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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The CHAIRPERSON said that the first part of the Committee's draft report on
the work of its second session was available in all working languages except
Arabic. The Egyptian expert, however, had agreed that the document should be -
distributed without waiting for the Arabic version. In addition, the section
headed "Attendance", on page 4 of the English text, would have to be rev1sed.

2. She requested the members of the Commlttee to study the report with a view to
con51der1ng it on Frlday 12 August. ‘

AGENDA ITEM 6: CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES UNDER
ARTICLE 8 OF THE CONVENTION (continued)

In1t1al report of Sweden (CEDAW/C/S/Add.&)

3. At the invitation of the Chairpersdn, Ms. Lindgren (Sweden). took a place at
the Committee table. : R

4, Ms. LINDGREN (Sweden) said that equality between the sexes, which meant that
men and women enjoyed the same rights and the same opportunities for personal
development, affected all aspects of social life and was based on the practice of a
profession and financial independence.

- 5. At the time of ratification of the Convention, Sweden had fulfilled the )
undertakings implied by the articles, which were not specifically mentioned in the
report . (CEDAW/C/5/Add.8). A summary of the work and orgaanatlon for the promotion

~of sexual equality could -be found in the fact sheet on Equality between Men and

Women in Sweden and in "Step by step", National Plan of Action for Equality,
published in the two appendices to the report. In that connection, she apologized
-‘to the members of the Committee on behalf of her Government, which had not been
able to send them those appendices; besides, they existed only in English. The

_ Swedish Government intended to rectify that situation and to make those documents

available to the experts promptly.

6.‘ In order to- implement its policies for the promotion of sexual equality, the
Swedish Government had made certain organlzatlonal reforms 1n -1983¢s a Minister
with a special secretariat for that purpose in the Mlnlstry of Labour, had been
made responsible for ensuring that the Government took account of sexual equality

. when it prepared policies, and a special body, made up of senior officials. from all
'Ministries, had been established to help him carry out his task. A Council for
questions relating to equality had been established to ensure contacts between the

. Government, the political parties represented in the'Parliament, employers' and
workers' organizations and womens' associations. In addition, a commission made’ up
of p011t1c1ans and soc1al workers had been made respon51ble for research. o

Jowi
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The National Plan of Actlon for Eguallty contained a broad range of ‘measures
and recommendations aimed at strenghtening equality in a number- of fields.

In:

educatlon, the Plan recommended:~

Improv1ng the d1alogue between the parents of puplls and the teaching staff
on the sub]ect of sexual equality, - :

Translatlng ‘the national progr ammes of action into local programmes for

'Aequallty at the level of every school and every pre-school institution;

_According a more - promlnent place to questions of equallty in secondary
.education, providing on-the-job training for teachers and ensuring that men

and women were equally represented among the teaching staff of schools and.
‘pre-school institutions; - : - :

:,w),-.,.

Preparing textbooks and curricula to, highlight the question of sexual

~..equality; making the sex of the student less of a factor in the.choice of

In

_courses;

”Developing research .on’ sexual equality and encouraging more women to become -
involved in 1t, . . . :

Implementing similar measures tc promote equality in continuing education;

uUndertaking systematic .and practical- activities in the education and .

training of immigrant women. -

.employment, the measures should aim ats

vIncreasfng the'real opportunities. fbr-woﬁenvto obtain\gainfulvembloyment; y

Reduc1ng the differences between men and women in worklng hours and

»-salarles;

It

‘Abolishing job. classification according to sex;

DA A

' Eliminating~all sexual discrimination.

should be poss1ble to take spec1f1c measures based on the follow1ng

-con51derat10ns.

'.11._

When plannlng in the field of employment or consxdering act1v1t1es ‘to be
undertaken ‘to promote sexual equality, the municipal and county boards should work .
on the assumption that the female work-force: will increases: -,y o -

It ‘is essential to reduce the length of . the working day to six hours .as

early as possible. 1In the meantime, the working conditions of part time-
workers must be improved;

./-;.".- ~
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—-. Night workers with young children should be given priority when they wish
to take a daytime jobj

- Employers should inform the fathers of young children of their tights,
particularly with respect to parental leave and a shorter workKing days;

- Housewives wishing to obtain gainful employment should be actively
encouraged;

- The education sectors and employers should co-operate to eliminate the
selection of careers by sex, to enable students, by practical work, to .
acquire experience in the areas traditionally dominated by the other sex
and to meet training requirements;

- Priority for vocational training should be accorded to the under-
represented sex.

12. 1In the area of family policy and family law, the following measures should be
taken as soon as possibles

The municipalities should respect the commitment made to establish, as soon es
- possible, 100,000 new places in kindergartens by the end of 1981, Part-time or
"3 la carte" kindergarten services should be offered to children raised at home or

in family-care centres;

~ Parents should be able to take, at the same time, leave giving rise to payment
of a parental indemnity during the month following the birth of a child, so that
they would both be able to look after it;

_ The parents of tw1ns should be entitled to the parental ‘indemnity during the
first four Tonths following the birth of the chlldren;

The widow's pension and the annuity paid to the surviving spouse under the
head of work accident insurance should be abolished and replaced by more generous
benefits pa1d to children;

The fiscal advantages granted to workers whose spouses had no income should be
gradually abolished. The funds thus liberated should be redistributed to families
with children. '

13. In -the area of housing and community planning, the follow1ng measures should
be envisageds

Promotion of equality between the sexes in the context of urban planning of
residential zones, traffic routes, services, etc.;

Creation of a committee on equality in each municipal and county councilj;

Sooeo
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Preparation of statistics on the scale of the indiVidual and studies on
houSing preferences:

. Experimentation with'various‘collective services in residential‘iones;'

; ,- The increaSing of jOb openings in’ public services’ and measures to faCilitate
the installation of light and non-pollutant industries in residential zones, which -
‘must’ offer inhabitants muniCipal and commerc1a1 serVices w1th1n reasonable working
rdistance; E - _— Do - - : .

Account should be taken, in the planning of the phySical enVironment, of’ the
.fact that the population spent ‘a large part of its leisure time in reSidential
jzones;,..' ' : : . - » , .

Planning should seek to: reduce and facilitate the Journey between ‘home and’ f‘f:
1work; ‘ E :

'1 Communal transport should be developed.

'ld; In the field of health and in the soc1al field, ‘the Plan. set forth the
'folloWing princ1ples. - : . o :

- Preventive health actiVities carried out in the work-place, . at school and
-elsewhere by the central Government, . the local authorities, the county- councils, .
‘commercial firms and popular assoc1ations should be adequately developed and '
financed-i' :

o Methods'to make cOnfinements 1ess.painful shouid-be used'on'a Wider'scale;f'"*

i There should be a public opinion campaign against the increased abuse of
tobacco and alcohol by . women; -

‘ Breast—examination serVices should be developed S0 as to eliminate waiting
'periods; ' .

. 'ﬁ,¢Particular attention should be’ given to the 1inguistic difficulties
~experienced by immigrant women and to their distinctive cultural Situation,'

~-».»Research should be encouraged on battered Wives, and’ statistics in that field
should be improved, With a View to the adopt 'n of more effective measures; Vixp“

?g;Prompt medical and psychological as51sta'

a0 e should ‘be prov1ded to women who

f

) '13 Support and a531stance should be’ gi”en t prostitutes in order to enable them j
to escape prostitution. ]‘ S O :
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15. . The Committee on Equality-identified -a number of methods that had ‘been used
successfully to increase  the representation of women in trade unions- and political
parties. ‘Those methods con51sted of the follow1ng.

Setting a quantifiable objective for the immediate future and draWing up
rconcrete. plans for the attainment of that. objective- v .

Draw1ng up, for electoral committees, guidelines specifying. the desirable
quotas and the methods to be used for achieving them; those methods might consist,
for example, of nominating women for all vacant posts until they were equitably
represented, reserving a certain proportion of mandates for- each of the two ‘sexes,
having men 'and women alternate on the list of candidates, etc.:;

Stressing the importance of equality between the sexes by incorpOrating in the
statutes of the’ organization concerned--a:clause stating. that the organization aimed
at equal representation of the two sexes. in terms of responSibilities;

Creating a "name bank" listing the names of active ‘women ;.
PropOSing the candidate ‘of either sex—for all’ posts of authority,

Organizing activities, in trade unions and political parties, taking account '
to the fact that men as well as women had, moreover, family and parental S

. respon51bility.

16. The sensitization of public‘opinion .to the problem of equality between the
.sexes ‘should proceed parallel with all the other activities for the. formation of
equality, future efforts--in that " area. should be more systematiC°

!

) It was of capital importance to stimulate discussions by small groups in the
work-place, in assoc1ations, ete. s _
.SubsidieS'should be given‘to free organizations and associationS'to‘sensitize<'

public opinion to-the question; : ' : :

Access to information should be facilitated for personages influenc1ng publicv'
opinion and other officials; - ... . . " . 17 : S

Fellowships should be created in order to enable Journalists to extend their
.khowledge- of - problems relating to equality between the sexes; . -

An effort shOuld be made- to- eliminate sexual discrimination in ‘language, and'
. information offic1als should, to that end, analyse carefully the material which
they disseminated. S Lo - o

17. Sweden attached'particular importance to equality' of the sSexes in its

international co-operation activities. Nevertheless, in order to strengthen
equality of the sexes in that field efforts could be made tos )

/oo



CEDAW/C/SR. 18
English -
Page 7

(Ms. Lindgren, Sweden) -

. 4f'Increase the number of women in- Swedlsh delegatlons to organizations in the ..
: Un1ted Nations system-and other 1nternat1onal organlzatlons; :

- Qay‘partlcular attent1on to the:effeots of assistance programmes for womeniﬂ

= Devote speCial'effOrts and more funds to 'improving the status of women, who
" were directly affected by the negative consequences of- technologlcal
_ progress in many- develop1ng countrles: S :

- 'Ensure, through action at the Un1ted Natlons, that the Vbluntary Fund for
" the Un1ted Nations Decade for Women - to which Sweden had contrlbuted -

‘umore strongly supported projects almed at promotlng equallty of the sexes
in. developlng countrles. .

18. She referred the members of the Committee to ‘the reply glven by the Swed1sh
Government to the request for 1nformat1on addressed to it by the United Nations
with regard to the 1mplementat10n of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of.
the United Natlons Decade for Women (document dated 16 September 1981), and to its
reply to an earl1er United Nations questionnaire on its 1mplementat10n during ‘the
period 1975-1978 of the World Plan of Action adopted at the World Conference of the
*Internatlonal Women's Year (May 1979, issued November 1981). '

19.. W1th regard to article 1 of the Conventlon, she said that the results of the
survey carried out by the Committee on Equality betWeen Men and Womén referred to
in the report submitted by her Government revealed that the Swedish were sports -
lovers, that they were reasonably satisfied with their jobs and that they felt that .-
men should dévote more time to their children and household chores, but that the

respondents did not do so themselves. It therefore appeared in that respect, men
- had been poorly prepared by trad1tlona1 educatlon for the demands of contemporary
'11v1ng._ ' e : : A

20. In that connectlon, Sweden had a parental insurance- scheme wh1ch could be
considered- as being aimed at encouraglng men” to share with women respon51b111ty for
bringing up childrens during the first 12 months following the birth of the child,
"the father, as well as the mother, could take paid leave. He received 90 per: cent
- of his' salary for the first nine months, followed by a fixed allowance for the last
‘three months. . Moreover, parents.holding paid Jobs were entitled to 60°days' paid
annual leave to care for their children when they were ill. In addition, fathers.
were entitled to 10 days' leave establishing e11g1b111ty for a parental allowance
on the birth of a chlld, even where the mother already was receiving a parental
.allowance in respect of. the same child. Despite all those benefits, the’ survey
“revealed that only 10 per cent of men who had recently become fathers had taken
advantage of the entltlement to parental leave in 1980. ' Nevertheless, of all:

. 'parents who had received the parental allowance in 1980 and remained at home to
‘care for an ill child, 47.7 per cent were men (including fathers who had taken the
‘10 days' leave granted when the ch1ld was born). ' :

/Of.' |
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21. Young men, ‘men with higher education and those whose wife or partner were

working full time were the ones who spent most time with their children. :
Seventy per cent of men and 50 per cent of women spent less than 40 hours a week

with their children. - Men between 20 and 24 did very little work in the house and
those men who did 20 hours or more a week of household chores almost all had
children under six years of age. The latter were primarily. involved in. maintenance
of the house and the family car, paying bills and making major purchases, etc.

22. Finally, she indicated, with’regard’to article 3, that since July. 1983,
wamen's organizations had been rece1v1ng State subs1d1es for the promotion of
equal1ty of the sexes,’ . .~ .

23, In conclu51on, she recalled that job equality was a pre-condltlon for equallty
in all other fields. Any adult with a job and thus able to meet his needs could be
1ndependent, and that f1nancral 1ndependence was a pre-condltlon for equality in-
all other areas. = Sweden would continue to 1mplement its natlonal plan for equality
-and was determ1ned to. spare ‘no efforts- in that sphere.. .

24. Ms. BERNARD welcomed the positive steps referred to in the -report -
-(CEDHW/C/S/Add;B) taken by the Swedish Government to promote equality of the
sexes, She noted in particular the measures taken to encourage girls to broaden
their range of educational choices (p- 7), the entry into force of the Act
concerning Equality between Women and Men at Work (p. 9) and the appointment of an
Ombudsman responsible for ensuring equal opportunities and empowered to: submit.
cases of discrimination. on the basis of sex to the Labour ‘Court. She noted with
interest the. establishment of an Equal. Opportunities Commission whose first task
.-was to consider complaints submitted to it by the Ombudsman with a v1ew to '
summonlng employers to appear or be fined.

25. Nevertheless, she regretted that the report contained no information on the
organization of the courts. She would also have liked information on the
percentage of women in senior posts in the legal system and, more generally,-l
executive positions in ‘the public and prlvate sectors in Sweden. The report
contained no information .on divorce, in particular on the existence of a famlly
court, and was sufficiently detailed concerning rape and prostitution, and
‘abortion. She would like to know how widespread the former were and whether the
latter was free or subject to restrictions. In addition, it would be interesting
to know. whether Sweden. had provisions governing the detentlon of young female~
offenders and the rehabrlltatlon of teen—age mothers. :

26. In conclusion, She.trusted that the appendices referred to in the report,
.particularly the one. relating to the Egqual Opportunities Act and the Ombudsman,
would be made available to members of the Committee,. and she thanked the
‘representatlve of Sweden for presentlng the report..

27.  Ms, OESER said that the Swedish report'was especially interesting hecause it
described the concrete steps taken by the Swedish Government to eliminate

AR
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,dlscr1m1nat10n aga1nst women 1n a number of areas. Wh11e acknowledgrng the )
’prec1510n and conciseness of the report, she regretted that the reference on . page 2‘
" of the report to Sweden's part1c1pat10n in 1nternatlonal organlzatlons in general
_and Unlted Natlons 1nst1tutlons -in. partlcular, left certain important p01nts L
funclear such as 1mplementat1on of article 7 of the Convention, which. dealt with. the
.equality of women in polltlcal matters and of article '8, which prov1ded for -
’part1c1pat1on by women in the work of international organlzatlons. ‘It would’ be .
- useful to. have add1t10na1 1nformat1on on those points, - Under’ art1c1e 1, the reporti
yoffered an - 1nterest1ng example of- Sweden S - approach to the Convention. - It .stated- ’
‘that "...., ‘the Convention should not have been confined to discrimination against
women. -Instead it.should have been glven a wider approach, in terms of sexual .
' dlscrlmlnatlon._ Changes with. a: v1ew to. sexual equal1ty must - include measures. B
affectlng men as well as- women“' She wondered whether there might be dlscr1m1nat10n
.against men in Sweden wh1ch could. Just1fy such an’ exten51on of the scope of the _
Conventlon. : : : , S Lo : :
'27a. Referr1ng to art1cle 2 (b) of the Conventlon, the report stated that “The'
fCommlttee on Equallty between Men and Women: has been instructed by the Government -,
to. 1nvest1gate the fea51b111ty of legislation .against- sexually dlscrrmlnatory
‘advertising, and this" 1nvest1gat10n is now in progress". It would be. 1nterest1ng

- to Know whether the work of - that’ Commlttee had already produced results and whether
‘ there was any - ‘intention of - amendlng the relevant legislation, Flnally, she w1shed '
“to. know’ whether,‘ln Sweden, men and women- took’ advantage of the opportunltles
“opened by’ the new Names Act passed by the lesdag in June 1982 Wthh had entered
. into force on l January 1983.<~.r' - ‘

_28. M. - CARON felt that the summary dlstrlbuted that mornlng had clarlfled many ‘of
' the questlons she had wanted to ask. the representatlve of Sweden, partlcularly on i
'Labortlon. However, ‘with respect to. adoptlon, ‘she would. like to know, if; in o ’
‘Sweden, a 51ngle man or woman could. adopt one or more chlldren and under what
>_cond1tlons.» : e Lo

29. Ms. EL—FETOUH felt that Sweden had done much to ensure the equallty of womenn
The~ pos1t10n of . .women in Sweden seemed extremely env1ab1e. However, the report dld‘
" not mention any women's’ soc1al, polltlcal or cultural organ1zat1on that had taken’
Vpart in. drawing up the measures guaranteelng that equallty. It would appear that
" the women themselves had dorne ‘nothing to obtain from the ‘Swedish Government what
"had been granted them.’ Thus,’ in connection with. artlcle 4 of the Conventlon, the 4[
-report mentioned the Equal- 0pportun1t1es Act, .which ‘had come into force in _ -
i‘July 1980 and’ guaranteed a number of job rights. She .would 11ke to know if women:,‘
~themselves had taken part in the promulgatlon of that Act. or 1f it . ‘had .been- -
<1n1t1ated by men. ‘She would also 11ke to know' the percentage of women represented
: 1n Swedlsh leg1slat1ve bodles and 1nxthe Swedlsh populatlon as ‘a whole.‘ﬁ“

;“30.' The Swedlsh Government had made great efforts to ensure equallty of
“opportunity- in education. The -educational system established in 1982- 1983 1ncluded
some extremely positive. innovations which. were .likely gradually to eliminate . - :
discrimination aga1nst_women. ‘There was, for example, the pr1n01ple by whlch chlldf

fovn:
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care and’ home economlcs ‘were compulsory subJects at the secondary level and

therefore .had to be: stud1ed by boys as well as girls., ‘"Similarly, the nev system of.ls

7adm1551on to secondary .and hlgher education had been designed in a, way that would
give girls greater freedom in ch0051ng the studies they wished to pursue. ‘" She " L
hoped that, in its next: report Sweden would be’ able to report the flrst results ofr

that new adm1551on system.

31.° Turn1ng to artlcle 16’ of the Convent1on, which dealt w1th measures to
eliminate dlscr1m1natlon aga1nst women in all matters relating to marriage and
family relat1ons, she said ‘that she regretted that the information provided was not.
. sufficiently détailed. She hoped that the annexes ko the report. whlch had been
‘mentioned would include more complete deta11s on those quest1ons. -She’ would have
liked to know, for example, the 51tuat10n regardlng short-term marrlages, dedlt
with in-a number of f11ms by Ingmar Bergman. " It would: be- interesting to know if .
such marriages of limited duratlon occurred in Sweden and 1f there was a law ,

" regulating such contracts,” ' , :

32, Ms. MACEDO DE SHEPPARD sa1d that Sweden prov1ded an example of a socrety 1n

‘which the equality of men and women. was almost a reality.. However, she regretted ‘
not having received the, annexes mentionedjy their contents would have made for a ,
better understanding of the report.: She asked the representatlve of Sweden if it .

would be possible ‘for, ‘the Swedish Government to prepare a summary of those annexes;'f

if they were very long. Such a document.would be. extremely useful ssince .Swedish -
legislation on the subject was very. advanced, and -all countries would 1like to know
-about it. : S

‘33. She wondered whether it would be poss1ble to add to-that. summary the document
submitted -two - years ‘previously. by the Committee on Equal1ty between Men and Women
to the Equal Opportunities Minister concerning gainful employment -and parenthood.
That document was of -great. interest to other countries and. they would be able to
learn from it. She had also been struck by the fact that the- question ‘of

. alcoholism arose several times. in the report, which suggested that the problem wasp'
of some significance in Sweden. . It would be interesting to know 1f stud1es had

been carrled out on the causes of that soc1al ill. . . .

'34. The report 1ncluded ‘many 1nterest1ng aspects wh1ch should be highllghted such f‘
as, for .example, .the survey on male attitudes towards equa11ty between men and ’
‘women. ' That.was an extremely 1mportant problem of which socxety ‘should be aware.
Similarly, she bad noted that immigrants residing  in Sweden had the opportunity of
‘deciding for themiselves the extent ‘to which they wished to retain and develop the1r
original-‘cultural-identity. That freedom of choice should have been defined . ;
precisely so as to avoid the acceptance of values contrary to the ba51c pr1nc1ples
~of Swedish law, part1cularly in relatlon to equallty between men and women. It .
should be noted that Sweden had a very liberal policy towards forelgners. . She felt
ythat the annexes -would prov1de more detalled 1nformatlon, wh1ch would make the o
._report of Sweden a very useful gu1de for many countrles. v . PR
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535. Ms. MUKAYIRANGA consrdered that the report of Sweden, although very o
‘“1nterest1ng, d1d fiot- provide suff1c1ent*1nformat10n on’ "the way in which the Swed1sh -
Constltutlon ‘conceived equal1ty between" men -and women' and on how _the .Convention was’ -
.applled. In part1cu1ar, -she would iike- to have ‘more- detaxls ‘on- equallty between

- men* and women in the fleld of civil and p011t1cal rlghts as well as in private and |
' 1nternat10nal law. ‘It would be useful ‘to annex the text of the relevant prov151ons;
‘to 1nd1cate what organizations were act1ve _in promoting equallty between- men and

. women and to prov1de more information on the Ombudsman.' It would also be
'1nterest1ng to know the under1y1ng causes of "the problem of prostltutlon in Sweden.*'

V36 M8, LAMM sa1d that the report conta1ned extremely 1nterest1ng 1nformat10n,
partlcularly on the educat1on ‘system “for glrls, as well .as on the problem: of .
1mm1grant women’ and women in the ‘labour. market. However, Sweden's report called

- for some’ cr1t1c1sm because it focused exce551vely on the- leg1slat1ve and
‘admlnlstratlve measures adopted to give effect to the Convention. Some problems

. were barely touched upon, such as prost1tut1on and drug ‘abuse, which could not be

studied in. the absence of statistics and social surveys. Slmllarly, addltlonal
information would be necessary .on the” part1c1pat10n ‘of women in polltlcal and

‘publlc 11fe, as well as on’ the Ombudsinan ° app01nted by the Government to monltor theﬂ,
1mplementat10n of the Act concernlng equa11ty between men and women at work. - It .

- would also- ‘be 1nterest1ng to know “if women had other remedles in the event of sex
ﬂd1scr1m1nat10n in employment. B . S o

.x

'37. Ms. VILLALVILLA noted that the 1n1t1al report of Sweden was a 11ttle too -
‘general and ‘did not ‘give a clear idea of Swed1sh legislation relating to. the
1mplementat10n of ‘the Convention.. It was also important to know whether . the -
articles of the Convent1on on wh1ch nho’ comments had been made were already enforced‘
f1n Sweden and how. - : - , o

38. “She’ would llke ‘to’ have more detalled 1nformat10n -on: the 1mp1ementat10n of the
fartlcles ment1oned in the report. ‘With respect to art1c1e l, -for’ example, it was.
‘1mportant ‘to know ‘whether d1scr1m1nat10n adgainst women was regarded as a crime and
whether ‘it was accompan1ed by cr1m1nal pena1t1es.» ‘With regard ‘to article .5 of the
'Conventlon, ‘néntion was made  of measures affecting 1mm1grants in respect of
equality between men and women. - It was obvious that the adoption of such measures
was the result of efforts of certa1n organ1zat1ons, and it would be interesting to .
know what programmes had been 1mplemented to obtain- the’ results achleved. In
-addltlon, the report d1d not mentlon the part1c1pat10n of women in polltlcal life
" and in government, partlcularly at the dec1s1on—mak1ng level and in 1nternat10nal
forums.;,ﬂt . o
39, . The results ach1eved 1n educat1on were noteworthy. It would be ‘extremely. -
'-1nterest1ng for other countrles to know how Sweden had managed to lower the .
.drop—-out . rate’ among women and what percentage of. women: entered higher education and
i$obta1ned degrees._ In add1t1on, the Committee would like to know the system of’
‘maternity leave not ‘only after the b1rth, but durlng the ‘prenatal perlod,_and what’
' services. were- prov1ded for ‘women durlng pregnancy. Slmllarly, it would be '
1nterest1ng to know what social 'services made it p0551ble for parents to reconc1le
their family duties w1th their profe551onal obllgatlons.
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40.- F1nally, she . referred to’ the questlon wh1ch had already been asked by

Ms. - Oeser -tegarding article 1 6f the Convention. She was not very'clear why
"the Conventlon should have been glven a ‘wider approach in terms of sexual '

; dlscrlmrnatlon" as the title of the Gonvent1on itself referred only to
“‘d1scr1m1nat1on aga1nst women. : . ) .

‘41 ‘ Ms. ILIC expressed ‘surprise at the statement by - the representatlve of Sweden o
. that "there ‘was still .much. to.be done in her country with respect to d1scr1m1nat10n f
, agalnst women; the results appeared -to. be very satlsfactory. .She was glad to learn
that copies of. the-documents referred -to in the report would be made available ‘in
the near: future. Those documents would be of particular interest in relation to
the leglslatlon aga1nst advertlslng 1nvolv1ng sex discrimination, - referred to 1n .
gconnect1on with article: 2 (b). In referrlng to article 10 (c), the ‘report made ;,
mention of an. action. programme for work in schools related to equal. opportunltles
rand sex’ roles. It would be extremely helpful to receive a copy. of that document,
"‘espec1ally as it contalned details. on the practical appl1cat10n of..the action
 progr.ammes- - The measures taken to a551st immigrant women and children: were
Iextremely encourag1ng, and .she drew attention: to the, statement in connectlon w1th.
‘article 5.(a)” to the effect that: m1nor1t1es could, -if they wished, retaln their. .
orlg1nal cultural identity. She would like to know how that worked. out.in practice -
for women and children.’ ‘The report as a whole reflected many new, developments that
,could serve as ‘a- model for other countries and gave a comprehensive plcture of what‘
'ijeden had ach1eved in the area of equalrty between men and women. L “

"‘42 SALEMA sa1d that ‘she had noted w1th”1nterest the statement, in the part of"
‘jthe report devoted to artlcle 1, . to the effect that the Conventlon, rather than . '
*belng conf1ned to d15cr1m1nat1on agalnst ‘women, should_have been of a more general
. scope and covered sex d15cr1m1nat1on.‘ She would like to have more detalls o
"concernlng the Committee . on Equality between Men and Women. - She had also: ‘read w1th .
fgreat interest the information on the. Equal Opportunities Act, the Ombudsman and.
“the' actlon taken to: promote equallty between the sexes at work..'.. She would 11ke to
'tknow how' ‘many women were: members of the Riksdag and to what the ¢cases of sex
fdlscrlmlnatlon referred to, in connectlon with article 11 were. attrlbutable."

f43 ‘SMITH asked whether the Equal Opportunltles Commlss1on conflned 1tself to“'
,}quest1ons of d15cr1m1nat1on at work or dealt also with sex d1scr1m1nat1on in
‘}general‘t - ‘ : ; :

}§44' Ms. "PEYTCHEVA said that the reports submitted by .States parties should include,'
;leg1slat1ve -provisions of interest to the Committee. She would have llked the
. ‘report.- to. ‘contain more information on- the Ombudsman, the way. in wh1ch ‘he was . ;
}:selected and tralned ‘and his role in Government and the R1ksdag. Wlth reference to'f
;article- ll ‘of, the Convention, concerning discrimination in the field of. employment,~
5“she sa1d that, accordlng to data in the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics. publlshed by "
_the ‘United: Nations Department of International Economic and Social Affairsy the -
faunemployment of women was increasing. Was the Swedish Government. ‘taking- measures
.ito 1mprove the 51tuat10n° According to. the report, the, Ombudsman was requ1red to .
'.1nduce employers to comply with- the prov1s1ons of the Act.r But what was the CRRERS
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situation in practice?’ She would llke to receive- stat1st1cal data on the .
unemployment: rate for women, compared with men, .for the perlod July 1980-July 1983,
and if there was a disparity she would like to know the reasons for it. It would
also-'be helpful to know the. distribution. of unemployment by age. Young. people and
women were denerally the first to be affected and, despite the existence of an,“
'unemployment benefits system, could suffer greatly.

45, Ms. CORTES, referrlng to the paragraph on women and penal 1nst1tut1ons, asked
whether an’ 1ncrea51ng number of women were be1ng contVicted and receiving prlson
'sentences. In connectlon with article 6, the report referred to the act1v1t1es of
"sex: clubs".' :What were they and how did they operate? With regard to the’ '

- Ombudsman,  the Committee should know.the’ proportion of men and women subm1tt1ng
appllcatlons to him. 1In the summary, it was stated that 10 per cent of those.who.
took parental leave were men. It would be of interest to. know the consequences of
"that type of leave -(for- promot1on, for example) 'in the ‘case of men who decided .to )
take 'it.. It was also important to be acquainted with the situation with. respect to
‘salarles, whether every enterprlse was required to employ a partlcular proportlon
of women and, if so, .how that proportlon was determlned. . : .

_~46.; Ms. NGUYEN NGOC DUNG asked whether the measures taken to combat dlscr1m1natlon .
aga1nst women were proposed by a single organlzat1on, ‘each administrative sector or
the Commlttee on Equality between Men and Women, and whether the Committee was
independent or attached. to a ministry. - She would also like to be informed of the
,relatlonshlp ‘between ‘the Ombudsman. and the Commlttee on Equal1ty between Men and
‘Women,. Were there; at the _practical level, negatlve reactions in the circles R
-affected ‘by ‘those measures, for example the measures taken to promoteée the

employment of women or. to prohibit pornographic spectacles, and what effects d1d
those measures have on pub11c opinion. ' :

47. How was labour market training, referred to in connectlon with art1c1e 11 (a)

ito (d), financed? Lastly, what role was played by non-governmental organlzatlons
‘1n the combat1ng of dlscrlmlnat1on agalnst ‘women?-

48’ Ms. BIRYUKOVA noted with- 1nterest the action taken in schools to change the
_tradltlonal outlook, both within the family and ih society in general. She noted
that the 1nformat10n concernlng the implementation of the World Plan of Action,
jwhlch was supposed to appear in appendices 3 and 4, had not been communicated and
the Committee" had also failed to receive the information on legal and administrative
-action and the ‘'statistical -data on the practical application of' the Convention, and
in- partlcular on the way - in -which the Equal Opportunltles Act was applled, on the
percentage of women in the market place and the access of women: to various sectors
of the economy, on the ‘number of women part1c1pat1ng in cultural and artistic life,
on the percentage of women holding manadgement posts, working as engineers, doctors,
,lawyers, téachers and on the number of women in the. Riksdag. Like the speakers who
~had preceded her, she would like to have details of ‘the Equal Opportunltles :
'Commlss1on and to know whom it represented, whether it was a State body or composed
of representat1ves .of independent organlzatlons. ’The report stated that the
proport1on of women among job-seekers had declined from 56 per cent in
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October 1981 to 49 per cent in Apr11 1982 but it should be stated that the
percentage exceeded’ that of women in the labour market.

49:4 With regard to-penal,institutions, she noted'that some new local prisons had
been fitted out specially for women. Was it therefore correct to infer that the
number of women criminals had increased? \ :

50. Ms. GONZALEZ MARTINEZ 1nqu1red, with reference to art1c1e 11, whether parental
leave could be taken by  women as well as men. : :

‘51, Ms. MOSCOSO asked whethetr the Committee on Equality‘between'Men and Women was
a governmental or an autonomous body and whether it represented ‘the community. She
‘'would like further information on the Ombudsman and -his role and statute. Lastly,
the measures referred to in connection with prostituion did not state whether
rehabllltatlon was'. prov1ded for and shed no light on many aspects of the problem.

52. Ms. REGENT-LECHOWICZ sa1d that, as' Ambassador of Poland to Sweden, she was
_thoroughly acquainted with the problems  of that country and therefore had no
.questlons to ask.

53. Mr.: NORDENFELT asked what was meant by the words “negatlve effects" (p. 7) in
connection with the information drive aimed at “draw1ng the attention of girls to
the negative effects of sexually biased choices on their employment prospects” and
~what was the system referred to, on the same page, in the statement "a new
admission system, whereby sex may, on certain conditions, -influence a candidate's
ability to gain admission to a study route of first preference"., Did that measure
encourage boys too to select a walk of life other than the traditional occupations?

Lastly, was it p0551ble for a woman to become Oommander—ln—Chlef of the armed
forces? ’ . :

54 CREYDT'(Secretary of the Committee) said that it had not been‘possibIe to '
c1rculate the annexes to the report because there had been no provision for the1r
translatlon by . the Secretarlat and in view of their length. .

. .55, Ms., MACEDO 'DE SHEPPARD observed that those documents were v1ta1 to the

consideration of the report.

56. Ms; ILIC expressed the view that the Secretariat should make up a.reference.
file for each country consisting of the report, the additional information and any
document' relevant to the Convention.. That file would be kept by the Secretarlat
and made ava1labble to the members of the. Comm1ttee.

) 57. Ms, CARON, endorsed the comments of the precedlng speaker-and suggested-that

‘each State party should include more information in the report 1tse1f, ‘which would
be translated, thereby facilitating the ‘Committee's work.

The meeting;rose at 1.05 Pe M,






