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The neeting was called to order at 11 a. m

OPENI NG OF THE SESSI ON

1. The CHAI RPERSON decl ared the thirteenth session of the Committee open
STATEMENT BY THE H GH COWM SSI ONER FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

2. M. AYALA LASSO (Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights) said that he attached
high priority to the promotion and protection of the rights of the child and
assured the Commttee of his support for the plan of action to strengthen the

i npl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The plan had been
revised on the basis of the Cormittee's suggestions and he | ooked forward to the
est abl i shnent of the teamthat would be responsible for inplenmenting it.

3. The United Nations was facing a serious financial and budget crisis whose
effects on the Secretariat's activities included a freeze on recruitment and the
elimnation of posts and other resources in all departments. Human rights
programes had consequently been cut by a further $2,700,000 for the biennium
over and above the reductions adopted by the General Assenbly in Decenber 1995.
Efforts were neverthel ess being nade to inprove the effectiveness of those

pr ogr ames.

4. The Centre for Human Rights continued to ensure the effective foll ow up of
the Conmttee's recommendations. After an advisory services mssion to Viet Nam
a mssion had been sent to the Philippines to plan assistance for the

admi nistration of juvenile justice. The database on the rights of the child had
been updated and opportunities for broader access were being explored. The
establ i shment of the database was part of the conputerization plan taking place

within the context of the restructuring of the human rights programme. |n that
connection, all support services for the human rights treaty nonitoring bodies
woul d be provided by Managenent Unit Il. One of the nmain goals of the

restructuring was to ensure increased transparency and cooperation between the
different sectors of the Centre, as well as greater efficiency in the use of
staff and resources. As work packages were currently under discussion, now would
be a good tine for the Commttee to nake coments and suggesti ons.

5. The restructuring had been the result of alnpbst two years of analysis and
di scussion on the basis of proposals by various committees, special rapporteurs,
nenbers of the Sub-Comm ssion, staff menbers, non-governnental organizations
(NGOs) and Governments. The entire restructuring process, which had benefited

frombroad participation at all levels, would affect the Secretariat, but would
not reduce support for the human rights treaty bodies.
6. The Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11), the

forty-ei ghth session of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, the first Wrld Congress on the comercial sexua
exploitation of children and the seventh Meeting of Chairpersons of Human R ghts
Treaty Bodies had taken place since the Comrittee's |ast session. They had held
conpr ehensi ve di scussi ons and adopted resol utions pronoting the recognition and
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protection of human rights in general and the rights of wonmen and children in
particular. Consultations with the Wrld Bank had al so stressed the need for

cl oser cooperation and inproved exchanges of information between the financial
institutions and human rights bodies of the United Nations system He invited
the Conmittee to participate in a round-table neeting on wonen's heal th and
reproductive rights which was being organi zed by the United Nations Fund for
Popul ation Activities in collaboration with the Division for the Advancenent of
Wnen and the Centre for Human Rights and was to be held in early Decenber 1996

7. The final report on the study on the inpact on children of armed conflicts
woul d be subnmitted to the Third Committee at the fifty-first session of the
General Assenbly. That report, which had been prepared at the Conmittee's
request, represented a masterful synthesis of the principles enbodied in the
Conventi on.

8. The Hunman Rights Committee and the Committee on the Elimnation of Racial
Di scrimnation had also held their fifty-seventh and forty-ninth sessions,
respectively, since the Conmttee's |ast session. Sone of the reports that they
had considered dealt with countries in which the Coomittee would al so be taking
an interest at the current session, nanely, Nigeria and Mauritius. The Human

Ri ghts Conmittee had adopted a general comment on article 25 of the Internationa
Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights (right to take part in the conduct of
public affairs). The Conmttee on the Elimnation of Racial D scrimnation had
adopted a general recomendation concerning the rights of refugees and persons
di spl aced on the basis of ethnic criteria, as well as resolutions and deci si ons
on Burundi, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liberia and Cyprus as part of its early
war ni ng and energency procedures.

9. Ms. SARDENBERG said that she was heartened by the conmtnment by the Centre
for Human Rights to ensure that the activities of the treaty nonitoring bodies
continued despite the United Nations financial and budget crisis. She was
confident that the Commttee would submt proposals ained at strengthening its
own activities on the basis of the plan of action. It was also a welcome trend
that the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights had held consultations with the Wrld
Bank.

10. M. KOOSOV said the efforts being made by the Centre for Hunman Rights to
enabl e the human rights treaty bodies to continue to carry out their activities
were particularly encouragi ng. He was, however, concerned by the fact that

awar eness of the Convention was still insufficient, even in devel oped countries.
There was a real need for the Conmittee to deal w th individual conmunications in
order to pronote respect for the rights of children. He therefore proposed that,
pendi ng the adoption and entry into force of an optional protocol, individua
conmuni cati ons m ght be handl ed by the Centre for Human R ghts.

11. He invited the H gh Conm ssioner to attend the general discussion on
“"The child and the nmedia" to be held on 7 Cctober 1996.

12. The CHAI RPERSON said the Commttee was, of course, prepared to take part in
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the process of the restructuring of the Centre for Human Rights in order to
ensure that the measures adopted woul d guarantee the achi evenent of the
objectives set. To that end, she suggested that, at the current session, the
Conmittee might discuss the final version of the plan of action and the
restructuring process with representatives of the Centre.

13. Referring to the concern M. Kol osov had expressed and the fact that the
Convention did not authorize the Commttee to deal with individua

comuni cations, she said that every case deserved close attention and the
Committee believed that the initiatives it had taken were limted and not likely
to achieve reliable results. It would therefore continue to consider the problem
and woul d make sone specific suggestions with a viewto solving it. In that
connection, the Commttee's general discussion on "The child and the nedia" woul d
help to highlight issues involving children, but the press should not limt
treatnment of that question to its conmercial aspects and shoul d assune a nore
active and didactic role in the dissem nation of information on the Convention

14. Lastly, she expressed appreciation for the consultations that had been held
by the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human R ghts and the World Bank

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

15. The CHAI RPERSON remi nded the Commttee that it was to consider the initia
reports of Morocco, N geria, Uruguay, United Kingdom (Hong Kong), Mauritius and
Sl ovenia at the current session. The reports would be exam ned in public
session, but a nunber of closed neetings would also be held to forrmulate the
Conmittee's concludi ng observations on them as well as to review vari ous aspects
of its nethods of work, including the guidelines for the preparation of periodic
reports. Two public neetings would be set aside on Mnday, 7 Cctober 1996, for

t he general discussion on "The child and the nedi a"

16. The agenda was adopt ed.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

17. The CHAI RPERSON said that the actual nunmber of closed neetings held woul d
depend on the progress of work. She noted that, according to the tentative
schedul e, the afternoon neeting of Wdnesday, 25 Septenber, would begin in public
session with a review of devel opnents, including accounts of their experiences by
menbers of the Committee who had taken part recently in other internationa
nmeetings with a bearing on the rights of the child, to be foll owed by an exchange
of views in which representatives of the specialized agencies and rel evant NGOs
woul d be invited to take part. The Comrittee would then go into cl osed session
to discuss with Ms. Klein of the Centre for Human Ri ghts the revised plan of
action and the proposals for the Centre's restructuring. She took it that the
Committee agreed with the procedure suggested.

18. It was so deci ded.
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SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE 44 OF THE
CONVENTI ON

19. Ms. RAADI - AZARAKCHI (Secretary of the Committee) said that a further eight
initial reports had been received since the Cormittee's twelfth session and the
preparation of the note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the status of the subm ssion
of reports (CRC/JC/56). 1In the order in which they had been received, the reports
were those of Ecuador, Fiji, Hungary, Luxenbourg, Iraq, Thailand, Kuwait and

Bar bados. A total of 95 initial reports had been received so far, tw of which
were to be resubmitted after revision. To date, the Committee had considered 56
initial reports.

20. The CHAI RPERSON said that the consideration of reports of States parties
woul d begi n on Tuesday, 24 Septenber. She would suspend the public neeting
forthwith and the Committee would continue in closed session with a di scussion of
nmet hods of work.

The neeting was suspended at 11.50 a. m




