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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6)

Initial report of Cuba (CRC/C/8/Add.30 (English and Spanish only);
CRC/ C/ Q@ CUB. 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, Ms. Flérez Prida, M. Amat Forés,
Ms. de Puzo, Ms. Alifio, Ms. Beretervide and Ms. Herndndez Quesada (Cuba) took
places at the Committee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON wel conmed the del egati on of Cuba and invited it to
introduce the initial report of the Cuban Governnent (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30).

3. Ms. FLOREZ PRI DA (Cuba) said that the Cuban National Hero, José Marti,
had witten that it was necessary to work for children since it was they who
sought knowl edge and offered hope to the world. Those were the ideas
under | yi ng Cuba's permanent commitnent to children, who were the nobst precious
treasure humanki nd possessed.

4, Cuba viewed as an event of particular inportance the subm ssion of its
initial report to the Commttee. The preparation of the report had required a
maj or effort to achi eve the necessary coordi nation involving many different
agencies and institutions. On the basis of their particular perspectives and
experience, all concerned had made a val uabl e contribution towards achieving
the ai m of producing a serious, objective and realistic report show ng, not
only the many unquesti onabl e successes achi eved, but al so the major
shortcom ngs and the difficulties encountered. The report had been drawn up
in accordance with the guidelines in docunment CRC/C/ 58 and the requirenments
for the submi ssion of initial reports by States parties set out in

docunent HRI/ 1991/ 1.

5. However detailed and conplete a report mght be, it could not always
provide a real description of children's rights in a particular country, since
life itself and the particul ar experiences of each country could not be
summari zed in the space of a few pages or in statistical tables. Through the
presence in its delegation of experts fromdifferent disciplines, including
government and NGO representatives, Cuba hoped to provide the Cormittee with a
nmor e conprehensive picture of its own experience. It also hoped that it would
recei ve val uabl e gui dance fromthe Committee

6. Since the World Summit for Children in 1990, and with the entry into
force of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, international interest in
the subject of children had increased. The pledges made at the Sunmit had
been encouragi ng and the ains stated anbitious. However, children could not
survive or develop nerely on the basis of pledges. Hope nust be transl ated
into reality, for which purpose real political will was essential. Cuba
attached particular inmportance to achieving the Sutmmit's objectives and to

the inmpl ementation of the Convention. Those objectives coincided with the
priorities which the country had set itself in its social policy for nore than
three decades. Many of the targets set at the Sunmit had in fact already been
met. Despite very difficult conditions, the Cuban CGovernnent had made great
efforts to guarantee free education and health care with universal access for
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t he whol e popul ation, especially for children. That was reflected in the
infant nortality statistics (7.9 per 1,000 live births) and in the elimnation
of diphtheria, polionyelitis, tetanus in newborn and young children and

meni ngococcal meningitis, anong other curable diseases. Furthernore, al

chil dren had been given the right to basic education

7. An enornous task had been undertaken in the face of great difficulties
and chall enges arising fromthe situation prevailing in what was a devel opi ng
country subject to a siege and an econom ¢ bl ockade i nposed by its powerfu
nei ghbour .

8. In economic ternms, Cuba at present faced the npost conplicated set

of circunmstances it had known in 35 years. The political and econom c
transformati ons which had occurred in the countries with which it traded on a
regul ar basis had produced different kinds of repercussions in ternms of the
availability of resources for manufacturing, consunption and the generation
of foreign currency reserves. Overnight, Cuba had seen its inports reduced
by 75 per cent and the alnpbst total |loss of its nmajor export markets. The
situation had been aggravated by the inpact of the econom c, comercia

and financial blockade unilaterally inposed by the United States for

over 35 years. Since 1990 that bl ockade had been intensified as a result of
the Torricelli and Hel ns-Burton Acts, which had penalized extraterritoria
commercial activities and maritinme traffic with Cuba. The policy undertaken
was one of genocide which ained to overcone a whole nation by means of hunger
and disease, with traumatic effects on the nobst vul nerable sections of the
popul ati on including children.

9. The bl ockade neant that there was |ess food and fewer nedicines on sale
to the public. There had been a sharp decline in the availability of schoo
materials, a reduction of macronutrients in people's diets and a serious
deterioration in the supply and quality of drinking water. 1In 1996 al one Cuba
had been forced to spend $30 nillion nore than previously on children's

medi cal care, as it had been obliged to purchase necessary products in distant
markets. Furthernore, Cuban citizens had no right of access to any nedicine
patented in the previous 15 years by laboratories in the United States. It
was al so forbidden to inport any kind of medical equipnment or instrunments of
whi ch 20 per cent or nore of the conponents had been manufactured in the
United States. The unilateral blockade inposed by that country was thus the
mai n obstacle to achi evenent of higher objectives and to the ful

i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

10. Rarely had a nation been subjected to such an ordeal. Only the fairness
of its social programres, the capacity for resistance of its people and
policies based on broad popul ar consensus had enabl ed Cuba to dispel the
fateful omens and to survive thus far. However, despite a 34.8 per cent
decrease in GDP in 1993, a positive and encouragi ng bal ance had been realized
in 1996, reflected in a GCDP growh of 7.8 per cent. That had hel ped to
strengthen the gradual recovery initiated in 1994. |f Cuba continued to
resist and its recovery continued, it was not difficult to imagine the
opportunities that would present thenselves and the sufferings its people
woul d be spared in the absence of the obstacles currently inposed by the

bl ockade.
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11. It was necessary to update sone of the nbst inportant child-care

i ndicators contained in the report, which had been submtted in 1995. Al
Cuban citizens now had access to free health-care services. At the end

of 1997, there would be 1 doctor for every 178 inhabitants and 1 dentist for
every 1,150 inhabitants. The infant nortality rate was 7.9 per 1,000 |ive
births, which placed Cuba, a poor country subject to an econom c bl ockade,
anong the countries with the lowest rates. An assistance network reached the
nost renote parts of the country and enabl ed 99.9 per cent of pregnant wonen
to give birth in maternity hones and, on average, to receive about 12 prenata
checkups during their period of pregnancy. Cuban children had been vacci nated
agai nst 11 preventabl e di seases. Access to education at all |evels was free.
There was no illiteracy, the school attendance ratio up to the age of 12 was
very high and there was 1 teacher for every 42 inhabitants. The nationa
education systemhad 2.2 mllion pupils at all levels of instruction and there
were over 10,000 preschool, primary and intermedi ate | evel education centres,
as well as 45 higher education institutes. Education's share of the State's
total expenditure budget was 13.5 per cent, a very high figure for a smal
country with a popul ation of just over 11 million inhabitants.

12. According to I LO data, 200 nmillion children under the age of 13

t hroughout the world were obliged to work to stay alive. That was not the
case, however, of any Cuban children. A simlar nunmber throughout the world
slept in the streets. Mre than a million children were forced into child
prostitution and tens of thousands were victinms of the cruel trade in

bodily organs. Each day throughout the world 25,000 children died of neasles,
mal ari a, di phtheria, pneunpnia and mal nutrition. None of the children in
those categories was Cuban. During the last 10 years sonme 2 million children
had died in armed conflicts and three tines as many had been seriously injured
or nutilated. Once again none of themwas Cuban. It was against such forns
of evil and injustice that the Cuban Government was conmitted to fighting.

13. Ms. SARDENBERG commended t he Cuban CGovernnent for the interest it had
shown in engaging in dialogue on children's rights, an interest that was
shared by the Conmittee. The updated statistics provided by the Cuban

del egation were inportant, as were the responses given to the questions raised
by the Committee. Cuba had shown great determination in pursuing public
policies to protect children, as was enphasized in paragraph 4 of its report.
The production of the |atter was the result of a process of consultation

which was a positive factor. However, it would be useful to have nore
details, not only in order to understand the results achieved but also to
know how the report had been drafted.

14. Referring to the requirenment in article 42 of the Convention that its
principles and provisions be widely publicized, she asked whet her the Cuban
Government intended to distribute the report and subsequently to organi ze sone
ki nd of event that would enable the public to becone aware of the Committee's
reaction to it. In the light of the guidelines furnished by the Commttee,
she was di sappointed that the general neasures of inplenentation had not been
nore clearly highlighted in Cuba's report. A general idea had been given but
it was inportant to clarify which adm nistrative structures and authorities
wi t hi n governnment were responsible for such measures.
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15. Ms. KARP said that the dedication shown and the successes achi eved by
the Cuban Governnent were inpressive. However, if the structures used to

i npl enment the Convention were to be fully understood, certain questions
remai ned to be answered. Mre details were needed on the national or |oca
mechani sms used to ensure that the Convention was inplenmented and to

coordi nate and nonitor action taken. The progress nade was assessed on an
annual basis, but how were the relevant statistics and information gathered?

16. In the witten responses provided by Cuba, it was stated that a number
of | aws had been harnoni zed for the purposes of inplenentation of the
Convention, but it would be useful to have sone concrete exanples of how the
new | egi sl ation operated in practice. It had been stated that Cuba's | abour

| aw had been amended in 1977 to neet the requirements of the ILO N ght Work of
Young Persons (Industry) Convention. Mre details on that subject would be
wel come. The question of the age of nmarriage had al so been di scussed in the
report, but what was the effect of the new |l egislation on such issues as
non-di scrim nati on based on gender? Had the Convention on the Rights of the
Child been brought to the attention of the courts? Had decisions interpreting
t he Convention been taken? Finally, in relation to the publicizing of the
Convention anong adults, as distinct fromrelevant instruction in schools,

it had not been nmade cl ear how public awareness of the Convention had been
devel oped, particularly with reference to the specific new ideol ogies
regarding the participation of children

17. M. FULCI noted that the economic crisis that had prevailed in Cuba
since 1989, referred to as the “special peacetine period’, had led to severe
shortages and rationing and to a decline in expenditure on education and
health. Yet Cuba had pledged, in paragraph 5 of its report (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30),
to continue inplenenting the Convention despite those adverse circunstances.
How had it set about fulfilling that pledge and how severely had the crisis

af fected previous programes for child survival and devel opnent and materna
health? As the data in the report covered the period up to 1994, he requested
some child welfare indicators such as the infant nortality ratio, vaccination
coverage and school enrolnment for the nobst recent period.

18. M. KOOSOV asked whet her there were structures for nonitoring cases of
violation of children's rights and what renedi es were avail abl e.

19. Were children in Cuba genuinely aware of the existence of the Convention
and of children's rights and, if so, what action were they taking to assert
t hose rights?

20. M . RABAH expressed surprise that, according to the del egation,

there were no honel ess children, street children or children involved in
prostitution in Cuba. He wished to know what steps were taken by the juvenile
justice systemto rehabilitate children who had been in conflict with the |aw
and what was the role of non-governnental organizations in the various areas
covered by the report?

21. Referring to paragraph 61 of the report, he asked who were the children
taken fromtheir parents and placed in official children's institutions. He
woul d also Iike to know what nachinery existed to ensure conpliance with the
| egi sl ation prohibiting child |abour?
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22. Ms. MOKHUANE i nquired about the ternms of reference and powers of any
structures involved in the nonitoring of violations of children's rights.

23. She was concerned that Cuba's child and other nortality rates seened to
be increasing despite the many policies in place to cushion the inpact of the
economi c crisis and she would wel cone further information concerning welfare
facilities for pregnant wonmen and their children

24, Ms. FLOREZ PRIDA (Cuba) noted that her country's witten reply to the
Committee's list of issues (CRC/C QCUB.1), which had been circulated to the
menbers of the Conmittee, contained updated information concerning, in
particular, the child nortality ratio, which had declined from9.9 per 1,000
at the tinme of conpilation of the report to 7.4 per 1,000 at the end of 1996.

25. The report had been prepared on the basis of an interdisciplinary
approach involving, inter alia, the Mnistries of Labour, Public Health and
Educati on, social welfare bodies and non-governnental organizations such as
t he Federation of Cuban Wnen.

26. Foll owing the World Summit for Children, Cuba had introduced a Nationa
Action Programre for Children with subsidiary progranmes in the 14 provinces
and the special nmunicipality. She would furnish nenbers of the Committee with
copies of Cuba's Fifth Report on Followup and Evaluation of the Wrld Summ t.
Wth the help of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), her country had
published a booklet entitled Children and their Rights, which contained the
text of the Convention, a review of the background to its adoption and an

expl anation of its provisions. The booklet had been distributed wi dely and
formed part of the school civics course. The mass nedia, in cooperation with
UNI CEF and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA), had al so publicized the
Convention and its content.

27. The foll owi ng donestic |egislation was of inmediate rel evance to the
Convention: Law No. 1289 of 1975 (the Family Code); the Constitution of 1976;
Law No. 16 of 1978 (the Children's Code); Decree-Law No. 64 of 1982 concerning
juvenile welfare; Law No. 87 on civil status; Decree-Law No. 95 concerning the
prevention and social welfare conm ssions; Law No. 62 of 1989 (the Pena

Code); Law No. 90 of 1970 concerning the people's courts; Decree-Law No. 132
of 1992 concerning | ocal labour law entities; the 1992 Law on Constitutiona
Ref orm and the 1994 anendnents to the Penal Code and the Code of Crim nal

Pr ocedure.

28. Ms. ALINO (Cuba) said that the econom c bl ockade had certainly affected
Cuba's health programres. The figures for 1996 were the best ever recorded,
but the Cuban people had had to make trenendous sacrifices to mobilize the
resources needed to purchase, for exanple, drugs, vaccines and nedica

equi pnent. Wth the assistance of UNI CEF and ot her internationa

organi zations, record |low figures had been achieved for the child nortality
ratio (7.4), the index of low birth-weight (7.3) and the maternal nortality
ratio (2.35 per 10,000 births). The Mnistry of Health kept a close watch on
t he vol ume of resources available for the Mdther and Child Progranme,
regularly monitoring the reserves avail able for each project.
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29. Ms. de PUZO (Cuba) said that the concerns addressed by the Convention
had been studied and | egislated for in Cuba |ong before the drafting of that

i nstrument. As Cuban national policy had already been formulated with a view
to guaranteeing children's rights and as the corresponding institutiona
structures existed, it had proved unnecessary to set up a specific body for
the purpose of inplenenting the Convention

30. Cuba had ratified a nunmber of ILO conventions directed against child
| abour, the nost recent and conprehensive of which was Convention No. 138
concerning the M ninum Age for Admi ssion to Enploynent. She assured the
Conmittee that child | abour did not exist in any formin Cuba.

31. The amended Fanmily Code was currently before the National Assenbly for
adoption. One of the questions being discussed in that connection was
equality for girls and boys in terns of the age of narriage.

32. The courts thenselves did not apply international human rights treaties
directly, but the provisions of every such instrunent ratified by Cuba were
reflected in the country's donestic |egislation and thus automatically taken
into account by the courts.

33. There was basically no problemof child abuse in Cuban famlies and
hence no demand for nedical attention for children who had suffered physica
assault or nental ill-treatnment. When the famly unit fell apart, the Famly

Code required both parents to continue exercising paternal authority.

Al t hough one parent was granted custody, usually but not always the nother
because of her closer enotional relationship with the children, steps were
taken to ensure that both parents were involved in the children's upbringing.

34. Ms. FLOREZ PRI DA (Cuba) said that 13.6 per cent of Cuba's budget

was devoted to education (with primary educati on accounting for

about 23.2 per cent of the education budget), 11.7 per cent to health

and 17.2 per cent to social security. Health and education indicators were
avail able for the different provinces and their distinctive characteristics
and needs could therefore be taken into account.

35. In 1993, during the “special peacetinme period’”, Cuba's gross nationa
product had recorded a decline of 35 per cent conpared with the 1990 | evel.
The educati on budget, however, had declined by no nore than 22 per cent,

even at its |lowest point in 1995, and had recovered in 1996 and 1997

by 3.5 per cent and 8.9 per cent respectively. No school or hospital had been
closed. The statistics of the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO) bore out that
achi evenent. Cuba had al ready achieved or in some cases exceeded the targets
set under the dobal Strategy for Health for Al for the Year 2000.

36. Ms. BERETERVI DE (Cuba) drew attention to paragraph 64 of the report

whi ch described the action taken by the State on behalf of children left
without fam |y protection, particularly through Decree-Law No. 76 of 1984
whi ch had set up a network of social welfare centres and children's hostels
for orphaned or abandoned children. Paragraphs 65 to 67 went on to describe
the systenms of adoption and fosterage.
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37. Speci al education facilities at the primary and secondary |levels were
provi ded for children with physical or nmental disabilities and for socially
di sadvant aged minors belonging to high-risk groups. A good exanple of the
participatory activities of children and young people, and of the ways in

whi ch their opinions were taken into account, was the José Marti Pioneers
Organi zation, which held congresses every five years that were attended by
children fromfirst to ninth grades; young people had even secured

nodi fication of their school curriculumthrough the participation of Pioneer
groups in the collective managenent of schools. Further information on that
subj ect was given in the delegation's witten reply to question 17 of the
Committee's list of issues. Close ties existed in Cuba between young people's
organi zati ons and non-governnental organi zations, and the latter worked
closely with State organi zations to ensure that the needs and opinions of the
young people's parents were al so understood and refl ected properly.

38. A distinction had to be nade between abandoned children and chil dren who
had been forced into prostitution as the only way of surviving. At no point
had the del egation stated that there was no child prostitution in Cuba: the
devel opnent of the tourismsector had certainly contributed to that

phenonenon, but it was not a large-scale activity involving children with no
ot her means of support. Adults brought before the courts for involvenment in
child prostitution had received harsh sentences: the Penal Code provided for
from8 to 20 years' inprisonment, and in particularly serious cases, capita
puni shment. A great deal was done to try to prevent the spread of child
prostitution, with the involvenent of conmittees, State bodies and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons at grass-roots level in the communities.

Fam lies in which cases of child prostitution had occurred and those in which
there was a danger of cases occurring were nonitored closely. Even before the
revolution it had been recogni zed that there was not enough provision in Cuban
| egislation for children and young people, and their protection had been
extended by the Youth Code and the Family Code.

39. A great deal had been achieved in the past 37 years for children and
young people but nmuch still remained to be done. Health care and educati on
were provided free of charge, which was exceptional among the countries of the
Cari bbean region, but it was inportant to nonitor the situation closely and
ensure that children and young people continued to be protected by the | aw.

40. The CHAI RPERSON, observing that Cuba's witten replies to the
Committee's list of issues (CRC/C/ Q CUB.1) had been received | ate and that
Committee nenbers had therefore not been able to give themthe consideration
they woul d have wi shed, acknow edged that Cuba had done a great deal to neet
its obligations under the Convention. The report had stated that the
institutional arrangenents and systens were working well, and that there was
no need for further nmechani sns. However, even in the best systens there were
children who were not properly catered for and al though there was a high | eve
of participation anong children in Cuba she asked what nechani snms existed for
themto make their own conplaints, and whether there were any guarantees that
t hose conpl aints woul d be heeded. Her concern in that respect was
particularly for those children who were outside the child welfare and care
system and needed to | odge conpl aints.
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41. Ms. KARP said that her question regarding | egislation had perhaps been
m sunder stood: she had been alluding to the Convention as a reference
docunent. It was all very well to state that the Convention, having been
ratified, fornmed part of donestic legislation but if the suggestion was that
the rights of the child were thereby adequately served without the need to
publicize the Convention itself it was to nmiss the point that the Convention
adopted a holistic view of the rights of the child, regarding themnot only as
the rights to education and health care but as the right to the possession of
human rights. The holistic approach was a characteristic feature of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and in that respect it differed from
ot her human rights conventions. She asked precisely what was the status of

t he Convention itself in Cuba.

42. Ms. SARDENBERG said that the Committee did not expect all countries

to have a specific type of nechanismfor guaranteeing children's rights.
However, her concern with regard to Cuba was that the benefit of what appeared
to be an integrated approach involving various government mnistries mght be
lost if the work was broken down and subdivi ded anong them She wanted to
know how the ministries coordinated their action in order to ensure that it
reflected the thrust of the Convention, which dealt with the child as a whol e.
She had been inpressed by the work done under Cuba's National Action Programe
for Children to inplenent the agreenents reached at the Wirld Summt for
Children and she wanted to know how it reflected the rel evant |egislation

43. Much had been done in Cuba in the areas of follow up and eval uation, and
she wondered if it would be possible to incorporate in the National Action
Programe the other matters dealt with in the Convention, thereby recognizing
that instrument's holistic approach to the rights of the child. Reference had
been nade to the adoption of a Children's Code, following the ratification of
the Convention. She wi shed to know on what date the Code had cone into force
and what was its relationship with the Convention. She also asked what
mechani sm exi sted in Cuba for gathering statistical data, howreliable it was
and what relationship there was between the results reflected in the data

coll ected and any adjustnents nade to social and political policies in order
to meet the needs of children. The inclusion of the Convention in schoo
curricula was a positive devel opnent and she wondered how long it had been
taught, how the teachers thensel ves were taught to teach it, and what training
was provided for national groups working with children. Wth regard to

i nternational cooperation, it had been stated in Cuba's witten reply to
guestion 9 of the Comrmittee's |ist of issues that grants and soft | oans
received by Cuba in 1996 had anpunted to an estimated US$ 100 million, nobst of
whi ch had been used to support the social sectors and hunanitarian assi stance
to vul nerabl e groups. She would |like to have sonme particulars of the

vul nerabl e groups, and to |l earn what social sectors were involved and what in
future would be the priority areas for allocation of international funds made
avai |l abl e to Cuba.

44, M. KOOSOV said that it was unrealistic to suggest that there were no
cases in Cuba of complaints by children of physical punishment or abuse in the
fam |y or el sewhere. Either the nonitoring systemwas faulty or the children
did not know their rights. In the case, for exanple, of a child abandoned by
his or her al cohol -dependent parents, it was virtually certain that those
parents had used physical nmethods of disciplining the child. Before children
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becanme juvenile offenders in conflict with the |aw they nust have suffered
certain kinds of abuse of their rights, and that was why he had asked about
remedi es and prevention nechanisns. His question as to whether it was
possible for a child to | odge a conpl aint had been answered in general ternms,
but he would like to be given the detail of one or two specific cases as an
illustration.

45. The José Marti Pioneers' Organization was an inportant structure which
contributed much to the education and |l eisure activities of children in Cuba.
It was clear, noreover, that Cuban children participated in dissem nating
know edge about the Convention and about their own rights. In sone countries,
conpetitions and ganmes were organized for children and by children, often
through the mass nedia, in relation to the rights of the child and the
Convention; children also took part in youth courts, children's parlianents
and children's municipal councils. He asked the delegation for specific

i nformati on on what participatory activities Cuban children and young people
engaged in regarding their rights and the Convention

46. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked how Cuba ensured national coordination in the

i npl enentation of the National Action Programre for Children and the
Convention so that the situation could be adequately nonitored. It had been
stated that in Cuba mnors did not work, but what provisions existed for
dealing with any case in which child | abour was detected? 1In view of the
country's econom c situation children mght find thenselves having to work in
the informal sector. It had been admitted that child prostitution existed and
when cases were detected any adult involved was severely punished, but what
happened to the child victim whose dignity, self-respect and state of m nd
had been damaged? Was education mandatory for all children, if so from what
age and what neasures were taken in the event of non-attendance? What
measures were being taken to reduce the nunber of abandoned chil dren? When
young peopl e engaged in productive work, did they do so in their area of
study, did they choose the work freely or was it inposed upon then? WAs
agriculture an area in which all children had to work, or was it only for
those being trained or educated in the agricultural sector? Ws there
productive work for young people in other areas and was mlitary service
compul sory?

47. M. RABAH asked, in relation to the statenent that adults involved in
child prostitution in Cuba were non-Cubans, what neasures were taken to dea
with them Were they expelled fromthe country?

48. M. FULCI said it was laid down in article 51 of Cuba's Constitution
that everybody had a right to education, and even the Cuban Governnent's
fiercest opponents admitted that education in the country was free and that
enrol nent rates were very high. It had been stated that education in Cuba was
mandatory up to the sixth grade, but what did the sixth grade represent in the
Cuban systenf? Wat was the age of children in the sixth grade? He also
requested justification of the statenent that the problenms of street children
and child labour did not exist. A report by the United States Department of
State on human rights practices in Cuba, published in 1997, stated that al
students over the age of 11 were expected to devote 30 to 45 days of their
sumrer vacation to farmwork, |abouring up to 8 hours a day. The Cuban

M nistry of Agriculture also used voluntary | abour by student work brigades.
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The report (para. 104) confirnmed that practice when it stated that work was
concei ved as part of the curriculumin school and university. As a student
before the Second World War he hinmself had been required to do farm work, and
he recalled that it had not been popular. He asked how I ong the sunmmrer
vacation was for school and university students, and how |l ong they had to work
in agriculture. He also asked how the practice related to article 32 of the
Convention which confirmed the right of the child to be protected from
econom c exploitation, and to article 31 which confirmed the right of the
child to rest and | eisure.

49. As for the sexual exploitation of children, upon which the Government's
report had been silent, it had been stated in Cuba's report of 1996 to the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen that the problem
very nmuch affected girls aged 14 and 15, who engaged in prostitution to
support their fam lies, although nost did so sinply because they desired extra
i ncome, consuner goods or access to places Cubans were not nornmally able to
visit. The phenonenon was apparently evident in tourist areas, and he
requested any specific informati on the del egati on m ght have on the size of
the problem how long ago it had begun to appear and whether it was increasing
or decreasing. He also asked what was done to warn the girls and their

fam |ies of what m ght happen to themif they engaged in such activities.

50. Ms. FLOREZ PRIDA (Cuba) said that it would be useful if M. Fulci could
indicate to her del egation the source of his information, which would enable
the Governnent to provide an adequate reply. The nmenbers of the Committee had
per haps m sunderstood sone of Cuba's replies and an effort would be made to
provide clarifications. |In the view of Cuba, the World Sunmt for Children
its Plan of Action for Inplenenting the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protecti on and Devel opnent of Children in the 1990s, and the Convention were
i nextricably |inked, since they all concerned the well-being of children

Only a week before, Cuba had participated in talks with Canada concerning the
manner in which the Convention was inplenented in those two countries, a
fruitful exchange which the Governnent intended to repeat vis-a-vis other
countries.

51. M. AMAT FORES (Cuba) said that he would reply to the | egal questions
that had been raised. It should firstly be noted that a set of |aws concerned
with the protection of children were in effect; sonme of which predated Cuba's
ratification of the Convention. |In Cuba, as in many other countries,

i nternational |egal instrunents were not necessarily witten into donestic

l aw, but instead represented a set of general principles. In Cuba, it fell to
the National Assenbly of People's Power to see to the inplenmentation of the
Convention. Under the auspices of that body, various comm ssions worked on
the devel opment of legislation in all areas, including that of children

Those comm ssions began by anal ysing the international |egal instrunments

to which Cuba was a party, with a viewto incorporating their terms in

| egislation. The mnistries, and in particular the Mnistry of Justice, were
al so enmpowered to develop and initiate legislation. Furthernore, a mechani sm
exi sted whereby the various mnistries tested the inplenentation and
effectiveness of legislation in their areas of concern. By way of exanple,
the Mnistry of Justice collected information fromthe courts in order to
identify any |legal or procedural flaws or shortcom ngs. Even nore

i mportantly, the Cuban system of denpcratic participation provided for




CRC/ C/ SR 374
page 12

comunity assenblies in which housewi ves, workers and students could air their
views, bringing to light problenms with existing legislation. It was essentia
to understand the active relationship that existed between Cuban Gover nment
and society.

52. A conmi ssion had recently been refining the Fam |y Code and the
Children’s Code was al so bei ng reviewed.

53. The M nistry of Education was responsible for incorporating the
Convention's concepts and principles in the educational system with a view
to instilling those values into the character and world view of Cuban youth.

Cuba wished its young people to be upstandi ng, unselfish, active participants
in society.

54. Cuba al so endeavored to assinilate the findings of the various rel evant
i nternational conferences into its national |egislation and had in fact been
among the first countries to introduce the Habitat agreenments into domestic

| aw.

55. The question had been rai sed how Cuba's mnistries coordinated their
different efforts in order to resolve any single problemrelating to children
The Cuban system of Governnment provided for several vice-presidents who
coordi nated the work of the different mnistries; they had the power to
convene neetings of the relevant ministers and institutions, which then
debated the issue in question and devel oped general directives. The

M ni stries concerned then had to oversee the inplenentation of the directives
t hrough the governnental inspection system Meetings were held periodically
at which progress was reported.

56. A conmmi ssion for social prevention and care, involving both governnenta
and non-governnental organi zations, had been established to study the
prevention of problens affecting not only children but al so the broader
society. Anong the issues it had addressed were various matters currently
under di scussion, such as prostitution, sexual abuse, and the provision of

i nformati on to wonen concerning the rights of the child.

57. For the devel opnent of its |legislation, the Cuban Government collected
data by nmeans of surveys and ot her usual statistical nethods.

58. Al t hough Cuban parents had of course sonetines been prosecuted for
inflicting corporal punishnent on their children, that was not a w despread
problem Nor were street children or child prostitution phenonmena of
significant scope. It was perhaps the case that, with the recent rise in
tourism certain individuals had cone to Cuba seeking young girls; Cuban |aw
strongly proscribed such activities. The Cuban Crininal Code proscribed,
inter alia, the abandonment of handi capped children, infringenent of the
personal |iberty of a child and action hanpering the normal devel opnent of a
child, and it established crimnal penalties for those offences. It also
established the responsibilities of parents, teachers, and others. Children
were sonetinmes renoved fromtheir famly, when the latter constituted an
adverse influence, and placed in institutions which provided themw th care
and education as well as leisure and sports opportunities. There should be no
doubt of Cuba's commitnment to the protection and devel opment of its children
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59. Ms. FLOREZ PRI DA (Cuba) said that follow ng the Fourth World Conference
on Wonen, Cuba had conducted a national sem nar to study the reconmendati ons
put forward in the Conference's Platformfor Action; that sem nar had
undertaken to anal yse the role of wonen in all spheres of Cuban econom c and
social life, and had drawn up recommendati ons, which had then been forwarded
to all sectors of the Governnent.

60. The provisions of the Convention had been integrated into civic
education curricula and there were courses in which students studied the
Convention as well as its inplenentation in Cuba. Wth support from UN CEF
teaching materials were being prepared to famliarize children with the
Convention. Inportantly, the perceptions and experiences of students were
considered an integral facet of the pedagogi cal approach. At the primary and
secondary school |evels, course work included issues of human rights and
denocracy, the famly as a social institution, and Cuban patriotism and

i nternationalism Through debate, students discovered the ways in which
society enabled its nenbers to neet not only basic nmaterial needs but al so
cultural and spiritual needs. The situation of human rights worl dw de was
al so di scussed.

61. Cuba' s school children | earned about human rights and denocracy primarily
through active participation in the life of the country. Wrk training
programes had been devel oped, in which students engaged in socially usefu
work in school workshops, comunity busi nesses, farnms and gardens, conmencing
at the preschool level. Such work-study nmethods allowed for children to
interact with menbers of the community and to cultivate the appropriate val ues
and sentinents. At the preschool and primary school |evels, children took
part in socially useful activities alongside their teachers, participated in
rol e-playing exercises, and either visited work sites, or received visits from
wor ker del egations. Whrk by students was considered a nmeans of stimulating
the work ethic and incul cating good work habits.

62. Basi ¢ education in Cuba was divided into three levels. During the
first cycle of primary education, or the first four grades, enphasis was
pl aced on the devel opnent of manual skills and work habits through the use
of paper, cardboard, cloth, and other materials. During the second cycle,
students worked with cloth, wood, metal and plastics, and | earned basic
cooking skills. They also worked on short-termcollective farm projects,
as well as in school market gardens.

63. At the mddle | evel, schools were designated as either rural or urban
They shared the sane curriculum which included both work education and
participation in productive work. 1In the seventh grade, students |earned

general design and handicrafts; in higher grades, they devel oped and pursued
educational objectives through el ective progranmes and participated in work
programmes called “the school in the country” and “the school on the farnt

64. Under the “school on the farni programme, the school noved to a canmp in
a farmarea for a period of fromfour to seven weeks during which students did
farmwork; the nature of the work day depended on a student’s age, sex and
ability. Under the “school in the country” programe, students participated
in the cultivation of citrus and other fruits, coffee, tobacco, and
veget abl es.
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65. Such school programres had been designed to resolve social problens and
to i nprove social productivity. The work-study system was neant as a neans,
not of exploiting student |abour, but rather of training young people for
productive participation in society. Such nmeasures were of crucial inportance
in a devel oping country. Students had two nont hs of vacation every year
during which they were free to do as they pleased and go where they pl eased.
The normal m ni mum worki ng age in Cuba was 17; children under that age were
permtted to work only under certain circunstances regul ated by |aw, and under
conditions that accorded with their age and capacities.

66. Educati on and health were Cuba’s two chief priorities, and both were
free.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




