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In accordance with Article 2 paragraph 1 of the OPCAT
English/law/cat-one.htm
4

ratification/accession, in accordance with Article 28, 1 of the OPCAT
5

The OPCAT entered into force on 23 June 2006, 30 days after the twentieth
57/199 of 18 December 2002. Link to the text of the Optional Protocol

A list of States Parties to the OPCAT is contained in annex I
8

The OPCAT was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in its Resolution
with the fiftieth ratification of the OPCAT

period;

Article 16 paragraph 3

http://www2.ohchr.org/

Article 5 paragraph 1 provides that the number of SPT members shall increase to twenty-five
in its first year the SPT was invited to adopt an annual report at the end of its first session on 23
February 2007, but decided against doing so, as it met for the first time on 19 February to begin its work

In future years, it is intended that the SPT’s public annual reports will cover a twelve month

SPT webpage link: http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat/
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? Part I “Mandate of the Subcommittee on Prevention”.

OPCAT, Articles 4 and 12 (a).
OPCAT, Article 12 (b) and 14 paragraph 1 (a) and (b).

10
11
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OPCAT, Article 14 paragraph 1 (d).

OPCAT, Article 14 paragraph 1 (e).

'* OPCAT, Articles 19 and 20.

OPCAT, Article 16,2. The SPT shall publish its report, together with any comments of the
State Party concerned, whenever requested to do so by the State Party. If the State Party makes part of the
report public, the SPT may publish all or part of the report. If the State Party refuses to co-operate with
the SPT or to take steps to improve the situation in the light of the SPT’s recommendations, the SPT may
request the CAT to make a public statement or publish the SPT report, after the State Party has had an
opportunity to make known its views.
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" In accordance with Article 5 (1) of the OPCAT.
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7" For details of the places visited, see annex III.

'8 The three countries chosen by initial drawing of lots - Mauritius, Maldives and Sweden - were
announced in June 2007 as countries to be visited in the initial programme of visits. For the programme
of regular SPT visits in 2008, see annex IV.

" Article 31 of the OPCAT encourages the SPT and bodies established under regional
conventions to consult and co-operate with a view to avoiding duplication and promoting effectively the

objectives of the OPCAT.
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20" In accordance with Article 16,2 of the OPCAT.

21 Having regard to the elements identified in Articles 3, 4, 11, and 12 of OPCAT.
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2 The organisations involved in the OPCAT Contact Group are indicated in annex IX.
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Article 2,4 of the OPCAT.
Article 13,1 of the OPCAT.
Article 10,3 of the OPCAT.
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26 Articles 16,4 and Article 24 of the OPCAT.

Article 11 (c) and Article 31.
It is the norm for CPT visits reports and responses to be published at the request of the states

27
28

concerned; the confidential nature of the visit reports and responses relates only to the period before
such publication is requested by the state.
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29 In accordance with Articles 11 and 31 of the OPCAT.

In accordance with Article 11 (¢ ) of the OPCAT.
See annex [X.

30
31



CAT/C/40/2
page 15

BT, IR HZ RS A ZMYE (EEBUER) MG EZES W EX
527 B

44,  (EBEVCEBY BERAASPHAE LS ZEKERT 2008 4 2 H IE A
S, WARDAMRERZBS I T AHAEDSAHNLZBEATHE NS, /£ b
LT A, NULETF 2008 4E 2 16 HALR 7 X T EEKPWHLE AT, Jf
AR e R T B T AR

45, NGLZE GL S WOW I AL S AE BT CAEREU0E 15 ) WA 78 25 il RS2 FE L
HES I R . ZE B (AR HEU0e 1) B 3RAT J7 1 BT 1R 1) 5T ik

N~ AT TR S0

A. 2007 4F %5

46. MR CEFEBOE ) 0 25 FMME, ADMAZR RS AERATI0E S 7 i It
ST RS, R AR N D N 2 e B o MK IR DU A5 AT AT A U RE 4R I i B
PEN G AER]

47. WA NBCE L p 8 BZ, BN 2 5o 2 I DR 3 it 45 N 2 2 B o
Bk, NAZE R ST 2007 FEITM TAER, @RA I IR e 2. N
e, N Rt ul B T O+ FAT A IUBCAT A A S R, DOl B AR A I S
5RO o s VR AR R RO E R, 2008 4 2 A, MRS ME T L
KA U I VR A Bk AEBRIUITR], ol NS S5 v G bR TS Ab Bt e P
L7 R, I I I B A AL R Bh A SO RE, N E B[ DT TAE. AN & i
AR R R T IR SR .

48. WMTEALFE WA, Pril /N2 B AR 2007 S L Il I NI I 4R 2 4R IR 45
BTN R TAE, XA FRrEEE] 2008 G, A /4 2= 5 2% il
A5 40 1R A% O WA AT iy WY AR N 1o AETT RENL S5 36 sl (0 5 — F 00 a), N & i
AR . BT — 2RO SR AT BUE BT AR N AN, B4
TAEN AR o /N 2 o TR . N R B Ay 2008 SEP 2 Jm, AR AL I
R SEVE BE 08 A7 7 o (g BE 3L AT 6 UL RE



CAT/C/40/2
page 16

49, FRE AR N GRS B D A A% 0y BN S /N 21 28 D32 R 1R BRABURT T A4
MR b AATH . EEKZE, THEAREDE - KREUHMRRE %, &AL
G Y5 POl R I A U RS AN R DL R e [ 5K B e AL
W TAE R, RRe AN E RS TE. WM TG —NE L FFNAETR
SR O TAE IR 45 1B 10 A SR A FR 4 TAEM N B, S BN, R 2/
ABASBTVIMNTENRAUNENERS TENER, ABILTIETE. D
MNZ AR B E R L 0, e 2007 4F 4 ARIET 2008 4 /N2 01 & AT Ay
“CEITR” RS Ak BN o

B. UL

50. MHAZERSCENARE LT IIRE, ZoEdn/NHZE K] 2008-2009 4F
PRAE )48 UL S AT 925,600 26 oo (RIS REE 4 460,000 £70), & N/ ZE
MWL TN o o N 22 01 45 () PG 2 56 T IX PR 1) e A8 B AR AE R AT DY IR
1100 KM 0 A U7 R O I S ORI R Se Uy s RS U R S N R
S AR A il A T A K. Wi iE X — Rk, PMAZ RS
L TEERT LA 1) 34 A4 20 B A )\ AR REAT — UoT AU

51 (AEHEBEB)Y Mlx, —REVLIIEEDWANAZT LS MRS
e TSR B, B IC N BOR T dm N B AR N R 0L o il R BEAT B S
VAR LR BTN, —REVBEEHFENL L EWRRS . R, W4k
F8 L SRR 44 B 45 Ak e B3 068 T DR 8 43  U7 OR Ui E IE I .

52, BG4, GO TE WA U S MR BT R ORAR A TN s AUTIN
SR ECA, B, BRIl E NEH T E R AT AR A E 35, W5 A 5k
K& AL NE /N E .

53, NHERESBEBFENRYIME, S METREHINDNAR RS S5 EK
B YU AL B R X BRI i AR B, RO AT R IOEE 0 H AR T e 2 R A
Vie ABEEHREBEHANRCE M /NHAE NSRS, Hur e P &aH T/
4 23 53 o F1 E SR B Y0 LI AE A U7 9 [ DUAN EAT A AR I T 42 2 .

32 As the SPT is far from visiting most States parties even for the first time, follow-up visits are

not a priority at this stage.
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See annex V.

34
See annex VI

35 See annex VII.
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ANNEXES
Annex I
STATES PARTIES TO THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL
AS AT 16 FEBRUARY 2008
Participant Signature, Succession to Ratification, Accession (a),
signature (d) Succession (d)
Albania 1 Oct 2003 a
Argentina 30 Apr 2003 15 Nov 2004
Armenia 14 Sep 2006 a
Austria 25 Sep 2003
Azerbaijan 15 Sep 2005
Belgium 24 Oct 2005
Benin 24 Feb 2005 20 Sep 2006
Bolivia 22 May 2006 23 May 2006
Brazil 13 Oct 2003 12 Jan 2007
Burkina Faso 21 Sep 2005
Cambodia 14 Sep 2005 30 Mar 2007
Chile 6 Jun 2005
Costa Rica 4 Feb 2003 1 Dec 2005
Croatia 23 Sep 2003 25 Apr 2005
Cyprus 26 Jul 2004
Czech Republic 13 Sep 2004 10 Jul 2006
Denmark 26 Jun 2003 25 Jun 2004
Ecuador 24 May 2007
Estonia 21 Sep 2004 18 Dec 2006
Finland 23 Sep 2003
France 16 Sep 2005
Gabon 15 Dec 2004
Georgia 9 Aug 2005 a
Germany 20 Sep 2006
Ghana 6 Nov 2006
Guatemala 25 Sep 2003
Guinea 16 Sep 2005
Honduras 8 Dec 2004 23 May 2006
Iceland 24 Sep 2003
Ireland 2 Oct 2007
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Participant

Italy
Kazakhstan
Liberia
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg

Madagascar
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Mauritius

Mexico
Moldova
Montenegro
Netherlands
New Zealand

Nicaragua
Norway
Paraguay
Peru
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Senegal
Serbia
Sierra Leone

Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland

The former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia

Timor-Leste
Togo
Turkey
Ukraine

Signature, Succession to

signature (d)

20 Aug 2003
25 Sep 2007

24 Jun 2005
13 Jan 2005

24 Sep 2003
14 Sep 2005
19 Jan 2004
24 Sep 2003

23 Sep 2003
16 Sep 2005
23 Oct 2006 d
3 Jun 2005

23 Sep 2003

14 Mar 2007
24 Sep 2003
22 Sep 2004

5 Apr 2004

15 Feb 2006
24 Sep 2003
4 Feb 2003

25 Sep 2003
26 Sep 2003

20 Sep 2006
13 Apr 2005
26 Jun 2003
25 Jun 2004

1 Sep 2006

16 Sep 2005
15 Sep 2005
14 Sep 2005
23 Sep 2005

Ratification, Accession (a),

Succession (d)

22 Sep 2004 a
3 Nov 2006

15 Feb 2006
12 May 2005
24 Sep 2003
21 Jun 2005 a

11 Apr 2005
24 Jul 2006

14 Mar 2007

2 Dec 2005
14 Sep 2006 a
14 Sep 2005

18 Oct 2006
26 Sep 2006

23 Jan 2007 a

4 Apr 2006
14 Sep 2005

19 Sep 2006
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Participant Signature, Succession to Ratification, Accession (a),
signature (d) Succession (d)
United Kingdom of Great Britain 26 Jun 2003 10 Dec 2003
and Northern Ireland
Uruguay 12 Jan 2004 8 Dec 2005

Note: States parties do not include States having achieved signature or succession to signature,
but not having achieved ratification of, or accession or succession to, the OPCAT.
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Annex II
MEMBERS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE

(listed alphabetically)

Ms. Silvia Casale (Chairperson)

Mr. Mario Luis Coriolano

Ms. Marija Definis Gojanovic

Mr. Zdenek Hajek

Mr. Zbigniew Lasocik

Mr. Hans Draminsky Petersen (Vice-Chairperson)

Mr. Victor Manuel Rodriguez Rescia (Vice-Chairperson)
Mr. Miguel Sarre Iguiniz

Mr. Wilder Tayler Souto

Mr. Leopoldo Torres Boursault
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Annex IIT

VISITS CARRIED OUT IN THE PERIOD COVERED BY
THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

1.  First periodic visit to Mauritius: 8-18 October 2007
Places of deprivation of liberty visited by the delegation:
Police facilities

Vacoas

Moka

Albion

Roche Bois

Terre Rouge

Rose Hill

Pope Henessy
Curepipe

Plaine Verte
Abercrombie

Riviere des Anguilles
L’Escalier, Mahebourg
Line Barracks

Port Louis north district

Prisons

Beau Bassin Central Prison
New Wing Prison
Women’s Prison

Phoenix Prison
Juvenile centres

e Petite Riviere juvenile detention centre
e Beau Bassin rehabilitation youth centre

Facilities under the Ministry for Women'’s Rights, Child Development and
Consumer Protection

e Shelter for children and distressed women in Albion
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2. First periodic visit to Maldives: 10-17 December 2007
Places of deprivation of liberty visited by the delegation:

NATIONAL POLICE SERVICE

Police detention centres

e Male Custodial (Atholhuvehi Detention Centre)
e Dhoonidhoo Detention Centre

Police stations

Male Police headquarters (Hussein Adam building)
Maafanu Police station

Vilingili Police station

Addu Atholhu Police station

Fuvamulah (Fuahmulaku) Police station
Hulhumeedhoo Police station

Kulhudhufushi Police station

Hoarafushi Police station

Ha. Dhidhdoo Police station

Hithadhoo Police station

PENITENTIARY SERVICE
Prisons establishments

Maafushi prison

Male prison (Male remand centre)
Male new prison building
Hithadhoo new prison building

ESTABLISHMENTS UNDER THE MINISTRY OF GENDER & FAMILY

e Vilingili children’s home
e Himmafushi drug rehabilitation centre
e Feydhoofinolhu detoxification centre

ESTABLISHMENT UNDER THE NATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES

e Girifushi NSS training centre
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ESTABLISHMENT UNDER THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

e Maafushi education and training centre for children

3.  First periodic visit to Sweden: 10-14 March 2008

Places of deprivation of liberty visited by the delegation:

NATIONAL POLICE SERVICE

Police detention centres

e Kronoberg (Stockholm)

Police stations

Norrmalm (Stockholm)
Soédermalm (Stockholm)
Solna (Stockholm region)
Uppsala

PENITENTIARY SERVICE
Prison establishments

e Kronoberg remand prison (Kronoberg hiktet, Stockholm)
e Uppsala remand prison (Uppsala hiktet Blankahuset)
e Uppsala remand prison (Uppsala héktet Salagatan)
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Annex IV
PROGRAMME OF REGULAR SUBCOMMITTEE VISITS FOR 2008
Sweden: 5 days (10-14 March)
Benin: 8 days (18-26 May 2008)
Mexico: 14 days (second half of 2008)

Paraguay: 9 days (second half of 2008)
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Annex V
OUTLINE OF A REGULAR SUBCOMMITTEE VISIT
Before a regular SPT visit

The SPT notifies the State Party concerned in writing in advance of the planned dates of a
regular visit. The SPT also notifies the State Party in writing of the names of the SPT members
who will take part in the visiting delegation, the names of external experts who will assist the
delegation, as well as the names of the members of the SPT Secretariat who will support the
delegation.

The SPT requests information to be provided in advance of the visit, as detailed in the list
of official information requested from States Parties.

During the SPT visit

The SPT delegation carries out the visit according to the principle of co-operation and
maintains strict confidentiality concerning its work and its findings.

During the visit, the SPT delegation meets with senior officials of the Ministry responsible
for law enforcement (police) and with senior officials of the Ministries responsible for the
custody of persons held in pre-trial detention, prison, military detention, immigration detention,
psychiatric or social care institutions or any other place where persons are or may be deprived of
their liberty. The meetings are scheduled in consultation with the liaison officer(s) for the visit.

The SPT delegation also meets with the NPM(s), if already set up, and discusses all aspects
of the establishment and functioning of the NPM(s). If the process of setting up the NPM(s) is
still occurring, the delegation meets with persons involved in its establishment. The SPT takes
the view that NPM development is an on-going process which the SPT will continue to monitor.

The SPT also meets with national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), as well as with others who have information relevant to the SPT’s
mandate.

The SPT visits a variety of places of deprivation of liberty and speaks in confidence with
persons held there and with staff and other persons involved in work relating to such places.

At the end of the visit, the SPT delegation has a final meeting with senior officials of the
relevant ministries and bodies. The meeting is an opportunity for the SPT delegation to present
its preliminary observations and for a confidential discussion concerning the visit, including
issues related to the national preventive mechanism(s) and to the treatment of person deprived of
their liberty in places visited. This meeting is an opportunity to identify issues and situations
requiring immediate action, as well as other elements of law, system and practice requiring
improvement in order to reinforce the safeguards against ill-treatment for persons deprived of
their liberty. The authorities may wish to provide immediate feedback on some issues.
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The SPT issues a brief written press release indicating that a SPT visit has taken place to
the State Party concerned, with a list of the SPT members in the visiting delegation and the
persons accompanying them. The press statement indicates that the SPT met with senior officials
of the Ministries listed, with representatives of the NPM(s) or potential NPM(s), with NHRIs,
NGOs and others and that the SPT visited the places of detention listed.

After the SPT visit

After the visit, but before the adoption of the visit report, the authorities are invited to
provide information about developments since the visit in relation to some of the issues raised
during the final talks. The SPT will take any such information provided by the authorities into
consideration in its visit report.

A confidential report on the visit is subsequently drawn up and adopted by the SPT for
transmission to the State Party. The State Party is requested to respond to the recommendations
made in the report and to any requests for further information according to a timetable specified
in the letter of transmission accompanying the report. The SPT visit report remains confidential
until the State Party requests its publication, together with any comments the State Party might
wish to make.

The SPT is committed to co-operative and constructive working relationships with the
States Parties.
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Annex VI
THE SUBCOMMITTEE IN BRIEF
Mandate

“The objective of the [Optional] Protocol is to establish a system of regular visits
undertaken by independent international and national bodies to places where people are deprived
of their liberty, in order to prevent torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.” (4rticle 1 of the Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, (OPCAT))

“A Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment of the Committee against Torture ...shall be established and shall carry
out the functions laid down in the present [Optional] Protocol.” (4rticle 2.1 of the OPCAT)

The OPCAT obliges States to set up independent national bodies for the prevention of
torture and ill-treatment at the domestic level. These preventive national mechanisms must be
established one year after the entry into force of the OPCAT or of its ratification or accession.

The mandate of the SPT is twofold: to visit all places of detention in States Parties and to
provide assistance and advice to both States Parties and National Preventive Mechanisms.

Independent experts

The SPT is composed of 10 independent and impartial experts serving in their individual
capacity from different backgrounds and from various countries, which have ratified or acceded
to the OPCAT. After the fiftieth ratification of or accession, the number of the members of the
SPT shall increase to twenty-five.

SPT membership is multidisciplinary, including lawyers, doctors and inspection experts,
among others. Members are elected by States Parties for a four-year term; the term of half the
members elected at the first election will expire at the end of two years. They are eligible for
re-election once if renominated.

Visits

The SPT visits police stations, prisons (military and civilian), detention centres (e.g.
pre-trial detention centres, immigration detention centres, juvenile justice establishments, etc...),
mental health and social care institutions and any other places where people are or may be
deprived of their liberty. It recommends action to be taken to improve the treatment of detainees,
including conditions of detention.

The visits are conducted by at least two members of the SPT. These members may be
accompanied, if needed, by experts of demonstrated professional experience and knowledge in
the field. These experts are selected from a roster of experts prepared on the basis of proposals
made by States Parties, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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and the United Nations Centre for International Crime Prevention. In preparing the roster, the
States Parties concerned may propose no more than five national experts.

Access

Under the OPCAT, the SPT has unrestricted access to all places of detention, their
installations and facilities and to all relevant information relating to the treatment and conditions
of detention of persons deprived of their liberty The SPT must also be granted access to have
private interviews with the persons deprived of their liberty, without witnesses, and to any other
person who in the SPT’s view may supply relevant information.

The States Parties undertake to ensure that there are no sanctions or reprisals for providing
information to SPT members.

Assistance and advice

According to the OPCAT, the SPT’s mandate includes advising and assisting States in the
establishment of the NPMs. These national mechanisms have the mandate to examine regularly
the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty and make recommendations to the States’
authorities in order to improve the conditions of detention. In the framework of the close
co-operation between the SPT and the States Parties, the SPT will make itself available for
ongoing dialogue concerning the NPMs. Advising States in the development of effective national
preventive mechanisms is a key element in the work of the SPT and will form an important part
of each visit.

The SPT advises States Parties about reinforcing the powers, independence and capacity of
NPMs. The SPT also provides NPMs with advice on and assistance in reinforcing their
independence and capacities and strengthening safeguards against ill-treatment of persons
deprived of their liberty. The SPT works in close collaboration with the NPMs, in order to ensure
ongoing monitoring of all places of detention.

The OPCAT requires that the composition of the NPMs be established in accordance with a
process providing all necessary guarantees of the independence of the NPMs, including the
pluralist representation of civil society.

Principles

The SPT is guided by core principles: confidentiality, impartiality, non-selectivity,
universality and objectivity. The OPCAT is based on co-operation between the SPT and the
States Parties. During its visits, the SPT’s members meet with State officials, NPMs,
representatives of national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations, as well as
with any other person who can provide information relevant to the mandate.

The SPT communicates its recommendations and observations confidentially to the State,
and if necessary, to the national preventive mechanisms. The SPT will publish the report,
together with comments from the State Party, whenever requested to do so by the State Party.
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However, if the State Party makes part of the report public, the SPT may publish all or part
of the report. Moreover, if a country refuses to co-operate or fails to take steps to improve the
situation in light of the SPT’s recommendations, the SPT may request the Committee against
Torture to make a public statement or to publish the SPT report.

The SPT presents a public annual report on its activities to the Committee against Torture.
Ratification

The OPCAT entered into force on 22 June 2006. It is subject to ratification or is open to
accession by any State that has ratified or acceded to the Convention against Torture. No
reservations shall be made to the Protocol. As of February 2008, there were 34 States Parties.

Related Documents

» Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT)
(www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm)

» Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (CAT) (www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm)

» Committee against Torture General Comment No. 2
(www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/docs/CAT.C.GC.2.CRP.1.Rev.4_en.pdf)

» Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners
(www.ohchr.org/english/law/treatmentprisoners.htm)

Members of the SPT

Ms. Silvia Casale (Chairperson)

Mr. Mario Luis Coriolano

Ms. Marija Definis Gojanovic

Mr. Zdenek Hajek

Mr. Zbigniew Lasocik

. Hans Draminsky Petersen (Vice-Chairperson)
Mr. Victor Manuel Rodriguez Rescia (Vice-Chairperson)
Mr. Miguel Sarre Iguiniz
Mr. Wilder Tayler Souto

0. Mr. Leopoldo Torres Boursault

i P I i e
=

For further information:

Secretariat of the SPT

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
UNOG-OHCHR

Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis, 52

1211 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel : +41 22 917 00 00
Fax : +41 22 917 90 08

E-mail : opcat@ohchr.org

Internet : www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat
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Annex VII

FACTFILE ON THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON PREVENTION OF TORTURE
AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR
PUNISHMENT

What is the SPT?

The UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (SPT) is one of the United Nations mechanisms directed to the
prevention of torture and other forms of ill-treatment. It started its work in February 2007.

By the end of January 2008, 34 States from all regions of the world had accepted the United
Nations Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture. The Protocol gives the SPT the
right to visit all places of detention in those States and examine the treatment of people held
there.

The Protocol also obliges States to set up independent national preventive mechanisms to
examine the treatment of people in detention, make recommendations to government authorities
to strengthen protection against torture and comment on existing or proposed legislation. The
SPT assists and advises the national preventive mechanisms about ways to strengthen safeguards
relating to detention and reinforce their powers and independence.

What does the SPT do?

The SPT visits police stations, prisons (military and civilian), detention centers (pre-trial
detention, immigration detention, juvenile justice establishments, etc...), mental health and social
care institutions and any other places where people are or may be deprived of their liberty. It
recommends action to be taken to improve the treatment of detainees. It does not provide legal
advice or assist in litigation, and it cannot provide financial assistance.

How does the SPT do its work?

The SPT examines conditions of individuals’ daily lives in places of detention. SPT
members talk in private with people in custody, without the presence of prison or other staff or
Government’s representatives. Members also talk with Government officials, custodial staff,
lawyers, doctors, etc, and can recommend immediate changes. Their work is governed by strict
confidentiality and they do not give out names or details. People who provide information to the
SPT may not be subject to sanctions or reprisals for having provided information to the SPT.
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Who are the SPT members?

The SPT is composed of 10 independent and impartial members from various countries
which have accepted the Protocol. They have different backgrounds: lawyers, doctors, inspection
experts etc. All the SPT members have experience of human rights work. They serve in their
individual capacity, do not work for any Government and receive no instruction from state
authorities.

Secretariat of the SPT - UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(UN OHCHR) - Palais Wilson - 52, rue des Paquis, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 917 00 - Fax: +41 22 917 90 08 — opcat@ohchrorg - www.ohchr.org
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Annex VIII
SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS’ PARTICIPATION IN OPTIONAL
PROTOCOL-RELATED ACTIVITIES
Americas

e First Regional Seminar on the Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the
UN Convention against Torture during the official meeting of high-level human
rights authorities of MERCOSUR. Convened by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Paraguay and the APT, May 2007. (Victor Rodriguez Rescia, Miguel Sarre, Mario
Coriolano)

e Peru and Bolivia: Activities related to NPM establishment in both countries
September 2007. (Mario Coriolano, Victor Rodriguez Rescia)

e Brazil: Workshop on NPM, convened by the Brazil Human Rights Secretariat of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the APT, April 2007. (Mario Coriolano)

e Seminar on combating torture - the OPCAT and the NPM - in study visit, convened by
British Council, London, November 2007. (Silvia Casale)

MENA

e Jordan: Regional seminar on monitoring human rights in places of detention,
convened by the APT, RCT, Mizan and the Jordan National Institute of Human Rights.
Amman, September 2007. (Hans Draminsky Petersen)

Asia-Pacific

e Indonesia: Roundtable discussion on the OPCAT, convened by the APT and ELSAM.
Jakarta, November 2007. (Wilder Tayler)

Europe

e Austria: OPCAT preparatory meeting organised by the Geschéftsstelle des
Menschenrechtsbeirates and the Ministry of the Interior. Vienna, September, 2007.
(Zbigniew Lasocik)

e Denmark: OPCAT Contact group meeting. Copenhagen, November 2007. (Hans
Draminsky Petersen)
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France: Colloquium on the Prevention of Ill-treatment in Places of Detention in
Europe, organised by the Médiateur de la République and the Council of Europe’s
Human Rights Commissioner. Paris, January 2008. (Hans Draminsky Petersen)

Ireland: Protecting and Promoting Human Rights, Dublin. September 2007

Spain: Working meeting on the NPM in Spain with relevant governmental,
non-governmental representatives and experts, convened by the APT and AEDIDH
(the Spanish association for the development and application of international human
rights law), Madrid), May 2007. (Leopoldo Torres Boursault)

Follow-up meeting, convened by AEDIDH and APT. The Pluralism and Coexistence
Foundation (Madrid), June 2007. (Leopoldo Torres Boursault)

Preparatory meeting with NGOs on establishment of Spanish NPM. Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (Madrid), October 2007. (Leopoldo Torres Boursault)

Switzerland: APT Annual Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, May 2007

U.K.: First Annual OPCAT Implementation Conference, Bristol University. Bristol,
April 2007. (Silvia Casale, Mario Coriolano, Marija Definis-Gojanovic, Zdenek Hajek,

Hans Draminsky Petersen)
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Annex IX
OPCAT CONTACT GROUP
(listed alphabetically)

Amnesty International (AI)

Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)

Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture (FIACAT)
Bristol University OPCAT project

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Mental Disability Advocacy Centre (MDAC)

Penal Reform International (PRI)

Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims (RCT)
World Organisation against Torture (OMCT)



