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The meeting was called to order at ll a.m. .

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS AND INFORMATION SUBMITTED. BY STATES PARTIES UNDER
ARTICLE 18 OF THE CONVENTION (continued)

1. Ms. EL-FETOUH, speak1ng on a point of order, submitted a draft amendment to
article 19 of the Committee's rules of procedure. The word al-arabiyah ("Arabic")

‘'should be inserted between the word al-siniyah ("Chinese") and the.word
al-fransiyvah ("French") in the second line of the Arabic text of article 19 so that

- the article would read as followss “Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Rissian and
Spanish shall be the official languages and the working languages of the

Commlttee ‘ ‘

2. Of course the point mlght be raised that Arabic was not one of the working
languages of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary bodies, which were -
English, Spanish and French. Nevertheless,‘lt would be difficult to envisage that
a Committee which fought discrimination did not accord the same treatment to Arabic
as to Chinese and Ru551an, wh1ch had been accepted as working languages of the
Gommlttee.

3. The CHAIRPERSON, reminding delegations ‘that the text of the amendment had been
distributed to them in all the languages, asked Ms. El-Fetouh to agree to defer
‘consideration of the amendment, on which the Committee must take a decision,. so as
to permit the repreSentative of Cuba to present her country's report.

4, Ms. EL-FETOUH sa1d she agreed to the Chairperson's proposal but urged the
Committee to cons1der the draft amendment at an appropr1ate t1meL

5. -Ilic took the Chair.

6. Ms. FINLAY (Cuba), presenting her country's report, -began by referring to the
background information in the introduction, which described the .evolution of the
economic, political and social situation in Cuba. She emphasized in partlcular the
appalling economic, political and social underdevelopment from which Cuba suffered
in 1959, the year of the revolution. Women, in particular, were affected by the
grinding poverty, deplorable health cond1t1ons and alarming illiteracy which .
_characterlzed that time.

7;, in just 20 years, the Cuban Government had managed, by revolutionary means, to
eliminate all forms of discrimination against women before the law, to ensure equal
‘access to education and to free health serviceés and to provide employment for a
large number of women. All those measures had been taken desplte the economic and
polltlcal blockade 1mposed on Cuba, :

8. Nevertheless, desp1te those measures, which had benefited the entire Cuban

populat1on, much still had to be done in order to ensure complete equallty between

the sexes in Cuba. It was necessary in particular to eliminate. prejudices- rooted

in people’'s mlnds and an entire mentallty based on what was commonly called
"machlsmo"

e



CEDAW/C/SR.20
English
Page 3

(Ms.yFinlay.ACuba)‘

9. The Cuban representative was well aware of the shortcomings of the report but
hoped -that on the basis of observations and comments from members of the Committee,
and with the aid of the guidelines to be approved for the preparation of future
reports, her country would be able to submit a second .report whlch would be both
‘more 1nformat1ve and more conc1se.

'10, Turnlng to the content of the report, - she drew attention to the fact that the
Constitution of the Republic of Cuba established the principle of equality of all
"citizens and prohibited discrimination based on sex. That constitutional pr1nc1ple'
was laid down in all the relevant laws and requlations in force today. .. S

Il. It was the task of the Public Prosecutor of the. Republlc to ensure that those
laws were enforced at the municipal, provinc¢ial and national levels.

12. Although there was no actual discrimination, it must be noted that very few
women- held very high positions in ‘Cuba. The pSychological factors she had _
mentloned were responsible for that state-of affairs., . In partlcular, few women
held the posts of mlnlster, deputy m1nlster or ambassador. A

13, Equal access to educatlon was‘also.guaranteed by the Constitution and it
should be noted in that connection that more women than men were now entering
'university in Cuba.’ Nevertheless, there was still a very hlgh drop-out rate among
young women, particularly in the rural areas. To combat :that trend, Cuba was - -
currently engaged in an educational campaign aimed at ensuring that everyone over.
the -age of 14 would eventually attain an educational level tdntamount to a junior
high school equivalency certificate ("ninth form"). - Good results ‘had already been
obtained in adult education, with women comprising 43 8 per cent of the students
reglstered in those courses 1n 1980-1981.

14, Women had’ also made  impressive gains: 1n employment, in March 1983 more than
1 million women, i.e.., 35.7 per cent of  the working population, ‘had a job, .a figure
unprecedented in' the h1story of Cuba.’ .In order to ensure - the total integration of -
wamen' ‘in the work force, the Government had adopted ‘a number of measures in
addition to the ones indicated in the report, such-as resolution 550 of 1980, which
. conferred official status on work ‘in the home, and resolutlon 605 of 1981, which
established co-ordlnatlng ‘commissions on- employment for women. Those commissions, '
established at municipal, provincial and national levels, were directed by the
national labour organization, the trade union ‘organization .and the- organlzatlon of
wcmen.' The1r task was to conduct studies and propose the adoptlon of measurés for
the level of technical and vocational tra1n1ng -and: to give them access to more
responsible positions, an area in which much still remained to be done.

15. - In addltlon, the Cuban Government was currently studying leglslatlon to

protect the maternity of worklng women in accordance w1th artlcle 11, paragraph 3
of the Conventlon. . . - .

16. The Cuban representative notéd that her country, although small' and

underdeveloped, had spared no effort in the past 24 years to establish’a way Of °
life based on social justice and equity. ~She also recalled that Cuba was the first
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country to sign the Conventlon, an instrument whose spirit was:-completely in
. conformity with its national" leglslatlon as well as with the w1shes and de51res of
the Cuban Government and people. : :

*17. In conclus1on, she stated that she was prepared to prov1de whatever
clarifications the members of the Committee might request and to see that the1r
‘questions and comments were taken 1nto account in the preparatlon of her country's
next - report. . .

18. MsL'Ider resumed the Chair.-

19. 'Ms. BIRYUKOVA commended the authors of Cuba's report and the Cuban

‘representative for her eéxcellent presentat1on. The report indicated that
',con51derable progress had been made in Cuba towards achieving- equallty between the
sexes. That progress was all the more admirable as it was the culmination of
barely 20 years:of effort. As clearly stated in the report, Cuban women's gains
were not just on paper; they were the result of the active participation of Cuban -
. women, through their organization, the Federation of Cuban Women, in formulating
their country's legislation, in particular the 1978 Constitution, the 1975 Family
Code and the Code for Young Persons, and Cuban natlonal policy. :

20. ‘As she had found 1n 1981 during a visit to Cuba, the Cuban Government sparedv_t
-no effort ‘to. promote educat1on at all levels, and to protect- the famlly.

21. She stressed the comprehen51ve nature of the report. She mereély w1shed that
‘the representative of Cuba had provided add1tlonal details on the role.of the
Federation ©of Cuban Women in promoting. peace at the natlonal, reglonal and
1nternat1onal levels.

' 22. Ms. LAMM ‘was gratified by the quality of the Cuban report and by the mannér in.
which it had been: presented. : . She particularly apprec1ated the first part of the
report, which traced the hlstory of Cuban legislation. . .

23. The report clearly demonstrated not only the progress made but also the
obstacles encountered on the road to equality -between the sexes.  She had been’
‘particularly 1mpressed by the information contained on page 25, wh1ch revealed that
today 48 per cent of the staff of the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs were women

- -holding posts of ambassador, director or expert, performing technical. functlons or
employed in the services sector. The explanations relating. to 1mp1ementat10n of
article 10 of the Convention were also extremely 1nterest1ng. Nevertheless, she
wished to receive additional 1nformat1on on the system of ‘grants and the percentage_
,of women rece1v1ng such grants. :

- 24, .SMITH JOlned prev1ous speakers'in congratulating the representative of
Cuba on .the- report and her presentatlon, and, in part1cular, on the candor. with'
"which she had referred to the psychologlcal d1ff1cult1es hamper ing 1mplementat10n
of the laws guaranteeing equa11ty of men and women. She wished to.know whether the
'prov151ons of the Conventlon ‘could be c1ted before the Cuban courts and applied
d1rectly by them.' : :
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25. Cuban women seemed to.have the same rights-andlopportunities as men, but were,
perhaps, in need of guidance and encouragement so that they could’ choose an
' education giving them access to jobs traditionally done by men.

26. - There did not seem to be enough in the report on the measures taken to promote
women's education and the kind of education which women chose. ' The report did not
- indicate the kind of work that women preferred and the opportunltles actually open_
to them. A .

27. She was less ‘impressed than Ms. Lamm by the percentage of women work1ng at. the
‘-M1n1stry of Foreign Affairs, since that figure did not 1nd1cate the level at whlch
those women weré employed. Similarly, on page 18, the report referred to’ a
:programme entrusted to the Committee to deal with the question of the role of the
family in soc1allsm, but nothing was. said of the practical results 'of that.
 programme. - She would also like more detailed information on what had been done L
-specifically to facilitate the incorporation of Cuban women in the economlcally
active - populatlon and their social activities. The report - showed that Cuba was
mak1ng major efforts to .protect fam11y unity, but gave no 1nformat10n on the -
1nc1dence of divorce and ‘'what happened, in case of separat1on, to famlly property,_
chlldren, etc. . : : :

ﬁ28._ Ms. NGUYEN NGOC DUNG thought that the structure of the report submltted by
Cuba should serve .as a model for future reports. The introduction contained a -
'rev1ew glv1ng the background of the.radical changes which had taken  place after the
'Revolutlon, and also stressed the progress made by the country in record time. . She
had partlcularly welcomed the frankness and modesty with which the Cuban Government

" had explained the objective and subjective factors: still hampering the equality of
"women and which explained why certain objectives had still not been reallzed. The’
report. also stressed the role played by non-governmental organizations and
‘assoc1at1ons in which Cuban women were. very active, and which were devoted to.

" building, consolidating and defending socialist soc1ety.. Those organizations -
included the Federation of Cuban Womeén,. which had been one of the most‘important
and most effectlve agents of the 1ntegrat1on of women in the revolutlonary :
,process. : -

29, Slnce the report was extremely comprehen51ve, she had no questlons. She
Lcongratulated the Cuban Government on its success in the social sphere,
:partlcularly in .promoting equality for women, it was all the more praiseworthy as

economic condltlons and security problems in Cuba were partlcularly d1ff1cult.

'30; Ms. MUKAYIRANGA sa1d that she had ‘been partlcularly 1mpressed when the Head of
State ‘of Cuba, at the Second Congress of the Federation of Cuban Women in 1974, had
'personally expressed an interest in the rights and.equality of women and the .

._protect1on of mothers. 1In that connection, the report contained, under  the headlng }
. "The implementation of- artlcle 5" .of the Conventlon, (P. 18- of the English text of ”

‘the report) resolutions on the role of the family 1n ‘'socialism and the means of
strengthening it, in particular by upgradlng women's work in the home.. Finally,

-the notes contained in the annex to. the report contained .a wealth of deta1l on:
V'Cuban 1eglslat10n, whlch was extremely modern and progre551ve. :
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31.. ' However, she would welcome clar1f1catlon on some p01nts.- For example, With
regard to the’ implementation of article 3 of. the Convention, the report stated, on.
page 12 of the English text, that (women's.access to education was) "greater' in the
case of ‘primary and secondary studies than for men, a fact which results in the
greater number of womén who enter higher level studies", In that connection, she
inquired whether there were more women than men in the population..' She also wanted
.more information on the role and structure on the Inspectorate General of the -
Republic, which seemed to play a very important role in mon1tor1ng strict
compl1ance with the law, -

32. Ms.  BERNARD also feIt that Cuba's ‘report should serve as a .model for'reports
to be submitted by States parties in the future. It was particularly noteworthy
that all the useful information was contained in the annex.. The general. impression
glven by the report was that the Republic of Cuba had succeeded in ensuring
equality between men and women. That was apparent, in particular, from the fact
that 48 per cent of the staff employed at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were .
women and that there ‘were no -limits on the employment of women, and many other.
examples. ‘The Cuban Government recognized, however, that further progress was -
still possible, especially with regard.to women's participation in the Government
and Party structures. - It was no doubt merely a question of time. She particularly
admired the Family Code instituted by the Republic of Cuba, in the draftlng of
-which women 's organlzatlons had played a major role. -

33, Nevertheless,'clarlflcatxon of .certain po1nts of detail would be welcome. She
. wished to know, for example, whether all Cuban women were members of the Federation
of Cuban Women and, if not, which organs were open to those who . did not, belong to

" the Federation. The report indicated that prostitution had been abolished; it
'would be interesting to know how that had been done and what sanctions. there were-
for offenders. F1nally, she -wished to know whether there were many women in. the

judlc1al system and what percentage of posts they occupled.

34, Ms. ‘DE_REGO DA COSTA SALEMA MOURA RIBEIRO sald that the report demonstrated
clearly and comprehensively the de jure and de facto status of women .in Cuba. She
- congratulated the Cuban Government representative on her presentation of the report

and had particularly appreciated her remarks on machismo, which, in her own
country, was one of the most serious obstacles to equality between men and women. .

Nevertheless, there were gaps 1n the report and she would welcome answers to. a -
" number of questlons. . . . .

35. With regard to women's part1c1pat10n in pol1t1cal life, she wished to know'
_whether ’ there were women in the ligher organs of the State and, in part1cular,,_

" whether women sat on the Supreme Court.  She also wished to obtain more information
on the part played by women-in the formulation of the draft Constitution. She had,
- moreover, noted that the report gave no information on abortion. . It would be of
interest to know in what circumstances abortion was available, whether it was

free, etc. C e . s
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,36.‘ Another 1mportant p01nt ‘had’ caught - her attentlon. Referrlng to the )
v1mplementat1on of ‘article ‘13 of . the Convent1on, the report stated, in paragraph (c)
on page ‘42 of the: Engllsh vers1on, that the Fundamental Law of the Republlc .
postulated freedom in artistic ‘creation :and of . forms of express1on in -art "prov1ded
.always ‘that. 1ts content is not contrary to the . Revolutlon" That last phrase . '
requlred prec1se eluc1dat10n. . e ST L

37. F1nally, ‘on page 15 of the Engllsh ‘version of the report, the statement made
by the: Pres1dent of the Republic of Cuba at. the closure of the Second Congress of
‘the’ Federat1on of Cuban Women in 1974 implied. that women ‘were primarily -considered.
as’ mothers. " The statement and, in particular, the words "... there must be some'
small pr1v1leges and some small 1nequa11t1es 1n favour of women v called for .
_detalled comment. P < :

38. OESER endorsed the remarks of “those members of the Comm1ttee who had
already stressed the comprehensive. and detalled nature of the report, and the -
.usefulness of the footnotes and. references to the documentatlon used in draftlng
the report, wh1ch provided all the detail- necessary. -In her. v1ew, the structure of
the report offered a valuable gu1de for future reports.‘ .

39. She was partlcularly 1mpressed by the progress made by Cuban women in the
legal sphere. Thus, referring to article 2 of the Convent1on, the report stated )
that  the Constltutlon of . the Republic of Cuba recognized not only women's r1ght to
equal1ty, but also proh1b1ted all forms of discrimination, whether based- on .sex, .
race, colour’or national origin, and also recognized the eguality of all members.of
5001ety. Slmllarly, the Penal Code. proscrlbed the defence of ideas based on.
super10r1ty or. racial hatred Women's equa11ty and non-discrimination against
women could ‘thus bé seen in-the broader context of the- -equality of all members of .
society. and non-discrimination aga1nst any of its members. : She had also been .
Lstruck by the remarks made on'the Cuban Jud1c1al system and the monitoring carried
‘out by the General Public Prosecutor of the Republic;, who could, when necessary,
1n1t1ate legal proceed1ngs before the competent courts, £hus guaranteeing the-
~rights contalned in the Const1tut10n.. Such. progress beneflted society as a whole,
fand, ‘as was stated on page 8 of the Engllsh vers1on of the report, further progress;
was pos51ble. L ie o e .

40. She found the 1nformat10n supplled satrsfactory but w1shed to recelve
clarifications on the 1mplementatlon of article 4 of the Convention. K The point at
issue was “pr1v1leges .and inequalities™ in favour of women and had already -been
‘raised. In her /view; womén had no need to be overprotected“ - The objective to: be
‘attained was srmply to give them the same opportunities -as men. .She would 11ke the
‘Cuban Government's v1ews on the matter to be expanded and clar1f1ed

741.7 Ms. MACEDO DE SHEPPARD referred to the 1mp1ementat10n of artlcle 2 of the
Convention (p. 9 of the English’ vers1on of the report). The report stated that the
.Constitution prohlblted, and prov1ded for the penallzatlon of, discrimination of *
any kind. @ Yet the text of the report and the Penal Code cited in the annex d1d not
‘spec1fy the penaltles that could be 1mposed

e
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42, Furthermore, 1t seemed that .there.was a contradiction between the pr1nc1p1e of-
equal. rights for women recognized by the Constitution and the Law on Protection and
Hygiene at Work, which prov1ded.' "Women -will not be employed in such work as may.

- prove to be.specially prejudicial to them, given - the1r physical and phys1olog1cal
‘pecullarltles".” Similarly, pregnant women were exempt from overtime and night. -
.shlfts, etc. She wished to know whether that law was .enforced -and exactly what .
jobs were con51dered preJud1c1al to women. With respect to the implementation of
article 1 of the ‘Convention, reference was made, on page 8 of the English version-
of the report, to:the objective factors still hamperrng equallty between men and .
-women, ~ Among those factors.was the fact that "many women do not possess, the
requ1red level of skllls". That. seemed to ‘be contradlctory, 'since men and women
jhad an. equal rlght to educatlon. o L - -

" 43, With reference to the 1mp1ementation of article 6 of the Convention, the
report stated that prostitution.as a social phenomenon had ceased to exist 1n ‘the
" country since the 1959 Revolut1on and. that Law No. 993 had de51gnated the.
explo1tat10n of any form of prostltutlon as-an "index of dangerousness" She
wished -to know exactly ‘what ‘was meant by the words "index of dangerousness" and:
what provision was made in the Penal Code -to punlsh such dangerous phenomena as '~
, procurlng, prostltutlon and the, explo1tat10n of exer01se ‘of soc1a11y reprehen51ble
v1ces." . . o o

;44.- ‘She also wished to have further details of the electoral system and wlshed to
know, 1n partlcular, what flgures were ava11ab1e on women S partlclpatlon 1n
3e1ect10ns.;' : : R S . S

45. Artic;e 10 of the Convention concerned. the eguality of men and women'with'
regard to access to education. 1In particular, under Cuban leglslatlon, men and -
women were - guaranteed access to the same courses, the same .examinations -and ‘the
. same grants for. continuing their educatlon, and Cuban women’ increasingly were - )
‘taking advantage of. the educational ‘opportunities available. to ‘the populatlon. She
- wished. to know how gains had been made in that field. The report stated (p. 27,

Apara.v(c)) that co-educatlon was a fundamental principle of Cuban pedagogy. She.

wished to know- whether ‘co—education. was ‘the only means envisaged to- e11m1nate all
'stereotyped concepts regardlng the role of men and women 1n teachlng. '

46. F1nally, referrlng ‘to the 1mplementatlon of - article 12 of the Conventlon,
relating to the.right to health and,  in particular, - the provision of adequate~
.nutr1t10n for the most vulnerable groups, especially pregnant women, the report

- stated that "The ava11ab111ty factors regardlng foodstuffs are not debatable in our
society, where pregnant ‘women are guaranteed a supplementary diet durlng the period
of gestatlon". ‘She wished to know how, in practice, the policy of. equitable

) d15tr1but1on ‘of foodstuffs to the whole of the populatlon, and in. partlcular the
1most vulnerable .groups,. was 1mplemented. ‘ , .-

47. Ms. PEYTCHEVA congratulated the Cuban Government on ‘its: report wh1ch, both 1n'
"its structure ‘and in the exhaust1ve information it contained, reflected the- ,
Hremarkable efforts the Government had made not-only.to. embody the provisions of the,
Conventlon in its leglslatlon but also to put them into practlce, thereby creatlng
. the material- COndltlonS necessary for women to play. thelr rlghtful part in

'/;;ﬂ-p
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soc1ety.- The role ass1gned to women -in the soc1al, economlc, polltlcal and .
cultural life: ‘of "Cuba, théir active part1c1pat1on in the formulation and execution
of Government p011c1es, the1r part1c1pat10n in non—governmental organlzatlons, ‘the
high percentage of ‘women. employed in the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs; ‘the pos1t1ve‘
results ach1eved in the field of educat1on and the provisions of Cuban leglslatlon'
‘guarantee1ng women equal rlghts in the f1elds of employment,. health and. marrlage
were espec1ally remarkable 1n the llght of Cuba s long colonlal past. -

48 She requested more detalled 1nformat10n about the Federatron of Cuban Women,
;whlch was mentioned -in the ‘report in connection with the implementation of

‘art1cle 1, and spec1f1cally about the Federat1on s role in relation to. other.
vnon-governmental organlzatlons in Cuba dealrng with p011t1ca1 and soc1a1 problems..
~-In. particular, it would be of interest to .know whether the Federatlon of Cuban
‘Women-, .was authorrzed to propose draft laws. : ; : “

49, Ms. CORTES congratulated the Cuban Government on 1ts very comprehensrve
‘report, partlcularly w1th regard to the legal measures de81gned to eliminate’
:d1scr1m1nat1on agarnst women. She also. congratulated the representat1ve of Cuba on-
" her’ presentatlon ‘of .the report and thanked her for the addltlonal 1nformat1on she ‘
;had provided. She was impressed by the efforts the Cuban- Government had made. to .
promote popular partlcrpatlon in the elaboratlon of 1egrslat1ve measures . 1n such
j1mportant f1elds as health serv1ces, employment and famlly law. :

504 W1th regard to the 1mp1ementat10n of art1cle 1, the report 1nd1cated that, to
ensure’ the. 1ncorporatlon of women in soc1a1 work, the State ensured ‘that' they’ were
"given. jobs that were compatlble with the1r physrcal constltutlon.‘ In that respect,
.she asked to what extent women could. choose their jobs. - Referrlng to the "~

_,1mplementat10n of article- 6, ‘the report stated that, .under .Cuban penal law,
. procuring," prostltutlon and ‘the exp101tat1on or. exercise of socrally reprehen51b1e

fv1ces were - establlshed as "1nd1ces of dangerousness“ " Although' the texts’ relatlng

;to the "state -of danger" ‘and the preventlve securlty measures which. could’ be taken'
. in that regard were reproduced in footnotes 21 and 22, she requested addltlonal

’detalls about the 1nd1ces of dangerousness" and thelr 1mpl1cat1ons.f

,

51 Referrlng to. the 1nformatlon on page 21.of the report, that the Federatlon ofﬁ
Cuban Women, - a non-governmental organlzatlon, -had 'been ‘one of the most 1mportant '
~~and capable vehicles ‘of the  Cuban - Government, as was 1nd1cated she asked how a.
f“non—governmental organlzatlon could be "a vehicle® of the: Government ' ‘

,'52.‘ Although the leglslatlve provrslons guaranteelng the rrght to work were .
;mentloned in connectlon with article 11,. the report did not contain any flgures
rrelat1ng ‘to e1ther unemployment or underemployment._ Accord1ngly, she asked what
' thel 51tuat1on was in that respect.t' : :

.53, It would be 1nterest1ng to have flgures relatlng to the staff of the health

 services: and, in particular, ‘the percentage’ of women employed as health personnel.
" She. also. asked: exactly what was meant by the “system of collectlve feedrng"

f"referred to in the report.J"}
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' .54, "With regard to' the: :implementation of article 13, page ‘42 of the report stated
that freedom in artistic creation was guaranteed, provided that its content was not
contrary to. the 'Revolution. ' Since"that statement seemed to conta1n a
contrad1ct10n, she requested a clar1f1cat10n. :

i

l55 Lastly, referrlng to the 1nformatlon in the’ report concernlng the number. of T
" women working as technicians, holding managerial posts or carrying out’
Aadm1n1strat1ve tasks, she requested that the relevant f1gures should be expressed

as percentages of the numbers of men performlng the same jobs.j”

56.‘ Ms. REGENT-LECHOWICZ congratulated the Cuban Government on its very clear and'
‘comprehen51ve report, wh1ch not ‘only described the legal and administrative -
measures adopted to- 1mplement the Convention but also contained ‘a great deal of
information -on the leglslatlve provisions des1gned to put it into effect. At the
same time, the: .report underscored the difficulties, created by the existence of
prejudices, which the" ‘Cuban Government had encountéred in its efforts to eliminate
‘discrimination aga1nst women. In addition, she congratulated the representatlve of
‘Cuba on the frankness and modesty she had d1splayed in 1ntrodu01ng the report.

'

-57. She had had an: opportun1ty to visit Cuba in order to sign an agreement on
mutual legal-assistance on behalf of the Polish Government and, having studied
Cuban leglslatlon at that time, she had been -able to see how ‘modern and’ progre551ve
such legislation was, particularly as it related to the famlly. She had ‘also been-
struck by the. 1mportant role played by the Federatlon of Cubah Womén in many
areas. - The progress achleved in Cuba was all the more remarkable in view of the
burden of hlstory, .as’ was stressed in the 1ntroduct10n to the: report.

' 58. She requested ‘additional informatlon concerning the General Public -
" Prosecutor’'s ‘Office which was referred to in paragraph (d) "on page 10 of the _
-report, -in partlcular w1th regard to its compos1t10n, Jur1sd1ct1on and practlce. ‘

59. . Ms. EL—FETOUH thanked the representative of Cuba for her statement 1ntrodu01ng
her Government's report and for the additional information she ‘had provided on the
partlclpatlon of Cuban women in various social .activities and in political )
" decision-making. Since the report was extremely detailed, she had questions- about
only two points. First, she asked why the retirement ‘age had ‘been set at 55 for
women and at 60 for men and whether that did not constitute discrimination against '
.one of 'the sexes. - In-particular, she asked whether  that distinction was based: on -
;sc1ent1f1c studles which hdd determined that women, un11ke ‘men, were no longer:
_capable of worklng after the age of 55 or whether it was due to factors inherent in
Cuban- society. Secondly, the report cited a legal provision exempting pregnant
women, and those with children under one year 'of age, from overtime work and nlght
shifts. 1In that connectlon, she asked whether overtime and- n1ght sh1fts were’
mandatory in 'Cuba. .

60. Ms. ILIC, notlng that the report submltted by the Government of Cuba stated
that-the true and definitive reinstatement of women in soc1ety -had been initiated’
in Cuba from 1959, said that the report was very comprehens1ve, and the addltlonal
information provided by ‘the representative of Cuba showed that since that time
,women had made great progress in all areas of social life. She would however,

oo |
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like to have more complete 1nformation on the participation of women in -
development,A51nce,Cuba was a .developing country.' Similarly, she would like ‘to
have more details on the part played by women in decision-making. Finally, she
found it difficult to understand possibly because of the translation, the provision
- of ‘the Law on Protection and Hygiene at Work.by which women were. not to be employed
in suchiwork-as’ might. prove to be specially prejudicial to. them, given. their ‘ -
phy51cal and phy51ological peculiarities, and she would like some clarification.

61. -Ms. ESCUDERO—MUSCOSO congratulated the Cuban Government on its noteworthy
report, which gave a complete picture of legislative prov1Sions and practical .
measures adopted to ensure eguality between men and women. = She had been’
particularly struck by the comments of the representative-of Cuba on male, _ -
chauvinism as a- sociological factor and on the prejudices embedded- in the minds of -~
the populatioen, something which was very difficult to change. It would be
‘interesting to know what the Cuban Government, 1ntended to do to change those
attitudes, present in virtually all developing countries.'

62." She would like to know how the exten51ve system of social security in Cuba was -

financed. - Some aspects of that system appeared, however, to. have more to do with
social welfare than with social security 1n the strict sense. . :

'63.‘ The report stated that the Federation of Cuban Women had organized a programme
to enable wamen to. continue their studies up. to the ninth grade in centres close to
home, and it would.be 1nterest1ng to.know how it had been pos51ble to organize and
structure an- undertaking on such a scale.by us$ing, moreover, volunteers, who did
not necessarily have the. required training as teachers.

64, With reference to‘the plan to enable women to have a paid job at home, sheé
asked .whether, looking beyond its obvious advantages, there was .not a danger that -
such a plan would mean .that women had too much work to do, 51nce 1t added another
activity to the household tasks they carried out. at home. -

65, ‘Finally,_she found particularly‘interesting the idea of:including/in the
report extracts of speeches in which the Cuban-Head of State examined the changes
in the .status .of .women:and the progress achieved and expressed hlS hopes in that
area, ‘stressing- the efforts that still had to be made.

66, ’Mr. NORDENFELT‘associated himself with the previous speakers in congratulating
the. Cuban Governments the report it had submitted was very complete and well laid
out, and the notes in.the annex made for easy reference. '

67. He was disturbed by the provision of the Fundamental Law that artistic
creation was free as long as its content was not contrary to the Revolution since -
it seemed to allow discrimination based on opinions or .convictions.  Similarly, the
. provision of article 26 of the Code for Children and Young Persons, which made "a
correct integral.attitude" a condition for. study in centres for higher education,
which proviso might give rise to discrimination. _However, such questions fell more
within the competence of the Human Rights Committee. .

e
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' 68. He would llke to know the just1f1cat10n for hav1ng dlfferent retlrement ages‘
for men ‘and women.. ' He- would also like to know why the age of maJorlty was 18 years
»wh1le the r1ght to vote vas granted at 16.

69. In the field of" fam1ly law, he noted that the tr1bunal grantlng a d1vorce‘
could decide that both spouses should retain authority. over: the. children;. that -

, pr1nc1ple was certainly admirable from the p01nt of view of fairness, but it could
~ be asked how.parental authority could be shared in practice, espec1ally when the’

_parents disagreed.’ Finally, w1th respect to adopt1on, he asked’ whether a bachelor
. could adopt a ch11d ' o

70. Ms. FINLAY (Cuba) thanked the members of the Committee for the pra1se
'addressed to her Government and said shé was gratified-that they had taken note of'
the progress achieved in less then 20 years to integrate women fully in- the
developing process of the country. The comments made would be useful, and she
intended to reply -to the questions raised once. she had prepared a complete llst'
-w1th the co—operatlon of the - Secretar1at. .

‘Consideration of the proposed amendment to rule 19 of the rules of procedure of

‘°the Committee submltted by Ms. El- Fetouh

71, Ms. CREYDT (Secretary of the Comm1ttee), said that, according to article 51 of

" the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, Arabic, Chinese, English, - French,

- 'Russian and Spanish were both the official’ .and the working ‘languages of the General
Assembly, its committees and its sub—commlttees.‘ However, the Committee for the.
Elimination of D1scr1m1nat1on against Women, when it had prepared its rules of
procedure under article 19 of the Convention, had not included Arabic-in its
working languages. .Nevertheless, she had consulted the Department of Conference
Services, which had ‘informed her that including Arabic in the working languages of

~ the Committee would present no difficulty and would. entail no financial

.implications, given that the documents issued thus far had also been issued in

. Arabic.

72. The CHAIRPERSON said that, if she heard no objection, she would take it that
the Committee wished to adopt ‘the proposed amendment to rule 19 of the rules of
‘procedure of the Committee submitted by Ms. El-Fetouh for the inclusion of Arabic
'among the work1ng languages of the Gommlttee. . .

73. 1t was. so dec1ded o ) : ;

:,74 Ms. CORTES sa1d she felt that the amendment of the rules of procedure should
' have been made through the adopt1on of a formal proposal. .

.75 Ms. BERNARD said she shared that opinion, since it would have been better to:
‘ablde by the. provisions governing amendments to the- rules of procedure. In that

" connection, she recalled that rule 54 of the rules of procedure of the Committee
stipulated "that such decisions should be taken by a two thirds majority of the

members present and voting and at’ least 24. hours after the proposal for the
'amendment had been c1rculated )

/.},;
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76. Ms. BIRYUKOVA said she recalled that, at its first session, the Committee had
agreed to .try to adopt decisions by consensus. In the present case, there had been
consensus, and the adoption of the proposed amendment had therefore been in order.

77. Ms. MUKAYIRANGA said she agreed that,»abové-all, an effort should be made to-
adopt decisions by consensus, and that the adoption of the proposed amendment had
therefore been in order.

78. Ms. BERNARD said’;hat.she had not requested a debate on the proposed amendment
but had wished to draw attention to the provisions of the rules of procedure
governing the amendment of those rules. In order to conform to those provisions,
it would have been sufficient to submit a proposal, which the Committee would have
had no difficulty in adopting, and the Committee's report would have thus stated
that the rules of procedure had been amended by the required majority. ‘

79. The CHAIRPERSON requested the Committee to agree, on an'exceptional basis, to

uphold the decision that had been taken, on the understanding that, in future, the
Committee would take Ms. Bernard's comments into account when adopting amendments.

‘The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.






