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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4)

Initial report of Mirocco (CRC 28/ Add. 1; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 23; CRC T Q@ MOR 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Benjelloun Touim, M. Hamadi,

M. Tvane, M. Mslih, M. Benmakhlouf, Ms. Benjelloun, M. Dniel, M. Mjdi

and M ss Bishis (IMbrocco) took places at the Committee table.

2. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco), introducing his country's report, said
that the Kingdom of Mdrocco shared to the full the values and objectives of

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child and was comritted to the pursuit of
a policy which would enable every child to enjoy his or her rights and to
receive the best possible protection. Accordingly, the Government endeavoured
to ensure, in harnony of course with its fundanental social and cultura

val ues, that its donestic law was in confornmity with the principles and rules
established by the international conmunity in the area of human rights in
general and the rights of the child in particular. In that context, the
ratification of the Convention had constituted an additional incentive for
bringing the national legislation into a closer harmony with its provisions
and for pronoting policies on behalf of children

3. In recent years, many of the provisions of Moroccan law in the crimnal
civil, social and adm nistrative fields, as well as those relating to persona
status, had been anmended. Many of those anmendnents concerned the status of
children in general or certain categories of young persons such as young

of fenders and the disabled. At the sane tinme, an anbitious health progranme
had been set up with the aimof reducing child nortality in general and
nortality of children under five in particular. Those activities had been
acconpani ed by najor efforts with regard to health education, water quality
and sanitation. Maternal and child health programes had been in effect in

t he Ki ngdom of Morocco since the beginning of the 1970s. Through the efforts
of the State and the support of various agencies, basic health care had been
made nore accessible and health indicators had i nproved. Mich remai ned to be
done, however, and the Governnment was determned to continue and to strengthen
its efforts to nobilize the resources necessary to satisfy the health needs of
t he popul ati on.

4. | nproved access to education was one of the CGovernnent's prine
objectives. Not only did it seek to nmake basic education generally avail abl e,
but it was making a special effort to stinmulate the demand for schooli ng.
Particular attention had been paid in the 1988-1992 and 1993- 1997 Action Pl ans
to providing schooling for di sadvantaged popul ati ons or social groups.
Measures had al so been adopted to overconme the nain obstacles to the spread of
schooling in the rural areas, including the difficulty of access to prinary
schools in renote rural |ocations, a condition that prevailed in many other
countries, the low enrolment ratio there, anong girls in particular, and the
difficulty of securing a coomitnment by famlies to school attendance by their
children despite their material problens. That difficulty also was common to
many countries, especially in Africa.
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5. The M nistry of Education had devised a strategy to reverse the trend in
rural school attendance and halt the recent decline in nunbers of new
enrol ments. It was ainmed at spreadi ng education at the steady pace set by the

Action Pl ans by maki ng educational services nore accessible both physically
and economically. Wth regard to physical infrastructure, the progranmme

call ed for expanding the network of schools to all comunities of

300 inhabitants or nore and providing themw th school canteens and housi ng
for the teachers. The aimwas to reduce the |long distances that pupils often
had to travel and to cut down substantially the nunber of drop-outs,
especially among girls.

6. The econonic strategy included subsidies to offset the expenses of
schooling to the famly, in particular by setting up a schene for renting
school books and supplies or selling themat low cost. It also sought to

| essen the inpact on famly earning power by maki ng the school year nore
flexible in order to adapt it to local requirenents. Lastly, the strategy
called for a real partnership between |local authorities and initiatives and
the Governnment. Local conmunities were being asked to contribute to the
efforts of the Mnistry of Education by contributing to information canpai gns,
facilitating the acquisition of land on which to build schools and encouragi ng
any action designed to inmprove the working conditions of students and

t eachers.

7. Lectures on human rights had been offered for sone years to persons
attendi ng hi gher training establishments such as the school for further
training of officials of the Mnistry of the Interior, the police training
school, the Mlitary Acadeny and the Institute of Judicial Studies. Mre
recently, the Mnistry for Human Rights had agreed to cooperate with the

M nistry of Education in the teaching of human rights principles in primary
and secondary schools and an advi sory body consisting of |awers and teachers
had been set up to draft an action plan for introducing educati on on hunman
rights into the Moroccan educational system Advice had been requested from
the Centre for Human Rights and a mission was currently visiting Rabat to take
part in formulating a project.

8. I n conclusion, he enphasized that, despite its linmted resources, the
Government had nade trenendous efforts to inprove the lives of children and to
secure real advances in all fields relating to childhood. Mich remained to be
done, but the country was deternined to spare no effort to overcone the many
obstacl es which still lay in the way of the full enjoyment by all Moroccan
children of all the rights to which they were entitled.

9. Ms. SARDENBERG said that Morocco was to be congratulated on its initia
report, particularly its conpliance with the guidelines, and on the
conprehensive witten replies to the list of issues. On reading the report,
however, she had found sone disparity between the various chapters, sone of
whi ch were very dense and informative, while others were nore sketchy. The
general inpression none the less was of a country that was trying hard to
noderni ze and to live up to its conmitnents in the international area, while
at the sane tine recogni zing that much renained to be done. The dial ogue with
the Conmittee woul d concentrate on those areas in which i nprovenents were
needed, on how the Committee could help in that connection and on the way in
whi ch international cooperation could act as a catal yst.
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10. As far as general measures of inplenmentation were concerned, she noted
that it would appear fromthe core docunent that publication of the Convention
inthe Oficial Gazette was necessary for it to be inplenented. She asked
whet her the text of the Convention had been so published and if not, why.

She al so asked how the different sectors of the Government concerned with the
rights of children were coordinated and how deci sions were taken. She noted
that while there was a Mnistry for Hunan Ri ghts, the focal point for action
appeared to be the Mnistry of Enploynent and Social Affairs. At the sane
time, there would seemto be sonme nonitoring nechanism She would like to
know how all those different bodies were related and what the mandate of the
hurman rights advisory council was. She asked whether there was an effective
rel ati onship at the nonment between the Governnment and NGOs and what the
position was with regard to public opinion. Was it generally thought that

swi ft progress had been made in pronoting the rights of the child or was it
felt that nore effort was needed and that civil society should be nore closely
i nvol ved?

11. M. HAMVARBERG said that, although the report had been drafted in
accordance with the guidelines and the witten replies to the |ist of issues
were clear and concise and full of facts, the |l egal status of the Convention
was still not quite clear. There were two ways in which the Convention could
be reflected in national legislation: it could itself become a part of that

| egi slation or new | aws could be enacted in order to reflect its standards.
The trend in Mrocco seened to be that the Convention was regarded as part of
donestic law, but he would |like that point to be clarified.

12. The structural mechani snms whereby the rights enshrined in the Convention
were made effective were also inportant. It was essential, to that end, that
there should be effective coordination between the ministries concerned. One
hel pf ul approach was to appoint an inter-mnisterial conmittee having high
status within the Governnent. There should also be a constructive dial ogue
bet ween the Governnment authorities concerned and civil society in the shape of
NGOs. He would Iike to know whet her any mechanismto that effect had been set
up in Morocco. A third approach was to appoint an i ndependent body or person
to monitor the situation. The idea seened to be spreading throughout the
worl d of the need for an independent body to nonitor the work of the
authorities and report on a regular basis, perhaps to parlianent. Had Mrocco
taken any steps in that direction? Al three approaches nust extend to the
regi onal and local level as well and he would like a description of the system
in that regard. Lastly, he asked how the Conmittee's draft conclusions and
recomendati ons woul d be presented in Mrocco, what forumthey woul d be

di scussed in and what use woul d be nade of them

13. He noted that the Mroccan Government had fornul ated a reservation to
article 14 of the Convention and asked whether there was any possibility that
it might be withdrawn, in keeping with the spirit of the Vienna Conference.

14. Ms. KARP congratul ated the Governnment of Myrocco on the conposition of
its delegation, particularly the high-level representation of the Mnistry of
Justice. It would be valuable to hear from M. Mslin how the Convention was

working in the courts in day-to-day situations. The establishnment of a
special Mnistry for Human Ri ghts seenmed a very positive devel opnent, but she
woul d I'ike to know what status it enjoyed in respect of the other mnistries
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and whether it had powers to formul ate and enact policies or only to make
reconmendati ons. She al so asked whether it had offices in the field or only
in the capital city. She understood fromthe report that the Nationa
Congress on the Rights of the Child had been declared a permanent institution
Was it sinply an annual occasion for discussion and study or did it have rea
authority in the field?

15. Regar di ng cooperation with NGOs and ot her bodies, she asked to what
extent the activities of NGO or agencies such as UNICEF were taken into
consi deration in formul ating policies and progranmes for children. How far
did the Governnment's plans depend on the exi stence of UNI CEF and ot her
projects and what prospect was there of their adoption as Government projects?
She asked whet her the recomrendati ons of the Moroccan League for the
Protection of Children and the National Congresses on the Rights of the Child
had been fully adopted and, if not, what problens had been encountered. She
would also like to know in greater detail how far the rights set out in the
Convention had becone the norm anmong the people, in school and in the famly,
and what nore was bei ng done to make them aware of those rights.

16. M ss MASON asked whet her any nechani sns existed in Mrocco to enable
children thenselves to participate in inplenmentation of the Convention.

17. M. KOOSOV noted from paragraph 10 of the report that the CGovernnment was
trying to allocate sufficient resources to neet children's basic needs in
heal th and education "within the limts of available neans". However,
article 4 of the Convention required States parties to take such neasures
t he maxi num extent of their avail able resources”, which inplied the
possibility of a budgetary reallocation. Had any attenpt been nade to nake
such a reallocation or was one planned for the future?

to

18. Article 4 also called on States parties to undertake "all appropriate

| egi slative, adm nistrative and other measures" to inplenment the rights
recogni zed in the Convention. That neant that all those working with children
needed to be aware of the existence of the Convention and of the fact that
children had rights of their own. Was the text of the Convention nmade
available to the courts and were any instructions given to judges, police,
soci al workers, teachers and doctors about the rights which bel onged
specifically to the child, since it was not the case, as sone Covernments
clained, that the rights of citizens were automatically applicable to
chi l dren?

19. The CHAIRMAN invited the del egation of Mdirocco to reply to the questions
rai sed.

20. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said that his del egati on appreciated the
i nterest shown by the Conmittee in his country. He was sure the debate woul d
help to improve the inplenentation of the Convention in Mrocco.

21. It was true that, as had been pointed out, there were disparities between
the various chapters of the report; that was because it had sonetinmes been
difficult to obtain all the information requested.
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22. The Convention had not yet been published sinply because there was

al ready a backl og of pending legislation awaiting publication. However, that
did not nmean that it was not being inplenmented; other conventions that had not
yet been published, particularly relating to the environnent, were already in
t he process of inplenmentation

23. M. BENMAKHLOUF (Morocco) confirned that publication in the

Oficial Gazette was not a precondition for the inplenentation of the

provi sions of conventions which Mrocco had signed and ratified. |In fact,
according to Moroccan case |aw, any convention to which Mrocco was a party,
even if not published, was considered to be part of donmestic |aw and woul d be
applied by the courts. He pointed out that, in any event, article 49 of the
Convention stated that the Convention's provisions would enter into force
automatically on the thirtieth day after the deposit of the instrunment of
ratification or accession.

24. In reply to the question whether there was coordi nati on between the
various Governnent departments in inplenmenting the provisions of the
Convention, he said that the Children's Division of the Mnistry of Enpl oynent
and Social Affairs and the Children's Division of the Mnistry of Youth and
Sports were working together to protect the rights of children, although in
such a way as to avoid duplication of effort. |In addition, the establishnent
of the Mnistry for Human Rights in 1992 had neant that the protection of
human rights in general, and of the rights of the child in particular, now
fornmed an integral part of Governnent policy.

25. A nunber of menbers of the Conmittee had asked what rol e was perforned by
the Mnistry for Human Rights. |Its task, or rather its |long-term strategy,

was to establish a "human rights culture" in the country. |In particular, it
dealt with conmplaints frommenbers of the public who believed their rights had
been infringed and saw to it that such conplaints were investigated.

26. The i nmbal ance that had been noted between the different chapters of the
report was due to the inbal ance between the different provisions of the
Convention: sone provisions were very specific and called for detail ed
replies, backed up by statistics, whereas others were nore general and
concerned with matters of principle.

27. The work of the Mnistry for Human Ri ghts was based on ongoi ng

consul tations with non-governmental organizations. Thus, when Mrocco's
initial report was being prepared, all non-governnental organizations had been
asked for their coments, which had been taken into account. The Mnistry
acted as a de facto coordi nator of the various progranmres relating to children
being carried out by the relevant divisions of other mnistries. Its task was
to ensure that those ministries made sufficient provision in their budgets for
those programres to be put into effect. Any problens that arose could, as a

| ast resort, be resolved at a Council of Mnisters, presided over by the Head
of State.

28. Ms. BENJELLOUN (Morocco), replying to the question raised by Mss Mason
said that, since its establishnent, the Mnistry for Human Ri ghts had done its
utnost to ensure the participation of children in its work. Recently, an

"I nternational Children's Day" had been held on radio and tel evision, in which
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children had had the opportunity to put questions directly to the Mnister for
Human R ghts and the representative of UNICEF. The twenty-fifth of Muy had
been declared the National Day of the Child and, on that day, the Mroccan
League for the Protection of Children had held an open day on which children
had been encouraged to ask questions about their rights. The Mnistry was
cooperating with UNNCEF in a programme for disseminating information about the
Convention, which would include visits to schools to tell children about their
rights. It also had a progranme designed to convey information about human
rights, particularly the rights of wonen and children, to the peoples of the
Maghr eb

29. M. MOSLIH (Morocco) said that children's rights had been protected in
Morocco wel |l before the adoption of the Convention in 1989. Morocco had been
an Islanmic country for the past 1,400 years and, during that tinme, a wde
range of children's rights had been recogni zed and protected under the Koran,
Shariya | aw and vari ous subsequent witings on those and other texts. He

hi nsel f was engaged in preparing a detailed review of the various texts
covering the rights of the child under Mroccan | aw, which would be nade
available to the Conmittee in due course

30. In reply to Ms. Sardenberg, who had asked whether the fact that the
Convention had not been published in the Oficial Gazette or in the press
affected its application in the country, he said that the Mroccan Suprene
Court, whose decisions were binding on all courts, had already ruled in a
nunber of cases of contradiction between an international convention and a
nati onal text that the international convention should prevail. There was

t hus no doubt that the Convention was being applied in Mrocco. However, a
consi derabl e body of legislation dealing with natters relevant to the rights
of the child, either taken over fromthe period of the French Protectorate or
adopted foll ow ng i ndependence in 1955, had already existed in Mdrocco before
t he adoption of the Convention. A conpilation of these texts, set out in
chronol ogi cal order, had been prepared in collaboration with the Mroccan
Society for the Support of UN CEF and published in French and Arabic. Copies
were available to the Commttee. The texts in question were at present in
course of adaptation to bring theminto line with international conventions.

31. In response to M. Hammarberg's question on article 14 of the Convention,
he said that the Mdiroccan Constitution stipulated that the religion of the
State was Islam but guaranteed freedomof religion to all citizens w thout
reserve. Both Christians and Jews were free to practise their religion in
their own places of worship throughout the country and did in fact do so. A
study reviewi ng existing Moroccan legislation in the context of each article
of the Convention had recently been published with the assistance of the
Moroccan League for the Protection of the Child and was available to the
Conmmittee in French and Arabic.

32. In reply to Ms. Karp's question, he said that the Convention was applied
in conjunction with national |egislation. |In any case of child abuse brought
to the notice of the authorities, the public prosecutor's office would
unhesitatingly institute proceedi ngs agai nst the person or persons
responsi bl e, even the parents of the child concerned. However, the public
prosecutor's office could intervene only where such notice had been provided.
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33. To reply to a question from M. Kolosov, he said that existing | aws were

anended or expanded fromtinme to time. |n Septenber 1993, changes had been
nmade to the legislation concerning the civil status of children. 1In addition
a bill which was in preparation and was expected to be adopted shortly woul d

aut hori ze the placenment of delinquent children in care institutions and
provide for the creation of such institutions.

34. The training of juvenile court judges had been introduced 15 years
previously; courses on the rights of the child and the rehabilitation of
delinquents were given at the Institute of Judicial Studies. Increasing
nunbers of judges were taking an interest in dealing with children's cases,
whi ch had been considered of little interest in the past. However, until the
care institutions provided for in forthcom ng | egislation had been put in

pl ace, judges woul d not be able to provide adequately for the rehabilitation
of delinquent children

35. M. HAMADI (Mdrocco), replying to Ms. Karp, said that the Mroccan
League for the Protection of the Child applied its reconmendati ons throughout
Morocco, in particular at the local level and with special attention to rura
areas. The League had a central office in Rabat and sone 20 regional offices.
Each region had a regional president and a conmittee working with the | oca
health and adninistrative authorities. The Leagues activities included
running child care centres, taking care of abandoned children, providing child
health-care clinics with 24-hour access, involvenent in sport, recreation and
hol i day hones, conbating illiteracy in rural areas and pronoting the concept
of a well and a school for every village. The League was a non-gover nnent al
agency financed by the Mnistry of Health.

36. M. DINIEL (Mrocco) said that the role of the National Congress on the
Rights of the Child was to nonitor the inplenentation of the Convention. It
operated in a flexible manner as a standi ng body and brought together al
parties in Mdrocco, with an interest in children's rights, such as the

rel evant Governnent departnents, non-governnental organizations, civi
associ ati ons and international organizations. UN CEF was consi dered the | ead
i nternational organization since it had assisted in the establishnent of the
Congress and had been represented at its first two conferences. The Congress
operated through the nmedi um of a nunber of conm ssions dealing with various
matters covered by the Convention; one such commission dealt with |egislative
matters and the renai nder were concerned with various aspects of work in the
field. The conm ssions worked throughout the year, but did not have a
permanent staff, as officials, experts and consultants were seconded to them
After studies and eval uations had been nmade and a consensus reached at the

hi ghest | evel of the Congress, nenbers of the Governnent were alerted to any
need for specific action. Activities were also undertaken in cooperation with
non- gover nment al organi zati ons. The Congress al so undertook sone activities
itself, such as conducting surveys of children's needs or review ng

| egi slation. The Congress was neither a purely Government body nor a social
organi zati on, but sonething between the two. Mich work was currently under
way to set up nmechanisns for nonitoring nmatters relating to the rights of the
child and providing information on the subject through the nedia and the
school s, and nore specifically through the publication of a Journal of the
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Child. Inits short existence, the Congress had succeeded in bringing issues
related to the rights of the child to the attention of the highest Covernnent
of ficials.

37. The CHAI RPERSON said that Mrocco was to be conmended on the efforts it
was meking to review and conpare legislation. That was a continuing process,
since attention had to be given to ensuring not only that national |egislation
was in conformty with the Convention, but also that national instrunents
continued to be adapted to take account of the situations faced by children
both at present and in the future.

38. Ms. KARP said it was always interesting to learn that nuch of the
culture, religious practices and traditions of a country were already in |line
with the principles of the Convention. However, she wondered whet her any

i nqui ry was being nade into acceptance - in particular in religious practice -
of the new principles enbodies in the Convention, nanely, that the child was
not only to be protected, but to be accepted as a human being with its own
rights. For exanple, the right of participation or the right for a child's
opinion to be taken into consideration were sonetinmes difficult for
traditional views to tolerate

39. Was the National Congress on the Rights of the Child a statutory body or
was it attached to a Government departnent? Did it have its own budget? What
was the rel ationship between the Congress and the Mnistry for Human Ri ghts?
Did that Mnistry have a special departnent dealing with children's rights?

If not, was establishnent of such a departnent under consideration?

40. M. HAMVARBERG said it was a general rule that countries already had

| egislation for the protection of the child in place before adoption of the
Convention. Wat was new was the agreenent of Governnents throughout the
worl d that children should be treated according to certain universa
standards. There had al so been recognition that countries could | earn rmuch
fromeach other's experiences. The reason for many of the Comittee's
guestions was to help in that process of |earning howto inprove the actua
situation of children. The problem was perhaps that detail ed di scussions of
principle and | egislative reformsolved few of the real-life problens faced by
children. That explained the Cormittee's desire to identify as many of those
probl ens as possible, learn how they were influenced by traditional attitudes
and find out what the opportunities were for change in such attitudes, given
t he existence of the Convention, in order to enhance the status of children

41. Since he understood fromM. Mslih that freedomto practise religion
exi sted in Mdrocco and was protected by |law, he asked what Mrocco found so
objectionable in article 14 that, unlike the other Islamc countries in the
same region, it felt it necessary to fornulate a reservation on the issue.

42. He asked for further clarification on the point raised by M. Kol osov
about budget trends and asked whether there were any governnental mechani snms
for ensuring discussion of the effect of proposed national budgets on
children. Some countries had begun to provide such information as an appendi x
to the national budget. Furthernore, was there any system of independent
nonitoring to determ ne measures that m ght encourage further discussion of
children's issues?
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43. Each country should have a clear idea of how it intended to change public
attitudes in favour of the rights of the children. He suggested that high
priority should be given to training so that children would be taught to
respect the spirit of the Convention. Another approach to reinforcing
positive attitudes would be for persons in highly visible and influentia
positions to take strong public positions on issues such as school attendance
by girls and donestic viol ence.

44, M. KOOSOV said that the promul gation of the Convention was a
prerequisite for its inplementation and application in daily life. There was
no obligation for any person, whether natural or legal, to apply the
provisions of an international instrunment if that instrunent had not been
promul gat ed and published. He therefore concluded that the Convention on the
Rights of the Child could not be applied in Mdrocco before the process of
publicati on had been conpl et ed.

45, The Moroccan del egation had stated that nost of the provisions of the
Convention had been reflected in existing national |legislation or in
anendnments and new | egi slation. The Convention was, however, a holistic
instrument to be inplemented in its entirety.

46. He asked whether judges at all levels were in possession of the text of
the Convention, with instructions and recommendati ons on how it shoul d be
applied. He would also like to know whether police officers and nedica
doctors were aware of the rights of children

47. The wordi ng of Morocco's reservation to article 14 was not as sinplistic
as it mght seem There was nothing in the Mdrroccan Constitution that
guaranteed freedomto choose one's religion and it could be deduced fromthe
reservation to article 14 that persons were free to worship Islamand that the
| egi sl ation supported only Islam Since other religions existed in Mrocco,
he was therefore concerned about the protection of the rights of persons of
different religious persuasions. The Committee | ooked forward to the revision
of the Governnment's attitude towards article 14 and the wi thdrawal of its
reservation.

48. Ms. SARDENBERG appeal ed to the Governnment of Mdrocco to deal with the
cruci al issue of the promul gation of the Convention. Failure to do so would
send the wong signals to the international conmunity and give rise to doubts
about the CGovernment's commitnent. O ficial endorsement of the Convention
woul d pave the way for its full inplenentation.

49, Wth regard to coordi nation, she was interested in the approach taken by
the Mnistry for Human Ri ghts as a body which identified issues to be dealt
with by sectoral departnents.

50. She asked about the role of Parlianment and whet her nmenbers of the House
of Representatives made proposals relating to the inplenentation of the
Convention. Such action would play a catalytic role in influencing basic
attitudes towards the rights of children

change one's religion. No interpretation of such freedons could restrict it

51. Ms. KARP said that freedom of religion included freedomto choose and
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to the possibility of holding one specific religion. The reservation to
article 14 indicated that the Governnent of Mrocco did not have an answer to
the question of the extent of a child' s freedomin deternmning his religion
The existence of the reservation cast doubts on the enjoynent of freedom of
religion in Mirocco. She therefore urged the Governnent to reconsider the
reservati on.

52. She asked whether there were mechanisnms to nmonitor or involve |oca
authorities in the National Plan of Action and in the Governnent's policy on
i ssues relating to children

53. The CHAI RPERSON stressed the inportance of the dissemnm nation of the
Convention. She wondered whether the perceived | ack of balance in the report
could be attributed to an inappropriate systemof data collection and, in that
regard, she asked how the Governnent planned to establish pernmanent machi nery
to i nprove data collection

54. Referring to the reservation to article 14, she rem nded the Mroccan
del egation that the Convention was intended to apply to all children Iiving
within the territory of a Menber State. The Committee needed further

i nformati on on how the Governnent planned to ensure that the Convention
applied to foreign children living in Mrocco.

55. M. BENJELLOUN TOQUIM (Mrocco) said that Mdrocco attached great
i mportance to the status of children and that his del egation wel comed the
Committee's recomendati ons and thought - provoki ng questi ons.

56. The regrettable delay in the publication of the Convention had been
caused by technical problenms. Every effort would be nmade to renedy that
situation.

57. Turning to the reservation to article 14, he said that Mroccan | aws were
based on religious law. He therefore did not believe that the Governnent

woul d change its |laws, as they were appropriate to the specific situation in
his country. Each of the country's religious groups was gui ded by its own
laws. No one was forced to become Muslim There was, however, no possibility
that a person born a Muslimm ght change his religion because such an act

woul d be contrary to the principles of basic Mislimlaw. A proposal that that
| aw shoul d be changed woul d be totally unacceptable to Mdroccan society.

58. He thanked the Commttee for drawing attention to the issue of inadequate
data collection systens in Mrocco and assured it that his Governnent woul d
make every effort to solve that problem It was thanks to the Conmittee's
consideration of its reports that countries such as his own could learn to
identity priorities in order to nake progress and contribute to the

devel opnent of international |egislation.

59. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Committee | ooked forward to the publication
of the Convention in Mirocco's Oficial Gazette.

60. Wth regard to Morocco's reservation to article 14, she pointed out that
it was within the Conmmittee's mandate to explain the interpretation of that
article as it applied to all countries. It was not up to individual countries
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to interpret the Convention as they saw fit. States were allowed to formul ate
reservations, provided that such reservations did not conflict with the
Convention's ains and objectives. She suggested that the discussion of the
reservation should continue when the Conmittee considered issues relating to
the civil rights of children, including the right to freedom of expression
Flexibility was certainly one of the keys to understanding and the Conmittee
mght find that the problemlay with the wording of the reservation.

61. M ss MASON said that she would |ike to know which I egislation was applied
in dealing with non-Mislins who did not obey Mrroccan | aw.

62. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said the Code on Personal Status applied
to mtters of family law, personal status and inheritance. |n other areas,
Moroccan |law applied to all Mroccans and, for certain activities, to al

resi dents.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




