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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Thailand (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13, HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 78, CRC/ C/ Q THA/ 1;
witten replies of the CGovernnent of Thailand to the questions raised in the
list of issues)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Thai l and took places at the Committee table.

2. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thail and), introducing the nmenbers of her delegation, said
she would call on the two high school students representing the children of
Thai l and on the del egation to speak first.

3. Ms. LOHAKI TJA (Thailand), a 17 year-old pupil froma girls' high schoo

i n Bangkok, said the process of selecting children's representatives for the
del egation had been initiated by the National Youth Bureau. Wth the
assistance of the Mnistry of Education, a nunber of television progranmes and
t he Foundation for Wonen and UNI CEF, two representatives had been sel ected
froma nunber of candi dates, one of either sex and one froma rural and one
froman urban area

4, The situation of children was |argely affected by the famly. In
Thai l and, that still nmeant to sone extent the traditional extended famly,

whi ch generally provided a secure and conforting haven for the child, although
children's rights were not al ways observed. Mny bodies in Thailand, both
governnental and non-governnental, including the National Youth Bureau, were
engaged in publicizing the Convention. However, despite sone training of
teachers, information on children's rights and obligations was not always
reaching the children thenselves. One of the results of that |ack of

awar eness was the preval ence of problens such as drug addiction, child I abour
child prostitution and viol ence against children. A nunber of programes had
been introduced in schools to help conmbat such problens, one such being the
“friend-to-friend” programe, sponsored in part by the private sector, in

whi ch children hel ped each other to prevent problens arising, were provided
with information on the dangers of drug abuse and the risk of H V/ Al DS and
trai ned as youth | eaders agai nst abuse of various kinds.

5. Under the new Constitution, the m ninum age of enpl oyment had been
raised from13 to 15. There had al so been public information canpaigns

agai nst child | abour through television and other media. Child prostitution
was a problemthat affected not only Thai children but also children com ng in
from nei ghbouring countries, which were being appealed to for cooperation in
efforts to end the practice. Thailand was al so engaged in public information
campai gns agai nst sex tourism

6. The use of violence against children was in some aspects sancti oned by
Thai cul ture, which accepted corporal punishnment as evidence of care for the
child. However, perceptions were changing and alternative forns of schoo

di sci pline were being introduced, whereby unacceptabl e behavi our was puni shed
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by |l ower marks, notification of parents and ultinmately where necessary
expul sion of the child. The key issue was education and particularly
overcom ng the inadequate awareness resulting fromthe generation gap

7. M. PUKJAI (Thailand), a 17 year-old senior high school pupil froma
child wel fare boardi ng school in the north-east of Thailand, said that the
traditional extended family had its advantages. |If a child was abandoned by

its parents, for instance, as had happened in his own case, it could remain in
the famly and be | ooked after by other famly nenbers. On the other hand,
corporal punishment of children was nore conmon.

8. Al nost 95 per cent of children in Thailand had access to educati on and
could read and wite. However, rural children still did not enjoy as many
educational facilities as urban children. His school was one of the many
establ i shed under the sponsorship of the King to provide education for

di sadvant aged chil dren, sone 50 per cent of whom woul d otherw se have no
access to school. A number of organizations gave assistance to schools. In
his own school, where education was free, sone 20 places were supported by a
non- gover nment al foundati on and UNI CEF was providi ng programres that included
vocational training. The current economic crisis had led the Mnistry of
Education to provide sone assistance for children whose parents were out of
work. In addition, various forns of incone generation fromwork under schoo
auspi ces had been devised to help children from poor fanilies earn some noney
as a means of ensuring that their education was not too great a drain on their
famlies. Money earned in that way during school holidays was placed in an
education fund for the child.

9. Educati onal programes broadcast to schools by satellite were being

i ntroduced in secondary schools in some rural areas. Such progranmres were
designed for direct interaction with children, the teacher acting in an

advi sory capacity only. The programes could be recorded in order to assi st
children who had difficulty in follow ng them

10. Most sexual abuse of children took place within the famly. |In Tha
culture children were expected to show gratitude to their parents, which often
meant that they made no conplaint of such abuse. However, children abused in
that way frequently becane abusers thensel ves when they becane adults. Many
organi zations existed to prevent child abuse and to hel p abused children

11. Al t hough | egislation existed to prohibit corporal punishnent of children
by teachers, tinme was needed to change attitudes and devel op greater
sensitivity to children's needs. Many teachers had thensel ves been beaten
when they were at school and tended to consider corporal punishment a norma
practice.

12. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thailand) said that the economic crisis that was so
severely shaking Thailand and its people threatened what had al ready been
achi eved towards inplenenting the Convention. The social inpact of npst
concern was rising unenploynent, entailing |lost incone and increased poverty,
with 1.6 mllion people currently out of work. Sonme 2,000 conpani es had

al ready ceased operation and it was expected that 400,000 people in all would
be laid off by the end of the year. Children would inevitably be anong those
who woul d have to bear the brunt of the crisis. Reduction in famly incones
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had already led to an increase in an al ready high school drop-out rate, about
a third of the 800,000 drop-outs in the current year being directly
attributable to the crisis. Geat attention would have to be focused on the
probl em

13. The inflation resulting fromthe crisis had reduced the supply of

medi cines to hospitals, while the rising cost of food was likely to have a
long-termdetrinental effect on the nutritional and health status of children
Increased stress resulting fromthe crisis mght al so aggravate the grow ng
probl em of viol ence and abuse in the famly

14. In addition to its comritnent to financial restructuring and to
restoring the econony, the Government was endeavouring to mtigate the socia
i mpact of the crisis. Wth assistance fromthe Wrld Bank, the Japanese
Overseas Econom c Cooperation Fund and the Asian Devel opment Bank, it was
putting a conprehensive social programme together ained at creating jobs,
provi ding training and easing access to basic services. The current crisis
had led to a review of the econom ¢ and soci al agenda, |eading to acceptance
of the need for overall social reform including greater attention to
children's issues.

15. The Convention had assisted Thailand in its successful efforts to

i nprove the survival and devel opnent of its children. Infant and materna
nmortality had decreased considerably and primary school enrolnment and literacy
rates had risen. However, although nost Thai children had access to basic

services, attention still needed to be paid to disadvantaged chil dren and many
child protection problens still renained.
16. Child | abour continued to be a crucial concern, since sonme 16 per cent

of children between 10 and 14 years of age were in sone form of enploynent.
Preventive neasures were being applied with the help of internationa

organi zati ons and non-governnental organi zati ons (NG3s). The new Labour
Protection Act (1998) would provide greater protection agai nst exploitation,
rai sing the mninum age of enploynment from13 to 15. The Act al so prohibited
the sexual harassnment of wonen and children. Traditional attitudes and
practices were a nmajor factor in perpetuating child | abour and woul d al so need
to be tackl ed.

17. The conmerci al sexual exploitation of children was one of the nost
serious violations of their rights and in many cases took place with the
conni vance of their famlies. Thailand had adopted a national policy and plan
of action to conmbat such exploitation that conprised both prevention and
protection. Access to education and training was being provided to girls at
risk of being lured into sexual exploitation. Efforts were being made to
coordi nate action on the matter with the tourismauthorities and with hotels
catering for tourists. New |aws had been adopted in the past two years to
conmbat prostitution and trafficking in wonmen and children, with inproved
protection for victinms and harsher penalties for those involved in organizing
such activities. The problem still remained of enforcing the | aw agai nst
custoners and procurers. A total of 22 cases were before the courts

and ni ne persons had been sentenced. A National Committee on Trafficking in
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Worren and Children had recently been established to address the probl em of
cross-border trafficking and to collaborate on the issue with the other
countries invol ved.

18. M gration of workers from nei ghbouring countries continued to be a mgjor
concern. Unacconpanied children illegally entering the country in search of
work were likely to end up in inmgration detention centres. The policy was
to repatriate such children as rapidly as possible w thout prosecuting them
provi ded they were not also involved in crimnal activity such as drug
trafficking. However, nore attention needed to be given to inproving the
treatment of such children in detention centres and providing themw th access
to basic services. W rk was also needed in collaboration with their countries
of origin to ensure that once repatriated such children received appropriate
assi st ance.

19. Armed conflict in Canmbodia and Myannar had led to a new influx of
di spl aced persons, including children. Although Thail and was not a signatory
of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its Protocol, it had

adopted the hurmanitarian principle of according themtenporary refuge and
perm tting non-governnental organizations to assist in the provision of
shelter, food and other basic necessities. The children of displaced persons
recei ved conparable and in sonme cases better care than their Tha
counterparts. The Government had recently reached an agreenent w th UNHCR
due to conme into force in COctober 1998, that would give that agency an
enhanced role in addressing the needs of such di splaced persons.

20. Efforts to overcone the problens of hill tribes included work by the
Governnment to register hill tribes people and accord them Thai nationality
under the law. However, nore work was necessary since a considerabl e nunber
of children still remained undocunented and hence statel ess.

21. Juvenile justice was energi ng as another concern for Thailand, and | aws
had been amended to ensure the child' s best interests. A draft Crim nal
Procedure Code supported by UNI CEF, ensuring children better treatnment in the
judicial process and in courts, had already been accepted in principle by the
| oner house of Parlianent. The establishment of Juvenile and Family courts
nati onwi de, the elinination of corporal and capital punishnment, and the

i ntroduction of practical alterations to the juvenile justice system renai ned
future objectives.

22. New i nitiatives and structures had been introduced to address the
growi ng problem of abuse and violence in the famly. A child protection
system was bei ng established at provincial |evel and a network for the
prevention of violence against wonen and children was being set up under the
Bangkok Metropolitan Adnministration to provide nmultidisciplinary assistance to
victinms of abuse and violence. A national policy and plan was bei ng devel oped
wi th special enphasis on fanily counselling.

23. Unfortunately, the H V/ AIDS epidemc was increasingly affecting, and in

not a few cases destroying, the lives of Thai children. H V-infected children
were given institutional care and other relevant support such as schol arships

for education. Although nost children of AIDS-infected nothers were not

t henmsel ves infected, they suffered the enptional, psychosocial and econom c



CRC/ C/ SR. 491
page 6

consequences of AIDS. Sone 30,000 children had al ready been orphaned and

t he nunber woul d probably grow to 200, 000 before any decline could be
expected. Governnmental and non-governnental agencies had coll aborated in
provi ding the children concerned with boarding facilities and other types of
support, with special enphasis on comunity-based care. The initiatives of
H s Majesty the King had been beneficial in drawing attention to the welfare
of AIDS orphans. Day-care centres and secondary school s had been established
under His Majesty's patronage. Children with H V-infected parents and their
fam lies received assistance in many forns, including financial support and
counselling services. One of the critical challenges in the future would be
to change public attitudes, since the children still faced discrimnatory
attitudes and treatnment by Thai society.

24. The phenonenon of drug addiction was affecting children increasingly.
The growi ng use of anphetam nes had added to the variety of drugs used by
school children. Children, not necessarily addicted thensel ves, were sonetines
forced to sell drugs. As part of the effort to tackle the problem the

M ni stry of Education had recently |l aunched a “Drug-Free School project”
targeting all schools under the Mnistry's supervision. |In that connection
she was pleased to report that the draft Mney Laundering Act, which covered
drug abuse and prostitution, had already been considered by the Senate.

25. Over the past few years, there had been many positive devel opnents ai med
at laying the foundation for nore effective work on behalf of children's
rights. The nost inportant was the promul gation of the new Thai Constitution
in 1997. It was unique, in that for the first time the people had been
allowed to participate in the drafting process fromthe outset. It was al so
the first child-friendly Constitution, specifically guaranteeing the right of
children to be protected agai nst discrimnation, violence and unfair
treatment. It also clearly commtted the Governnment to the fulfilnment of the
obligations set out in all the international treaties and declarations to

whi ch Thail and was a signatory. Anpong its npst positive and innovative
aspects was an unprecedented cl ause requiring the establishnent of a Nationa
Human Rights Conmittee. As an adviser to the body drafting the organic |aw
for its formation, she had tried to include as one of its main functions the
monitoring of the inplenentation of the Convention on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
She had al so chaired a cormittee to anal yse Thai regul ations in connection
with human rights instruments to which the country was a signatory, as well as
treaties which it had not yet signed, giving consideration to the reasons for
not signing, so that recommendati ons could be nade for the formul ation of a
Master Plan of Action on Human Rights, to include children's and wonen's
rights.

26. Thai l and' s accession to the Convention had led to a grow ng consensus
among gover nnental and non-governnental organizations with regard to the need
for action to pronote the right of children to be heard and to participate in
decisions affecting them Children' s participation had been incorporated into
the current National Child and Youth Devel opment Pl an, which, together with
the Eighth National Econonic and Social Devel opment Pl an, had been the first
in Thai history to be fornulated with the participation of every sector of



CRC/ C/ SR. 491
page 7

society, including children. The recent public hearings, covering all the
provi nces of Thailand, had seen children and youth | eaders participating in
recommendations for the effective inplenmentation of the Convention

27. Wil e Thail and was proud of the progress achieved, it was conscious of
the many shortconm ngs and that a great deal remained to be done. She assured
the Committee of Thailand' s determ nation to take up the challenge. Despite
the present econonic calanities, she remai ned hopeful that, through
partnership with the Governnent, the private sector and nost of all the
peopl e, the country would be able to achieve a brighter future for its
chi | dren.

28. In conclusion, she expressed her appreciation to UNICEF Thailand for its
support in ensuring that the principles of children's rights were realized,
especially in regard to those npost at risk and in need of special protection
nmeasures. She thanked all those international organizations and Governnents
whi ch were working with Thailand and helping it to achieve better lives for
the children. Her delegation |ooked forward to hearing the Comrmittee's
guestions, comments and reconmmendati ons.

29. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the head of the Thai del egation for introducing
her country's report and for the witten replies to the list of issues. She
invited the menbers of the Committee to put their questions.

30. Ms. MBO said that the Committee was gratified to wel cone so

hi gh-ranki ng a del egation and particularly appreci ated the presence of the

two young people. Although the initial report did not fully followthe
guidelines, it was highly detailed and conprehensive. Sonetinmes, the process
of preparation could be as inportant as the report itself, and she had been
very inpressed by the tone of the report, show ng cl ose invol vement by the NGO
conmunity in its preparation

31. She noted that Thailand had acceded to the Convention in 1992. The
initial report should therefore have been submtted in 1994, although it had
actually been received in 1996. What had been the cause of the delay?

Bet ween 1996 and the present consideration of the report, however, the whole
Asi an region had been thrown into econonmic turmoil. |In addition to the
information in the witten replies, therefore, she would |like to know what the
i npact of the crisis had been on the efforts to inprove the country's | ega
and admini strative infrastructure. The honest and self-critical tone of the
written replies was particularly inpressive. In the reply to question 4, for
exanple, it was admtted that, in practice, the inplenentation of plans and
policies at regional and local |evels was relatively weak, being neither
conprehensive nor fully coherent.

32. At the end of her statenent, the head of the del egation had again
stressed the partnership between the Governnent, NGOs and the internationa
conmunity. Since the economic crisis was having an inportant inpact not only
on the budget but also on the incone of civil servants, what effect could be
expected on the norale and efficiency of government services? In the NGO
sector as well, resources for staff were greatly dimnished. How could they
be helped to maintain their inportant role in working for children in a period
of great need and reduced resources?
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33. During a neeting on the consideration of national reports, organized by
UNI CEF in Bangkok in May 1998, it had been suggested that the Committee spent
too much time on general neasures of inplenmentation and too little on specia
measures of protection. Wat balance, leading to realistic recommendations
for inmplementation by the State party that could really be of help to
children, would the Thai delegation |ike to see anpng the eight groups of

i ssues?

34. There were a nunber of points on which she would particularly like to
hear the views of the two young people. She asked Ms. Lohakitja, who had
spoken about the dissem nation of the Convention and the fact that many
children were not yet aware of it, how she herself had heard about it and what
her reaction had been. Both young people had spoken about sexual abuse and
child prostitution. Didthey and their friends at school tal k about those
things and what was their reaction to then? Did they also tal k anong

t hemsel ves i n school about substance abuse and drug addiction? She asked

M. Pukjai how he felt about working during the school holidays. Since he
cane froma poor region, had he or his friends been obliged to work in order
to contribute to the famly income? |If so, what work had he done and how did
he feel about it?

35. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that the report and the introductory statenment of
the head of the del egati on showed an encouragi ng awareness of the problens
facing the children of Thailand and the solutions that were needed. She asked
whet her the Government had accepted the many specific proposals nmade in the
report and integrated theminto its progranmes. |In regard to general neasures
of inplenmentation, she noted that the new Constitution guaranteed a w de range
of rights. \What steps had been taken to ensure their inplenentation

i ncl udi ng measures to bring about the necessary changes in public attitudes?
When the work on the legislation and regul ations currently under discussion
was conpleted, would all the neasures relating to children's rights be
assenbled in the formof a Children' s Code?

36. Addi tional information would also be useful on the stage reached in
carrying out the Eighth National Social and Econom c Devel oprment Pl an for
1997- 2001, and the extent to which children were involved in inplementing it.
They needed to be agents in the process, not sinply the objects of action by
ot hers. She wel conmed the many indications of successful cooperation w th NGOs
and would like to know how the work of carrying out programes was divided
between t hem and the Government. In the funding of projects, what was the

bal ance between NGO and governnent resources? She understood that it had

been planned to hold a senminar on rel ati ons between Thail and and the

four neighbouring countries. Had that sem nar been held and, if so, what was
the outcome? Had any progress been nmade yet in translating the Convention and
the report into the | anguages of the various ethnic groups? Wat progress had
been made, through cooperation w th nei ghbouring countries, in regard to child
prostitution and trafficking in children? She understood that universities in
Thail and were actively engaged in research into the various issues affecting
children. How far did the Governnent use the results of such research? Were
there any plans to dissenmnate the report itself, possibly for use in training
wor kers involved with children? How familiar was the general public in
Thai l and, and the children especially, with the terns of the Convention?
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37. M. RABAH said that the Thai Governnment had entered reservations, on
grounds of national security, to certain provisions of the Convention relating
to nationality and to refugee children. He would like to ask the two young
peopl e, therefore, how they felt about having refugee children in their
country. Did they feel that there was discrimnation between them and the
refugee children and had they any friends anong then? He would Iike to know
nmore about the relationship. On the report itself, he would |i ke nore details
about the way in which the NGOs had parti ci pated.

38. Ms. PALME had been particularly inpressed by the open-m ndedness

di spl ayed by the two young people. They had spoken frankly about the negative
i npact of the tradition of corporal punishnent as well as the pressure on
children to feel gratitude to their parents, and the effect of both on their
future actions and attitudes. They had been equally frank about the sexua
abuse of children within the famly. Young people of their sort carried the
key to change for the future. She hoped that they represented society's
growi ng awar eness of the need for change.

39. The picture given in the report of real cooperation and partnership

bet ween the Governnment and NGOs was encouraging. Listening to the head of the
del egation, she had felt that, despite the difficulties caused by the econom c
crisis, good intentions with regard to children remained fully alive. 1In that
connection, she would like to know what support the National Youth Bureau
recei ved from ot her governnent departments, in particular the Mnistry of
Finance. Had it pressed as hard as possible for resources to be used on
behal f of children?

40. She associated herself with the questions already asked in regard to the
Thai Government's reservations to the Convention. Those reservations, which
were not the usual ones, related to the nationality and status of refugee
children. She urged the Governnent to use the internationally accepted
definition of refugee and to accede at once to the 1951 Convention and the
1967 Prot ocol

41. Ms. MXHUANE said that she would |ike nore information on the

di ssemi nation of the Convention, particularly in the rural areas, and on the
anount of the national budget allocated to education and child welfare. It
was suggested in the report that the centralized system of governnment was
partly responsible for the slow rate at which problens were solved. She asked
whet her there was any nmove towards decentralization. The functions of the
Youth Bureau and the Sub-Conmittee on Child Rights in regard to coordi nation
and the nmonitoring of the inplenentation of the Convention seened to be
identical. Gwven the linmted resources avail able, she wondered whether it was
realistic to keep the two bodies. She welconed the current review of
legislation relating to the Juvenile Justice System However, there seened to
be an attitudinal problemregarding | aw enforcement. How could children be
assured of a fair trial if there was a high rate of corruption and bribery
anong the police? 1In connection with the problem of access to education in
rural areas referred to in the report, she noted that the di stance-I|earning
programe provi ded by satellite was for secondary schools. Was there any pl an
to broaden and enhance the project?
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42. Ms. KARP asked to what extent education was available to children in
renote areas and whet her the Convention was ever cited for interpretative
purposes in court cases, despite the fact that it could not be invoked as a

| egal basis. The sonmewhat vague wording of Thailand' s reservations to the
Convention provided the authorities with very consi derable freedom of
interpretation, as denonstrated by the situation concerning refugees who had
entered the country illegally. She welconed the fact that the reservation to
article 29 had been wi thdrawn and appeal ed to the Government to withdraw the
r emai nder.

43. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the national security inplications of the presence
of foreign nationals on Thai soil, she was concerned about the ramfications
of classifying displaced persons and asyl um seekers as illegal immgrants, and
about the fate of persons repatriated to Myanmar. Meanwhile, the presence in
Thail and of a mnority group of illegal inmgrants with limted access to
services mght ultimately generate a security problemof a different kind

She urged the Thai Government to accede to the international instrunments
relating to refugees. Did the National Child and Youth Devel opnent Pl an nake
explicit reference to the rights enbodied in the Convention on the Rights of
the Child? Excessive centralization m ght account for the fact that the
Convention had not been widely publicized at the local |evel, and a greater
degree of involvenment by grass-roots NGOs mi ght conmpensate to sonme extent for
budget cutbacks. The reduction in the training budget was particularly
regrettable since the public (and particularly professional persons, nenbers
of the police force and public officials) needed to | earn how to use the
Convention as a tool to inplenent rights, solve problens and change attitudes.
Had any consideration been given to involving children in training for adults?

44, VWere the eradication of corruption was concerned, |egislation had to be
backed up by enforcenent neasures, such as bringing offenders to trial and
publicizing their sentences. It was unfortunate that financial constraints

had prevented the full inplenentation of the National Child and Youth

Devel opnent Pl an, since naltreatnent, abuse and corporal punishnent were

wi despread and were even considered by sone to be acceptable, which suggested
that, on the contrary, increased budget allocations were needed to ensure the
full exercise of the protection afforded to children under the Tha
Constitution. She wel coned the information that an onbudsman for children was
to be appointed, which would represent a major step forward in rendering
children's rights effective.

45, The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her the Thai Government's reservations to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child were intended to conpensate for the fact
that no reservations had been nmade to simlar provisions in the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. She asked the younger
menbers of the del egati on whether they felt any responsibility to informtheir
comunity and the country as a whole of the rights enbodied in the Convention
To what extent were children at their school aware of the existence of the
Conventi on?

46. Ms. LOHAKITJA (Thailand) said that some information on children's rights
was contained in the curriculumfor social and health studies, and such rights
al so had a bearing on matters relating to enploynment and to the m ni mrum age
for joining the arny or for acquiring an identity card. The Mnistry for
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Education intended to incorporate the subject of children's rights into the
general curriculum but on the whol e awareness anmong children was not yet
ext ensi ve.

47. M. PUKJAI (Thailand) said that children often denpbnstrated an intuitive
awar eness of their rights, for instance by submtting a conmplaint to the
M ni stry of Education when unacceptable food was served at school

48. Ms. LOHAKITJA (Thail and) described the Associated Schools Project, which
was a network to train youth | eaders who nade field visits to different areas
and institutions in order to gain an insight into the needs of children

Cases of sexual abuse were reported in the newspapers; it was nost regrettable
that Thail and shoul d be consi dered by other countries to be a centre of
prostitution, including child prostitution. Students were certainly concerned
by the situation.

49. M. PUKJAI (Thailand) expressed his anger towards adults who abused
children, particularly as such behaviour m ght be perpetuated in future
generations. A teacher who had been reported by a child for adm nistering
corporal punishment had been disnissed and expelled fromthe profession. On
the subject of holiday enploynent, he said that schools offered training
courses during the holidays, particularly to street children, bringing in
instructors in different specialist areas. Children could also obtain credit
to set up their own cooperative enterprises. Once the |oan had been repaid,
the profits were distributed anong the partners in the enterprise.

50. Responding to M. Rabah's question regarding discrimnation against
refugees, he said that, in his honme province, which bordered on Canbodi a,

di spl aced persons were provided with housing by the Thai Governnent and
recei ved food donations frominternational organizations. They traded with
the |l ocal popul ation, which was synpathetic to their plight.

51. Ms. LOHAKI TJA (Thailand) said that a counterpart to children's rights
lay in their duty to do their best at school, to be good citizens and to obey
the | aw.

52. M. PUKJAI (Thailand), on the subject of obligations, considered it
vital for children to be well-behaved and heed their guardi ans and teachers.
Enj oynment of rights did not confer licence to nmake undue clains on society;
i ndeed, children had a responsibility to their country and society.

53. Responding to Ms. Karp's question concerning equality of opportunity,
he said he counted hinself fortunate to be attendi ng the special school set up
under the King's patronage, which catered for disadvantaged chil dren of al

ki nds: poor children, street children, those from poor fanmlies, and victins
of natural disasters. Applicants were admtted only after authentication of
their di sadvant aged background, whereupon they were supplied free of charge
with all books, facilities and educational materials.

54. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thail and) thanked the Comrittee for its recognition of
Thai l and' s receptiveness to NGO cooperation, which was now generally wel cone,
following initial governmental suspicion. Both categories of organization had
their weaknesses. For exanple, virtually all government activity was hanpered
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by inordinate red tape and the myriad conmttees which needed to be
establ i shed before action could be taken, conbined with constant transfers of
civil servants from one departnent to another, and the instability and | ack of
continuity caused by frequent changes of political |eaders. The latter, in
turn, usually nade their own appointments to crucial posts. The NGOs, on the
ot her hand, enjoyed greater flexibility and the capacity to act nore

expedi tiously, although they were subject to constraints of their own, such as
the rapid turnover of personnel, many of whom were volunteers, coupled with
their dependence on resources and often policy instructions fromtheir
headquarters abroad. However, they conpl enented each other and, all in all
their cooperation was positive, with NGOs represented on all nationa

commi ssions, as decreed by the Constitution

55. In response to Ms. Mkhuane's question on the relationship between the
Nat i onal Youth Bureau (NYB) and the Sub-Conmittee on Child Rights, she
expl ai ned that they were a single body. The NYB was an unbrella organi zation
conprising a nunber of subconmttees, the one on child rights, chaired by an
NGO representative, being one of many. She had herself years ago founded the
Nat i onal Council for Child and Youth Devel opnent, another very active unbrella
organi zation for NGOs. Those organi zati ons had assisted with the preparation
of the report and the replies to the list of issues, and al so conducted

noni toring and evaluation activities. There was no real division of |abour
they played a part in national policy-making and with inplenentation at the

| ocal level. Although Thailand was a small country, it was |arge enough to
accompdate a variety of players, and there was successful networking and

| ocal sharing of tasks. She herself, as well as other nenmbers of the

del egati on, wore both governnental and non-governnental hats.

56. Turning to decentralization, she said that in Thailand, a highly
centralized country, there was a strong new novenment for decentralization
which had nmet with fierce opposition fromthe nore traditional quarters, not

| east the Mnistry of the Interior, which exercised provincial control. The
Gover nment was not hompbgeneous: government departments often bickered nore
anong thensel ves than they did with their non-governnmental counterparts.
Accordingly, while the desire in sone quarters was for rapid decentralization
the nood in others was for a nore gradual approach, on the grounds of |oca
unpreparedness. Her own view was that the sooner the unbilical cord was
severed, the sooner |ocal conmmunities would stand on their own feet. The
potentially independent village, district and provincial comrittees, with a
mandate to attend to children and wonen in the famly, would be financed with
central governnment funds, as well as their own resources, garnered partly from
taxes. The National Youth Bureau had no provincial offices, preferring to
econoni ze on its resources and work through those organi zati ons at the
provinci al |evel.

57. Ms. KASHEMSANTA (Thailand), replying to questions on decentralization
said that the Youth Pronption and Coordi nati on Subcommi ttee had been
unsuccessful for a variety of reasons, and two new avenues were being
explored. Firstly, there were the nore than 6,000 | ocal Tanbon

adm ni strations, whose mandate for the devel opnent of children, youth, the
famly and the elderly had been established by the Act governi ng Tambon

adm nistrative duties. Secondly, discussions were being held to determ ne
new ways of pronoting child devel opment and coordination at the provincia
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I evel. A semnar of Tanmbon councils had recently been held, at which one
representative fromeach province had been briefed on youth devel opnent. A
survey woul d be conducted of the organizations involved and the nost active
one woul d be selected to inplenent a pilot project, that would then serve as a
nodel for the decentralization of child and youth devel oprent.

58. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thailand) said that the Constitution had decreed five
years as the deadline for conpletion of the decentralization process. It was
of the utnost inportance for |ocal inhabitants to beconme involved. 1In the
past, the provinces had received “orders” fromthe central Governnent; the
task ahead was to strengthen them for independent action in child and youth
devel opnent, as well as other fields.

59. Respondi ng to various questions concerning the budget crisis, she
expl ai ned that resources allocated to social devel opment projects had hardly
been affected by the budget cuts. As it was, of the 1999 budget currently
bei ng debated in the Senate, 25 per cent - probably the highest proportion
ever - had been earmarked for education, shored up by a special fund
established for poor students, students at risk, and potential drop-outs.
Evi dently, since project inplenentation was quite | abour-intensive, a fair
proportion woul d necessarily be spent on salaries. She confessed, however,
that the National Youth Bureau had difficulty di saggregati ng budget

al l ocations for children, inasnuch as nany mnistries and their various
departnents inplemented child-rel ated programes, coupled with the fact that
children also benefited from broader fanily-oriented programes.

60. Wth regard to the economc crisis, canpaigns for social devel opnent and
on behalf of children and youth had been in progress well before the crisis
began. Prostitution, child | abour and abuse and street children had been on
the agenda for 10 years, and the budget increase had been approved and
received well prior to the crisis. Asian Devel opnent Bank, Internationa

Monet ary Fund and World Bank grants had been deposited in the Central Bank

whi ch had been mandated to adninister those funds for catering to the poor

| ocal conmunities, children and youth, and wonen.

61. Local communities were currently being trained to wite projects so that
they could gain access to those grants. In addition to NGO cooperation and
speci al i zed assistance from UNI CEF, |ILOIPEC (International Programe for the
Eli mi nati on of Child Labour) and UNESCO, bilateral aid agreenents for socia
devel opnent projects for children had been concluded with a nunmber of
Governnents, including Australia, Canada (through the Canadian |Industria

Devel opnent Agency), Denmark, Japan, and the United States.

62. Replying to Ms. Mooi, she adnmtted that nore dial ogue on child
protection was called for. One problemwas that the issues raised in the
Committee's questionnaire invariably followed a predeterm ned order, with the
result that nore tine was devoted to the earlier questions to the detrinent of
others. She wi shed to propose that the Committee adapt the order of headi ngs
and questions to each country's child rights situation. In conclusion, she
enphasi zed the inportance of the Cormittee's recomrendati ons, which woul d
undoubt edly influence the Government's assignment of priorities.
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63. M . MIUNTABHORN (Thail and), apol ogizing for the inordinate delay in the
presentation of his country's initial report, said that the task had been a

| earni ng experience for the country. The nethodol ogy had been a conpl ex and
protracted one involving several phases. Following the first stage of
translation of the guidelines into Thai, sone 30 papers covering different
sections of the guidelines had been subnitted by governmental and

non- governnental representatives as joint or separate contributions. |n order
to avoid disparities, the papers had all been reviewed at a public neeting, to
whi ch children had been invited to express their views. The contents had then
been condensed into the national report drafted in Thai, and subsequently
translated into English; the original translator had withdrawn and had had to
be replaced. 1In short, speed had been sacrificed to transparency and broad
participation. One solution would be to draft the second report in English,
even with the attendant |oss of participation, diversity and transparency.

64. Ms. CHUTI KUL (Thail and) asked whether, in view of Thailand s two-year
delay in presenting its initial report, the deadline for presentation of its
second periodic report could be deferred conmensurately.

65. The CHAI RPERSON said that countries were required to be punctual in the
submi ssion of their reports. However, the Cormittee would notify Thailand of
its decision regarding a reasonabl e deadli ne.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




