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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATE PARTIES (agenda item 6) (conti nued)

Initial report of Benin (CRC/C/3/Add.52 and Corr.1; HRI/CORE 1/ Add. 85;
CRC/ C/ Q BEN/ 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Gionlonfoun, M. Kounmakpal,
Ms. d Alneida-Vieyra, Ms. Sodjiedo-Hounton and M. Oguin (Benin) took places
at the Committee table.

2. M. CNONLONFOUN (Benin) said that the initial report of Benin had been
conpiled six years after the end of the “revolutionary period” of the
country's history, a time characterized by nmuch talk and little action. A new
Constitution had been adopted in 1990, the year of Benin's ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and since that date the Governnment had
been engaged in a vast political, econom c and social reconstruction effort.
The recent political history of the country explained why the instrunments
protecting the rights of the child in Benin were sonewhat antiquated, and why
nore deci sive action had not been taken in recent years. Considerable
progress had neverthel ess been made, for exanple the establishment of the

Bri gade for the Protection of Mnors which featured a tel ephone hotline
service, and the adoption of the National Programre of Action on Behal f of
Worren and Children (PNA), under which the rate of BCG coverage had risen to

96 per cent and coverage for neasles to 81 per cent in 1996. Those figures
had i nproved still further since the conpilation of the report. The Nationa
Programe of Action continued to focus on nutrition, education, training,

i nformati on, clean water, disease control and the fight against AIDS. Between
17 and 19 per cent of the national budget was allocated to health care, an
area in which partnership with external actors was particularly inmportant. It
was not possible to isolate the proportion of resources allocated specifically
to children, since assistance to nmothers and children was regarded as a unity.

3. In the field of education, the overall rate of school enrolnment in 1992
had been 33.8 per cent, with rates of 41.2 per cent for boys and 25.6 per cent
for girls. 1n 1995 the overall rate had increased to 54.6 per cent, with
rates of 67.6 per cent for boys and 40.5 per cent for girls. Those nationa
aver ages masked regi onal discrepancies. In order to encourage female

enrol ment in schools, school fees for girls in rural areas had been aboli shed.
Al t hough nearly 30 per cent of the State budget was allocated to educati on,
there were still too few teachers, school prem ses |left nuch to be desired,
and teaching materials were non-existent. However, a policy of
decentralization had resulted in |ocal conmunities assuming greater contro
over the management of schools.

4, The age of majority in Benin was 18 years and the best interests of the
child were enshrined in Beninese law. In many cases, however, traditiona
practices were at variance with that progressive outl ook, for exanple with
regard to the problenms of genital nutilation, Vidomegon children (donestic
wor kers who were frequently subjected to abuse) and child | abour. The
Government was attenpting to conbat those evils through education and

awar eness-rai si ng progranmes ainmed at parents and enployers. Children could
be taken into care, and special facilities existed for that purpose, but the
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probl em of supervision and nonitoring renai ned acute. Drugs were anot her
source of concern, since Benin was a country of transit for people and goods
ali ke. The Governnent had established a Vice and Drugs Squad whi ch was

wor ki ng closely with parents, judges and non-governnmental organizations
(NGOCs), yet the scale of the problem had continued to grow.

5. An inportant point to renmenber was that Benin was a country under
construction. The National Assenbly was in the process of concluding its
consideration of the draft Personal and Fam |y Code, and the draft Code of
Crimnal Procedure was awaiting the opinion of the Suprenme Court before being
submitted to the National Assenmbly. The Framework Plan for the period

1998- 2000 had been adopted in July 1998; it |aid down objectives for the

devel opnent of human capital, education and health care. The Comittee shoul d
al so bear in mnd that the Governnent of Benin was operating within the
framework of a structural adjustment progranme.

6. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Committee to raise questions
concerni ng general measures of inplenentation

7. M. FULCI said that the report contained valuable statistical data which
tallied with information received by the Committee from other sources.

Mor eover, the report and oral presentation had been self-critical and

hi ghl i ghted the challenges and difficulties facing the country. However, the
Committee woul d have been grateful for nore information on the actual inpact
of policies and programres to inprove the status of children. It would be
interesting to know whet her the Beni nese Governnment had ever consi dered

appoi nting an onbudsman, responsible solely to Parlianment, to protect and
pronmote children's rights.

8. M. RABAH said that the State party should provide further details about
measures to harnonize customary and positive law. In addition, it would be
hel pful to know whether there existed any nmechanismto coordinate the
activities of the various mnistries listed in paragraph 18 of the report, and
whet her any steps had been taken to dissem nate the Conventi on anmong chil dren
Finally, updated information would be appreci ated about the prospects for
enacting a conprehensive children’ s code.

9. Ms. MXHUANE said that the report provided a thorough insight into the
situation of children in Benin, but she would have |liked nore information
about the Dahoney Code of Customary Law (Coutum er du Dahoney), specifically
concerning any inconsistencies with the Convention. On the subject of

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns, she asked what measures the authorities had taken
to reach out to a largely illiterate population with a strong oral tradition
since the seminars nentioned in the report were presumably intended for
intellectuals.

10. Al t hough national |aw was consistent with the Convention, it was stil
uncl ear whet her the Convention could be invoked directly in Beninese courts.
Finally, the del egation should coment on clainms that the Benin Committee for
Human Rights had failed to carry out any enforcement or inplenentation

measur es.
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11. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that the reporting State should explain why the
report had been submitted so |late. She would particularly wel conme an

expl anation of the methodology used in its conpilation. It was clear that the
Beni nese authorities had a good working relationship with NG3s, but nore

i nformati on should be supplied on the channel s of conmunication between such
organi zations and the Governnent. |In particular, it would be interesting to
hear nore about steps to ensure that their respective tasks were performed as
efficiently as possible, without duplication of effort. The del egation should
i ndi cate whether NGOs were assisted financially or otherwise. The Commttee
al so wi shed to know whet her there had been any public debate about the initia
report and whether it had been w dely dissem nated. What publicity, for
exanpl e, had been given to the State party’'s appearance before the Committee?
Finally, the State party should specify what inpact the general principles of
the Convention had had on the lives of children in Benin

12. Ms. KARP joined her colleagues in their praise for the frank and
self-critical presentation by the head of the Beni nese del egation and the
Government's illumnating report. However, she was disturbed by the fact that

the statistics all referred to children up to the age of 15, onmitting fromthe
eval uation the 15 to 18 age group, which was a vital phase of adol escence and
one that could not be properly evaluated wi thout data on their specific

probl ems and characteristics. Wre there any plans to renedy that deficiency
and provide conpl ete di saggregated data?

13. The coexi stence of national |aws and customary traditions had an

i nportant and damagi ng i npact on the best interests of the child, in regard to
i nheritance, corporal punishment - an often abused practice - and early and
forced marri ages, areas in which many countries applied customary | aw
exclusively. Any customthat violated a child' s rights should be prohibited
by |l egislation. Benin appeared to pernit excesses of both | aw and custom

whi ch were not in the best interests of the child. The solution would be to
change societal attitudes, a difficult task at best, given the country's 42
maj or ethnic groups, 18 mmjor |anguages, 50 dialects, and a pl ethora of
traditions.

14. She asked whet her publicity canpaigns were conducted in an effort to
alert the various popul ation groups to the danmage inflicted on children by
customary laws. Did the country's tribal |eaders provide grass-roots
education on children's rights? She al so wondered where the country stood with
regard to the drafting of the Fami|ly Code and the Children's Code and when

t hey woul d be enact ed.

15. She asked what proportion of the overall budget was earnmarked for
children's affairs, and what child-right priorities had been set other than
heal th and education. Was there any national mechanismfor coordinating the
various sources of international aid and aid under the national budget? While
reference had been nmade to coordination in the witten replies, there was as
yet no independent nonitoring body. Had any thought been given to the
possibility of establishing an i ndependent external structure to nonitor the
government offices and departnents that dealt with children's rights?
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16. M. DOEK called for clarification of the disparity inmplicit in the fact
that, while the wwitten reply to question 5 on the list of issues stated that
heal th spending had fallen from6.57 per cent of total expenditure in 1995 to
5.05 per cent in 1997, the delegation had clained that health accounted for a
much hi gher |evel of expenditure. While the reply to question 2 had provided
i nformati on on several departments of the Mnistry of Justice, Legislation and
Human Ri ghts involved in children's issues, no specific body appeared to be
excl usively responsi ble for coordinating and nonitoring inplementation of the
Convention. He asked why that was so and whether any change in the situation
was envi saged. Was the Governnent planning to increase the budgetary
allocation to those governnental agencies in order to enhance their
operational capacity?

17. Ms. EL GUNDI, noting that the Mnistry of Justice appeared to have
maj or responsibility for nmonitoring inplenmentation of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child, requested further information on the coordination of its
activities with those of other mnistries.

18. Ms. MXHUANE asked what role children had played in the preparation of
the report and whet her they had been able to express their views on the
Convention and on their rights. She had noted that one non-governnenta

organi zati on was involved in dissem nating human rights information, but
wonder ed whether there were any plans to integrate human rights in general

and the Convention in particular, into school curricula. [If so, what progress
had been nmade and what obstacles encountered?

19. Ms. KARP requested further information on the proposal to amend the
Decree establishing the National Mpnitoring Commttee by incorporating an
article on a sub-comm ttee dealing specifically with the rights of the child.
She i nquired about public canpaigns designed to alter attitudes and the

exi stence of plans to educate the public in a society which practised three
major religions: animsm Islamand Christianity. The diversity of religious
beliefs called for a highly sophisticated approach to the issue of rights
education. Wth regard to the dissem nati on of the Convention she asked

whet her it needed to be translated into | anguages other than French

The neeting was suspended at 11 a.m and resuned at 11.15 a. m

20. The CHAI RPERSON invited the del egation of Benin to reply to the
guestions rai sed by Conmttee nenbers.

21. M. GNONLONFOUN (Benin) thanked the nenbers of the Comrmittee for their
i nsightful questions and observations, which attested to their interest in
Benin. One of Benin's age-old problens was its traditional custons, sone of
whi ch had di sappeared while others persisted. Faced with the abundance of
traditions, the colonizers had established the Dahoney Code of Customary Law
(Coutuni er du Dahoney), which the courts relied upon to suppl enment nationa

| egi sl ation. Each sub-prefecture, even in the renotest areas, had
conciliation courts which would remain in existence until 2000. They dealt
with cases of |anded property rights, divorce and simlar matters, and their
rulings were subsequently transmtted to the departnmental courts. The
conciliation courts applied customary |aw, but changes in the system were | ong
overdue.
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22. Lobbyi ng by wonmen had overcone mal e chauvini st resistance to the new
draft Personal and Famly Code, which was likely to be adopted by the Nationa
Assenbly in the very near future. He also exected the Dahoney Code to be
repealed. Article 1 of the new Code stipulated inter alia that al

i ndi vi dual s, regardl ess of sex, colour, religion, or any other differences,
coul d exercise the right of succession, while article 16 established that al
chil dren, whether born in or out of wedlock, had a right to bear their
parents' nanes. The concept of illegitinmcy was alien to Benin, where
children were considered to have the right to live in a famly setting.

23. The idea of an independent ombudsman was alien to the traditions of a
soci ety which was wary of vesting too nmuch power in any such appointee. G ven
the very strict separation of powers, the National Assenbly was not authorized
by the Constitution to make such an appointnment. That task was entrusted to
the Benin Conmittee for Human Ri ghts, on which both NGOs and the authorities
were represented.

24, Child | abour was governed by a recent Act, promulgated after the initia
report had been submitted, which |laid down the m nimum ages - ranging from 13
to 18 - at which children could enter different types of enploynent or go into
apprenti ceship.

25. One reason for the delay in preparation of the report was the fact that,
al t hough Benin had ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in
August 1990, the country had not |ong before energed froma 17-year

revol ution, follow ng which a National Conference had culmnated in the
adopti on of a new Constitution on 11 Decenber 1990. The subsequent
establishnment of the various institutions provided for in the new Constitution
had proved to be a | engthy process. The second reason was that the
Committee's reporting guidelines had not been observed in the first draft of
the report; a consultant had therefore been recruited to assist with the new
draft, which had been prepared between 1993 and 1994. Upon his departure, the
authorities had organi zed a sem nar in Decenber 1995, on the basis of which
the report had been drawn up and submitted in January 1997.

26. New NGOs were constantly energing; all those involved in children's
issues at the tinme had contributed to the preparation of the report and no
probl ems had been encountered. While there had been no nationw de
participation by children in the drafting of the report, they had possibly had
some input at the NGO level. 1In his first speech follow ng his appointnment as
M ni ster of Justice, he had recommended di ssem nati on of the Convention in
sout hern Benin, which shared an extensive border with its massive nei ghbour

Ni geria. The new rural radio network operating in the departnents and in sone
prefectures had aired a summary of the report, and he hinself had given a
radi o i nterview on that subject.

27. In reply to M. Doek's question, he said that the 6.57 per cent of tota
expenditure nmentioned in the report referred exclusively to health care. It
was possible that insufficient resources were devoted to pronmoting children's
i ssues in the national budget, but macroeconom c consi derations were
inevitably the main concern of the Finance Mnister of a country in the throes
of structural adjustnent. Government ministers usually failed to realize that



CRC/ C/ SR. 543
page 7

the “20-20" concept extended to such matters as planning and the environment,
and that macroeconom ¢ bal ance was of little avail if a major inbalance
exi sted at the human |evel.

28. He asked the Conmittee to intercede on his country's behalf with the

I nternational Mnetary Fund and the World Bank, with a view to obtaining sonme
easi ng of the budgetary restrictions inmposed under the structural adjustnent
programe, which had virtually halted recruitnment in the health, education and
judicial sectors for many years. Furthernore, in conpliance with donors

requi renents, his CGovernnment funded sone of the activities of credible

non- gover nment al organi zati ons, but not the day-to-day running of the

organi zati ons thensel ves.

29. Si nce Beni nese customary | aw was somewhat out of date and each ethnic
group had its own custons which sometimes conflicted with one another, it was
necessary to expedite the adoption of nore up-to-date |egislation based on the
provi sions of international conventions. He added that, in Benin, those
provi si ons took precedence over all national statutes apart fromthe
Constitution.

30. The M nistry of Justice was responsible for coordinating all action
relating to mnors. The Benin Commttee for Human Ri ghts had adopted its
programe of activities for 1999 in Cctober 1998. The first neeting of the
Coordi nati ng Comm ttee ought to have been held in March, but had been

post poned owi ng to the general election

31. Benin had no Children's Code. The drafting of such an instrunent was
not feasible in the short termand in all |ikelihood its adoption by the
Nat i onal Assenbly woul d be a | engthy procedure, probably spread over severa
years. Serious consideration was, however, being given to the publication of
a conpilation of texts on child | abour, juvenile justice and education

32. There was no specific budgetary heading for children. Appropriations
were divided among the Mnistries of Health, Education and Justice. It was
therefore difficult to say exactly what proportion of the budget was spent on
chi | dren.

33. The del egati on had not held a press conference before | eaving for
CGeneva. It had only sought government authorization to represent Benin
34. As 32 | anguages were spoken in the country, dissem nating know edge of

the Convention was a difficult task, but in rural areas, radio programres had
br oadcast summaries of the Convention in 7 national |anguages. A little book
cal l ed Les nmésaventures de Sika had been translated into eight |anguages and
widely circulated. Both the book and com c sketches on radio and tel evision
were designed to inculcate an awareness that the maltreatnent of children
especi al ly Vidomegons, was unacceptable, and the nessage seened to have been
under st ood.

35. In his opinion tribal |eaders, as an institution, had to be treated with
caution, since they were inclined to regard thensel ves as indi spensable. The
Constitution did not, therefore, contain any specific reference to them |If,

however, they were to form associ ati ons which then proposed schenes to pronote
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and protect children's rights, the Governnent could grant them support.
Neverthel ess, as they usually practised polygany and m ght each have as many
as 100 children, it was hard to see how they would find any tinme to | ook after
the interests of other people's offspring. On the other hand, religious

| eaders were of great assistance and in point of fact ran even nore children's
centres than the Government. They were given the opportunity to attend

sem nars and neetings organi zed by the Government and had been invited to
events to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts.

36. In response to the question about statistics on the 15 to 18 age group
he said that those young people had not been forgotten, as they were covered
by legislation and statistical data relating to 14 to 21-year-olds. No
separate statistics were conpiled, although there were plans to do so in the
future. The only specific statistics on that particul ar age bracket were
those assenbled by the Mnistry of Health as part of its reproductive health
progr amres.

37. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers of the Conmittee to ask fol |l ow up
guestions concerning general nmeasures of inplementati on and genera
principles.

38. Ms. OUEDRAOXO t hanked the Mnister for his precise replies and asked
whet her the planned decentralization of education would apply to al
programmes. Was the del egation going to hold a national press conference to
publicize the submi ssion of its report, the Commttee's main observations and
recommendati ons and any further plans regarding inplenentation of the
Convention? Did the delegation not think that nore needed to be done to
change attitudes and di ssem nate know edge of the Convention in rural areas?
She suggested that women m ght be a crucial factor in that connection, as they
exerted great influence in villages. She noted the Governnent's reservations
about involving tribal leaders in its projects and programes, but felt that
they could play a useful role if they could be convinced of the need to
respect children's rights and alter certain practices and traditions which
were not beneficial to children. What steps had been taken to circul ate

Les mésaventures de Sika in rural areas? How was the nessage it contained
inmparted to the illiterate sections of the popul ation?

39. M. DOEK, referring to paragraphs 44 and 92 of the report, asked if the
emanci pation of mnors existed in practice and in what circunstances. On the
matter of |ocus standi nentioned in paragraph 46, he asked what woul d happen
if a child disagreed with his or her parents about health problenms, for
exanple. Had Benin ratified |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning the M ni nrum Age
for Adm ssion to Enploynment? He wondered why the Governnent of Benin did not
simply change the law on marriage to elimnate discrimnation between boys and
girls. He asked the delegation to comment on children's apparent |ack of
freedom of decision and possible plans to renmedy that situation. Wy did the
Government not nake sexual education conmpul sory instead of nerely reconmendi ng
that greater attention should be paid to that subject in schools? Ws it true
that the law did not require any special action by a father to establish
paternity, as was inplied in paragraph 72 of the report? He requested
clarification of the information supplied in paragraph 81 of the report
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regardi ng preservation of identity. Did children in Benin have the right of
freedom of association? Could they really set up organizations in schools or
join trade unions?

40. M. RABAH noted from paragraphs 57 and 58 of the report that, while the
Benin Constitution enpowered the State to ensure equality before the [ aw, many
forms of discrimnation existed in practice. Wat measures had the Government
taken to ensure that the best interests of girls were taken into
consideration, especially in the area of education? It was stated in

par agraph 69 that great inportance was attached to the views of children

VWhat neasures had the Governnent taken to introduce that principle into famly
and tribal life?

41. Ms. MXHUANE said that Benin seemed to apply no precise definition of
chil dhood; in that regard, she was concerned that the national |egislation did
not take into consideration the principle of the best interests of the child
or the child s right to be heard in accordance with his or her evolving
capacities. It would be useful to know how t he Dahoney Code of Customary Law
regul ated marriage: as of what age were marri ages arranged?

42. Ms. KARP said that nore inportant than whether or not the Convention

t ook precedence over national |egislation was the matter of what neasures were
taken to enforce its terms. Female genital nutilation, for instance, was
forbi dden by |law but wi dely practised. The Governnent shoul d descri be how,
and to what extent, customary |aw influenced | aw enforcenent, and what
measures could be taken to protect |egal rights when they were not in
conformty with customary | aw

43. It would be useful to know whether the Benin Conmmttee for Human Ri ghts
had a special branch dealing with children's issues. The CGovernnment of Benin
shoul d consi der establishing an i ndependent and i ndependently funded
onbudsman, responsible to the National Assenbly, who would focus exclusively
on the interests of children

44, It had been stated that a conprehensive Children's Code was unlikely to
be adopted by the National Assenmbly. However, the el aboration of such a code
was sure to spark national debate and to begin to educate |l egislators in the
matter of children's rights. What nmeasures had the Governnment undertaken to
inform | egislators about the Convention as well as about their role inits

i mpl enmentation? She strongly urged Benin to consider compiling in a single
docunent all child-related provisions of its national legislation, with a view
to determ ning whether, individually and as a whole, they conforned with the
principles of the Convention and what additional |egislation would be required
to bring theminto conformty with that instrunent

45, A higher marriage age for boys discrim nated against girls and affected
many of their rights under the Convention. The authorization of early
marriage for girls inpaired their right to survival and devel opnent. Since
early marriage was usually followed by early births, both the right to life
and the right to personal integrity were affected. Oher rights protected by
the Convention were also relevant in that context, in particular the right to
health and the right to education
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46. She asked what neasures the Government had taken to protect girls from
di scrimnation against their inheritance rights under the customary |aw? What
steps had been taken to eradicate the practice of killing babies with

disabilities? 1In addition, the Government shoul d describe what neasures it
had taken to enforce |aws prohibiting female genital nmutilation, and what
efforts had been made to raise public awareness about them To what extent
did the practice of forced marriage in Benin conformw th the principles of
t he Convention?

47. What mechani sms had been established to permt children to | odge
conplaints regarding their treatnent in such institutions as school s,

heal th-care centres and the juvenile justice systen? How were children's
conpl ai nts handl ed and resol ved? Were child-care professionals trained to
take account of children's views?

48. Finally, she asked what neasures had been taken to ensure that
i nformati on concerning reproductive health and birth control was di ssem nated
t hr oughout the country.

49. Ms. OUEDRAOZO i nquired whether the Governnent had taken steps to
eradi cate di scrimnation against disabled persons in daily life.

50. Ms. EL GUI NDI asked whether, in the view of the Governnent, there was a
rel ati onship between the | ow age of marriage for girls and the rate of
mat ernal nortality, which was among the highest in the world.

51. M. FULC inquired whether children in Benin, both fromcities and
remote villages, were aware of the existence of the Convention. The

Gover nment had announced its intention to fornulate a famly code: it would
nonet hel ess be useful to know what action was being taken to conbat

di scrimnation against twins, for instance, or children with congenita
defects, to inprove the | evel of school enrol nent anong girls, and to protect
the property rights of girls. What |egal neasures had al ready been taken to
conmbat the alarm ng preval ence of infanticide?

52. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the menbers of the Beninese delegation to reply
to the questions raised.

53. M. GNONLONFOUN (Benin) said that the Governnent of Benin was heavily
centralized. The Constitution provided that national programes should be
carried out by the local comunities but financed by the State. As a result,
heal th and education programes for children were adm ni stered at the |oca

I evel with the participation of the Mayor, rmunicipal councillors and district
| eaders. Simlarly, both national and international non-governnenta

organi zati ons worked nore closely with |ocal conmunities than with the centra
Gover nnment .

54. Al t hough his del egation had not held a press conference before appearing
before the Conmittee, it would contenplate doing so afterwards, when it had

t he concl udi ng observations in hand. The Covernnent would study the
suggestion that it should make use of the traditional network of tribal chiefs
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to dissemnate i nformati on about the Convention. Les mésaventures de Sika had
been translated into eight national |anguages and had been broadcast in those
| anguages on rural radio stations.

55. It was essential to understand that the Governnent only consulted the
Dahomey Code of Customary Law when no other national or internationa
| egislation was readily applicable. Adopted in 1931, the Code had served its

purpose well, but many of its provisions had becone obsol ete.
56. The new Labour Code prohibited discrimnation against disabled persons
in employnent. It also provided that enployers who offered work to disabl ed

persons were entitled to tax benefits; both the Government and interested NGOs
encour aged enpl oyers to take advantage of that entitlenent.

57. Al t hough Benin was striving to introduce |egislation consistent with the
Convention, that was a slow process. He agreed that training and awareness
sessi ons shoul d be conducted to introduce the principles of the Convention to
| egislators. As to the question whether children had recourse to | ega

assi stance, he said that a Brigade for the Protection of Mnors had been set
up, with a tel ephone hotline that children could call if they required

assi stance. However, he did not know how many children had used that service.
In addition, although the Governnent had adopted ILO Convention No. 138, that

i nstrument had not yet been ratified by the National Assenbly.

58. The nmenbers of the Commttee should endeavour to understand the socia
context within which the Governnment was attenpting to inplement the ternms of
the Convention. It could not sinmply force its citizens to abide by ideas and
principles that were alien to them and there would be no point in adopting

| aws that could not be enforced. The draft Fam |y Code raised the nmarriage
age to 16 for girls; that should be considered a step forward in a gradua
process of inplenmentation

59. As to the question whether a young person was free to marry w thout
parental consent, he had been asked his views regarding the marriage of his
son. Both he and the father of the bride had approved the idea of a
traditional wedding. Those were realities that were not reflected in the
Convention or in the national |aw, but which all sub-Saharan Africans woul d
surely under st and.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




