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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Kuwait (continued) (CRC/C/ 8/ Add.35, CRC/C QKUWI1, witten
replies of the Governnent of Kuwait to the questions raised in the |ist of
i ssues (in Arabic only))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Kuwait resuned their places at the Conmmittee table.

2. M. AL-ANZI (Kuwait), replying to questions, said that extramarital sex
was proscribed by Islamic law, and sex with a m nor under 18 years of age was
considered a crine, even with the girl's consent. |In cases where it did occur

and a child was born as a result, the tendency was for the parents to rid

t hemsel ves of the child, since they were forbidden under Islamc |law to keep
a child conceived out of wedlock. 1In that event, the child was initially
provi ded for by the Mnistry of Public Health, and subsequently by the

M nistry of Social Affairs and Labour

3. Bedoons and statel ess persons enjoyed full and free access to Kuwait's
public hospitals, as attested to by the fact that the mgjority of patients in
private hospitals were Kuwaitis. He would distribute three tables show ng

t he percentages of persons treated. One showed the ratio of Kuwaiti to

non- Kuwai ti adm ssions to maternity clinics, while another supplied the
treatnment ratio in nunmerous areas, including surgery and general medicine.
For the past 18 nonths, adults had been required to pay nmerely an
infinitesimal proportion of the cost of particularly expensive treatment or
medi cati on, such as CAT (conputerized axial tonography) and MR (rmagnetic
resonance i magi ng) scans, if cheaper alternatives were either unavail able or
unsui t abl e.

4, M. AL-JAFIN (Kuwait) said that the principles of gender equality and
non-di scrim nati on were enshrined in the Kuwaiti Constitution and enforced by
a series of national laws. The | aw governing enployment in the civil service
endowed wonen with the right to be appointed to government posts on an equa
footing with nen. It also governed their enjoynment of the privileges deriving
from any post, such as salary, pronmptions, and the right to maternity | eave.
Simlar privileges for women in the private sector were governed by the
Private Sector Enploynent Act. Wonen | awers abounded in Kuwait, and their
right to practise their profession and plead in the courts was recogni zed by
the | aw governing the | egal profession. The Trade Act gave wonen the right to
engage in trade, and be partners and sharehol ders in business enterprises.
They could institute |egal proceedings in the event of non-conpliance with the
constitutional and |egal provisions by which a wonman's | egal status was
protected. Lastly, a judge hearing a dispute or divorce permtted children to
choose the parent with whomthey wi shed to live.

5. Ms. Nawal AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) said that the Private Sector Enpl oynent
Act established specific responsibilities relating to the role of women as
prof essionals and care-givers. A nministerial decree issued by the Mnistry of
Social Affairs and Labour determi ned that wonen were not required to work at
ni ght - except in hospitals - or to engage in hazardous enployment. Wbrking
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wonen were entitled to 30 days' paid nmaternity | eave before and after

delivery, and to an additional 100 days' unpaid | eave taken either
continuously or intermttently, on presentation of a nedical certificate
stating that the request was linked to their pregnancy. However, annual |eave
could not be taken in conjunction with such maternity |eave. Law No. 15 of
1989 governing enploynent in the civil service granted working wonmen vari ous
privileges, including two nonths' special |eave on full pay follow ng
childbirth; |eave for a working wi dow upon her husband's death; and unpaid

| eave to acconpany a husband on an official posting or official |eave abroad.
A female civil servant with at | east one year's service was entitled to
maternity | eave of between six nonths and four years. Wrking wonen were al so
entitled to four nonths' maternity | eave on half pay. 1In addition, the rights
of wonen and children were covered by the Public Assistance Act, which ensured
the security and stability of those w thout neans.

6. Ms. Mina AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) said that the child s freedom of expression
was reflected in many Kuwaiti instrunments. |In the field of education, the
child s views were taken into account through school progranmes inplenented at
all stages of school life. Consideration was given to their reconmendations

to include certain subjects in the curriculum one exanple being conputer
studi es, which had been successfully taught at the internediate | evel and had
| ater been introduced in the mddle schools at pupils' request. There were
al so student councils, on which students were represented, at all educationa
| evel s nationwi de. They identified students' problens, notably in regard to
the curriculumand the exercise of their rights, and sought their views and
recommendati ons, which were then submitted to the authorities. There were

al so student congresses, which studied a different issue relating to students
each year, especially in the sociocultural area.

7. Very young children were able to express thensel ves at Kkindergarten
where their teachers hel ped them understand their rights. Parents received a
weekly letter fromteachers, containing details of the programe the child was
to follow and information on the child's rights and needs. An inportant
medi um of children's expression of their needs and concerns was

school -organi zed | eisure and cultural activities, which included field visits
to institutions and mnistries to |learn about their work on behal f of
children, as well as curriculumrelated cultural excursions.

8. Vi ol ence towards and nal treatnent of children were not only frowned upon
by public opinion, but were strictly proscribed by a statute dating back to
the 1960s, which prohibited all forns of corporal punishment by teachers or
school principals. Al Kuwaiti schools provided a socio-psychol ogi ca
counsel I ing service, which received and investigated pupils' conplaints of

mal t reat ment by school nmanagers, teachers and even parents. Children were
encouraged to visit the counsellor - even without a specific complaint - to

di scuss probl enms encountered at home or at school. Such conplaints, which
were strictly confidential, were referred to the highest educational authority
and, once verified, resulted in the sanctioning of the perpetrator. Students
conpl aints could be broadcast on radio or television and publicized through
the bulletin of the Mnistry of Public Education

9. Two bookl ets published at the internediate and secondary |evels were
made available to children and their parents at the start of each school year
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providing themwi th information relating to their rights and obligations;

enrol ment procedures; formalities for school transfers; and nmethods of dealing
with truancy. Such information was al so supplied through parent-teacher

associ ations. There was no discrimnation whatsoever in the education of
girls. The | aw governi ng conpul sory education encouraged fanmlies to send
their children to school, where girls and boys received identical treatment.

I ndeed, girls were nore successful in exam nations than boys. The del egati on
woul d shortly provide statistics attesting to the absolute equality in budget
allocation for girls and boys in governnment schools.

10. M. RAZZOOQ (Kuwait) said that while the total budget of the Mnistry
of Public Education m ght vary fromyear to year and according to projects,
boys did not receive preferential treatment. Sexual relations with children
were strictly forbidden both under the I aw and for religious reasons, and
adul ts who engaged in them were severely puni shed.

11. The Constitution was the suprene |aw of the land. Any individual
corporate entity, or organization could appeal to the Constitutional Court to
i ssue a judgenent on any dispute over the interpretation of its articles.

12. Al t hough wonen had equality in all areas under the law, they still did
not have the vote in Kuwait since, although there was support for change, the
i ssue continued to be one of considerable political sensitivity. It was not

al ways possible for all aspects of denocracy as practised in the West to be

i ntroduced instantly in developing and traditional societies throughout the
world without putting social fabrics under intolerable strain. If a society
was to be nmaintained on an even keel, the views of all groups had to be taken
into consideration and an attenpt made to reach a viable consensus step by
step through dial ogue without alienating minorities. Kuwait was thus
gradual |y working towards ultinate achi evenment of full and equal rights for
wonren. The few reservations Kuwait had with respect to conventions relating
to the rights of wonen and children arose where there was conflict with
Islamic traditions and religion, which was a very sensitive issue. O herw se,
as soon as international conventions had been signed and ratified they
acquired the status of national |aw

13. Di fferent means were being used to inplenent the Convention, the nost
effective being to raise public awareness of its principles through the nedia
and by neans of various publications. Children were made aware of their
rights through the school system such teaching beginning in kindergarten and
continuing through primary and secondary school, using nethods suited to the
age and understanding of the children concerned.

14. Wth regard to future activities relating to children's rights, Kuwai't
woul d pay careful attention to the Conmittee's recommendati ons and to the
experience of other countries in seeking to inprove the situation of children
The suggestion froma nenber of the Conmittee that all |egal provisions
relating to children should be gathered together into a Children's Code was
wel come and woul d be recommended to the Government. There were also plans to
provi de a hi gher budget allocation for children's issues.

15. The CHAI RPERSON said the Comrmittee had no wish to i npose honpbgeneity on
the world and fully understood that the different cultures and traditions
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prevailing in different regions had to be taken into account in addressing
children's rights. |Its sole wish was to ensure conformty with the precepts
and principles of the Convention, which had been drafted with a viewto
accommodating differing social, economc, cultural and religious traditions.

16. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, while recognizing that it was not possible to change

the situation regarding votes for wonmen overni ght, asked what neasures were
currently being taken by the Governnment to change attitudes to the issue anobng
the general public and anong influential groups.

17. Was education on the rights of the child an integral part of the schoo
curriculun? Wat neasures had been taken to inprove inplenmentation of the |aw
relating to compul sory education? Wre parents who failed to send their
children to school subject to any penalties? Did all non-Kuwaiti children
living in Kuwait, such as the children of Bedoons, inmm grant workers and

ot hers, have the sane access to free education as Kuwaiti children? A
Students' Council had been nmentioned in connection w th decision-nmaking.

She asked whether that Council was also consulted when sanctions were being
considered, or a report drafted, with respect to a problem school child.

18. Information on the class repeat rate and school drop-out rate would be
wel conme, since there appeared to be sonme problemin that respect in secondary
education. She asked whether any action was being taken to prevent children
droppi ng out of school after a given age. Were there any facilities, such as
parent -teacher neetings, to enable parents to participate in the educationa
life of their children? Although sexual relations were prohibited in the case
of adol escents, early sexual maturity neant that teenage pregnancy was a
possibility. Did a young girl who became pregnant have any opportunity of
continuing her education after the birth of her child?

19. The report provided a considerabl e amobunt of information on social
cultural, artistic and scientific activities for school children, but said
little about sports, which were very inportant for the devel opment of the
child. Were sports activities included in the school curriculun? Did sports
facilities exist at all schools? Did girls take part in sports activities in
school s?

20. Ms. SARDENBERG said that in her question on budget allocations she had
| ooked for information on expenditure in the social sector as well as on
education, with particular reference to recent trends. Perhaps that

i nformati on could be sent to the Commttee at a |ater date.

21. Wth regard to the Children's Hone and Cuest House facilities provided
for children deprived of a famly environment, she asked what criteria were
used to deci de whether a child should be sent to such an institution and what
determ ned a child' s nmove fromone to the other. Wy was there a difference
in the nunbers at each institution? Wo decided whether a child should have
the opportunity to be heard? Was there any system for the periodic review of
pl acenment in those institutions?

22. Al t hough Kuwait had a very advanced health-care system and good health
i ndi cators, mention had been nmade of poor eating habits among children. She
asked what action was being taken to address the problem and create public
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awar eness of the issue. Noting that Kuwait provided nany services and
facilities for disabled children, she wondered whether the draft D sabled
Persons Act nentioned in the report had since been adopted and whether the
Hi gher Council for the Di sabl ed had been established. Was Kuwait giving any
consideration to the principle of including children with disabilities in
mai nstream services and facilities?

23. Wth regard to the special progranmes for highly gifted and creative
persons mentioned in paragraph 48 of the report, she asked why such a
programe was necessary and how it fitted into mainstream education. She
asked whet her the special centres for nothers and children described in

par agraph 84 of the report were public and what their role was. Wy was the
nunber of boys enrolled there alnost tw ce the nunmber of girls? She asked
what steps were being taken to include information on the Convention and on
children's rights in the Kuwaiti system of education

24. M . RABAH, appl audi ng what had been achieved by Kuwait in the fields of
heal th and education in a relatively short time, regretted that the wealth of
statistics provided had not included data on juvenile delinquency. The
Conmittee woul d appreciate information on the nunbers of juvenile delinquents,
the kind of crimes or offences they conmtted, the proceedings currently

agai nst mnors before the courts and the penalties or other nmeasures to which
they were subjected by the courts. He asked whether street children, honel ess
children or child beggars were found anong the non-Kuwaiti population in
Kuwai t. What were the relations between the police responsible for mnors and
juvenile offenders? When juveniles were remanded in custody or sentenced to
deprivation of liberty, were they sent to special institutions for juveniles
or placed with adults? He asked whether the pre-trial custody described in
par agraph 220 of the report was not likely to be detrinmental to the juvenile
concerned, particularly if it turned out that no offence had been conmtted.

25. He asked whether juvenile offenders were tried before a single judge

or a panel of judges and requested information on the structure of juvenile
courts. Were there any judges who specialized in juvenile justice? D d the
soci al welfare staff dealing with juveniles at risk of becom ng delinquent
attend | egal proceedings involving such juveniles? Did juveniles have access
to free legal aid? Was there any flexibility with respect to the sentences
meted out to juveniles? Did judges dealing with juvenile cases have the
opportunity to review a sentence in the light of the best interests of the
child? What measures were taken for the rehabilitation of juvenile offenders?
In the event that special institutions existed for the purpose, he asked how
they were run and what nethods they used. It was inportant too that such
institutions should keep in contact with the parents of juveniles in their
care.

26. He asked if there was ever any delay in trying cases involving juveniles
and if so whether there were any specific reasons for such a delay. Should
juvenil es becone adult in the interval before their cases canme to trial

was the trial still conducted as if a juvenile was involved? Wre any
rehabilitation efforts nade by public or private bodies after sentence had
been passed on a juvenile or after that sentence had been served? He asked
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whet her sentences served by juveniles appeared on their records, since that
could have an adverse effect on their later efforts to find work and m ght
| ead themto offend again.

27. In the context of child | abour, he asked whether Kuwait had ratified the
I LO M ni nrum Age Convention (No. 138). |1LO was currently engaged in a ngjor
project that ultinmately sought to prohibit the enploynment of persons

under 18 years of age. Had Kuwait, in view of its econom c strength, given
any thought to inposing a conplete ban on work by juveniles?

28. Ms. MBO said that the statistics the delegation had given to

the Committee at its previous nmeeting showed that of all women in

the 15-49 year-old age group, 8.4 per cent had nmarried bel ow the age of 15
and 24.9 per cent had done so between the ages of 15 and 17. They were thus
bei ng deprived of part of their childhood by marrying at that age. Although
matters appeared to be inproving, it was clear that change could not happen
overnight. That was why | egal provisions were necessary to suppl enent

i nformati on canpai gns targeting the general public.

29. She understood that in Kuwait, under Islamc law, it was nmandatory for
children born out of wedlock to be taken away fromtheir parents and placed in
foster care. She asked what happened in the case of parents, and especially
not hers, who wi shed to assume their responsibilities for the upbringing of the
child, as was urged in article 18 of the Convention. Furthernore, under the
same article, States Parties were expected to render assistance to parents in
fulfilling those responsibilities.

30. Fi gures provided by the Kuwait Family Health Survey for 1996 indicated
that only 12 per cent of children under four months were being exclusively

or predom nately breastfed, and that the figure for bottle-feeding rose

to 90 per cent after four nonths. She asked whether the del egation could
confirmthose findings. |In the light of the inportance of breastfeeding for
the empti onal and physical devel opment of the child, information on any
measures being undertaken in Kuwait to pronote breastfeeding woul d be wel cone.

31. According to paragraph 128 of the report, Kuwait was endeavouring to
ensure the healthy nutrition of children. However, the 1996 Kuwait Heal th
Survey had reported a significant nunber of cases of malnutrition and stunting
among children, which presumably were due not to lack of food but to poor
eating habits. Could the delegation confirmthe figures and supply

i nformati on on any neasures ained at educating parents and others caring for
children to encourage healthy eating practices?

32. She had been surprised to see fromthe statistics provided how high the
nmortality rate fromexternal causes and transport accidents was anong mnal es,
particularly Kuwaiti nales, aged 15-19, and asked what the reason m ght be.

Si nce adol escent health problenms in general were currently increasing

t hr oughout the world, she would wel come information on the general health
situation of young people aged 10-19. Was the health of adol escents in
Kuwait nonitored in any way? Were any youth-friendly health education and

i nformati on services provided and what care and rehabilitati on services were
avail abl e shoul d probl ens arise? Ws any protection provided agai nst the
harnful effects of the nedia, including electronic nedia?
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33. In the context of special protection neasures, she understood that rape
was severely punished, but only if the victimcould provide w tnesses. That
was a very difficult condition for a young girl to fulfil, especially as in

Islam c cultures such girls were generally stigmatized and had virtually no

| onger any hope of marriage. Did girls who were sexual ly abused or exploited
in Kuwait have any access to nedical or psychol ogical counselling or nedica
care? What was the position with regard to abortion in cases of rape?

34. She understood that | andm nes were a major problemin Kuwait and that
some 33 per cent of those injured by them were children. Had the m nes been
cl eared? Were there any progranmmes to train the public, and especially
children, in mne recognition in order to avoid accidents? What
rehabilitation progranmes and services were available for children disabled
by | andm nes?

35. Ms. PALME was particularly concerned about the position of children born
out of wedlock. The situation described by the del egati on seenmed unfair to
the child. Mny studies had shown that children who grew up in institutions
were subject to many psychological difficulties. Ws any consideration being
gi ven to hel ping single nothers to keep their children and to renoving the
stigma on out-of-wedl ock birth?

36. The head of the del egation had described the position of wonen in Kuwait
and the gradual advances that were being made in that connection. She urged
the Governnent to continue to pronote equality for women. She would like nore
i nformati on regarding the situation of the Bedoons and the progress bei ng made
in the renoval of |andm nes. She joined her colleagues in stressing that the
age of crimnal responsibility had been set very lowin Kuwait, and she
wonder ed whet her there had been any further discussion in that connection

She al so wondered whet her any conprehensive plan of action had been devel oped
regardi ng the conclusions of the 1996 Stockhol m Conference, which Kuwait had
attended, on the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. Lastly, she
asked whether girls and boys enjoyed the sanme right to inherit fromtheir
parents.

37. Ms. KARP associated herself with many of the questions already asked
by her coll eagues. She felt, however, that her own earlier request for nore
i nformati on about the position of the Bedoons and non-Kuwaitis had not
received a direct answer. In view of the many di sadvantages from which they
suffered, she would be glad of that information

38. In regard to jus sanguinis and the question of nationality, she felt
that a child should not necessarily have to be born of a Kuwaiti father

The provision risked creating a whol e generation of children who were

di scri m nated agai nst because they were born of a Kuwaiti nother and a

non- Kuwai ti father. In regard to respect for the opinion of the child, she
noted that sone information had been provi ded about children's participation
and the hearing of conmplaints within the school system \Wat was the
position, however, regarding conplaints fromchildren in institutions and
those who | eft the school system before the age of 14? Children who were
enpl oyed al so needed a way of airing their conplaints.
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39. In regard to donestic violence, she would |ike to know what was being
done in practice to encourage wonen to conplain. Domestic violence caused
children great suffering whether or not they were thensel ves subjected to it.
Was there any |l egislation enabling a spouse to obtain a restraining order
preventing the offender fromreturning to the hone and were there any hostels
for wonen who were victins of donestic violence? She would also like to know
the position regarding the prohibition of corporal punishnment in the home.

It was inportant for the Governnent to convey the nessage to parents that
corporal punishment was undesirable. Wuld the Government consider

prohi biting so-called “reasonabl e chasti senent”, on the grounds that the
psychol ogi cal harm done to children by corporal punishnent in the home was

as serious as physical harn? She would also |ike to know nore about |aw
enforcenent in the field of donestic violence. The traditional approach
whereby the police tried to reconcile the partners, only victim zed the victim
a second tinme. Was there any plan to devise guidelines for the police in that
connection?

40. She understood that polygany was still permtted in Kuwait. Had there
been any attenpt to study the harm caused to children by pol yganous famlies?
Al so, was there any public education to discourage the tradition of marriage
within the famly? Studies had shown that it frequently resulted in physica
or mental disability. Kuwait had an adnmirable systemfor caring for children
with disabilities, but it would surely be better to prevent them How were
the child victinms of sexual abuse within the fanmily treated? WAs there any
speci al system whereby children could conplain of such treatnent and were they
gi ven psychol ogi cal hel p in understandi ng what had happened to then? She
believed that the Social Devel opnment O fice was concerned with the
rehabilitation of persons with psychol ogical problenms. Ws there any project
to provide help for the victins of fanmily sex abuse?

41. As she understood it, a child of unknown parents in Kuwait could be
taken into a foster family. Could children whose parents were known but

who needed to be taken out of their famly environnent be included in the
fostering systemrather than be sent to an institution? It was explained in
par agraph 107 of the report that a child could be sent to an institution if it
was deened to be exposed to the risk of delinquency. How were the child's
best interests cared for in such a situation?

42. Lastly, she wondered whet her any consi deration was being given to
prol ongi ng the period of conpul sory education and thus closing the gap

bet ween 10 when it ended, and 14 when a child could enter the world of work
The structures were already in place and there seenmed to be no budgetary
problem Thus, there was nothing to prevent such a step. Also, was

any consi deration being given to ratifying the 1LO M ni num Age

Convention (No. 138)7?

43. In regard to the juvenile justice system she drew attention to the high
rate of invol venent since 1993 of non-Kuwaiti children, contrary to the
situation that had obtained earlier. The sudden increase in the nunber of
non- Kuwai ti chil dren being brought before the court called for special study.
What shortcomngs in the existing systemof juvenile justice had led to the
current consideration of its amendnment? She noted that a juvenile accused
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of a felony was entitled to | egal assistance. Wy, in the case of a
m sdenmeanour, did the court have discretionary power to deci de whether
or not |legal aid should be provided?

44, Ms. MXHUANE had a nunmber of questions with regard to famly
environnent and alternative care. She noted that children placed in the
Children's Honme were, on reaching the age of 10, transferred fromthe Honme to
the Guest House. She wondered what happened in the period of transition
After devel oping an attachnment to a replacement parental figure in the
Children's Honme, at the age of 10 the child was again taken away. Had any
studi es been nade of the issues of attachment and grieving in children?

45. The report provided a great deal of information on juvenile delinquency
in Kuwait. She wondered why young persons were so at risk there, given the
quasi-fam |y structure of the country. Wat was the definition of delinquency
and at what point was a child classified as delinquent? She noted the sudden
i ncrease in the nunber of non-nationals involved in the system since 1993, to
which Ms. Karp had referred, and asked what had happened to cause it.

46. The del egati on had described the steps taken to mitigate the effects
of war on children in Kuwait. A study had been made by the University of
Californian at Los Angeles of Kuwaiti children affected by the war and an

i ncrease had been recommended in psychol ogi cal services for them She asked
whet her any steps had been taken in that direction

47. In regard to children's health and the quality of the health services,
remar kabl e progress had been nmade. Neverthel ess, she echoed Ms. Mioi's
remar ks about the need to address adol escent health. No statistics were given
for the incidence of STD (sexually transmtted di seases) or H V/ Al DS, teenage
pregnanci es, or the exposure of adol escents to drugs and al cohol. What
preventi ve neasures were being taken to reduce the high rate of death and
injury in accidents? Wat was the extent of behavioural problens such as

| earning disabilities and other stress or trauma-induced disorders? Although
details had been provided of the services rendered, the Cormittee had received
no informati on on the magnitude of the problem

48. Lastly, she would wel cone up-to-date information on the clearing of
| andm nes.

49. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked what the | egal provisions were governing the status
of refugees and asyl um seekers, what facilities were available for them

in particular at the Tal ha Detention Centre where they were kept in

adm ni strative custody, and what the position of children was at the Centre.
Since Kuwait had a good tradition of welcom ng refugees and cooperated wel
with UNHCR, she would like to know why it had not yet ratified the 1951
Convention and the 1967 Protocol on the Status of Refugees, and whether it

pl anned to do so in the near future.

50. Lastly, she would like to know how the nmenbers of the Civil Defence
Department were recruited, at what age they could volunteer, how | ong the
training was and whether girls could take part in civil defence.
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51. M s. SARDENBERG said, in connection with the effects of the war on
children, that she had avail able sone information relating to the UNI CEF
programe instituted in Kuwait in 1993. The evaluation of the programe had
shown that it had suffered sone setbacks. She asked whether the programe

was still in place and whether the problenms that had been found had been
corrected. She shared the concern that had been expressed about the situation
of refugees in Kuwait and recomended that consideration should be given to
rel easing many of them including children, fromdetention. She urged the
Governnment to consider ratifying the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Protocol, as
wel | as the 1954 Convention on Statel ess Persons and the 1961 Convention on

t he Reduction of Statel essness.

52. In regard to the economic exploitation of children, she expressed
particul ar concern about the street children, npst of whom were Bedoons. Had
any study been nade and data collected in that connection and had any specia
programes been put in place? Also, the report said very little about child
| abour. She noted that donestic work was not covered by the Private Sector
Enmpl oyment Act. Was there any mnimum age for child donmestic workers and did
the proposed new Act include previously onitted categories? She agreed that
the end of conmpul sory education and the m ni mrum age for work shoul d coi nci de,
but she was in favour of a conplete ban on child |abour

53. Ms. PALME urged the CGovernnent to give thought to applying article 22 of
the Convention in a nore holistic way. Many other aspects of the Convention
such as those concerned in articles 7, 8, 9 and 10, as well as articles 16 and
20, 30, 37 and even 39, could all be regarded as related to the situation of
child asylum seekers. It was inportant to have a holistic view of the rights
of every child and to ensure that all children living in the country were
treated in the sane way.

54. The CHAI RPERSON said that the del egation would clearly be unable to
respond to all the questions that had been asked within the time avail abl e.
Nevert hel ess, she wished to add two nore. First, were there any traditiona
practices in Kuwait that m ght be prejudicial to children's health and, if so,
what was being done to elimnate then? Her second question related to the

| egal system It was understood that Kuwait was an Islamc State and that the
court system was based on the Sharia. However, there was al so freedom of
religion for other faiths in Kuwait. Under what system would a person of a
faith other than Islam be judged?

The neeting was suspended at 12.10 p.m and resuned at 12.25 p. m

55. M. AL-JAFIN (Kuwait) undertook to forward statistics relating to the
nunber of young persons sentenced and the nature of the offences comm tted.
The Juvenil e Act defined the offences for which young people could be tried,
i ncl udi ng pornography, purchase of drugs or al cohol, ganbling, associating
wi th known crimninals, running away from honme or school which mght lead to
del i nquency, and rebelling agai nst parents or guardi ans. Homel ess children
were accommpdated in State institutions. Begging by either Kuwaiti or foreign
children did not occur in Kuwait. Street vending was pernmitted only with a
special permt. Special police units were responsible for investigating and
arresting young suspects, who were then taken before a juvenile court. The
Act specified that minors could be held in custody only in a Surveillance
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Centre, under very particular circunstances or for their safety. The Act
further specified that the court could appoint a defence |awer for a juvenile
def endant, whose fees would be paid by the court. Juvenile courts could
review and amend sentences.

56. M. AL-ANZI (Kuwait) said that the traditional form of treatnent by
cauterization still occurred on occasion, but that the custom was being

di scarded. Wonen usually married between 25 and 29 years of age. A Canadi an
team had taken over nedical and administrative responsibility for operating
the special centre which provided treatnent for children suffering from war
trauma. In Kuwait, malnutrition was due rather to disease or incorrect
nutrition than to poverty, for which reason only sandw ches and m |k could

be sold in schools. A breastfeeding canpaign had al so been | aunched. Car
accidents were frequent in Kuwait, with at |east one fatal accident per day.
There were currently only two AIDS patients under the age of 18, both of whom
had been infected by their nothers. They were receiving all avail able
treatment.

57. Ms. Nawal AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) said that children living in homes or

or phanages were transferred to single-sex institutions at the age of 10.

Grls remained there until they nmarried and boys until they entered enpl oynent
and coul d nove into independent acconmodation. Children placed with foster
famlies were noved only in the event of problens. Education was obligatory
until the age of 14, extendable by two years for children experiencing
difficulties. N ght or norning schools were available for young wonen who

| eft school to marry.

58. Ms. Mina AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) said that domestic violence was prohibited
by Iaw and could constitute a notive for divorce. |n nodern-day Kuwait,

pol ygamy was nost unusual and the nmen of the younger generation took only

one wife. The high level of injuries reported anmong young people up to 1993
was due to mne explosions and the large nunber of firearnms in circulation. A
subsequent canpai gn had reduced those risks. The Regional Ofice for Refugees
was based in Kuwait and coordinated all refugee policies throughout the Gulf
region. The very limted nunber of refugees in Kuwait had been resettled in
ot her countries. There had been 220,000 Bedoons prior to the invasion, and
only 120, 000 renmai ned subsequently, denonstrating that they could freely
return to their own countries. Such people sinply sought to gain the
privileges acquired with Kuwaiti nationality, in terns of access to housing,

| oans, etc., which was not reasonable. The Mnistries of Justice and Foreign
Affairs were seeking a humanitarian, as opposed to political, solution to the
problem Bedoon children were not denied access to schooling in Kuwait, and
many were registered in State schools, special schools or private schools.

59. M. RAZZOOQ (Kuwait) said that the Juvenile Act stated that hearings of
cases involving juveniles should be rapid and fair, and held in canmera. The
age of the accused at the tine of the crine determ ned the type of court in
whi ch the case would be heard. The sentences passed down by the Juvenile
Court were not placed on the person's record and rul es regardi ng recidivism
did not apply to mnors, which allowed themto begin their |ives afresh.

60. M. AL-JAFIN (Kuwait), referring to the Chairperson's question on
the inmplications of defendants' nationality or religion, explained that a
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di stinction should be made between civil and crimnal cases. In civil cases,
Kuwaiti law applied if both parties were national citizens, whereas the | aw
governing relations with foreigners applied when a foreigner was invol ved.
Hence, the deciding factor was nationality, and not religion. In crimna
cases, the Penal Code applied regardl ess of a defendant's nationality.

Speci al courts had been established to hear cases involving Shiites. The
penalty for abortion was largely left to the discretion of the judge, who was
required to consider the circunstances and show | eni ency where appropri ate.

61. Ms. OUEDRAOXO i nquired about social security entitlenents for citizens
and foreigners in Kuwait.

The neeting rose at 12.50 p. m




