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In the absence of Ms. Bel enbaogo, M's. Sardenbergqg,
Vi ce- Chai rperson, took the Chair.

The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of the Syrian Arab Republic (continued) (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2;
CRCCCQSYR 1 (list of issues); witten replies by the Governnent of the
Syrian Arab Republic with no docunent synbol, in English)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the delegation of the Syrian Arab
Republic resuned its place at the Comrmittee table.

2. The CHAIRMAN invited the delegation to reply to the questions not
answered at the previous neeting.

3. M. NSEIR (Syrian Arab Republic) said that his country did its utnost to
ensure the best interests of the child - an essential factor in the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The matter had
been taken into account in several pieces of legislation. For example, as

poi nted out in paragraph 54 of the initial report (CRC/C/28/Add.2), if a
nunber of persons were entitled to custody of the child, the judge had the
right to select the nost appropriate; and if an estranged wi fe had children
over five years of age, the judge could place themin the custody of either of
the spouses, taking into consideration the interests of the children

4, The best interests of the child were also ensured in the education
system In primary and secondary schools, representatives of the children
participated in the school council and in decision-mking, especially with
regard to matters of discipline and the curriculum The best interests of the
child were also manifested in the free access to education at all |evels of
the system The sane applied to the health services. 1In addition, al
cultural, sporting and leisure activities were free for children. There were
specialized institutions to care for honel ess and di sabl ed children, although
the preference was that children should remain in their famlies as the npst
suitabl e environnent for their devel opnment. The nmass nmedia and the schoo
system were al so used to pronote respect for children and inprovement in their
treatment.

5. M ss JARF (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the refusal to admt married
girls to school did not amobunt to discrimination. The purpose was to prevent
early marriage, not to deny such girls their right to education. The
education authorities were planning to make educati on conpul sory up to

conpl etion of the secondary |evel, so that parents would be obliged to send
their children to school until that age, subject to penalties of inprisonment.

6. Free literacy programmes were al so operated throughout the country to
provide training up to the secondary |l evel for nmen and wonmen. The progranmes
were run by the Women's General Federation in collaboration with the

United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and the United Nations Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The Federation was
establishing nurseries, even in renpote villages, to | ook after children



CRC/ C/ SR. 362
page 3

while their nothers attended the courses. There were also television
programes teaching reading and witing and general secondary subjects.

7. The requirenent that the father nust give his consent before a child
could make a journey with the nother had been cited as an exanpl e of

di scrimnation. The Federation was currently sponsoring |legislation to
establish equal treatment in that respect whereby the father would have to
obtain the nother's approval for such a journey.

8. The fertility rate had declined from6.8 to 4.2 children per worman as a
result of the Governnent's information and awar eness programres, carried out
by the Mnistry of Health and its fam |y planning services.

9. Children suffering frommnor disabilities were accepted in the ordinary
schools, while those with nore severe disabilities were catered for in specia
centres. There were also centres, run in collaboration with non-governmenta
organi zations (NGOs), that provided training for parents in the care of

di sabl ed children. Three sem nars on such training had been held over the
past two years. UNESCO was cooperating with the Government in providing
training for the parents of nmentally disabled children. Bilatera
arrangenents had al so been nmade with the Australian Government and with
Swedi sh organi zations for the provision of such training. All those
activities showed the Governnent's concern to incorporate disabled children
into the education system and prevent discrimnation against them It was
also trying to provide opportunities for the suitable enploynment of disabled
per sons.

10. There were several Syrian-produced radio and tel evision programres for
children, including ani mated cartoons, which provided gui dance on a range of
practical topics. Oher progranmes were produced by NGOs working in Syria.

11. M. DAWALIBI (Syrian Arab Republic) said that several questions had been
asked about citizenship and the Kurdish mnority in Syria. Syria had no
problemwith its ethnic or cultural mnorities and many Kurds had lived in the
country since independence with the full rights and obligations of

citizenship.

12. There was, however, a problemof illegal Kurdish imrgrants, |arge
nunbers of whomwere fleeing difficult situations in neighbouring countries.
The international conmunity urged Syria to grant citizenship to such persons
on humani tarian grounds and, in the case of children, on the basis of the
provi sions of the Convention. The rights of children could not, however, be
viewed in isolation fromthe political context. All countries had |egislation
governing the entry and naturalization of foreigners, and Syrian |egislation
in the matter was no nore discrimnatory or rigid than that of other
countries. States parties to the Convention could not be obliged to grant
citizenship to everyone entering their territory illegally.

13. H s Government was well aware of the political dinmensions of the
situation and, on humanitarian grounds, it did not exclude the possibility of
hel pi ng statel ess persons. A comrittee had been set up to consider the
qguestion but had not yet conpleted its work.
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14. The Committee was engaged in discussing with his delegation the initia
report on Syrian children and not a report on the children of illegal Kurdish
immgrants. It mght be nore relevant to discuss the problem of the children

living in the Syrian Arab Gol an Heights. According to a recent report of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC), the occupation forces had
since 1982 been banning cross-frontier visits by nenbers of separated
famlies. That situation clearly had a very serious enotional inpact on such
famlies and their children

15. Ms. KARP said that she might have been m sunderstood at the preceding
meeting. Her question had concerned the specific right of children to have

t heir opinions heard when decisions were being taken concerning their welfare.
She had referred to the apparent |ack of |egislation obliging judges and ot her
officials, including social workers, to give children a personal hearing in
such situations. It was vital that Syria should bring its legislation into
line with the Convention in that regard.

16. M. HAMVARBERG said that the Comm ttee was seeking to establish the true
situation in Syria and to discuss renedies for any deficiencies. The

del egation nust therefore try to understand the issues raised and show a
willingness to investigate possible problens. In that context, the statenent
just made by M. Dawalibi was nost unfortunate

17. The Conmittee had raised the issue of a nunmber of Kurds who, according
to Syria's national census, had been born in its territory but had not
received citizenship. The del egation maintained that the | aw all owed such
persons to obtain citizenship, but the Comm ttee understood that the process
was a |ong and bureaucratic one. The del egation had, however, politicized the
i ssue by questioning the Conmttee's right to raise it. The Comrittee was not
asking anything nore than it asked of any other country and it was not saying
that any person entering Syria had a right to citizenship.

18. On the question of the best interests of the child, he welconed the

i nformati on given about the |law and the | egal procedures, but one aspect had
not been covered: the best interests of the child in the event of a conflict
of interest with the authorities or with the parents or other famly nenbers.
VWhile it was certainly right to have a pro-famly policy, there were cases in
whi ch children were abused by their famlies. They then needed the protection
of specific legislation. It would be useful, therefore, if the Governnent
were to study the inplications of article 3 of the Convention for its
children's policies.

19. The reply to the questions about disabled children had been constructive
and showed an understanding of the inplications of the Convention. It was
cruci al that disabled children should attend school so as to prevent their

mar gi nal i zation in society. The policies were in place, but it was not clear
that practical action had been taken to inplenent them for exanple with
regard to constructing neans of access for children in wheel chairs and

provi ding i nformati on and gui dance for teachers. Mreover, the teacher/ pupi
ratio was still large in Syria, so that coping with disabled children
constituted a major burden for teachers. Extra support was therefore needed,
and practical steps should be taken to furnish it.
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20. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said that everyone agreed that the principle of the
best interests of the child was a very general one that applied to all parts
of the Convention and to all policies for children. However, in the event of
a conflict either between the general interest of society and that of an

i ndi vidual child or between different basic rights of a child, things becane
nmore conplicated. The case of preventing married girls from attendi ng schoo
of fered a good exanple of both kinds of conflict.

21. Syria's attenpts to prevent early narriage represented the genera
interest of society, but it was in the interest of the girls concerned to
continue their studies as well as care for their children. There was also the
probl em of stigmatizing such girls by preventing them from attendi ng school

It was essential to focus on the best interests of the girl and not to punish
her twi ce over by social stigmatization and denial of access to education
Syria's solution did not seemto be in the best interests of the child and a
di fferent approach should be adopted.

22. Legi sl ation nmust protect against all the forns of discrimnation |isted
in the Convention and apply to all children under the jurisdiction of the
State, including refugees. Wile she could accept the argunent that it was
usually difficult to acquire the citizenship of a foreign country, that was
not the question at issue. The children under consideration were not in
possessi on of passports or other identity docunents; the were stateless. They
had no alternative to Syrian citizenship. She hoped that the situation of
such children in the Syrian Arab Republic would inprove before its next
periodic report was considered and that the Conmittee's concern on the subject
woul d be conveyed to the conpetent authorities.

23. M. MOMBESHORA said that many of the causes of infant nortality, such as

congenital anomalies and prematurity, were easily preventable. |t appeared
that little use was nade of antenatal clinics and the rate of hone deliveries
was still high in many areas. Perhaps wonmen were not fully aware of the

benefits of such facilities, including the nmonitoring of high-risk
pregnanci es. He hoped sonet hing would be done to renedy that situation

24. Ms. KARP said that the del egati on had not answered her question
regardi ng medi cal treatnment for children. What she wanted to know was whet her
children could consult general practitioners or specialists for treatnent or
advice without their parents' consent. For instance, could contraceptives be
prescribed to girls aged 14? WAs there a tel ephone hot line in the country
that children could use to seek advice on their health or other problens?

25. M. NSEIR (Syrian Arab Republic) said he welconmed the coments and
recommendati ons nmade by the Committee, acknow edging that there was room for

i nprovenent in many areas affecting children. Such progress could only be
achi eved, however, in accordance with the principles underlying Syrian culture
and society. M. Hammarberg had nade a very valid point regarding the

di sabl ed and education. To provide special training and facilities, greater
mat eri al resources were needed, for which his Governnment had requested

i nternational assistance from United Nations bodi es and NGOCs.
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26. Young girls who narried early were not prevented from attendi ng schoo
by law. The neasures in question had been adopted by the Mnistry of
Educati on and were therefore subject to review. As to whether the best
interests of the child were taken into account in court decisions, he was not
certain of the existence of specific legislation to that end, but would be
able to provide nore information on the subject in due course.

27. Replying to M. Monbeshora's questions, he said that better health care
for wonen was considered to be one of the major goals to be attained in the
near future, on the basis of the resources available. Grls could be

prescri bed contraceptives only fromthe age of 18 onwards since, in keeping
with Syrian |legislation and custonms, sexual relations were not permtted
out si de marri age.

28. M ss JARF (Syrian Arab Republic) said that preventing young married
worren from attendi ng school was ained at di scouraging parents from arrangi ng
early marriages and not at punishing the girls concerned.

29. Hi gh-ri sk pregnancies currently occurred nost frequently in wonen

bet ween the ages of 40 and 50, but early pregnancy remai ned one of the causes
of premature births. Considerable progress had been nade in creating

awar eness of the di sadvantages of early pregnancies; efforts had been made to
pronmote health care during pregnancy and to inprove the facilities and
services available, including the nonitoring of high-risk pregnancies; drugs
were prescribed free of charge to all pregnant women and fam |y planni ng was
actively encouraged. U timtely, however, the decision rested with the
persons concerned and some wonmen chose to continue their pregnancies in spite
of the risks involved.

30. The CHAI RPERSON invited the members of the Conmittee to ask questions
concerning the sections of the initial report entitled “Education, |eisure and
cultural activities” and “Special protection neasures”

31. Ms. BADRAN said that, sonme nonths previously, she had attended a

sem nar at Al eppo, organized by the Syrian Wnen's General Federation, in
cooperation with UNICEF, to train governnment staff and NGOs on the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. At the sem nar, reconmmendations had been
adopted on many of the issues raised by nmenbers of the Conmittee including
early marriage and education. Unfortunately, such issues had not been covered
inthe initial report which had been drafted before the holding of the

sem nar.

32. It had energed fromthe discussion that the ban inposed by the education
authorities on school attendance by nmarried girls had arisen in part fromthe
fear that their attendance at school would | ead to a di scussion of sex and
pregnancy. Sex education had subsequently becone part of the national schoo
curriculum so that reason was no | onger a valid one.

33. The question of the participation of children had al so been extensively
di scussed and, it was her understanding, given the simlarity of Egyptian and
Syrian law, that the views of children were invited in certain circumstances,
i ncludi ng cases of separation and custody.
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34. Ms. EUFEM O said it appeared fromthe information available that, in
Syria, children of preschool age had little opportunity for socialization and
education in a spirit of peace and tolerance. That was regrettable, since the
first few years of life represented such a crucial stage in children's

devel opnent. Perhaps the education authorities m ght consider some

i mprovenent along those lines, even if it neant using some of the resources
normal Iy allocated to primary school education

35. Mor eover, the ainms of primary education did not seemto be in keeping
with those outlined in article 29, paragraph 1, subparagraph (d), of the
Convention and thus would not prepare children for a responsible life in a
free society. In view of the fact that the Syrian Arab Republic was a

mul tiracial and multi-denom national society, she hoped that it would be
possi bl e to take account of those aspects in the national primry schoo
curriculumin the future.

36. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said that, according to the Convention, States parties
shoul d ensure realization of the econom c, social and cultural rights of

chil dren by undertaki ng neasures to the maxi num extent of their avail able
resources, yet defence seened to be given priority over the social sectors in
the Syrian budget. There was clearly not enough investnent in education
which might in part explain the high drop-out rate from schools and the

di sparities between the urban and rural areas. More resources nust be
injected to provide better quality education. She also hoped that the
recommendati ons nmade at the Al eppo seminar, particularly regarding sex
education, would be reflected in the school curricula of the future.

37. Access to specialized training facilities and personnel by disabl ed
children was not necessarily the best approach, since it might ultinmately | ead
to segregation and discrimnation. It would be preferable if children with

certain types of disabilities could be integrated into the conmunity by
attendi ng ordinary schools, since contact with other children was vital for
their social devel opnent.

38. The Convention highlighted the inportance of the conmon responsibility
and equal rights of parents concerning their children's welfare and
upbringing. Consequently, both fathers and nothers should be entitled to take
their children out of the country.

39. The del egation had said that the birth of children out of wedl ock was
not accepted in Syrian society. Wile not wishing to level any criticism

t here, she was concerned about what becane of such children who m ght well be
abandoned, institutionalized or stigmatized.

40. A recent study carried out by the Syrian Wnen's General Federation, in
cooperation with UNICEF and the Central Bureau of Statistics, indicated that
there was a tendency for parents, even the better educated ones, to inflict
corporal punishment on children or to threaten themw th such puni shrment.

Si nce the Convention was opposed to any form of physical or nental punishnent,
on the prem se that the participation of children through dial ogue and

confi dence-buil ding achi eved the sane results, she would |ike to know what
steps were being taken to reverse that tendency.
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41. M. KOOSOV said he shared the previous speaker's concern at the

evi dence of fairly w despread corporal punishment and degradi ng treatnment of
children in Syrian famlies and schools. Such practices could be elimnated,
as borne out by the case of Russia, where the problem had been resol ved not
through | egislation, but by creating a greater awareness in famlies and anong
t he general public. Children subjected to such treatment did not often becone
good citizens.

42. A further concern was the situation of street children, even those who
sl ept at home but did not attend school and worked or begged on the streets
for a living. The report referred to sone kind of assistance being provided
to them Surely, however, preventive nmeasures would prove nmore effective in
the long run, although initially requiring sonme investnent.

43. Ms. KARP said that the fact that the initial report and the witten
replies were conpletely silent on the question of sexual abuse within the
famly - a phenonenon to which no society was inmune - suggested that it was a
taboo issue with which Syrian society had yet to cone to ternms. In that
connection, it nust be borne in mnd that, where children were exposed to any
form of abuse, the Convention overruled the principle that the famly was the
best environment for the child. The authorities should first carry out a
study on the incidence of the phenonenon, after which specific |egislation
could be drafted and rehabilitation and training programres put in place.

44, M. HAMVARBERG said that it mght be useful to approach the review of
the curricul um which was currently under way fromthe standpoint of conpliance
wi th aspects of the Convention such as non-discrimnation and respect for the
views of the child. Possible benefits might include integration of the
concept of “inclusive education” (for exanple, in the case of disabled
children), and a shift of enphasis fromteaching to learning. Wth regard to
discipline, it was not enough to ban corporal punishment in schools: there
must al so be a followup, to ensure that the measure was inplenmented in
practice. He therefore urged the authorities to persevere with the steps
outlined in their witten reply to issue No. 31

45, The sad truth was that, despite assertions by sonme del egations to the
contrary, children were exposed to donestic sexual abuse in all countries.
Soci al workers must be alerted to the problem |In societies where the issue
was taboo, children sexually abused by their parents were liable to be both
stigmati zed and traunmati zed.

46. The Syrian authorities also appeared to accord low priority to the
pronmoti on of play activities both in and out of school: there should be nore
i nvestment in playgrounds and play facilities in |arge comunities.

47. Lastly, he wished to point out that when the initial report of Lebanon
had been consi dered, the Lebanese del egation had identified children of Syrian
m grants working tenporarily in Lebanon as a vul nerable group, with whomits
Government was not fully conpetent to deal, as they were not Lebanese
citizens. That was a matter that should be taken up jointly by the Syrian and
Lebanese authorities.
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48. Ms. BADRAN said that sociol ogists should be comr ssioned to | ook into
the reasons for the high drop-out rate fromprinmary and secondary school s.

The neeting was suspended at 4.50 p.m and resuned at 5.05 p. m

49. M ss JARF (Syrian Arab Republic), replying to questions on neasures to
protect children under the age of six, said that there were 1,037 day-care
centres in the Syrian Arab Republic, staffed by nmore than 4,000 nurses and
attended by 90,000 children. |Instruction was given in such matters as

hygi ene, acci dent prevention, road safety, the environment, draw ng, physica
education, and respect for others and for society.

50. Chil dren had opportunities to express thensel ves through the youth and
Tal a'i (Vanguard) organi zations, and the Mnistry of Education al so encouraged
sel f-expression through nusical and artistic progranmes, publications and
cultural and folklore centres. Recreational parks for children were provided
in neWy built-up districts. The Youth and Tala'i organi zati ons were starting
to run summer canps to familiarize children with their environment and with
ways of safeguarding it. Dance, song, drama, draw ng and gymmastics
conpetitions and swi mming gal as were al so organi zed.

51. Cor poral punishnment in schools was banned, and the perpetrators
disciplined. As for drop-out rates, the responsibility for dealing with
children's social problens in the primary schools lay with the head teachers.

52. M. NSEIR (Syrian Arab Republic) confirned that efforts were being made
to follow up the |egislation banning corporal punishment in schools and in the
home by campaigns to change the traditional attitudes towards children. The
probl em of street children was not w despread in his country. [Its incidence
was |inked to the drop-out rates from school, and to econom c consi derations:
parents someti mes encouraged their children to beg. The Mnistry of Labour
had adopted sonme renedi al neasures, but greater efforts were, perhaps, needed
to ensure that the problemdid not get out of hand.

53. On the problem of the children of Syrian mgrant workers in Lebanon, the
two Governnents were endeavouring to resolve the question jointly, but
ultimate responsibility lay with Lebanon, as a sovereign and i ndependent

State.

54. Sexual abuse in the famly was rare, and no statistics were avail abl e,
but it was true that greater social awareness of the problemwas needed. On
the curricula and syl labuses, efforts had been nade to bring school progranmes
into line with global scientific and cultural devel opnents. Those efforts,
however, called for very considerable resources. The review of the curricul um
woul d certainly take into account the Convention, which would al so be taught
in law and nedical faculties. Fuller details of curriculumcontents could be
forwarded to the Conmittee, if so desired.

55. Ms. EUFEM O said that the figure of 90,000 children cited as attending
day-care centres represented a very |low proportion of the total nunber of
children of preschool age, and that the day-care centres charged fees for
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their services. Her proposal had been that the authorities should identify
some | owcost alternatives, with a view to increasing the coverage at
preschool |evel

56. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said that the exception to the statutory ban on
corporal punishment, whereby such puni shment was allowed wi thin conventiona
limts, opened the door to highly subjective interpretations and was
counterproductive. Donestic |legislation should be amended to bring it into
line with the provisions of article 19 of the Convention. Countries such as
Sweden, that had banned corporal punishment conpletely, found that |egislation
pl ayed a catalytic role in eradicating acceptance of corporal punishment as
the norm Canpai gns should al so be | aunched to rai se awareness of the issue
within the famly

57. Deprivation of liberty, interpreted in the broadest sense, should be
used only as a last resort. Alternatives to institutional care should thus be
consi dered, and the age of crimnal responsibility brought into line with the
age of mpjority.

58. The initial report sonmewhat optimstically described the Syrian system
of juvenile justice as “one of the world' s nost nodern and advanced”. The
study to which she had previously referred painted a very different picture:
one of unhealthy living conditions in institutions, shortages of food,
clothing and qualified staff, overcrowdi ng and unduly harsh punishments. She
thus urged the Syrian authorities to review the conditions in juvenile reform
centres and to anend their legislation in that area.

59. M. HAMVARBERG said that there was a need for a |legal review of the
question of the institutionalization of children, an investigation into
conditions in institutions, an independent regulatory and nonitoring body and
a mechani sm for conpl aints.

60. Syrian child-1abour |egislation was, for the nost part, nodern, although
that was not in itself enough to prevent a gap between |law and reality.
Certain provisions of its legislation relating to exceptions regarding the
enpl oynent of children, such as on famly farns, were a cause for concern and
Syria should | ook carefully at the International Labour Organization (ILO)

M ni mum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) for guidance on how to anend its | ega
provi si ons.

61. Ratification of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and
the 1967 Protocol would be a positive step in terns of protecting the rights
of refugee children

62. Ms. KARP recommended that the authorities take note of the proceedings
and outcone of the Commttee’'s thematic day on the question of juvenile
justice, which could help to provide a basis for devel opi ng new policies.

63. M. NSEIR (Syrian Arab Republic) said that he fully shared the concerns
expressed by the menmbers of the Conmittee and that his authorities were doing
all they could to inprove the situation of children. The basic structure was
in place but it needed to be strengthened and revised to take care of areas in
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need of reform Syria would work with the United Nati ons agencies and
cooperate fully with projects that would best serve the interests of the
chi | d.

64. It was true that work needed to be done on the question of preschoo
establishnents. Kindergartens, specialists and teachers were avail abl e, but
demand outstripped supply around the country, a situation which could only be
remedi ed i f adequate financial resources becane avail abl e.

65. There were a few exceptions to the regul ati ons governing the age at
which a child could work, but the kinds of work involved and conditions were
clearly specified. The issue would be | ooked at again and the Conmttee's
recommendati ons and comments woul d be passed on to the conpetent authorities
for consideration.

66. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said that it was easy to becone bogged down in trying
to find ambitious solutions to problens while overlooking sinple answers. For
exanple, in the area of juvenile justice, there was no need to go to the
expense of building prisons and institutions. The solution did not lie in
institutional care but in enhancing the role of the famly and society.

67. Syria should identify priority areas of action and then seek the
assi stance of the relevant United Nations organ

68. Ms. EUFEM O said there were alternative cost-effective and innovative
alternatives in the area of preschool education. Some countries had enjoyed
success with a famly day-care system whereby a community or nei ghbour hood
woul d organize a network of fam |y hones that took it in turns to | ook after a
group of children.

69. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the menbers of the Cormittee to nake their
concl uding comments to the del egation of the Syrian Arab Republic.

70. M. MOMBESHORA said that he was not entirely convinced that the best use
was being made of the Syrian health services. For exanple, it was stated that
a worman tended to stop breast-feeding her child after three nonths because she
had become pregnant again, which inplied a need for health educati on on what
was available in terms of famly planning and how to derive the maxi mum
benefit therefrom

71. The all ocation of resources needed to be revised, not |east

since 31 per cent of the country’s budget was spent on defence, to the
detrinent of the social sectors, including health services which accounted for
a nere 2 per cent.

72. M. HAMVARBERG said, with regard to the inplenentation of article 4 of
t he Convention, that the Government of Syria should | ook at ways in which it
coul d ensure open discussion, when its budget was bei ng adopted, on how best
to serve the interests of the child.

73. The Committee had paid particular attention to the role and functions of
the commttees that dealt with children s issues because it was sonetines the
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case that high-level bodies, although set up with the best of intentions,
actual ly inpeded progress. Every care should, therefore, be taken to ensure
that they functioned effectively.

74. It had al so enphasi zed that education and information were needed to
hel p prevent early nmarriage and recomrended that a study be carried out on the
qguestion of child | abour

75. Ms. KARP said that strategies to pronmpte the participation of children
in issues of direct consequence to them and as partners in pronoting their
rights, were needed, as were neasures to encourage the participation of
society at large, NGOs and international bodies.

76. The concept of protection should be expanded to areas which remined
t aboo.
77. She hoped that the del egati on would reconmend publication of its

di al ogue with the Committee and the ensuing recommendati ons and concl usi ons
and thus pronmote a public and parlianmentary di scussion on children’ s issues.

78. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said it was regrettable that no one with direct
i nvol venment in the policies and strategies affecting children had been sent
from Syria as a nenber of the del egation

79. There were several areas that demanded careful consideration. First,
Syria should give thought to withdrawi ng some of the reservations it had
entered to the Convention. Secondly, a legislative review was essential, wth
efforts to bring legislation into conformty with the Convention and to

i ntroduce new |l egislation, particularly in ternms of the definition of the
child, famly law, child |abour, juvenile justice, the prohibition of corpora
puni shment, non-di scrimnation and the status of girls and wonen. Cooperation
projects on those issues with the international conmunity should be
consi der ed.

80. Thirdly, vertical coordination, fromthe centre down to the |oca
authorities, needed to be strengthened in order to pronote a flow of

i nformati on which could be used to assess the situation of children in al
areas and give an idea of where priority action should be taken

81. Ms. BADRAN said she hoped that the Governnent of Syria would take heed
of the outcone of the Al eppo sem nar. The question of budgetary allocations

shoul d be | ooked into carefully so as to ensure a nore bal anced di stribution

of resources.

82. M. KOOSOV said that the subm ssion of a report and the resultant

di al ogue with the Comrittee were just a single stage of what should be an
ongoi ng process ainmed at inproving the situation of children. Contact with
the Committee in the inter-report period should be maintained. It was to be
hoped that the delegation’s report on its exchanges with the Conmittee woul d
be conprehensive and that it would urge that the recomendati ons and conments
made be wi dely circul at ed.
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83. M. NSEIR (Syrian Arab Republic) said that the dialogue with the
Committee had been extrenely enlightening and that there was true concern in
his country for the situation of children. The report submtted to the
authorities would fully reflect the views and comments of the Commttee. It
woul d be circulated to all bodies and mnistries that dealt with children's

i ssues, including the National Commttee, which was presided over by the

M ni ster of Social Affairs and Labour. However, despite the best intentions,
efforts to inprove the situation of children took both noney and tine.

84. The statistics on the budget provided by UNI CEF woul d be checked and the
official statistics, which did not seemto tally with them would be provided.
The Conmittee’s comments, reconmendations and conclusions should, if possible,
be made available in Arabic so that they could be published w thout delay.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




