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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p. m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (agenda item 8) (continued)

Report of El Sal vador (CRC C/ 3/ Add.9) (continued)

1. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the del egation of El Salvador to reply to the
guestions raised at the previous neeting by the nmenbers of the Conmittee.

2. M. MENDOZA (El Sal vador), replying to coments by M. Hanmmrarberg, said
that El Sal vador had al ways attached great inportance to the principles
contained in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and had actively

wor ked to publicize the Convention and to inplenment the rights contained
therein. Efforts were being made to bring legal instrunments into line with

t he Convention and to hei ghten awareness anong the popul ati on of the
principles contained in that docunment so as to involve it in the process of
change.

3. Wth regard to the questions asked by M. Mnbeshora, his Governnent was
seeking to have children play a greater role in dissemnating the Convention
gi ven that one of the nost inportant aspects of that instrument was to pronote
freedom of expression and opi ni on anong chil dren

4, On a query by Ms. Santos Pais, he said that his del egati on woul d pass on
to the Procurator-Ceneral's Ofice her request for reports, statistics and any
other material of interest to the Conmittee.

5. Concerning a question asked by Ms. Eufem o on adult training programres,
he said that that was a central focus of his Government's efforts and part of
its goal of involving the comunity in fornulating new policies and, in so

doi ng, ensuring a wide dissem nation of all the rights set forth in the
Conventi on.

6. Turning to the question asked by M. Cones da Costa, he agreed that
poverty, and especially extreme poverty, constituted an obstacle to
i mpl ementing the rights of children. |In that context, it was essential to

give priority to economc, social and cultural rights and to draw upon the
private sector. El Salvador also sought to turn to account the inportant work
of non-governnental organizations in pronoting the rights of the child.

7. Wth regard to the question on forner conbat zones, efforts were being
made to rebuild those areas. |n one case, the popul ati on was bei ng
repatriated and the area devel oped, with attention focusing on the rights of
the child.

8. M. MOMVBESHORA asked whet her spendi ng under the Social Devel opnent Pl an
was actual ly reachi ng vul nerabl e target groups.

9. M. MENDOZA (El Sal vador) said that the Social Devel opment Plan had been
produci ng positive results in all sectors of the comunity; vul nerable
popul ati on groups, and in particular internally displaced persons, were
recei vi ng assi stance under the Pl an.
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The CHAI RPERSON invited the del egation of El Salvador to reply to the

guestions in the sections entitled "Definition of the Child" and "Cenera
Princi pl es", which read:

11.

Definition of the child
(Art. 1 of the Convention)

1. VWhat is neant by "child", in the neaning of article 1 of the
Convention, under national |egislation?

Ceneral principles

Non-di scrinination (art. 2)

1. Pl ease indicate to what extent the provisions of article 2 are
covered in national legislation with regard to all possible grounds for
discrimnation spelled out in that article.

2. Pl ease indicate specific and concrete nmeasures taken to conbat

di scrimnation against girls/rural children/children belonging to

m norities or indigenous comunities/refugee children/disabled children,
i ncluding neasures to elimnate and prevent discrininatory attitudes and
prej udi ces.

Best interests of the child (art. 3)

3. Pl ease indicate in what way the "best interests of the child" are
taken into consideration in the legislation as well as in judicial
admini strative or other proceedings.

The right to life, survival and devel opnent (art. 6)

4, Pl ease indicate steps taken to create an environnment conducive to
ensuring "to the maxi mum extent possible" the survival and devel opnment of
the child.

Respect for the view of the child (art. 12)

5. VWhat concrete measures have been taken to sensitize public opinion
and educate personnel working with children to the need to encourage
children's participatory rights?

6. Pl ease provide further information on the way in which the
principle of respect for the views of the child is reflected in nmatters
affecting the child, in particular in judicial and adm nistrative
proceedi ngs (para. 82 of the report).

M. NENDQZA (El Sal vador), replying first to the question in the section

on the "Definition of the child", said that the Convention had had a positive
i mpact on the way in which the concept of the child was interpreted in

E

Sal vador. Legislation in his country defined m nors as persons under the
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age of 18, in conformty with article 1 of the Convention. The term"m nor"
was used instead of "child", because it was regarded as nore appropriate and
because it included the concept of the child.

12. Turning to question 1 in the section on "Ceneral principles", he said
that new | egi sl ati on was bei ng adopted that would stress the inportance of
non-di scrim nation, equal treatnment and recognition of differences. His
Governnment gave priority to ensuring non-discrimnation in accordance with the
Convention. Gven El Salvador's history, the inportance of human rights and
reconciliati on was acknow edged.

13. Wth regard to question 2, he said that effective neasures had been taken
to conbat discrimnation against rural children, children belonging to
mnorities or indigenous comunities and refugee children, the community at

| arge havi ng recogni zed the inportance of the rural population for El Sal vador
as a whole. The National Secretariat for the Fanmily was pronoting a canpaign
that focused on equal treatnment for girls. Priority was given to ensuring

that pregnant girls were not victins of discrimnation. The nedia and the
school s played an essential role in pronoting equal treatnment and rejecting

di scrimnation.

14. Concerning discrimnation agai nst disabled children, he objected to the
use in Spanish of the term "inpedidos", which was in itself highly

di scrimnatory, the word "di scapaci dados" bei ng nore appropriate. E Sal vador
attached great inportance to pronoting the rights and dignity of disabled
persons. During the preparatory neeting for the Wrld Conference on Hunan

Ri ghts held in San José, his Governnment had proposed a paragraph on persons
with disabilities, a subject that was eventually reflected in the Vienna

Decl arati on and Programme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23). El Salvador had a

nati onal policy in favour of the disabled. Specific programes provided
vocational and technical training to disabled persons and neasures to help
themlive in dignity. The Fanmily Code contained provisions pronoting

non-di scrim nati on agai nst di sabl ed children and ensuring that they received
equal treatnment. The aimof El Salvador's policy was to prevent the rejection
or exclusion of disabled persons.

15. Movi ng on to question 3, he said that the best interests of the child
constituted a fundamental principle of the Convention. Article 375 of

El Sal vador's Fami|ly Code specifically provided that the best interests of the
child nust take precedence in order to achi eve a harnoni ous devel opnent of its
personality fromthe physical, psychological, noral and social points of view
The sane provision also stipulated that protecting and assisting mnors in al
circunstances was a matter of priority.

16. Wth regard to question 4, he said that the ongoi ng peace process in

El Sal vador had been conducive to an environnent propitious to the right to
life, survival and devel opnent of the child. During the war, many children
had died, not only during the arned conflict itself, but also as a result of
the destruction of hospitals and the coll apse of health care services.
Children had thus benefited enornmously fromthe restoration of peace. Wth
the end of the arned conflict, the right to Iife and survival of children was
assured, and his Governnent could take steps to pronote their right to

devel opnent .
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17. Concerni ng question 5, El Salvador considered respect for the views of
the child to be a nmajor innovation of the Convention, and it was inplenenting
that right in government institutions and pronoting the acceptance of that
idea in the famly. For exanple, in schools children had a nuch greater
latitude to express their views than in the past.

18. The CHAI RPERSON said that it would have been interesting to hear what
nodalities there were for inplenenting the nmeasures to which reference had
been made, the difficulties encountered in inplenenting |egislation, whether
all children really benefited fromthose rights and what obstacles stil

remai ned.

19. M. KOOSOV said that the initial report of E Salvador (CRC T3/ Add.9)
rai sed serious concerns. It contained nmany contradictions in respect of the
definition of the right of the child. For exanple, according to paragraph 31
article 102 of the Gvil Code provided that "A wonan who has reached the age
of 14 and a nman who has reached the age of 16 may enter into matrinmony" and
that, according to paragraph 32, if the spouses were aged under 21, they nust
obtain the consent of their parents, whereas according to article 33,

article 197 of the Penal Code stated that "Whosoever has carnal know edge of a
worman aged over 12 and under 15, even with her consent, shall be punished by
one to three years' inprisonnent”. That suggested that if a boy and a girl,
each aged 14 and a half, had carnal know edge, the girl nust obtain perm ssion
fromher parents for matrinony, whereas the boy woul d be puni shed by at |east
one year's inprisonnent. Thus, there appeared to be a contradiction between
the G vil Code and the Penal Code.

20. In paragraph 30 (a), it was stated that in accordance with El Sal vador's
Labour Code, ninors aged under 18 were prohibited from perform ng dangerous
tasks or night work, whereas paragraph 34 said that in accordance with the
Constitution, children between the ages of 16 and 18 coul d vol unteer for
mlitary service. Surely mlitary service could be regarded as dangerous, and
it was equally clear that soldiers often had to perform night work. Thus,
there was al so a contradiction between El Sal vador's Labour Code and its
Constitution.

21. In general, the gap between the age of maturity, which was 21, and other
rights concerning the ages 14 to 21 seened to be too wi de.

22. He wonder ed whet her children between the ages of 16 and 18 were al |l owed
to volunteer for nilitary service because it reflected the realities of life
in El Salvador, i.e. boys who were hungry, poor and unenpl oyed night prefer to

join the mlitary, or whether there was any other reason for allow ng boys in
that age group to volunteer. He questioned whether it was in the best
interests of the child and inquired whether there were any plans to change
that rule, given the suffering that children had already endured as a result
of military operations. Surely persons under the age of 18 should be
specially protected frominvolvenent in mlitary conflicts. He also asked
whet her girls could volunteer for mlitary service, how nmany children under
the age of 18 had in fact volunteered, whether there was any data on who under
the age of 18 had joi ned and what percentage of those volunteers cane from
urban and what percentage fromrural areas.
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23. M. HAMVARBERG drew attention to the fact that all four articles grouped
under the heading "Ceneral principles" were of key inportance in forging
attitudes to the rights of the child.

24, He strongly agreed with the Chairperson on the need to back up
information regarding |legal instruments with reports on affirmative action
bei ng taken to ensure their inplenmentation.

25. In particular, he asked the del egation to provide concrete exanples of
the type of action being taken to conbat discrimnation against the
"incapacitated", a termthat he comrended since it displayed sensitivity to
the need for prejudice-free termnology. It was inportant for the authorities
to take the lead in opposing discrimnation against a group that could be as
large as 10 per cent in countries where poverty and viol ence had taken their
toll

26. Noting that the average tine spent in school by girls was only 2.8 years,
he warned that such discrimnmnation had grave inplications for the future and
called for resolute affirmative action to bridge the gender gap in that area

27. He was not convinced that El Sal vador's approach to the task of ensuring
that the best interests of the child were taken into account was fully in
accord with what the drafters of the Convention had had in mind. In

particular, it was inportant to ensure that due weight was given to the
child' s interests where they tended to clash with econonic and security
i nterests.

28. Ms. SANTOS PAI S was concerned to note that while children under the age
of 14 were not allowed to testify in civil cases, their testinony mght be
admtted in crinmnal cases if the judge saw fit. To what extent were the best
interests of the child being taken into consideration in deciding whether the
child' s views should be listened to or not?

29. She wel coned the setting up of a Legal Advisory Service for mnors but
regretted that only parents, |legal representatives and guardi ans were
nmentioned in the | egislation concerning that service. She was concerned to
note that an age-limt of 21 had been nmentioned for access to nedical advice,
especially in view of the high percentage of pregnant teenagers in

El Sal vador, which pointed to the need for serious preventive medical action

30. She asked how the different narriage age for boys and girls could be
reconciled with the provisions of both the Convention and El Sal vador's Family
Code regarding equality of the sexes.

31. Myr. BAMBAREN GASTELUMENDI noted that poverty and the inpact of years of
violent conflict were the two nmgjor obstacl es inpeding inplenmentation of the

| egi sl ation on behalf of children in El Salvador. A frequent visitor to that
country, he had been struck by the extent to which people had cone to accept
death as somnething that was comonpl ace. He had seen nen and wonen identify
the corpses of their relatives with seenming indifference. Education for peace
t heref ore needed to be suppl emented by education for life.



CRC/ C/ SR 86
page 7

32. G ven the chall enge of poverty, which neant that top priority had to be
given in many cases to survival, he asked to what extent it was possible to
ensure conpliance with the Labour Code provisions relating to child | abour

33. Commenting on the term"street children”, which he found deneani ng, he
said that it was inportant to |ook for alternative terminology that was |ess
conduci ve to discrimnation.

34. He wi shed to know whet her there was any provision for conpensation of
those children who had been the victinms of such violations of human rights as
t he extrajudicial execution or disappearence of their parents or guardians.
Were they of fered study grants, for exanple?

35. What type of health services were provided for incapacitated children?
Did they have access, for exanple, to paediatric, orthopaedic and above al
psychol ogi cal care?

36. M ss MASON asked whether the reform of various legal instruments would
bring the definition of the child into line with article 1 of the Convention

37. Article 197 of the Penal Code legislated for the case of carnal know edge
of a wonan aged over 12 and under 15. WAs the case of girls under 12 dealt
with el sewhere in the |egislation?

38. The tone of articles 98 and 99 of the Mnors' Code, which referred to
"mnors considered to be in a state of noral or physical neglect” and "minors
presuned to be at risk" conveyed the inpression that punitive action night be
t aken agai nst them \What were the actual consequences for those children?

39. The |l egislation concerning the child and the fanmily referred to under the
headi ng "Plans for |egislative action" in the report seened to interact and
overlap. Could a single conprehensive docunent be produced that would

i ncorporate all those aspects?

40. The report nentioned that children's views were taken into account in
regard to custody in divorce proceedings. Ws the sane right guaranteed in
cases of adoption?

41. Ms. EUFEM O referred to article 38 (1) (10) of the Constitution that
allowed minors to work if it were considered "essential for their own

subsi stence or that of their famly". G ven the principle of taking the best
interests of the child into consideration, she asked whether there m ght not
be ot her ways of providing fanmilies with the essentials for their subsistence,
for exanple through a sound social security system

42. Wth regard to the provision that required enpl oyers to organize mnors
wor ki ng hours so as to allow themto attend school, she asked how conpliance
with that provision was supervised and what penalties were inposed for

i nfringenent.

43. M. MOVBESHORA noted that abortion was prohibited under Sal vadorian | aw.
As illegal abortion tended to be nost preval ent anong unnarri ed adol escents,
it seemed that the lives of both the foetus and the girl-nother were being
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pl aced at risk by legislation that purported to offer protection fromthe
nonent of conception. Was there a problemof illegal abortion in the under-18
age group? Noting that no mention had been made of family planning in the
report, he asked whether the Governnment had a policy in that area and if so
what percentage of fertile wonen practised fam |y planning or contraception?
Was there provision for sex education at school ?

44, M. MENDOZA (El Sal vador), responding to inquiries about the practica
action to enforce the country's legislation, said that the purpose of the

i nstruments adopted was to gui de governnent policy and the running of society.
In that context, the National Policy for Mnors was of crucial inportance,
since it laid the basis for practical action involving the famly, the
conmuni ty, non-governmental organizations and private conpani es.

45, The exi stence of contradictions between different pieces of |egislation
had been recognized in the report of El Salvador. They could be attributed in
some cases to the specific sociocultural context to which certain instrunents
related. Steps were being taken to bring the definition of the child into
line with article 1 of the Convention. Indeed, that was the definition in
force in the country since the Convention had been adopted by the Legislative
Assenbly in 1990.

46. In reply to M. Kolosov's question regarding voluntary mlitary service
fromthe age of 16, he said that the MIlitary Act containing that provision
had been repealed. Article 215 of the Constitution provided for compul sory
mlitary service for everybody, both nmale and fenal e, between the ages

of 18 and 30. Young people had enlisted voluntarily in the past because
literacy education, training and health services had been available in the
arned forces. The situation had changed, of course, during the conflict and
UNI CEF' s envoy Roger Mdore had canpai gned agai nst the recruitnment of young
people. In response, recruitment had been suspended for two years to afford
time for an overall review and the drafting of new | egislation and regul ati ons
inline with the Constitution

47. In reply to M. Hammarberg, he said that El Sal vador had dealt with al
four articles nentioned under "General principles" inits report. He agreed
that nuch renmained to be done in the area of discrimnination between the sexes.
The phenonenon of nmachi sno, patterns of behavi our based on mal e domi nance, was
wi despread in Latin Anerica. The Sal vadorian authorities were aware of the

i mportance of conbating such attitudes and the problemwas bei ng addressed in
educational and consci ousness-rai sing progranmes. In the past wonen's
education had tended to focus on tasks requiring little brai npower but there
were currently nore men than wonmen attendi ng Sal vadori an universities and
women were well represented in Governnent circles. Adnmittedly the broad
masses of girls and wonen still lagged far behind in educational terns but

ef fective strategi es were being devised to increase the nunber of years they
spent at school

48. Wth regard to discrimnation against the incapacitated, he said that
there was a trend towards the reintegrati on of these persons into society in
t he new at nosphere of awareness of the dignity of the individual

Rei ntegration and rehabilitation plans existed but he agreed that a great dea
nore could be done on behalf of the children concerned.
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49, Wth regard to the best interests of the child in conficts he said that
El Sal vador had no specific donmestic |egislation regulating interna

conflicts, but that priority was given to ensuring the best interests of wonen
and chil dren.

50. In reply to the question on the Legal Advisory Service for mnors, he
expl ai ned that whereas the practice had been to give guidance to parents, in
accordance with the Convention, guidance was now being given to children as
wel | .

51. On the question about the difference in the marriageabl e ages for boys
and girls, he replied that outnoded views were gradually being di scarded and
boys and girls were being given equal consideration in line with the
Convention and the Fam |y Code.

52. In reply to the observation by Myr. Banbaren Gastel unmendi that

El Sal vadori ans seenmed to have becone inured to death, he said that efforts
were being nade to re-establish the fundanmental principle of the right to
life. In that connection, follow ng the success of a national sem nar held
the previous year, an international sem nar was bei ng organi zed i n cooperation
wi t h UNESCO on education for peace, which inplied education for life. Many
other initiatives were also being taken in the educational field, and there
were plans to introduce changes in school curricula and teachers' guidelines.

53. As far as the problemof "street children" was concerned, priority
progranmmes were in operation in El Salvador. A recent nagazine article
descri bed a project which had been [ aunched with the Italian CGovernnent, as
wel | as other government programes and projects, and could be nade avail abl e
if the Committee so wi shed. The Government was aware that it faced a serious
problem many of the children who had taken to the streets had been abandoned
and were living in extreme poverty on the fringe of society. In sone cases
parents had di sappeared, possibly during the violence, and in other cases
children had left home of their own volition because of fanmily difficulties.
The probl em was exacerbated by the | arge nunbers of children involved, many
bel ow school age. The National Secretariat for the Family and other agencies
al so ran progranmes for street children, and the authorities were confident
that progress could be made in that area with international help and
cooper ati on.

54, There were al so plans and programes to provi de support and conpensation
for famlies and children who had suffered or lost relatives as a result of

vi ol ence or summary and arbitrary executions. In spite of the efforts nade,

it was proving difficult to track down those who had been responsible for such
executions, mainly because there had been such w despread vi ol ence.

55. In response to the question regardi ng carnal know edge of young girls
under 12 years of age, he said that the authorities had been naki ng strenuous
efforts to put an end to child abuse generally, through camnpai gns, posters
war ni ng agai nst sexual relations with children and efforts to guarantee that
the right of children not to be abused was respected. El Salvador had had a
hi story of violence and had to try and deal with its effects. There was now a
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need to deterni ne what sanctions would be appropriate for that type of
violation and a nunber of decisions and exenplary punishnents were already
bei ng appli ed.

56. Turning to the question on famly support and social security, he replied
t hat Sal vadorian policy focused on the fanmly and that efforts were being rmade
to provide families with appropriate support through famly welfare groups.
Social security did exist, but was not widely available, and efforts were

under way to extend those benefits to the entire population in the near

future.

57. On the question of child |abour, he said that efforts were being nmade

t hrough taxation, the Mnistry of Labour and the Attorney-Ceneral's Ofice to
prevent the enploynent of under-age children. The Constitution already
reflected the relevant |ILO Conventions, and an educati onal strategy was being
pronmoted to ensure that children remained in school as |ong as possible and
were not denied the right to education. El Salvador was now attenpting to
restore its educational system nationw de, and current educational projects
amounted to sone 141 nillion colones. The interrelated problens of child

| abour and education in El Sal vador were common to all devel opi ng countries
and shoul d be resol ved as the econony devel oped.

58. As far as abortion was concerned, El Salvador's policy was that of
respect for life fromthe tine of conception. Abortions were carried out but
were not |legal, and the authorities endeavoured to prevent them by educati ona
canpai gns. Sone sex education programes had been | aunched by the Mnistry of
Health and the Mnistry of Education, and a private group was devel pi ng sex
educati on courses throughout the country.

59. M. HAMVARBERG said that his question on the best interests of the child
appeared to have been misunderstood. He had referred to that principle not in
connection with arnmed conflicts but with situations where the interests of the
child were in conflict with other interests, such as occurred in divorce and
custody cases. Wiere such clashes occurred, the best interests of the child
shoul d be the primary consideration and they did not necessarily coincide with
t he strongest case for custody. His question therefore was to what extent the
best interests of the child had been discussed in El Sal vador at the
political, admnistrative and judicial levels to ensure that that principle
was i ncorporated in all decision-making processes.

60. Ms. SANTOS PAI S enphasized that the Conmittee's intention inits
guestions was to be as precise as tine allowed. Sone of the information

provi ded had been very valuable, but in many cases it did not go far enough
The Conmittee wi shed to know, for exanple, what neasures had been taken to
change El Sal vador's nal e-doni nated society. The Conmittee's views, endorsed
by the Wrld Conference on Hunman Ri ghts were that society would change its
attitude to wonen and girls nore quickly if efforts were nade to ensure a
partnership and a sharing of responsibilities early in life and at all |evels.
Traditional attitudes would not change by thensel ves. The recently-published
report of the independent expert on El Salvador (E/ CN. 4/1993/11) indicated, in
paragraph 109, that in rural areas only 34 per cent of wonen received nedica
attention during childbirth, that 84 per cent living in rural areas were
illiterate, and that the national illiteracy rate for wonmen was 59 per cent.
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In the profesional sphere, only 2 per cent of engineers, 4 per cent of |awers
and 40 per cent of doctors were wonen. Furthernore, while 60 per cent of the
househol ds were headed by wonen, 61 per cent of economically active wonen were
currently unenployed. In the political parties and trades uni ons wonen were
only given secretarial jobs, and wonen constantly faced domestic viol ence,
street violence and sexual harassnent. The Conmittee was greatly concerned
about that situation in El Salvador and wi shed to know what | egal

adm ni strative or other measures were being taken or foreseen to change the
trends in Sal vadorian society.

61. As far as sex education was concerned, while welconm ng the fact that sone
sex education was provided, the Cormittee found it regrettable that girls
could not take the initiative and request the necessary information

El Sal vador had a high proportion of young nothers, and it was essential that
they had access to information, first because it was a fundamental human ri ght
and second because possession of the necessary information could help prevent
unwant ed pregnanci es.

62. As far as the enpl oynment of children was concerned, while |egislation
appeared to draw a bal ance between work and school, access to education did
not only mean school attendance. |t also nmeant ensuring that a child had the
time to think about what he was learning, to do homework, and al so to have the
tinme to play and to be a child. Wile, therefore, it was encouragi ng to hear
that some | egislation had been enacted, the Conmittee felt that |egislation
and i npl enentation should go further and in that connection she expressed the
hope that the dial ogue woul d encourage new i deas whi ch would contribute to a
new trend in El Sal vador.

63. Myr. BAVMBAREN GASTELUMENDI said that he had not been referring in his
previ ous question to the perpetrator of hunman rights abuses but rather to
child victinms of abuses and their needs in ternms of orthopaedi c and hospita
care, and he al so wi shed to know whet her such treatnent was free of charge
He had al so asked whet her education was free of charge and whether children
who were orphans or victinms of violence were able to get scholarships to
enabl e themto study.

64. Lastly, he asked for information on the "sanuelitos" whom he understood
to be children involved in the guerrilla groups.

65. M. MENDOZA (El Sal vador), referring to the question raised by

M. Hammarberg on the principle of the best interests of the child, said that
there had been sone debate in El Sal vador by groups which had worked on the
formulation of national child welfare policies or on the Famly Code, as a
result of which the inportance of the principle had started to be understood.
Al though it had not been possible to have a systenmatic canpaign to explain
either its meaning or inplications, it was enshrined in the |egislation
governi ng separation and adopti on whi ch would soon be pronul gat ed.

66. VWil e much renmained to be done to change the attitudes which produced
mal e dom nated soci ety, changes were taking place, particularly in the urban
areas. Wiereas in the past girls had been actively di scouraged from attendi ng
school and had been consigned to donestic enploynent, wonen were now achi evi ng
consi der abl e professional success. The Mnister of Education was a woman and
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was actively pronoting the education of girls and young wonen. The World
Parliamentary Union had reported on the nunber of wonmen in Parlianment, and
worren were working in a nunber of ministries as well as in the Governnent. A
nunber of non-governnmental organi zations (NGOs) al so actively pronoted wonen's
ri ghts.

67. On the question of sex education, the need for proper famly discussion
of sexual matters had been recogni zed and a canpai gn had been | aunched to
encourage parents to introduce the subject to their children

68. He endorsed the views of Ms. Santos Pais regarding children's

educati onal needs. Although the Governnent had been unable to provide

nati onwi de educational coverage in recent years, children had continued to
learn through informal structures, and there had been w de-ranging literacy
canpai gns and ot her training despite the armed conflict. The inportance of
play in early life was reflected in provisions for recreation and |eisure

wi thin the educational system which al so ensured adequate time for honeworKk.
Teachers thensel ves were very active and played an active part in plans for
trai ning and education. Figures regardi ng education should be avail abl e at
the Conmittee's next neeting.

69. As far as the rehabilitation of disabled people was concerned, he said
that the National Assenbly had adopted a declaration on the disabled giving
themthe right to whatever orthopaedic or other neans were necessary for their
rehabilitation, but the cost of such itens as prostheses and artificial |inbs
and the fact that they were difficult to obtain had caused serious problens.

Ef fective |ocal materials were now bei ng sought which woul d nake such itens
nore durable. A telethon had recently been held to raise nmoney for children's
rehabilitation, and the Funter Foundati on had established four assistance
centres for people with various forns of disability. International help would
nevert hel ess be needed to give full access to rehabilitation or re-education

70. Both rehabilitation and education were free of charge for chil dren under
the Constitution. The "sanuelitos" were children who had participated in
arnmed groups as child soldiers; they were al so covered by the socia
reintegration plans.

71. The CHAIRMAN invited the del egation of El Salvador to deal with the
section entitled "CGvil rights and freedons" which read:

"Civil rights and freedons
(Arts. 7, 8, 13-17 and 37 (a) of the Convention)

1. Pl ease i ndicate nmeasures taken or envisaged to ensure that al
children are registered after birth, including sanctions in case of
non-regi stration or late registration. How is registration ensured
particularly in rural areas?

2. VWhat steps are being taken to encourage the publication
di ssenmination and availability to all children of children's literature?

3. What concrete steps have been taken to investigate cases of
ill-treatment of children and prevent its occurrence?
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4. I's corporal punishment allowed in schools or other institutions for
children? What specific |egal provisions exist to protect children from
being ill-treated? Are there conplaint procedures which can be used by

children thensel ves agai nst such abuses?"

72. M. MENDOZA (El Sal vador) said that the Constitution guaranteed basic
civil rights and freedons for adults and children alike. The question of the
physi cal punishnment and ill-treatment of children was currently under

di scussion and an informati on canpai gn was under way, particularly in respect
of the ill-treatment of children

73. Turning to question 1, he said that a procedure existed for registration
of births; the maxi num period for registration being one nonth for children
born in the country and six nmonths for those born outside. A canpai gn was
under way to inpress upon the popul ation the inportance of registration and
the need to be in possession of proper docunentation

74. Wth regard to question 2, he said that Concultura (the national counci
for culture) was responsible for the dissemi nati on of books, including
children's literature. Books for children were published in El Sal vador and
i mported books for children were exenpt fromtax in an effort to keep their
sal es costs down. The dissenination of literature was encouraged by the

M nistry of Education in both the formal and informal sectors. Although the
illiteracy rate remained high, it should be borne in nmind that a strong ora
tradition still prevailed in the country.

75. Concerning question 3, a study of ill-treatment of children was being
undertaken by the Procurator General's office, which also investigated

i ndi vidual cases. At the sane time, an information canpai gn had been | aunched
for prevention purposes. The ill-treatnment of a child was considered to be a
serious crime. CEPRENIN, the Centre for the Prevention and Care of Mltreated
Children, coordinated activities in that area, in conjunction with the

San Sal vador Children's Hospital. The Directorate-Ceneral for the Protection
of Mnors had the machi nery needed to investigate cases of ill-treatnent.
76. Concer ni ng question 5, a canpaign had been introduced to arrive at an

educational system based on di al ogue and comruni cati on. Seen fromthat
per spective, therefore, corporal punishnent could have no place in such a
system Machinery was in existence which nmade it possible for parents to
submit conplaints to the school administration

77. The CHAIRMAN invited the Sal vadori an del egation to focus on questions 4
to 7 in the list of questions in the section on "Fanily environnent and
alternative care" which read:

"Family environment and alternative care
(Arts. 5, 18 paras. 1 and 2, 9, 10, 27 para. 4,
20, 21, 11, 19, 39 and 25 of the Convention)

4, What | egi sl ative nmeasures have been adopted to protect the child
agai nst abuse and nmaltreatnment within the fanmly, as laid down in
article 19 of the Convention? 1s research undertaken into the probl em of
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ill-treatment and sexual abuse of children, including into social factors
whi ch influence such violations? Can children | odge conplaints
concer ni ng abuse or negl ect?

5. VWhat systens and procedures exist for the nonitoring of
institutions for alternative care?

6. Have programres been adopted to prevent and reduce the abandonnent
of children and, if so, are such progranmes adequate?

7. Pl ease describe the procedures for national and intercountry
adoption including nonitoring and supervision. Wat nmeasures are taken
to ensure that parents giving up their children for adoption are all owed
sufficient opportunity to weigh the consequences and alternatives? At
what age can a child hinfherself influence a decision on adoption?"

78. M. NENDOZA (El Salvador), referring to question 4, said that one of the
obj ectives of the Fam |y Code was to pronote an integrated famly and to

di scourage cases of corporal punishment and naltreatnent within the famly.
Measures coul d be taken in cases of maltreatnent and efforts were bei ng nmade
to establish a support systemto enable children to bring incidents to the
notice of authorities. Research was also being undertaken in regard to
ill-treatment and sexual abuse, taking into account in particular the
contribution of the phenonenon of nachisnmp into such violations of children's
rights. Children could bring conplaints through both or either of their
parents or directly. The current post-conflict situation in the country

i nevitably had repercussions on the incidence of such cases, sexual violence
bei ng part of the spiral of violence which had been created. Particul ar
tragic situations involving the abuse of young girls had becone known and
determ ned efforts were being nmade to investigate themand to encourage the
victinse to speak out about their experiences.

79. Concerning question 5, he said that all institutions for alternative care
were subject to supervision, with centres under the auspices of the Ofice of
the Procurator General being under direct and permanent supervision

80. Concerni ng question 6, he noted that programes were under way to reduce
t he nunber of cases of abandonnent of children. The Mnistry of Education
and, in particular, the Mnistry of Health, which had well-established
contacts with the rural popul ation, were taking an active part in that area.
Wil e the programmes in thensel ves were effective, the problemhad to be
placed in its wider context and, to that end, efforts were being nade to

di sseminate informati on and i ncrease awareness anong the popul ation. The
Church was al so active in that area and was playing a significant role in
alerting the population to the problem

81. Turning to question 7, he said that the 1955 Adoption Act, which was

still in force, had been introduced prior to the enmergence of the situation of
conflict in the country and had not been specifically designed for the type of
adopti on needs which had arisen fromthat situation. Adoption |egislation was
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currently under review and could be expected to be anended in the Iight of the
approach taken in the recent Hague Convention on Protection of Children and
Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption, to the drafting of which

El Sal vador had been an observer

82. M. HAMVARBERG referring to question 4 and to article 19 of the
Convention, and noting that the abuse and maltreatnent of children were

prohi bited by national law, said that it was difficult to assess the degree of
vi gil ance adopted in the country in that respect. |In many cases a child would
be reluctant to nmake a conpl aint against a parent and therefore a | ega
procedure, al beit necessary, was probably not very effective. Further

i nformati on woul d be wel cone on the role of persons such as social workers in
that field, the systemfor nonitoring child abuse at local |evel, and training
provided to social workers and teachers to deal with such problens with a view
to ensuring that action was taken at an early stage. Concerning sexual abuse,
he noted that a canpai gn had been | aunched agai nst incest and rape and that
the First Lady of El Salvador was playing a leading role in the canpaign.

Such an approach was conmendabl e, al though a nore proni nent nal e invol venent
in the campaign mght also be hoped for. He would be interested to know

whet her it was intended to devel op the canpaign further and, if so, how.

83. Ms. SANTCS PAILS, referring to paragraph 98 of the country report and to
article 25 of the Convention, asked whether there was any system of periodic
review of the situation giving rise to an adnministrative order placing a child
in the personal care of a parent or relative. Wat was the procedure for
judicial review of such orders? Referring to paragraph 104 of the country
report, she requested clarification of the phrase "minors in an irregular
situation"; what were the criteria for thus categorizing a child, to what
degree did it stigmatize a child, and what effect did it have on a child's
situation?

84. Myr. BAMBAREN GASTELUMENDI, referring to civil rights and specifically to
the right to a nationality and to be regi stered, asked whether in view of the

special situation in which El Salvador found itself, there was a governnent
programme to ensure that children, particularly those born in refugee canps
outsi de El Salvador, were registered. Referring to the statistica
information given in paragraph 105 of the country report, he pointed to the
al arm ng percentage of five- to nine-year-old children subjected to sexua
abuse and the fact that 24 per cent of persons responsible for abuse were
not hers.

85. M. KOOSOV asked the del egation to provide an approxi mate esti mate of
the proportion of the population which could afford to buy children's books,
how many families could afford a television set, and, in relation to
qguestion 7 of the list of questions on fanmly environment and alternative
care, at what age a child' s views mght be taken into account in cases of
adopti on?

86. Ms. SARDENBERG referring to question 4 in the sane section, asked
whet her the CGovernnment was working together w th non-governnenta
organi zations in relation to prevention of naltreatnent and sexual abuse and
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whet her it envi saged devel oping international cooperation in that field. Wre
there rehabilitation programmes for girls who had been sexually abused within
or outside the famly?

87. The CHAIRVAN invited the del egation of El Salvador to consider the
conment s and questions raised by nenbers of the Conmittee and to respond to
them at the next neeting.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




