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The discussion covered in the sunmary record began at 3 p. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATE PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Kuwait (continued) (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.35, CRC/C/ QKUW1 (list of
i ssues to be taken up in the consideration of the initial report of Kuwait);
witten replies of the Governnent of Kuwait to the questions raised in the
list of issues (no docunent synbol, in Arabic only); country report
(CRC/C/ A/ KUW 1))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Kuwait resuned their places at the Comrmittee table.

2. M. RAZZOOQ (Kuwait), replying to earlier remarks, said that the State
assuned responsibility for the care of children only when they had been
abandoned by their mothers. |In such cases, the State undertook to find a

sui tabl e foster hone.

3. Ms. Nawal AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) said that preventive neasures had been
taken to deal with landm nes, for exanple briefings, cultural activities and
publicati ons designed to alert the public, and especially children, to the
dangers posed by the | arge nunbers of |andm nes and weapons |eft over fromthe
Qul f War. Particular stress had been laid on ways to guard agai nst expl osi ons
of devices of that kind, the danger of using such weapons unwittingly, and
famliarization with high-risk and preferably avoi dabl e areas.

4, Ms. Mina AL-SALLAH (Kuwait) said that student councils participated in
t he deci si on-maki ng process since they had the opportunity to submt proposals
to annual neetings with the university authorities. Their proposals were
taken into account. In addition, physical education occupied an inportant
place at all levels of the school curriculumand was treated as a

fully-fl edged subject to which nmaterial and human resources had been

all ocated. The policy of integrating disabled children into the regular
education system had been effectively inplenented since the entry into force
in 1996 of the Disabled Persons Act, as evidenced by special classes in

ki ndergartens for children with Down’s syndronme and learning difficulties

whi ch gave them the opportunity to mx with other children and share in their
activities while benefiting froma special education. Measures had al so been
put in place to encourage the aptitudes of gifted children who had been
identified by their rapid learning ability and high intelligence quotient.
Meal s were provided at kindergartens and the authorities nade arrangements in
the primary and internmediate cycles for children who required a special diet.
The principles enshrined in the Convention would be taught as part of the
school curricul um

5. M. RAZZOOQ (Kuwait) said that considerable efforts had been nmade to
neutralize the various types of |andm nes scattered throughout Kuwait.
American, British, French, Bangl adeshi and Paki stani m ne clearance units had
provi ded inval uabl e assistance. Kuwaiti mne victins had benefited from

nmedi cal , econom ¢ and housi ng conpensation. The social security system
guaranteed them conpensation that varied with the duration of their

prof essi onal service. Non-Kuwaiti citizens, who were not entitled to socia
security, received a fixed end-of-contract bonus; the |onger they had worked,
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the higher the bonus. In reply to Ms. Sardenburg’ s question about budget
all ocations for children, he could confirmthat such allocations had been
progressively increased since 1992.

6. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menbers of the Conmittee to make their
prelimnary comments on the initial report of Kuwait.

7. Ms. MXHUANE said that Kuwait had not conplied with the guidelines laid
down by the Comrittee for the preparation of reports, a fact which had not
made the report easy to read. The State party was to be commended for its
efforts to restore the county’s infrastructures in the wake of the Gulf War,
particularly in the field of teaching (exenption from charge, conpul sory
education fromages 6 to 14, etc.) and health care. However, nmuch work

remai ned to be done to raise public awareness of the principles enbodied in
the Convention. It would also be useful to establish a central organ to

i mpl enent the provisions of the Convention, coordinate relevant activities and
ensure that they were followed up. The National Plan of Action on Children
shoul d be published to identify the objectives which had still not been
achieved. It would be well advised to raise the current age of crimna
responsibility, which currently stood at seven years. The sane applied to the
m ni mum age of marriage, which should also be the sane for girls and boys.

The Governnent shoul d be comrended for abolishing discrimnation agai nst wonen
in respect of their civil rights and encouraged to continue its efforts in
that regard. The lack of detailed health-care information describing the rea
situation with regard to child nortality and norbidity and drug use anobng
children was regrettable. The State party should concentrate nore on
data-collection efforts. 1In addition, a social welfare system should be set
up to cover non-Kuwaiti nationals. Likew se, the principles of humanitarian

| aw and the principles enbodied in the Convention should be utilized to allow
the children of non-Kuwaiti nationals, and Bedoon children in particul ar
access to educational and other services. The Kuwaiti Governnment should
expedite its mne clearance operations.

8. Ms. PALME said that she endorsed the positive devel opnents nentioned by
ot her menbers of the Conmittee in the areas of health care, education and
soci al security. The measures taken to benefit disabled people should be
conmmended and she hoped that the social rehabilitation of disabled people
woul d be taken into account in the new plan. However, it was alarmng to note
that inequality between the sexes persisted in Kuwait. There were still very
few femal e workers and it appeared that nmen tended to perpetuate present
stereotypes. The rights of the Bedoons were not fully safeguarded.
Furthernore, the age of crimnal responsibility (seven years) was too | ow and
the m ni mum age for marriage should be raised and made the sane for nmal es and
femal es.

9. Ms. SARDENBERG said that she had been encouraged by the constructive

di al ogue which the Committee had had with the Kuwaiti del egation and whi ch had
made it possible to identify the problens faced by Kuwaiti children under
article 44 of the Convention. Kuwait should strengthen its activities within
the framework of the six major United Nations human rights conventions and
submit its reports in a tinely fashion, particularly the report relating to
the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against
Worren. Kuwait should al so accede to the 1951 Convention relating to the
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Status of Refugees, the International Labour Organization’s M ninum Age
Convention (No. 138), 1973, and the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mnes and their
Destruction. The Kuwaiti Government should al so be nore proactive in putting
into practice the rights provided for in those conventions. The drafting of a
Children’s Code was a wel cone devel opnent. The National Plan of Action on
Chi |l dren shoul d be published and incorporated into the five-year devel opnent
plan in order to devise a conprehensive strategy for protecting children. The
data col |l ection system should al so be broken down in order to identify nore
clearly the neasures which needed to be taken to conformto the provisions of
the Convention. 1In addition, officials who dealt with children should receive
trai ning and the Convention should be nore widely circulated. The Day of the
Arab Child was a positive developnment in terns of raising public awareness of
the contents of the Convention. More specifically, the Kuwaiti Governnent
shoul d pay closer attention to the general principles enbodied in the
Convention, which should be put into practice nore consistently.

10. Ms. KARP said that the report did not make clear the problens
encountered by Kuwaiti children in day-to-day life. It was nobst regrettable
that Kuwaiti women did not have the right to vote; that was a flagrant
violation of their right to human dignity. The Kuwaiti Government shoul d take
a broad view of the various articles of the Convention and consider the child
nmore as a subject of law rather than an object to be protected. Conservative
attitudes rooted in famly traditions therefore needed to be nmodified. In
that connection, the drafting of a Code specifically relating to children was
a wel cone devel opnent which woul d reinforce the general principles enshrined
in the Convention. It was inportant that the nobst vul nerable groups in

soci ety (Bedoons, refugees and the disabled) should enjoy real rights.

Judges, psychol ogi sts and menbers of the police force should receive training
to raise their awareness of children's views.

11. M. RABAH said that it would be useful to receive nmore information about
measures for the social rehabilitation of young offenders. It would al so be
useful to explore the question of child custody in relation to the Shari a,

whi ch did not allow adopti on.

12. The CHAI RPERSON said that the subm ssion of a report was not sinply a
bureaucratic exercise. The Kuwaiti Governnment should never forget that “the
interests of the child shall be a primary consideration”.

13. M. RAZZOOQ (Kuwait) said that he agreed with alnmost all the remarks
made by members of the Committee. Kuwait and the Comm ttee shared the sanme
obj ectives, nanely, the protection and promption of the rights of the child.
In that connection, he urged the Conmrmittee to nention in its recomrendati ons
the Kuwaiti children who were still being held as prisoners of war in Iraq.

The discussion covered in the sunmary record ended at 4.05 p. m




