UNITED
NATIONS C R C

W\
' \Q\), Convention on the

Ay Rights of the Child

Di str.
GENERAL

CRC/ C/ SR. 417
7 Cctober 1997

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Si Xt eent h session
SUMVARY RECORD OF THE 417th MEETI NG
Hel d at the Palais des Nations,
on Friday, 3 October 1997, at 3 p.m

Chai rperson: M ss MASON

CONTENTS
CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (conti nued)

Initial report of Trinidad and Tobago (conti nued)

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nmenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued
shortly after the end of the session.

GE. 97- 18404 (E)



CRC/ C/ SR. 417
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 3 p. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Trinidad and Tobago (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10; CRC/C/ Q TR/ 1)
(conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Sanpson and M. Canps
(Trinidad and Tobago) resuned places at the Comrittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the delegation to reply to earlier questions on
the situation of children in conflict with the |aw

3. Ms. SAMPSON (Trini dad and Tobago) said that she was not aware of any
case of children in jail having to purchase their own nedication. Al
juveniles under 16 in conflict with the law were referred to St. Mchael's

I ndustrial School for Boys or St. Jude's Hone for Grls, where the basic
necessities, including nedication, were provided by the State. For juveniles
on remand, the same situation should prevail, certainly with regard to remand
hones which were within the purview of the Mnistry of Social Devel opment.

4, The CHAI RPERSON not ed that paragraph 153 of the report stated that the
deat h sentence was not permtted for persons under the age of 18 years, She
took it that, in the case of a capital offence |ike nurder, the juvenile would

be given a life sentence or detained “during the State's pleasure”. That
woul d appear to contravene article 37 (a) of the Convention, which prohibited
“inmprisonnent without the possibility of release”. She would also like to

know what exactly was neant by “during the State's pleasure”

5. Wth reference to reform schools, the delegation had stated that it was

possi bl e for juveniles to attend secondary schools to take the conmon entrance
exam nation. That would seemto contradict the State's declared intention to

avoid stigmatizing children in custody, since such children would be likely to
be singled out for bullying by other pupils.

6. In general, she wished to put on record the Committee's concern about

t he i nadequacy of the whole juvenile justice systemin Trinidad and Tobago and
its seeming inability to expedite cases relating to juveniles, partly due to
the lack of courts dealing specifically with juvenile cases.

7. Ms. SARDENBERG, referring to question 51 of the |list of issues
(CRC T Q@TRI/1), which asked for information on the inplenentation of
recommendati ons nmade by the inter-mnisterial conmittee in 1994, noted that
the Governnent had stated in its witten replies that two or three measures
were planned: had those neasures yet been inplenented? It appeared that

St. Mchael's Industrial School for Boys, which had burned down in 1985, had

still not been rebuilt and she would |ike sonme information on its current
state. In relation to institutions in general, the Comrittee had received
reports of ill-treatnment and physical and sexual abuse of innmates of

children's homes. How did the Government intend to address that problem in
the Iight of article 25 of the Convention, which required a periodic review of
pl acenent, and of article 3, which required that institutions should conform
with the standards established by conpetent authorities?
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8. Ms. SAMPSON (Trini dad and Tobago) said that the staff of industrial
schools took care to liaise with the staff of secondary schools to ensure that
the process of entry was as painless as possible. 1In any event, since

children attendi ng a secondary school would conme from a nunber of different
areas, it would not be i mredi ately apparent that any particular child was from
an industrial school

9. Wth regard to St. Mchael's Industrial School for Boys, phase 1 of the
reconstruction process, which included dornmitories, a new adm nistration
buil ding and a dining hall, had been conpl eted and tenders were now bei ng

sought for phase 2, which would include a basket ball court, recreationa
facilities and trade shops.

10. On the question of how the recommendati ons of the inter-mnisterial
committee were being inplenented, she had already nmentioned the Comunity
Medi ation Bill and the setting up of a half-way house for juveniles rel eased

frominstitutions. Recently, a national action plan against crinme had been
formul ated, and the inplenentation comrittee, which until now had been
studyi ng recommendati ons on juvenile delinquency and youth crinme, would no

| onger be a separate body, but would be subsunmed into that plan. A task force
had been appointed to |look into allegations of abuse in children's homes and
had produced a report recomendi ng, anmpong ot her neasures, the |icensing of
children's honmes, the creation of a nulti-disciplinary inspectorate and the
setting up of a unified authority for children's affairs. Rules and
procedures for the running of children's homes had al ready been devel oped by
the Fam |y Services Division and the task force had reconmended that they
shoul d be made | aw

11. Ms. CAMPS (Trinidad and Tobago), referring to access by juveniles to the
court system said that magistrate's courts, which dealt with mnor offences,
had special divisions for trying juveniles. However, for nore serious

of fences, which would go before a jury in the H gh Court, the young of fender
woul d be placed on remand and, unfortunately, the speedy settlenent of such
cases was not always guaranteed. For instance, a case of double nurder,
commtted by a youth of 16 years of age, had not actually come to court unti
the youth was 18 years of age. He had been sentenced to “detention during the
State's pleasure”, which was likely to be a mnimum of 20 years unless a
revi ew was made or pressure was brought to bear on the Governnent. Prisoners
facing | ong sentences could have their sentences revi ewed and nm ght be

di scharged, usually by presidential pardon, but cases of children in that
category were rare and she did not have statistics to indicate how they had
been, or mght be, dealt with in future.

12. The CHAI RPERSON invited the nmenbers of the Conmittee to nmake prelimnary
oral concl udi ng observations on the report.

13. Ms. PALME said she had been glad of the opportunity to neet the

del egation. The answers given had shown that dynam c work was going on in
Trini dad and Tobago in relation to many of the issues of concern to the
Commi tt ee.
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14. She understood that the concept of the best interests of the child, set
out in article 3 of the Convention, was reflected in the prohibition of crue
or unusual treatnent or punishnent under the Constitution. At the sane tine,
however, flogging was routinely ordered by the courts and was al so used as a
means of discipline in prisons. There thus seened to be a |ack of congruency
between the |l egal framework and the social changes now under way, for instance
inrelation to children with disabilities and to the nmonitoring of the care of
children in institutions and foster hones.

15. According to article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, States parties
were required to “make their reports widely available to the public in their
own countries”, thus raising awareness of children's rights in all sectors of
society. She hoped that the Comrittee's own reconmendati ons woul d al so
facilitate dial ogue, discussion and decision naking on the subject in

Trini dad and Tobago.

16. Ms. SARDENBERG t hanked the del egation for its willingness to reply to
guestions. It was very inmportant that the Government should reaffirmits
conmitnment to the Convention and have the necessary political will to
inmplenent it. The delegation's statenent that it would use the Convention and
the report to the Conmttee as tools for nobilizing support for children's
rights was very positive.

17. On the other hand, she had been struck by the culture of violence in the
country and by the preval ence of corporal punishment, domestic violence and
crimnality. Those problens should be dealt with in the context of the
Convention, which prompted a new approach to children and youth, not only in
the hone, but also in school and in society. She stressed the need for new

| egislation and for ensuring that policies for children were State policies,
whi ch woul d not be affected by changes of adm nistration. Mre work needed to
be done in the area of dissem nation and awareness-raising, especially in the
trai ning of professionals. The problemof financial constraints could be
overconme by making nore use of international cooperation through the United
Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and non-governmental organizations. Above
all, there should be a conbined effort to elimnate the culture of violence.

18. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, congratulating the delegation on its fruitful dial ogue

with the Committee, said it was clear that Trinidad and Tobago was commtted

to i nplenenting the Convention as an ongoi ng nulti-sectoral process; both the
activities planned and the results achieved were encouragi ng.

19. However, further neasures needed to be taken with regard to the

di ssem nati on of the Convention, awareness raising, the strengthening of
coordination and | egislative reform Mre should be done to conbat viol ence
inthe famly and to reduce maternal nortality rates and research should be
carried out into the problem of hidden discrimnation and conditions in
institutions and foster honmes. She urged the Governnent to use its

di al ogue with the Comrittee to help ensure the survival of the children of
Trini dad and Tobago and their participation in devel opnent.

20. M. RABAH expressed appreciation of the fruitful discussion. He pointed
out that, while devel oping countries were not always able to finance the
nmeasures needed to ensure the welfare of their children, overnuch dependence
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on NGCs and religious institutions was not a good policy for the future,
especially with regard to such sensitive issues as alternative care,
children's homes and street children. The fact that Trinidad and Tobago had
as yet no bilateral or multilateral agreements on the illicit transfer and
abduction of children could be a problemin the future. The juvenile justice
systemand the reginme in jails and detention centres al so gave cause for
concern, in particular the placing of girl offenders in wonen's jails. Mre
research should be done, and nore data provided so that those problems could
be dealt with effectively.

21. M. KOLOSOV said that, while he agreed that the inplenentation of the
Convention was a continuing process and that there was always room for

i nprovenent, inprovenents would be nore easily achieved with the active
participation of children thenselves. Society should be made to understand
that children had their own rights and that they were first-class, not
second-cl ass, citizens.

22. The Committee's formal concl udi ng observations would stress the need for
the main principles of the Convention - the right to Iife, survival and

devel opnent, non-di scrimnation, respect for the views of the child, and the
best interests of the child - to be better reflected in all neasures taken by
the State party. It was clear that there was an understanding of existing
probl ems and of the need for change, but there had been nore good intentions
than achi evenents. The next report by the State party in five years' tine
woul d be a good opportunity for the Government to give an account of what it
had actually achieved in all the areas covered by its report. One of the nost
i nportant of those was education in human rights and he suggested that a
speci al programme on the subject m ght be |aunched.

23. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the del egation for the frankness and openness it
had shown in the course of a very constructive dialogue. A change in

adm ni stration should not be a reason for abandoning the comitnment to
children undertaken at the time of ratification of the Convention

24. The Committee recogni zed that the Governnment had taken a number of steps
in the right direction, beginning with |egislative reform However, education
and awar eness-rai sing should be stepped up and the training of the judiciary
and | aw enforcenment personnel inproved. A proper system of data collection
was essential for determining policies relating to children.

25. The Governnent should work together with conmunity and religious |eaders
to bring about changes in public attitudes towards such issues as corpora

puni shment and the mininumage for marriage. There was a need to establish a
Fam |y Court and to reformthe general education systemto take better account
of the views of the child. The juvenile justice system al so needed to be
reformed so that inordinate delays could be avoided and the placenent system
required revi ew.

26. The Committee's concludi ng observati ons would serve as a framework for
the country's second periodic report to be submitted in five years' tine and
the Conmttee | ooked forward to receiving that report.
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27. Ms. SAMPSON (Trini dad and Tobago) thanked all nenbers of the Conmittee
for their advice and comments. Her Governnent recogni zed the need for greater
conmuni ty invol venent, including the involvenent of children, in inplenmenting
the Convention, and was already working to that end. For instance, the views
of children had been taken into account in plans for the reformof the
education system It was the Covernnent's intention to ratify the Hague
Convention on Inter-country Adoption in the near future. She hoped that she
had not conveyed the inpression that, because of the change in adm nistration
there was no longer a comnmitnent to children's rights. That change had sinply
meant a slight delay in the inplenmentation process.

28. On its return, her del egation would draw the Governnment's attention to
comments nmade by the Cormmittee on the areas of nobst concern to it, so that
they could be taken into account in fornulating policy. She assured the
Committee of her country's continuing conmitment to inplenentation of the
Conventi on.

The neeting rose at 3.55 p. m




