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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Austria (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 14; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 8;
CRC/ C/ A/ AUSTRI A/ 1; CRC/IC/ Q AUSTRIA/1; witten replies of the CGovernnent
of Austria to the questions raised in the list of issues) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Austria resuned places at the Commttee table.

2. Ms. MXHUANE asked why the maxi mum duration of placenent of a minor in
a psychiatric institution was |onger for a consenting mnor than for a mnor

who was comm tted against his will, and whether any study had been nmade into

the impact on a child of being conmitted against his wll.

3. She al so wi shed to know what neasures were taken to renove the
perpetrator of violence in the famly fromthe honme and to care for the
children who had been the victins of such viol ence.

4, If she had understood correctly, children born outside wedl ock
automatically acquired Austrian nationality if their nother was Austrian, but
what happened when the nother was foreign and the father was Austrian?

5. Lastly, it would be useful to know whether a study had been nade to
assess the effectiveness of the programme for the prevention of violence
within the community and the famly.

6. M. RABAH drew attention to the fact that, inits witten reply to
itemNo. 6 of the list of issues, on the training of nmenbers of various

prof essi ons on the subject of the provisions of the Convention, the Austrian
CGovernment had stated that no specific training programe had been established
for judicial staff, but what about for nmenmbers of other professions such as

| aw enforcenent officers, teachers and social workers?

7. M. SCHUTZ (Austria), replying to questions raised at the previous
meeting, said that Austria would shortly ratify the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption
and that the procedure for that purpose was well| advanced. Austria had

deci ded upon that course because nost of the children adopted in Austria were
originally from Romani a, which had decided to cooperate in adoption matters
only with States parties to that Convention

8. On the subject of young offenders, no conplaints had been received to
date regarding ill-treatnent by mnors held in establishments under the
authority of the Mnistry of Justice. The experts belonging to the European
Conmittee for the Prevention of Torture and I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or
Puni shment had visited Austria tw ce and had encountered no cases of violence
agai nst young offenders in detention

9. Wher e wages were concerned, trade unions and enpl oyer associ ations
concl uded col | ective agreements by branch of activity which applied the
principle of “equal pay for equal work”. Persons who felt that that principle



CRC/ C/ SR. 509
page 3

had been infringed could conmplain to the bodi es responsible for nonitoring
conpliance with that principle. The fact that wonen on average received | ower
wages than those paid to nen was due to the fact that, in general, they held

| ess-skilled jobs.

10. In regard to the case of Carina Sylvester, the Austrian del egati on was
of the opinion that the Committee was not conpetent to consider a

comuni cation froma private individual and was therefore surprised that a
Committee nmenber shoul d have read out at the previous neeting a letter witten
by the attorney of Carina Sylvester's father

11. The CHAI RPERSON acknow edged that the Committee was not conpetent to
recei ve communi cations fromprivate individuals. It did not therefore intend
to exam ne the case in question. However, the Committee was interested in the
general issues raised by the case in regard to the inplenentation by the State
party of articles 9, 10 and 11 of the Convention.

12. M. FULCI clarified that that was indeed the spirit in which he had
rai sed the matter.

13. M. SCHUTZ (Austria) said that, contrary to the allegations of the
attorney in question, the nechani snms whereby the Austrian justice system could
enforce its rulings in regard to child custody were effective in 99 per cent
of cases. In such matters, judges held extensive discretionary powers and
could, for instance, when necessary, call in the youth welfare services or the
police in order to ensure that the child was returned to the parent to whom
cust ody had been awarded while ensuring that such action was not del eterious
to the child. Nonetheless, in sone particularly conplex cases, it was
possi bl e that the procedure followed mght not conply fully with the
provi si ons of the Conventi on.

14. In addition, it was erroneous to state, as alleged in the letter from
the attorney, that the Austrian justice systemestablished a direct |ink

bet ween the paynent of child support and a parent's right to have contact with
the child, or that first instance decisions regarding custody and visiting
rights could be appeal ed again and again. The ruling of the court of first

i nstance could not be altered or overturned unless the circunstances had
changed significantly.

15. In all events, the Sylvester case was a strictly bilateral matter that
i nvol ved only the United States of Anerica and Austria, which were both
parties to the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction, and would be settled, if it was so requested by the United States,
between their respective mnistries of foreign affairs and of justice.

16. In the case in question, if the court order for the child' s return had
not been executed, it was because the nother had gone into hiding with her
daughter and that the child had been untraceable for a very | ong period.

G ven the child' s psychological state, it was legitimte to wonder whether it
was in her interests to separate her from her nother when she had not seen her
father for a year and a half.
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17. M. STORMANN (Austria), replying to Ms. Karp's question regarding a
mother's right not to disclose the identity of her child s father, said that
until 1989 it had been up to the youth welfare authority, as the |ega

guardi an of children born out of wedlock, to establish paternity. A |aw had
been adopted in 1989 which made the nother the | egal guardian of the child and
permtted her to establish paternity, with the assistance of the youth welfare
authority. A study carried out in 1993 had concluded that the |aw, which was
very flexible, had proved effective. |In that year, 96.5 per cent of the sone
20,000 children born out of wedl ock had been recognized by their fathers. In
only 800 cases had steps been taken to identify the fathers and such action
had been successful in two thirds of the situations in question

18. Ms. Karp had al so asked whether a child had the right to undergo

medi cal treatnent in a specialist facility wi thout parental consent. The
State could not oblige a child to undergo such treatnment w thout the consent
of its legal guardians unless the child' s health and well-being were in
jeopardy. In such cases, the justice systemcould entrust the youth welfare
authorities with the task of deciding what treatnment a child shoul d undergo.

19. In regard to the periodic review of placenent, he said that such

pl acenment could only take place in very specific circunstances. The mentally
ill, as opposed to the mentally handi capped, could be committed to a

psychi atric hospital or to the psychiatric service of a hospital with the
consent of the legal guardians if the child was under 14 years and with the
consent of the | egal guardians and of the child if over 14 years. 1In the

| atter case, the maxi mum duration of hospitalization was six weeks, which
could be extended to up to a maxi num of 10 weeks. |If the placenent was
non-voluntary, it could last up to three nonths and coul d be extended to a
maxi mum of one year. |If placenent took place on a court order, it was up to
the court periodically to review the placenent order. |f placenent was
decided with the consent of the | egal guardians and with the assistance of the
youth welfare authorities, then it was up to the authorities to deci de whet her
pl acenent should continue or be term nated. Whenever a child was placed in an
institution (school, specialized institution) the authorities were required to
monitor the quality of the institution on a regular basis. However, if

pl acenent occurred w thout the involvenent of an official authority, for

i nstance, when the | egal guardians placed their child w th neighbours, the

| egal guardi ans were responsi ble for nonitoring the situation. One
potentially negative consequence of the |aw on placement was that it could
require the term nation of placenent when the patient still needed further
treatment. The | egislation governing placenent had been regularly revi ewed
since its entry into force. A Mnistry of Justice comm ssion, conposed of
psychi atrists, judges, experts and civil servants, was responsible for
carrying out an ongoi ng i npact assessnment and consi dering whether the problens
encountered in specific cases necessitated amending |egislation. Austria had
experienced certain problenms in connection with the placement of nmentally

di sabl ed persons, although nost cases involved adults. Legislation had indeed
been in force for sonme tinme and should be reviewed. Efforts had been nade to
draft a bill covering both mnors and adults, but it had proved difficult and
the section dealing with adults had had to be abandoned in Decenber 1998.

20. Replying to Ms. Karp's question on the sterilization of children, he
agreed that current |egislation gave |egal guardians the right to decide on
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the sterilization of their mnor children who were in care. However, crimna
| aw provi ded that sterilization was authorized only on pressing nedica
grounds. Previously, experts had been of the opinion that it was damaging to

a mentally ill woman to have the baby to which she had given birth taken away
if she had been conscious of her pregnancy. Today, they were nore inclined to
believe that it was nore harnful to sterilize a mentally ill wonen who was
able to understand the nature of pregnancy. Consequently, a new bill provided

that the | egal guardians could in future consent to the sterilization of their
child for nedical reasons, but not nerely to avoid pregnancy. But that was
not a total ban because sterilization sonetines occurred as the result of

medi cal | y necessary action or treatment.

21. In regard to discrimnation against children born out of wedl ock, he
confirmed that the acknowl edgenent of paternity by an Austrian citizen did not
automatically confer Austrian citizenship. That rule had arisen out of the
State's desire to forestall abuse. Austria had many foreigners and had
decided that, in order to ensure that children were not acknow edged by “fal se
fathers” in the sole interest of acquiring nationality, it was preferable that
nationality should be granted after several years and not automatically.

22. Replying to a question by Ms. PALME, M. FILLER (Austria) stated that
the intention was not to raise the | egal age of sexual consent, which stood at
14 years, but nmerely to seek better to protect young people in sexual matters.

23. By way of explanation for the |ate submi ssion of the initial report, he
said that the review of all national |egislation by independent experts had
been an extrenely |l ong process. That had, however, been necessary in order to
make deci sion nmakers aware of the Convention and had allowed attitudes to
evolve in recent years. The delay should not therefore be interpreted as a

| ack of respect towards the Committee. Meanwhile, it was expected that the
second periodic report would be ready for subm ssion as planned in

Septenber 1999. A nunmber of NGOs and institutions had already been invited to
participate in its preparation, and drafting neetings would be organi zed
during the sumrer of 1999.

24, The Austrian CGovernnment considered that it had met its obligation to
establish a body responsible for nonitoring the inplementation of the
Convention by setting up a group of independent experts, whose concl usions had
been exami ned by Parlianent; in addition, an interdisciplinary group of

i ndependent experts was to be established to evaluate the inplenentation of
the Convention in the light of the Conmttee's recommendati ons. Meanwhil e,
the Committee's comments on that approach woul d be wel cone.

25. He said that the Federal Children's and Adol escents' Orbudsman had been
established in 1991. It had been a I ong and arduous task to achi eve the
establ i shment of ombudsnmen in all the Lander and then to harnoni ze the working
met hods of the onmbudsnmen of the Lander with those of the Federal Orbudsman
Efforts to achieve that end were continuing. A survey had reveal ed that
Austrian children were fanmliar with their rights, for instance the right to
privacy and to respect for the secrecy of correspondence. 1In the event of a
violation of that right, by parents for example, children could submt a

conpl aint and i nform the onbudsman.
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26. Replying to Ms. Karp's question on the resolution adopted in

November 1998 by the European Union's Council of Mnisters on the

partici pation of young people, he said that it had not been easy to come up
with even a basic text. The matter of funding had not been explicitly laid
down in the resolution because Menber States had been of the opinion that the
matter shoul d be decided by individual States, although it was clear that
fundi ng woul d have to be nade available if the resolution was to be

i npl enmented. He wel conmed the | arge nunber of tel ephone hotlines enabling
children to contact NGOs, onmbudsnen, religious organizations, etc., but
considered it regrettable that they were not manned 24 hours a day. It m ght
wel | be possible to inprove the service by placing the different hotlines on a
network. On the subject of violence, one study had been carried out in 1977,
another in 1992 and a third was currently under way, 10 years after the entry
into force of the law prohibiting violence within the famly; the report would
review all fornms of violence and the different neasures that existed to conbat
them Lastly, nobody under the age of 18 could be called up for mlitary
service. Wile boys could voluntarily performmlitary service fromthe age
of 17, they could under no circunstances be sent into conbat in tinme of war.
Grls could not under any circunstances enter the arnmy before 18 years of age.

27. In reply to a question by M. FULCI, M. SCHUTZ (Austria) estimated that
at | east 350,000 brochures - which featured the text of the Convention - had
been directly distributed to citizens and all Austrian children had received a
copy. A nunmber of NGOs had al so | aunched camnpai gns to publicize the
Conventi on.

28. In regard to training, the federal authorities had, for instance,
provided training for the staff responsible for inplenenting programes to
conbat vi ol ence

29. In regard to juvenile justice a specific |aw existed with the prine
obj ective of avoiding prison sentences for young peopl e.

30. He hinself had taken part in semnars to famliarize judges and ot her
judicial staff with the Convention

31. In reply to a question on teacher training, Ms. KISSER (Austria), said
that the Mnistry of Education and Cultural Affairs was divided into seven
departnents, one of which was specifically responsible for nonitoring
conpliance with child rights. Information was di ssemnated in different ways,
i ncl udi ng brochures, the organi zation of semi nars for teachers, parents and
children, and on the Internet. A telephone Iine was manned from8 a.m to

8 p.m for children to ask questions on any matters of concern

32. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menmbers to ask their | ast questions or to
make their final conments.

33. M. KOOSOV considered it regrettable that, while the overall situation
was positive, the nunmber of child suicides should be increasing constantly.
Had studi es been conducted into that alarm ng phenonenon? What preventive
nmeasures did the authorities intend to take?
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34. Ms. KARP thanked the nmenbers of the delegation for their informative
replies. Referring to one such reply, she was of the view that children
shoul d be permtted to consult a doctor w thout prior parental consent and
that the authorities should consider introducing a system which established a
fair bal ance between the rights of parents and the rights of children

Certain other questions, however, had not been dealt with. For instance, she
woul d I'i ke to have sone exanples of court rulings based on the provisions of
the Convention. Was provision made for child participation in institutions
ot her than schools (institutions for handi capped children, for exanple)? Did
a guarantee exi st of equitable access to protection services for all children
who had been the victinms of violence? |In that connection, she suggested that
chil dren who used the tel ephone hotline that had been set up for them should
be channelled directly to the reception services closest to their honme. She
asked whet her special progranmes had been introduced with a view to teaching
children how to participate in running their school or the institution in
which they lived. She wondered what obstacles had been encountered by the
bill to make the age of consent for honpsexual relations the same for boys as
for girls. Did a nmechanismexist in placenment institutions for periodically
reviewing the justification for children's presence there and for transferring
them where appropriate, to another reception structure? G ven that
statistics indicated that only 30 per cent of disabled children attended

ordi nary school s, she asked whet her neasures had been taken to inprove that
proportion. On the subject of sex education at school, she asked whether it
had been denonstrated that teachers were best placed to introduce the subject
to their pupils and whether it would not be better to entrust that task to
speci ali st teachers. Wat subjects were discussed by student representatives
with the officials of the Mnistries of Education and Cultural Affairs?

35. The Committee would be interested in receiving statistics on the nunber
of children in prison and in pre-trial custody, the nature of the offences
commtted and the correspondi ng sentences. The del egation had stated that
there were two juvenile courts in the entire country and she wondered whet her
the judicial staff of the other courts included judges with special training
in the area of juvenile justice. Had the Austrian authorities considered
introducing the famly group conference systemor “famly council” in place of
traditional sentences? Such a system had been adopted in nmany Western
countries, with very good results, since it allowed young offenders to be
monitored within the fam|ly and nade parents responsible for them The
Conmittee al so wished to know how the rights of offenders under 14 years of
age were guaranteed and whether they were represented in the judicia
proceedi ngs i nvolving them even if the case did not go to court.

36. Did the recent changes in |egislation which had nmade prostitution a

puni shabl e of fence include penalties for the clients of prostitutes under the
age of 18 years? Such a neasure was all the nore necessary since the age of
sexual consent was 14 years for girls. Wiy was the fact of giving children
access to prem ses in which they could engage in prostitution considered
nerely as a m sdenmeanour and not as an offence? Was there any ban on

di ssem nating the addresses of child prostitutes? Did any programe exist for
children in the nature of the programme intended primarily to protect the
victinms of the traffic in persons that had been established under the auspices
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of the Mnistry of the Interior? Wat solution had been adopted by the
authorities to rehabilitate victins in preference to expelling them
i medi ately to their country of origin where they would be in danger?

37. Ms. OUEDRAOGO drew attention to the reference in the report to the
financi al assistance that was granted to university students with | owinconme
parents. WAs such assistance available to needy primary and secondary schoo
children? Paragraph 386 of the report stated that, under the Governnent's
“austerity plan”, parents were to be asked to make a financial contribution to
cover the cost of textbooks. It would be interesting to know whether

| ow-i ncome children woul d be exenpted from paying that contribution. In
regard to human rights education, it had been stated that the different

provi sions of the Convention were taught separately and that children were
perhaps not famliar with the Convention as a whole. It would therefore be
desirable to recommend that the provisions should be placed back in their
context so as to offer a global understanding of the Convention and to convey
its multidisciplinary nature.

38. She congratul ated the Austrian delegation on its report which she had
found to be easy to consult, clear and conprehensive. She had taken note of
the consi derabl e progress that had been achieved by the State party and urged
it to continue on that course. She would however like it to exam ne the
reservations it had entered, with a view to withdrawing them She al so
stressed that the State party shoul d achi eve cl oser coordination in the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention which did not appear to be viewed froma
hol i stic angle.

39. Ms. PALME considered that the 1.4 fertility rate in Austria was far too
low for a nmodern society. G ven the substantial social benefits granted to
parents, it was perm ssible to wonder as to the real reason why famlies had
so few children. Perhaps the general clinmate was not as flexible or generous
as it was made out to be. The report contained no statistics on breastfeeding
or on the nunmber of wonen who stayed at home to raise their children

Parental | eave appeared to be very short (only a few nonths). At all events,
alowfertility rate indicated the existence of difficulties in raising
children and it would be interesting to receive additional information on the
subj ect.

40. It would al so be hel pful to learn nore about the foll owup devoted to
the Convention, at the level both of the Ladnder and of the Federation as a
whol e. That was particularly inportant for nonitoring the situation of

di sabled children or children fromsocially or psychol ogically vul nerable
famlies belonging to particular mnorities, such as the Roma ethnic group.
It would also be interesting to have nore conprehensive information on the
followup to the Wrld Congress agai nst the Comrercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children and to know whet her an action plan had been | aunched in that
connection. The work that had been done for children in conflict with the |aw
was excellent. Nonetheless, 200 child incarcerations per year was an
excessively high nunber. |In preference to incarceration, children should be
provi ded with some sort of support system when they came into conflict with
the | aw.
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41. Ms. MXHUANE congratul ated the State party on its nother and child
heal t h-care system which offered virtually universal coverage; however, what
was done for the 4 per cent of nothers who were not covered by the systenf

She requested nore information on the situation of children with AIDS. 1In
regard to the pilot study on sex education provided in partnership with
parents, which was to be inplenented nationally, what was the reaction of the
parents involved? Wat were children's feelings on that subject and what
criteria was the decision to inplenment the experinent at the national |eve
based on? While schooling was obligatory, where the drop-out rate was
concerned, no statistical break-down by sex was available. How was article 29
of the Convention inplenmented in schools, given the xenophobia that clearly
existed in Austria? Since children were permtted to work fromthe age of 13,
was there not a risk that they m ght be exposed to pornography in certain
occupational environnents, particularly the press? She would be interested to
know what was done to protect children in such situations. She would al so
like to know whether the principle of the right to |eisure and recreation
(article 31 of the Convention) was respected as fully in towns as in the
country.

42. M. FULCI noted that in 1995 Austria had signed the 1993 Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of

I ntercountry Adoption, but had not yet ratified it. It was stated in

par agraph 252 of the report that Austria had signed a number of bilatera
agreenents in that sphere and he asked what obstacles had been encountered at
the multilateral |evel.

43. The State party had been very frank in admtting, in paragraph 373 of
its report, that a |large nunber of children in Austria |ived on the edge of
poverty, confirmng a trend that was not confined to devel opi ng countries but
affected even the nost prosperous nations. |In the view of the Cormmittee, it
was essential that any reformof the welfare state should not |ose sight of
the protection of the best interests of the child. According to data provi ded
by a nunber of NGOs, it would appear that 200,000 young people in Austria
lived in poverty or on the edge of poverty, 20 per cent of whom were under

15 years of age. |If those figures were accurate, he invited the Austrian

del egation to give an expl anation

44, In the light of paragraph 491 of the report which stated that the
protection of children and adol escents from econom c exploitation and work
which could inpair their health and devel opment was ensured by internationa
agreenents, as well as by a series of domestic |aws and regul ations, it m ght
be asked why Austria had not yet acceded to ILO Convention No. 138 on the

m ni mum age of admi ssion to enpl oynent.

45, An NGO had informed the Cormittee that some 50 under-age refugees were
being held in Austria pending expul sion and that they mght remain in prison
for up to six nonths w thout having conmitted or been found guilty of any

of fence. VWhat was the mnimum age at which a mnor could be incarcerated in
Austria?

46. Ms. KARP expressed the hope that the State party would withdraw its
reservations to the Convention. She commended the stance that had been
adopt ed regardi ng corporal punishment within the fanmily and wondered whet her
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Austria would be prepared to share its experience with other countries which
were somewhat reluctant to introduce such progressive |legislation in that
sphere. In regard to the independent body that had been established to

noni tor the inplenmentation of the Convention, it mght be of interest to
ensure that children were included and that their point of view was taken into
consi deration. She had received the inpression fromthe discussions that the
State party had spared no effort in inplenenting the Convention as thoroughly
as possible; however, it was a continuous process where there was al ways room
for inmprovement and she hoped that Austria' s current efforts would not flag.
She |i kewi se hoped that the del egation's discussions with the Commttee would
be wi dely publicized.

47. M. RABAH asked M. Siedler, the young nmenber of the Austrian

del egati on, whether his numerous activities left himtinme for |eisure and
recreation. How did Austrian children spend their free tinme and were
government programes for school-age children in that sphere adequate?

48. The CHAI RPERSON, summari zing the discussion on the initial report of
Austria, said that it was one of the best that the Conmittee had ever

exam ned. That was no doubt due to the healthy economc climte in Austria
and to the fact that the report had been drawn up in accordance with the
Committee's guidelines and provided much useful information. However, given
that nothing was perfect and human nature being what it was, the nenbers of
the Committee would always find something to criticize. For instance, one
menber had considered it regrettable that the Austrian del egati on had not
included a representative of the executive branch. She herself agreed but
acknow edged that the nenbers of the del egation had perfornmed their task in an
exceptionally conpetent manner. She drew attention to conments regarding the
reservations to the Convention and its hierarchical position in the Austrian

| egal order. While the onmbudsman systemas it stood was conmmendable, it m ght
be made nore consistent by placing all onmbudsnmen on an equal footing.

Li kewi se, it might be desirable to allocate the necessary resources to the
federal coordination mechanismin order to ensure that it could satisfactorily
carry out the tasks ensuing fromthe inplementation of the Convention

Concerns had al so been expressed regarding the age of marriage: although it
was still higher than in sonme other countries, nonetheless it mght be
expected to have repercussions not only in ternms of education and health but
also in regard to the responsibilities that nmust be assunmed by young coupl es.
Consi derabl e attention had al so been devoted to children's access to nedica
consul tations. The Commttee acknow edged that the general principles of the
Convention were respected but wished to make it clear that it was concerned
not so nmuch by social considerations, i.e. the well-being of the child, but by
the manner in which all aspects of a child s |life were protected and by the
matter of the child as a subject of |law. The question of discrimnation had
barely been touched on, but it should be borne in mnd that some mnorities,
for instance the Roma and the Sinti ethnic groups, were severely di sadvant aged
i n European societies, although the corresponding authorities m ght deny that
was so. Austria was no exception and should be particularly attentive to the
matter of integrating those mnorities. Another cause for concern was the
guestion of general access to information where there was a risk that children
m ght be exposed to pornography. That issue was connected with the age of
sexual consent and the risk that young people aged 14 to 18 mi ght becone
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i nvol ved in pornographic activities. She urged the State party not to rest on
its laurels and not to |ose sight of the fact that the protection of child
rights was an ongoing process requiring regular reporting to the Conmttee.

49. M. SCHUTZ (Austria) thanked the nembers of the Conmittee for the spirit
of understanding with which they had exam ned Austria's report and assured
them that he had given the closest attention to all their comrents. He

t hanked the Chairperson for her concludi ng observations and words of
encouragenent to his del egation, which was fully conmtted to continuing its
work to inprove and pronote the rights of the child in Austria. He wished to
enphasi ze that the Convention was inplemented on the basis of its substance,
so that the matter of its position in the hierarchical order of |egal texts
was of secondary inportance. The Committee's observations regarding the
disparity in the |l egal age of marriage for girls and for boys would be taken
into account. Austria had already offered to share with other States its
experience in the abolition of corporal punishment and he had personally
participated in bilateral sem nars on that subject. Oang to shortage of
time, the Austrian del egati on suggested that it mght reply in witing to the
ot her questions raised by the nenbers of the Conmittee before it adopted its
concl udi ng observati ons.

50. M. SIEDLER (Austria) said that he considered the situation of Austrian
children in regard to |l eisure and recreation to be satisfactory. Although his
student representation activities occupied a ot of his tine, he viewed them
as a hobby rather than work. He said that schools had councils conposed of an
equal representation of parents, teachers and pupils and chaired by the schoo
director which served as discussion groups and in which pupils felt thensel ves
to be on an equal footing with adults. Mbre inportance should, however, be
given to political education; discussions on that subject were being held with
the Mnistry of Education and Cultural Affairs.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




