conference to take place in Cctober in Gslo, as well as regional neetings

in Africa (Cairo, February 1997), Latin Anmerica and Asia (Bangkok,

Novenber 1997).
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280. In the framework of its ongoing cooperation w th non-governnenta

organi zati ons, which had been of decisive inportance to the inplenentation of
the Convention, the Commttee held an informal nmeeting with the NGO G oup for
the Convention on the Rghts of the Child. The discussions ained at
assessing, in view of the past experience, how best the NGO comunity

coul d cooperate with the Coomittee. Particular attention was paid to the
NG3s' witten submssions to the Conmttee, to the value of the pre-sessiona
wor ki ng group procedures, as well as to the inpact of the backlog on the
reporting process. The nmenbers of the Committee enphasized the rel evance of
NGO contributions to its work, including studying the concrete situation of
children in States parties, identifying priority areas for action and
suggesting concrete measures for inproving the effective enjoynent of
children's rights. The valuable input provided by NGOs to the thematic

di scussions of the Commttee was al so highlighted. The NGO G oup was
encouraged to keep those topics under consideration and to continue to pronote
a followup to the recomendati ons adopted by the Committee during its genera
debat es.

281. The Commttee also held a working nmeeting with a representative of
Chil dwat ch I nternational, who spoke about the project on indicators on the
rights of the child devel oped by this organization. The representative
informed the Comm ttee about the progress nade in the different country
studi es, whose nain framework was the Convention and its inplenentation
process. The aimof the project was not sinply to identify a list of core

i ndicators, but rather to consider themin the national and cultural context
within which the child was living. She noted the inportance the project
attached to the use of child rights indicators, with a view to di saggregating
exi sting informati on and identifying the nost di sadvantaged chil dren, rather
than to traditional childhood indicators which would only point out genera
trends. The Conmittee expressed interest in continuing to be informed about
this inportant project.

282. The Commttee held an informal neeting with Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, Speci al
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human R ghts on the situation of human rights
inthe territory of the forner Yugoslavia. The Conmi ssion was inforned about
the particular vulnerability of children, especially in the areas of education
and health, and the inportance of pronoting tol erance and nmutual understandi ng
in the school curricula, as well as on the difficult situation of children who
were refugees, internally displaced or orphans.

283. The exchange of views |led to the reaffirnation of the rel evance of
ensuring cl ose cooperation between the Conmittee and rel evant nechani sns of
the Comm ssion on Human R ghts. In relation to the nmandate of the Specia
Rapporteur, the Committee wel coned the attention paid in her reports to the
human rights of children in the framework of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

284. Reiterating its previous commitnent to protect children's rights

during and foll owing situations of armed conflicts, the Conmittee participated
in the third session of the working group on a draft optional protocol to

the Convention on the R ghts of the Child on involvenent of children in
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armed conflicts. The Conmttee was represented by M. Youri Kol osov and
Ms. Marta Santos Pais who nade a statenent on behalf of the Commttee, which
is reflected in the report of the Wrking Goup (E CN 4/1997/96).

285. The participation of Commttee menbers allowed for an exchange of views
on various aspects of the draft optional protocol, nanely in relation to
mlitary schools and the need for their curricula to be guided by the ains of
education as recognized by article 29 of the Convention, and the inportance of
i ncorporating a provision designed to prevent the recruitment of children by
non- gover nnent al groups under the age of 18.

D. Future thenatic debate

286. The Commttee decided to devote its next thematic debate to the
consi deration of the rights of children with disabilities, particularly in the
light of the general principles of the Convention.

287. This debate is schedul ed to take place on 6 Cctober 1997. A working
group was established, conposed of Ms. Karp, M. Kolosov and Ms. Mason, to
prepare an outline for the discussion.

V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FCR THE FI FTEENTH SESSI ON

288. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the fifteenth session
of the Committee:

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Sol ern decl aration by the newy el ected nenbers of the Commttee
3. El ection of officers of the Commttee

4, QO gani zational and other matters

5. Subm ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention
6. Consi deration of reports of States parties

7. Cooperation with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies

8. Met hods of work of the Conmittee
9. Future nmeetings of the Commttee
10. G her nmatters.
V. ADCPTI ON CF THE REPORT

289. At its 371st neeting, held on 24 January 1997, the Comm ttee adopted the
draft report on its fourteenth session.
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Annex |

STATES WH CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON
THE R GHTS OF THE CH LD AS AT 24 JANUARY 1997 (189)

St at es

Af ghani st an
Al bani a

Al geri a
Andorr a
Angol a

Anti gua and
Bar buda
Argentina
Ar mreni a
Australia
Austria

Azerbaij an
Bahanas
Bahr ai n
Bangl adesh
Bar bados

Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Bel i ze
Beni n
Bhut an

Bolivia
Bosni a and
Her zegovi na b/
Bot swana
Brazi |
Br unei
Dar ussal am

Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur und
Canbodi a
Caner oon

Date of signature

Date of receipt of Date of entry

27
26
26
14
12
29
22
26

30

26
19

26
26

25

26

31
26

22
25

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Cct ober 1995
February 1990

March 1991
June 1990

August 1990
January 1990

Cct ober 1990

January 1990
April 1990

January 1990
January 1990
March 1990
April 1990
June 1990

Mar ch 1990

January 1990

May 1990
January 1990
May 1990

Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1990

al Accession

b/  Successi on.

instrument of into force

ratification/

accession a/

28 March 1994 27 April 1994

27 February 1992 28 Narch 1992

16 April 1993 16 May 1993

2 January 1996 1 February 1996

5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991

5 Cctober 1993 4 Novenber 1993

4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991

23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993

17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991

6 August 1992 5 Sept enber 1992

13 August 1992 a/ 12 Septenber 1992

20 February 1991 22 March 1991

13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992

3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990

9 Cctober 1990 8 Novenber 1990

1 Cctober 1990 31 Cctober 1990

16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992

2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990

3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990

1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990

26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
6 March 1992

14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995

24 Sept enber 1990 24 Cct ober 1990

27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996

3 June 1991 3 July 1991

31 August 1990 30 Septenber 1990

19 Cctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990

15 Cctober 1992 14 Novenber 1992

11 January 1993 10 February 1993
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St at es

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo
Costa R ca

Cote d' lvoire

Coatia b/

Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/

Denocrati c
Peopl e’ s
Republ i ¢ of
Kor ea

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca

Dom ni can
Republ i c

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
Equat ori al
Qi nea
Eritrea

Est oni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Fi nl and

France

Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a
Ger many
Ghana

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

28 May 1990

30 July 1990
30 Septenber 1990
26 January 1990

29 August 1990
26 January 1990
30 Septenber 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
5 Cct ober 1990

23 August 1990
26 January 1990
30 Septenber 1990
26 January 1990

8 August 1990
26 January 1990

5 February 1990
26 January 1990

20 Decenber 1993

2 July 1993
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
5 February 1990

26 January 1990
29 January 1990

i nstrunent of

ratification/

accession

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

23 April 1992
2 Cctober 1990
13 August 1990

2 March 1992

28 January 1991

22 June 1993

14 Cctober 1993 a/
21 August 1990

4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991

6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991

23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994

21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/

13 August 1993

20 June 1991

7 August 1990

February 1994
August 1990
June 1994 a/
March 1992
February 1990

o N 0 ©

into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 Novenber 1990
12 Septenber 1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993

13 Novenber 1993
20 Septenber 1990

6 March 1991

8 Cctober 1991
20 Septenber 1991
9 March 1991

1 January 1993

21 Cctober 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991

11 July 1991

2 Septenber 1990
2 Septenber 1990
2 Septenber 1990

15 July 1992
2 Septenber 1994

20 Novenber 1991
13 June 1991
12 Septenber 1993
20 July 1991
6 Septenber 1990

March 1994
Sept enber 1990
July 1994
April 1992
Sept enber 1990

NOITNN PP



St at es

G eece

G enada

Quat eral a

Qui nea

Qui nea- Bi ssau

Quyana
Hai ti
Holy See
Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

| ndonesi a
Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
Iraq

Irel and
| srael
Italy
Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwai t

Kyrgyzst an
Lao People’'s
Denocrati c

Republ i c
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beri a

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein
Li t huani a
Luxenbour g

Date of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26 January 1990
21 February 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
30 Septenber 1990
20 January 1990
20 April 1990

31 May 1990

14 March 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

5 Septenber 1991
30 Septenber 1990
3 July 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
21 Septenber 1990
29 August 1990

16 February 1994
26 January 1990

7 June 1990

26 January 1990
21 August 1990

26 April 1990

30 Septenber 1990

21 March 1990

i nstrunent of

ratification/

accession

11 May 1993

5 Novenber 1990
6 June 1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990

14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990
10 August 1990
7 Cctober 1991

28 (Cctober 1992
11 Decenber 1992 a/
5 Septenber 1990

13 July 1994
15 June 1994 a/

28 Septenber 1992
3 Cctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991
14 May 1991

22 April 1994

24 Nay 1991

12 August 1994

30 July 1990

11 Decenber 1995 a/
21 Cctober 1991

7 Cctober 1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/
14 May 1991
10 March 1992

4 June 1993

15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995
31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994

into force

10 June 1993

5 Decenber 1990
2 Septenber 1990
2 Septenber 1990
19 Septenber 1990

February 1991
July 1995

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Novenber 1991

D ON W

27 Novenber 1992
11 January 1993
5 Cctober 1990

12 August 1994
15 July 1994

28 Cct ober 1992
2 Novenber 1991
5 Cctober 1991

13 June 1991

22 Nay 1994

23 June 1991

11 Septenber 1994
2 Septenber 1990
10 January 1996
20 Novenber 1991

6 Novenber 1994

7 June 1991
14 May 1992
13 June 1991

9 April 1992

4 July 1993

15 May 1993
21 January 1996
1 March 1992

6 April 1994
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St at es

Madagascar
Mal awi

Mal aysi a
Mal di ves
Mal i

Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Maurit ani a
Mauri tius
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Federated
States of)

Monaco

Mongol i a

Mor occo

Mozanbi que

Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepal

Net her | ands

New Zeal and
N car agua
N ger

N geria

N ue

Nor way
Oran
Paki st an
Pal au
Panana

Papua
New Qui nea

Par aguay

Peru

Phi | i ppi nes

Pol and

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

19 April 1990

21 August 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

14 April 1993
26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990
30 Septenber 1990

26 Septenber 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

1 Qctober 1990
6 February 1990
26 January 1990
26 January 1990

26 January 1990
20 Septenber 1990
26 January 1990
30 Septenber 1990
4 April 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990
26 January 1990

i nstrunent of

ratification/

accession

19 March 1991

2 January 1991 a/
17 February 1995 a/
11 February 1991

20 Septenber 1990

30 Septenber 1990

4 Cctober 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

5 May 1993 a/
21 June 1993 a/
5 July 1990

21 June 1993

26 April 1994

15 July 1991 a/
30 Septenber 1990
27 July 1994 a/
14 Sept enber 1990
6 February 1995

6 April 1993

5 Cctober 1990

30 Septenber 1990

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/

8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

4 August 1995 a/
12 Decenber 1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber 1990
4 Sept enber 1990
21 August 1990

7 June 1991

into force

18 April 1991
1 February 1991
19 March 1995
13 March 1991
20 Cctober 1990

30 Cctober 1990

3 Novenber 1993
15 June 1991

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 Septenber 1990
21 July 1993
26 May 1994

14 August 1991
30 Cctober 1990
26 August 1994
14 Cct ober 1990
7 March 1995

6 May 1993
4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990
19 May 1991
19 January 1996

7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990
3 Septenber 1995

11 January 1991

31 March 1993

25 Cct ober 1990

4 Cct ober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991



St at es

Por t uga
Cat ar
Republ i ¢ of
Kor ea
Republ i ¢ of
Mol dova
Romani a

Russi an
Federati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevi s
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

Q& enadi nes

Sanoa

San Marino
Sao Tone

and Princi pe
Saudi Arabia
Senega

Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e
Sl ovakia b/
Sl ovenia b/

Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n
Sri Lanka
Sudan

Sur i nane
Swazi | and
Sweden
Syrian Arab
Republ i c
Taj i ki stan

Date of signature

Date of receipt of
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Date of entry

26 January 1990
8 Decenber 1992

25 Sept enber 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

26 January 1990

20 Septenber 1993

30 Septenber 1990

26 January 1990

13 February 1990

29 January 1993
26 January 1990
26 January 1990
24 July 1990

26 January 1990
22 August 1990
26 January 1990

18 Septenber 1990

i nstrunent of

ratification/

accession

21 Septenber 1990
3 April 1995

20 Novenber 1991
26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990
16 August 1990

24 January 1991

24 July 1990

16 June 1993 a/

26 Cctober 1993

29 Novenber 1994

25 Novenber 1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/f
26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990

7 Septenber 1990
18 June 1990
5 Cctober 1995 a/

10 April 1995 af
16 June 1995

6 Decenber 1990
12 July 1991

3 August 1990

1 March 1993
7 Septenber 1995
29 June 1990

15 July 1993
26 Cctober 1993 a/

into force

21 Cctober 1990
3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cctober 1990

15 Septenber 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993

25 Novenber 1993

29 Decenber 1994
25 Decenber 1991

13 June 1991
25 February 1996
2 Septenber 1990

Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990
Novenber 1995
January 1993
June 1991

gar AN

10 May 1995

16 July 1995

5 January 1991
11 August 1991

2 Septenber 1990

31 March 1993
6 Cctober 1995
2 Septenber 1990

14 August 1993
25 Novenber 1993
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St at es

Thai | and

The forner
Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago

Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur krreni st an
Tuval u
Uganda

WKkr ai ne
United Arab
Em rates
Uni ted Ki ngdom

of Geat Britain

and Northern
Irel and

Uni ted
Republ i c

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay

Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u
Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen

Yugosl avi a
Zaire
Zanbi a

Zi nbabwe

Date of signature

Date of receipt of

Date of entry

26

30

26

14

17

21

19

30
26
26
13

26
20
30

January 1990

Sept enber 1990

February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990

February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
March 1990
Sept enber 1990
March 1990

i nstrunent of

ratification/

accession

27 March 1992 a/

(=Y

August 1990
6 Novenber 1995 a/

5 Decenber 1991

30 January 1992

4 April 1995

20 Septenber 1993 a/
22 Septenber 1995 a/
17 August 1990

28 August 1991

3 January 1997 a/

16 Decenber 1991

10 June 1991
20 Novenber 1990

29 June 1994 a/
7 July 1993

13 Sept enber 1990

28 February 1990
1 May 1991

3 January 1991
27 Septenber 1990
5 Decenber 1991
11 Septenber 1990

into force

26 April 1992

17 Septenber 1991
2 Septenber 1990
6 Decenber 1995

4 January 1992

29 February 1992
4 May 1995

19 Qctober 1993
22 Cctober 1995
16 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1991

2 February 1997

15 January 1992

10 July 1991
20 Decenber 1990

29 July 1994

6 August 1993

13 Cctober 1990

2 Septenber 1990
31 May 1991

2 February 1991
27 Cctober 1990
5 January 1992
11 Cctober 1990
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MEMBERSH P O THE COMM TTEE ON THE R GHTS OF THE CH LD

Nane of nenber

M's. Hoda BADRAN

Ms. Akila BELEMBAOCGO:*

Ms. Flora C EUFEM O

M. Thonmas HAMVARBERG:*

Ms. Judith KARP**

M. Youri KOLOSOv**

M ss Sandra Prunel | a MASON *

M. Swi thun Tachi ona MOVBESHORA*

Ms. Marta SANTCS PAl S*

Ms. Marilia SARDENBERG

* Term expires on 28 February 1997.

* Term expi res on 28 February 1999.

Country of nationality

Egypt

Bur ki na Faso

Phi | i ppi nes

Sweden

I srael

Russi an Federation
Bar bados

Zi nbabwe

Por t ugal

Br azi |



State party

Bangl adesh

Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an
Bol i vi a
Brazi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur und
Chad

Chile
Costa Rica

Denocrati c People's
Republ i ¢ of Korea

Ecuador

STATUS CF SUBM SSI ON OF REPCRTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 CF

Annex 111

THE CONVENTI ON ON THE R GATS OF THE CH LD AS AT 24 JANUARY 1997

Date of entry into

force

2

31

24
30
18

12
20

Sept enber 1990

Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Novenber 1990
Novenber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990

Date of subm ssion

Initial reports due in 1992
Date due
1 Septenber 1992 15
7 Novenber 1992 12
30 Cctober 1992 12
1 Septenber 1992 1
1 Septenber 1992 22
1 Septenber 1992
1 Septenber 1992 14
23 Cctober 1992
29 Septenber 1992 7
17 Novenber 1992
31 Cctober 1992 14
11 Septenber 1992 22
20 Sept enber 1992 28
20 Cctober 1992 13
1 Septenber 1992 11

Novenber 1995

Sept enber 1996
February 1993
Novenber 1996
January 1997

Sept enber 1992

July 1993

January 1997
June 1993

Cct ober 1992
February 1996

June 1996

Synbol

CRC/ ¢ 3/ Add. 38 &

Add. 49

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

45
14
46
52

19

50
18

41

44

gG abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Egypt
El Sal vador

France
Ganbi a
Ghana

G enada
Quat emal a

Qui nea

Qui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as

| ndonesi a

Kenya

Mal

Mal ta
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nani bi a

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

(continued)

force

2
2

N N O N N O

19

20
30

21

30

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Decenber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

=Y

N = S =Y NG

18

19
29

20

29

Dat e due

Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992

Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Date of subm ssion

23
3

8

20

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1992

April 1993

Novenber 1995

5 January 1995

20

11
17

25
15
20
21

Novenber 1996

March 1994
May 1993
Novenber 1992

July 1995

Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

Synbol

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

Add. 28

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

15

39

33
48

27
17

10 &

26

36
11
32
12

6S obed

AN ONS <)



State party

Nepal

N car agua
N ger
Paki st an

Par aguay

Peru

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal

Rormani a

Russi an Federation

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Senega
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone

Sudan

Sweden
Togo

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992

(continued)

force

14

4
30
12
25

20
21
28
15

N N N NN

N

Cct ober 1990
Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Decenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990

13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

R = I = =

=Y

Dat e due

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992

Sept enber 1992
Sept enber 1992

Date of subm ssion

10
12
27
25

30
13

28

21
17
14
16
21
12

10
29

27

April 1995
January 1994
April 1994
January 1993

August 1993 and
Novenber 1996

Cct ober 1992

Sept enber 1993
August 1994
April 1993

Cct ober 1992
January 1997
Sept enber 1994

April 1996
Sept enber 1992

Sept enber 1992
February 1996

Synbol

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

34
25
29
13

22 &
47

7 &
24

23
30
16
5

51
31

43

3 &
20

42

09 abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Uganda
Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zaire

Zi nbabwe

Angol a
Argentina

Australia
Bahamas

Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cote d'lvoire
Ooatia

CQuba

Cyprus
Denmar k

Initial

reports due in 1992

(continued)

Date of entry into

force

16
20
13

2

27
11

16
22

27

20

18

Sept enber 1990
Decenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990

Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990

January 1991
January 1991

January 1991
March 1991
July 1991
February 1991
March 1991
Novenber 1991
Sept enber 1991
March 1991
August 1991

15
19
12

26
10

Date due_

Sept enber 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept enber 1992

Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992

Date of subm ssion

30

23

Initial reports due in 1993

3 January 1991

2 January 1993 17
15 January 1993 8
21 March 1993

2 July 1993 29
26 February 1993 14
5 March 1993

6 Novenber 1993 8
19 Septenber 1993 27
8 March 1993 22
17 August 1993 14

February 1996
August 1995

Sept enber 1992

May 1995

Mar ch 1993

January 1996

Sept enber 1995
April 1993

Novenber 1994
Cct ober 1995

Decenber 1994
Sept enber 1993

Synbol

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.
CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

40
37

4 &
21

35

2 &
17

31

29

19

30
24

19 abed

AN ONS <)



State party

D i bouti

Dom ni ca

Doni ni can Republic

Estoni a
Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Quyana
Hungary
| srael
Italy
Janai ca
Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's

Denocrati c Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves

Mauri t ani a

Initial

reports due in 1993

(continued)

Date of entry into

force
5 January 1991
12 April 1991

11 July 1991

20 Novenber 1991
13 June 1991

20 July 1991

13 February 1991
6 Novenber 1991
2 Novenber 1991
5 Cctober 1991
13 June 1991

23 June 1991

20 Novenber 1991
7 June 1991

13 June 1991
18 April 1991
1 February 1991
13 March 1991
15 June 1991

11
10
19
12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

Dat e due

January 1993
April 1993
July 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993
Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993
June 1993

Date of subm ssion

10
12

28

11
25
25
23
18

21
20

August 1995
Decenber 1994

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996
January 1996

Decenber 1994
July 1993

July 1994

Synbol

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.

27
22

34

18
12

35
32

23

15

29 abed

[ANONO <O



State party

Myanmar

N geri a

Nor way

Panama

Pol and

Republ i ¢ of Korea
Rwanda

San Mari no

Sao Tone and Princi pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republ i ¢ of
Macedoni a

WKr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen

Yugosl avi a

Initial

reports due in 1993

(continued)

Date of entry into

force

14
19

7
11

7
20
23
25
13
25

5
11
17

27

10

31

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991
Decenber 1991
February 1991
Decenber 1991
June 1991
June 1991
January 1991
August 1991
Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1991

July 1991

May 1991
February 1991

13
18

10

19

22

24

12

24

10
16

26

30

Dat e due

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993
Decenber 1993
February 1993
Decenber 1993
June 1993
June 1993
January 1993
August 1993
Sept enber 1993

Sept enber 1993

July 1993

May 1993
February 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
19
30
19
11
17
30

29
10
23

29

14
21

Sept enber 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept enber 1995
January 1994
Novenber 1994
Sept enber 1992

May 1995
August 1993
March 1994

Cct ober 1993
April 1994

Novenber 1994
Sept enber 1994

Synbol

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.

Rev. 1

CRC T 8/ Add.

CRC T 8/ Add.
CRC T 8/ Add.

26

28
11
21

25

13

10/

14

20
16

g abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Al bani a
Austria
Azerbai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republ i c

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Qui nea
Ger many

| cel and

Irel and

Latvia

Lesot ho

Li t huani a

Initial reports due in 1994

Date of entry into Dat e due
force

28 March 1992 27 March 1994

5 Septenber 1992 4 Sept enber 1994
12 Sept enmber 1992 11 Septenber 1994
14 March 1992 14 March 1994

15 January 1992 14 January 1994

6 March 1992 5 March 1994

14 Novenber 1992 15 Novenber 1994
12 January 1992 11 January 1994

4 July 1992 3 July 1994

23 May 1992 23 May 1994

1 April 1992 31 March 1994

1 January 1993 31 Decenber 1994
15 July 1992 14 July 1994

5 April 1992 4 May 1994

27 Novenber 1992 26 Novenber 1994
28 Cctober 1992 27 Cctober 1994
14 May 1992 13 May 1994

9 April 1992 8 April 1994

1 March 1992 28 February 1994

Date of subm ssion

8 Cctober 1996
9 Novenber 1995

12 July 1994

17 June 1994

27 NMarch 1995
4 Narch 1996

30 August 1994
30 Novenber 1994
4 April 1996

Synbol

CRC T 11/ Add. 14
CRC/ T 11/ Add. 8

CRC T 11/ Add. 4

CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 3

CRC T 11/ Add. 7
CRC ¢ 11/ Add. 11

CRC T 11/ Add. 5
CRC T 11/ Add. 6
CRC T 11/ Add. 12

9 abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Sl ovaki a
Thai | and
Trinidad and Tobago
Tuni si a

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Geat Britain and
Nort hern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geria

Anti gua and Bar buda
Ar meni a

Caner oon

Conor os

Congo

Fiji

G eece

I ndi a

Li beri a

Li byan Arab Janahiriya

Initial

reports due in 1994

(continued)

Date of entry into

force

1
26
4
29
15

16

23
10
22
13
12
10
11

January 1993
April
January 1992

1992

February 1992
January 1992

January 1992

May 1993
Novenber 1993
July 1993
February 1993
July 1993
Novenber 1993
Sept enber 1993
June 1993
January 1993
July 1993

May 1993

31
25

28
14

Initial

Dat e due

Decenber 1994
April
January 1994

1994

February 1994
January 1994

January 1994

reports due in 1995

Date of subm ssion

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

15
3
5
9

21

12

11
9

10
3

14

May 1995
Novenber 1995
August 1995
February 1995
July 1995
Novenber 1995
Sept enber 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

May 1995

16 Novenber 1995

12 June 1996

23 May 1996

CRC T 11/ Add. 13
CRC T 11/ Add. 10
CRC T 11/ Add. 2

CRC/ T 11/ Add. 1
and Add. 9

CRC/ T 28/ Add. 4

CRC/ T/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 6

G9 abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Mar shal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Federated
States of)

Monaco

Mor occo

New Zeal and

Papua New Qui nea
Republ i ¢ of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia

Sai nt Vi ncent and
the G enadi nes

Sur i name

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur kneni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g

Initial reports due in 1995

(continued)

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of submi ssion
Novenber 1995
June 1995 16 April 1996
July 1995
July 1995 27 July 1995
May 1995 29 Sept enber 1995
March 1995
February 1995
July 1995
Novenber 1995
March 1995
August 1995 22 Sept enber 1995

Novenber 1995
Cct ober 1995
August 1995

reports due in 1996

force
3 Novenber 1993 2
4 June 1993 3
21 July 1993 20
21 July 1993 20
6 May 1993 5
31 March 1993 31
25 February 1993 24
16 July 1993 15
25 Novenber 1993 24
31 March 1993 31
14 August 1993 13
25 Novenber 1993 24
20 Cctober 1993 19
6 August 1993 5
Initial
27 April 1994 26
11 March 1994 10
6 April 1994 5

April 1996
Mar ch 1996
April 1996 26 July 1996

Synbol

CRC/ T/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 3

CRC/ T/ 28/ Add. 2

CRC T 41/ Add. 2

99 abed

AN ONS <)



State party

Japan
Mozanbi que
CGeorgi a
Iraq
Uzbeki st an

Iran (Islanic
Republ i c of)

Naur u
Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyr gyzst an

Sanpa

Net her | ands

Mal aysi a

Bot swana

Qat ar

Tur key

Sol ormon | sl ands

Haiti

Initial

reports due in 1996

(continued)

Date of entry into

force

22
26

2
15
29
12

26
2
11
6
29

19
13

10

May 1994
May 1994
July 1994
July 1994
July 1994
August 1994

August 1994

Sept enber 1994
Sept enber 1994
Novenber 1994
Decenber 1994

21
25

14

28
11

25

10

28

Dat e due

May 1996
May 1996
July 1996
July 1996
July 1996
August 1996

August 1996

Sept enber 1996
Sept enber 1996
Novenber 1996
Decenber 1996

Date of subm ssion

30 May 1996

6 August 1996

Initial reports due in 1997
Mar ch 1995 6 March 1997
Mar ch 1995 18 March 1997
April 1995 12 April 1997
May 1995 2 May 1997
May 1995 3 May 1997
May 1995 9 May 1997
July 1995 7 July 1997

Synbol

CRC T 41/ Add. 1

CRC/ ¢ 41/ Add. 3

,9 abed

[ANONO <O



Initial reports due in 1997 (continued)

State party Date of entry into Dat e due Dat e of submi ssion Synbol
force

South Africa 16 July 1995 15 July 1997

Pi | au 3 Sept enber 1995 3 Sept enber 1997

Swezi | and 6 Cctober 1995 5 Cct ober 1997

Tuval u 22 Cctober 1995 21 Cctober 1997

Si ngapor e 4 Novenber 1995 3 Novenber 1997

Tonga 6 Decenber 1995 5 Decenber 1997

Initial reports due in 1998

Kiribati 10 January 1996 9 January 1998
N ue 19 January 1996 18 January 1998
Li echt enstei n 21 January 1996 20 January 1998
Brunei Darussal am 26 January 1996 25 January 1998
Andorra 1 February 1996 31 January 1998

Saudi Arabia 25 February 1996 24 February 1998

g9 abed

AN ONS <)
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OVERVI EW OF THE | MPORTANT STEPS TAKEN I N THE FI ELD COF
THE RIGHTS OF THE CH LD

Presentation by the Rapporteur, Ms. Marta Santos Pais

.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY

As the Assistant Secretary-General noted in his introductory statenent,
i mportant resol utions were adopted by the General Assenbly at its fifty-first
session in the field of children's rights, including on the girl child
(resolution 51/76) and an ommi bus resolution on the rights of the child
(resolution 51/77). The latter addressed conprehensively the various areas
related to the inplenentation of the Convention. It was the result of wide
negoti ati ons, which explains the | arge nunber of sponsors and its adoption
wi thout a vote

Sone sections of the resolution deserve special reference

A | npl enentation of the Convention on the Rghts of the Child

In the resolution, the Assenbly reaffirmed that all States had a duty to
fulfil the obligations arising fromthe Convention and urged States to review
their reservations to the Convention. It noted with appreciation the role of
the Commttee in creating awareness of the Convention and in providing
recommendations to States parties on its inplenentation. The text also called
upon States to ensure that the education of the child is carried out in
accordance with the Convention

B. Protection of children affected by arned conflict

In this section the Assenbly wel coned the report of Ms. G Machel on
the inpact of arned conflict on children (A/51/306 and Add. 1) and took note
with appreciation of the recomrendati ons nade therein. The study had been
requested by the Coomittee on the Rights of the Child. Anongst the
recomrendations contained in the report, reference should be made to the
request nade for the appoi ntment of a special representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to:

(a) Assess progress occurred in this field,

(b) Rai se awareness and pronote coll ection of information;

(c) Wrk closely with the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child.

For its part, the Conmittee is requested to provide infornation on the
neasures adopted in this area. Consideration of States parties' reports

shoul d thus constitute an inportant opportunity to gather and reflect on such
i nformation.
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C Ref ugee and internationally displaced children
The text stresses, inter alia, the fundanental inportance of the rights

of such children, including in the areas of health, education, registration,
famly tracing and reunification, protection against violence and abuse.

D. Prevention and eradication of the sale of children and of their sexua

exploitation, including child prostitution and child pornography

The text calls on States parties to the Convention on the R ghts of the
Child to fulfil their obligation under article 34 of the Convention and to
support efforts aimed at adopting effective national, bilateral and
mul tilateral neasures for the prevention and eradication of such practices.
The Assenbly requested States to inplenent measures, including those outlined
in the Declaration and Agenda for Action of the Wrld Congress agai nst
Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children, including crimnalizing comrercial
sexual exploitation and other forns of sexual exploitation of children,
reviewi ng and revising, where necessary, |aws, policies, programes and
practices; prosecution of those who conmt sexual offences against children in
the context of sex tourismeither in the country of origin or in the country
of destination, and strengthening international cooperation.

E. Elimnation of exploitation of child | abour

In this section, the Assenbly encouraged States to ratify the rel evant
I LO conventions and to take the necessary |egislative, admnistrative, socia

and educational neasures to protect children in enploynent. It urged
Covernnents to take nmeasures to elimnate all extrene forns of child | abour,
such as forced | abour, bonded | abour and other forns of slavery. It called on

rel evant United Nations bodies, in particular 1LO and UNI CEF, to support
national efforts and called on Governments to translate into concrete action
their commtnment to elimnate child | abour and to inplenent, inter alia,
national action plans for that purpose.

1.  UNCEF

The UNICEF report State of the World's Children 1997 was | aunched on
11 Decenber 1996. It includes a chapter on the Convention and on its
i npl enentation process. It explains the activities of the Commttee as a
treaty nmonitoring body, and stresses the inportance of information and
awar eness canpai gns on children's rights, as well as of the training of
prof essional groups. It also enphasizes the need for internationa
cooperation and assi stance programres in favour of children.

The report focuses mainly on the thene of hazardous and exploitative
forns of child | abour, which should be elimnated urgently. It recognizes
that child | abour happens in poor and rich countries, in all Kkinds of
activities and not only in export industries (it would suffice to think about
advertising and sports activities, domestic service and agriculture). Child
| abour should be elimnated by the adoption of an effective strategy which
shoul d be inpl enented i medi ately and not be dependent on the eradication of
poverty.
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The report proposes the adoption of sone decisive steps, such as:
(a) Conpul sory, free and universal primary education for all children
(b) Birth registration for all children

(c) An effective legal protection in the light of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the relevant |1LO conventi ons;

(d) A system of data collection and nonitoring of situations of child
| abour to ensure visibility and effective protection.

The report further encourages the adoption of codes of conduct by
corporations and industries in order not to enploy children or pronote the
trade of goods produced by them

. 1LO

I LO al so launched an inportant report on the nost intolerable forns of

child I abour, “Targeting the intolerable”. In this text, it calls on States
and organi zations to put people at the centre of devel opnment and to uphol d
respect for human rights as a unifying principle anong all nations. It

recalls the negative effects of child |abour on children, including on their
heal t h, education and devel opnent.

It recogni zes, however, that there are reasons to hope. In fact, there
is an increasing worldw de novenent against child [ abour. Covernnents
recogni ze that it is a problemthat should be tackled and that it is contrary
to children's rights. Corporations |ike Reebock, Sears and Levi Strauss are
now concer ned about the possible use of child I abour in producing sports
goods, and they are showing an interest and a commtnent to certifying that
their products are not a result of child | abour.

The report stresses the unknown, although imrense, dinension of child
| abour in the world, including in hazardous activities, donestic service,
prostitution, bonded | abour, etc. It proposes that:

(a) Resources be allocated with priority for the nost intol erable
forns of child | abour (bondage, prostitution, slavery-like activities, work in
hazardous activities);

(b) Wrking children be visible and their rights protected, including
by maki ng a survey of the existing situation

(c) A new convention forbidding the extrene fornms of child | abour
shoul d be adopted, a novenent that is already under way within ILQ and which
will take into consideration the Convention on the R ghts of the Child. The
Committee is in fact involved in this exercise and its conmrents and
suggesti ons have been al ready sought;

(d) A national progranme of action to conbat child | abour be devel oped
and a national authority identified to act as a focal point in this area
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It is interesting to note the coincidence of approaches of the
General Assenbly resolution and the UNICEF and I LO reports, particularly in
the light of the recomrendations nmade by the Committee following its thenatic
di scussion on the econom c exploitation of children

V. TREATY BODI ES

The Human R ghts Committee adopted in 1996 an inportant Ceneral Comment
on article 25 of the International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights
(General Comment No. 25 (57)), some elenents of which deserve special nention:

(a) The right to vote in elections and referenda nust be established
by |'aw and cannot be subject to unreasonable restrictions, for instance on the
grounds of physical disability, |evel of education or ownership of property;

(b) Lack of a residence, for instance by honel ess persons, should not
limt the right to vote

(c) Informati on naterials on the voting process shoul d be nade wi dely
avail able, including in mnority |anguages.

The General Comment of the Human R ghts Commttee nay have a direct
i npact on the realization of children's rights. Consider, for exanple, the
follow ng three situations

(a) The inpl ementation of the Convention on the Rghts of the Child
has | ed to the organi zation of elections by children on the rights of the
child. This has happened, for instance, in different Latin Arerican and sone
African countries. |In sone of them war or civil strife have prevented
national elections fromtaking place. But children's el ections have all owed
adults to learn the processes of voting, setting up and strengthening
denocratic institutions;

(b) Children who are not yet old enough to vote in political elections
but who have el ected representatives to school or |ocal councils, have had an
enlightening and | earni ng experience of denocratic participation in voting
pr ocesses;

(c) Sone countries are lowering the age for political rights,
including participation in national elections. In those cases where voting
rights apply to persons bel ow 18, this General Conment becomnes of decisive
i nport ance.

V.  MEETI NGS

In Cctober, the Commttee was represented by M. Kol osov and
Ms. Santos Pais in a neeting held in Bern on the Convention to encourage the
ratification of the Convention by Switzerland. The question of reservations
to the Convention was addressed and encouragenent given for the Convention to
be ratified without resorting to reservations.
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A training course for government officials on reporting on the
Convention on the Rghts of the Child was held at the ILO Training Centre, in
cooperation with the Centre for Human R ghts, for government officials
responsi ble for the preparation of national reports on the inplenentation of
t he Conventi on.

VI. | MPORTANT DECI SIONS IN THE FI ELD OF CH LDREN S R GHTS

The European Parliament adopted two inportant resolutions on children in
Decenber 1996, both inspired by the Convention. The first was on the
i nprovenent of |egislation and of cooperation between nenber States of the
Eur opean Union on the adoption of children. The text encouraged, inter alia,
the ratification of the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption and stressed that adoption was
a nmeans of protecting the rights of children, rather than those of adults, an
approach the Committee often enphasized in its dialogues with State parties

The second focused on nmeasures to protect children who are recogni zed as
i ncreasingly being the victins of socio-econom c probl ens, particularly when
they belong to single-parent famlies. The text also stressed that the
fornmul ation and inpl enmentation of policies ainmed at protecting children's
rights should prevail over budgetary considerations. It enphasized the
i nportance of the right of the child to participation, i.e. having a say in
decisions affecting the child s life. It recomrended the urgent adoption of
nmeasures to conbat child sex tourism child pornography and sexual abuse of
children. It further stressed that young of fenders under 16 should not be in
prison and shoul d be provided education and reintegration. It recommended
that independent institutions, such as an Qrbudsperson, should inpartially and
efficiently supervise conpliance with and respect for children's rights.
Finally, it stressed that parents, children and professionals should be
educated on the rights of the child and on their roles so as to enable
children to exercise their rights.

These two texts illustrate the worl dwi de concern for children and their
i ncreasing i nportance on the political agenda, including at the regiona
| evel .
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Annex V.
BUREAU OF THE COW TTEE ON THE R GHTS OF THE CH LD
TH RD ACTIVI TY REPORT
(begi nning 22 May 1995)
1. Sessi ons and pre-sessional working groups:

N nth sessi on

Pr e- sessi onal wor ki ng group
Tent h session

Pr e- sessi onal wor ki ng group
El eventh session

Pr e- sessi onal wor ki ng group
Twel fth session

22 May - 9 June 1995

12-16 June 1995
30 Cctober - 17 Novenber 1995

20- 24 Novenber 1995
8-26 January 1996

29 January - 2 February 1996
20 May - 7 June 1996

10- 14 June 1996
23 Septenber - 11 Qctober 1996

Pr e- sessi onal wor ki ng group
Thirteenth session

14-18 Cctober 1996
6-24 January 1997

Pr e- sessi onal wor ki ng group
Fourteent h session

2. Adoption of session reports - six reports

3. Adoption of biennial reports to the General Assenbly - one report
4. Consi deration of States parties' reports - 36 reports

5. Public neetings held - approxinately 140

6. Private neetings held - approxinately 94

7. Participation in United Nations conferences:

Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, Beijing, 4-15 Septenber 1995
Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo and Ms. Fl ora Eufem o.

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 11), |stanbul
Tur key, 3-14 June 1996
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

8. Participation in expert neetings:

Meeting of experts on the devel opnent of guidelines for the
i ncorporation of a gender perspective into the work of the
United Nations hurman rights regine, Geneva, 3-7 July 1995
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.
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Expert group meeting on the right to adequate housing, Ceneva,
18-19 January 1996
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

Second session of the open-ended inter-sessional working group of the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on a draft optional protocol on the

i nvol verent of children in armed conflicts, Geneva, 15-26 January 1996
Ms. Marta Santos Pais and M. Youri Kol osov.

Second session of the open-ended working group of the Comm ssion on
Human R ghts to el aborate guidelines for a possible draft optional
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sal e of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, Geneva,

29 January - 9 February 1996

Ms. Marta Santos Pais, M. Youri Kol osov.

UN UNl CEF Panel on the Convention on the Rights of the Child - the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of D scrimnation against
VWnen: the links, New York, 13 March 1996

Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

Round tabl e on Approaches of Hunman Rights Treaty Bodi es towards Wnen's
Heal th, with a Focus on Reproductive and Sexual Health R ghts, New York,
9-11 Decenber 1996

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo and Ms. Hoda Badran.

Third session of the working group on a draft optional protocol on the
i nvol venent of children in armed conflicts, Geneva, 20-31 January 1997
Ms. Marta Santos Pais and M. Youri Kol osov.

Participation in regional and international neetings:

Arab regional preparatory neeting for Habitat I, Cairo, 1996
Ms. Hoda Badran

Consul tation on the Wirld Congress agai nst Commrerci al Sexual
Expl oi tation of Children, CGeneva, 25-26 January 1995

Ms. Judith Karp, M. Thonas Hamvarberg, Ms. Sandra Mason,
Ms. Marta Santos Pais.

Regi onal consultation on the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmerci al Sexual
Expl oi tation of Children for the Arab region
Ms. Hoda Badran and M. Thonas Hammar ber g.

Trai ni ng programme organi zed by Asianet on “Aids and Child R ghts - The
I npact on the Asia-Pacific Region”, Bangkok, 21-26 Novenber 1995
M. Sw thun Monbeshor a.

Meeting of the Mediterranean Group on Education for Devel opnment: the
rol e of wonen for the new generations, Catania, Italy, 25-28 April 1996
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.
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Regi onal training for UNICEF staff, government representatives and
non-gover nent al organi zati ons on the Convention, Tunis, 1996
Ms. Hoda Badran

Consul tation on the Convention on the Rghts of the Child, Syrian Arab
Republic, 1996

Internati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel oprment, Cairo, 1995
Ms. Hoda Badran

The rights of the children of indigenous popul ati ons, Canada
Ms. Hoda Badran and Ms. Judith Karp

Regi onal consultation on children in armed conflict, 1995
M. Thomas Hammarberg, Ms. Hoda Badran

Preparatory Inter-Anmerican neeting for the Wrld Congress on Commerci al
Sexual Exploitation of Children, Brazilia, 14-20 April 1996
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

Meeting of high-1evel governnental experts fromthe African region on
the ratification of international human rights treaties, organized by
the H gh Conm ssioner/Centre for Human Rights with assistance fromthe
Econom ¢ Conm ssion for Africa and the O ganization of African Unity,

Addi s Ababa, 14-17 May 1996

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo.

Regi onal semnar on the rights of the child on the eve of the
twenty-first century, organized by the Spanish Committee for UN CEF,
Sal amanca, Spain, 2-4 May 1996

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, Ms. Hoda Badran and M. Thonas Hanmar ber g.

Eur opean Conference on Street Children Wrl dw de, Ansterdam
21-23 June 1996
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

Asian Summit on Child R ghts and the Media, Manila, 2-5 July 1996
Ms. Flora C. Eufenio.

Internati onal forumon the rights of the child, organized by the French
Foundati on for Chil dhood and UNESCO, Paris, 27 Novenber 1995
M. Thomas Hammarberg and Ms. Marta Santos Pais.

Internati onal Sem nar on CQurrent Social Trends and Their Inplications
for Policing: the Situation of Juveniles, Minster, Gernany,

5-7 February 1996

Ms. Marilia Sardenberg.

Regi onal consultation on reporting and nonitoring of the inplenmentation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Asia, organized by

Asi anet, Brunei Darussal am 4-8 Novenber 1996

Ms. Flora C Eufem o and Ms. Sandra Mason.
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Informal tripartite neeting at the mnisterial |evel on prevention and
elimnation of child |abour, organized by ILQ Geneva, 12 June 1996
Ms. Flora Eufemo.

Afro-Asian nmeeting on the followup to the Fourth Wrld Conference on
VWnen, Cairo, 1996
Ms. Hoda Badran.

O gani zation of general discussion days:

“The admni stration of juvenile justice”, 13 Novenber 1995

Ms. Marta Santos Pais, Ms. Sandra Mason, Ms. Judith Karp: drafting of
outline

Ms. Sandra Mason: introductory statement

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo: chair.

“The child and the nedia”, 7 Cctober 1996

M. Thomas Hammar berg, General Rapporteur

Ms. Sandra Mason, M. Youri Kol osov and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg:
chairing of three panels.

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo: chairing of the plenary.

Informal regional neetings (organi zed by UN CEF):

Bangl adesh, India, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka: 2-16 Qctober 1995
Regi onal consultation on child | abour, Kathnandu

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, Ms. Flora Eufem o, M. Thonas Hanmar ber g,
M. Youri Kolosov, Ms. Marilia Sardenberg, Ms. Marta Santos Pais,
Ms. Hoda Badran, Ms. Judith Karp, Ms. Sandra Mason.

Mor occo- Egypt Novenber 1996

Consul tation on the rights of wonen and girls, Cairo

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, Ms. Marilia Sardenberg, Ms. Flora Eufem o,
Ms. Judith Karp, M. Youri Kol osov, Ms. Hoda Badran, Ms. Sandra Mason.

Participation in technical assistance progranmes
(H gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts):

Viet Nam March 1996, Ms. Marta Santos Pais
Togo, 1996, Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo
Torino, Italy, Novenber 1996, Ms. Marta Santos Pais.

Oficial invitations to national meetings:

Nati onal Congress on the Rights of the Child, Tunis, 11 January 1996
Ms. Akila Bel embaogo, M. Youri Kol osov.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Press conf erences:

Six in Geneva (the Chairperson and/ or designated nenbers)
One in New York (the Chairpersons of CRC and CEDAW

Speci fic programmes:

Plan of Action to strengthen the inplenmentation of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child prepared by the H gh Commi ssioner for Human R ghts

International study on the inmpact of arnmed conflict on children
recomrended by the Committee
Advi sers: M. Thormas Hanmarberg, Ms. Marta Santos Pais.

Dat abase on the rights of the child produced by the
H gh Cormmi ssioner/Centre for Human R ghts

Speci fic docunent:

General guidelines regarding the formand contents of periodic reports
to be submtted by States parties under article 44, paragraph 1 (b), of
t he Convention

Meetings of the treaty bodi es and non-conventional organs:

Si xth neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies,
Ceneva, 18-22 Septenber 1995
Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo.

Third annual neeting of special rapporteurs and other experts, Ceneva,
28-30 May 1996

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, M. Thomas Hammarberg (in his capacity as Speci al
Representative for human rights in Canbodi a).

Seventh neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies,
Ceneva, 16-20 Septenber 1996
Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo.

Annual neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies with
M. Boutros Boutros-Chali, Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations,
New York, 1-9 June 1995

Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo.

Personalities nmet by Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo, in her capacity as
Chai rperson of the Commttee and in the course of her participation in
various neetings:

Secretary-General of the United Nations

United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights

Assi stant Secretary-Ceneral for Human Rights

Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund

The Deputy-Director of the International Labour O ganization
H M the Queen of Spain
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Executive Director of the United Nations Popul ati on Fund

Presidents of Mali, Eritrea and Togo

First Lady of Egypt

Prime Mnisters of Togo and Et hi opi a

Chai rperson, Spani sh Commttee for UN CEF

Mnisters fromvarious mnistries from Bangl adesh, Caneroon,

Cote d' lvoire, Egypt, Sweden and Togo

Per manent Representatives to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva from
Canada, Mauritius, N geria, Sweden and Tunisia

Secretary-CGeneral of the O ganization of African Unity.

The Bur eau:

Chai rperson: Ms. Akila Bel enbaogo

Vi ce-Chairpersons: Ms. Flora Eufemo, M. Thomas Hanmmar ber g,
Ms. Marilia Sardenberg

Rapporteur: Ms. Marta Santos Pais.
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Annex M

LIST OF INTI AL REPORTS CONS|I DERED BY THE COW TTEE

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Viet Nam

Russi an Federation

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept enber - Cct ober 1993)

| ndonesi a

Peru

El Sal vador

Sudan

Costa Rica

Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nam bi a
Col onbi a

Ronani a
Bel ar us

Si xth _session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile
Nor way

State party

ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CH LD AS AT 24 JANUARY 1997

reports

CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.

CRC T 3/ Add.

CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 8/ Add.

CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 8/ Add.

CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.

CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ T 8/ Add.
CRC/ T 3/ Add.
CRC/ d 8/ Add.

and 21

WO UhrELN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

(bservati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO~ WN PR

CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ 15/ Add. 23



Sevent h_sessi on

( Sept enber - Cct ober 1994)

Hondur as
| ndonesi a
Madagascar
Par aguay

Spai n
Argentina

Ei ght h session

(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi nes

Col onbi a

Pol and

Janmai ca

Denmar k

Uni ted Ki ngdom

N nth sessi on

(May- June 1995)

N car agua
Canada
Bel gi um
Tuni si a

States party reports

Sri Lanka

Tent h session

(Cct ober - Novenber 1995)

Italy
WKr ai ne
Ger many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

CRC/ C 3/ Add. 17

CRC/ C 3/ Add. 10 and 26

CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 5
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 22

CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 6

CRC/ d 8/ Add. 2 and 17

CRC/ C 3/ Add. 23
CRC/ 8/ Add. 3
CRC/ 8/ Add. 11
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 12
CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 8
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 1

CRC/ C 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 27
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(bservati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ T 15/ Add. 24
CRC T 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ T 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ T 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ght h sessi on)

CRC/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 33
CRC/ 15/ Add. 34

CRC/ 15/ Add. 36
CRC/ C 15/ Add. 37
CRC/ 15/ Add. 38
CRC/ ¢ 15/ Add. 39

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

40

41
42
43
44
45
46
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El eventh session
(January 1996)

Yenen

Mongol i a

Federal Republic
of Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republ i ¢ of Korea
CGoatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi nbabwe
Chi na
Nepal

Quat eral a
Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept enber - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

N geria

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)
Mauri tius

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myannmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ T 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 32

CRC/ C 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ T 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ T 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 9
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ T 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ T 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 29

(bservati ons

adopt ed by
the Committee

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C 15/ Add.
CRC/ C 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C 15/ Add.
CRC/ C 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ 15/ Add.

47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71
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PROVI SIONAL LI ST OF I NI TI AL REPCRTS SCHEDULED FOR GONSI DERATI ON

AT THE COW TTEE S FI FTEENTH AND SI XTEENTH SESSI ONS

Fifteenth session
(20 May-6 June 1997)

Cuba
Azerbaij an
Bangl adesh
Al geri a
Ghana

Par aguay

Si xteenth sessi on
(22 Septenber-10 Cctober 1997)

Australia

Lao Peopl e's Denocratic Republic
Uganda

Denocratic Peopl e’ s Republic of Korea
Tri ni dad and Tobago

Togo

CRC/ CJ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 8
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 38
CRC/ T 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C 3/ Add. 41
CRC/ ¢ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ T 3/ Add. 42
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Annex M1

LI ST O DOCUMENTS | SSUED FOR THE FOURTEENTH SESSI ON O THE COW TTEE

CRC/ T 2/ Rev. 5

CRC/ ¢/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ T 8/ Add. 2

CRC/ ¢ 8/ Add. 2

CRC/ 8/ Add. 2

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C 15/ Add.

CRC/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ T 27/ Rev.

CRC/ T 28/ Add.

CRC/ T 28/ Add.

CRC/ T 40/ Rev.

CRC/ 59

CRC/ T 60

CRC/ Cd 61

CRC/ T SR 344-371

7

8

9

66

67

68

69

70

71

Reservations, declarations and objections relating to
the Convention on the R ghts of the Child

Initial report of Mannar

Initial report of Ethiopia

Initial report of Panana

Initial report of Bulgaria

Concl udi ng observations: Ethiopia
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